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PREFACE. 


rr^HESE  volumes  form  a  distinct  work  in  themselves.  The  im- 
-■-  mense  wealth  of  interesting  material,  necessarily  excluded  from 
their  strictly  prescribed  limits,  suggests  other  volumes  in  the  future. 
Elaboration  of  special  subjects,  and  the  picture  of  the  last  half-century 
illumined  with  the  electric  light  of  detail,  are  among  the  possibilities. 
Such  a  series  would  form  a  natural  sequel,  but  in  no  wise  affect  the 
individuality  of  this  work. 

The  career  of  New  York  is  irresistibly  attractive  during  the  century 
embraced  in  the  second  volume,  now  complete  in  uniform  size  with  its 
predecessor.  Had  it  been  otherwise  my  enthusiasm  must  have  waned 
under  the  severity  of  application  needful  for  the  perfect  drilling  and  dis- 
ciplining of  raw  material  into  unity  and  felicity  of  arrangement.  Tlie 
issue  of  my  first  volume  two  years  since,  and  the  unqualified  approval 
it  elicited  from  all  sources,  inspired  me  with  fresh  courage ;  but  the 
inherent  magnetism  and  vitality  of  the  subject  itself  has  been  the  secret 
of  my  success.  The  pressure  to  complete  the  undertaking  has  never 
for  a  moment  been  lifted  since  its  inception.  Had  I  foreseen  its 
magnitude  I  should  have  been  appalled.  Its  importance  justified  com- 
prehensive research  at  every  step.  Thus  the  structure  became  a  matter 
of  growth  instead  of  architecture.  I  have  done  what  I  could  to  learn 
the  truth.  No  one  authority  has  been  accepted  and  followed  in  any 
instance  without  further  evidence  ;  and  where  accounts  have  conflicted  I 
have  sought  and  secured  every  book  and  document  relating  to  the  subject, 
of  which  I  could  obtain  any  knowledge,  even  if  no  more  than  one  of  my 
paragraphs  was  involved  in  the  issue. 
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It  has  been  my  intention  to  collect  under  one  view  the  almost  count- 
less authorities  from  which  I  have  derived  aid.  But  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  assigning  a  proper  measure  to  such  catalogue,  and  the  absolute 
want  of  space  for  its  insertion,  deprive  me  of  the  coveted  pleasure.  It 
would  be  useful  to  the  student ;  and  yet  it  would  give  a  totally  inade- 
quate notion  of  the  vast  extent  of  the  field  in  which  I  have  been  gleaning. 
Some  of  the  choicest  links  in  my  chain  have  been  found  in  the  most  out- 
of-the-way  places  —  among  seared  and  yellow  letters  written  by  actors 
in  the  great  events  narrated,  in  old  sermons,  records  of  trials,  wills, 
genealogical  manuscripts,  documents,  and  pamphlets ;  while  concerning 
certain  matters  tinged  with  ambiguity  and  uncertainty,  I  have  discovered 
extraordinary  and  unique  sources  of  authentic  information  outside  of  the 
city  and  State. 

To  the  various  New  York  families  who  have  constantly  and  courteously 
given  me  access  to  private-libraries  and  valuable  family  manuscripts  — 
more  precious  than  diamonds  ;  to  the  historians  and  scholars  who  have 
kindly  and  uniformly  extended  assistance  whenever  I  have  sought 
information  ;  to  the  learned  and  courteous  librarians  of  the  Congres- 
sional Library  at  Washington,  the  Library  of  the  Department  of  State, 
the  Library  of  Yale  College  in  New  Haven,  and  of  the  New  York 
Society,  the  Astor,  the  Mercantile,  and  the  Historical  Libraries  of  our 
own  city,  I  cannot  express  too  warmly  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 
The  extensive  historical  knowledge  of  Mr.  William  Kelby  of  the  Library 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  deserves  special  mention ;  and  his 
prompt,  untiring,  and  priceless  services  in  making  investigations  and  in 
suggesting  new  and  various  sources  of  information,  courteously  rendered 
on  all  desired  occasions,  through  a  period  covering  fourteen  years,  com- 
mand my  cordial  recognition. 

In  closing  my  second  volume  I  can  reiterate  with  emphasis  the  senti- 
ment expressed  in  the  final  paragraph  of  my  former  and  more  general 
preface  —  in  the  full  confidence  that  this  contribution  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  cities  in  the  world 

will  be  generously  appreciated. 

MARTHA  J.  LAMB. 
New  York  City,  December,  15,  1880. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

1775. 

THE  THRESHOLD  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Various  Currents  of  Human  Thought.  —  Conflicting  Opinions  in  England. —Pe- 
tition OF  THE  Continental  Congress. —Chatham's  Argument. —The  Ministry 
Courting  New  York. —Death  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  — Indian  War  on  the 
Ohio  River.  —Action  of  the  New  York  Assembly.—  New  York  Republican  in 
Sentiment.  —  Action  of  the  Committee  of  Sixty.  —  The  Revolutionary  Conven- 
xioN.  —  Delegates  to  the  second  Continental  Congress.  —  The  Tree  of  Free- 
dom. —  News  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  — The  Royal  Government  powerless 
in  New  York. — The  Committee  of  One  Hundred. — Republicanism. —  President 
Myles  Cooper  of  King's  College.  —  John  Holt,  the  Printer.— Capture  of  Ticon- 
DEROGA.  —  The  New  York  Congress.  — The  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  —  Washing- 
TON  IN  New  York.  — The  "Asia."  —  Condition  of  the  City.  — Exploit  of  Isaac 
Sears.  —  General  Philip  Schuyler.  —  General  Richard  Montgomery.  —  The 
Invasion  of  Canada. 

AS  we  enter  upon  a  conflict  which  wrought  one  of  the  greatest  tri- 
umphs in  history,  —  the  founding  of  a  powerful  nation,  —  it  is 
interesting  to  trace  the  various  currents  of  human  thought  in  regions 
widely  remote  from  each  other  which  stamped  their  influence  upon  com- 
ing events.  We  have  noted  the  high  sense  of  political  justice  which 
prevailed  in  New  York,  and  the  intelligence  and  energy  with  which  her 
citizens  in  every  decade  asserted  hereditary  rights.  A  certain  vital  force, 
gathered  unconsciously  through  the  sharp  discussion  of  knotty  questions 
and  the  resolute  sitting  in  judgment  upon  the  edicts  of  the  royal  govern- 
ment, with  roots  far  in  the  past,  and  a  long  genealogy,  needed  only  signal 
occasion  to  ignite  and  become  purely  Roman  and  regal.  But,  with  all  her 
ceaseless  internal  agitations.  New  York  was  scarcely  more  divided  in 
opinion  than  England  herself.  And  nearly  in  the  same  ratio  with  New 
York,  whose  extensive  frontier  was  at  the  mercy  of  innumerable  tribes  of 
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war-loving  Indians,  loyal  to  the  crown,  the  higher  intelligence  of  Great 
Britain  was  appalled  at  the  prospect  of  an  armed  struggle. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  one  peer  pronounced  the  military  coercion  of 
America  impracticable.  Another  recommended  the  cutting  of  the  colo- 
nies adrift,  "  to  perish  in  anarchy  and  repentance."  Many  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  open  rebellion  in  America.  "  How  can  a  people  without  arms, 
ammunition,  money,  or  navy,  dare  to  brave  the  foremost  among  the  great 
powers  of  the  earth  ?  "  they  asked.  Camden  exclaimed,  "  Were  I  an 
American,  I  would  resist  to  the  last  drop  of  my  blood."  Sandwich,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  answered  with  clever  witticisms  concerning 
American  cowardice,  causing  uproarious  laughter.  "  I  tell  you,"  he  said, 
"that  Americans  are  neither  disciplined  nor  capable  of  discipline." 
George  III.,  to  all  suggestions,  scornfuUy  replied,  "  Blows  must  decide 
whether  the  Colonists  are  to  be  subject  to  this  country  or  to  be  inde- 
pendent." 

The  new  Parliament  spent  the  entire  month  of  December  in  profitless 
discussions.  Just  before  its  adjournment  for  the  holidays,  the 
proceedings  of  the  first  Continental  Congress  reached  England. 
The  petition  to  the  king  was  dignified  in  tone  and  forcible  in  expres- 
sion ;  even  the  crowned  head  was  filled  with  surprise !  The  Colonies 
asked  only  security  in  their  ancient  condition  !  The  appeal  was  simply 
for  justice.  For  equal  rights  with  British  subjects  who  dwelt  upon  home 
soil.     One  passage,  as  an  illustration  :  — 

"  You  have  been  told  that  we  are  impatient  of  government  and  desirous  of 
independency.  These  are  calumnies.  Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  yourselves,  and 
we  shall  ever  esteem  a  union  with  you  to  be  our  greatest  glory  and  our  greatest 
happiness.  But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  ministers  shall  wantonly  sport 
with  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  if  neither  the  voice  of  justice,  the  dictates  of  law, 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  suggestions  of  humanity,  can  restrain 
your  hands  from  shedding  human  blood  in  such  an  impious  cause,  we  must  then 
tell  you  that  we  will  never  submit  to  any  ministry  or  nation  in  the  world." 

George  III.  read,  and  shrugged  his  shoulders.  He  did  not  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  he  had  on  his  side  the  block  and  the  gallows.  He  had  never 
loved  the  Colonies.  He  had  no  sympathy  with  the  lofty  spirit  which  in- 
spired such  significant  language.  He  could  not  or  would  not  see  that  the 
suspension  of  trade  was  the  most  disinterested  expression  of  a  deep  sense 
of  wrong.  British  commerce  would  be  distressed  to  a  certain  degree,  but 
England  could  seek  other  markets ;  while  the  American  merchant  sacri- 
ficed nearly  his  whole  business.  Neither  did  the  blind  king  reflect  upon 
the  weak  condition  of  his  own  war  department.     British  industry  at  that 
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epoch  rendered  every  able-bodied  man  of  value ;  hence  enlistments  in  the 
army  were  rare.  Rank  was  bestowed  by  favor,  or  sold  for  money.  Boys 
at  school  not  infrequently  held  commissions.  The  corrupt  system  pre- 
vailed to  such  an  extent  that  scarcely  a  general  officer  of  the  day  had 
gained  a  great  name. 

Barrington,  the  military  secretary,  knowing  all  this,  remonstrated 
warmly  against  war.  "  The  contest  will  cost  more  than  we  can  gain  by 
success  ;  we  have  not  military  strength  enough  to  levy  taxes  on  America," 
he  said.  With  masterly  eloquence,  he  advised  that  the  troops  be  at  once 
removed  from  Boston.  A  conference  was  finally  arranged  between  Lord 
Howe  and  Franklin,  the  agent  of  the  Colonies,  to  learn  the  best  terms  of 
reconciliation  with  America.  Franklin,  true  to  his  principles  and  faithful 
to  Congress,  declared,  as  the  only  basis  of  possible  harmony,  that  certain 
specified  obnoxious  acts  be  repealed,  and  Boston  freed  from  her  ignominy. 
Lord  Howe  repeated  his  words  to  Dartmouth  and  North,  who  agreed  in 
the  opinion  that  neither  the  king  nor  Parliament  would  concede  so  much. 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament  after  the  holidays  the  aged  Chatham 
rose,  and  moved  to  address  the  king  for  "  immediate  orders  to  re-  1775. 
move  the  forces  from  the  town  of  Boston."     He  was  keenly  alive  •^^'^-  ^"• 
to  the  imminence  of  the  crisis,  and  his  argument  teemed  with  sound  logic. 
He  said  :  — 

"  My  Lords,  the  means  of  enforcing  thmklom  are  as  weak  in  practice  as  they 
are  unjust  in  principle.  General  Gage  and  the  troops  under  his  command  are 
penned  up,  pining  in  inglorious  inactivity.  You  may  call  them  an  army  of 
safety  and  of  guard,  but  they  are  in  truth  an  army  of  impotence  ;  and  to  make 
the  folly  equal  to  the  disgrace,  they  are  an  army  of  irritation.  But  this  tame- 
ness,  however  contemptible,  cannot  be  censured  ;  for  the  first  drop  of  blood, 
shed  in  civil  and  unnatural  war,  will  make  a  wound  that  years,  perhaps  ages, 
may  not  heal.  Their  force  would  be  most  disproportionately  exerted  against 
a  brave,  generous,  and  united  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  courage  in 
their  hearts,  —  three  millions  of  people,  the  genuine  descendants  of  a  valiant  and 
pious  ancestry,  driven  to  those  deserts  by  the  narrow  maxims  of  a  superstitious 
tyranny.  And  is  the  spirit  of  persecution  never  to  be  appeased  ]  Are  the  brave 
sons  of  these  brave  forefathers  to  inherit  their  sufferings  as  they  have  inherited 
their  virtues  1  Are  they  to  sustain  the  infliction  of  the  most  oppressive  and  un- 
exampled severity  1  They  have  been  condemned  unheard.  The  indiscriminate 
hand  of  vengeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and  guilty ;  with  all  the  for- 
malities of  hostility,  has  blocked  up  the  town  of  Boston,  and  reduced  to  beggary 

and  famine  thirty  tliousand  inhabitants This  resistance  to  your  arbitrary 

system  of  taxation  might  have  been  foreseen  from  the  very  nature  of  things  and 
from  mankind ;  above  all,  from  the  Whiggish  spirit  flourishing  in  that  country. 
The  spirit  which  now  resists  your   taxation   in  America  is   the  same  whicli 
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formerly  opposed  loans,  benevolence,  and  ship-money  in  England  ;  the  same 
which,  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  vindicated  the  English  Constitution  ;  the  same  which 
established  the  essential  maxim  of  your  liberties,  that  no  subject  of  England 

shall  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  consent Eor  myself,  I  must  avow,  that  in  all 

ray  reading,  —  and  I  have  read  Thucydides  and  have  studied  and  admired  the 
master-states  of  the  world,  —  for  solidity  of  reason,  force  of  sagacity,  and  wisdom 
of  conclusion  under  a  complication  of  difficult  circumstances,  no  nation  or  body 
of  men  can  stand  in  preference  to  the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  The 
histories  of  (ireece  and  Rome  give  us  nothing  equal  to  it,  and  all  attempts  to 
impose  servitude  upon  such  a  mighty  continental  nation  must  be  in  vain." 

Many  of  the  English  statesmen  besides  Chatham  believed  that  every 
motive  of  justice  and  policy,  of  dignity  and  prudence,  urged  the  removal 
of  the  troops  from  Boston ;  that  haughty  England  would  be  forced  ulti- 
mately to  retract.  The  illustrious  nobleman's  words  made  a  profound 
impression  upon  the  crowd  of  Americans  who  were  listening  with  breath- 
less attention,  particularly  when  he  added :  — 

"  If  the  ministers  persevere  in  thus  misadvising  and  misleading  the  king,  I 
will  not  say  that  the  king  is  betrayed,  but  I  Avill  pronounce  that  the  kingdom 
is  undone ;  I  wUl  not  say,  that  they  can  alienate  the  affections  of  his  subjects 
from  his  crown,  but  I  will  affirm  that,  the  American  jewel  out  of  it,  they  will 
make  the  crown  not  worth  his  wearing." 

Suffolk  replied  with  angry  vehemence,  boasting  that  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  advise  coercive  measures,  and  that  the  government  was  resolved  to 
bring  the  Americans  to  obedience.  Shelburne  signified  his  approval  of 
the  sentiments  of  Chatham  "  because  of  their  wisdom,  justice,  and  pro- 
priety."    Camden  exclaimed  :  — 

"  This  I  will  say,  not  only  as  a  statesman,  politician,  and  philosopher,  but  as 
a  common  lawyer :  My  Lords,  you  have  no  right  to  tax  America  ;  the  natural 
rights  of  man  and  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  are  all  with  that  people. 
Kings,  lords,  and  commons  are  fine  sounding  names  ;  but  kings,  lords,  and  com- 
mons may  become  tyrants  as  well  as  others  ;  it  is  as  lawful  to  resist  the  tyranny 
of  many  as  of  one." 

Lord  Gower,  with  a  torrent  of  sneers,  declared  himself  in  favor  of  en- 
forcing every  measure.  Rochford  and  others  followed,  each  attacking 
Chatham  with  biting  sarcasm,  and  reproaching  him  with  "seeking  to 
spread  the  fire  of  sedition."  But  the  greatest  statesman  of  the  realm 
closed  the  debate,  as  he  had  opened  it,  by  insisting  on  the  right  of  Amer- 
icans to  hold  themselves  exempt  from  taxation  save  by  their  own  con- 
sent. His  reasoning;  the  essence  of  the  true  spirit  of  English  opinion, 
availed  nothing.  His  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  sixty-eight  against 
eighteen.     And  the  king  was  well  pleased. 


THE  MINISTRY   COURTING   NEW    YORK.  15 

Attention  was  at  once  turned  towards  severing  the  chain  of  union  in 
the  Colonies  which  Chatham  had  proclaimed  as  "  solid,  permanent,  and 
effectual."  The  ministry  fixed  their  eyes  upon  New  York,  which  was  the 
central  point,  geographically,  commercially,  and  financially.  New  York 
won  over  to  a  separate  negotiation,  and  the  backbone  of  the  "  rebellion  " 
was  broken.  Every  device  was  resorted  to,  and  every  exertion  made  to 
accomplish  the  desired  result.  Very  little  doubt  of  ultimate  success 
existed  in  the  minds  of  the  king  and  his  influential  courtiers.  New  York 
had  acquired  individual  strength  and  stood  out  alone,  a  distinct  character, 
as  it  were,  among  the  colonies.  Having  no  charter,  and  being  the  seat  of 
a  royal  government  which  dispensed  commissions,  offices,  and  immense 
grants  of  land,  New  York  was  alive  for  them  with  signs  of  promise.  A 
corrupt  influence  had  grown  out  of  contracts  for  the  army ;  the  New  York 
Assembly  had  been  continued  from  session  to  session  by  the  king's  prerog- 
ative for  a  series  of  years ;  New  York  City  was  the  seat  of  a  chartered 
college  which  taught  that  Christians  should  be  subject  to  the  higher 
powers,  and  of  the  Church  of  England,  whose  ministers  were  strictly 
loyal ;  and  over  and  above  all,  the  shadow  of  a  great  terror  might  be 
turned  to  account,  for  the  widely  scattered  and  defenseless  population  of 
the  province  shuddered  at  the  possibility  of  the  countless  savages  being 
let  loose  from  the  north  in  case  of  war.  It  would  seem  as  if  New  York 
would  accept  the  olive-branch,  and  welcome  almost  any  plan  of  accom- 
modation. 

The  recent  death  of  Sir  William  Johnson  (July  11,  1774)  had  created 
fresh  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  Indians.  On  the 
very  day  of  his  death  a  congress  of  six  hundred  braves  were  assembled  at 
his  baronial  hall,  and  he  had  spoken  two  hours  with  the  fire  and  vivacity 
of  an  Iroquois  orator,  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  great  sachems  of  the 
Six  Nations  from  participating  in  the  bloody  war  which  was  then  raging 
fiercely  along  the  savage  borders  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  a 
war  which  involved  their  own  blood  —  for  Logan  was  a  Mingo  chief  —  and 
which  was  marked  by  atrocities  so  awful  that  history  recoils  from  their  re- 
cital.i     Sir  William  was  succeeded  in  his  title  and  estates  by  his  son  Sir 

1  This  Indian  war  broke  out  in  February,  1774.  Michael  Cresap  (a  young  Maryland 
trader)  was  at  the  time  clearing  an  extensive  tract  of  land  which  he  had  purchased  in  that 
region,  with  a  large  force  of  laborers  in  his  employ.  He  was  considered  the  bravest  man  west 
of  the  Alleghanies.  When  hostilities  became  a  fixed  fact,  he  was  chosen  captain  of  the 
militia,^  and  became  a  terror  to  the  men  of  the  forest.  He  was  young,  not  over  thirty -three 
years  of  age  ;  his  name  has  been  made  familiar  to  every  school- boy  for  many  generations, 
through  the  famous  speech  of  Logan,  the  tall,  straight,  lithe,  athletic,  sentimental  Indian 
chief,  who,  reeking  with  his  own  bloody  cruelties,  defeated,  despairing,  and  for  once  thor- 
oughly afraid  of  his  resolute  foe,  burst  into  a  strain  of  accusation  which  lias  be(>n  pronounced 
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John  Johnson,  then  thirty -two  years  of  age,  who,  in  1773,  had  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Watts  of  New  York  City;  but  the 
control  of  Indian  affairs  feU  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Guy  Johnson, 
who  was  less  powerful  as  well  as  less  popular  than  his  father,  and  whose 
efficiency  in  managing  the  uneasy  savages  remained  to  be  proven. 

This  succession  of  butcheries  which  crimsoned  the  Alleghany  and  Mo- 
nongahela  Eivers,  was  virtually  brought  to  an  end  through  the  action  of 
the  old  Seneca  warriors  in  preventing  their  bloodthirsty  young  men 
from  rushing  to  the  assistance  of  the  defeated  tribes  in  that  extensive 
wild ;  but  these  same  suspicious  and  treacherous  beings  were  now  sniffing 
the  rumors  of  possible  civil  war  among  their  white  brethren,  and  any 
prophecy  concerning  their  probable  conduct  in  such  an  event  was  idle  in 
the  extreme. 

Dartmouth  quickly  ordered  the  governors  of  the  colonies  "  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavors "  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  con- 
templated Congress.  Tryon  was  in  England,  and  the  aged  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Colden  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  New  York  during  his  absence. 
Golden  had  never  swerved  for  an  instant  from  his  allegiance  to  the  crown  ; 
he  esteemed  it  a  religious  duty  to  obey  the  instructions  of  his  superiors 
to  the  letter.  In  reply  to  Dartmouth's  communication  he  wrote,  under 
date  of  January  4,  1775  :  — 

"  Enthusiasm  is  ever  contagious  ;  and  when  propagated  by  every  artifice  be- 
comes almost  irresistible.  The  Assembly  of  this  Province,  as  I  formerly  informed 
your  Lordship,  are  to  meet  next  Tuesday.  If  I  find  that  there  will  not  be  a 
Majority  for  prudent  measures,  I  shall  incline  to  prorogue  them  for  a  short  time, 
that  the  Plan  of  the  New  Parliament  may  be  known  here  before  the  Assembly 
do  anything." 

This  legislative  body  was  slow  in  coming  together.     It  was  the  26th  of 
January  before  twenty-one  out  of  thirty  members  were  in  their 
seats.     Abraham  Ten  Broeck  immediately  moved  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  acts  of  the  Congress   held   at  Philadelphia  in   the   pre- 
ceding autumn.     He  was  ably  seconded  by  George  Clinton  (afterwards 

the  finest  specimen  of  Indian  rhetoric  and  eloquence  in  the  history  of  the  race.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  Captain  Cresap,  although  so  notably  accused,  was  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  massacre  of  the  chieftain's  family,  as  he  was  many  hundred  miles  away  at  the  time  of 
its  occurrence.  He  traveled  over  the  mountains  and  through  the  vales  of  Pennsylvania  to 
the  seat  of  government  for  instructions,  and  receiving  a  royal  commission,  was  one  of  the  effi- 
cient officers  in  Lord  Dunmore's  expedition  against  the  "Western  savages  in  the  summer  of 
1774.  A  tombstone  in  Trinity  Churchyard  marks  his  resting-place,  he  having  died  in  New 
lork  in  the  autumn  of  1775,  while  on  his  way  from  Boston  (where  he  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  riflemen  under  Washington)  to  his  home  in  Maryland,  his  journey  from  the  seat  of 
war  having  been  occasioned  by  sudden  and  severe  illness. 
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governor  of  the  State  of  Kew  York),  by  the  brave  Philip  Schuyler,  by 
Simon  Boerum,  who  had  represented  King's  County  since  1761,  by  the 
afterwards  famous  Colonel  Woodhull,  by  Philip  Livingston,  and,  indeed, 
by   nearly   all    the 
members  who  were 
of  Dutch    descent. 
A    most    intensely 
exciting  debate  en- 
sued.    The  motion, 
however,    was     re- 
jected by  a  vote  of 
eleven  against  ten. 

The  news  reach- 
ing England,  George 
III.  and  his  minis- 
ters became  infat- 
uated with  their 
courting  scheme. 
Henceforth  no  pains 
must  be  spared.  The 
game  must  be  well 
played.  Not  a  trick 
lost.  New  York 
must  be  secured. 
Favors  and  indul- 
gences to  the  loyal. 
Praise  accorded  the 
good  disposition  towards  reconciliation  as  shown  by  the  vote  of  the  As- 
sembly. "Ah,"  said  Garnier  to  Ptochford,  "that  one  vote  was  worth  a 
million  sterling."  But  his  tone  changed  when  he  was  in  company  with 
Vergennes,  and  he  explained  how  that  one  "  insignificant "  vote  was  not 
worth  the  counting  by  the  Ministry,  for  New  York  was  sure  to  act  with 
the  rest  of  the  continent,  —  she  only  differed  in  the  modes. 

Governor  Tryon  was  ordered  to  return  to  New  York  without  delay, 
and  empowered  to  give  "  every  reasonable  satisfaction  to  England's  faith- 
ful subjects  in  New  York."  Diplomatists  were  to  convey  promises  to 
the  landed  gentry ;  the  chronic  disputes  in  the  land  department,  and 
boundary  difficulties,  were  to  be  settled  in  favor  of  New  York ;  the  claims 
of  New  York  speculators  to  Vermont  territory,  under  which  populous 
villages  had  grown  up,  were  to  be  supported  against  the  New  Hampshire 
grants ;  in  short,  all  claims  or  pretensions  were  to  be  honored  where  the 
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petitioners  would  pledge  themselves  not  to  obstruct  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  goods  to  and  from  Great  Britian.  New  York  was  to 
be  excepted  from  the  restraints  imposed  on  the  trade  and  fisheries  of  the 
other  colonies. 

There  were  hot  debates  in  the  New  York  Assembly,  particularly 
when  the  question  was  argued  whether  delegates  should  be  appointed  to 
the  second  Congress.  It  was  claimed  that  the  proceedings  of  the  first 
Congress  were  violent  and  treasonable,  and,  instead  of  healing  the  unnat- 
ural breach  with  the  mother  country,  had  the  effect  to  widen  it  immeasur- 
ably ;  that  "  to  repeat  the  experiment  in  the  present  emergency  was  to 
be  guilty  of  open  treason  in  the  broad  light  of  day."  Against  a  very  de- 
termined minority  the  House  refused  to  appoint  delegates. 

This  action  was  extensively  quoted  by  the  hopeful  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water ;  and  it  subjected  New  York  to  all  manner  of  unmerited  asper- 
sions from  the  neighboring  colonies.  But  its  weight  was  of  little  account 
in  the  general  balance  of  sentiment.  Never  was  a  pivot  of  the  policy 
of  ministers  more  grievously  misunderstood  than  New  York.  Never  was 
the  character  of  a  community  more  blunderingly  misinterpreted.  The 
foundation  of  the  structure  was  moderation,  inflexibility,  and  an  inherited 
predilection  for  republicanism.  An  ancestry  of  which  New  York  was 
proud  had  proven  to  the  world  that  a  small  people  under  great  discourage- 
ments could  found  a  republic.  The  results  of  the  daring  and  heroism 
which  distinguished  the  long  period  of  the  contest  between  Holland  and 
Spain  were  fresh  in  the  public  mind ;  and  men  reminded  each  other  in 
their  daily  walks  and  conversation  how  Great  Britain  herself  owed  the 
renovation  of  her  own  political  system  in  1689  to  Holland.  The  New- 
Yorkers  who  were  actually  in  sympathy  with  the  British  system  of  min- 
isterial oppression  were  nmch  fewer  than  has  been  generally  supposed  ; 
and  they  were  found  chiefly  on  the  surface.  The  landed  aristocracy  were 
divided;  they  naturally  dreaded  the  confiscation  of  their  vast  estates.  But 
WfB  shall  see  presently  that  it  was  no  insignificant  proportion  of  them  who 
nobly  risked  their  wide  possessions,  whether  inherited  or  accumulated,  in 
the  cause  of  liberty.  The  mechanics  of  the  city  were  almost  to  a  man 
enthusiasts  for  resistance.  They  were  excitable  and  headstrong ;  and 
men  of  means  and  broader  intelligence  feared  that  through  the  very  fact 
that  this  class  had  nothing  personally  to  lose,  and  little  care  for  or  con- 
ception of  possible  future  events,  irreparable  mischief  might  be  wrought 
through  their  rash  perversity. 

Notwithstanding  the  conservative  element,  and  the  generally  estab- 
lished belief  to  the  contrary,  in  no  American  colony  was  English  dominion 
less  welcome  than  in  New  York.     The  reader  will  observe  that  with  all 
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the  corrupting  influences  which  the  ingenuity  of  a  corrupt  Ministry  could 
devise  bearing  down  upon  her,  without  any  legally  constituted  body  as  a 
rallying  point,  with  perils  menacing  her  on  every  side,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  logic  which  had  been  a  part  of  every  man's  education  —  that  an 
established  government  must  be  sustained  —  we  find  New  York  proceed- 
ing exclusively  by  the  methods  of  revolution,  and  under  circumstances  of 
difficulty  which  had  no  parallel  in  any  of  the  other  Colonies.  At  the  criti- 
cal moment  when  the  king  was  most  obstinately  and  serenely  confident  in 
regard  to  the  future  conduct  of  New  York,  the  Committee  of  Sixty  were 
laughing  at  the  vote  of  the  Assembly,  which  by  a  majority  of  four  refused 
to  forbid  importations,  and  in  the  very  face  of  this  counter-legislative 
action  strictly  enforced  the  non-importation  agreement  of  the  condemned 
Congress.  While  the  smiling  monarch  was  lavishing  flattery  upon  his 
"well-disposed  subjects  in  New  York"  and  issuing  orders  that  they 
should  be  "  gratified  in  every  reasonable  request,"  the  self-directing  Com- 
mittee of  Sixty,  wishing  to  test  the  real  mind  of  New  York  concerning 
the  Assembly's  refusal  to  appoint  delegates  to  another  Congress,  caused 
a  poll  to  be  taken  throughout  the  city,  and  against  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  eight  hundred  and  tM'enty-five  declared  in  favor  of  representation. 
A  convention  was  unhesitatingly  summoned  to  elect  the  delegates,  in  which 
the  counties  co-operated  with  the  city.  On  the  20th  of  April, 
under  the  direct  gaze  of  the  "supreme  legislative  government 
of  New  York,"  forty-five  undaunted  electors  chose  from  among  their 
ranks  fourteen  delegates  for  the  second  Continental  Congress.  Colden 
wrote  despairingly  to  Dartmouth :  "  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  gov- 
ernment to  prevent  such  measures ;  they  are  supported  by  individuals 
in  their  private  characters,  and  do  not  come  within  the  energy  of  the 
laws." 

Several  of  these  newly  elected  delegates  will  be  recognized  as  members 
of  the  Assembly.  Philip  Livingston,  the  great  merchant  —  president  of 
the  convention  —  was  the  first  choice ;  John  Alsop,  with  immense  mer- 
cantile interests  at  stake  ;  Francis  Lewis,  also  a  merchant,  a  man  of 
liberal  education  and  extensive  foreign  travel ;  James  Duane,  a  lawyer  of 
large  practice  and  universally  conceded  abilities ;  John  Jay,  already  in 
the  front  rank  among  lawyers,  scholars,  and  political  economists,  despite 
his  brief  twenty-nine  years ;  Philip  Schuyler,  the  valiant  champion  of 
popular  rights  in  the  Assembly  ;  Ptobert  Pt.  Livingston,  versatile,  brilliant, 
and  influential ;  George  Clinton,  as  wise  in  council  as  he  was  afterwards 
gallant  in  warfare;  Henry  Wisner,  from  Orange  County,  the  chief 
manufacturer  of  powder  for  the  American  army  at  a  later  date  ;  Simon 
Boerum,  the  assemblyman  from  King's  County  during  fourteen  consecu- 
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tive  years  ^ ;  William  Floyd,  intelligent,  active,  and  discreet  ^ ;  and  Lewis 
Morris,  the  worthy  scion  of  a  powerful  family  whose  influence  for  more 
than  a  century  had  been  arrayed  against  the  arbi- 
trary encroachments  of  the  crown.  Thus  were  the 
varied  interests  of  New  York  represented  in  this 
important  movement  towards  independence.  Men 
of  high  moral  dignity,  of  sound  discretion,  of 
wealth  and  position,  of  active  business  habits,  and 
cultivated  intelligence,  men  well  known  and  in 
whom  the  community  trusted,  and  who  were  in  no 
humor  to  shirk  responsibility  or  hasten  war,  were 
to  take  their  seats  in  the  second  Continental  Con- 
gress which  England  had  tried  in  vain  to  suppress. 
Clinton  Arms.  Their  real  as  well  as  professed  object  was  to  "  con- 

cert measures  for  the  preservation  of  American  rights,  and  for  the  restora- 
tion of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies." 

New  York  had  as  much  more  at  stake  than  either  New  England  or 
A^irginia,  as  she  was  better  prepared  through  generations  of  schooling  in 
the  methods  of  government  to  cope  with  the  adversaries  of  liberty.  For 
upwards  of  three  fourths  of  a  century  New  York  had  been  steadily  advan- 
cing upon  arbitrary  power,  while  the  neighboring  colonies  were  compara- 

1  Simon  Boerum  was  Lorn  in  Holland  in  1724,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents 
when  quite  young.  He  married  Maria  Martense  Schenck  of  Flatlands.  He  was  clerk  of 
King's  County  from  1750  until  his  death  in  1775,  and  also  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
some  twenty- three  years.     He  owned  a  considerable  tract  of  land  in  Brooklyn. 

'^  William  Floyd  was  the  eldest  son  of  Nicoll  Floyd,  who  was  the  youngest  son  of  Eichard 
Floyd  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Secretary  Matthias  Nicoll  and  sister  of  the  famous  William 
Nicoll,  patentee  of  the  Islip  estate.  (Vol.  I.  pp.  208,  374,  507.)  He  was  born  December,  1734. 
He  was  major-general  of  the  militia  of  Suffolk  County  ;  member  of  both  the  first  and  second 
Continental  Congresses  ;  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ;  and  served  in  the  Congress 
of  1779,  and  again  in  1788,  the  first  Congress  which  convened  in  New  York  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution.  He  was,  in  1777,  a  member  of  the  first  Constitutional 
Legislature  of  the  State  ;  in  1800  he  was  one  of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  several  subsequent  occasions  acted  in  the  same  capacity.  For 
a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years  he  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  During  the  war  he  was  driven  with  his  family  for  shelter  to  Connecticut,  and 
his  elegant  mansion  was  appropriated  by  the  enemy,  his  produce  seized,  and  his  woods  cut 
down.  At  the  end  of  seven  years  the  soil  was  nearly  all  that  remained  to  him.  His  first 
wife  was  Isabella,  daughter  of  William  Jones  of  Southampton,  Long  Island.  His  second  wife 
was  Joanna,  daughter  of  Benajah  Strong  of  Setauket.  His  children  were  Nicoll,  who  was 
the  father  of  Hon.  John  G.  Floyd,  member  of  Congress  from  Oneida  ;  Mary,  who  married 
Benjamin  Tallmadge  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut, — the  mother  of  Frederick  A.  and  Heniy 
Floyd  Tallmadge  of  New  York  ;  Catharine,  who  married  Dr.  Samuel  Clarkson  ;  Ann,  who 
married  George  W.  Clinton,  son  of  the  vice-president,  and  for  her  second  husband  Abraham 
Varick  ;  and  Eliza,  who  married  James  Piatt  of  Utica,  New  York.  Thonqysons  Long  Island, 
Vol.  II.  431. 
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tively  at  rest  under  well-defined  chartered  rights.  The  question  whether 
English  or  French  civilization  should  control  in  the  development  of  the 
American  continent  had  been  chiefly  determined  by  New  York ;  and  the 
principles  which  underlie  our  republican  institutions  had  first  found  ex- 
pression in  New  York.  In  short,  the  tree  of  freedom  had  been  planted 
in  the  Empire  State  long  before  the  little  plantation  of  a  Dutch  mer- 
cantile company  had  come  under  kingly  rule ;  it  had  taken  firm  root ; 
it  had  grown  rank  despite  the  frosts  of  severe  displeasure,  sometimes 
shooting  forth  its  branches  in  one  direction  and  sometimes  in  another, 
putting  out  a  leaf  here  and  a  leaf  there,  and  finally  budding  and  blooming 
under  the  stray  sunbeams  of  a  living  affection  for  liberty  even  while 
constantly  assailed  by  storms  of  foreign  wrath ;  and  now  its  ripening 
fruit  is  falling —  into  its  neighbors'  fields,  indeed,  who,  with  their  baskets 
ready,  hasten  to  gather  it  in. 

The  New  York  Convention  adjourned  on  Saturday.     The  quiet  of  the 
next  morning  (Sunday)  was  broken  by  the  startling  news  of  the 
battle  of  Lexington.     As  the  people  were  assembling  for  morning 
■service  in  the  various  churches  of  the  metropolis,  a  horseman,  riding 
furiously  down  the  Bowery  Eoad  into  Broadway,  reined  in  his^  ^^ 
■steed  here  and  there  to  recite  the  events  of  Wednesday,  the  19th 
of  April,  to  little  groups  of  Sunday  worshipers  on  the  street.     Written 
documents,  authenticated  by  the  chief  men  of  all  the  prominent  towns  he 
had  passed  through  from  Boston  to  New  York,  confirmed  his  every  state- 
ment.    Amazement,  alarm,  and  indignation  took  possession  of  the  public 
mind.     The  British  army  had  attempted  to  seize  and  destroy  the  military 
supplies  at  Concord ;  an  ill-advised  and  inglorious  expedition  had  resulted 
in  a  chapter  of  horrors  with  which  the  world  is  familiar,  and  in  the  igno- 
minious flight  of  well-trained  troops  before  an  outraged  people !     The 
king's  army  at  this  moment  were  closely  beleaguered  in  Boston  with  no 
mode  of  exit  except  by  the  sea  ! 

New  York  was  aflame  with  excitement.  The  news  traveled  with  the 
speed  of  a  whirlwind,  and  the  whole  city  before  noon  seemed  to  have 
risen  in  resentment.  Men  hurried  to  and  fro,  women  were  met  weeping 
■on  the  sidewalks,  the  churches  were  deserted  in  the  great  feverish  impulse 
to  learn  the  miserable  truth,  and  the  dinner-hour  was  forgotten.  Although 
it  was  the  Sabbath,  men  in  a  body  took  possession  of  the  City  Hall,  and 
armed  themselves  with  the  munitions  it  contained.  Two  vessels  laden 
with  flour  and  supplies  for  the  British  troops  at  Boston,  just  upon  the  eve 
of  sailing,  were  at  once  boarded  by  an  impromptu  force,  headed  by  Isaac 
Sears  and  John  Lamb,  and  the  cargoes,  to  the  value  of  eighty  thousand 
pounds,  swiftly  unloaded.     All  vessels  about  to  sail  for  any  of  the  British 
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possessions  were  detained.  The  royal  government  was  powerless  in  New 
York ;  the  people  ruled  the  hour.  The  keys  of  the  custom-house  were 
demanded  and  the  officers  dismissed. 

On  Monday,  while  volunteer  companies  paraded  Broadway  in  defiance 

of  the  administration,  the  Committee  of  Sixty  met  in  earnest  con- 

Apni  24.  g^^j^j^^JQjj .  i^eiiig  invested  with  no  special  power  except  in  regard 

to  the  non-importation  agreement,  a  new  committee  with  wider  authority 

seemed  indispensable.     Hence  the  following  call  was  issued  :  — 

NEW-YORK>  Committee-Chamber, 

WEDNESDAY,  26tK  April,  3775. 

THE  CommitteeTiaving  talcea  into  CoTiildetanoathe  Commotion* 
occafiojicd  by  the  fanguinary  Meifures  purfucd  by  Ac  Sritiik 
Mmiftty,  and  that  tte  Powers  writh  whicK  this  Comtnittcc  is 
invcfted,  reibeft  only  the  Ailociation.  are  unanimoufly  of 
Opinion,  That  a  new  Committee  be  clefted  by  the  Freeholders 
and  Freemen  of  this  City  and  County,  for  the  prefcnt  unhappy  Exigency 
of  Affairs,  as  well  as  to  obfervc  the  Condudl  of  all  Pcrfons  touching  the 
Aflbciation;  That  the  faid  Committee  coniift  of  loo  Perfons;  that  33  be  a. 
Quorum,  and  that  they  difTolvc  within  a  Fortnight  next  aftct  the  End  of 
the  next  Seflions  of  the  Continental  Congrefs.  And  that  the  Senfe  of  the 
Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  tKts  City  and  County,  upon  this  Subjeft,  may 
be  better  procured  and  afcertaiatd,  the  Committee  are  further  unanimoufly 
of  Opinion,  That  the  Polls  "be  taken  on  Friday  Morning  next,  at  ^o'clock, 
at  the  ufual  Places  of -EleAion  In  each  Ward,  under  the  Inlpc<5tton  of  the 
two  Veflrymen  of  each  Ward,  and  two  of  this  Committee,  or  any  two 
of  the  four  j  and  that  at  the  faid  Elcdions  the  Votes  of  the  Freemen  and 
Freeholder?,  be  taken  on  the  following  Quciilioas,  via.  Whether  fuch  New; 
Committee  (hall  be  conftitufed;  and  if  Teoy  of  whom  it  (haUconfift.  And 
this  Committee  13  further  unanimouily  of  Opinion,  That  at  the  prefent 
alarming  Juncture,  it  is  highly  advifeablc  that  a  Provincial  Congrefs  be 
immediately  fummoned  i  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Freeholders 
and  Freemen,  of  this  City  and  County,  to  choofc  at  the  fame  Tim£  that 
they  vote  for  the  New  Committee  aforefaid,  Twenty  Deputies  to  rcprefcnt 
them  at  the  faid  Congrefs.  And  that  a  Letter  be  foithwith  prepared  and 
difpatchcdto  all  the  Counties,  rcquefting  them  to  unite  with  U5  in  forming 
a  Provincial  Congrefs,  and  to  appoint  their  Deputies  without  Delay,  to  meet 
at  New -York,  on  Monday  the  22  d  of  May  next. 

By  Order  of  the  CommitUe^ 

ISAAC  LOW,  Chatrman. 
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The  counties  of  New  York  had  many  of  them  prior  to  this  call  assured 
the  public  through  the  press  of  their  willingness  to  stand  or  fall  with 
American  liberty .^  Hitherto  there  had  been  no  occasion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Provincial  Congress  in  New  York.  It  was  supposed  that  such 
a  movement  would  obstruct  all  business,  prevent  the  collection  of  debts, 
destroy  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  involve  the  country  in  distress.  But 
with  the  shifting  scenes  minor  considerations  were  overlooked,  and  one 
grand  impulse  seemed  to  inspire  action.  While  the  war-message  was 
speeding  from  village  to  village  through  New  England,  and  the  popula- 
tion responding  in  a  manner  which  has  found  no  parallel  in  history,  New 
York  unhesitatingly  took  another  firm,  unfaltering  step  in  the  direction 
of  Independence. 

Through  the  length  and  breadth  of  New  England  no  time  was  con- 
sumed in  asking  if  resistance  were  practicable ;  no  delay  for  the  want  of 
a  union  formed  or  leaders  proclaimed.  Men  hurried  from  the  fields,  the 
work-shops,  and  the  barns,  and  ministers  came  from  their  studies,'^  every 
one  with  a  gun,  and  a  bit  of  lunch  in  his  hat  or  pocket ;  possibly  a  few 
necessaries  packed  in  a  pillow-case  by  wife  or  daughter.  In  some  towns, 
companies  were  organized  after  a  fashion  on  the  village  green.  For  the 
most  part  the  enlistments  were  on  the  prime  condition  of  individual  con- 
venience or  pleasure.     Thus  the  volunteer  was  as  free  to  go  away  as  to 

1  A  humorous  writer  of  the  day,  after  recording  the  action  of  the  inhabitants  of  Duchess 
County  in  refusing  to  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance,  thus 
ridicules  the  "  advocates  of  ministerial  oppression  "  who  were  at  the  same  time  assembled  in 
Convention  :  "  After  business,  then  a  dinner,  which  is  to  consist  of  many  dishes,  but  I  can- 
not pretend  to  express  the  sumptuousness  nor  variety  of  them  ;  there  is,  however,  to  be  good 
English  roast-beef,  ewe  mutton,  and  lamb,  both  roast  and  boiled,  and  all  well  seasoned  with 
certain  spices  brought  from  the  East  Indies  ;  next  is  to  come  a  pompous  pye,  on  one  side  of 
which  is  to  be  seen  a  viper,  and  on  the  other  a  pigeon,  both  curiously  formed  in  paste,  denot- 
ing the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  and  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  and  on  the  top  a  cormorant, 
with  a  ministerial  mandate  in  his  mouth  ;  the  salad  is  to  consist  entirely  of  celery  and  jxnny- 
royal,  which  it  is  expected  the  guests  will  devour  veiy  greedily.  But  how  vain  would  it  be  to 
attempt  a  description  of  the  whole  entertainment  ;  all  will  be  elegant,  sumptuous,  and  polite, 
though  there  will  be  no  dessert  ;  as  for  the  wines,  they  are  to  be  particularly  such  as  have  been 
lately  imported  from  Maderia  or  the  Western  Islands,  if  such  are  to  be  had  ;  for  you  must 
know  that  they  intend  to  eat  and  drink  what  they  please,  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land ; 
notwithstanding  the  Association  entered  into  by  the  Continental  Congress.  Towards  evening 
the  TEA-table,  with  all  its  equippages  and  appurtenances,  is  to  be  brought  in  ;  the  landlady 
will  be  confoundedly  puzzled  to  suit  the  company,  as  there  's  no  India  Company's  tea  to  be 
had,  and  tea  they  will  have,  notwithstanding  this  meeting  is  to  be  after  the  first  day  of 

March.    What  then  is  to  be  done  ?   Why,  give  us  Dutch  tea,  if  you  have  no  other How 

comfortable  to  the  more  ignorant  part  of  the  Convention,  who  have  been  drawn  in  to  sign  the 
creed,  to  see  their  leaders  indulge  in  diversions  and  pleasures,  which  is  a  sure  sign  that  the 
ship  is  safe,  and  in  a  calm."     Neiv  York  Gazette,  March  20,  1775. 

2  In  Danvers,  Asa  Putnam,  a  deacon  of  the  church,  was  chosen  Captain  of  the  minute-men 
and  Eev.  Mr.  Wadsworth,  the  pastor,  was  made  his  First  Lieutenant. 
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rush  into  the  fray.  There  were  no  uniforms,  and  no  equipments.  On  the- 
soldiers'  rapid  march  to  the  seat  of  the  disturbance  the  inhabitants, 
along  the  route  gladly  spread  their  tables,  and  all  things  were  in  com- 
mon. The  British  officers  were  confounded  when  they  saw  the  besiegers 
perched  in  Cambridge  as  a  central  camp,  with  wide-spread  wings  stretch- 
ing from  Chelsea  on  the  left,  almost  round  to  Dorchester  on  the  right, 
covering  about  three  quarters  of  a  circle  of  headlands,  slopes,  peninsulas, 
and  eminences,  themselves  thus  hemmed  in  by  an  unorganized,  fluc- 
tuating mass  of  humanity  filled  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  a  military 
host.  The  bitter  mortification  of  the  proud  and  most  experienced  soldiers 
of  the  English  realm,  freshly  laureled  in  recent  wars,  was  only  equaled  by 
the  sufferings  which  came  with  their  confinement,  since  their  magazines 
were  unfilled,  and  supplies  of  every  description  were  cut  off,  rendering 
their  diet  unwholesome  and  meager.  They  were  rich  in  every  form  of 
water-craft,  ships  of  war,  gun-boats,  transports,  floats,  and  barges;  but  even 
with  these  they  could  not  venture  near  the  shore  of  main  or  island.  The 
tide-soaked  marshes  between  the  two  combating  forces  then  doubled  the 
present  width  of  the  rivers  ;  and  there  were  no  bridges  in  the  region,  save 
on  the  side  of  Cambridge  towards  Brighton.  The  salt  flats  had  no  cause- 
ways over  them,  and  the  only  route  between  any  two  places  was  by  a 
long  detour.  The  chief  roads  and  all  the  high  points  were  cautiously 
guarded.  Hence  the  humiliated  generals  of  England's  monarch  saw  no  way 
out  of  their  disgraceful  dilemma,  until  reinforcements  should  reach  them 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  General  Gage,  at  the  solicitation 
of  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Boston  assembled  in  Faneuil  Hall,, 
agreed  to  allow  such  of  the  people  as  desired,  to  remove  from  the  city,  if 
they  would  leave  their  arms  behind  them  and  covenant  to  abstain  alto- 
gether from  hostilities.  Many  of  the  suffering  and  frightened  families, . 
whose  means  of  procuring  food  were  made  precarious  by  the  seige,  availed 
themselves  of  the  permission.  But  their  effects  were  subjected  to  a  rigid 
examination  ;  and  presently  ^the  devoted  loyalists,  of  whom  there  were 
not  a  few,  objected  to  the  liberty  afforded  their  neighbors  of  removal, 
under  whatever  circumstances,  as  it  would  furnish  the  provincials  more 
excuse  for  violence  should  they  attack  the  city.  There  were  timid  neu- 
trals, and  there  were  spies,  who  remained  quietly  in  Boston.  These  latter 
watched  all  movements  and  communicated  with  their  friends  outside. 
The  population  of  Boston,  independent  of  the  military,  was  then  about 
eighteen  thousand.  The  town  of  Charlestowu,  which  lay  under  the  Brit- 
ish guns,  contained  some  two  or  three  thousand  souls.  The  interruption 
of  employment  brought  poverty,  and  the  people  fled  from  Charlestown 
in  every  direction,  until  there  were  less  than  two  hundred  remaining. 
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The  colonial  forces  were  loosely  officered,  and  under  no  national  author- 
ity whatsoever.  No  war  had  been  declared,  and  there  was  no  nation  to 
declare  war.  The  Continental  Congress  had  not  as  yet  decided  upon  the 
need  of  an  army.  They  had  no  munitions  of  war  nor  the  means  with 
which  to  procure  them.  A  self- constituted  Provincial  Congress  discharged 
legislative  functions  in  Massachusetts,  and  a  Committee  of  Safety  directed 
in  military  affairs.  A  Council  of  War  was  also  instituted,  with  an  unde- 
fined range  as  to  advice  and  authority,  sometimes  mischievously  interfer- 
ing with  or  confusing  the  arrangements  and  measures  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  The  field  officers  held  place  and  rank  according  to  the  inclination 
and  partialities  of  the  privates,  and  were  liable  to  be  superseded  or  dis- 
obeyed at  any  moment.^  Indeed,  the  fighting  elements,  drawn  together 
by  the  excitement  of  the  hour,  were  subject  to  discord  and  disintegration, 
and  could  act  in  concert  only  by  yielding  themselves  to  the  influence  of 
the  spirit  which  had  wrenched  them  from  their  various  occupations  at  the 
busiest  season  of  the  year.  They  did  not  feel  their  lack  of  discipline  nor 
realize  its  probable  consequences.  They  were  restless  under  restraint, 
and  eager  for  action.  In  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  in  the  Council 
of  War  there  were  directing  minds,  and  a  wide  difference  of  opinion,  as  to 
the  safe  and  expedient  course  to  be  pursued.  Daring  enterprises  were 
discussed,  but  little  could  be  attempted  while  there  was  hardly  powder 
enough  in  the  camp  for  a  successful  target  expedition.^ 

In  accordance  with  the  call,  New  York  city  and  county  elected,  on 
May  1,  a  new  Committee  of  One  Hundred  to  control  in  all  general 

'^  ®  Mayl. 

affairs  ^  ;  and  as  the  powers  of  the  Convention  (so  recently  in  ses- 
sion) had  expired  with  the  choice  of  delegates  to  the  Continental  Con- 
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The  following  are  tlie  names 

of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  chosen  in  this  emer- 

gen 
1. 

Isaac  Low. 

15. 

Gabriel  H.  Ludlow. 

29. 

John  Anthony. 

2. 

Philip  Livingston. 

16. 

Nicholas  Hoffman. 

30. 

Francis  Bassett. 

3. 

James  Duane. 

17. 

Abraham  Walton. 

31. 

Victor  Bicker. 

4. 

John  Alsop. 

18. 

Peter  Van  Schaack. 

32. 

John  White. 

5. 

John  Jay. 

19. 

Henry  Remsen. 

33. 

Theophilus  Anthony. 

6. 

Peter  V.  B.  Livingston. 

20. 

Peter  T.  Curtenius. 

34. 

William  Goforth. 

7. 

Isaac  Sears. 

21. 

Abraham  Brasher. 

35. 

William  Denning. 

8. 

David  Johnson. 

22. 

Abraham  P.  Lott. 

36. 

Isaac  Roosevelt. 

9. 

Alexander  McDougall. 

23. 

Abraham  Duryee. 

37. 

Jacob  Van  Voorhees. 

10. 

Thomas  Randall. 

24. 

Joseph  Bull. 

38. 

Jeremiah  Piatt. 

11. 

Leonard  Lispenard. 

25. 

Francis  Lewis. 

39. 

Comfort   Sands. 

12. 

William  Walton. 

26. 

Joseph  Totten. 

40. 

Robert  Benson. 

13. 

John  Broom. 

27. 

Thomas  Ivers. 

41. 

William  W.  Gilbert. 

14. 

Joseph  Hallett. 

28. 

Hercules  Mulligan, 

42. 

John  Berrien. 
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gress/  all  parts  of  the  colony  of  New  York  had  been  summoned,  and  at 
the  same  time  (May  1)  elected  delegates  to  represent  them  in  a  Provincial 
Congress. 

Eighty-three  members  of  the  new  Committee  of  One  Hundred  met  as 
soon  as  chosen  ;  and  on  the  motion  of  John  Morin  Scott,  seconded  by 
Alexander  MacDougall,  an  association  was  projected,  engaging  under  all 
the  ties  of  religion,  honor,  and  love  of  country,  to  submit  to  committees 
and  to  Congress,  to  withhold  supplies  from  British  troops,  and  at  the 
risk  of  lives  and  fortunes  to  repel  every  attempt  at  enforcing  taxation  by 
Parliament.  Colden  described  in  a  letter  to  Dartmouth,  under  date  of 
May  3,  how  the  people  of  New  York  had  "  entirely  prostrated  the*  powers 
of  Government,  and  produced  an  association  by  which  this  Province  has 
solemnly  united  with  the  others  in  resisting  the  Acts  of  Parliament." 
On  the  5th  of  May  a  packet  sailed  for  England.  Among  the  passen- 
gers were  two  agents  sent  by  the  counselors  of  the  disabled  gov- 
ernment of  New  York,  to  represent  to  the  Ministry  how  severely 
the  rash  conduct  of  the  army  at  Boston  had  injured  the  cause  of  the  king. 
The  Committee  of  One  Hundred  addressed  by  the  same  vessel  the  mayor 
and  corporation  of  London,  and  through  them  the  capital  of  the  British 
Empire  and  people  of  Great  Britain,  saying :  — 

"  This  country  will  not  be  deceived  by  measures  conciliatory  in  appearance. 
....  America  is  grown  so  irritable  by  oppression,  that  the  least  shock,  in  any 
part,  is,  by  the  most  powerful  sympathetic  affection,  instantaneously  felt  through 


Mays. 


43. 

Gabriel  W.  Ludlow. 

63. 

Augustus  Van  Horn. 

82. 

Benjamin  Helme. 

44. 

Nicholas  Roosevelt. 

64. 

Garrat  Keteltas. 

83. 

Walter  Franklin. 

45. 

Edward  Fleming. 

65. 

Eleazer  Miller. 

84. 

Da^^d  Beekman. 

46. 

Lawrence  Embree. 

66. 

Benjamin  Kissam. 

85. 

William  Seton, 

47. 

Samuel  Jones. 

67. 

John  Morin  Scott. 

86. 

Evert  Banker. 

48. 

John  DeLancey. 

6». 

Cornelius  Clopper. 

87. 

Robert  Ray. 

49. 

Frederic  Jay. 

69. 

John  Read. 

88. 

Mich'»  Bogert  (Broadway). 

50. 

William  W.  Ludlow. 

70. 

John  Van  Cortlandt. 

89. 

AVilliam  Laight. 

51. 

John  B.  Moore. 

71. 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt. 

90. 

Samuel  Broom. 

52. 

Eudolphus  Ritzlnd. 

72. 

Gerardus  Duyckiuck. 

91. 

John  Lamb. 

53. 

Lindley  Murray. 

73. 

Peter  Goelet." 

92. 

Daniel  Phtenix. 

54. 

Lancaster  Burling. 

74. 

John  Marston. 

93. 

Anthony  Van  Dam. 

55. 

John  Lasher. 

75. 

Thomas  Marston. 

94. 

Daniel  Dunscomb. 

56. 

George  Janaway. 

76. 

John  Morton. 

95. 

John  Imlay. 

57. 

James  Beekman. 

77. 

George  Folliot. 

96. 

Oliver  Templeton. 

58. 

Samuel  Verplanck. 

78. 

Jacobus  Lefferts. 

97. 

Lewis  Pintard. 

59. 

Richard  Yates. 

79. 

Richard  Sharp. 

98. 

Cornelius  P.  Low. 

60. 

David  Clarkson. 

80. 

Hamilton  Young. 

99. 

Thomas  Buchannan. 

61. 

Thomas  Smith. 

81. 

Abraham  Brinkerhoff. 

100. 

Petrus  Byvank. 

62. 

James  Desbrosses. 
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the  whole  continent.  The  city  (of  New  York)  are  as  one  man  in  the  cause  of 
liberty ;  our  inhabitants  are  resolutely  bent  on  supporting  their  committee,  and 
the  intended  Provincial  and  Continental  Congresses  ;  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  their  example  in  the  other  counties.  In  short,  while  the 
whole  continent  ardently  wishes  for  peace  upon  such  terms  as  can  be  acceded  to 
by  Englishmen,  they  are  indefatigable  in  preparing  for  the  last  appeal. 

"  We  speak  the  real  sentiments  of  the  confederated  Colonies,  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  Georgia,  when  we  declare  that  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war  will  never  compel 
America  to  submit  to  taxation  by  authority  of  Parliament." 

These  brave  words  were  written  in  the  full  light  of  the  knowledge 
that  there  were  not  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder  in  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  metropolis,  that  British  troops  were  already  ordered  to  New 
York,  that  it  was  commanded  by  Brooklyn  Heights,  and  that  the  deep 
water  of  its  harbor  exposed  it  on  both  sides  to  ships  of  war.  The  letter 
was  signed  by  eighty-nine  of  the  One  Hundred,  of  whom  the  first  was 
John  Jay. 

The  following  day  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
to  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia  drew  near  ;  they  were 

May  6. 

met  on  Murray  Hill,  three  miles  from  the  city,  by  a  company  of 
grenadiers,  and  a  regiment  of  the  city  militia  under  arms,  and  by  carriages 
and  a  cavalcade,  and  many  thousands  of  persons  on  foot ;  and  along  roads 
which  were  crowded  as  if  the  whole  city  had  turned  out  to  do  them 
honor,  and  amid  shouts  and  huzzas,  the  ringing  of  bells  and  every 
demonstration  of  joy,  they  made  their  entry  into  New  York,  where  they 
spent  the  Sabbath. 

On  Monday,  two  days  later,  they  were  joined  by  several  of  the  New 
York  delegates,  and  with  great  ceremony  escorted  by  several  hun- 
dred of  the  militia  under  arms,  and  by  a  much  larger  number  of 
patriotic  citizens,  across  the  water  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  pausing 
in  Newark  and  Elizabethtown,  where  triumphal  honors  awaited  them. 

Events  followed  each  other  with  the  swiftness  of  the  whirlwind.  Rev. 
Myles  Cooper,  the  second  President  of  King's  College,  who  had  been 
elected  to  that  honorable  position  in  1763,  while  only  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  had  been  writing  for  the  press  with  great  force  and  elegance  of 
diction,  on  the  subject  of  colonial  relation  to  England.  A  tract  had  re- 
cently appeared  from  his  pen  entitled  "A  Friendly  Address  to  all  Reason- 
able Americans  on  the  Subject  of  our  Political  Confusions."  His  habits 
and  opinions  had  been  fashioned  from  the  old  Oxford  pattern,  and  the 
popular  party  were  not  in  any  humor  to  tolerate  his  scholarly  arguments 
against  opposing  the  kind's  troops.     On  the  night  of  the  10th  of 

^  in  •!  May  10. 

May  a  mob  forcibly  entered  his  lodgmg  m  the  college  with  mur- 
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(ler  intent.  A  student  warning  him  in  time,  he  escaped,  half-dressed,  by 
jumping  over  the  college  fence,  and  found  shelter  in  the  house  of  one  of 
the  Stuyvesants  until  he  could  reach  a  vessel  bound  for  England.^ 

John  Holt,  who  edited  the  Neio  York  Journal,  was  one  of  the  most 
fearless  of  printers ;  having  in  1774  discarded  the 
arms  of  the  king  as  an  ornamental  heading  for  his 
paper,  and  substituted  the  device  of  a  snake  cut 
into  parts,  with  "Unite  or  die"  for  a  motto,  he 
about  this  time  issued  the  snake  joined  and  coiled, 
with  the  tail  in  its  mouth,  forming  a  double  ring ; 
within   the  coil  was  a  pillar  standing  on  Magna 
Holt's  Snake  Device.         Carta,  surmountcd  with  the  cap  of  Liberty. 
As  the  delegates  of  New  England  and  New  York  were  traveling  through 
New  Jersey  and  bearing  with  them  to  their  goal  the  sense  of  the  popula- 
tion as  well  as  the  declaration  of  the  New  Jersey  Assembly  "  to  abide  by 
the  united  voice  of  the  Continental  Congress,"  a  scheme,  discussed  in 
private  by  Adams  and  Hancock  with  the  governor  and  council  of  Con- 
necticut while  in  Hartford  a  few  days  before,  was  taking  effect  in  a  master 
stroke  of  military  policy.     A  party  of  volunteers  under  the  command  of 
Ethan  Allen  were  on  the  march  towards  Ticonderoga.     They  were  chiefly 
from  Salisbury,  Berkshire,  and  Bennington,  having  been  fitted  out  from 
the  funds  in  the  Connecticut  treasury.     In  the  gray  of  the  morning  of  that 
eventful  10th  of  May  which  inaugurated  the  opening  of  the  second  Con- 
tinental Congress,  the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga,  which  cost  England 
^    ■  eight  million  pounds  sterling,  a  succession  of  campaigns,  and  an 
immense  amount  of  human  life,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans  after 
a  siege  of  ten  minutes,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

Allen's  party  numbered  eighty-three ;  they  broke  through  the  closed 
gate  of  the  fort,  disarmed  the  guards,  raising  at  the  same  instant  the 
Indian  war-whoop,  —  such  an  unnatural  yell,  as  had  not  been  heard  in  all 
that  region  since  the  days  of  Montcalm,  —  and  formed  on  the  parade  in 
hollow  square  so  as  to  face  each  of  the  barracks.  One  of  the  sentries, 
after  receiving  a  slight  M^ound,  cried  for  quarter,  and  guided  Allen  to  the 
apartment  of  the  commanding  officer. 

"  Come  forth  instantly,  or  I  will  sacrifice  the  whole  garrison ! "  Allen 
shouted  through  the  door. 

1  Rev.  Myles  Cooper,  LL.  D.,  was  bom  in  England  in  1735.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford, 
and  afterwards  made  a  Fellow  of  Queen's  College.  He  published  an  octavo  volume  of  poems 
in  1761.  He  enjoyed  a  distinguished  reputation  for  scholarship.  After  his  escape  to  England 
he  was  made  pastor  of  the  First  Episcopal  Chapel  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  died  in  1785.  His- 
portrait  is  preserved  in  Columbia  College  ;  he  is  said  to  have  borne  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  poet  Dryden. 
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Delaplace,  the  commander,  appeared  undressed,  with  his  garments  in 
his  hand. 

"  Deliver  to  me  the  fort  instantly  ! "  was  the  salutation  with  which  he 
was  welcomed. 

"  By  what  authority  ? "  he  asked  in  amazement. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  Congress ! " 
was  the  quick  response. 

Delaplace  attempted  to  speak  again,  but  was  peremptorily  interrupted 
by  Allen,  who  flourished  a  drawn  sword  over  his  head.  Seeing  no  alter- 
native, Delaplace  surrendered  the  garrison,  and  ordered  his  men  to  be 
paraded  without  arms. 

With  the  fortress  were  captured  fifty  prisoners,  more  than  a  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  one  thirteen-inch  mortar,  and  a  number  of  swivels,  stores 
and  small  arms.  Crown  Point  was  taken  a  little  later  by  a  detachment 
imder  Seth  Warner,  the  garrison  of  twelve  men  surrendering  upon  the 
first  summons.  And  furthermore,  the  only  British  vessel  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  yielded  to  the  bravery  of  Benedict  Arnold.  Alas  !  Great  Britain 
was  actually  at  war  with  herself. 

.And  now  all  eyes  were  turned  towards  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 
A  more  doubtful  body  of  men  was  probably  never  convened  since  the 
world  was  made.  They  could  copy  nothing  past,  be  guided  by  no  prece- 
dent, proceed  not  after  the  manner  of  great  inventors,  but  depend  entirely 
upon  the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  internal  necessity  of  the  community. 
They  had  no  place  of  meeting,  but  were  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
carpenters  of  the  Quaker  City  for  the  use  of  the  hall  wherein  they  held 
their  sessions ;  they  had  no  treasury ;  they  had  no  authority  to  levy  taxes 
or  to  borrow  money ;  they  had  no  soldiers  enlisted,  and  not  one  civil  or 
military  officer  to  carry  out  their  orders;  they  were  not  an  executive 
government,  they  were  not  even  a  legislative  body ;  they  had  no  powers 
save  those  of  counsel.  They  represented  simply  the  unformed  opinions 
of  an  unformed  people. 

The  thirteen  American  provinces  were  inhabited  by  men  of  French, 
Dutch,  Swedish,  and  German  ancestry,  as  well  as  English.  This  new 
directing  intelligence  must  respect  the  masses,  one  fifth  of  whom  had  for 
their  mother  tongue  some  other  language  than  the  Anglo-Saxon.  They 
must  not  ignore  the  Quakers,  who  considered  it  wicked  to  fight ;  nor  yet 
the  Calvinists,  whose  religious  creed  encouraged  resistance  to  tyranny. 
They  must  remember  the  freeholders,  whose  pride  in  their  liberties  and 
confidence  in  their  power  to  defend  the  lands  which  their  own  hands  bad 
subdued  rendered,  them  impatient  and  headstrong ;  and  also  the  mer- 
chants, whose  ships  and  treasures  were  afloat,  and  who  dreaded  war  as  the 
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foreshadowing  of  their  own  bankruptcy.  The  immediate  declaration  of 
independence  was  an  impossibility.  Massachusetts,  almost  exclusively 
of  British  origin,  might  reach  a  result  with  short  time  for  reflection. 
Congress  must  take  a  broader  view.  Not  only  the  various  nationalities, 
but  the  religious  creeds,  numerous  as  embraced  by  all  Europe,  must  be 
molded  into  something  like  unity  before  the  American  mind  could  be 
liberated  from  allegiance  to  the  past  and  enlisted  in  the  formation  of  one 
great  state.  A  creative  impulse  waited  for  the  just  solution  of  an  intri- 
cate problem.  Time  and  circumstances  were  to  foster  a  sublime  sentiment 
superior  to  race  or  language.  Meantime  it  was  the  sense  of  oppression 
rather  than  exalted  love  for  country  which  now  ruled  the  multitude.  The 
members  of  Congress  saw  with  fatal  clearness  the  total  want  of  any  prepa- 
ration for  war.  The  naiTow  powers  with  which  they  were  intrusted  by 
their  constituents  argued  forcibly  against  any  change,  where  change  was 
not  demanded  by  instant  necessity.  They  were  divided  and  undecided. 
They  resisted  every  forward  movement,  and  made  none  but  by  compulsion 
And  yet  it  was  their  glorious  office,  through  the  natural  succession  of  in- 
evitable events,  to  cement  a  union  and  constitute  a  nation. 

On  the  following  day  the  New  York  Committee  of  One  Hundred  ad- 
dressed lieutenant-governor  Colden  in  a  carefully  worded  and  digni- 

^^  '  tied  document,  setting  forth  how  the  city  and  county,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  had  waited  with  patience,  in  vain,  for  "  a 
redress  of  the  many  unconstitutional  burdens  under  which  the  whole  con- 
tinent had  groaned  for  many  years,"  and  that  at  this  most  interesting 
crisis,  when  their  all  was  at  stake,  and  the  sword  drawn  by  the  adminis- 
tration against  the  people  of  Massachusetts  for  asserting  their  invaluable 
rights,  the  common  inheritance  of  all  Britons,  whether  in  England  or 
America,  they  had  proceeded  to  associate  in  the  common  cause,  and 
claimed  as  their  birthright  a  total  exemption  from  all  taxes,  internal  or 
external,  by  authority  of  Parliament.  At  the  same  time  they  were  deeply 
concerned  in  regard  to  the  mischief  and  bloodshed  which  would  ensue 
from  the  encampment  of  British  troops  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
besought  Colden  to  apply  to  General  Gage  for  orders  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  such  as  were  on  the  sea  bound  for  this  port,  and  daily  expected. 

The  final  paragraph  of  the  communication  was  as  follows  :  — 

"  Give  us  leave,  Sir,  to  conclude  by  assuring  you,  tliat  we  are  determined  to 
improve  that  confidence  with  which  the  People  have  honored  us,  in  strengthen- 
ing the  hand  of  the  civil  Magistrate  in  every  lawful!  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  Peace  and  just  Rule  of  this  metropolis,  and  consistent  \vith  that  jeal- 
ous attention  which  above  all  things  we  are  bound  to  pay  to  the  violated  Rights 
of  America." 
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Colden  replied  May  13,  saying,  be  could  not  conceive  upon  what 
grounds  a  suspicion  was  entertained  that  the  city  of  New  York 
was  to  be  reduced  to  the  present  state  of  Boston.  He  denied  hav-  ^^ 
ing  had  the  least  intimation  that  any  "  regular  troops  were  destined  for 
this  province."  And  he  specially  exhorted  the  committee  to  carry  into 
effect  their  assurances  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  civil  magistrates, 
adding :  "  Let  this  be  done  immediately,  and  with  impartial  firmness  on 
every  occasion;  that  the  houses,  persons,  and  property  of  your  fellow- 
citizens  may  not  be  attacked  with  impunity,  and  every  degree  of  domestic 
security  and  happiness  sapped  to  its  foundation." 

The  Provincial  Congress  assembled  in  the  city  May  23.  Colden  wrote 
to  Dartmouth  shortly  afterward  :  — 

"You  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  congresses  and  committees  are  estab- 
lished in  this  government  and  acting  with  all  the  confidence  and  authority  of  a 
legal  government.  The  Provincial  Congress  of  this  province,  now  setting,  con- 
sists of  upwards  of  one  hundred  members.  The  city  committee  and  sub- 
committees in  the  country  places  are  likewise  kept  up ;  that  the  new  plan  of 
government  may  be  complete  for  the  carrying  into  execution  the  determination 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses." 

The  names  of  those  who  organized  themselves  into  a  legislative  body 
at  this  critical  juncture  reveal  much  more  of  the  real  republican  spirit 
which  pervaded  New  York,  than  shining  narrations  of  riotous  outbreaks 
from  gifted  pens.^  Many  of  them  are  already  associated  in  the  reader's 
mind  with  the  most  important  events  of  colonial  New  York.      Others 


Members  of  the  First  Proviucial  Congress  which  met  in.  New  York  City,  May  23,  1775. 


Isaac  Low, 

Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston, 

Alexander  McDougall, 

Leonard  Lispenard, 

Joseph  Hallett, 

Abraham  Walton, 

Abraham  Brasier, 

Isaac  Roosevelt, 

John  De  Lancey, 

James  Beekman, 

Samuel  Verplanck, 

Piicliard  Yates, 

David  Clarkson, 

Thomas  Smith, 

Benjamin  Kissam, 

John  Morin  Scott, 

John  Van  Cortlandt, 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 

John  Marston, 


George  FoUiot, 
Walter  Franklin, 
For  City  &  County  of  N.  Y. 

Robert  Yates, 
Abraham  Yates, 
Volkert  P.  Douw, 
Jacob  Cuyler, 
Peter  Silvester, 
Dirck  Swart, 
Walter  Livingston, 
Robert  Van  Rensselaer, 
Henry  Glen, 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
Francis  Nicoll, 

For  City  d:  County  of  Albany. 

Dirck  Brinckerhoff, 
Anthony  Hoffman, 


Zephaniah  Piatt, 
Richard  Montgomery, 
Ephraim  Paine, 
Gilbert  Livingston, 
Jonathan  Landon, 
Gysbert  Schenck, 
Melancton  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Sackett, 
For  Duchess  County. 

Colonel  Johannes  Hardenburgh, 
Colonel  James  Clinton, 
Christopher  Tappan, 
John  Nicholson, 
Jacob  Hoornbeck, 
For  Ulster  Coimty. 

John  Coe, 
David  Pye, 
For  Orange  County. 
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were  borne  by  influential  private  citizens  and  wealthy  business  men,  who, 
although  indisposed  to  hasten  acts  of  violence,  coolly  imperiled  their  all 
by  such  unusual  proceedings.  Benjamin  Kissam,  for  instance,  was  an 
educated  and  able  lawyer,  in  whose  ojffice  John  Jay  and  Lindley  Murray 
had  been  law-students  together.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  and 
one  who  commanded  universal  respect.  His  wife  was  Catharine  Rutgers. 
He  and  his  family  were  on  terms  of  special  social  intimacy  with  William 
Livingston ;  and  he  was  one  of  the  famous  coterie  of  lawyers  —  the  "  Moot"  ^ 
— which  met  to  discuss  legal  questions  only,  of  which  Livingston  was  pres- 
ident, and  such  men  as  James  Duane,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Whitehead  Hicks,  William  Wickham,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Jolm  Jay, 
William  Smith,  Richard  Morris,  Samuel  Jones,  Stephen  L)e  Lancey,  John 
Morin  Scott,  and  John  Watts,  Jr.,  regular  attendants.  His  brother,  Daniel 
Kissam,  was  also  an  eminent  lawyer  and  a  judge  in  Queen's  County,  where 
he  married  Mary  Betts.  The  Kissams  were  of  purely  English  origin,  the 
first  of  the  name  having  early  settled  in  Flushing,^  and  in  the  various 
generations  since  have  perhaps  contributed  more  valuable  men  to  the  legal 
and  medical  professions  than  any  other  of  the  old  New  York  families. 


Michael  Jackson, 
Benjamin  Tusteen, 
Peter  Clowes, 
William  Allison, 
For  GosJien  Coicnty. 

Colonel  Nathaniel  WoodhuU, 

John  Sloss  Hobart, 

Thomas  Tredwell, 

John  Foster, 

Ezra  L'Homraedieu, 

Thomas  Wickham, 

James  Havens, 


Selah  Strong, 

For  Suffolk  County. 

Gouverneur  ]\Iorris, 
Lewis  Graham, 
James  Van  Cortlandt, 
Stephen  Ward, 
Joseph  Drake, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
James  Holmes, 
David  Dayton, 
John  Thomas,  Jr., 
Robert  Graham, 


William  Paulding, 

For  Westchester  Coiniti/. 

Henry  Williams, 
Jeremiah  Kemsen, 

For  Brooklyn,  King's  County. 

Paul  Michean, 
John  Journey, 
Aaron  Cortelyou, 
Richard  Conner, 
Richard  LawTence, 
For  Richmond  County. 


1  See  Vol.  I.,  644  (note).  The  discus-sions  were  conducted  with  great  gravity  ;  and  it  is 
traditionary  that  the  conclusions  reached  were  considered  as  settling  the  law  on  those  points, 
thus  giving  to  the  "  Moot"  the  character  of  a  court  of  the  last  resort. 

2  John  Kissam,  the  common  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America,  married  Susannah  Thorne, 
and  settled  in  Flushing,  Long  Island.  Daniel,  his  son,  married  Elizabeth  Combs  ;  their 
children  were,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  and  Martha.  Daniel  (2d)  married  Ann 
Mott,  and  Joseph  (1st)  married  Deborah  Whitehead  ;  the  children  of  the  latter  were,  Daniel 
Whitehead  (who  married  Ann  Duryea),  Joseph  (2d),  Benjamin  (the  lawyer  referred  to  above), 
Phoebe,  and  Hewlett.  Benjamin  Kissam  and  Catharine  Rutgers  had  five  sons  (two  of  whom, 
Benjamin  and  Richard  S.,  were  educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  became  distinguished  physicians 
in  New  York,  Dr.  Benjamin  being  "  Professor  of  the  Institute  of  Medicine  "  in  Columbia  Col- 
lege from  178.5  to  1792,  a  trustee  of  the  college,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  etc.),  and  one 
daughter,  Helena,  who  married  Philip  Hoffman,  and  was  the  great-grandmother  of  ex-Gov- 
ernor John  T.  Hoft'man.  Samuel  Kissam,  a  brother  of  Benjamin  and  Daniel,  received  the 
first  degree  of  M.  D.  conferred  in  this  countiy  by  King's  College  (in  1769),  and  became  a  cele- 
brated physician  in  the  West  Indies.  ' 
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Zaudt    represented    an    opulent   t'uiuily   of   as    purely 


Jacobus  Van 
Holland  origin, 
the  ancestors 
of  whom  were 
men  of  note  on 
the  Continent. 
Wynant  Van 
Zandt,  styled 
"gentleman" 
in  the  records, 
held  important 
trusts  under 
Charles  I.  In 
1638  he  was  =. 
commissioned  ~ 
by  that  mon- 
arch as  agent 
for  England  of 
the  city  of  Am- 
sterdam, to  act 
in  connection 
with  the  Brit- 
ish minister  in 
regard  to  cer- 
tain matters  of 

moment.  The  first  of  the  name  settled  in  New  York  about  1682.^  His 
son  Wynant,  educated  in  Europe,  married  a  Dutch  lady ;  their  home  in 
William  Street  for  a  decade  was  one  of  refinement  and  luxury,  many 
relics  of  which  in  old  and  elaborately  wrought  silver,  a  carved  chair  of 
state,  etc.,  are  still  preserved,  as  well  as  the  portraits  from  which  the 
above  sketches  are  copied.  They  had  six  sons,  of  whom  Jacobus,^  the 
elder,  occupied  the  old  homestead  in  1775.  Eired  with  the  true  Dutch 
spirit  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  he  was  quickly  ranked  among  those  who 
declared  for  resistance,  and  was  a  most  useful  member  of  this  Congress. 

1  Johannes  Van  Zandt  married  Margareta  Van  der  Voel  in  1^81,  and  emigrated  from,  the 
city  of  Anheim,  Holland,  to  New  York,  in  1682".  His  son,  Wynant  (of  the  sketch),  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1683,  and  died  in  1763.  Wynant's  son  Wynant  was  bom  in  1730,  and 
died  in  1814.  And  Wynant,  son  of  Wynant  (2d),  was  born  in  1767,  and  died  in  1831.  Thus 
there  were  three  Wynant  Van  Zandts  in  Old  New  York,  all  men  of  wealth  and  worth  in 
their  generation.  Also  Wynant,  grandson  of  Wynant  (3d),  and  his  son  Wynant  of  to-day. 
The  full-length  portraits  of  Wypant  Van  Zandt  and  his  beautiful  wife  (painted  holding  a 
tulip  in  her  hand)  were  on  exhibition  at  Peak's  Museum  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire. 


Portrait  of  Wynant  Van  Zandt. 

From  an  original  painting  in  possession  of  the  family. 


■^  Jacobus  was  surgeon  in  tin 
\ ()-[,.  II. 


army  under  Wasliington  at  Valley  Forgo  and  Trenton,  and 
3 
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David  Clarkson,  second  sou  of  Hon.  David  Clarkson,  so  long  active  in 

New  York  city- 
affairs,    was     a 
grandson  of  the 
Matthew  Clark- 
son,  notable  as 
Secretary  of  the 
Province,whose 
father   was    an 
eminent    Eng- 
lish divine  and 
whose     mother 
was    of    royal 
descent.^     Da- 
vid   (2d)    was 
one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of 
the  city  at  this 
period, —  wide- 
ly known    and 
widely  honored, 
middle  -  aged, 
rich    without 
pride,  and  lib- 
eral without  os- 
tentation.    He,  like  his  father  before  him,  had  been  educated  in  Europe 

served  honorably  his  country  throughout  the 
Revolution.  His  wife  anil  beautiful  daughter, 
Catharine  (born  in  1760),  fled  to  Morristown, 
New  Jersey,  during  the  occupation  of  New 
York  by  the  English.  It  was  this  Miss  Van 
Zandt  who  was  one  of  the  leading  belles  at  the 
Inauguration  Ball  of  our  first  President,  and 
married,  in  1788,  James  Homer  Maxwell,  son 
of  the  founder  of  the  first  banking  establish- 
ment in  New  York.  In  1796,  Louis  Philippe, 
while  in  New  York,  was  entertained  by  Wy- 
nant  Van  Zandt  (3d),  and  after  his  return  to 
France  wrote  an  autograph  letter  of  thanks  for 
the  hospitality  shown  him,  sending  at  the  same  ^ 
time  to  Van  Zandt  a  beautiful  watch-seal  as 
a  token  of  appreciation  and  remembrance,  of 
which  the  sketch  is  a  careful  copy.  '^ 

1  Itcv.  David  Clarkson  was  born  at  Brad- 
ford, Kiigland,  in  1622,  and  completed  his  studi 


Portrait  of  Mrs.  Wynant  Van  Zandt. 

im  an  original  painting  in  possession  of  the  family. 


Watch  Seal. 

iniilippe  d'Orleans 


Wynant  Van  Zandt 


at  Cambridge  University  about  1642.     He 
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and  seen  much  of  the  world.  He  married,  in  1749,  Elizabeth  French,  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  William  Livingston  and  Mrs.  David  Van  Home.  Shortly 
afterward  he  built  upon  the  Clarkson  property,  corner  of  Whitehall  and 
Pearl  streets,  an  elegant  mansion,  which  was  considered  at  the  time  an 
"  ornament "  to  the  metropolis,  but  which  was  swept  away  by  the  great 
tire  of  1776.  It  was  sumptuously  furnished,  some  of  the  European  impor- 
tations consisting  of  beautiful  curtains,  and  stuffed  sofas  and  easy-chairs 
(made  in  London),  "  mirrors  in  carved  gold  frames,"  works  of  art,  por- 
traits, ancient  relics,  fine  table-service  in  costly  porcelain,  cut  glass,  and 
silver  plate,  and  a  library  embracing  the  popular  novels  and  standard 
works  of  the  day.i     The  household  servants,  as  in  many  other  of  the  New 

mavried  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Holcraft,  Knight,  M.  P.,  etc.,  and  Lettice,  daughter 
of  Francis,  Lord  Aungier,  who  was  of  the  same  family  as  the  sovereigns  of  England.  Their 
son,  Matthew  Clarkson,  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  New  York  imder  William 
and  Mary,  and  in  1692,  January  19,  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Hon.  Goosen  Gerritse 
Van  Schaick  of  Albany.  (Vol.  I.  370.  The  Clarksons  of  Neiv  York,  Vol.  I.  126.)  The 
Van  Schaicks  were  one  of  the  important  Dutch  families  of  New  York.  One  of  Mrs.  Clark- 
son's  sisters,  Gerritje,  born  16o8,  married  Andries  Drayer,  Rear-Admiral  in  the  Danish  navy, 
and  their  daughter,  Anna  Dorothea,  married  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barclay,  and  they  were  the 
ancestors  of  the  Barclays  of  New  York.  Another  sister,  Engeltje,  born  in  1659,  married  the 
famous  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  first  Mayor  of  Albany.  Another  sister,  Margreta,  born  in 
1665,  married  in  1705  the  Rev.  Bernardus  Freeman,  whose  only  child  became  the  wife  of 
her  cousin,  the  Hon.  David  Clarkson.  And  still  another  sister,  Anna  Maria,  married  John 
Van  Cortlandt,  son  of  the  Hon.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  and  their  daughter  Gertrude  mar- 
ried Philip  Verplanck. 

Secretary  Matthew  Clarkson's  children  were  :  1,  Elizabeth,  died  in  infancy  ;  2,  David,  born 
in  1694,  married  Ann  Margaret  Freeman  in  1724,  and  died  April  7,  1751  ;  3,  Levinus,  born 
1696,  died  in  Holland,  unmarried,  October  6,  1769  ;  4,  Matthew,  born  1699,  married  in  171& 
to  Cornelia  De  Peyster,  daughter  of  Johannes  De  Peyster  ;  among  their  descendants  have  been 
many  eminent  personages,  as,  for  instance,  Matthew  Clarkson,  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  and 
Member  of  Congress  ;  Gerardus  Clarkson,  a  prominent  physician  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Howard  Crosby, 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  New  York  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Harper  Clarkson  of  the  Epis- 
copate of  Nebraska  ;  and  Anna,  who  died  in  Holland  unmarried.  In  1718  the  three  brothers 
mentioned,  David,  Levinus,  and  Matthew,  were  established  as  merchants  in  London,  Amster- 
dam, and  New  York  respectively.  David  in  the  course  of  six  years  returned,  married  as 
above,  and  settled  in  New  York.  He  was  in  five  successive  Assemblies  (1739-1751),  and  was 
one  of  the  most  tenacious  in  his  constantly  expressed  opinion  that  the  colonists  were  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  Englishmen,  and  was  in  every  instance  on  the  side  of  resistance  w^hen 
the  liberties  of  the  people  came  in  question.  His  children  were  :  1,  Freeman,  died  in  1770, 
unmarried  ;  2,  David,  bom  1726,  married  Elizabeth  French,  died  1782  ;  3,  Matthew,  died 
young;  4,  Streatfield,  died  young  ;  5,  Matthew,  born  1733,  married  Elizabeth  De  Peyster, 
daughter  of  Treasurer  Abraham  De  Peyster,  in  1758,  died  in  1772  ;  6,  Levinus,  born  1737, 
died  young  ;  7,  Levinus,  born  1740,  married  Mary  Van  Home,  died  1798. 

1  In  one*of  the  private  letters  of  Mr.  Clarkson  to  a  friend  in  England  in  1767,  he  requests 
the  gentleman's  wife  to  buy  for  Mrs.  Clarkson  "twenty-four  yards  of  best  bright  blue  satin, 
and  a  fashionable  winter  cloak  of  crimson  satin  for  her  own  use  "  ;  also,  "  a  handsome  silver 
bread-basket,  openwork,  light  and  thin,  with  the  crest,  a  griffin's  head,  upon  it "  ;  a  carpet 
was  at  the  same  time  ordered  with  a  green  ground.     David  Clarkson  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
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York  fiimilies  of  the  time,  were  chiefly  uegro  slaves.  The  summer  resi- 
dence of  the  family  was  at  Flatbush,  Long  Island.  David  Clarkson  was 
one  of  those  wlio  advanced  money  to  the  state  and  city  for  revolutionary 
l)urposes,  and  liis  two  sons,  David  and  Matthew  (the  former  twenty-four 
and  the  latter  nineteen),  were  among  the  foremost  to  offer  their  lives  in 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  country ;  Matthew  was  early  appointed  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  General  Arnold. 

A  more  peculiar  condition  of  human  affairs  was  never  chronicled  than 
at  tliis  juncture.     In  defiance  of  kingly  authority  a  Continental  Congress 
was  in  session  wliich  recognized  the  existing  royal  government  of  New 
York,  tolerated  its  governor,  and  all  naval  and  military  officers,  contrac- 
tors, and  Indian  agents,  and  instructed  the  city  and  countv  not 

May  15.  i        i       ?•  , 

to  oppose  the  landing  of  troops,  but  to  prevent  the  erection  of 
fortifications  for  their  benefit ;  and  under  any  circumstances  to  act  simply 
on  the  defensive.  It  also  recommended  the  provision  of  warlike  stores 
and  a  safe  retreat  for  the  women  and  children ;  in  accordance  with  which 
latter  clause,  though  in  direct  conflict  with  preceding  directions,  John 
Lamb  —  afterwards  general  —  obtained  a  vessel  from  Connecticut,  and 
with  a  resolute  band  of  men  passed  up  in  the  night  to  Turtle  Bay,  sur- 
prising the  guard  and  capturing  a  quantity  of  the  king's  military  stores 
there  deposited,  a  portion  of  which  were  at  once  forwarded  to  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  an  exploit  of  signal  service  to  the  country. 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  came  together  after  these  rules 
had  been  laid  down  for  their  province,  and  voted  obedience  to  the 
Continental  Congress  so  far  as  the  general  regulation  of  the  asso- 
ciated colonies  were  concerned,  but  declared  themselves  competent  to 
"  freely  deliberate  and  determine  all  matters  relative  to  the  internal  police 
of  New  York."  They  made  no  effort  to  interfere  with  the  royal  officers, 
while  their  own  edicts  were  executed  to  the  letter.  The  Asia,  a  British 
war  vessel,  was  allowed  to  obtain  provisions  from  the  city ;  but  inter- 
course between  the  ship  and  shore  was  restrained.  When  a  little  later 
one  of  the  Adas  boats  was  destroyed  by  some  rash  and  irritated  citizens, 
it  was  restored  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

"Why  such  scrupulous  timidity?  Why  suffer  the  king's  forces  to 
possess  themselves  of  the  most  important  post  in  America  ? "  asked 
Ednumd  Burke  in  passionate  indignation. 

French,  lia.l  eight  children,  as  follows  :  1,  David,  born  1750,  died  in  infancy  ;  2,  David, 
horn  17.51,  married  .Jaiie  Mettick,  was  an  officer  in  the  Eevolution,  died  1825  ;  3,  Philip,  born 
1754,  died  in  infancy;  4,  Freeman,  born  1756,  married  Henrietta  Clarkson,  died  1810; 
6,  Matthkw,  born  1758,  served  in  amiy  througli  tlie  war,  married  1st,  Mary  Rutherford,  2d, 
Sarah  Cornell,  died  1825  ;  6,  Ann  Margaret,  born  1761,  married  Garrit  Van  Home  in  1784, 
died  1824  ;  7,  Thomas  Streatfield,  born  1763,  married  Elizabeth  Van  Home  in  1790,  died 
1844  ;  8,  and  Levinus,  born  1765,  married  Ann  Mary  A^an  Home,  died  1845. 
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"  Because  there  is  no  effective  military  organization,  no  artillery,  no 
ammunition,  no  means  of  protection  for  New  York,"  was  the  reply  of  one 
who  saw  the  madness  of  hastening  hostilities  before  the  semblance  of 
preparation  had  been  effected. 

The  formation  of  the  American  Republic  must  ever  be  a  theme  of 
wonder,  and  constitute  one  of  the  most  novel  chapters  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  The  hazard  of  attempting  self-government,  of  which  internal 
anarchy  is  quite  as  much  to  be  apprehended  as  the  fate  of  those  con- 
cerned in  case  of  failure,  is  clear  to  every  intelligent  mind.  But  it  will 
be  observed  that  wherever  the  power  of  Great  Britain  was  disavowed  in 
the  colonies  it  passed  naturally  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  in  the 
methods  of  election,  whether  of  committees  or  congresses,  there  was  judi- 
cious, uniform,  and  systematic  management.  The  leaders  were  so  cautious 
that  the  power  should  actually  and  visibly  come  from  the  people,  that 
there  was  no  instance  of  a  member  of  any  elective  body  on  the  continent 
taking  his  seat  without  exhibiting  a  well-authenticated  certificate  that  he 
was  duly  chosen.  In  New  York  City  the  certificate  was  signed  by  the 
vestrymen  of  the  wards ;  in  some  parts  of  the  State,  by  the  chairman  of 
committees,  moderators  and  clerks  of  town-meetings,  or  by  judges  and 
justices.  Thus  confidence  was  established  and  union  cemented.  In  no 
colony  was  there  more  perfect  harmony  between  the  elected  and  the 
electors  than  in  New  York ;  and  the  wisdom  of  moderation  was  nowhere 
else  more  pronounced  and  praiseworthy. 

The  New  York  Congress  was  opened  and  closed  with  prayer  each  day 
of  the  session,  the  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church  officiating  as  well 
as  those  of  the  Presbyterian,  Dutch  Eeformed,  and  other  denominations.^ 
The  first  act  was  to  decide  upon  rules  of  procedure  ;  then  arose  the  ques- 
tion of  the  emission  of  paper  currency,  which  it  was  argued  would  create 
a  common  interest  among  the  associated  Colonies  in  the  property  of  the 
circulating  medium,  and  a  common  responsibility  for  its  final  redemption ; 
and  the  report  forwarded  to  the  Continental  Congress  contained  the  main 
features  of  the  plan  finally  adopted  by  the  nation.  Other  subjects 
crowded  rapidly  upon  notice.  There  were  threatened  troubles  with  the 
Indians,  and  it  was  understood  that  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  was  acting  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  England,  and  actually  engaged  in  the  work 

1  On  May  26,  Kev.  Dr.  Auchnmty  of  Trinity  officiated  ;  May  27,  Rev.  Dr.  Eodgers  of  the 
Brick  Church  ;  May  30,  Rev.  Mr.  Gano  of  the  Baptist  Church  ;  May  31,  Rev.  Charies  In- 
glis,  Assistant  Rector  of  Trinity  ;  June  1,  Rev.  Dr.  Laidlie  of  the  Middle  Dutch  Cliurch  ; 
June  2,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Mason  of  the  Cedar  Street  (Scotch  Presbyterian)  Church  ;  June  6,  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Henry  Livingston  of  the  North  Dutch  Church  ;  and  so  on,  alternating  as  conven- 
ience dictated  through  the  entire  summer  of  1775. 
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of  trying  to  intluence  the  Six  Nations  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the 
"king's  rebellious  subjects  in  America."  Affairs  at  Ticonderoga  de- 
manded attention,  but  as  no  troops  had  yet  been  raised  in  New  York, 
Connecticut  was  requested  to  send  forces  to  hold  the  post,  and  responded 
promptly.  The  Continental  Congress  was  inclined  to  abandon  the  conquest, 
being  yet  so  unprepared  for  war,  and  rejected  a  proposition  from  Ethan. 
Allen  and  Benedict  Arnold  to  invade  Canada.  But  New  York  was  alive 
to  the  importance  of  holding  the  fortress,  and  took  the  matter  in  charge. 
Such  means  of  defense  as  time  and  circumstances  would  allow  were 
devised;  a  bounty  of  five  pounds  was  offered  for  every  hundred  pounds 
of  powder  manufactured  in  the  colony,  and  twenty  pounds  for  every 
hundred  muskets,  over  and  above  the  regular  market  price.  Eesolutions 
were  passed  for  fortifying  the  Highlands  and  the  positions  about  Kings- 
bridge;  new  regulations  for  the  militia  were  instituted,  and  General 
Wooster,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Connecticut  forces  at  Greenwich, 
was  requested  to  take  up  his  quarters  at  Harlem,  as  a  security  against  a 
possible  invasion.  This  he  did,  remaining  there  several  weeks.  Philip 
Schuyler  and  Eichard  Montgomery  were  unanimously  nominated,  the  first 
as  a  Major-General  and  the  second  as  a  Brigadier  in  the  army  of  the  con- 
tinent, and  shortly  confirmed  by  the  Continental  Congress.  At  the  same 
time  every  attempt  upon  the  part  of  the  impatient  to  provoke  hostilities 
was  sternly  discountenanced. 

On  the  morning  of  May  25,  the  great  British  generals,  Howe,  Clinton,  and 
^^  Burgoyne,  reached  Boston  with  reinforcements,  and  were  obliged 
to  land  upon  a  narrow  peninsula  with  no  available  outlet  save  by 
the  sea.  The  nearer  and  more  imminent  the  danger,  the  more  the  New 
England  heroes  displayed  their  courage ;  they  stripped  every  island  be- 
tween Chelsea  and  Point  Alderton  of  sheep,  cows,  and  horses,  and  burned 
the  lighthouse  at  the  entrance  to  Boston  Harbor.  They  were  confident 
that  if  gunpowder  could  be  obtained  they  could  effectually  drive  the 
British  from  any  foothold  on  their  coasts. 

An  order  came  for  the  few  Tiritish  troops  in  the  barracks  at  Chamber 
Street  in  New  York  to  join  the  army  in  Boston.  They  accordingly  marched 
June  6  ^*^^^'^^^^  ^^®  point  of  embarkation  on  the  morning  of  the  6t]i  of 
June.  A  whisper  ran  through  the  city, that  the  committee  had  not 
given  them  permission  to  take  their  arms  witli  them.  Marinus  Willett 
accidentally  came  in  front  of  the  party  on  the  corner  of  Beaver  Street  in 
Broad,  and  without  any  preconcerted  plan  caught  the  horse  of  the  fore- 
most cart  of  arms  by  the  bridle,  which  brought  the  whole  procession  to 
a  standstill ;  while  he  was  having  sharp  words  with  the  commander  a 
crowd  collected.     Gouverneur  Morris  reached  the  scene  and  declared  with 
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Tv^armth  that  the  troops  should  be  allowed  to  depart  unmolested ;  but 
Johu  Morin  Scott  came  upon  a  run,  exclaiming,  "  You  are  right,  Willett, 
the  committee  have  not  given  them  permission  to  carry  off  any  spare 
arms."  The  front  cart  was  immediately  turned  and  the  cartman  directed 
to  drive  up  Beaver  Street,  all  the  other  carts  being  compelled  to  follow. 
They  were  conducted  amid  the  deafening  cheers  of  the  people  to  Broad- 
way, corner  of  John  Street,  and  their  contents  deposited  in  the  yard  of 
Abraham  Van  Dyck,  a  prominent  Whig ;  these  were  afterwards  distrib- 
uted among  the  troops  raised  in  New  York.^ 

June  was  a  memorable  month  for  America.  While  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia was  groping  irresolutely  in  the  dark,  the  very  air  was  exhilarant 
with  aggressive  progress  all  the  way  from  the  hills  of  New  Hampshire  to 
the  remote  forest  wilds  of  Kentucky  ;  far  beyond  the  AUeghanies  a  few 
men  had  organized  themselves  into  a  convention  on  the  25th  of  May,  and 
founded  that  commonwealth.  Virginia  had  been  peopled  by  the  average 
cavaliers  of  the  day,  under  the  direction  of  higher  grades  of  intellect,  and 
now  a  large  array  of  men  of  education,  property,  and  condition  were 
revolving  the  new  notions  and  ideas  which  were  to  make  us  a  free  and 
independent  people.  Maryland,  from  the  beginning,  rose  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  persons  of  high  birth  moved  to  their  destination  by  the  best 
thought  at  home,  but  taking  in  the  vagaries  of  a  larger  freedom  under  a 
new  sky.  The  county  of  Mechlenburg,  North  Carolina,  had  already  been 
the  scene  of  political  meetings  which  were  in  tune  with  the  urgency 
of  the  times ;  the  inhabitants  were  chiefly  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians, 
of  the  race  who  early  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  the  North  of  Ireland.^ 
The  little  town  of  Charlotte  was  the  centre  of  the  culture  of  the  western 
and  most  populous  portion  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Koyal  governor 

1  Lieutenant-Governor  Colden  to  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  June  7,  1775  :  Colden  Mss.  Colonel 
Marinus  Willett's  Narrative,  New  York  in  the  Revolution,  5-3  -  65.  Colonel  Willett  was  bom 
in  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  July  31,  1740.  He  had  been  an  officer  under  General  Abercrombie,  in 
Colonel  De  Lancey's  regiment,  in  1758  ;  and  accompanied  Bradstreet  in  his  expedition  against 
Fort  Frontenac.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  Sons  of  Liberty  in  New  York  ;  afterwards 
joined  the  army,  and  subsequently  became  a  brigadier-general.  He  was  mayor  of  the  city  of 
New  York  in  1807.     He  died  on  the  22d  of  August,  1830,  aged  90. 

2  The  Scotch-Irish  brought  to  this  country  the  creed  and  the  courage  of  the  Covenanters, 
as  well  as  their  thrift,  integrity,  and  morality  ;  with  ideas  eminently  republican,  they  exerted 
no  little  influence  in  molding  the  American  mind.  Some  settled  in  New  England  and  New 
York,  but  the  greater  portion  passed  into  the  upper  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and 
the  Carolinas.  From  this  stock  have  sprung  some  of  the  most  prominent  families  in  the 
South  and  "West.  Of  eminent  men  might  be  mentioned  five  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  Read,  Thornton,  Smith,  Taylor,  and  Rutledge  ;  also  General  George  Clinton, 
General  Richard  Montgomery,  and  Lord  Stirling  ;  three  Presidents  of  the  Union,  Jackson, 
Polk,  and  Buchanan ;  and  John  Caldwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Horace  Greeley,  General 
McClellan,  Charles  Johnson  McCurdy,  and  many  other  well-known  public  characters. 
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was  dazed  when  he  read  the  resolutions  of  those  whom  he  had  hitherto^ 
supposed  he  might  command  in  an  emergency ;  he  said,  "  They  most 
traitorously  declare  the  entire  dissolution  of  the  laws  and  Constitution, 
and  set  up  a  system  of  rule  and  regulation  subversive  of  his  Majesty's 
government."  The  settlement  of  the  Colonies  had  been  but  the  removal 
of  ripening  European  minds  in  European  bodies  to  another  country.  As 
good  came  here  as  were  left  behind,  and  the  heads  of  these  Colonies  had 
ever  since  been  in  intercourse  with  the  best  talent  and  wisdom  of  Europe. 
Fast-sailing  packets  brought  to  our  shores  Parliamentary  discussions,  which 
were  scattered  broadcast  by  the  press,  and  repeated  from  mouth  to  mouth. 
The  lofty  sentiment  which  was  taking  shape  was  constantly  fed  and  fos- 
tered by  words  of  sympathy  and  encouragement  from  the  home  continent. 
It  was  a  period  of  greater  significance  than  mere  development;  it  was 
that  of  interpretation.  Nowhere  was  the  conduct  of  Gage  more  severely 
criticised  than  in  England.  Lord  Effingham  retired  from  military  service 
as  soon  as  he  learned  his  regiment  was  destined  for  America.  Many  other 
gallant  officers  did  likewise.  The  king's  own  brother,  the  amiable  Duke 
of  Gloucester,  through  genuine  admiration  for  the  men  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  expressed  himself  so  forcibly  in  his  descriptions  of  the  uprising 
of  New  England,  at  a  banquet  of  Louis  XVI.  given  in  his  honor  while  in 
France,  that  he  won  a  champion  for  American  Independence  in  the  youth- 
ful Lafayette,  who  was  present. 

All  eyes  were  turned  expectantly  upon  the  movements  at  Boston. 
On  the  12th,  General  Gage  established  martial  law  in  Massachu- 
"  setts,  and  sent  vessels  to  Sandy  Hook  to  turn  the  transports  to 
Boston,  wdiich  were  bound  to  New  York  with  four  regiments  of  soldiers. 
About  the  same  time  Thomas  Wickham,  the  member  of  the  New  York 
Congress  from  Easthampton,  and  one  of  the  trustees  in  charge  of  Gar- 
diner's Island  for  the  children  of  the  late  David  Gardiner  (the  6th 
Lord)  reported  that  the  British  had  taken  off  all  the  stock  from  this 
defenseless  point,  and  desired  to  know  whether  pay  should  be  taken  for 
the  same.i 

^  Journal  oftlie  Provincial  Congress  ;  New  York  Historical  Society.  The  manor  of  Gardi- 
ner's Island  was  the  first  English  settlement  within  the  present  limits  of  the  State  of  New 
York  ;  its  founder,  Lion  Gardiner,  having  purchased  it  of  Wyandanch,  the  great  sachem  of 
Long  Island  in  1639,  and  taken  up  his  residence  there  during  the  same  year.  He  was  an 
educated  Englishman,  whose  family  has  been  traced  to  the  Gardiner  who  was  connected  by 
marriage  with  the  Ancient  Barony  of  Fitz  Walter  ;  and  from  an  engineer  in  the  English  army 
had  been  made  "Master  of  Works  of  Fortifications"  in  the  camp  of  Frederick  Henry, 
Prince  of  Orange.  He  came  to  America  in  the  employ  of  a  company  of  English  noblemen,  to- 
build  a  city  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River  (a  project  afterwards  abandoned),  and 
commanded  the  Saybrook  Fort  through  the  perils  of  the  great  Pequot  War  with  signal  ability. 
He  also  built  the  first  fort  in  Boston.     He  married  Maiy  Willemsen,  a  Holland  lady.     His 
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The  Continental  Congress  having  at  last  created  a  continental  army,, 
elected  Washington  its  commander-in-chief.  On  the  following  ^^^^  ^^ 
day  he  accepted  the  position,  refusing  all  compensation  beyond 
his  expenses  ;  and  with  the  full  knowledge  that  he  was  appointed  by 
the  feeblest  of  all  possible  governments,  prepared  for  his  departure  for 
the  seat  of  war.  Four  major-generals  and  eight  brigadiers  where  like- 
wise appointed.  At  the  same  moment  events  were  transpiring  in  Boston 
which  were  to  electrify  all  Christendom.  Spies,  swimming  under  the 
very  bows  of  the  British  war- vessels  unseen,  communicated  to  the  army  of 
besiegers  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  extend  their  lines  over  Charlestown. 
The  question  was  quickly  debated  of  fortifying  the  Heights  of  Charles- 
town  (Bunker  Hill).  But  if  such  step  were  taken  the  post  must  be  held 
against  a  constant  cannonade,  and  probably  a  direct  assault,  and  where 
was  the  powder  to  be  obtained  ?  General  Ward  knew  that  he  was  hardly 
commander-in-chief,  although  in  chief  command,  for  in  reality  there  was- 
no  New  England  army ;  Massachusetts  had  an  army.  New  Hampshire  had 
an  army,  Connecticut  had  an  army,  and  Ehode  Island  had  an  army,  but 
there  was  no  association  formed  and  no  common  authority.  They  had 
met  under  one  common  impulse  and  purpose,  that  was  all.  The  moment,, 
however,  was  a  critical  one,  and  demanded  decisive  action.  Joseph  War- 
ren, President  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  and  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  was  in  favor  of  taking  the  risks  for  the  possible  issue. 
The  vote  accorded  with  his  judgment,  and  Ward  executed  the  instructions- 
of  his  superiors.  The  next  day  (the  16th)  William  Prescott  was  chosen 
to  lead  a  detachment  to  intrench  Bunker  Hill,  and  a  thousand  men  were 
placed  under  his  command.     It  was  one  of  the  most  daring  enterprises  of 

eldest  son,  David,  was  the  first  white  child  bom  in  Connecticut.     His  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  the  first  child  of  English  parentage  born  in  New  York. 

The  manor  was  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  David,  the 
6th  Lord,  in  the  autumn  of  1774  ;  and  as  his  two  children,  John  Lyon  and  David,  were 
quite  young,  the  estate  was  in  charge  of  three  trustees.  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  of  East- 
hampton,  Thomas  Wickham,  and  David  Mulford  whose  wife  was  Colonel  Gardiner's  daugh- 
ter. It  was  one  of  the  most  exposed  portions  of  the  Province  ;  as  was  also  the  thriving 
territory  of  Easthampton,  of  which  the  inhabitants  had  been  among  the  earliest  to  come  for- 
ward in  a  body  and  sign  an  association  "never  to  become  slaves."  They  petitioned  for  troops 
to  be  added  to  the  number  they  were  raising  among  themselves  to  enable  them  to  withhold 
support  from  the  enemy,  who,  it  was  predicted,  would  swoop  down  upon  them  for  provisions  ; 
and,  after  some  deliberation,  General  Wooster  was  sent  from  Harlem  with  a  detachment  for- 
the  protection  of  this  eastern  region.  But  before  operations  were  perfected,  —  on  August  8, 
—  a  fleet  of  thirteen  sail  anchored  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  and  not  being  able  to  effect  the  purchase- 
of  stock  and  other  supplies  from  Colonel  Gardiner,  plundered  the  island  of  nearly  twelve  hun- 
dred sheep,  upwards  of  si.xty  head  of  cattle,  and  hogs,  fowls,  cheese,  and  hay,  to  the  value  of 
some  four  thousand  dollars.  Henceforward  Gardiner's  Island  was  a  foraging  field  for  the 
British. 
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modem  warfare.  The  work  must  be  doue  iu  the  night,  and  in  such  near 
proximity  to  tlie  enemy  that  ordinary  conversation  might  be  heard.  The 
men  with  their  wagons  and  tools  were  iu  readiness  as  the  shades  of  even- 
ing settled  upon  Cambridge.  They  were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  par- 
sonage, General  Ward's  headquarters,  not  knowing  whither  they  were 
bound,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Reverend  President  of  Harvard 
College,  Dr.  Langdon.  Prescott,  with  two  sergeants  carrying  dark  lanterns 
open  in  the  rear,  gave  the  order  of  march  at  nine  o'clock,  himself  leading 
the  way.  With  hushed  voices  and  silent  tread  they  passed  the  narrow 
isthmus.  Then  they  halted,  and  Prescott  conferred  with  Colonel  Richard 
Gridley,  a  competent  engineer,  and  other  officers,  in  relation  to  the  exact 
spot  suitable  for  their  earthworks.  The  order  designated  "  Bunker  Hill," 
the  highest  of  the  two  eminences  which  constituted  what  was  then 
known  as  Charlestown  Heights.  But  with  scanty  military  appliances  it 
was  quite  apparent  that  both  hills  could  not  be  fortified  in  one  night, 
and  that  the  lower,  or  "  Breed's  Hill"  (as  it  was  afterwards  called),  was  a 
superior  position.  Bunker  Hill  would  have  been  altogether  untenable 
except  in  connection  with  Breed's  Hill.  The  British  would  certainly 
have  occupied  the  latter  summit  if  the  Americans  had  not,  and  thus 
liave  become  masters  of  the  situation. 

The  Boston  bells  announced  the  midnight  hour  before  the  sod  was 
broken,  and  the  remnant  of  a  waning  moon  disappeared.  The  stars 
shone  with  mocking  brilliancy.  Morning  was  just  beyond  the  horizon, 
approaching  swiftly.  How  precious  each  second  of  time  !  Every  man 
was  conscious  of  the  risks,  and  every  muscle  was  strained  to  the  utmost 
in  the  rapid  work  of  raising  the  protecting  shield  of  loose  earth.  A  guard 
was  stationed  at  the  water's  edge  to  note  any  movement  of  the  British. 
Five  or  more  armed  vessels  were  moored  so  close  that  it  seemed  almost 
impossible  but  that  the  sentries,  if  awake,  would  hear  something  of  the 
operations.  Twice  Prescott  ran  down  to  the  shore  to  satisfy  himself  that 
they  had  discovered  nothing,  and  was  reassured  by  the  drowsy  cry  from 
the  decks,  "  All  is  well."  During  the  night  General  Putnam  appeared  for 
a  few  moments  among  the  Connecticut  men  on  the  Hill,  but  his  hands 
were  full  elsewhere.  Officers  sprang  from  point  to  point,  putting  their 
own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  men  worked  as  men  can  only  work  in 
the  presence  of  a  fearful  necessity.  Thus  minutes  yielded  the  fruits  of 
ordinary  hours. 

The  sun  rose  upon  a  scene  which  foretold  serious  events.  A  redoubt 
had  sprung  into  existence  while  Boston  was  sleeping,  the  earthwork  of 
w^hich  was  already  between  six  and  seven  feet  high.  Cannon  from  the 
vessels  greeted  it  with  a  hot  fire  without  any  seeming  effect.     The  British 
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generals  repaired  to  Copp's  Hill,  twelve  hundred  yards  from  it,  to  study 
its  strength  and  character.  Hurrying  its  completion,  Prescott's  one  thou- 
sand looked  like  a  hive  of  bees.  Untiring,  with  perspiration  streaming 
from  every  pore,  without  food  or  water,^  the  intense  heat  of  the  coming 
day  bearing  down  upon  them  with  fatal  force,  they  labored  with  an  intre- 
pidity which  delayed  the  measures  of  the  enemy  through  sheer  amazement. 
Prescott  was  full  of  bounding  energy,  and  his  words  fell  like  fire-balls  of 
inspiration  about  him.  He  was  in  his  fiftieth  year,  tall,  of  fine,  command- 
ing presence,  witli  frank,  open,  handsome  face,  blue  eyes  and  brown  hair; 
he  was  bald  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  later  in  life  wore  a  wig.  He  was 
in  a  simple  and  appropriate  military  costume,  —  wearing  a  three-cornered 
hat,  a  blue  coat  with  a  single  row  of  buttons,  lapped  and  faced,  and  a 
well-proven  sword.'^  Expecting  warm  service,  he  had  with  him  a  linen 
coat  or  banyan  which  he  wore  in  the  engagement.  As  he  mounted  the 
w^orks  with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  walked  leisurely  backwards  and 
forwards  giving  directions,  his  magnificent  figure  attracted  the  attention 
of  Gage  on  Copp's  Hill,  who  asked  of  Counselor  Willard,  at  his  side,  "  Who 
is  that  officer  commanding  ?  " 

Willard,  recognizing  his  own  brother-in-law,  named  Colonel  Prescott. 

"  Will  he  fight  ?  "  asked  Gage. 
"  "  Yes,  indeed,  depend  upon  it,  to  the  last  drop  of  blood  in  him ;  though 
I  cannot  answer  for  his  men." 

But  Prescott  could  answer  for  his  men,  as  the  sequel  proved. 

The  story  of  this  battle  has  been  told  again  and  again.  Who  does  not 
know  with  what  admirable  coolness  and  self-possession,  such  as  would 
have  done  credit  to  the  greatest  hero  of  antiquity.  Colonel  Prescott  de- 
liberately gave  orders  and  compelled  their  obedience.  He  despatched 
repeated  messengers  for  reinforcements  and  provisions,  but  none  came. 
Without  sleep,  without  breakfast,  without  dinner,  without  even  a  cup  of 
cold  water,  he  and  his  men  prepared  for  a  desperate  encounter  with  a 
vastly  superior  force.  General  Ward,  at  Cambridge,  apprehending,  that  the 
main  attack  of  the  British  would  be  at  headquarters,  dared  not  impair  his 
strength  by  sending  more  men  to  Bunker  Hill.  Even  when  he  was  told 
by  Brooks  —  afterwards  governor  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  Prescott's  mes- 
sengers, who,  denied  a  horse  because  the  roads  were  raked  by  the  cannon 
of  the  gunboats,  had  made  the  long  detour  to  headquarters  on  foot  —  that 

1  Two  barrels  of  water  were  knocked  in  pieces  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  vessels.  Jacob 
Nash,  the  grandfather  of  the  author,  witnessed  the  scene,  to  whom  he  often  described  it  while 
the  latter  was  a  child. 

^  This  account  differs  somewhat  from  the  notions  obtained  from  the  ideal  pictures,  where 
Prescott  is  represented  in  the  working  garb  of  a  farmer,  wearing  a  slouched  hat  and  carrying 
a  musket  ;  but  the  above  description  is  well  authenticated. 
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the  British  were  landing  at  Charlestown,  he  refused  to  change  his  plan. 
He  simply  ordered  the  New  Hampshire  regiments  of  Stark  and  Reed, 
then  at  Medford,  to  march  to  Prescott's  support.  Some  two  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  redoubt,  a  low  stone-wall  crowned  by  a  rail-fence 
extended  towards  the  Mystic.  A  few  apple-trees  were  upon  either  side 
of  it.  The  meadow,  just  mown  the  day  before,  was  rich  with  half-cured 
hay  in  piles.  Prescott  sent  the  brave  Knowlton  with  a  detachment  of 
Connecticut  troops  to  improvise  a  fortification  by  throwing  up  another 
rail-fence  along  the  route  of  this,  filling  the  few  feet  of  space  between 
the  two  with  the  fresh-mown  hay.  The  work  was  done,  and  proved  of 
great  service.  But  it  was  only  about  seven  hundred  feet  long,  and  there 
was  an  opening  of  nearly  the  same  length  between  it  and  the  redoubt 
which  there  was  no  time  to  secure,  and  no  means  of  defending  save  be- 
hind a  few  scattered  trees. 

Thousands  of  persons  from  hill-top,  steeple,  and  roof,  almost  disbelieving 
their  own  eyes,  regarded  every  movement  with  intensest  anxiety.  Ere 
the  clock  struck  nine  the  bustle  in  Boston  indicated  that  the  British  would 
presently  attempt  to  dislodge  the  bold  patriots.  But  they  moved  with 
moderation ;  they  took  refreshments  by  the  way ;  they  halted  on  the 
grass  and  sent  back  for  reinforcements ;  and  finally,  about  half  past  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  marched  up  the  hill  in  their  glittering  uniforms. 

Prescott  was  undismayed  by  the  thinned  ranks  of  his  fighting  corps, 
some  of  those  detailed  expressly  for  the  night  work  having  departed. 
Warren  amved  just  before  the  action,  saying  he  came  as  a  volunteer,  and 
asked  for  a  place  where  the  onset  would  be  most  furious.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary,  with  the  small  amount  of  powder  in  hand,  that  every  charge 
should  take  effect,  hence  the  men  were  ordered  to  withhold  their  fire  until 
they  could  see  the  whites  of  the  assaiilters'  eyes.  Prescott  vowed  instant 
death  to  any  one  who  disobeyed  him  in  this  respect,  and  when  the  word 
was  given  and  the  deadly  flashes  burst  forth,  the  enemy  fell  like  the  tall 
grass  before  the  practiced  sweep  of  the  mower.  General  Pigott,  who  com- 
manded the  British  left  wing,  was  obliged  to  give  the  order  for  retreat. 
General  Howe,  meanwhile,  with  the  British  right  w4ng,  made  for  the  rail- 
fence  where  Putnam  had  posted  the  artillery,  and  threatened  to  cut  down 
any  of  his  men  who  risked  the  w\aste  of  a  musket  discharge  without 
orders.  The  word  was  given  when  the  enemy  were  within  eight  rods, 
and  a  lane  was  mown  through  the  advancing  column.  The  assailants 
retreated  in  confusion.  Our  troops  and  our  cause  suffered  from  want  of 
discipline  and  imperfect  preparation  ;  and  an  almost  insuperable  barrier  to 
the  bringing  on  of  reinforcements  was  the  plowing  of  the  neck  of  land  by 
the  incessant  volleys  from  the  ships,  which  kept  a  cloud  of  dust  darkening 
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the  air.  At  this  crisis  fresh  troops  came  over  from  Boston,  and  the  enemy 
rallied  for  a  second  attack.  Again  were  the  British  fairly  and  completely 
driven  from  the  hill.  It  was  during  this  assault  that  Charlestown  was 
set  on  fire  by  order  of  Howe,  and  its  church  and  over  two  hundred  dwell- 
ings were  falling  in  one  great  blaze.  The  few  remaining  rounds  of  powder 
were  distributed  by  Prescott  himself  to  the  less  than  two  hundred  men 
left  in  the  redoubt,  and  there  were  not  fifty  bayonets  in  his  party.  The 
British  made  the  third  desperate  assault,  and  hand  to  hand  and  face  to 
face  were  exchanged  the  last  savage  hostilities  of  that  day.  It  was  only 
when  the  redoubt  was  crowded  by  the  enemy  and  its  defenders  in  a  dense 
promiscuous  throng,  and  fresh  assailants  were  on  every  side  pouring  into  it, 
that  Prescott  conducted  an  orderly  but  still  resisting  retreat.  The  chival- 
rous Warren  was  among  the  last  to  leave  the  redoubt,  and  feU  a  few  rods 
from  it.  Putnam,  with  Knowlton  and  Stark,  made  a  vigorous  stand  at  the 
rail-fence,  which  was  of  the  utmost  service  to  the  retreating  party,  but 
were  also  compelled  to  retire.  The  enemy  were  in  no  condition  to  pursue, 
and  remained  apparently  content  with  the  little  patch  of  ground  which 
had  cost  them  so  many  lives.  They  had  brought  their  last  forces  into 
the  field ;  more  than  a  third  of  those  engaged  lay  dead  or  bleeding,  and 
the  survivors  were  exhausted  by  the  courage  of  their  adversaries.  All 
that  night  and  the  next  day  boats,  drays,  and  stretchers  were  conveying 
the  wounded  and  dying  to  Boston.  Seventy  commissioned  officers  were 
wounded  and  thirteen  slain.  Even  the  battle  of  Quebec,  which  won  half 
a  continent,  did  not  cost  the  lives  of  as  many  officers.  Gage  estimated 
his  loss  at  one  thousand  fifty-four.  Of  the  Americans,  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  were  killed.  This  battle  put  an  end  to  all  offensive  operations 
on  the  part  of  Gage. 

The  news  reached  Philadelphia  on  the  2 2d,  and  the  next  day  Washing- 
ton, accompanied  by  two  of  the  newly  appointed  major-generals, 
Lee  and  Schuyler,  and  a  volunteer  corps  of  light  horse,  started 
for  the  seat  of  war.  As  the  brilliant  cavalcade  clattered  through  the 
country,  it  was  the  delight  and  wonder  of  every  town  and  village.  The 
New  York  Congress  were  in  a  dilemma  when  a  message  came  that 
Washington  would  arrive  in  the  city  on  the  25th,  and  another  to 

-,  r^  rr.  •  n  T^  1    •        June  25. 

say  that  Governor  Tryon,  just  irom  Jiurope,  was  on  a  vessel  m 
the  harbor,  and  would  probably  land  about  the  same  time.  Tryon  was 
still  held  to  be  the  legal  governor  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
although  the  only  allegiance  shown  him  by  the  New  York  Congress  was 
outward  respect,  and  a  vigilant  caution  that  his  person  should  not  be 
molested.  It  was  not  desirable  that  the  two  distinguished  officials 
should  meet,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  the  self-constituted  authorities  to 
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pay  military  honors  to  both.  In  the  embarrassment  of  the  moment  they 
ordered  one  company  of  militia  to  meet  Washington,  and  another  to  be 
ready  at  the  ferry  to  welcome  whichever  dignitary  should  first  arrive  "  as 
well  as  circumstances  would  allow."  A  committee  consisting  of  John  Sloss 
Hobart,  Melancton  Smith,  Eichard  Montgomery,  and  Gouverneur  IMorris 
met  Washington  in  Newark,  and  attended  him  to  New  York.  It  was  a 
lovely  afternoon,  bells  were  rung  joyfully,  militia  paraded  in  their  gayest 
trim,  and  the  handsome,  courtly  commander-in-chief,  in  a  uniform  of  blue, 
with  purple  sash,  and  long  plume  of  feathers  in  his  hat,  was  drawn  in  an 
open  phaeton  by  a  pair  of  white  horses,  up  Broadway,  which  was  lined  by 
multitudes  to  tlie  very  house-tops.  A  letter  from  Gilbert  Livingston  to 
Dr.  Peter  Taj)pan  gives  an  account  of  the  affair  in  all  its  freshness. 

Neav  York,  June  29,  1775. 
"Dear  Brother,  —  You  will  see  by  the  warrants  who  are  nominated  officers 
for  your  County,  it  is  very  Hkely  we  sliall  raise  an  additional  number  of  troops 
besides  the  3,000  now  Eaised.  We  expect  all  dilligence  will  be  used  in 
Eecruiting,  that  the  Eegiments  may  be  formed  immediately.  Last  Saturday 
about  two  o'clock  the  Generals  Washington  Lee  and  Schuyler  arrived  here, 
they  crossed  the  North  Eiver  at  Hoback^  and  landed  at  Coll  Lispenards.* 
There  were  8  or  10  Companies  under  Arms  all  in  Uniforms  who  marched 
out  to  Lispenards,  the  procession  began  from  there  thus,  the  Companies  first, 
Congress  next,  two  of  Continental  Congress  next,  General  Officers  next,  &  a 
Company  of  horse  from  Philadelphia  who  came  with  the  General  brought  up 
the  rear,  there  were  an  innumerable  Company  of  people  Men  Women  and  Chil- 
dren present.  In  the  evening  Governor  Tryon  landed  as  in  the  newspapers.  I 
walked  with  my  friend  George  Clinton,  all  the  way  to  Lispenards  —  who  is  now 
gone  home.*  I  am  very  well  hope  all  Friends  so,  the  Torys  Catey*  writes 
are  as  violent  as  ever !  poor  insignificant  souls,  Who  think  themselves  of  great 
importance.  The  Times  wiU  soon  show.  I  fancy  that  they  must  quit  their 
Wicked  Tenets  at  least  in  pretense  and  show  fair,  Let  their  Hearts  be  Black 
as  Hell.  Go  on  be  spirited  &  I  doubt  not  success  will  Crown  our  Honest 
endeavours  for  the  Support  of  our  Just  Eights  and  Privaledges." 

Governor  Tryon  landed  about  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening,  and  was 
met  and  escorted  by  a  delegation  of  magistrates,  and  the  militia  in  fuU 
dress,  to  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  Hugh  Wallace.  He  wrote  to  Dart- 
mouth shortly  after,  that  he  was  only  in  the  exercise  of  such  feeble  ex- 
ecutive powers  as  suited  the  convenience  or  caprice  of  the  country,  and 
he  felt  most  keenly  his  ignoble  situation.     He  said  every  traveler  on  the 

^  Hoboken. 

2  In  the  vicinity  of  Laiglit  Street,  near  Greenwich. 

*  The  wife  of  George  Clinton  was  Cornelia,  sister  of  Dr.  Tappan. 

*  "  Catey  "  was  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Livingston  and  sister  of  Dr.  Tappan. 
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continent  must  have  a  pass  from  some  committee  or  some  congress,  in 
order  to  proceed  from  one  point  to  another. 

Washington  met  the  New  York  Congress  on  the  day  following  his  re- 
ception, exchanged  addresses  and  civilities,  and  discussed  military 
questions  of  moment,  chiefly  concerning  the  formidable  power 
which  threatened  from  the  interior  of  this  province ;  then  hastened  towards 
Cambridge,  where  he  was  much  needed.  Schuyler  was  left  in  command 
of  the  militia  of  New  York.  The  Continental  Congress  had  already 
ordered  New  York  to  contribute  three  thousand  men  as  her  quota  to  the 
anny  of  the  country.  Four  regiments  were  soon  raised  and  placed  under 
Colonels  McDougal,  Van  Schaick,  James  Clinton,  and  Holmes.  John 
Lamb  was  appointed  captain  of  a  company  of  artillery.  He  was  shortly 
instructed  by  the  New  York  Congress  to  remove  the  guns  on  the 
battery  to  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands.  While  accomplish- 
ing this  feat,  on  the  night  of  August  23,  he  was  fired  upon  by  a  party 
from  the  Asia,  who  were  in  a  barge  close  under  the  fort,  evidently  to  watch 
proceedings,  and  returned  a  volley  which  sent  the  hostile  craft  swiftly  to 
the  shelter  of  the  ship,  with  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  A 
broadside  was  at  once  opened  upon  the  city  by  the  Ada,  wounding  three  of 
Lamb's  men  and  injuring  some  of  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitehall. 
In  the  mean  time  the  cannon,  in  all  twenty-one  pieces,  were  taken  hence 
with  great  deliberation.  The  panic  was  such  that  many  families  hurriedly 
removed  from  the  city  the  next  day.  The  captain  of  the  Asia  wrote  to 
the  Mayor,  Whitehead  Hicks,  in  the  early  morning,  demanding 
satisfaction  for  the  murder  of  one  of  his  men  in  the  skirmish.  The 
public  functionaries  were  summoned  to  the  council-room  of  the  City  Hall, 
including  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council,  Governor  Tryon,  and  of  his 
counselors  Daniel  Horsemanden,  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Charles  Ward  Ap- 
thorpe,  Henry  White,  and  Hugh  Wallace,  together  with  the  members  of 
the  New  York  Congress  who  were  in  town,  to  consult  in  regard  to  the 
alarming  condition  of  affairs.  It  was  agreed,  after  considerable  discussion, 
that  as  the  Asia  had  seen  fit  to  cannonade  the  city,  she  must  henceforward 
receive  no  more  supplies  from  it  directly,  but  fresh  provisions  might  be 
delivered  on  Governor's  Island  for  her  benefit.     Thus  there  would 

Aug.  29. 

be  no  communication  between  the  vessel  and  the  town.      Orders 

to  this  effect  were  issued  on  the  29th.      A  week  later  Tryon  wrote  to 

Dartmouth  :  — 

"  The  city  has  remained  quiet  since,  but  a  boat  which  carried  only  some  milk 
to  the  ship  was  burnt  on  her  return  to  shore,  as  was  last  Sunday  a  country  sloop 
for  having  put  some  provisions  on  board  the  man-of-war.  Such  is  the  rage  of 
the  present  animosity.      At  least  one  third  of  the  citizens  have  moved  with  their 
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effects  out  of  town,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  will  shortly  experience  the  dis- 
tresses of  necessity  ami  want." 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  ablest  and  best-informed  of  those  who 
have  censured  the  New  York  Congress  for  permitting  any  supplies  what- 
ever to  reach  the  Asia  are  scarcely  consistent  with  themselves.  On  what 
principle  of  generalship  could  an  engagement  have  been  provoked  with 
an  adversary  of  such  strength  w^ithout  as  yet  the  slightest  means  of  de- 
fense ?  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  men  of  genius  and  judgment,  as  the 
majority  of  this  Congress  unquestionably  were,  should  commit  so  great  a 
blunder  as  to  throw  the  firebrands  which  would  have  certainly  laid  the 
city  in  ashes,  to  the  great  risk  of  life  and  destruction  of  property.  There 
were  other  and  broader  objects  and  aims  than  the  punishment  of  one  war 
vessel  which  manifestly  had  the  advantage  at  the  present  moment.  De- 
spite the  clamor  of  the  short-sighted  and  impatient,  less  diplomacy  and 
discretion  at  this  crisis  would  have  done  irreparable  injury  to  the  American 
cause.  "  We  had  better  be  dubbed  cowards  and  tories  than  to  beat  our 
heads  against  a  wall,"  said  Gouverneur  Morris. 

Try  on  wrote  to  Dartmouth  in  an  hour  of  deep  dejection  :  — 

"  Every  day  produces  fresh  proof  of  a  determined  spirit  of  resistance  in  the 
Confederate  Colonies.  The  Americans  from  politicians  are  becoming  soldiers,  and 
however  problematical  it  once  was,  there  can  be  no  doubt  now  of  their  intention 
to  persevere  to  great  extremity,  unless  they  are  called  back  by  some  liberal  and 
conciliatory  assurances."  ^ 

Tryon  was  privately  informed  by  General  Montgomery  that  measures 

were  being  matured  by  Congress  for  his  arrest  and  imprisonment, 

and   after  suffering  much  uneasiness  and  mortification,  he  retired, 

on  the  30th  of  October,  to  the  ship  Duchess  of  Gordon,  under  protection  of 

the  guns  of  the  Asia  in  the  harbor. 

John  Morin  Scott  wrote  to  Eichard  Varick  on  the  15th  of  jSTovember 
following :  — 

"  Every  office  shut  up  almost,  but  Sam  Jones's  who  wiU  work  for  6/  a  day 
&  live  accordingly  —  All  Business  stagnated,  the  City  half  deserted  for  fear  of  a 
Bombardment —  a  new  Congress  elected  —  Those  for  New  York  you  will  see  by  the 
papers  are  changed  for  the  better  —  All  staunch  Whigs  now.  How  it  is  with  the 
Convention  I  know  not.  We  have  [not  rec'^]  Returns.  Yesterday  the  new 
Congress  was  to  meet  but  I  believe  they  did  not  make  a  house.  My  Doctors 
say  I  must  not  attend  it  nor  any  other  Business  in  some  Weeks  ;  but  I  hope  they 
will  be  mistaken.  Nothing  from  t'other  side  of  the  Water  but  a  fearful  looking 
for  of  wrath.      Our  continental  petition  most  probably  condemned  the  Bulk  of 

1   Tryon  to  Dartmouth,  September  5,  1775.     N.   Y.  Coll.  Ms.  VIII.  633. 
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the  Nation  (it  is  said  ag*  US)  and  a  bloody  campaign  next  summer.  But 
let  us  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  Who  can  prize  life  without  Liberty  1  It  is  a 
Eauble  only  fit  to  be  thrown  away."  ^ 

The  limit  of  the  first  New  York  Congress  having  expired,  an  election 
took  place  at  the  usual  time  in  the  autumn ;  the  second  Congress,  chosen 
for  six  months,  was  to  have  met  November  14,  but  a  quorum  was  not 
present  until  December  6.^  There  has  ever  been  in  the  public  mind  a 
very  natural  confusion  concerning  the  committees  and  congresses  of  New 
York  in  this  exciting  period.  But  the  careful  reader  of  preceding  pages 
will  note  the  sequence  unbroken  from  the  birth  of  the  famous  Fifty- 
One  in  the  spring  of  1774 ;  and  the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  subtle  forces 
inherent  in  the  community  which  were  soon  to  assume  majestic  place  and 
meaning.  Whenever  the  Provincial  Congress  adjourned,  for  however 
short  a  time,  a  Committee  of  Safety  was  delegated  from  their  own 
numbers  to  manage  affairs  in  the  interim ;  therefore  a  responsible  body 
representing  the  people  was  at  all  times  in  session.  No  colony  had  ac- 
quired more  dexterity  in  the  performance  of  public  business  than  New 
York ;  and  one  of  the  strongly  marked  features  in  the  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  the  new  government,  which  was  already  beginning  its  move- 
ments, was  the  special  care  taken  by  all  men  in  office  not  to  wield  more 
power  than  had  been  distinctly  delegated  to  them  by  the  united  voice  of 
their  constituents. 

Isaac  Sears,  so  conspicuous  for  his  zeal  in  the  earlier  New  York  com- 
mittees, without  any  particular  fitness  for  leadership  in  any  direc- 
tion,  and   wholly  deficient  in  judgment,  had  removed  to  New 
Haven,  where  he  raised  a  company  of  cavalry.     Becoming  incensed  with 
James  Rivingtou,^  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Gazetteer  (published  since 

^  Nciv  York  in  the  Revolution,  84,  85.  John  Morin  Scott  was  born  in  New  York  in  1730, 
and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1746  ;  he  afterwards  studied  law  and  became  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  New  York  bar,  where  many  of  the  ablest  minds  of  America  were  then 
practicing.  He  was  appointed  a  Brigadier-General  in  June,  1776,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Long  Island.  In  March,  1777,  he  left  the  military  service  to  become  Secretary  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  In  1782  and  1783  he  served  in  the  Continental  Congress.  He  died 
in  1784  in  New  York. 

'^  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  197. 

^  James  Rivington,  printer  and  bookseller  in  New  York  during  the  Revolution,  was  a  man 
of  fifty  (born  in  London,  1724),  possessing  talent,  fine  manners,  and  much  general  information. 
In  May,  1775,  he  was  placed  in  confinement  by  order  of  Congress  for  his  attacks  upon  the 
patriots,  to  which  body  he  applied  for  release,  declaring  "that,  however  wrong  and  mistaken 
he  may  have  been  in  his  opinions,  he  always  meant  openly  and  honestly  to  do  liis  duty 
as  a  servant  of  the  public."  In  1777  he  resumed  the  publication  of  his  paper  ;  but  in  1781, 
when  British  success  looked  doubtful,  he  turned  spy,  and  furnished  Washington  important 
information  ;  thus,  when  New  York  was  evacuated  he  remained  in  the  city,  where  he  died 
in  1802. 
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1773),  for  his  severe  strictures  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  he, 
unannounced,  swooped  down  upon  New  York  City  with  seventy-five 
mounted  men  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  destroyed  Kivington's  printing- 
press  and  other  apparatus,  carrying  off  the  types,  which  were  converted 
into  bullets.  It  was  a  riotous  proceeding,  universally  condemned  by  the 
citizens  of  the  city,  and  met  the  rank  disapproval  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  who  declared  it  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  people  to  attempt  "  to 
restrain  the  freedom  of  the  Press." 

With  the  approach  of  winter,  New  York  grew  more  and  more  cheerless. 
Scarcely  a  third  of  its  residents  had  returned  to  their  homes.  An  omi- 
nous apprehension  of  calamity  hung  over  the  city.  Governor  Tryon  was 
visited  by  his  counselors  from  time  to  time  on  the  Duchess  of  Gordon, 
but  they  were  impotent  to  exercise  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  king  of  England  even  in  the  smallest  particulars.  Help  was  daily 
expected,  and  they  smiled  among  themselves  as  they  contemplated  the 
easy  conquest  of  the  metropolis  with  the  arrival  of  Britain's  army.  Why 
it  should  be  so  long  in  coming  was  a  problem. 

One  glance  across  the  water,  and  we  shall  see  that  Barrington's 
estimate  of  England's  military  strength  was  correct.  When  the  tidings 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  were  discussed  at  Whitehall  the  lords  were 
startled  by  the  loss  of  so  many  officers ;  the  king  remarked,  with  arrogant 
composure,  that  he  would  have  twenty  thousand  soldiers  in  America  before 
spring.  Barrington  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  no  such 
number  could  be  raised.  George  III.  at  once  made  efforts  to  secure 
troops  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  sending  agents  to  Hanover,  Holland,. 
Germany,  and  Russia.  The  astute  Vergennes  could  hardly  convince 
himself  that  England's  statesman  would  miss  the  means,  so  apparent 
to  him,  of  pacifying  America,  although  he  unhesitatingly  pronounced 
George  III.  the  most  obstinate  king  alive,  and  as  weak  as  Charles  I. 
But  he  was  forced  to  give  up  his  doubts  when  he  read  the  king's  proc- 
lamation against  the  Colonies,  which  reached  America  in  November. 
The  Empress  of  Russia  returned  a  sarcastic  negative  answer  when  invited 
to  ship  twenty  thousand  men  across  the  Atlantic  to  serve  under  Britisli 
command ;  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  turn  for  aid  to  the  smaller  princes 
of  Germany. 

While  England  was  quivering  from  center  to  circumference  with  the 
heat  of  the  discussions  over  the  injudicious  and  apparently  impractica- 
ble schemes  of  her  monarch,  which  half  the  kingdom  believed  fraught 
with  disgrace,  Washington,  acting  under  a  promiscuous  executive,  was- 
making  a  herculean  endeavor  to  organize  a  regular  army  and  a  military 
system  from  the  disconnected  material  around  Boston.     Ereloucj  it  was. 
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discovered  that  Carleton,  the  British  governor  of  Canada,  was  enlisting, 
the  French  peasantry  in  an  expedition  to  recover  Ticonderoga,  and  also 
instigating  the  northern  savages  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  New  York 
and  New  England.  These  movements  decided  the  Continental  Congress 
to  occupy  that  Province  as  an  act  of  self-defense.  The  command  of  the 
perilous  enterprise  was  assigned  to  the  two  New  York  generals,  Schuyler 
and  Montgomery. 

Philip  Schuyler  was  forty-two  years  of  age  when  he  thus  appeared 
conspicuously  before  the  world.  He  was  born  to  opulence,  inherited  •  the 
masterly  traits  of  an  ancestry  which  for  three  generations  had  been 
foremost  in  promoting  tlie  welfare  and  development  of  New  York,  was 
a  natural  as  well  as  a  trained  mathematician,  was  familiar  with  mili- 
tary engineering,  having  served  in  an  important  department  of  the 
army  during  the  French  War,  was  well  versed  in  finance  and  political 
economy,  and  was  a  thorough  scholar  in  the  French  language ;  he  was 
personally  proud,  self-poised,  high-spirited,  impatient  of  undeserved  criti- 
cism, but  superior  to  envy  of  any  description,  and  one  of  the  most  un- 
pretentious and  generous  of  men.  His  mother  was  the  beautiful  Cor- 
nelia Van  Cortlandt,  a  lady  of  great  force  of  character,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Hon.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt  and  Gertrude  Schuyler,  so 
interesting  from  their  political  consequence  and  social  consideration  in 
an  earlier  decade  of  our  history.  He  had  been  one  of  the  most  earnest 
advocates  of  liberty  in  the  New  York  Assembly ;  his  well-balanced  mind 
had  acted  a  faithful  part  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  the  later 
councils  of  the  Province  ;  and  from  the  first  he  liberally  pledged  his  own 
personal  credit  for  the  public  wants.  He  repaired  at  once  to  his  charm- 
ing home  on  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Hudson,^  a  great,  elegant,  old-fash- 
ioned family  mansion,  half  hidden  among  ancestral  trees,  and  surrounded 
by  gardens,  fruit-orchards,  and  broad,  highly  cultivated  acres,  and  after  a 
brief  visit  turned  his  face  warward.  At  Ticonderoga  his  duty  was  the 
same  as  that  of  "Washington  at  Cambridge,  —  the  raising,  organizing,  equip- 
ping, provisioning,  and  paying  of  men  from  an  uncertain  and  scarcely 
founded  treasury ;  and  the  obstacles  and  the  dangers  were  much  greater, 
from  his  proximity  to  the  hostile  element  hovering  about  Johnson  Hall, 
and  the  totally  unprotected  condition  of  the  region  of  the  Hudson ;  and 
the  New  England  soldiers  at  the  post,  as  well  as  those  that  came  after- 
wards, were  volunteers  mostly  from  the  farms,  undisciplined,  and  holding 
themselves  on  an  equality  with  the  subordinate  officers,  and  quite  as  much 
inclined  to  dictate  as  to  obey. 

Richard  Montgomery,  from  the  old  Scotch-Irish  nobility,  born  at  Con- 

^  A  noble  estate  at  Saratoga,  inherited  from  an  uncle. 
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way  House,  near  Eaphoe,  Ireland,  was  a  laureled  warrior,  although  but 
thirty-eight  years  of  age.  He  entered  the  English  army  while  quite  young, 
and  distinguished  himself  with  Wolfe  in  the  brilliant  conquests  of  the 
French  War.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Barre,  and  well  known  per- 
sonally to  Edmund  Burke,  Fox,  and  other  English  statesmen,  and  he 

had  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  the 
colonists  in  five  im- 
portant military  cam- 
paigns. He  had  re- 
tired from  the  service 
and  some  time  since 
taken  up  his  abode 
in  New  York,  pur- 
chasing a  large  prop- 
erty on  the  Hudson. 
He  married  Janet 
Livingston,  daughter 
of  Judge  Robert  R. 
Livingston  — who  was 
accustomed  to  say  that 
if  American  liberty 
failed  to  be  main- 
ta,ined,  he  would  re- 
move with  his  family 
to  Switzerland,  as  the 
only  free  country  in 
the  world  —  and  sister  of  the  future  chancellor,  then  one  of  the  important 
meml3ers  of  the  Continental  Congress.  It  was  this  lady's  great-grandfather, 
Robert  Livingston,  who  figured  so  prominently  for  half  a  century  in  the 
public  affairs  of  New  York,  and  her  grandfather,  Robert  Livingston,  who 
prophecied  for  years  the  coming  conflict  with  England,  and  on  his  death- 
bed, in  1775,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  watching  with  keen  interest  the  re- 
sults of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  confidently  predicted  America's  indepen- 
dence ;  and  in  her  veins  also  coursed  the  republican  blood  of  the  Schuylers 
and  Beekmans.  From  a  domestic  circle  which  had  for  its  inheritance  an 
infusion  of  lofty  sentiment  in  harmony  with  the  appeals  for  justice  from 
a  Parliamentary  minority  of  the  choicest  and  greatest  of  the  realm  of 
England,  Montgomery  had  been  summoned  to  represent  Duchess  County 
in  the  New  York  Congress.  His  great  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  in- 
stantly found  recognition.     His  sound  judgment  was  valued  as  it  deserved, 


Portrait  of   Richjrd    Montgomeiy. 
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and  his  promptness  in  action  and  decision  of  character  inspired  heroic 
confidence. 

He  was  regarded  with  pride  and  affection  as,  bidding  adieu  to  his  lovely 
home  and  recently  wedded  joys,  he  turned  his  face  toward  the  uninviting 
northern  frontiers.  His  figure  even  now  stands  out  through  the  mists  of 
a  century  in  living  colors,  —  tall,  of  fine  military  presence,  of  graceful  ad- 
dress, with  a  bright  magnetic  face,  winning  manners,  and  the  bearing  of 
a  prince.  His  wife  accompanied  him  to  Saratoga,  where  they  parted  — 
forever. 

Events  soon  proved  the  wisdom  of  attempting  the  conquest  of  Canada 
as  a  safeguard  against  Indian  hostilities,  and  preparations  were  pushed 
with  vigor.  Schuyler,  who  knew  all  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  civil- 
ized and  savage,  went  to  Albany  to  use  his  influence  with  some  of  the 
warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  there  assembled  ;  but  a  despatch  from  Wash- 
ington hurried  him  again  to  Ticonderoga.  He  found  Montgomery,  who 
had  also  caught  the  warning  note  from  the  commander-in-chief,  already 
en  route  over  Lake  Champlain.  Schuyler  was  stricken  down  with  a 
bilious  fever,  which  did  not,  however,  prevent  his  journeying  three  days 
in  a  covered  batteau,  overtaking  Montgomery  and  party.  But  his  illness 
became  so  serious  that  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  chief  command 
to  Montgomery  and  return  to  Ticonderoga. 

The  details  of  this  expedition  are  among  the  most  remarkable  and 
romantic  of  the  Eevolutionary  contest.  The  way  bristled  with  difficulties, 
roads  and  bridges  were  among  the  modern  conveniences  of  the  future,  the 
munitions  of  war  were  insufficient,  food  was  scarce  and  of  the  poorest 
quality,  and  the  common  troops  were  full  of  the  inquisitiveness  and  self- 
direction  of  civil  life.  Montgomery  was  much  better  able  to  manage  the 
New  York  than  the  New  England  soldiers,  as  his  authority  depended 
chiefly  upon  his  personal  influence  and  powers  of  persuasion  ;  of  the  lat- 
ter he  said,  "  They  are  the  worst  stuff  imaginable  for  fighting ;  there  is  so 
much  equality  among  them  that  the  privates  are  all  generals,  but  not 
soldiers."  And  yet  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  men  Montgomery  cap- 
tured the  fort  at  Chamblee  and  the  post  of  St.  John's,^  proceeded  to 
Montreal,^  and  leaving  G-eneral  Wooster  in  command  of  that  town,  led  his 
gallant  little  army  to  the  very  walls  of  Quebec. 

1  Colonel  Marinas  Willett  of  New  York  was  left  in  command  of  the  fort  of  St.  John's. 

2  Montgomery  wrote  to  his  wife,  November  24  :  "  The  other  day  General  Prescott  was  so 
obliging  as  to  surrender  himself  and  fourteen  or  fifteen  land  officers,  with  above  one  hundred 
men,  besides  sea  officers  and  sailors,  prisoners  of  war.  I  blush  for  His  Majesty's  troops  ! 
Such  an  instance  of  base  poltroonery  I  never  met  with  !  And  all  because  we  had  a  half  a 
dozen  cannon  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  annoy  him  in  his  retreat.  The  Governor  [Carleton] 
escaped —  more 's  the  pity  !     Prescott,  nevertheless,  is  a  prize." 
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During  his  triumphal  progress  Benedict  Arnold,  with  rare  boldness  and 
persistence,  conducted  a  detachment  of  Washington's  army  through  a 
trackless  wilderness  of  nearly  three  hundred  miles,  where  for  thirty-two 
days  they  saw  no  trace  of  the  presence  of  human  beings.  Their  provisions 
fell  short  towards  the  last,  so  that  it  is  said  some  of  the  men  ate  their  dogs, 
cartouch-boxes,  breeches,  and  shoes.  They  appeared,  after  losing  about 
half  their  number,  at  Point  Levi,  opposite  Quebec ;  an  apparition  which 
so  startled  the  Canadians  that,  had  boats  been  obtainable,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  Quebec  would  have  capitulated  at  the  first  demand  without  a 
struggle.  Aaron  Burr,  a  mere  stripling,  was  of  this  party,  and  was  chosen 
by  Arnold  to  communicate  his  presence  to  Montgomery,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  distant,  in  Montreal.  In  the  garb  of  a  priest,  and  mak- 
ing use  of  his  Latin  and  French,  Burr  obtained  a  trusty  guide  and  one  of 
the  rude  wagons  of  the  country,  and  from  one  religious  family  to  another 
was  conveyed  in  safety  to  his  destination.  Montgomery  was  so  charmed 
with  his  successful  daring,  that  he  at  once  made  him  his  aide-de-camp, 
with  the  rank  of  captain. 

It  was  on  the  3d  of  December  that  Montgomery  made  a  junction  with 
Arnold,^  and  soon  decided  to  carry  Quebec  by  storm.     His  reasons 
were  twofold  :  he  was  unprovided  with  the  means  for  a  siege,  and 
the  term  of  the  enlistment  of  the  greater  portion  of  his  troops  would  ex- 
pire with  the  year.    Whatever  was  done  must  be  concentrated  within  the 
month  of  December. 

It  was  on  the  30th,  while  but  a  few  more  hours  of  the  old  year  re- 
mained, that  the  order  was  given.  The  principal  attacks  were 
conducted  by  Montgomery  and  Arnold  in  person.  Colonel  James 
*Livingston,  a  New-Yorker  who  had  for  some  time  lived  in  Canada,  was 
at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  Canadian  auxiliaries  which  he  had  himself 
raised,  and  was  sent,  with  his  command,  to  St.  John's  Gate  to  distract 
attention,  while  another  party  under  Brown  was  to  feign  a  movement 
on  Cape  Diamond.  Arnold,  leading  twice  as  many  men  as  Montgomery, 
reached  the  Palace  Gate,  where  in  the  first  fierce  encounter  he  was  dis- 
abled by  a  wound  in  the  leg  and  carried  from  the  field.  Captain  Lamb, 
with  his  New  York  artillery,  fought  in  this  division.  Lamb  himself  being 

1  Montgomery's  last  letter  to  his  wife  was  written  December  5.  He  says  :  "  I  suppose 
long  ere  this  we  have  furnished  the  folks  of  the  United  Colonies  with  subject-matter  of  con- 
versation. I  should  like  to  see  the  long  faces  of  my  Tory  friends.  I  fancy  that  they  look  a 
little  cast  down,  and  that  the  Whig  ladies  triumph  most  unmercifully. 

"  The  weather  continues  so  gentle  that  we  have  been  able,  at  this  late  season,  to  get  down 
[the  St.  Lawrence]  by  water  with  our  artilleiy.      They  are  a  good  deal  alarmed  in  town 

[Quebec],  and  with  some  reason I  wish  it  were  well  over  with  all  my  heart,  and  sigh 

for  home  like  a  New  Englander. 
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wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Montgomery  reserved  for  his  own  party 
New  York  men,  and  in  the  blackness  of  the  night,  and  through  a  blind- 
ing storm  of  wind,  snow,  and  hail,  led  them,  Indian  file,  to  Wolfe's  Cove, 
from  which  they  were  seen  in  full  march  at  early  dawn.  And  ever  by 
the  side  of  the  princely  commander  was  the  diminutive  and  boyish  Aaron 
Burr.  They  passed  the  first  barrier,  and  were  about  to  storm  the  second, 
when  within  fifty  yards  of  the  cannon,  Montgomery  exclaimed,  "  Men  of 
New  York,  you  will  not  fear  to  follow  where  your  general  leads ;  push  on, 
brave  boys,  Quebec  is  ours  ! "  and  almost  instantly  fell.  And  with  his 
life  the  soul  of  the  expedition  departed. 

Foes  and  friends  alike  paid  a  tribute  to  his  worth.  Barre  wept  pro- 
fusely when  he  heard  of  his  death.  Burke  proclaimed  him  a  hero  who  in 
one  campaign  had  conquered  two  thirds  of  Canada.  "  Curse  on  his  vir- 
tues," said  North  ;  "  they  've  undone  his  country  ! "  Governor  Carleton, 
with  all  his  oflticers,  civil  and  military,  in  Quebec,  buried  him  with  the 
honors  of  war.^  Congress  passed  resolutions  of  sorrow  and  grateful  re- 
membrance ;  and  all  America  was  in  tears. 

Quebec,  the  strongest  fortified  city  in  America,  with  a  garrison  of  twice 
the  number  of  the  besiegers,  was  not  conquered,  but  the  heroic  endeavor 
created  an  impression  throughout  the  world  that  America  was  in  earnest. 

1  The  remains  of  Montgomerj^  were  removed  forty-three  years  afterward,  in  compliance  with 
a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  placed  beneath  the  portico  in  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  New  York 
City,  where  a  monument  had  been  erected  to  his  memory  by  order  of  Congress.  By  request 
of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  DeWitt  Clinton,  commissioned 
Lewis  Livingston,  the  son  of  Edward  Livingston,  to  conduct  the  ceremonies  of  removal, 
which  were  on  a  most  brilliant  scale,  such  voluntary  honors  indeed  as  were  never  before  paid 
to  the  memory  of  an  individual  by  a  republic. 

The  only  original  portrait  of  Montgomery  (of  which  the  sketch  is  a  copy)  is  at  Montgomeiy 
Place  on  the  Hudson.  It  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Montgomery  by  Lady  Ranelagh,  the  sister  of  the 
General,  shortly  after  his  death,  having  been  painted  in  Europe  when  the  young  hero  was 
about  twenty-five.  He  left  no  descendants.  His  will,  made  at  Crown  Point,  August  30, 
1775,  is  still  in  existence,  though  the  paper  is  yellow  and  worn  with  its  hundred  years,  and 
it  bears  the  well-known  signature  of  Benedict  Arnold. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

1776. 

January  -  July. 

THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

The  New  Year.  —  New  York  Active,  but  Cautious.  —  Governor.  Franklin  of  New 
Jersey  in  Custody.  —  Burning  of  Portland,  Maine.  —Burning  of  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia.—  Families  divided  and  Friends  at  Enmity.  — New  York  disarms  the 
Tories  on  Long  Island. —The  Pamphlet  "Common  Sense." —Sir  John  Johnson 
surrenders  to  Schuyler.  —  Lee's  Arrival  in  New  York.  —  General  Clinton's 
Arrival  in  New  York.  —The  Panic.  —Lord  Stirling  in  Command  of  New  York. 
—  General  Lsrael  Putnam.  —  Escape  of  Hon.  John  Watts. — Fortifications. — 
The  British  Army  DRIVEN  from  Boston.  —  Washington  transfers  the  American 
Army  to  New  York.  —  Silas  Deane  sent  to  the  French  King  for  Help.  — Cana- 
da's Commissioners. — The  Third  New  York  Congress.  —  Alexander  Hamilton. 
The  Conspiracy.  —  Riots  and  Disturbances.  —  British  Fleet  off  Sandy  Hook.  — 
Governor  William  Livingston.  —  Liberty  Hall.  —  The  Continental  Congress.  — 
Declaration  of  American  Independence. 

THE  opening  of  the  year  1776,  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  remark- 
able years  for  its  sequence  of  civil  wonders  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  was  depressing  in  the  extreme.  The  social  observances  of  New 
Year's  day  in  New  York  City  for  the  first  time  in  a  century  and  a  half 
were  omitted,  save  in  a  few  isolated  cases  where  the  ladies  of  the  house- 
hold welcomed  family  friends  without  ceremony.  A  storm  of  wind,  sleet, 
and  rain  terminated  towards  evening  in  a  light  fall  of  snow.  The  streets 
were  deserted,  and  the  portentous  clouds  seemed  to  close  about  the  very 
roofs  and  chimneys.  The  mind  of  the  people  was  strained  and  apprehen- 
sive, the  more  so  because  of  the  undefined  nature  of  the  new  life  upon 
which  they  were  entering.  There  was  nothing  fictitious  or  deceptive 
in  the  freshly  awakened  impulses  and  activities,  but  the  step  from  the 
past  into  the  untried  future  was  creative  of  the  most  extraordinary  sensa- 
tions. 

Clinton  was  confidently  expected  from  Boston.  The  metropolis  was 
barren  of  defenses.  The  Bay  of  New  York  was  already  controlled  by  the 
British  men-of-war ;  also  the  East  Eiver,  and  the  Hudson  Ptiver  below 
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the  Highlands.  And  neither  Long  Island  nor  Staten  Island  could  pre- 
vent the  landing  of  British  troops  upon  their  soil.  The  possession  of 
Long  Island  was  virtually  the  command  of  Manhattan  Island. 

The  proceedings  of  the  New  York  Congress  were  with  closed  doors ; 
none  but  members,  all  of  whom  were  pledged  to  secrecy,  were  permitted 
to  take  copies  of  the  minutes.  The  intention  was  to  publish  at  the  close 
of  each  session  such  of  the  acts  as  were  not  voted  by  the  counties  to  be 
of  a  secret  or  unimportant  nature,  but  the  journal  was  not  printed  until 
1842.  In  the  gathering  together  of  war  materials  this  body  was  indus- 
trious from  the  first.  They  advised  Washington  from  time  to  time  of 
things  taken  from  the  king's  stores,  as,  for  instance : 

"  In  a  private  room  in  the  lower  barracks  some  twenty  cart-loads  of  soldiers'' 
sheets,  blankets,  shirts,  and  a  box  of  fine  lint ;  in  John  Gilbert's  store  ten 
hogsheads  of  empty  cartridges,  and  some  twenty-four-pounders ;  in  a  private 
room  in  upper  barracks  near  Liberty-Pole  about  six  cart-loads  of  different  kinds 
of  medicines ;  and  in  Isaac  Sears'  old  store  one  hundred  and  thirty  boxes  of 
tallow  candles,  and  a  lot  of  soldiers'  sheets  and  blankets."  ^ 

And  they  were  frequently  under  orders  from  the  Continental  Congress 
to  procure  flour  and  other  necessaries  "  in  the  most  private  manner  possi- 
ble "  for  the  various  divisions  of  the  army. 

In  New  Jersey  a  self-organized  government  acted,  as  in  New  York, 
side  by  side  with  that  of  the  king  during  the  greater  part  of  1775.  Gov- 
ernor Franklin,  who  had  for  a  dozen  years  been  useful  and  honored  as  an 
executive,^  sympathized  with  the  power  which  had  given  and  could  take 
away  his  means  of  living.  In  September  he  suspended  Lord  Stirling 
from  his  Council  for  having  accepted  a  military  appointment  under  the 
Continental  Congress.  He  prorogued  the  Legislature  which  convened 
December  6,  until  January  3,  1776,  and  it  never  reassembled ;  thus  ter- 
minated the  Provincial  Legislature  of  New  Jersey.  He  wrote  to  Dart- 
mouth :  — 

"  My  situation  is  indeed  particular  and  not  a  little  difficult,  having  no  more 
than  one  among  the  principal  officers  of  government  to  whom  I  can,  even  now, 
speak  confidently  on  public  aff"airs." 

This  communication  was  intercepted  January  6,  by  Lord  Stirling,  which 
resulted  in  a  guard  being  placed  at  the  gate  of  his  residence  to  prevent  his 
escape  from  the  province ;  and  his  subsequent  arrest  and  imprisonment.* 

1  Washington's  Correspondence  in  Congressional  Library.     Washington,  D.  C. 

2  See  Vol.  I.  p.  705. 

3  Governor  Franklin  was  confined  in  Connecticut  in  charge  of  Governor  Trumbull.  In 
November,  1778,  he  was  exchanged,  and  came  to  New  York,  where  he  resided  four  years,  and 
founded  and  presided  over  a  Refugee  Club.     He  retired  to  England  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Dr.  Franklin  felt  most  keenly  the  defection  of  his  son.  It  was  a  strange 
coincidence  that  WiUiam  Temple  Franklin,!  the  only  son  of  Governor 
Franklin,  adhering  to  the  cause  of  America,  should  also  have  been  lost  to 

his  father. 

Family  histories  disclose  many  painful  characteristics  of  the  great  strug- 
gle. Fathers  and  mothers  were  doomed  to  see  their  children  at  open 
variance.  Wives  beheld  in  agony  their  husbands  armed  with  weapons 
that  were  to  be  used  against  their  own  blood.  Friends,  between  whom 
no  shadow  of  dissension  had  ever  existed,  ranged  themselves  under  differ- 
ent banners.  New  Jersey,  with  less  of  foreign  commerce  and  inland 
traffic  to  employ  her  youth  than  many  of  the  other  Colonies,  had  courted 
government  offtces  and  the  naval  and  military  service  of  England.  Ever 
since  the  time  of  tlie  original  Lords  Proprietors,  many  of  her  sons  had 
been  educated  in  Europe,  involving  associations  which  often  resulted  in 
marriages  into  foreign  families;  while  similar  unions  had  occurred  be- 
tween the  officers  of  the  royal  regiments  sent  to  America  and  the  daugh- 
ters of  New  Jersey.  Thus,  independent  of  pecuniary  considerations  and 
conscientious  adherence  to  the  oaths  of  office  and  dependence,  personal 
and  domestic  happiness  were  jeopardized  on  every  hand.  The  wonder  is, 
not  that  so  many  valuable  men  became  distinguished  as  Tories,  but  that 
their  number  should  have  been  so  far  exceeded  by  the  resolute  spirits 
pushed  to  the  front  by  the  concussion  of  ethereal  forces. 

The  impending  invasion  of  New  York  City  caused  its  inhabitants  to 
seek  asylums  in  the  country  in  every  direction,  particularly  in  New  Jer- 
sey, which  aroused  the  New  Jersey  Congress  into  the  passing  of  an  ordi- 
nance to  repress  the  influx,  "  it  being  unknown  upon  what  principles  such 
removals  were  occasioned,"  —  whether  to  escape  ministerial  oppression 
or  the  resentment  of  an  injured  community,  —  and  all  persons  coming 
from  New  York  with  the  design  of  residing  in  New  Jersey  were  re- 
quired to  produce  a  permit  from  the  committee  of  their  precinct ;  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  be  themselves  returned  immediately  from  whence  they  came. 
The  whole  power  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  was  exercised  by  this 
self-constituted  body,  which  assumed  control  over  its  funds  and  directed 
its  physical  energies. 

The  animosity  which  burst  into  a  blaze  between  those  for  and  against 
kingly  rule  was  of  the  most  serious  character.  Language  was  ransacked 
for  forms  of  speech  with  which  to  express  the  abhorrence  each  felt  for 
the  other.  The  old  saying  became  current,  "  though  we  are  commanded 
to  forgive  our  enemies,  we  are  nowhere  commanded  to  forgive  our  friends." 

1  William  Temple  Franklin  resided  in  France,  became  the  biographer  of  his  grandfather, 
and  died  at  Paris,  May  25,  1823. 
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Eveiy  week  brought  news  which  intensified  the  bitterness.  The  rumoi' 
that  general  orders  had  been  issued  by  the  British  Ministry  to  burn  all 
the. seaport  towns  of  America  (though  without  foundation)  was  believed 
by  thousands  ;  and,  as  if  in  confirmation  of  the  startling  story,  Norfolk, 
the  best  town  in  Virginia,  the  oldest  and  most  loyal  colony  of  England, 
was  burned  and  laid  waste  by  Lord  Dunmore,  the  Eoyal  governor  who  hud 
been  driven  from  that  province.  This  following  in  the  immediate  wake 
of  the  wanton  bombardment  and  burning  of  Portland,  Maine,  by  a  British 
man-of-war,  lashed  the  American  heart  into  a  fury  of  antipathy  which  it 
required  two  entire  generations  to  eradicate.  "  I  can  no  longer  join  in 
the  petitions  of  our  worthy  pastor  for  reconciliation,"  wrote  Mrs.  Adams, 
the  most  gifted  woman  of  the  period.  Franklin,  returning  from  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  had  been  sent  on  an  important  mission  to  Washington, 
appeared  before  Congress  in  a  stern  mood.  He  had  recently  written  to 
Dr.  Priestley  that  humorous  summing  of  the  grand  result  of  the  first  cam- 
paign whicli  was  a  standing  paragraj)h  in  the  newspapers  for  years  : 
"  Britain,  at  the  expense  of  three  millions,  has  killed  one  liundred  and 
fifty  Yankees  this  campaign,  which  is  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  head, 
and  at  Bunker  Hill  she  gained  a  mile  of  ground,  half  of  which  she  lost 
again  by  taking  post  on  Ploughed  Hill.  During  the  same  time  sixty 
thousand  children  ha\-e  l)een  born  in  America.  From  these  data  Dr. 
Price's  mathematical  head  will  easily  calculate  the  time  and  expense  ne- 
(•essa7y  to  kill  us  all,  and  conquer  our  whole  territory."  But  it  was  a 
long  time  before  Franklin  could  pen  any  more  jokes  upon  the  war.  He 
was  fully  prepared  now  to  go  to  all  lengths  in  opposition  to  England. 

The  New  York  Congress  appealed  to  the  Continental  Congress  for  a 
military  force  to  disarm  every  man  on  Long  Island  who  voted  adversely 
to  their  existence  as  a  body,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Liv- 
ingston, John  Jay,  and  Samuel  Adams  reported  promptly  and  favorably. 
Full  authority  was  invested  in  the  New  York  Congress  to  direct  and  con- 
trol the  troops  employed  in  this  delicate  service,  wliich  was  assigned  to 
Jerseymen  under  Colonel  (afterwards  General)  Nathaniel  Heard,  assisted 
by  Lord  Stirling's  battalion,  and  which  was  accomplished  before  the  end 
of  January. 

Meanwhile  a  little  pamphlet  of  thirty  pages,  penned  by  a  literary  ad- 
venturer unknown  to  fame,  who  had  been  but  a  year  in  this  coun- 

"^  Jan.  2. 

try,  and  entitled  "  Common  Sense  "  by  Dr.  Push  of  Philadelphia, 
electrified  the  whole  continent.     Thomas  Paine  had  the  genius  to  con- 
dense into  vivid  expression  the  political  doctrines  of  George  Fox,  William 
Penn,  Turgot,  Adam  Smith,  Franklin,  and   Jefferson,  and  the  press  of 
Pennsylvania   placed  it  before  the  people.     It  was  a  startling  success. 
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It  fell  into  everybody's  bands.  Edition  after  edition  was  sold.  It  is  not 
dull  reading  even  now.     Of  tbe  grave  point  at  issue  it  said  :  — 

"  The  sun  nevi-r  .shone  on  u  cause  of  greater  worth.  'T  is  not  the  affair  of  a 
city,  a  country,  a  province,  or  a  kingdom,  but  of  a  continent,  of  at  least  one  eighth 
part  of  the  habitable  globe.  'T  is  not  the  concern  of  a  day,  a  year,  an  age ; 
posterity  are  virtually  involved  in  it  even  to  the  end  of  time." 

Its  reasoning  was  that  Europe  and  not  England  was  the  parent  country 
of  America.  This  idea  struck  deep  into  the  heart  of  New  York,  where 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  of  English  descent.  Its  claim 
was  that  this  continent  could  not  reap  a  single  advantage  by  connection 
with  Great  Britain  ;  that  its  business  could  not  be  managed  with  any 
degree  of  convenience  by  a  power  so  distant,  and  so  very  ignorant  of  its 
geography  and  resources. 

"  There  is  something  absurd  in  supposing  a  continent  to  be  perpetually  gov- 
erned by  an  island  ;  in  no  instance  hath  nature  made  the  satellite  larger  than 
the  primary  planet." 

During  the  same  memorable  month  of  January  General  Schuyler  per- 
formed a  service  for  the  country,  without  bloodshed,  which  was  of  the 
first  importance  in  its  bearing  upon  coming  events.  New  York, 
the  central  and  all-important  link  in  the  confederacy,  contained 
an  element  of  savage  power  which  occasioned  the  utmost  solicitude. 
Arms  and  ammunition  were  said  to  be  concealed  in  Tryon  County,  and 
it  was  well  understood  that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  fortified  Johnson  Hall, 
and  gathered  about  him  his  Scotch  Highland  tenants  and  Indian  allies, 
intending  to  carry  fire  and  sword  along  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk.  While 
Schuyler  was  deploring  the  condition  of  the  army  in  Canada,  and  entreat- 
ing for  three  thousand  men  to  reinforce  Arnold  at  Quebec,  the  Continental 
Congress,  acting  from  the  advice  of  the  New  York  Congress,  ordered  him 
to  take  measures  for  disarming  these  hostile  force's  in  the  interior  of  New 
York.  He  forthwith  hastened  from  Albany  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
soldiers,  defying  the  wintry  storms  and  deep  drifts  of  snow,  and  joined  by 
Colonel  Herkimer  with  the  militia  of  Tryon  County,  marched  over  the 
frozen  bosom  of  the  Mohawk  Eiver  and  suddenly  appeared  before  Sir 
John's  stronghold  on  the  19th  of  January.  Eesistance  was  hopeless,  and 
Sir  John  capitulated,  surrendering  all  weapons  of  war  and  military 
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stores  in  his  possession,  and  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  America.  On  these  conditions  he  was  granted  a  permit  to  go  as  far 
westward  in  Tryon  County  as  the  German  Flats  and  Kingsland  districts, 
and  to  every  part,  of  the  colony  southward  and  eastward  of  these  districts  ; 
provided  he  did  not  go  into  any  seaport  town.     On  the  following  day,  all 
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things  being  adjusted,  Schuyler  with  his  troops  in  line,  and  his  officers  and 
men  instructed  to  preserve  respectful  silence,  conducted  the  surrender  with 
gentlemanly  regard  to  the  feelings  of  Sir  John  and  his  Scottish  adherents  ; 
Sir  John  himself  was  allowed  to  retain  a  few  favorite  family  side-arms, 
making  a  list  of  them.  The  whole  party  marched  to  the  front,  grounded 
their  arms,  and  were  dismissed  with  timely  advice  as  to  their  conduct  to- 
wards America.  For  his  discreet  management  of  the  whole  affair,  Schuyler 
was  warmly  applauded  by  Congress,  and  congratulated  by  Washington. 

It  is  impossible  to  regard  the  wise  and  eff'ective  movements  of  New 
York  at  this  critical  juncture  but  with  admiration.  The  adverse  influ- 
ences within  her  own  territory  were  being  overcome  gradually,  but  with 
a  high  hand.  Governor  Tryon,  castled  on  a  British  ship  in  the  harbor, 
was  keeping  up  a  suspicious  intercourse  with  the  citizens,  and  the  com- 
mercial classes  had  little  faith  in  the  success  of  what  was  termed  the 
"  rebellion."  Everybody  suspected  everybody ;  even  the  strongest  assur- 
ances of  attachment  to  either  side  in  the  controversy  were  often  doubted. 
The  scholarly  training  of  the  men  who*  were  conspicuous  in  the  New 
York  Congress  is  apparent  through  their  intolerance  of  injustice  in  any 
form.  They  were  hopeful  amid  the  network  of  difficulties  which  sur- 
rounded them,  and  displayed  a  breadth  of  vision  which  the  rash  and 
narrow-minded  had  not  the  ability  to  perceive.  They  empowered  county 
committees  in  every  part  of  the  province  to  apprehend  all  persons  noto- 
riously disaffected,  and  by  judicious  examinations  ascertain  if  they  were 
guilty  of  any  hostile  act  or  machination.  Imprisonment  or  banishment 
was  the  penalty.  Committees  thus  appointed  could  call  upon  the  militia 
at  any  moment  to  aid  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions. 

Isaac  Sears,  for  his  meddling  propensities  and  unjustifiable  and  riotous 
conduct,  had  been  completely  dropped  out  of  the  New  York  councils,  and 
soured  with  chagrin  proceeded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  where  he  in- 
dustriously labored  to  convince  the  generals  of  the  army  that  New  York 
was  a  "  nest  of  tories,"  and  in  imminent  danger  from  them.  He  so  mis- 
represented the  chief  men  in  the  popular  movement  that  many  of  the  New- 
Englanders  regarded  New  York  as  but  a  step  removed  from  monarchical 
alliance.  He  obtained  the  ear  of  General  Charles  Lee,  a  highly  cultivated 
production  of  European  warfare,  who,  having  lost  the  favor  of  the  British 
ministry  and  all  chance  of  promotion,  been  distinguished  in  the  battles 
of  Poland,  and  led  a  restless  life  generally,  had  taken  up  his  abode  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  espoused  the  American  cause.  Prior  to  his  appointment  by  Con- 
gress as  major-general  he  had  been  intimate  with  Horatio  Gates,  and  a  fre- 
quent visitor  at  Mount  Vernon  ;  he  was  whimsical,  careless  and  slovenly  in 
person  and  dress,  —  for  although  he  had  associated  with  kings  and  princes 
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he  had  al.so  cainpaigiied  with  the  Mohawks  and  Cossacks, —  and  was  always 
attended  by  a  legion  of  dogs  that  shared  his  affections  with  his  horses, 
and  took  their  seats  by  him  at  table.  "  I  must  have  some  object  to  em- 
brace," he  said,  misanthropically.  "  When  I  can  be  convinced  that  men 
are  as  worthy  as  dogs,  I  shall  transfer  my  benevolence,  and  become  as 
stanch  a  philautliropist  as  the  cantling  Addison  affected  to  be."  ^  He 
was  a  general  fault-tinder  with  those  in  authority,  and  catching  the  notion 
from  Sears,  applied  at  once  to  Washington  for  an  order  to  proceed  to  New 
York  "  and  expel  the  Tories." 

Washington  had  not  yet  been  apprised  of  the  vigorous  measures  adopted 
by  New  York,  and  yielded  to  what  seemed  a  necessity.  He  charged  Lee 
to  communicate  with  and  act  in  concert  with  the  New  York  Congress, 
and  himself  wrote  asking  their  co-operation.  A  military  force  would 
have  been  gladly  welc(jmed  had  it  been  in  connuand  of  an  officer  who 
respected  civil  authority  ;  but  when  the  tidings  reached  the  metropolis 
that  Lee,  with  Sears  as  his  adjutant-general,  was  advancing  at  the  head 
of  fifteen  hundred  Connecticut  men,  without  so  much  as  intimating  his 
design,  the  New  York  authorities  were  filled  with  just  indignation. 
Wasliington  scrupulously  respected  the  civil  government  of  each  Colony 
as  well  as  of  congresses.  Lee  scoffed  at  it  all.  The  Committee  of  Safety 
sent  a  messenger  to  Stamford  to  ask  Lee  that  the  troops  of  Con- 
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Decticut  might  not  pass  the  border  until  the  purpose  of  their 
coming  should  be  explained,  arguing  that  it  was  impolitic  to  provoke 
hostilities  from  tlie  ships  of  war  until  the  city  was  in  a  better  condition 
of  defense. 

Lee  wrote  to  Washington  making  a  jest  of  the  letters  received,  calling 
Jan  23  ^^^^^^^  "  ^^'"^^^%  hysterical  "  ;  and  he  was  careful  not  to  soothe  New 
York  in  his  reply.  The  Committee  immediately  wrote  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  who  dispatched  a  special  committee  at  once  to 
harmonize  matters.  Lee  entered  New  York,  February  4,  on  a  litter,  hav- 
ing been  attacked  with  the  gout  while  travelling  over  the  rough  winter 
Feb  14  ^'^^^^  "*  Connecticut,  and  was  irritable,  arrogant,  and  unreason- 
able. He  conveyed  the  impression  that  his  office  was  to  conquer 
New  York  rather  than  offer  the  city  protection  from  a  foreign  foe  It 
was  a  cold  stormy  Sunday,  and  by  a  singular  coincidence,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  squadron,  which  had  recently  sailed  mysteriously  from  Boston, 
appeared  in  the  harbor  about  the  same  hour. 

Two  hostile  forces  thus  facing  each  other  over  her  bulwarks  threw  the 
city  into  convulsions ;  it  was  supposed  the  crisis  had  come,  and  that  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis  would  shortly  be  deluged  with  blood.     Citizens 

1  Letters  of  Lee  to  Adams. 
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fled  in  wild  dismay.  Every  wagon  and  cart  that  could  be  found  was 
employed  in  transporting  valuable  effects  into  the  country ;  boats  were 
swiftly  laden,  and  men,  women,  and  children  ran  through  the  streets  with 
white,  scared  faces.  Whole  families  made  their  escape  as  best  they  could, 
taking  little  or  much  with  them  as  the  circumstances  allowed.  The 
weather  was  so  severe  that  travel  in  every  direction  was  attended  with 
peculiar  peril  and  distress.  The  rich  knew  not  where  to  go,  and  the  poor, 
thrown  upon  the  charity  of  interior  towns,  suffered  from  a  complica- 
tion of  ills.  The  floating  cakes  of  ice  in  the  rivers  compelled  the  Asia 
and  other  war  vessels  to  hug  the  wharves,  which  added  greatly  to  the  ter- 
ror and  confusion.^  Never  had  New  York  seen  a  time  of  such  .agonized 
alarm,  such  a  breaking  up  of  homes,  or  such  a  series  of  business  misfor- 
tunes. Hundreds  of  men  were  suddenly  deprived  of  the  means  of  sup- 
porting their  families.  Garish  Harsin  wrote  to  Mr.  William  Eadclift,^ 
concerning  a  rumor  that  fifteen  sail  were  in  the  lower  bay ;  and  said  that 
for  four  days,  although  nothing  material  happened,  the  people  scattered  as 
fast  as  possible.  He  also  said  new  life  was  given  to  the  moving,  "  as 
if  it  was  the  Last  Day,"  on  the  7th  and  8th  by  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Stirling  with  one  thousand  men  from  New  Jersey,  and  the  anchoring  of 
another  British  ship  in  full  view  of  the  city. 

General  Lee  aspired  to  supreme  military  power,  and  was  charmed  with 
the  opportunity  of  exercising  a  separate  command  from  his  chief;  he 
grew  amiable  as  the  danger  increased,  and  patronizingly  conferred  with 
the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety  in  regard  to  defensive  measures.  He 
went  out  with  Lord  Stirling  to  "  view  the  landscape  o'er,"  and  determine 
upon  points  where  fortifications  would  be  desirable,  after  which  he  wrote 
to  Washington  :  "  What  to  do  with  the  city,  I  own,  puzzles  me.  It  is  so 
encircled  with  deep  navigable  waters,  that  whoever  commands  the  sea 
must  command  the  town."  He  told  the  New  York  Committee  that  "  it 
was  impossible  to  make  the  place  absolutely  secure,"  using,  perhaps 
unconsciously,  the  precise  language  addressed  him  when  remonstrated  with 
so  earnestly  against  the  introduction  of  New  England  soldiers  into  New 
York. 

It  was  no  time  now  to  waste  words.  The  Committee,  in  their  anxiety 
to  delay  the  bombardment  of  the  metropolis  until  their  ships,  sent  privately 
for  powder,  unmolested  by  the  men-of-war,  should  have  returned,  and 
suitable  preparations  made  for  decisive  action,  used  every  argument  and 
took  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  provocation  of  hostilities  prema- 
turely ;  the  situation  required  prudent  management.     No  representative 

1  Tryon  to  Dartmouth,  February  8,  1776. 

2  N'cw  York  in  the  Revolutimi,  86. 
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body  of  men  on  the  continent  were  more  thoroughly  true  to  the  country 
than  the  New  York  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety,  a  statement 
no  one  will  question  after  reading  the  simple  and  clear  record  of  their 
daily  proceedings.  Their  policy,  so  much  criticised  by  their  neighbors, 
was  dictated  by  a  shrewd  regard  for  the  public  cause  as  well  as  their  un- 
doubted duty  to  care  for  a  defenseless  city  ;  and  it  proved  the  wisest  in 
the  end.  They  bore  the  despicable  abuse  of  Isaac  Sears,  who  executed 
Lee's  orders  with  vicious  ferocity ;  the  revilings  of  Waterbury,  who  de- 
clared that  "  things  would  never  go  well  unless  the  city  of  New  York 
was  crushed  down  by  the  Connecticut  people  "  ;  and  the  inconvenience  of 
harboring  so  many  troops  from  other  States,  who  seemed  impressed  with 
the  notion  that  they  had  come  to  chastise  a  stift-necked  city  rather  than 
to  aid  in  repelling  an  invasion ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  calling 
out  the  citizens  to  assist  in  fortifying  the  island,  who  responded  with 
wonderful  alacrity,  —  the  whole  people,  men  and  boys  of  all  ages,  working 
with  cheerful  and  untiring  zeal.^ 

Meanwhile  Clinton  sent  for  the  Mayor,  and  expressed  much  surprise 
and  concern  at  the  distress  caused  by  his  arrival ;  which  was  merely,  he 
said,  a  short  visit  to  his  friend  Tryon.  He  professed  a  juvenile  love 
for  the  place,  said  no  more  troops  were  coming,  and  that  he  should 
go  away  as  soon  as  possible.^  "  If  this  is  but  a  visit  to  his  friend 
Tryon,"  writes  Lee,  "  it  is  the  most  whimsical  piece  of  civility  I  ever 
heard  of."  It  was  a  sore  trial  for  Lee  to  be  obliged  to  consult  committees 
at  every  step,  and  he  took  not  a  few  on  his  own  responsibility ;  one  of 
these  was  to  terminate  the  supplying  of  British  ships  in  the  harbor  with 
eatables.  He  wrote  to  Washington,  February  17:"  Governor  Tryon  and  the 
Asia  continue  between  Nutten  and  Bedlow's  Islands.  It  has  pleased  his 
Excellency,  in  violation  of  his  compact,  to  seize  several  vessels  from  Jersey 
laden  with  flour.  It  has  in  return  pleased  my  Excellency  to  stop  all  provis- 
ions from  the  city,  and  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  him,  —  a  measure  which 
has  thrown  the  Mayor,  Council,  and  Tories  into  agonies."  Lee's  course 
confirmed  the  notions  of  Congress  in  regard  to  his  superior  military  ability, 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  schemes  for  New  York  they  appointed  him  to 
the  command  of  the  newly  created  Department  of  the  South.  He  left  the 
city,  March  7,  in  the  same  critically  caustic  humor  as  when  he  came,  the 
March  7  Committee,  and  even  Washington  himself,  falling  under  the  lash  of 
his  disrespect.  Reaching  Virginia,  he  wrote  to  Washington  that 
the  members  of  the  Congress  of  New  York  were  "  angels  of  decision  when 

1  Bancroft's  Hist.  U.  S. 

-  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  on  his  way  to  join  Admiral  Parker  in  his  movements  on  South 
Carolina. 
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compared  with  the  Committee  of  Safety  assembled  at  Williamsburg."  He 
wrote  furthermore  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  affairs,  which  illustrates 
forcibly  the  difticulties  encountered  in  every  part  of  America  during  this 
period  of  suspense  :  "  I  am  like  a  dog  in  a  dancing-school ;  I  know  not 
where  to  turn  myself,  where  to  fix  myself.  The  circumstances  of  the 
country  intersected  with  navigable  rivers,  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's 
designs  and  motions,  who  can  fly  in  an  instant  to  any  spot  they  choose 
with  their  canvas  wings,  throw  me,  or  would  throw  Julius  Caisar,  into  this 
inevitable  dilemma ;  I  may  possibly  be  in  the  North,  when,  as  Eichard 
says,  I  should  serve  my  sovereign  in  the  West.  1  can  only  act  from  sur- 
mise, and  have  a  very  good  chance  of  surmising  wrong." 

Lee's  predictions  that  New  York  would  go  "  into  hysterics  "  at  his  de- 
parture were  not  realized.  Lord  Stirling  remained  in  temporary  com- 
mand, and  pushed  the  defenses  of  the  city  already  projected  as  rapidly  as 
resources  permitted.  He  was  an  energetic  and  conspicuous  officer,  and 
with  family  interests  and  connections  on  every  side,  was  stimulated  to  the 
utmost  effort.  A  letter  written  on  the  12th  furnishes  a  faint  glimmer  of 
light  as  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  way  of  preparation  aside  from  earth- 
works and  the  sinking  of  batteries  into  cellars  :  — 

"  At  New  York  we  have  a  founder  who  has  already  cast  14  or  15  excellent 
brass  field  pieces.  We  have  a  foundry  for  iron  ordnance,  from  24-pounders  to 
swivels.  As  to  iron  shot,  we  have  plenty,  and,  on  a  pinch,  could  supply  the 
whole  world ;  and  as  for  small  arms,  we  are  not  at  the  least  loss,  except  for  the 
locks,  in  which  branch  there  will  soon  be  a  great  number  of  hands  employed. 
The  means  made  use  of  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  has  met  with 
the  desired  success ;  so  that  the  women  make  it  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
From  the  various  accounts,  we  shall  by  midsummer  have  30  or  40  tons,  or  more, 
of  our  own  manufacture.  In  one  manufactory  they  make  50  cwt.  per  week. 
At  Newbury  in  New  England  they  make  at  least  100  lbs.  per  day.  In  short,  it 
is  now  as  easy  to  make  saltpetre  as  it  is  to  make  soft  soap.  As  to  brimstone  and 
lead,  the  bowels  of  our  country  produce  more  than  sufficient  for  a  war  of  1000 
years.  In  a  short  time  we  shall  have  at  least  thirty  ships  of  war,  from  thirty- 
eight  guns  downwards,  besides  (if  the  ministry  carry  on  their  piratical  war)  a 
great  number  of  privateers.     When  you  return  you  will  be  surprised  to  see  what 

the  mother  of  invention  has  done  for  us I  wish  I  could  convey  to  you  a 

small  idea  of  the  ardor  which  inflames  our  young  men,  who  turn  out  with  more 
alacrity  on  the  least  alarm  than  they  would  to  a  ball." 

On  the  14th  Washington  wrote  to  Stirling  that  the  enemy  appeared  to 
be  on  the  eve  of  evacuating  Boston,  and  he  presumed  their  destination 
was  New  York.  Stirling  immediately  sent  urgent  appeals  for  troops  in 
every  direction.     Colonel  Samuel  Drake  was  already  here  with  minute- 
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man  IVoiii  Westchester  County,  and  Colonel  Swartwout  and  Colonel  Van 
Ness  each  with  a  command  from  Duchess  County.  He  ordered  over  the 
Thirtl  New  -Jersey  liegiment,  and  wrote  to  six  of  the  nearest  counties  of 
that  State  for  tlu'ee  hundred  men  each  ;  while  Congress  sent  forward  five 
or  six  Pennsylvania  regiments.  The  Connecticut  men  were  impatient  to 
return  home  to  attend  to  their  spring  iarming,  but  many  of  them  were 
induced  to  remain  t^vo  weeks  beyond  their  term  of  enlistment  under  Wa- 
terbury  and  Ward,  until  Governor  Trumbull  could  supply  their  places 
with  troops  commanded  by  Silliman  and  Talcott.  In  case  of  an  alarm, 
they  were  to  parade  immediately  at  the  Battery,  on  the  Common,  and  in 
front  of  Trinity  Church.  On  Long  Island  a  guard  was  posted  at  the  Nar- 
rows and  another  at  Eockaway,  to  report-  the  approach  of  ships,  and  the 
Sandy  Hook  Light  was  dismantled.  In  the  city  cannon  were  mounted 
in  the  batteries  as  fast  as  completed  ;  and  all  the  male  inhabitants,  black 
and  white,  ^vorked  by  order  of  the  Committee  on  the  fortifications,  the 
blacks  every  day,  the  whites  every  other  day.^  F.  Ehinelander  wrote  to  a 
friend  :  "  To  see  the  vast  number  of  houses  shut  up,  one  Nvould  think  the 
city  almost  evacuated.  Women  and  children  are  scarcely  to  be  seen  in 
the  stieets.  Troops  are  daily  coming  in ;  they  break  open  and  quarter 
themselves  in  any  houses  they  tind  shut  up.     Necessity  knows  no  law." 

With  the  first  April  sunshine  came  General  Israel  Putnam,  the  redoubt- 
able hero  of  Indian  and  French  adventure  in  the  old  Colonial  wars,  having 
been  sent  forward  bv  Washington  to  command  New  York  until 

April  4.  "  *^ 

his  own  arrival.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  the  Kennedy  mansion, 
No.  1  Broadway,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the  family,  now  in  New 
Jersey.^  Some  of  his  officers  quartered  themselves  temporarily  in  the 
Watts  mansion  adjoining,  the  former  city  residence  of  the  notable  coun- 
selor.^ An  authentic  incident  is  related  of  the  manner  in  which  Hon.  John 
Watts,  Sen.,  left  the  country.     Some  of  his  letters  had  been  intercepted 

1  Advertisements  which  illustrate  the  extent  of  slavery  in  the  New  York  of  that  period  are 
found  in  uU  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  of  which  the  following  is  a  specimen  :  "  March  12, 
177t5.  Hun  away  from  the  subscriber,  a  yellow  wench,  named  Sim  ;  about  five  feet  ten  inches 
high,  had  on  when  she  went  away  a  narrow-striped  homespun  short  gown,  a  wide-striped 
homespun  petticoat,  speaks  good  Engli.sh,  walks  very  much  parrot-toed,  has  Indian  hair,  a 
middling  likely  wench.  Whoever  brings  her  to  John  Rutter,  in  Cherry  Street,  shall  receive 
a  handsome  reward."  —  ConstitutionaJ  Gazette. 

2  See  Vol.  I.  655.  Captain  Kennedy  was  superseded  in  the  Royal  Navy  in  1766,  for  refus- 
ing to  receive  the  stamp  papers  on  board  his  vessel.  He  was  placed  under  arrest  at  Mor- 
ristown,  New  Jersey,  in  1776,  by  the  Colonial  authorities,  —at  which  time  he  was  on  half 
pay  from  the  English  government,  —  but  was  afterwards  released  on  parole  ;  the  next  year  he 
was  suspected  of  giving  aid  to  the  enemy  through  his  wife.  His  situation  on  the  fence  be- 
tween the  two  powers  was  jirecarious  in  the  extreme. 

3  See  Vol.  I.  501,  654.  7:;2. 
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on  their  way  to  England,  and  read  at  a  New  York  coffee-house,  before  a 
crowd  of  excited  people,  who  became  infuriated  on  the  instant  and  surged 
about  his  dwelling,  threatening  violence  and  destruction.  Judge  liobert 
R.  Livingston  (the  father  of  the  Chancellor),  who  lived  just  above,  on 
Broadway,  was  returning  from  court,  dressed  in  his  scarlet  robes,  and  see- 
ing the  danger  to  his  friend,  —  for  however  opposed  politically,  the  two 
great  leaders  of  opposing  principles  were  at  heart  warmly  attached  to  each 
other,  —  he  mounted  the  steps  of  the  Watts  mansion  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
and  waved  his  hand  to  the  angry  multitude,  commanding  silence  ;  he  was 
gifted  in  oratory,  and  held  the  crowd  spell-bound  with  his  eloquence, 
taking  the  opportunity  unseen  to  whisper  directions  for  hiding  Watts  in  a 
back  building ;  and  continued  to.  speak  until  the  rescue  was  complete, 
when  he  was  escorted  by  the  rioters  to  his  own  door  with  many  cheers. 
That  night  Counselor  Watts  retired  on  board  a  man-of-war  and  shortly 
sailed  for  Europe.  Before  his  departure,  however,  he  clasped  Judge  Li\-- 
ingston  in  his  arms,  exclaiming,  with  passionate  warmth,  "  God  Almighty 
bless  you,  Robert ;  I  do  not  believe  you  have  an  enemy  in  the  world." 
Mrs.  Watts  accompanied  her  husband,  but  died  two  months  after  her 
arrival  in  Europe  ;  and  the  death  of  Watts  himself  was  announced  from 
Wales  within  a  brief  period.  Judge  Livingston's  own  death  was  recorded 
shortly  after  the  scene  above  described. 

Rigorous  military  rule  was  established  over  the  city ;  soldiers  and  in- 
habitants were  all  subjected  to  strict  discipline.  Nobody  was  permitted  to 
pass  a  sentry  without  the  countersign,  furnished  on  application  to  a  brigade- 
major  ;  and  any  person  caught  in  the  act  of  holding  communication  with 
the  ships  in  the  bay  was  treated  as  an  enemy.  The  work  of  intrench- 
ing went  on  with  spirit.  The  batteries  planned  for  both  sides  of  the 
East  River  were  intended  to  secure  safe  transit  between  Long  Island  and 
New  York  ;  there  was  one  sunk  in  a  cellar  on  Coenties  Slip,  near  foot  of 
Wall  Street ;  Waterbury's  Battery  was  located  at  the  foot  of  Catherine 
Street,  where  the  river  was  narrowest ;  another  battery  on  the  Rutgers' 
lower  hill ;  forts  were  being  erected  on  Jones',  Bayard's,  and  Lispenard's 
hills,  north  of  the  town,  to  cover  the  approach  by  land  in  that  direction ; 
and  still  another  at  the  foot  of  East  Eighty-eighth  Street  to  blockade  the 
passage  at  Hell  Gate.  That  part  of  Fort  George  which  faced  Broadway 
was  dismantled  to  prevent  its  being  converted  into  a  citadel  ;  and  bat- 
teries were  projected  along  the  west  side  of  the  island  at  various  points, 
although  it  was  agreed  that  the  Hudson  was  so  extremely  wide  and  deei> 
that  all  attempts  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  ships  would  be  fruitless  ;  works 
of  cousideral)le  strength  were  in  progress  at  Kingsbridge.  The  map  of 
New  York  Island,  on  the  following  page,  has  been  compiled  lV(jm  autlientic 
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sources  with  direct  reference  to  the  convenience  of  the  reader  in  tracing 
the  course  of  events  and  armies  during  this  rarely  interesting  period  of 
American  history.  It  serves  also  with  its  truthful  lines  to  illustrate  the 
wonderful  growth  of  New  York  City  in  a  century. 

During  the  month  of  March,  while  George  III,  was  exulting  over  the 
acquisition  of  twenty  thousand  German  soldiers,  and  Joseph  Brant,  a 
Mohawk  sachem,  was  standing  among  the  courtiers  at  Whitehall,  promis- 
ing assistance  from  the  Six  Nations  to  chastise  those  "  bad  children,  the 
New  England  people,"  and  the  ministry  were  strengthening  their  impetu- 
ous arrogance  with  the  near  prospect  of  victory,  Washington,  through  a 
series  of  skillful  maneuvers,  in  which  he  hazarded  comparatively  nothing, 
was  actually  putting  the  British  army  to  flight  from  the  city  of  Boston. 
Never  before  was  so  important  a  result  obtained  at  so  small  a  cost  of 
human  life. 

Howe's  orders  for  the  instant  evacuation  of  Boston  fell  upon  the  inhab- 
itants who  had  rallied  round  the  standard  of  the  king  like  a  bolt  of  thun- 
der from  a  clear  sky.  They  had  never  once  dreamed  of  such  a  contin- 
gency. They  had  regarded  the  gibbet  as  the  inevitable  destination  of  the 
American  patriots.  Their  faith  was  pinned  to  the  potency  of  the  British 
arms,  and  they  laughed  at  fear  while  under  such  protection.  Now  they 
were  stricken  with  horror  and  despair.  The  best  that  England  could  do 
for  their  safety  was  to  offer  a  crowded  passage  to  the  shores  of  bleak  and 
dismal  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  must  remain  in  exile  indefinitely,  de- 
pendent on  monarchical  charity  grudgingly  doled  from  a  pinched  treasury. 
Many  of  these  loyalists,  as  in  New  York,  were  among  the  wealthiest  and 
most  upright  people  of  the  Colony,  who  acted  from  a  principle  of  honor 
in  adhering  to  the  cause  of  their  sovereign ;  others  were  time-servers, 
desperate  of  character,  or  governed  in  their  conduct  by  their  confidence 
in  the  strength  and  success  of  the  crown.  Their  anguish  in  bidding  adieu 
to  homes  and  comforts  and  estates,  as  they  ran  wildly  to  and  fro  in  the 
dead  of  night,  preparing  for  embarkation,  can  easily  be  imagined.  Eleven 
hundred  of  these  "  wretched  beings  "  (so  styled  by  Washington  in  his  dis- 
patches), with  eight  thousand  valiant  troops,  were  precipitately  hustled 
on  board  one  hundred  and  twenty  transports,  between  the  hours  of 

March  17.  , 

four  and  half  past  nine  in  the  morning.  At  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  sails 
were  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  and  the  gallant  forces  of  King  George  III. 
were  scudding  from  the  town  they  had  been  sent  to  punish,  leaving  be- 
hind them  stores  valued  at  £  30,000,  some  two  himdred  and  fifty  pieces 
of  cannon  spiked,  some  large  iron  sea-mortars,  which  they  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  burst,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses.^     Several  British 

1  Heath,  43  ;  Holmes's  Annals,  II.  242  ;  Nash's  Journal,  9,  51,  52  ;  Sparks,  164. 
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store-ships  consigned  to  Boston  steered  unsuspiciously  into  the  harbor 
and  were  seized ;  one  of  these  brought  more  than  seven  times  as  much 
powder  as  contained  in  the  whole  American  camp.  The  destination  ol' 
the  British  fleet  was  Halifax,  but  it  could  not  be  expected  to  tarry  long 
in  that  region  of  inactivity.  "  General  Howe,"  wrote  Washington,  "  has 
a  grand  maneuver  in  view  —  or  —  has  made  an  inglorious  retreat."  ^  Xew 
York  was  the  point  towards  which  all  eyes  turned,  whether  in  hope,  aj)- 
prehension,  or  despair,  its  reduction  being  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
mother  country. 

Washington  marched  triumphantly  into  Boston,  meeting  with  a  soul- 
stirring  welcome,  and  made  vigorous  preparations  for  the  transfer  of  his 
army  to  New  York ;  not  venturing  to  move,  however,  until  the  hostile 
fleet  had  actually  put  to  sea  from  Nantasket  Eoad,  where  it  loitered  ten 
days.  During  the  last  days  of  March  several  regiments  were  sent  for- 
ward to  the  metropolis ;  the  artillery  were  in  motion  on  the  29th,  journey- 
ing over  the  muddy  highways  to  New  London,  thence  to  New  York  by 
sloop.2  Washington  left  Cambridge  on  the  4th  of  April  on  horseback, 
attended  by  his  suite,  —  stopping  in  Providence,  where  he  was  enthusiasti- 
cally honored  ;  in  Norwich,  where  he  was  met  by  Governor  Trum- 

April7.  J  ■>  '  ^ 

bull  of  Connecticut ;  in  New  London,  where  he  tarried  long  enough 

to  hasten  the  embarkation  of  troops  awaiting  his  arrival ;  in  Lyme,  at 

the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  Eiver,  where  he  spent  the  night 

April  9  . 

with  John  McCurdy  ;  ^  and  in  New  Haven,  —  reaching  New  York 
on  the  13th  of  April.  He  established  headquarters  at  the  Richmond  Hill 
House,  and  was  joined  by  Mrs.  Washington  and  family. 

As  if  in  confirmation  of  David  Hartley's  prediction  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  last  day  of  February,  that  England  in  applying  to  foreign 
powers  for  aid  was  setting  an  example  to  America  which  might  prove  dis- 
astrous to  all  possibility  of  reconciliation,  a  secret  congressional  connnittee, 
of  whom  John  Jay  and  Franklin  Nvere  conspicuous  members,  dispatched 
Silas  Deaue  of  Connecticut  to  France  on  a  mission  of  the  utmost  delicacy, 
that  of  learning  how  far  assistance  might  be  expected  from  that  nation  in 
case  the  Colonies  should  form  themselves  into  an  independent  state. 
Deane  was  an  accomplished,  college-bred  man,  of  elegant  manners  and 
striking  appearance,  accustomed  to  a  showy  style   of  living,  equipage, 

^    Washington  to  Josejih  Reed,  March  28,  1776. 

2  Solomon  Nash  was  connected  with  the  artillery,  and  his  private  daily  record  of  pass- 
ing events  has  proved  of  great  service  in  fixing  dates  and  corroborating  other  authorities.  He 
joined  the  army  on  January  1,  1776,  in  Eoxbury,  and  his  circumstantial  Journal  covers  the 
entire  year,  until  his  return  to  Boston,  January  9,  1777.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  famous 
Thomas  Nash  who  figured  so  prominently  in  England  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

3  See  Vol.  1.  page  719. 
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and  appointment,  and  a  natural  diplomat.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  in  Connecticut,  and  his  residence  in  Wethersfield 
was  the  rendezvous  of  nearly  all  the  public  characters  of  the  period. 
William  Livingston  called  it  "  Hospitality  Hall "  ;  Lossiug  speaks  of  it  as 
the  "  Webb  House."  ^  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
taking  his  step-son  Samuel  B.  Webb  with  him  to  Philadelphia  as  private 
secretary.  He  was  perfectly  informed  on  American  affairs,  and,  Congress 
having  already  received  intimation  of  the  kindly  disposition  of  France,  he 
was  able  to  accomplish  the  grand  result  desired.  He  sailed  in  April,  and 
reached  Paris  in  June. 

The  affairs  of  Canada  were  agitating  the  public  mind  at  this  moment 
also.  The  army  was  dwindling  away  about  Quebec,  where  Arnold  had 
maintained  the  blockade  with  an  iron  face  since  the  fall  of  Montgomery. 
The  intense  cold,  absence  of  comforts  of  every  description,  scarcity  of 
wholesome  food,  sickness  in  camp,  and  the  expiration  of  enlistments, 
had  combined  to  demoralize  the  remnant  of  troops  remaining.  There  was 
no  uncertainty  concerning  the  reinforcements  from  England  destined  for 
the  relief  of  Quebec,  which  would  arrive  as  soon  as  the  ice  should  break 
up  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver.  Schuyler  had  appealed  again  and  again 
for  troops  to  sustain  the  besiegers  ;  but  Washington,  with  his  poverty  of 
material  for  defending  a  continent,  could  do  little  ;  he  had  sent  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  from  Roxbury,  in  March,  which  he  knew  not  how  to 
spare,  —  those  of  Captain  Eustis,  and  Captain  Ebenezer  Stevens,  afterwards 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Artillery,  who,  dragging  guns  through  the  deep 
snow  which  covered  the  surface  of  N"ew  Hampshire,  cutting  their  own 
roads  and  building  their  own  rafts  and  bridges,  progressed  slowly.  Con- 
gress, finally,  in  alarm  at  the  exposed  condition  of  Northern  New  York, 
expressed  a  strong  desire  to  have  four,  even  ten  regiments  detached  from 
the  forces  in  and  about  the  metropolis  and  sent  to  Canada  at  once. 
Washington  acquiesced  shortly  after  he  reached  New  York,  although  he 

1  Silas  Deane  married  the  widowed  mother  of  Samuel  B.  Webb  ia  1753  (and  after  her  death, 
Miss  Saltonstall).  The  "  Webb  House  "  was  where  Washington  and  Rochambeau  met  in  1781, 
and  arranged  the  campaign  against  Cornwallis  in  Virginia.  The  suites  of  the  two  commanders, 
consisting  of  forty-five  persons  eacli,  were  distributed  among  the  people  of  Wethersfield.  Only 
Washington  and  Rochambeau  slept  in  the  great  double  house,  with  its  wide  hall  in  the  center, 
and  rooms  on  each  side  with  wall  decorations  of  rich  crimson  velvet  paper.  Samuel  B. 
Webb,  afterwards  general,  was  descended  in  the  direct  line  from  Richard  Webb,  who  came  to 
Boston  from  England  in  1632,  and  in  connection  with  Hooker,  Hopkins,  and  Willys,  settled 
Hartford  in  1635.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  immediately  after  which  he  was 
appointed  aid-de-camp  to  Putnam  ;  and  in  June,  1776,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  was  made 
private  secretary  and  aid-de-camp  to  Washington,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  He 
was  the  father  of  General  .Tames  Watson  Webb,  and  the  grandfather  of  General  Alexander 
S.  Webb  of  the  New  York  City  College. 
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said,  "  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  Should  they 
send  the  whole  force  under  General  Howe  up  the  Eiver  St.  Lawrence  to 
recover  Canada,  the  troops  gone  and  now  going  will  be  insufficient  to 
stop  their  progress ;  and  should  they  send  an  equal  force  to  possess  this 
city  and  secure  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River,  the  troops  left  behind 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  oppose  them ;  and  yet,  for  anything  we  know, 
they  may  attempt  both."  Meanwhile  Congress  sent  a  commission  to 
Canada  clothed  with  extraordinary  power.  It  consisted  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
Samuel  Chase  of  Maryland,  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  and  John  Car- 
roll, brother  of  the  latter,  a  Catholic  priest  who  had  been  educated  in 
France,  and  spoke  French  like  a  native.  They  were  to  confer  with  Ar- 
nold, but  their  chief  business  was  to  enlist  Canada  into  a  union  with  the 
Colonies,  raise  troops  and  issue  military  commissions.  Equipped  for  this 
journey  of  five  hundred  miles,  they  tarried  in  New  York  City  several 
days.  "  It  is  no  more  the  gay,  polite  place  it  used  to  be  esteemed,  but 
almost  a  desert,"  wrote  the  venerable  priest.  Lord  Stirling  engaged  a 
sloop,  upon  which  they  embarked  for  Albany  April  2,  where  they  were 
warmly  welcomed  by  Schuyler,  and  entertained  in  his  handsome  home 
for  two  days.     On  the  9th  they  left  for  Saratoga,  accompanied  by 

^  the  General  and  Mrs.  Schuyler,  and  their  two  beautiful  black-eyed 
daughters,  who  were  so  full  of  life  and  vivacity  that  the  rough  ride  of 
thirty-two  miles  over  muddy  roads  speckled  with  snow-drifts  was  divested 
of  half  its  tediousness.  A  week  spent  at  Schuyler's  hospitable  and  well- 
appointed  country-seat  in  Saratoga,  and  the  aged,  philosopher  (Franklin 
was  now  a  man  of  seventy),  who  had  been  suffering  from  severe  indisposi- 
tion, was  able  to  proceed.  Two  days  and  a  half  of  wagon-transit  brought 
them  to  Lake  George.  Schuyler  had  gone  before  to  prepare  a  bateau, 
upon  which  they  embarked  April  19,  and  pushed  their  way  to  its  upper 
end  through  the  floating  masses  of  ice,  sailing  when  they  could,  rowing 
when  they  must,  and  going  ashore  for  their  meals.  Six  yoke  of  oxen 
drew  their  bateau  on  wheels  across  the  four-mile  neck  of  land  which 
separates  the  two  lakes,  and  after  a  delay  of  five  days  they  were  afloat  on 
Lake  Champlain.  They  reached  St.  Johns  in  four  days,  and- thought  they 
had  done  well.  Then  came  another  day  of  tiresome  travel  in  torturing 
calashes,  which  brought  them  to  Montreal,  where  Arnold,  who  had  been 
superseded  by  Wooster,  before  Quebec,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  received 
them  with  a  great  body  of  officers  and  gentry,  the  firing  of  cannon,  and 
other  military  honors. 

They  presently  found  that  Canada  was  lost.  Congress  had  no  credit 
there ;  even  the  most  trifling  service  could  not  be  procured  without  the 
payment  of  gold  or  silver  in  advance.     The  army  had  contracted  debts 
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which  were  manufacturing  enemies  faster  than  a  regiment  of  commis- 
sioners could  make  friends  for  America.  And,  shortly,  the  news  reached 
Montreal  that  a  British  fleet  had  landed  soldiers  at  Quebec,  who  had 
attacked  and  put  the  little  American  army  to  flight.  Apparently  noth- 
ing remained  but  to  fortify  St.  Johns,  conduct  the  routed  army  to  that 
point,  and  make  a  desperate  attempt  to  check  the  southward  progress  of 
the  British  into  New  York. 

The  indefatigable  Schuyler  assisted  the  travelers  on  their  homeward 
journey  down  the  lakes,  entertained  them  at  his  house,  and,  owing  to  the 
illness  of  Franklin,  sent  liis  own  chariot  to  convey  them  the  whole  dis- 
tanpe  to  New  York  City.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  June  when  they 
reached  Philadelphia. 

The  tidings  of  Canadian  reverses  had  preceded  them,  spreading  con- 
sternation through  the  northern  districts.  Schuyler  was  accused  in  the 
most  extraordinary  manner.  He  had  never  been  loved  by  the  New  Eng- 
land people,  having  in  all  the  boundary  disputes  been  the  champion  of 
New  York  in  opposition  to  Eastern  claims.  Now,  he  was  charged  with 
having  neglected  to  forward  supplies  and  reinforcements  ;  indeed,  as  the 
commander  of  the  Northern  department  of  the  army,  he  was  declared  re- 
sponsible for  its  failures  and  humiliations.  His  magnanimity  in  allowing 
Sir  John  Johnson  to  go  at  large  was  misconstrued  into  a  crime ;  presently 
insinuations  were  afloat  that  he  was  untrue  to  America,  and  town-meetings 
were  held  in  various  places  and  plots  concocted  for  his  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment. These  base  imputations  were  not  generally  advanced  or 
countenanced  ;  but  Washington  was  addressed  on  the  subject,  as  was  also 
Governor  Trumbull  and  others.  Washington  was  indignant,  said  it  was 
one  of  the  diabolical  schemes  of  the  Tories  to  create  distrust,  and  pro- 
claimed his  utmost  confidence  in  Schuyler's  integrity.  Schuyler  denounced 
the  scandal  as  infamous,  and  demanded  a  court  of  inquiry. 

On  the  19th  Washington  was  summoned,  by  Congress,  to  Philadelpliia, 
whither  he  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Washington,  accepting  the 

May  19 

hospitalities  of  John  Hancock  fifteen  days.  There  were  serious 
divisions  among  the  members ;  it  was  known  that  commissioners  from 
Parliament  were  on  the  water,  coming  with  proposals  of  accommodation, 
the  engagement  of  German  troops  by  England  indicated  unsparing  hos- 
tility, and  the  hazards  of  a  protracted  war  were  fully  comprehended. 
The  majority,  however,  were  for  vigorous  measures,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  swell  the  army  in  New  York  with  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
militia,  and  institute  a  flying  camp  of  ten  thousand  to  be  stationed  in 
New  Jersey.  A  war-office  was  established,  which  went  into  operation 
June  12.     Amons;  those  in   Congress   to  whom  Washington  turned  for 
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counsel  concerning  the  interior  defenses  of  New  York  at  this  alarming- 
crisis,  was  (Jeorge  Clinton,  whose  life  at  the  ancestral  homestead  in 
Orange  County  had  familiarized  him  with  the  j^hysical  and  topographical 
peculiarities  of  the  region  along  the  Hudson  above  the  city.  His  brother, 
James  Clinton,  was  stationed  with  a  considerable  force  in  the  Highlands  ; 
he  had  been  with  Montgomery  at  the  siege  of  St.  Johns  and  the  capture 
of  Montreal,  and,  even  earlier,  while  yet  a  beardless  boy,  had  taken  les- 
sons in  that  great  American  military  school,  the  French  War,  in  which 
their  father  Charles  Clinton  was  an  efficient  officer  under  the  Crown. 
Both  brothers  were  men  of  military  genius  and  sound  judgment. 

The  question  of  what  to  do  with  the  Tories  was  discussed  with  much 
warmth  duiiug  this  conference.  Many  had  l)een  apprehended,  some  dis- 
armed, and  not  a  few  incarcerated.  To  discriminate  justly  between  those 
who  were  criminal  as  covert  enemies,  and  such  as  indulged  in  a  peaceable 
difference  of  opinion,  was  by  no  means  easy.  Rancorous  partisans  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  patriotic  vigor  in  the  New  York  Congress,  because 
of  the  methods  used  to  avoid  confounding  the  innocent  with  the  guilty 
and  i)revent  unmerited  abuse.  A  proposal  which  found  favor,  however, 
emanated  from  this  body,  that  secret  committees,  chosen  by  the  civil  au- 
tliority  of  each  Colony,  should  act  in  connection  with  the  military  leaders 
in  subduing  an  element  so  threatening  to  the  chances  of  success.  John 
Jay,  Philip  Livingston,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Lewis  Gra- 
liain,  and  Leonard  Gansevoort  composed  the  earliest  "  Committee  on  Con- 
sjjirae}- "  in  New  York  under  these  resolves.  They  were  all  members  of 
the  Third  New  York  Congress,  which,  elected  in  April,  assemljled  al)0ut 
the  middle  of  May,  and  continued  in  session  until  June  20. 

The  public  fever  was  at  its  highest  ebb  during  these  dark  days  of  ex- 
pectant calamity.  Mischief  was  brewing  on  every  hand.  Schuyler  dis- 
covered that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  broken  his  parole,  and  was  preparing  to 
co-operate  with  the  British  army  at  the  head  of  savage  bands  of  warriors. 
Colonel  Elias  Dayton  was  sent  with  a  strong  force  to  arrest  him,  but  he 
escaped  and  took  refuge  among  the  Indians  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes, 
accompanied  by  a  crowd  of  armed  tenants.  Dayton  took  temporary 
possession  of  Johnson  Hall,  seized  Sir  John's  papers  and  read  them  aloud 
in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  the  beautiful  and  accomplished  daughter  of 
the  counselor,  John  ^Vatts,  and  finally  conveyed  her  ladyship  as  a  hostage 
to  Albany.  The  rumor  followed  quickly  that  Sir  John  was  actually 
coming  down  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  prepared  to  lay  everything  waste, 
and  Schuyler  hurriedly  collected  such  material  as  he  could  command,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Albany,  to  oppose  the  anticipated  attack. 

Meanwhile  New  York  City  was  alive  with  conspiracies,  imaginary  and 
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real.  The  secret  committee  made  out  a  list  of  suspected  persons  and 
served  upon  each  a  printed  summons  to  appear  and  give  security  on  oath 
that  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  measures  hostile  to  the 
union  of  the  Colonies.  Heading  this  formidable  list  were  the  counselors 
Oliver  de  Lancey,  Hugh  Wallace,  and  Charles  Ward  Apthorpe,  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  governor  on  board  the  Ducltess  of  Gordon,  in 
the  harbor,  and  were  said  to  be  privately  offering  bribes  to  induce  men  to 
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enlist  in  the  service  of  the  king.  Apthorpe  was  a  scholarly  man  of  fifty, 
of  quiet  habits,  cultivated  tastes,  and  social  prominence,  with  no  special 
inclination  to  fight  either  for  a  crowned  head  across  the  water  or  a  crown 
of  heads  upon  this  side.  He  built  the  stately  old  mansion  of  the  sketch, 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  domestic  architecture  of  that  period  in 
America,  shortly  before  the  Kevolution.  It  stands  on  the  corner  of  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Ninety-First  Street,  and  is  known  at  the  present  time  as  Elm 
Park.  Its  recessed  portico,  Corinthian  columns,  corresponding  pilasters, 
and  high-arched  doorway  at  the  middle  of  the  house  opening  into  a  hall 
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wide  enough  for  a  cotillion  party,  give  it  an  aristocratic  air  even  now,  with 
its  weight  of  years  and  interesting  associations.  Apthorpe  was  able  to 
satisfy  the  committee  in  regard  to  his  peaceable  intentions.  His  property 
in  New  York  was  untouched  at  the  close  of  the  war  (although  he  had 
large  estates  in  Maine  and  ]\Iassachusetts  which  were  confiscated),  and  he 
resided  in  his  elegant  Bloomingdale  mansion,  exercising  the  generous 
hospitality  of  a  courtly  gentleman  of  wealth,  until  his  death  in  1797. 
In  the  winter  of  1789,  the  beauty,  wealth,  and  fashion  of  New  York 
City  gathered  under  this  roof  to  witness  the  marriage  ceremony  of  his 
"  lovely  and  accomplished  "  daughter  Maria,  to  the  distinguished  Hugh 
Williamson,  Member  of  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  a  bachelor  of  fifty 
years.  1 

The  President  of  the  Third  New  York  Congress  was  Nathaniel  Wood- 
hull,  who  had  served  in  the  French  War,  commanding  a  New  York  regi- 
ment under  General  Amherst  in  the  final  reduction  of  Canada  in  1760. 
His  wife  was  Ruth,  daughter  of  Nicoll  Floyd,  and  sister  of  William  Floyd, 
one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Continental  Congress.^  He  was  fifty- 
four  years  of  age,  brave,  generous,  upright,  and  a  chivalrous  defender  of 
colonial  rights.  He  was  appointed  a  brigadier-general,  for  which  his  mili- 
tary training  and  experience  had  admirably  fitted  him,  and  with  the  first 
intimation  of  the  landing  of  the  British  on  Long  Island,  he  placed  himself 
at  the  head  of  his  command.^  In  his  necessary  absences  during  the  ses- 
sion John  Haring  presided  over  this  Congress,  a  tall,  fine-looking,  dark- 
pomplexioned  man  of  thirty-seven,  of  unblemished  character,  excellent 
parts,  and  a  fluent  talker.  His  residence  was  in  Tappan  on  the  Hudson,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  he  was  popular  and  influential,  and  constantly  con- 
triving measures  to  circumvent  the  Tories.  In  addition  to  his  legislative 
duties  he  was  actively  employed  in  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  salt- 
petre, and  in  collecting  lead.  In  consultation  with  Henry  Wisner*  months 
prior  to   this  date,  the  subject  of  the  practical  alleviation  of  the  most 

^  Kao  York  Daily  Gazette,  Mon<lay,  Jan.  5,  1789. 

"  See  p.  20,  note  (Vol.  II.). 

^  The  next  day  after  the  battle  of  Long  Island  he  was  surprised  by  a  party  of  Light  Horse 
under  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Jr.,  near  Jamaica,  and  seriously  injured  after  the  surrender  of  his 
sword,  the  wounds  causing  his  death,  September  20,  1776. 

*  Henry  "Wisner  was  born  in  1720  ;  his  father  was  Hendrick  Wisner,  and  his  mother  a  New 
England  woman.  His  grandfather,  Johannes  Wisner,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  fought  under 
Louis  XIV.  in  the  allied  army  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ; 
he  emigrated  to  New  York  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Henry  Wisner's  resi- 
dence was  about  a  mile  south  of  the  village  of  Goshen  ;  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  owned 
considerable  land  thereabouts,  and  a  few  slaves.  His  wife  w^as  Sarah  Norton.  His  public 
services  began  in  the  New  York  Assembly  in  1759,  which  position  he  held  for  ten  years.— 
Memorial  of  Henry  Wimcr,  by  Franklin  Burdge. 


ALEXANDER   HAMILTON.  77 

distressing  need  of  the  Colonies,  war  materials,  assumed  tangible  form. 
Wisner  erected  three  powder-mills,  one  in  Ulster  County,  placed  in  charge 
of  his  son  Hemy,  and  two  in  Orange  County,  and  despite  innumerable 
obstacles,  and  the  risks  of  being  blown  int(j  the  air  through  early  crude 
processes  of  manufacture,  as  well  as  the  threatened  torch  of  the  Tories, 
he  succeeded  in  providing  the  essential,  gunpowder,  in  quantities  largely 
exceeding  the  whole  product  of  American  enterprise  in  this  line  of  all 
the  other  Colonies  combined.  He  was  warmly  encouraged  in  the  work 
by  the  New  York  Congress,  and  through  his  energetic  proceedings  in  the 
making  of,  not  only  powder,  but  spears,  gunflints,  and  better  roads  for 
the  transportation  of  necessaries  to  the  American  army,  he  was  roundly 
abused  and  called  an  "  Old  Tyrant "  by  the  Tory  newspapers.  Wisner 
was  in  attendance  at  the  Continental  Congress  and  voted  with  that  body 
for  American  Independence. 

In  March  a  boyish-looking  youngster  of  twenty,  of  small  stature  and 
self-confident  bearing,  had  obtained  through  ]\IcDougall  an  appointment 
from  the  New  York  Congress  as  captain  of  a  company  of  artillery.  He 
had  recently,  in  Columbia  College,  formed  an  amateur  corps  among  his 
fellow-students  for  the  culture  of  pyrotechnics  and  gunnery  ;  and  had  for 
months  been  engaged  in  military  gymnastics,  and  the  study  of  ancient 
works  relating  to  politics  and  war.  One  bright  June  morning,  while  drill- 
ing his  men  in  a  field  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  (now  City  Hall  Park), 
he  attracted  the  notice  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  who,  quick  to  detect 
any  gleam  of  military  art,  invited  him  to  his  quarters,  catechised  him  as 
to  his  education  and  opportunities,  and  introduced  him  to  Washington. 
The  youth  thus  brought  under  the  special  notice  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  was  Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  month  of  June  was  one  of  perpetual  excitement  in  New  York.  It 
was  rumored  that  the  Tories  were  banding  together  for  co-operation  with 
the  British  army  upon  its  arrival,  intending  to  blow  up  the  magazines, 
spike  the  guns,  and  seize  and  massacre  Washington  and  his  officers.  Con- 
gress and  its  "  Committee  on  Conspiracy  "  knew  no  rest.  The  facts  de- 
veloped that  persons  had  secretly  been  enlisted  and  sworn  to  hostile  acts. 
The  lower  order  of  liquor  dealers  were  in  numerous  instances  implicated 
*and  incarcerated,  as  well  as  multitudes  of  their  customers.  The  private 
administration  of  justice  kept  the  city  in  commotion  and  the  members  of 
Congress  on  the  alert  to  prevent  riots  and  disturbances  therefrom. 
Peter  Elting  wrote  to  Captain  Ei  chard  Varick,  June  13  :  "We  had 
some  grand  Tory  rides  in  this  city  this  week,  and  one  in  particular  yester- 
day ;  several  of  tliem  [the  Tories]  were  handled  very  roughly,  being  carried 
throuu'li  the  streets  on  i-ails,  their  clothes  torn  from  their  backs,  and  their 
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bodies  pretty  well  mingled  with  dust."  ^  Under  the  date  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made  (June  12),  the  following  minutes  were  entered  upon  the 
journals  of  the  New  York  Congress  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  by  no  means  approve  of  the  riots  that  have  haj)- 
pened  this  day  ;  they  flatter  themselves,  however,  that  they  have  proceeded  from 
a  real  regard  to  liberty  and  a  detestation  of  those  persons  who,  by  their  language 
and  conduct,  have  discovered  themselves  to  be  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America. 
To  urge  the  warm  friends  of  liberty  to  decency  and  good  order,  this  Congress 
assures  the  pubhc  that  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  enemies  of 
American  liberty  in  this  colony ;  and  do  require  the  good  people  of  this  city  and 
colony  to  desist  from  all  riots,  and  leave  the  offenders  against  so  good  a  cause  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  constitutional  representatives  of  the  colony." 

It  was  shortly  discovered  beyond  further  question  that  Tryon,  from  his 
safe  retreat  on  shipboard,  was  working  through  agents  on  shore.  Suspicion 
fell  upon  the  mayor,  David  Matthews,  and  he  was  accordingly  seized  at 
his  residence  in  Flatbush,  Long  Island,  by  order  of  Washington, 
at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  June  22,  but  the  most  vigilant 
search  failed  to  discover  treasonable  papers  in  his  possession  ;  and  nothing 
was  subsequently  proved  against  him  except  that  he  had  disbursed  money 
for  Tryon,  who  had  offered  a  bounty  to  all  who  would  engage  in  the  con- 
spiracy.'-^ James  Matthews,  the  brother  of  the  mayor,  residing  at  Corn- 
wall Orange  County,  was  also  seized  in  the  same  manner,  but  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  oath  prescribed,  and  gave  bonds  to  Haring,  president 
of  Congress  ^sro  tern,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  was  consecpieutly  released. 

On  the  same  evening  of  Mayor  Matthews'  arrest,  the  Committee  met 


1  "  There  has  lately  been  a  good  deal  of  attention  paid  the  Tories  in  this  city.  Some  of  the 
worst  have  been  carried  through  the  streets  at  noonday  on  rails."  —  Solomon  Drowne,  M.  D., 
to  Solomon  Browne,  Scnr.,  June  17,  1776.     New  York  in  the  Revolution,  97. 

"  I  have  been  cruelly  rode  on  rails,  a  practice  most  painful,  dangerous,  and  till  now  peculiar 
to  tlie  humane  republicans  of  New  England."  —  Letter  from  Staten  Island,  August  17,  1776. 

-  Mayor  Matthews  was  imprisoned  for  a  few  days  in  New  York,  and  then  conveyed  to 
Litihfield,  Connecticut,  and  consigned  to  the  care  of  Major  Moses  Seymour,  a  relative  of  his 
wife,  Sarah  Sejmiour  Matthews.  He  was  confined  in  the  Seymour  house,  but  was  allowed  the 
privilege  of  the  village.  One  day,  while  taking  his  customary  walk,  he  omitted  to  return, 
and,  making  his  way  to  New  York  as  best  he  could,  placed  himself  under  the  protection  of 
the  Britisli  flag.  Fletcher  Matthews,  a  brother  of  David  and  James  ^Matthews,  had  married 
into  the  Woodhull  family,  and  resided  in  New  York  City.  The  three  brothers  were  the  sons 
of  Vincent  ^latthews  and  Catalina  Abeel  (daughter  of  Mayor  Abeel  of  Albany),  and  the  grand- 
sons of  Colonel  Peter  Matthews,  who  came  to  this  country  as  an  officer  under  Governor 
Fletcher,  in  16ii2.  They  had  one  sister,  who  married  Theophilus  Beekman.  James  Matthews 
married  Hannah  Strong,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  General  Vincent  Matthews,  who  died 
at  Rochester  in  1846,  at  the  head  of  the  bar  in  Western  New  York. 
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at  Scots  Tavern  in  Wall  Street  to  examine  ex-Mayor  Whitehead  Hicks, 
who  had  been  summoned  before  them.  They  desired  him  to  show  cause 
why  he  should  be  considered  a  friend  to  America.  He  said  he  had  sliown 
nothing  by  his  conduct  which  could  be  interpreted  as  against  his  country  ; 
that  be  had  for  many  years  held  honorable  and  lucrative  Crown  offices, 
unsolicited,  and  that  he  had  repeatedly  sworn  allegiance  to  the  Crown. 
For  that  reason  he  was  not  willing  to  take  up  arms  for  America.  And 
as  his  father  and  brothers  and  some  of  his  near  relations  were  strongly 
attached  to  or  absolutely  engaged  in  the  Colonial  cause,  he  should  never 
take  up  arms  against  America.  He  said  one  of  his  servants  had  joined 
the  Continental  troops  as  a  volunteer  without  the  least  interference  on  his 
part.  He  was  asked  by  the  chairman  whether  in  his  opinion  the  British 
Parliament  had  a  right  to  tax  America,  and  replied  that  he  should  be  very 
unwilling  to  be  taxed  by  the  British  Parliament.  He  was  asked  whether 
he  thought  defense  by  arms  justifiable,  and  said  such  a  course  should,  in 
his  view  of  the  case,  be  the  last  resort,  and  he  had  not  fully  examined  or 
considered  whether  every  other  necessary  expedient  had  been  previously 
used.  After  a  series  of  similar  questions  and  answers,  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  to  accept  his  parole,  and  a  copy  was  given  him  to  sign,  which  he 
begged  leave  to  consider  for  a  day  or  two,  as  he  feared  it  might  interfere 
with  his  oath  of  office  as  a  judge,  but  declared  he  had  no  other  objection 
to  it.  He  was  allowed  to  take  it  away  with  him,  but  he  returned  it  with 
his  signature. 

Several  others  were  examined  on  the  same  occasion  with  less  agreeable 
results.  The  Committee  continued  their  investigations  far  into  the  night. 
Mayor  Matthews  w^as  arraigned  before  them  on  the  23d,  and  Counselor 
William  Axtell  on  the  24th,  who  was,  however,  released  on  parole,  as  was 
also  Dr.  Samuel  Martin.  Jolni  Willett,  of  Jamaica,  was  compelled  to  give 
a  bond  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  as  a  pledge  of  good  behavior. 
On  the  25th  a  warrant  was  issued  under  the  signatures,  of  John  Jay  and 
Gouverneur  Morris,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Wynant  Van  Zandt,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Colonel  Lasher's  battalion,  for  the  apprehension  of  Nicholas 
Connery,  the  keeper  of  an  inn,  who  had  been  detected  in  selling  guu- 
powder  to  the  conspirators.  By  the  27th  the  plot  was  so  far  traced  that 
Thomas  Hickey,  one  of  Washington's  body-guard,  an  Irishman  who  had 
been  a  deserter  from  the  British  army,  was  known  to  have  enlisted  for 
the  king,  and  to  have  used  great  exertions  towards  corrupting  his  com- 
rades. He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  found  guilty  of  mutiny,  sedition, 
and  treacliery,  and  at  ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  hanged  in  a 
field  near  tlie  Bowery,  in  the  presence  of  at  least  twenty  thousand  persons. 
This  M'as  the  first  military  execution  of  the  Eevolution. 
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Its  effects  were  salutary,  but  the  arduous  duties  of  the  Committee  were 
by  no  means  ended.  The  i^risons  were  full  of  persons  awaiting  trial,  wliik' 
petitions  for  clemency  or  release  jwured  in  from  e^'ery  quarter  in  one  con- 
tinuous stream.  Sir  William  Howe  was  already  at  Sandy  Hook,  having 
arrived  on  the  25th  ;  and  he  was  joined  by  the  whole  British  fleet 
'^^^~'  and  forces  from  Halifax  on  the  28th.  Philip  Livingston,  on  the 
morning  of  the  same  memorable  day,  reached  the  Continental  CongTess  at 
Philadelphia,  and  taking  his  seat  again  in  that  body,  explained  the  peculiar 
and  imperative  necessity  for  his  colleagues  to  remain  at  their  posts  in  New 
York  while  the  city  was  in  such  peril ;  immediately  following  which  the 
draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  first  submitted  by  Jefferson. 

William  Livingston  had  been  in  December  appointed  a  brigadier-gen- 
eral over  the  militia  of  New  Jersey,  and  on  the  5th  of  June,  while  acting 
upon  a  committee  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  which  he  was  an  impor- 
tant member,  for  the  establishment  of  expresses  to  transmit  intelligence 
between  the  Colonies  with  more  celerity,  events  had  hurried  him  to 
Elizabeth  to  assume  command.  At  this  juncture  he  was  alive  with 
bounding  energy  in  the  raising  of  troops  for  the  defense  of  the  exposed 
borders  of  both  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  He  was  in  daily  com- 
munication with  his  son-in-law,  John  Jay,  and  cognizant  of  all  the  meas- 
ures and  movements  of  the  New  York  Congress"  and  "  Committee  on 
Conspiracy."  New  Jersey  rejoiced  in  a  new  Congress  fresh  from  the 
people  with  ample  powers  for  deciding  her  course  —  a  Congress  which  or- 
ganized itself  June  11,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  great  theologi- 
cal politician,  Eev.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  President  of  Princeton  College.^ 
On  the  22d  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  to  form  a  state  government ; 
two  days  later  a  committee  was  aj)pointed  to  draft  a  constitution,  which 
was  reported  on  the  26th,  and  confirmed  July  2.  William  Livingston  was 
the  first  choice  for  a  governor  of  the  new  State,  and,  as  the  reader  will 
learn  in  futm-e  ptiges,  was  soon  transferred  to  the  executive  chair. 

His  residence  in  Elizabeth,  familiarly  known  as  "  Liberty  Hall,"  ^  was 
the  scene  henceforward  of  many  startling  and  romantic  incidents.  It  was 
a  shining  mark  for  the  enemy,  for  no  bolder  or  more  aggravating  patriot 
wielded  ]-)en  or  power  than  its  owner,  who  was  styled  an  "  arch-fiend  "  ; 
and  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  belligerent  foe  from  over  the  water  as  the 
resort  of  the  "  formidable  "  John  Jay,  whose  beautiful  young  wife  spent 
much  time  with  her  mother  and  sisters  within  its  walls.  It  was  here 
that  Jay's  afterwards  distinguished  son,  Peter  Augustus  Jay,  was  l)oru,  in 
January,  177G.     The  wonder  is,  not  that  the  British  sought  the  destruc- 

1  See  Vol.  I.  7.')1,  752,  note. 

2  See  Vol.  I.  7.58. 
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tiuii  of  the  dwelliug,  but  that  it  escaped  their  designs  unharmed.  "If  the 
British  do  not  burn  '  Liberty  Hall,'  I  shall  think  them  greater  rascals  than 
ever,  for  I  have  really  endeavored  to  deserve  this  last  and  most  luminous 
testimony  of  their  inveterate  malice,"  wrote  Livingston  to  his  daughter 
Kitty.  The  original  structure,  with  its  spacious  apartments,  high  ceilings, 
and  narrow  doors,  remains  intact  to  the  present  day.  The  upper  story  of 
the  sketch  has  been  added,  as  well  as  extensions  to  the  rear  of  the  edifice 


"  Liberty  Hall." 

Residence  of  Governor  William  Livingston. 


to  meet  the  requirements  of  later  occupants  ;  modern  glass  has  taken  the 
place  of  small  panes  in  many  of  the  windows  ;  and  the  deep  fireplaces  are 
framed  with  marble  mantels  of  a  recent  generation  ;  but  the  innumerable 
little  cupboards  and  artful  contrivances  in  the  paneling  of  the  walls  are 
still  cherished,  the  old  staircase  proudly  bears  the  cuts  left  by  the  angry 
Hessian  soldiery  when  thwarted  on  one  occasion  in  the  object  of  their 
visit,  and  the  flavor  and  sacred ness  of  antiquity  generally  is  preserved. 
The  house  stands  on  elevated  ground  some  rods  from  the  street  (the  old 
Springfield  turnpike),  and  retains  its  ancient  body-guard  of  lofty  shade- 
trees.  The  larger  tree  in  the  foreground  of  the  picture  was  planted  by 
Miss  Susan  Livingston,  the  elder  daughter  of  the  Governor,  in  1772.    Mrs. 
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Livingston  was  a  handsome,  animated  woman,  possessing  many  of  the 
strong  characteristics  of  her  notable  ancestors,  Philip  French,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Brockholls,  and  Frederick  Phillips.  She  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  country's  affairs,  ably  seconding  her  husband's  scoffing  ridicule  of  kingly 
threats  ;  and  their  daughters  became  full-tiedged  politicians  long  ere  they 
had  attained  complete  physical  stature.  The  knotty  problems  of  the  hour, 
and  the  methods  and  details  of  solving  and  settling  them,  were  discussed 
daily  at  their  table.  Even  in  the  most  familiar  correspondence  with  his 
children  at  school  the  subject  uppermost  in  Livingston's  thoughts  occu- 
pied the  chief  space.  As,  for  instance,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  boys  who 
had  written  home  of  something  which  appeared  in  his  lessons  about  ghosts, 
he  said  :  "  Should  the  spectre  of  any  of  the  Stuart  family,  or  of  any  tyrant 
whatsoever,  obtrude  itself  upon  your  fancy,  offer  it  not  so  much  as  a  pipe 
of  tobacco ;  but  show  its  royal  or  imperial  spectrality  the  door,  with  a 
frank  declaration  that  your  principles  will  not  suffer  you  to  keep  company 
even  with  the  shadow  of  arbitrary  power."  It  was  in  this  republican 
family  that  Alexander  Hamilton  made  his  first  acquaintances  upon  arriv- 
ing in  America  in  1772,  a  pale,  delicate,  blue-eyed  boy  of  fifteen  years,  from 
the  West  Indies ;  he  brought  letters  to  Livingston  from  Dr.  Hugh  Knox,  a 
clergyman  who  had  become  interested  in  his  welfare  in  Santa  Cruz,  where 
he  bad  been  placed  in  the  counting-house  of  Nicholas  Cruger  (formerly 
of  New  York)  by  his  father  soi|^  three  years  before.  Through  Living- 
ston's advice  he  entered  the  school  of  Francis  Barber  in  Elizabeth,  but 
"  Liberty  Hall "  was  always  open  to  him,  and  it  was  in  listening  to  the 
table-talk  of  its  guests,  among  whom  were  the  Ogdens,  Stocktons,  Boudi- 
nots,  and  the  learned  Dr.  Witherspoon,  that  he  obtained  his  first  lessons 
in  statesmanship.^  When  his  school  year  was  ended  he  applied  for  ad- 
mission to  Princeton,  but  he  desired  to  overleap  certain  details  in  the 
college  course  which  Dr.  Witherspoon  esteemed  incompatible  with  the 
usages  of  the  institution,  and  he  was  admitted  to  Columbia  instead. 

Thus  must  we  penetrate  occasionally  beneath  the  surface  of  historical 
narrative  into  the  privacy  of  domestic  life  and  behind  the  scenery  of 
events,  if  we  would  trace  springs  of  action  to  their  source  and  analyze 
the  separate  parts  of  the  great  tide,  which,  swelling  with  its  tributaries 
at  every  turn,  was  soon  to  overleap  all  l)arriers  in  its  flow  into  the  sea  of 
substantial  achievement. 

1  Many  of  the  youth  who  were  to  become  emphatically  the  men  of  the  new  generation  were 
in  the  cla.sses  of  tlie  Rev.  Di-.  Witherspoon  at  Princeton  ;  among  whom  were  James  Madison, 
-Aaron  Burr,  Sanmel  Stanhope  Smith,  the  future  accomplished  divine,  Philip  Freneau,  the 
verse-maker  of  the  Revolution,  Hugh  Henry  Breckinridge,  the  author  of  "Modern  Chivalry," 
and  four  future  governors  of  States,  —  John  Henry  of  Maryland,  Morgan  I^ewis  of  New  York, 
Aaron  Ogden  of  New  Jersey,  and  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia. 
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Under  the  hot  June  skies  of  1776,  in  town  and  country,  in  the  forum 
and  in  the  farm-yard,  in  congressional  halls  and  in  rural  town-meetings,  in 
newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  in  conferences  of  committees,  in  the  pulpit, 
and  in  social  gatherings,  the  question  which  was  to  decide  the  chief  event 
in  modern  history  was  the  all-absorbing  topic.  On  one  point  all  were 
agreed,  —  independence  could  only  be  obtained  at  enormous  expense  of 
life.  The  new  })olitical  creed  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  was  the 
most  heterodox  of  theories  to  the  English  mind ;  the  erection  of  an  inde- 
pendent empire  on  this  Continent  a  problem  of  far  greater  magnitude  than 
any  which  had  affrighted  former  legislators.  Nothing  is  more  remark- 
able at  this  juncture  than  the  superiority  in  argument  which  the  legal 
debaters  in  America  displayed  over  their  contemporaries  in  England 
whenever  they  touched  upon  the  professional  points  of  the  controversy. 
The  lawyers  shared  with  the  clergy  the  intellectual  influence  of  the  time ; 
they  were  generally  well-read  and  accomplished  men,  and  not  infrequently 
men  of  letters.  All  their  addresses  to  the  powers  beyond  the  seas  reflected 
a  depth  of  thought  and  a  wide  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  com- 
mon and  international  law  which  astonished  acute  observers.  John 
Adams,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Patrick  Henry,  and  a  score  of  others  who  had 
been  educated  in  the  strictest  notions  of  rank  and  caste,  were  trained 
jurists,  with  clear  conceptions  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  ready  for  the 
tremendous  stride  in  human  progress  which  was  to  terminate  artificial  dis- 
tinction and  secure  freedom  and  self-control  for  a  nation  ;  the  Clintons, 
Morrises,  Livingstons,  Schuyler,  John  Jay,  James  Duane,  and  their  asso- 
ciates of  New  York,  reasoned  with  singular  calmness  and  force,  standing 
like  a  bulwark  of  independence  between  the  conflicting  political  theories 
of  P^ugland  and  America,  fully  prepared  to  dispense  with  the  customs  of 
centuries,  abandon  entails,  break  down  the  Colonial  aristocracy  of  which 
they  were  a  part,  and  create  a  republic  in  which  the  people  should  be  the 
only  rulers.  Their  wisdom  exceeded  the  wisdom  of  Cromwell  and  his 
adherents,  for  the  monarchical  principle  was  ostracized.  Their  conceptions, 
drawn  from  the  only  free  and  republican  government  then  existing,  were 
so  much  broader  than  the  source  from  which  they  sprung  that  no  rules  of 
action  could  be  borrowed.  Their  understanding  of  the  English  law  in- 
spired them  with  both  caution  and  confidence.  James  Duane,  in  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia,  pledged  New  York  to  independence,  at  the  same 
time  declaring  that  he  could  not  legally  vote  on  the  question  unless  em- 
powered by  further  instructions  from  his  constituents.  William  Floyd 
said  he  had  no  hope  of  peace  through  the  commissioners  en  route  for 
America,  and  believed  the  only  solid  foundation  for  government  was  in 
the  consent  of  the  people.     Robert  Pi.  Livingston  (afterwards  Chancellor) 
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pointed  out  in  clear,  elegant  diction  the  error  of  attempting  to  form 
alliances  with  foreign  nations  at  peace,  while  in  such  a  disjointed  condi- 
tion. John  Jay,  summoned  from  the  higher  Congress  to  the  legislative 
councils  of  New  York,  advocated  implicit  obedience  to  the  popular  will. 
With  rare  legal  acumen  he  pointed  out  the  breakers  ahead  should  the 
representatives  by  their  acts  exceed  the  authority  in  them  vested,  and 
promptly  suggested  close  investigation  ;  hence  a  committee  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  who,  after  earnest  consideration,  reported  a  serious  existing 
"  doubt "  concerning  the  power  conferred  upon  this  Congress  in  the  late 
election  as  to  the  matter  of  a  total  dissolution  of  all  connection  with 
Great  Britain,  and  solemnly  recommended  a  formal  vote  of  the  whole 
Colony.  The  New  York  Congress,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  a  motion 
made  by  John  Jay  (June  11),  called  for  a  new  election  of  deputies  who 
should  be  invested  with  full  powers  for  administering  the  government, 
framing  a  constitution  for  New  York,  and  determining  for  her  the  impor- 
tant question  of  the  houi'. 

There  is  no  more  strikingly  beautiful  feature  in  the  history  of  New 
York  than  her  honorable  attitude  at  this  moment  tOM'ard  her  own  intelli- 
gent and  liberty-loving  population,  and  toward  the  country  of  which  slie 
was  the  great  cardinal  factor.  With  menacing  horrors  on  every  hand, 
Canada  teeming  with  military  preparations,  savages  aroused  through  all 
her  wilderness  frontiers,  and  the  chief  naval  power  of  the  world  in  posses- 
sion of  her  harbor,  threatening  her  entire  commerce  and  chief  city  with 
ruin  and  desolation,  and  with  the  pressure  of  unmerited  accusations  of  cow- 
ardice and  Toryism  from  her  neighbors  added  to  the  perpetual  clamor  for 
stringent  measures  by  the  improvident  and  reckless  within  her  own  bor- 
ders, she  tested  the  public  mind,  giving  free  scope  to  the  expression  of  the 
latest  wishes  of  her  inhal)itants,  and  awaited  the  result.  The  election, 
turning  on  the  pivot  of  independency,  occurred  June  19  ;  nearly  all  of 
the  former  members  were  returned,  specially  charged  to  vote  for  an  abso- 
lute separation  from  the  Crown  ;  but  this  decision  could  not  be  formally 
announced  until  the  organization  of  the  new  Congress.  Therefore,  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  when  the  illustrious  fifty-one  doubtful  and  divided 
men  assendjled  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  Philadeli)hia,  to  consider  the  "  reso- 
lution respecting  independency,"  although  every  Colony  was  represented, 
the  delegattis  from  New  York  had  not  yet  received  full  power,  and  were 
excused  from  action. 

Meanwhile  men  grew  fierce  and  uncompromising,  and  were  restrained 
with  difficulty  from  the  connnittal  of  overt  crimes.  The  old  feud  between 
the  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians  was  lighted  afresh  and  caused  many 
incidents  of  a  riotous  character.    Piev.  Dr.  Auchmuty,  the  rector  of  Trinity 
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Church,  was  an  invalid, and  had  removed  for  the  summer  to  New  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey.  The  care  of  the  parish  in  his  absence  devolved  upon  the 
oldest  assistant,  Rev.  Charles  Ingiis,  who  was  forbidden  by  the  citizens  to 
pray  for  the  king  and  royal  family  ;  then  he  was  accosted  and  insulted 
wherever  he  went  in  the  streets  ;  and  hnally  his  life  was  threatened  if  he 
did  not  desist  from  using  the  liturgy  according  to  the  text.  To  officiate 
publicly  and  abstain  from  the  mention  of  England's  monarch  in  his  sup- 
plications was  to  violate  his  oath  and  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  His 
embarrassment  was  very  great.  One  Sunday  morning  a  company  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  marched  into  the  churcli  with  drums  beating  and 
pipes  playing,  and  bayonets  glistening  in  their  loaded  guns.  The  audience 
were  terror-stricken,  and  several  women  fainted.  It  was  supposed  that 
if  Mr.  Ingiis  should  read  the  collects  for  the  king  and  royal  family  he 
would  be  shot  in  the  sacred  desk.  But  he  went  on  boldly  to  the  end, 
omitting  no  portion  of  the  service,  and  although  there  was  restless  and 
hostile  demonstration,  he  escaped  injury.  The  vestry  interfered,  and 
compromised  the  matter  by  agreeing  to  close  the  Episcopal  churches  lor 
the  present ;  and  they  were  not  opened  again  for  public  worship  until  the 
city  was  occupied  by  the  British. 

The  lines  of  demarcation  between  friend  and  foe  were  daily  becoming 
more  distinctly  drawn,  and  people  were  compelled  to  show  their  colors. 
Neutrality  could  not  be  tolerated.  Men  who  withheld  their  aid  and 
countenance  were  treated  as  enemies.  Loyalists  were  pronounced  traitors, 
and  pursued  with  merciless  rancor.  In  reference  to  these  it  seemed  as 
if  the  most  ordinary  feelings  of  compassion  were  for  the  time  suspended. 
It  was  unsafe  to  breathe  a  syllable  against  the  American  cause.  Men 
secreted  in  the  w^oods,  swamps,  and  other  hiding-places,  with  designs  of 
joining  the  British  as  soon  as  they  should  land,  were  hunted  like  Avild 
beasts. 

An  incident  illustrating  the  spirit  of  the  times  is  told  of  Richard  Van 
AVyck,  one  of  the  judges  of  Dutchess  County.  A  young  farmer  was 
dragged  before  him  one  morning  charged  with  assault  and  battery ;  the 
cause  of  the  assault  shown  on  trial  was  the  crying  of  "  God  save  the 
king  "  by  the  person  assaulted.  The  judge  said  to  the  accused,  "  You  have 
violated  the  law,  and  it  is  my  duty,  as  a  magistrate,  to  fine  you,  and  the 
sum  shall  be  one  penny."  Then,  putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  con- 
tinued, "  I  will  pay  the  fine  ;  and  the  next  time  that  man  cries  "  God  save 
the  king,"  you  give  him  a  good  thrashing  and  I  will  pay  you  for  doing 
it."  1 

1  Cornelius  Barents  Van  Wyck  came  to  America  in  1660  from  Wyck,  a  town  on  the  river 
Teck,  in  Holland.     He  settled  ueav  Flatbush,  Long  Island,  and  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
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Cornelius  Van  Wyck,  the  father  of  Judge  Richard,  was  an  efficient 
member  of  the  New  York  Congress.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  Eev. 
Abraham  Keteltas,  in  direct  reference  to  whom  he  seconded  the  motion 
of  John  Jay  that  the  clergymen  members  of  the  House  be  at  liberty  to 
attend  at  their  personal  convenience,  their  absence  being  esteemed  no 
neglect  of  duty.  Cornelius  Van  Wyck  resided  in  the  house  near  Fishkill, 
made  famous  by  Cooper  as  the  "  Wharton  House  "  of  the  Spy,  which  is 
at  present  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  Dr.  Theodorus,  the  elder 
brother  of  Cornelius,  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  was  also  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Revolutionary  Congress,  and  his  son  Theodorus,  afterwards  a 
resident  of  the  metropolis,  served  with  great  bravery  in  the  Revolutionary 
army. 

New  York  was  one  of  the  busiest  spots  on  the  western  continent  just 
now.  Men  were  working  night  and  day  on  the  fortifications.  Troops 
were  coming  in  from  all  quarters  of  the  compass,  in  the  most  picturesque 
and  greatest  variety  of  costumes,  uniforms  being  as  yet  in  the  transition 
state.  The  old  red  coats  used  in  the  French  wars  had  been  brought 
from  the  garrets  and  turned  to  account  in  Connecticut;  therefore,  in 
juxtaposition  with  the  tow  frocks  of  home  manufacture  worn  by  her  vol- 
unteers, appeared  every  now  and  then  a  dingy  regimental  of  scarlet  with 
a  triangular,  tarnished  laced  hat.  Some  of  the  Marylauders  wore  green 
hunting-shirts  with  leggins  to  match.  Troops  from  Delaware  came  in 
dark  blue  coats  with  red  facings.  Some  of  the  New  Jersey  rifiemen  were 
in  short  red  coats  and  striped  trousers,  others  in  short  blue  coats,  old 
leather  breeches,  light  blue  stockings,  shoes  with  brass  buckles,  and  wool 
hats  bound  with  yellow.  The  Pennsylvania  regiments  were  in  all  the 
colors  of  the  rainbow,  brown  coats  faced  with  buff,  blue  coats  faced  with 
red,  brown  coats  faced  with  white  and  studded  with  great  pewter  buttons, 
liuckskin  breeches,  and  black  cocked  hats  with  white  tape  bindings,  also 
blue  coats  faced  with  white ;  while  several  companies  came  without  any 
coats  at  all,  each  man  with  but  a  single  shirt,  and  that  so  small  that  the 
New-Englanders  ridiculed  them  as  "  shoddy  shirts."  The  Virginians  Were 
in  white  smock-frocks  furbelowed  with  ruffles  at  the  neck,  elbows,  and 
wrists,  black  stocks,  hair  in  cues,  aud  round-topped,  broad-brimmed  black 

Dominie  Johannes  Theodorus  Polhemiis  of  ]^,rooklyn.  (See  "Vol.  I.  175.)  Their  sons,  Theo- 
dorus (born  1668,  married  Margarita,  daughter  of  Abraham  BrinckerhoflT)  and  Cornelius, 
removed  in  1733  to  Dutchess  County,  the  latter  building  the  Van  Wyck  mansion  ("Wharton 
House  ")  in  1739,  now  occupied  by  his  grca.t -grandson,  Mr.  Sidney  E.  Van  Wyck.  Many  of 
the  Van  Wyck  descendants  have  been  professional  men  and  public  characters.  Several  of 
the  name  have  occupied  seats  in  the  Legislature  of  New  York  since  the  Revolution,  and 
two  have  served  their  districts  in  Congress.  Several  of  the  family  have  been  at  one  time 
and  another  aldermen  of  the  city,  aud  one,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Van  Wyck,  was  Recorder  in 
1806,  1808,  1809,  1811,  and  1812. 


SHOWY  FASHWXS  OF  THE   TIMES. 


87 


hats,  —  although  a  little  later  the  Light  Dragoons  were  uniformed  in  blue 
coats  faced  with  red  or  brown  coats  faced  with  green.  Washington's 
guards  wore  blue  coats  faced  with  buff,  red  waistcoats,  buckskin  breeches, 
black  felt  hats  bound  with  white  tape,  and  bayonet  and  body  belts  of 
white.  Hunting-shirts  —  "  the  mortal  aversion  of  the  red-coat  "  —  with 
breeches  of  same  cloth  gaiter  fashion  about  the  legs,  were  seen  on  every 
side,  and  being  convenient  garments  for  a  campaigning  country  were  soon 
adopted  by  the  British  themselves.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  modern 
trouser,  or  pantaloon. 

The  picture  of  the  variegated  throng  of  soldiery  surging  into  the  streets 
of  New  York  for  its  defense  will  be  less  grotesque  to  the  reader  if  viewed 
in  connection  with  one  passing  and  final  glimpse  of  the  old  capital  under 
kingly  rule  and  silver  shoe-buckles.  Show  and  glitter  marked  the  dis- 
tinctions in  society.  Dress  was  one  of  the  signs  and  symbols  of  a  gentle- 
man-; classical  lore  and  ruffled  shirts  were  inseparable.  It  was  the  habit  of 
the  community  to  take  off  its  hat  to  the  gentry ;  and  there  was  no  mistaking 
them  wherever  they  moved.  Servants  were  always  in  livery,  which  in 
many  instances  was  gorgeous  in  the  extreme.  Gentlemen  aj^peared  in  the 
streets  in  velvet  or  satin  coats,  with  white 
embroidered  vests  of  rare  beauty,  small- 
clothes and  gorgeously  resplendent  buckles, 
their  heads  crowned  with  powdered  wigs  and 
cocked  hats.  A  lady's  toilet  was  equally 
astounding  :  the  court  hoop  was  in  vogue, 
brocaded  silks  of  brilliant  colors,  and  a  moun- 
tain of  powdered  hair  surmounted  with  flow- 
ers or  feathers  ;  although  it  is  a  fact  worthy 
of  remembrance  that  servants  were  servants 
in  those  days,  and  never  assumed  to  copy  or 
excel  their  mistresses  in  the  style  and  costli- 
ness of  their  attire.  The  democratic  hammer 
already  suspended  over  the  doomed  city  was 
to  subdue  the  taste  and  change  the  whole 
aspect  of  the  empire  of  fashion. 

Jealousies  arose  between  the  troops  of  the 
different  Colonies,  as  might  have  been  fore- 
seen. One  evil  was  so  serious  that  the  New 
York  Congress  sent  Gouverneur  Morris  to  Philadelphia  for  its  abatement. 
The  New  England  troops  were  receiving  higher  wages  than  those  of  New 
York  and  the  Middle  Colonies,  which  could  not  be  tolerated  ;  the  result 
of  the  mission  was  satisfactory,  Congress,  after  much  discussion,  concluding 
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to  raise  the  pay  of  the  whole  army  to  one  general  level.  About  the  middle 
of  June  the  New  York  Congress  ordered  the  public  records  of  the  Colony 
removed  to  Kingston.  Samuel  Bayard,  Jr.,  was  the  Royal  Secretary  of  the 
Province ;  his  office  had  formerly  been  at  the  right  of  the  fort  gate,  but 
early  in  the  spring  the  books  and  papers  in  his  custody  had  been  transferred 
to  the  house  of  his  brother,  Nicholas  Bayard,  near  the  present  corner  of 
Grand  Street  and  Broadway,  whose  v/ife  was  Catherine,  daughter  of  Peter 
Van  Brugh  Livingston,  the  Treasurer  of  Congress,  where  indeed  Samuel 
Bayard  himself  had  been  detained  a  prisoner  up  to  this  time.^  He  was 
ordered  and  requested  to  go  to  Kingston  and  remain  with  the  records,  ex- 
ercising the  duties  of  his  office  (under  a  strong  guard)  until  further  notice. 
Eobert  Benson,  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  was  directed  to  assist  and  attend 

1  The  Bayards  were  of  the  ancient  aristocracy  of  New  York  (see  Vol.  I.  128,  244,  342),  and 
men  of  wealth  and  culture.  They  were  descended  from  Samuel  Bayard,  and  Anne,  the  stately 
sister  of  Governor  Stuyvesant.  The  latter,  a  widow,  brought  three  sons  to  America  in  1647, 
Balthazar,  Nicholas,  and  Petrus.  Samuel,  above  mentioned,  Avas  the  great-grandson  of 
Nicholas,  and  grandson  of  the  Samuel  who  married  Margaret  Van  Cortlandt  in  1701  (see 
Vol.  I.  451)  ;  he  at  a  later  date  entered  the  king's  service,  and  in  1778  married  Catharine  Van 
Home.  "William  Bayard,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a  mercantile  house  and  resided  at  this  time 
on  a  fine  estate  adjoining  the  villa  of  Oliver  De  Lancey  on  the  Hudson  near  Thirty-fourth  Street, 
was  the  great-grandson  of  Balthazar.  He  sympathized  with  the  Whigs  in  the  early  part  of 
the  controversy,  gave  dinner-parties  which  were  attended  by  Jay,  Morris,  and  others,  enter- 
tained Josiah  Quincy  when  he  passed  through  New  York  on  his  Avay  home  from  the  South,  and 
was  generally  regarded  as  a  patriot ;  but  he  subsequently  took  the  oath  of  loyalty  to  the  king, 
went  to  England,  and  his  property  was  confiscated.  John  Bayard,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  and  afterwards  colonel  in  the  army,  was  the  gi'eat-grandson  of  Petrus,  who.se 
descendants  settled  in  the  Middle  Colonies,  and  have  in  the  cour.se  of  two  centuries  inter- 
man-ied  with  the  Washingtons  of  Virginia,  the  Carrolls  of  Maryland,  the  Stocktons,  Kirk- 
patricks,  and  Kembles  of  New  Jersey,  the  Bowdoins  and  Winthrops  of  Massachusetts,  the  De 
Lanceys,  Jays,  Livingstons,  Pintards,  Schuylers,  Stuyvesants,  Verplancks,  and  Van  Rens- 
selaers  of  New  York,  and  other  notable  American  families.  Colonel  John  Bayard  removed 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  Brunswick  after  the  war,  where  he  was 
a  presiding  judge,  a  trustee  of  Eutgers  College,  and  in  1790  was 
elected  mayor  of  that  city.  His  son,  James  Ashton  Bayard,  mar- 
ried Eliza,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Brick 
Church,  New  York  ;  Samuel  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Pintard  and  Sarah  Stockton  (sister  of  Richard  Stockton,  the 
signer);  he  was  sent  to  England  by  Washington  to  prosecute  some 
important  legal  claims,  and  afterwards  filled  several  offices  of 
trust ;  Jane  married  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick  of  New  Jersey  ; 
Margaret  married  Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  editor  of  the  NafAonal 
Intelligencer  in  Washington.  An  interesting  relic  of  Petrus 
Bayard  is  a  large  and  heavy  folio  Bible  printed  at  Dordrecht  in 
1690,  illustrated  with  curious  maps  and  engravings,  with  family 
ayard     rms.  record  written  in  Dutch  ;  it  is  in  the  possession  of  Jlrs.  General 

James  Grant  Wilson  of  New  York,  one  of  the  descendants.  Four  of  the  Bayards  have  occu- 
pied .seats  in  our  national  Senate  during  the  present  century,  of  whom  is  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  present  United  States  Senator  from  Delaware. 
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Bayard  in  the  removal  of  the  records,  and  James  Beekman  was  directed 
to  provide  a  sloop  and  accompany  him  on  the  passage  to  Fishkill,  while 
Dirck  Wyucoop,  Colonel  Abraham  Ilasbrouck,  Josej)h  Gasherie,  and 
Christopher  Tappan  were  delegated  with  authority  to  provide  accommoda- 
tions for  the  records  and  the  Secretary  in  Fishkill,  also  proper  guards  and 
other  securities.  With  less  ceremony  and  greater  secrecy,  the  Treasurer 
and  Secretary  of  Congress,  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston  and  Eobert  Benson, 
conveyed  its  money  and  papers  on  Saturday,  June  30,  to  White 
Plains,  where  it  was  thought  best  for  Congress  to  meet  on  Monday, 
July  '1.  On  the  same  Saturday,  Colonel  Joseph  Marsh  was  sent  to  Governor 
Nicholas  Cooke  of  Ehode  Island  for  powder  in  his  custody  belonging  to 
New  York.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  was  chairman  of  a  committee  entrusted 
with  the  delicate  and  dangerous  task  of  bringing  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
had  been  seized  from  the  enemy  from  their  anchorage  in  Fire  Island  Inlet 
to  the  city,  and  selling  them  for  the  public  interest.  He  was  also,  with 
Comfort  Sands  and  Evert  Bancker,  an  auditing  committee  required  to  make 
correct  statement  to  Congress  of  all  the  cargoes  of  vessels  in  the  port,  and 
of  the  amount  of  lead  and  powder  in  charge  of  the  custodians,  Richard 
Norwood  and  Colonel  Peter  Curtenius,  which  they  hurriedly  removed  in 
the  night  from  a  store  near  the  Battery  to  a  cellar  on  Murray  Hill. 
Another  committee,  acting  with  the  soldiery,  transferred  the  cattle  on  the 
Long  Island  and  Jersey  shores  beyond  the  immediate  reach  of  the  enemy. 
Colonel  John  Broome  and  Colonel  Eobert  Van  Eensselaer  consigned  sev- 
eral prisoners  to  the  committee  of  Kingston,  with  directions  to  procure 
good  lodgings  and  board  for  them  at  their  owai  (the  prisoners)  expense,  see 
that  they  carry  on  no  correspondence  or  give  no  intelligence  whatever  to 
their  friends,  and  treat  them  with  humanity.  These  were  chiefly  British 
officers  and  their  families  and  servants  captured  on  transports  from 
Scotland. 

Washington  was  in  almost  hourly  consultation  with  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  Congress,  several  of  whom  were  already  in  the  mili- 
tary service.  General  Alexander  McDougall  was  exerting  every  nerve  to 
prepare  his  battalion  of  New  York  men  for  efficient  work.  General  John 
Morin  Scott  commanded  the  battalions  which  represented  the  city  distinc- 
tively ;  ^  the  oldest  of  these,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel 

1  John  Morin  Scott  was  bom  in  New  York  in  1730,  died  1784.  He  was  the  only  chikl  of 
John  Scott  and  Marian  Morin,  and  fonrth  in  the  line  of  descent  from  Sir  John  Scott,  Baronet 
of  Ancram,  County  Roxbury,  Scotland,  who  died  in  1712.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  successful  lawyers  at  the  bar  of  New  York.  In  connection  with  William 
Livingston  and  William  Smith  he  early  became  identified  with  the  Whig  element  of  the 
Colony  and  a  leader  in  politics.  He  contributed  to  the  Independent  Reflector  and  other  papers, 
and  was  the  author  of  several  official  and  literary  papers  and  reports.     From  1757  to  1762  he 
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John  Lasher,  a  man  of  property  and  influence,  was  composed  of  young 
men  of  high  position,  its  captains  being  John  J.  Eoosevelt,  Henry  G. 
Livingston,  John  Berrian,  Abraham  Van  Wyck,  William  A.  Gilbert,  Abra- 
ham P.  Lott,  Samuel  Tudor,  William  Leonard,  James  Alner,  and  James 
Abeel.  Andrew  Stockholm,  Robert  Smith,  Isaac  Stoutenburg,  and  W^illiam 
Malcolm  were  also  efficient  officers  under  Scott ;  Colonel  Samuel  Drake 
of  Westchester,  and  Colonel  Cornelius  Humphrey  of  Dutchess  County,  each 
commanded  one  of  Scott's  regiments.  All  officers  and  men  not  on  actual 
duty  were  drilling  and  flying  to  their  alarm-posts  in  order  to  become 
throughly  acquainted  with  the  grounds,  and  all  fatigue  parties  were  di- 
rected to  hold  themselves  ready  for  instant  action. 

It  was  in  vain  to  speculate  concerning  the  point  most  likely  to  be  first 
attacked  by  the  British.  The  redoubts  and  breastworks  along  the  shore 
of  the  East  River  were  in  a  certain  sense  formidable,  but  the  enemy  might 
effect  landings  in  any  number  of  places  elsewhere.  The  Hudson  River 
was  open  to  them,  or  they  could  cross  from.Staten  Island  into  New  Jersey, 
and  thence  nearly  surround  the  city.  No  satisfactory  judgment  could  be 
formed  of  their  intentions. 

Meanwhile  the  scene  was  like  one  vast  beehive.  Soldiers  and  civilians 
ran  hither  and  thither,  every  man  in  the  performance  of  some  exacting 
duty.  Aside  from  the  numerous  fortifications  and  batteries  in  and  around 
New  York,  on  Governor's  Island,  and  on  Long  Island, barricades  were  thrown 
up  on  every  street  leading  to  the  water,  chiefly  of  mahogany  logs  taken  from 
West  India  cargoes.  City  Hall  Park  was  almost  entirely  inclosed;  Broad- 
way was  obstructed  in  front  of  St.  Paul's  Chapel ;  another  barrier  rose  at 
the  head  of  Yesey  Street,  one  at  the  head  of  Barclay,  and  one  at  the  head 
of  Murray  Street.  A  curiously  constructed  barricade  stretched  across 
Beekman  Street  at  the  Brick  Church,  and  another  was  piled  up  in  the 
form  of  a  right  angle  near  where  the  Tribune  building  now  stands.  There 
was  a  bulwark  at  the  entrance  to  Centre  Street,  another  crossed  Frankfort 
Street,  and  still  another  near  it  faced  Chatham  Street.  Thus,  when  the 
British  should  gain  a  footing  in  the  city,  they  would  still  have  to  contest 
every  inch  of  progress.  A  queer  little  fleet,  commanded  by  Benjamin 
Tupper,  scoured  the  waters  along  the  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island  coasts 
to  prevent  communication  between  the  Tories  and  the  enemy's  ships.  It 
was  made  up  of  schooners,  sloops,  row-galleys,  and  whale-boats,  and, 
keeping   a  perpetual  lookout,  was  no  insignificant  element   of  defense. 

was  an  alderman  of  the  Out  Ward  ;  and  he  associated  himself  with  many  public  enterprises 
for  the  social  advancement  of  the  city.  His  residence  was  about  the  corner  of  Thirty-third 
Street  and  Ninth  Avenue,  with  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  well-cultivated  acres  of 
land.  In  1777  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  State,  and  served  also  as  State  Senator  until 
his  death.     His  remains  rest  in  Trinity  churchyard. 
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On  tlie  Jersey  shore  the  veteran  warrior,  Hugh  Mercer,  eonnnandiug  the 
Flying  Camp  stationed  at  Aniboy,  and  William  Livingston,  at  the  head 
of  the  Jersey  militia,  watched  the  movements  of  the  enemy  as  they  pro- 
ceeded to  encamp  on  Staten  Island,  and  prevented  all  foraging  incur- 
sions into  the  Jerseys. 

Such  was  New  York's  condition  on  the  sultry  Monday,  July  2,  when, 
in   the   lanouage   of  John  Adams,  "  the   greatest   question   ever 

^      ®  '  o  1  July  2. 

debated  in  America,  and  as  great  as  ever  was  or  ever  w^ill  be  de- 
bated among  men,"  \vas  agitating  the  mind  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia 
to  such  intensity  of  enthusiasm  that  the  members  lost  all  sense  of  the 
appalling  dangers  v/hich  threatened  their  entire  seacoast  and  chief  city. 
The  push  of  a  century  was  behind  them.  The  daring  men  whose  names 
were  to  make  the  age  illustrious  were  alive  in  every  fibre.  The  incom- 
parable force  of  conflicting  opinions  developed  hidden  mental  strength, 
and  gave  expression  to  impalpable  influences  of  which  the  air  was  full. 
The  immortal  state  paper,  the  confession  of  faith  of  a  rising  empire, 
seemed  charged  with  electricity,  and  the  heart  of  Congress  warmed  and 
beat  more  swiftly  as  the  conviction  deepened  that  in  its  adoption  a  bill 
of  rights  would  be  passed  for  humanity  at  large,  and  for  all  coming  gen- 
erations without  any  exception  whatever.  The  discussion  was  conducted 
with  closed  doors,  and  ere  nightfall  a  vote  had  been  taken  which  was 
to  command  the  admiration  of  the  world.  The  following  day  was  occu- 
pied in  closely  scanning  the  language  and  principles  of  the  docu-  ^^^  ^ 
ment  as  submitted  by  Jefferson.  On  the  evening  of  July  4  it 
was  formally  adopted  and  entered  on  the  journal  of  Congress. 

Thus  was  the  transition  from  vassalage  to  independence  accomplished 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  serious  alarms.  Thus  a  republic  was  inaugurated. 
Thus  a  nation  was  born.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  immedi- 
ately published  to  the  world.  But  no  signatures  were  yet  appended  to  it. 
On  July  19  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  jjarchment  and  signed ; 
after  which  several  days  elapsed  before  it  was  perfected. 
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CHAPT'EIl    III. 

1776. 

July  -  December. 

MOMENTOUS  EVENTS. 

Independency  proclaimed.  —  The  New  York  Convention  at  White  Plains.  — 
Reading  of  the  Declaration  at  City  Hall  in  Wall  Street.  —  Hostile  Ships  sail 
UP  the  Hudson.  —  Agitation  of  the  City.  —  Arrival  of  Lord  Howe.  —  Inter- 
course WITH  Washington. —Army  Officers.  —  Battle  of  Long  Island. — The 
Defeat.  -The  Retreat.  —  The  Conference. —Evacuation  of  the  City.  —  Occu- 
pation BY  the  British.—  Battle  of  Harlem  Heights.  — The  Great  Fire  of  1776. 

—  The  March  to  White  Plains.— Advance  of  the  British.  —  Battle  of  White 
Plains.  —  Washington's  Change  of  Position.  —  Death  of  Colden.  —  Capture  of 
Fort  Washington  by  the  British.  —  Disasters.  —  March  through  Neav  Jersey. 

—  General  Charles  Lee.— Crossing  the  Delaware. — Capture  of  Trenton  by 
Washington.  —  The  New  York  Prisons. — Condition  of  the  American  Army. 

"IVT'O  telegraphic  flash  announced  the  final  action  of  the  Continental 
1  \|  Congress  to  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  globe  while  yet  the 
gladdened  throng  outside  the  closed  doors  of  Carpenter's  Hall  in  Phila- 
delphia were  filling  the  air  with  huzzas  in  unison  with  the  joyous  peals 
from  the  State  House  bell.  Solitary  horsemen  and  slow  stages  conveyed 
the  intelligence  to  the  various  towns  and  cities  of  the  land.  It  was  re- 
ceived with  such  public  exultation  that  the  murmurs  of  discontent  and 
disapprobation  were  lost  in  the  general  uproar. 

New  York  received  the  news  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  evening  of  that 
day,  at  the  same  hour  on  which  Nassau  Hall  at  Princeton  was 

July  9.         "^  . 

grandly  illuminated  and  Independency  proclaimed  therefrom  under 
a  triple  volley  of  musketry,  the  Declaration  was  read,  by  order  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the  army  in  New  York  and  vicinity. 
It  was  received  with  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  delight ;  and  amid 
the  ringing  of  bells  and  jubilant  shouts  the  multitude  proceeded  to  the 
Bowling  Green  and  demolished  the  equestrian  statue  of  George  III.,  the 
lead  to  be  run  into  bullets  "  to  assimilate  with  the  brains  of  the  adver- 
sary." As  some  of  the  soldiers  were  implicated  in  this  popular  efferves- 
cence, Washington  the  next  morning  in  his  general  orders  denounced  the 
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proceeding  as  having  the  effect  oi'  a  riot,  and  strictly  Ibrbade  such  irregu- 
larities in  future. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  day  the  newly  elected  Congress  of  New- 
York,  styled  the  "  Convention,"  assembled  in  White  Plains,  General 
Woodhull  presiding,  and  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  immortal  docu- 
ment. Thirty-eight  men  of  sound  and  discriminating  judgment  were 
present,  representing  the  Dutch,  English,  and  Huguenot  elements  of  the 
Province.  They  knew  that  for  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  ultimate 
success  could  only  be  secured  through  years  of  sorrow,  during  which  they 
were  sure  to  be  impoverished,  while  death  stared  from  every  part  of  their 
territory.  The  Morrises  must  abandon  their  fine  estates  to  the  ravages  of 
the  enemy;  Jay  must  prepare  to  see  his  aged  parents  driven  from  the  old 
homestead  at  Ptye  to  wander  and  perish ;  Van  Cortlandt,  Van  Ptensselaer, 
Schuyler,  and  the  Livingstons  must  sacrifice  ancestral  Avealth  and^  cir- 
cumstance, with  all  their  feudal  train,  for  the  democratic  level  of  the  new 
departure;  and  the  sterling  men  from  Tryon  County  must  face  the  scalping- 
knife.  But  they  had  counted  the  cost  dispassionately,  and  with  one  voice 
resolved  to  sustain  the  Declaration,  "at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes." 
They  directed  it  to  be  proclaimed  with  beat  of  drum  in  White  Plains,  and 
in  every  district  elsewhere,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  a  swift  message 
to  their  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  empowering  them  to  vote 
for  the  people  of  New  York.  By  this  decree  the  complete  union  of  the 
old  thirteen  colonies  was  consummated,  and  the  whole  character  of  the 
contest  changed.  A  separate  and  independent  nation  unfurled  its  flag. 
And  New  York  was  declared  a  sovereign  State. 

The  English  ministry  were  confident  of  crushing  New  York  into  sub- 
jection. And  yet,  with  the  cup  of  misery  foaming  at  her  lips.  New  York 
through  her  Convention  boldly  ordered  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
to  be  proclaimed  from  the  City  Hall  in  Wall  Street,  in  the  most  public 
manner,  and  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy's  guns.  This  was  done 
July  18,  thousands  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  "^^ 
county  listening  to  the  reading  of  the  document  with  rapturous  aj^jjro- 
bation.  And  at  the  same  time  the  king's  coat-of-arms  was  brought  from 
the  court- room  and  burned  amid  thrilling  cheers.^ 

This  occurrence  speaks  more  directly  from  the  real  heart  of  New  York, 
in  view  of  the  consternation  which  had  prevailed  in  the  city  for  six 

^  -^  July  17. 

days.   Scarcely  twenty-four  hours  had  elapsed  since  Washington  had 
advised  the  Convention  to  remove  all  women,  children,  and  infirm  persons 
at  once,  as  the  streets  must  soon  be  "the  scene  of  a  bloody  conflict." 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  a  nautical  movement  in  the  harbor 

1   Trijon  to  Lord  Germain,  August  14,  1770  ;  Diary  of  the  Revolution,  271. 
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led  observers  to  suppose  New  York  would  be  immediately  attacked.    Two 
large  ships,  with  three  tenders,  left  their  mooriugs  uear  the  Narrows  and 
bore  down  upon  the  city.     Officers  and  troops  Hew  to  their  alarm-posts 
and  made  ready  for  battle.     Women  with  young  children  in  their  arms 
ran  shrieking  from  the  lower  districts  near  the  Battery,  and  others,  carry- 
ing bundles  and  wringing  their  hands  and  weeping,  quartered  themselves 
alon<r  the  Bowery  Eoad.     The  roar  of  cannon  from  the  various  batteries 
confirmed  every  fear,  the  Americans  having  opened  upon  the  vessels.    The 
decks  of  the  Phcenix  and  the  Rose,  however,  were  protected  with  sand- 
bags, and,  taking  advantage  of  a  fine  wind,  they  sailed  proudly  by  the  city 
unharmed,  replying  with  only  a  few  random  shots  which  crashed  through 
deserted  houses  without  doing  further  injury.    Towards  evening  the  firing 
ceased ;  but  ere  the  supper-hour  arrived,  clouds  of  smoke  from  booming 
guns  in  the  direction  of  the  sullen  fleet  at  Staten  Island  brought  every 
spy-glass  again  into  requisition.     The  enemy  were  saluting  a  ship  of  the 
line  coming  in  from  sea  with  flying  colors.     It  was  the  transport  of  the 
Admiral,  Lord  Howe.     Meanwliile,  horsemen  were   galloping  furiously 
along  the  roads  to  the  north,  bearing  messages  from  Washington  to  his 
generals  in  the  Highlands,  and  also  a  letter  of  warning  to  the  Convention 
at  White  Plains.     The  ships  had  not  been  sent  up  the  Hudson  without 
purpose,  and  whether  to  cut  oft'  Washington's  communication  with  the 
country,  take  soundings  in  the  river,  or  arm  the  Tories  preparatory  to  the 
grand  attack,  it  was  equally  important  to  circumvent  their  enterprise. 
The   posts   in  the  Highlands  were  as   yet   scantily  manned.      General 
Thomas  Mifflin  commanded  the  Philadelphia  troops  stationed  at  Fort 
Washington  and  Kingsbridge,  and  was  immediately  on  the  alert.     At  nine 
o'clock  the  next  morning  an  alarm-gun  from  General  James  Clinton  at 
Fort  Constitution  thundered  through  the  echoing  defiles  of  the  mountains 
opposite,  and  roused  his  brother,  George  Clinton,  who,  after  voting 
■  for  independence  at  Philadelphia  had  hurried  home  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  Counties.     Anticipating  orders, 
the  intrepid  legislator  sprang  into  his  saddle,  and  had  stirred  up  the 
whole  country  along  the  river  by  the  time  Washington's  express  reached 
him.     The  ships  of  war  anchored  themselves  quietly  in  Tappan  Sea, 
where  the  river  is  broad,  and  sent  out  barges  at  night  on  mysterious 
errands.     It  was  surmised  that  they  were  in  communication  with  forming 
companies  of  Tories  on  shore,  and  possibly  bent  on  the  destruction  <  )f  cer- 
tain vessels  of  war  in  progress  of  construction  at  Poughkeepsie.     One  of 
the  able  allies  of  Washington  at  this  crisis  was  Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  of  the  old  and  honorable  colonial  family  who  figured  so  prominently 
in  the  first  century  of  our  history,  and  who  founded  Cortlandt  manor;  he 
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commanded  the  regiment  detailed  to  guard  the  public  stores  at  reekskill. 
He  was  a  brilliant  young  man  of  twenty-seven,  and  proved  a  most  etii- 
cient  officer.  He  was  the  son  ol'  the  proprietor  of  the  manor  at  that  time, 
Pierre  Van  Cortland t,  who  was  soon  to  be  made  the  first  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  New  York  as  a  iState,  the  grandson  of  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  and 
Catharine  De  Peyster,^  and  great-grandson  of  Honorable  IStephanus  Van 
Cortland  and  Gertrude  Schuyler.  Both  father  and  son  had  nobly  declined 
the  offers  of  royal  favors,  honors,  grants  of  land,  etc.,  if  they  would  aban- 
don the  popular  cause,  made  by  Tryon  when  he  visited  them  at  the  old 
manor-house  for  a  few  days  in  1774.  The  younger  Van  Cortlandt  de- 
stroyed a  major's  commission  sent  him  by  Tryon,  and  in  the  service  of 
the  new  nation  acquitted  himself  with  exceptional  ability. 

Lord  Howe's  mission  was  peace.  He  had  no  very  clear  conception  of  the 
actual  condition  of  affairs  in  America,  and  greatly  overestimated  the  extent 
of  his  powers.  He  was  a  manly,  good-natured,  brave,  unsuspicious  noble- 
man, who  thought  to  conciliate  by  overtures,  which  the  able-minded  of 
America  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  corrupt  and  disunite  them.  The  prop- 
ositions he  brought  from  the  ministry  left  untouched  the  original  causes 
of  complaint,  and  virtually  offered  nothing  but  pardon  on  submission. 
He  was  vaguely  authorized  to  ride  about  the  country  and  converse 
with  private  individuals  on  the  subject  of  their  grievances,  and  report 
opinions.  But  he  was  strictly  forbidden  to  treat  with  Congresses,  either 
continental  or  provincial,  or  with  any  civil  or  military  officer  holding 
congressional  commissions.  In  earnest  conference  with  his  brother,  Gen- 
eral Howe,  his  views  were  confirmed  as  to  the  readiness  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  and  of  Connecticut 
even  —  to  prove  their  loyalty,  if  protected. 

His  first  step  was  to  address  a  letter  to  "  George  Washington,  Esq.," 
which  he  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  under  a  flag  of  truce ;  Colonel 
Henry  Knox,  Colonel  Joseph  Eeed,  and  Washington's  private  secretary, 
Samuel  B.  Webb,  went  out  in  a  barge,  meeting  Lord  Howe's  messenger 
at  a  point  about  half-way  between  Staten  and  Governor's  Islands.  The 
officer,  standing,  hat  in  hand,  bowed  low,  and  said  he  was  the  bearer  of  a 
letter  to  "  Mr.  Washington."  Colonel  Ptced,  also  bowing,  with  his  head 
uncovered,  said  he  knew  of  no  such  person.  The  officer  produced  the 
letter.  Colonel  Eeed  said  it  could  not  be  received  with  the  superscription 
it  bore.  The  officer  expressed  much  disappointment,  and  said  Lord  Howe 
lamented  the  lateness  of  his  arrival ;  the  contents  of  the  letter  were  of 
moment,  and  he  wished  it  might  be  received.  Colonel  Eeed  declined 
with  polite  decision,  and  the  parties  separated.     In  a  few  moments  the 

1  Si-e  Vol.  I.,  606,  genealogical  note. 
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officers'  barge  was  put  about  to  inquire  how  "  Mr.  Washington  "  chose  to 
be  addressed.  Colonel  Eeed  replied  that  the  General's  rank  was  well 
known  to  Lord  Howe,  therefore  the  question  needed  no  discussion.  The 
interview  closed  with  courteous  adieus. 

On  the  same  day  Lord  Howe  sent  copies  of  his  declaration  in  circular 
letters  to  the  governors  to  Amboy,  under  a  flag  of  truce ;  these  papers 
fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Mercer,  who  sent  them  to  Washington,  by 
whom  they  were  at  once  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  published  for  tlie 
benefit  of  the  people  who  had  expected  more  and  better  of  England's  com- 
missioners. The  result  was  increased  inflexibility  of  determination,  and 
greater  unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  patriots.  Congress  delayed  no 
lono-er,  but  caused  their  own  great  state  paper  of  the  4th  to  be  engrossed 
and  signed.  Of  this  last  solemn  transaction  a  humorous  incident  is  re- 
lated. Benjamin  Harrison  of  Virginia  (the  father  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  ninth  President  of  the  United  States)  was  a  large,  portly  gentle- 
man, while  Elbridge  Gerry  of  Massachusetts  was  small,  slender,  and  spare. 
As  Harrison  threw  down  the  pen  after  affixing  his  signature  to  the  docu- 
ment, he  turned  to  Gerry  with  a  smile,  saying :  "  When  the  hanging  scene 
comes  to  be  exhibited  I  shall  have  the  advantage  over  you  on  account  of 
my  size.  All  will  be  over  with  me  in  a  moment,  but  you  will  be  kicking 
in  the  air  half  an  hour  after  I  am  gone." 

The  day  following  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  from  the  City  Hall  in 
Wall  Street,  General  Howe  sent  an  officer  with  a  flag  to  learn 

July  19.  ° 

whether  Colonel  Patterson,  the  adjutant-general  of  Lord  Howe, 
could  be  admitted  to  an  interview  with  Washington.  The  request  was 
gi-auted,  and  an  appointment  made  for  the  following  morning.  At  the 
hour  specified,  Colonel  Eeed  and  young  Webb  went  down  the  harbor  to 
meet  Colonel  Patterson,  took  him  into  their  barge,  and  with  much  lively 
conversation  escorted  him  to  the  city.^  The  customary  precaution 
of  blindfolding  was  omitted,  a  courtesy  warmly  acknowledged  by 
the  British  officer.  They  rowed  directly  in  front  of  the  grand  battery, 
and  landing,  conducted  their  guest  to  the  Kennedy  House,  No.  1  Broad- 
way, where  he  was  received  by  Washington  with  much  form  and  cere- 
mony, in  full  military  costume,  "  elegantly  attired,"  with  his  officers  and 
guards  about  him.  Colonel  Patterson  addressed  him  by  the  title  of 
"  Excellency,"  apologized  for  the  commissioners,  who  meant  no  disrespect, 

1  Colonel  Reed  was  thirty -five  years  of  age  at  this  time.  He  was  a  native  of  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  graduated  from  Princeton  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  went  to  England  to  com- 
plete his  studies  prior  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Trenton.  In  1770  he  revisited 
England  and  married  a  daughter  of  Dennis  De  Berdt,  agent  of  Massachusetts.  A  brother  of 
Mrs.  Reed  had  concerted  with  Lord  Howe  before  he  sailed  for  this  country  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  conciliatory  letters  for  several  prominent  Americans. 
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and  produced,  but  did  not  offer,  a  letter  bearing  the  inscription,  "  George 
Washington,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,"  which,  as  it  implied  everything,  it  was 
hoped  would  remove  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  correspondence.  Wash- 
ington replied  that  three  et  ccteras  might  mean  everything,  but  that  they 
also  implied  anything ;  and  that  he  could  not  with  propriety  receive  a 
letter  from  the  king's  commissioners,  addressed  to  him  as  a  private  person, 
when  it  related  to  his  public  station.  Colonel  Patterson  then  attempted 
to  communicate,  as  far  as  he  could  recollect,  the  substance  of  what  was 
contained  in  the  epistle.  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  were  invested  with 
exceedingly  great  powers,  and  were  very  desirous  of  healing  all  difficul- 
ties. Washington  replied  that  he  had  read  their  declaration,  and  found 
they  were  merely  empowered  to  grant  pardons.  The  Americans,  having 
committed  no  wrong,  wanted  no  pardons  ;  they  were  only  defending  what 
they  considered  indisputable  rights.  Colonel  Patterson  seemed  confused, 
and  remarked  that  this  would  open  a  wide  field  for  argument.  He  mani- 
fested great  solicitude  concerning  the  results  of  the  interview,  which  was 
conducted  with  stately  covn-tesy  by  all  concerned.  Washington  invited 
him  to  partake  of  a  collation  prepared  for  him,  and  he  was  introduced  to 
the  general  officers.  After  many  graceful  compliments  he  took  his  leave, 
asking,  "  Has  your  Excellency  no  commands  to  my  Lord  or  General 
Howe  ?  "  "  None,  sir,  but  my  particular  compliments  to  both  of  them," 
was  the  courtly  reply.  General  Howe,  in  writing  an  account  of  this  con- 
ference to  the  ministry,  observed,  "  The  interview  was  more  polite  than 
interesting ;  however,  it  induced  me  to  change  my  superscription  for  the 
attainment  of  an  end  so  desirable,  and  in  this  view  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
not  be  disapproved."  Henceforward  all  letters  from  the  British  comman- 
ders to  Washington  bore  his  proper  title. 

Lord  Howe  was  humiliated  when  the  truth  of  the  actual  and  power- 
less nature  of  his  commissions  entered  his  soul.  He  was  more  than  half 
inclined  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  contained  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, and  relinquish  a  command  which  would  compel  him  to  proceed  by 
force  of  arms  against  a  people  whose  English  privileges  he  respected,  and 
whose  wrongs  he  heartily  desired  to  see  redressed. 

At  this  crisis  all  manner  of  sectional  and  personal  jealousies  were  dis- 
turbing the  even  tenor  of  preparations  for  the  conflict.  The  troops  from 
the  different  Colonies  regarded  each  other  with  curiosity,  which  not  infre- 
quently developed  into  animosity.  Those  wearing  high-colored  uniforms 
fashionably  cut  sneered  at  the  irregulars  in  homespun  tow.  The  officers 
were  more  troublesome  even  than  the  men :  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
where  military  rank  was  sharply  defined,  they  were  mostly  from  the  cities, 
and  of  aristocratic  habits ;  of  Connecticut,  though  men  of  reputation  and 
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wealtli,  they  were  often  elected  by  the  men  out  of  their  own  ranks,  and 
distinguished  only  by  a  cockade.  Then,  again,  pride  of  equality  prevailed 
to  such  extent  that  every  one  insisted  upon  his  own  opinion,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  t|uestiou  the  wisdom  of  those  above  him.  It  required  the  utmost 
tact  and  discretion  to  harmonize  these  bewildering  elements  and  maintain 
the  semblance  of  proper  discipline  over  all. 

A  clash  between  the  two  generals,  Schuyler  and  Gates,  who  had  in 
charge  the  northern  frontier,  caused  anxious  forebodings.  General  Sulli- 
van, who  had  conducted  the  retreat  of  the  American  army  from  Canada, 
was  deeply  hurt  when  Gates,  his  former  inferior  in  rank,  was  appointed 
over  him.  The  command  of  Gates  was  totally  independent  of  that  of 
Schuyler  while  the  army  was  in  Canada.  But  the  moment  it  crossed  the 
line  it  was  within  the  limits  of  Schuyler's  command.  Thus  there  were 
two  generals  in  the  field  with  corresponding  authority  over  the  same 
troops.  A  council  of  war  decided  to  abandon  Crown  Point  and  fortify 
Ticonderoga,  and  for  a  time  the  two  authorities  worked  in  unison  to 
prevent  the  invasion  of  New  York  by  the  British  from  the  north. 

Tidings  from  the  Southern  department  of  the  repulse  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  in  an  attack  upon  Charleston  was  of  a  more  cheering  character. 
General  Lee  wrote  begging  Washington  to  urge  Congress  to  furnish  more 
cavalry.  With  a  thousand  of  this  species  of  troops  he  declared  he  could 
insure  the  safety  of  the  Southern  provinces.  About  the  beginning  of 
August  the  squadron  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  anchored,  as  if  suddenly 
dropped  from  the  clouds,  in  New  York  Bay. 

General  Putnam  was  busy  during  the  hot  days  of  July  in  planning 
a  mechanical  obstruction  to  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  opposite  Fort 
Washington,  which,  however,  practically  came  to  nothing.  A  scheme  for 
destroying  the  fleet  in  the  harbor  with  fire-ships,  proposed  by  Ephraim 
Anderson,  an  adjutant  in  one  of  the  New  Jersey  battalions,  occupied  con- 
siderable attention  about  the  same  time,  but  the  arrival  of  a  hundred  sail, 
with  large  reinforcements  of  Hessians  and  other  foreign  troops  to  "assist 
in  forcing  the  rebels  to  ask  mercy,"  necessitated  its  abandonment.  The 
PJmnix  and  the  Rose,  in  Tappan  Sea,  were  attacked  in  a  spirited  manner 
^^  g  on  the  3d  of  August  by  six  of  Tupper's  row-galleys,  and  a  brisk 
firing  was  kept  up  for  two  hours,  when  the  commodore  gave  the 
signal  to  retire.  An  attempt  at  submarine  navigation  also  awakened  no 
little  interest  during  the  same  period  of  suspense.  David  Bushnell  of 
Saybrook,  Connecticut,  invented  a  novel  machine  for  the  purpose  of  blow- 
ing up  the  entire  British  shipping.  It  was  ingeniously  constructed  of 
pieces  of  oak  timber  with  iron  bands,  the  seams  calked,  and  the  whole 
smeared  with  tar.     It  was  large  enough  for  a  man  to  stand  or  sit  inside. 
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the  top  shaped  to  the  head,  with  thick  ghiss  inserted  for  light ;  it  was 
balanced  with  lead,  and  two  forcing-pumps  managed  by  the  feet  enabled 
its  occupant  to  rise  or  sink  at  pleasure.  It  had  a  rudder,  a  pocket-compass 
fastened  near  a  bit  of  shining  wood  (for  light  at  night),  and  a  glass  tube 
inclosing  cork  for  measuring  depth  of  sea.  It  could  be  rowed  horizontally 
under  water  by  means  of  two  paddles  revolving  upon  an  axletree  in  front 
like  the  arms  of  a  windmill,  and  turned  by  a  crank  inside.  To  its  back  was 
attached  by  a  screw,  an  egg-shaped  magazine  containing  one  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds  of  gunpowder,  also  a  clock,  a  gunlock,  and  a  flint.  The 
withdrawal  of  the  screw  started  the  clock,  which,  after  running  thirty 
minutes,  would  strike  and  fire  the  powder.  The  magazine  was  to  be 
fastened  into  the  bottom  of  a  ship,  the  performer  escaping  while  the  clock 
ticked  out  its  minutes  prior  to  the  explosion.  Ezra  Lee,  of  Lyme,  Con 
necticut,  a  sergeant  under  Parsons,  was  sent  out  one  dark  night  (just  after 
the  retreat  from  Long  Island)  to  make  the  experiment,  a  party  in  whale- 
boats  towing  him  within  easy  distance  of  the  fleet.  He  descended  under 
one  of  the  largest  ships,  but,  owing  to  an  iron  plate  above  the  copper 
sheathing,  could  not  fasten  the  apparatus.  He  tried  to  force  the  screw 
into  the  ship's  bottom  in  various  spots,  until  warned  by  the  light  of  early 
dawn  that  it  was  too  late  for  further  effort  at  that  time.  Then  he  com- 
menced his  perilous  return  of  four  miles  to  the  city,  where  Putnam, 
Parsons,  and  others,  stationed  on  the  wharf  awaited  results.  Off  Gov- 
ernor's Island  he  was  discovered  by  the  British  soldiers,  who  gathered  in 
great  numbers  on  the  parapet  to  watch  his  queer  motions,  and  finally 
rowed  after  him  in  a  barge.  As  an  act  of  defense  he  disconnected  the 
magazine  ;  and  it  exploded  throwing  high  into  the  air  a  prodigious  column 
of  water  with  a  deafening  roar,  which  sent  his  pursuers  paddling  swiftly 
l)ack  from  whence  they  came,  dazed  with  fright. 

The  city  was  like  a  furnace  during  August.  Mrs.  Washington  was  on 
her  way  to  Virginia ;  and  the  other  ladies,  wives  of  the  general  ofi&cers, 
who  had  enlivened  headquarters  by  their  presence,  had  been  sent  out  of 
the  way  of  the  coming  storm.  There  was  sickness  on  every  side ;  soldiers 
from  the  country  were  constantly  falling  ill ;  "  the  air  of  the  whole  town 
seems  infected,"  Avrote  Volekert  Peter  Douw.^    Alarms  were  perpetual.    It 

1  Volekert  Peter  Douw  was  one  of  the  able  .supporteis  of  the  Kevolutioii.  He  was  the 
representative  of  a  substantial  Dutch  family,  the  ancestor  of  whom,  Volekert  Jansen  Douw, 
a  man  of  wealth  and  iniluence,  settled  on  the  Hudson  in  163-8,  whose  descendants  have  inter- 
married with  the  Van  Rensselaers,  Beekmans,  Banckers,  Ten  Broecks,  De  Peysters,  Van  Cort- 
landts,  Livingstons,  and  other  leading  families.  Volekei-t  Peter  was  born  in  1720,  and  died 
in  1801.  He  was  the  Vice-President  of  the  first  New  York  Congress,  and  held  many  impor- 
tant positions  in  social  and  civil  life.  His  father  was  Petrus  Douw,  who  built  the  old  hou.se 
at  Wolvenhoeck  (the  Wolves  Point)  Greenbush,  in  1723,  with  bricks  brought  from  Holland, 
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was  confidently  rumored  that  the  British  intended  to  "put  all  to  the 
sword."  It  was  suspected  that  they  would  attempt  to  surround  Man- 
hattan Island.  Some  of  Washington's  advisers  thought  he  was  only 
endangering  the  army  by  remaining  in  New  York,  and  counseled  evacu- 
ating and  burning  the  city.  John  Jay  regarded  this  course  proper  if  the 
post^could  not  be  held  ;  perched  in  the  Highlands,  the  Americans  might 
baffle  England's  experts  in  the  art  of  war  for  an  indefinite  period.  Con- 
gress, less  gifted  in  warfare  than  in  constructing  an  empire,  abounded  with 
impracticable  resolutions.  New  York  must  be  defended  under  every  dis- 
advantage. To  do  this  it  was  plain  that  the  Heights  of  Brooklyn  must  l.)e 
held,  as  also  Governor's  Island,  Paulus  Hook,  and  the  posts  along  the 
Hudson  —  points  separated  by  water,  and  some  of  them  fifteen  miles 
apart  —  and  the  army  to  be  thus  distributed  numbered  less  than  seven- 
teen thousand,  of  whom  full  one  fifth  were  sick  and  disabled  from  duty. 
Few  regiments  were  properly  equipped,  in  several  the  muskets  were  not 
enough  to  go  round ;  scarcely  six  thousand  of  the  soldiers  had  seen  actual 
service,  and  skilled  artillerymen  were  altogether  wanting.  Before  them 
was  an  armada  outnumbering  in  both  ships  and  men  that  which  Philip  II, 
organized  for  the  invasion  of-  England -in  1588.  It  was  snugly  anchored 
in  a  safe  haven  between  Sandy  Hook  and  Staten  Island,  with  no  possi- 
bility of  being  scattered  by  any  providential  storm.  It  was  a  spectacle 
of  surpassing  brilliancy.  Thirty-seven  men-of-war  and  four  hundred 
transports  formed  a  bristling  forest  of  masts.  Trustworthy  spies  reported 
forty  thousand  disciplined  warriors  (accurately  the  number  was  about 
thirty-five  thousand),  including  the  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  Hes- 
sians purchased  by  King  George  at  the  rate  of  $34.50,  per  man  killed, 
reckoning  three  wounded  as  one  dead. 

In  the  urgency  of  danger  Washington  called  for  volunteers,  however 
brief  their  terms  of  service.  Connecticut  responded  as  best  she  could, 
her  population  being  already  largely  represented.  The  Convention  of 
New  York  called  upon  the  militia  to  form  temporary  camps  on  the  shores 
of  the  Hudson  and  the  Sound,  and  to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy  wherever 
they  were  most  needed.  The  farmers  dropped  their  scythes  and  cycles 
with  surprising  alacrity,  and  manfully  shouldered  their  muskets.  King's 
County,  Long  Island,  being  reputed  a  stronghold  of  Tories,  the  Conven- 
tion ordered  that  any  of  the  militia  in  that  county  refusing  to  serve 
should  be  immediately  disarmed  and  secured,  and  their  possessions  laid 
waste. 

and  his  mother  was  Anna  Van  Rensselaer,  great-granddaughter  of  the  first  Patroon,  and  also 
the  great-gi-anddaughter  of  Anneke  Jans.  His  wife  was  Anna  De  Peyster,  great-granddaugh- 
ter of  .Johannes  De  Peyster. 
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The  situation  was  painful  beyond  language,  embracing,  as  it  did,  all 
the  horrors  of  civil  warfare.  Fathers,  sons,  and  brothers  were  in  a  mul- 
titude of  cases  arrayed  for  battle  against  each  other.  The  efforts  of  the 
British  officers  to  enlist  the  Long- Islanders  in  their  service  was  not  with- 
out its  effect  in  many  districts,  for  with  such  a  formidable  fleet  before 
their  eyes,  what  promise  could  they  see  in  resistance  ?  But  neither  Lord 
nor  General  Howe  had  measured  correctly  the  spirit  of  New  York.  They 
were  to  discover  to  their  sorrow  that  the  influential  families  were  much 
more  numerously  represented  in  the 
"  rebel "  ranks  than  they  had  been 
led  to  expect.  William  Floyd  wrote 
from  Philadelphia  to  the  Convention^ 
in  great  anxiety  concerning  the  escape 
of  his  family  from  Long  Island.  He 
made  earnest  inquiries  about  relatives 
and  personal  friends : 
"What  must  they  sub-  ^i , 

mit  to  ?      Despotism  or  ,  -"^'^    ^  ~^ 

destruction  I  fear  is  their 
fate."  David  Clarkson 
hastily  quitted  his  sum- 
mer residence  in  Flat- 
bush,  taking  refuge  in 
New  Brunswick,  New 
Jersey ;  his  wife  was 
accompanied  by  her  wid- 
owed sister,  Mrs.  David 
Van  Home,  and  five 
handsome,  well-bred  young  lady  daughters.  The  Hessian  soldiers  entered, 
and  amused  themselves  with  plundering  Clarkson's  vacant  home.  They 
discovered  his  choice  imported  wines,  and  exhibited  a  royal  drunken 
frolic  on  the  back  piazza  and  in  the  yards.  This  large  dwelling  was 
subsequently  converted  into  a  hospital  by  the  enemy.  A  trusty  slave, 
in  the  moment  of  danger,  managed  to  secrete  a  large  amount  of  silver 
plate  and  other  family  treasures,  which  were  thereby  preserved  to  later 
generations.  Scarcely  had  Clarkson  heard  of  the  disasters  attending  the 
battle  of  Long  Island,  when  the  great  fire  destroyed  his  elegant  city 
residence  with  all  its  contents,  portraits  and  ancient  relics,  and  he  was 
reduced  from  the  greatest  affluence  to  comparative  penury.  He  had 
still  quite  a  number  of  houses  in  the  city  from  which  he  might  have 
derived  a  tolerable  revenue,  but  his  real  estate  was  seized,  and  he  was 


General  Matthew  Clarkson. 

painting  by  Stuart,  in  possession  of  Matthew  Clarkson.] 
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ke})t  out  of  his  income  until  the  end  of  the  Avar.^  His  two  sons  were  in 
active  service ;  David  was  captain  of  a  company,  under  Colonel  Josiah 
Smith,  to  which  :Mattliew  was  attached  as  a  volunteer,  and  met  the  British 
on  the  27th  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Long  Island.  Matthew  (after- 
wards General)  was  a  youth  of  brilliant  parts,  handsome,  engaging,  and  of 
•••reat  strength  and  beauty  of  character.^    He  was  shortly  promoted,  acquit- 


ting himself  nobly 
half  a  subse(|uent 
useful  and  i)ublic- 


throughout  the  struggle,  and  for  nearly 
century  was  one  of  New  York's  most 
spirited  citizens. 

Washington's  deficiency  in 
fighting  material  at  this  cri- 
sis was  only   equaled  by 
the  lack  of  military  coun- 
sel upon  which  he  could 
rely.      Few  of   his   offi- 
cers were  known  to  have 
superior     capacity     for 
war;     the    majority     of 
them     were     untrained, 
and  some  were  without 


1  See  (Vol.  II.)  pages  34,  35, 
36.     Mr.  Claikson  remained  at 
New  Brunswick  until  the  spring 
of  1777,  when,  through  the  in- 
tervention of  some  of  his  old 
friends  who  had  espoused  the 
Royal  cause,  he  was  permitted 
to  return  to  his  house  in  Flat- 
bush,  leaving  his  "char- 
iot, four-wheeled  chaise, 
chair,  and  sulky"'  on  the 
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Couwenhoven  welcomed 
him  home  by  a  kind  note  of  congratulation,  and  not  only  offered  his  wagon  and  horses  to  help 
him  with  his  family  to  his  seat  in  Flatbush,  but  extended  hospitalities  to  them  all  until 
they  should  be  better  provided  for.  The  Van  Homes  returned  with  the  Clarksons,  and, 
although  avowed  Whigs,  were  treated  with  great  respect  by  the  British  officers.  —  The  Clark- 
sons  of  Nno  York,  Vol.  I.  251  -  258.  The  coat  of  arms  and  autograph  illustrated  in  the 
sketch  were  those  of  Secretary  Matthew  Clarkson,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New  York. 

'^  Smith's  company  was  the  first  to  cross  the  river  on  the  retreat,  and  Matthew  Clarkson 
slept  the  following  night  in  the  deserted  liou.se  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Van  Home,  in  Wall  Street. 
He  shortly  joined  the  family  at  New  Brunswick.  From  here  lie  went  to  the  house  belonging 
to  his  fivther  in  Percepany,  occupied  during  the  summer  by  Governor  William  Livingston 
(whose  vAk  was  the  sister  of  young  Clarkson's  mother  and  Mrs.  Van  Home),  where  he  met 
and  iiiad(!  the  personal  acquaintance  of  General  Gieeiic,  who  recommended  him  to  Wash- 
iiij,'toii,  by  whom  lie  was  appointed  aide-de-camj)  to  Ci'in'ra]  Benedict  Arnold. 
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aptitude  for  the  service.  Greene  was  stationed  at  Brooklyn,  and  engaged 
in  throwing  up  works  with  remarkable  vigor  and  rapidity  ;  but  he  was 
scarcely  thirty-four,  without  experience,  except  in  theory  and  such  as  lie 
had  acquired  at  the  head  of  his  Ehode-Islanders  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  his 
military  judgment  was  crude.  IMifflin  was  about  the  same  age,  of  highly 
animated  appearance,  full  of  activity  and  apparently  of  fire,  but  too  much 
of  a  bustler,  harassing  his  men  unnecessarily.  Knox,  the  artillery  colonel, 
although  brave  as  a  lion,  or  any  braver  thing,  was  only  twenty-six,  and 
fresh  from  a  Boston  bookstore.  Reed  was  thirty-five,  and  invaluable  from 
many  points  of  view,  but  no  veteran  in  the  management  of  battles. 
Heath  was  one  year  under  forty,  and  while  a  born  organizer,  ever  on  the 
alert,  breathing  the  very  spirit  of  control,  and  possessing  a  well-balanced 
mind,  his  qualifications  for  the  field  remained  to  be  proven.  Scott  was 
older,  and  commanded  an  effective  brigade  of  New-Yorkers,  intent  upon 
defending  their  capital  to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood,  but  he  was  more 
valorous  tlian  discreet,  and  violently  headstrong  under  excitement. 
Spencer,  born  on  the  shore  of  the  Connecticut  (at  East  Haddam)  was 
sixty-two,  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  major-generals,  with  experience  in  the 
French  war,  but  he  stood  higher  in  the  esteem  and  good-will  than  in  the 
confidence  of  Washington,  for  his  wisdom  in  great  emergencies  had  not 
yet  been  tested.  Parsons,  the  Lyme  lawyer,  with  less  knowledge  of  the 
practical  application  of  the  theories  of  war,  and  younger  by  twenty-three 
years,  was  much  the  greater  military  genius ;  he  divided  with  the  un- 
tiring Wadsworth  the  honor  of  commanding  the  flower  of  the  Connecti- 
cut soldiery,  but  his  tactics  and  generalship  were  yet  to  be  learned  and 
appreciated.  Wolcott,  a  statesman  of  fifty  ripe  years,  who  had  served 
the  Crown  manfully  during  the  struggle  M'ith  France,  and  whose  capa- 
cious mind  might  have  helped  in  grappling  the  problem  had  he  been 
])resent  in  season,  came  through  the  scorching  heat  and  dust  at  the  last 
moment,  leading  the  several  regiments  hurriedly  raised  by  Governor 
Trumbull  to  assist  in  the  city's  defense.  Stirling  was  also  fifty,  of  fine 
presence  and  the  most  martial  appearance  of  any  general  in  the  army  save 
Washington  himself,  was  quick-witted,  intelligent,  far-seeing,  and  vocifer- 
ous among  his  troops  ;  he  had  had,  moreover,  considerable  military  school- 
ing, but  his  special  forte,  so  far  as  developed,  lay  rather  in  enginery  and 
the  planning  of  fortifications  than  in  the  conduct  of  great  battles.  Nixon, 
of  about  the  same  age,  had  served  at  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  for 
years  subsequent  to  that  event,  fighting  at  Ticonderoga  when  Abercrom- 
bie  was  defeated,  and  in  the  battle  of  Lake  George ;  he  was  wounded  at 
Bunker  Hill,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  was  still  suffering,  and  although 
commanding  a  brigade  his  endurance  of  any  protracted  liardshi])  was  not 
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assured.  Sullivan,  a  lawyer  of  thirty-six,  who  through  the  fearless  exe- 
cution of  certain  important  trusts  won  the  good  opinion  of  Congress  and 
was  appointed  major-general  with  enthusiasm,  had  just  returned  from  an 
expedition  to  the  northern  frontiers,  when  Greene  was  prostrated  by  the 
fever,  whose  place  he  was  deputed  at  once  to  HU ;  but,  although  faithful 
and  brave  in  the  superlative  degree,  he  was  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  geography  of  the  region,  had  no  time  to  study  the  details  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  was  personally  a  stranger  to  the  troops  under  his  new  command. 
And  Putnam,  who  succeeded  Sullivan  four  days  later,  with  the  advantage 
of  experience  in  arms  together  with  twenty  more  years  of  life,  and  possess- 
ing all  the  elements  of  character  except  caution  mast  needed  to  engage 
an  enemy,  was  indifferent  to  strategy,  and  had  little  actual  familiarity 
with  the  destined  scene  of  action. 

The  majority  of  the  subordinate  officers  were  young  men.  Of  those 
afterward  best  known  to  fame,  Hamilton  was  nineteen,  Aaron  Burr 
twenty,  Nicholas  Fish,  Scott's  brigade-major,  eighteen,  Aaron  Ogden 
twenty,  and  Samuel  B.  Webb  twenty-three  ;  while  those  who  occupied 
posts  of  extreme  danger  and  responsibility  (other  than  already  men- 
tioned) were  no  patriarchs  —  McDougall  had  but  just  rounded  his  forty- 
fifth  year,  the  two  Clintons,  guarding  the  Hudson  approaches,  were 
respectively  forty  and  thirty-seven,  and  Van  Cortlandt  and  the  intrepid 
Varnum  were  neither  above  twenty-seven. 

Fellows  was  stationed  on  the  Hudson,  between  Greenwich  and  Canal 
Street.  His  brigade-major,  Mark  Hopkins  (grandfather  of  the  distin- 
guished divine  of  the  same  name,  late  President  of  Williams  College), 
roused   him  from  slumber  on  the   rainy  Sunday  morning  of  the 

^^*  ■  18th,  by  announcing  that  the  Fhcenix  and  the  Bosc  were  coming 
down  the  river  under  full  sail  before  a  strong  northeast  wind.  The 
commanders,  it  seems,  had  enjoyed  very  little  peace  at  their  anchorage 
in  Tappan  Sea,  their  last  annoyance  having  been  a  night  attack  by  tw^o 
fire-ships,  one  of  which  had  grappled  the  Phmnix  and  been  shaken  off 
with  difficulty,  the  other  striking  and  burning  one  of  the  tenders.  To 
the  surprise  of  Putnam,  they  passed  his  sunken  vessels  opposite  Fort 
Washington  without  being  tripped  as  he  predicted,  and  rounded  the 
Battery  unharmed  by  the  guns  along  the  shores.  They  cannonaded  the 
city  as  they  proceeded,  injuring  many  houses ;  one  nine-pounder  entered 
a  dwelling  opposite  the  old  Lutheran  Church  on  Broadway,  dancing 
through  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  family  without  hurting  any  one ; 
and  several  much  larger  balls  tore  down  chimneys,  and  dropped  in 
back  yards  and  gardens  with  stirring  effect.  It  was  fortunately  an 
hour  when  few  people  were  in   the  streets,  and  there  was  little  if  any 
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loss  of  life.  Divine  service  was  attended  in  but  one  of  the  city  churches 
on  that  memorable  Sabbath  —  the  Moravian,  on  Fulton  Street  opposite 
the  North  Dutch  Church. 

New  York  was  in  extreme  agitation.  What  was  to  prevent  the  British 
fleet  from  running  up  the  Hudson  and  landing  in  the  rear  of  the  town  ? 
All  manner  of  rumors  were  rife.  Persons  suspected  of  favoring  the 
enemy  were  treated  with  the  utmost  rigor.  Notwithstanding  the  vigil- 
ance exercised,  farmers  from  Queen's  County  were  carrying  boat-loads  of 
provisions  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  to  the  royal  army,  and  furnishing  all 
the  knowledge  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  campaign.  The  Tories 
who  had  been  disarmed  the  preceding  winter  were  hiding  in  swamps, 
holes,  hollow  trees,  and  cornfields,  or  cruising  in  small  boats  on  the  Sound, 
landing  and  sleeping  in  the  woods  at  night,  and  taking  to  the  water  again 
in  the  morning.  John  Harris  Cruger,  one  of  Tyron's  counselors,  whose 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Oliver  De  Lancey,  was  concealed  for  three  weeks 
upon  a  mow  in  a  farmer's  barn.  Theophylact  Bache,  fifth  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  attempting  to  preserve  neutrality,  found  him- 
self not  only  an  object  of  suspicion,  but  in  a  most  delicate  position.  His 
only  brother,  Eichard,  had  married  tlie  daughter  of  Franklin,  and  was 
strong  in  sympathy  with  the  Revolutionists.  On  the  other  hand,  his  wife's 
sister  was  married  to  Major  Moncrieff,  an  officer  in  the  king's  service.^ 
Mrs.  Moncrieff  was  ill  at  his  house  in  Flatbush,  and  a  letter  addressed  to 
her  husband  without  signature  was  intercepted  and  accredited  to  Bache. 
He  was  summoned  before  the  Committee,  and,  instead  of  obeying,  wrote 
protesting  that  he  had  disregarded  no  order  of  Congress,  Continental  or 
Provincial,  nor  was  it  his  intention,  but  the  distress  of  Mrs.  Bache  and  his 
numerous  family,  occasioned  by  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  necessitated  his 
exertions  to  "  save  them  from  the  horrible  calamities  of  the  approaching 
conflict."  Presently  he  was  warned  that  a  band  of  "  Tory-hunters  "  were 
on  their  way  to  capture  him,  and  escaped  in  the  night  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt.  They  had  serious 
adventures  :  Van  Cortlandt  was  concealed  in  a  cow-house  for  ten  days, 
the  conscientious  Dutch  farmer  Avalking  backwards  when  he  carried  him 
his  meals,  in  order  to  l:)e  able  to  swear  that  he  had  not  seen  liim.  Both 
gentlemen  at  last  reached  the  British  lines  on  Stateu  Island  in  safety. 

On  Wednesday  a  thunder-storm  of  unparalleled  severity  hung  over  the 
city  from  seven  to  ten  in  the  evening ;  four  men,  three  of  whom 
were  army  officers,  were  killed  by  lightning,  and  several  others 

1  See  Vol.  I.  760  (genealogical  reference  in  note)  ;  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt  was  of  the 
Yonkers  branch  of  the  Van  Coitlandts,  the  son  of  Frederick  Van  Cortlandt  and  Frances  Jay, 
and  thus  the  first  cousin  of  John  Jay.     See  Vol.  I.  GOO,  607,  note. 
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injured;  uumerous  buildiugs  aud  trees,  and  one  vessel  at  the  dock,  were 
struck,  the  thunder  roaring  in  a  continuous  peal  for  hours.  In  the  midst 
of  the  tempest  the  ever-watchful  William  Livingston  upon  the  Jersey 
shore,  having  sent  a  spy  into  the  enemy's  camp  on  Staten  Island  at  mid- 
night the  day  before,  despatclied  by  messenger  a  letter  written  in  all 
haste  to  Washington  with  the  intelligence  that  twenty  thousand  troops 
had  embarked  for  a  movement  upon  New  York.  A  copy  of  the  com- 
munication was  at  once  forwarded  to  the  Convention  at  White  Plains. 


Aug.  22. 


Sketch  of  Battle-Ground. 

The  next  morniug  tlie  booming  of  cannon  was  heard,  and  columns  of 
smoke  were  descried  arising  from  the  direction  of  Gravesend,  Long 
Island.  Three  frigates,  Phoenix,  Rose,  aud  Greyhound,  had  taken 
their  stations  as  covering-ships  for  the  landing,  and  before  noon  the  roads 
and  plains  in  and  about  Gravesend  and  New  Utrecht  were  thronged  with 
scarlet  uniforms  and   glittering   with   burnished    steel.     Colonel   Hand,i 

1  Edward  Hand  was  a  native  of  Clydutl',  King's  Count}',  Ireland  ;  he  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1774,  intending  to  practice  his  profession, — -that  of  a  surgeon.  He  joined  the  army 
at  the  outset  of  the  Revolution,  and  remained  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1777 
he  was  made  a  brigadier-general.  He  was  thirty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  of  fine  martial  figure,  and  distinguished  among  the  officers  for  his  noble  horse- 
manship. After  the  war  he  held  offices  of  civil  trust,  was  a  member  of  the  Congress  of 
1784-8.0,  and  his  name  is  affixed  to  the  Pennsylvania  constitution  of  1790. 
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stationed  upon  heights  near  what  is  now  Fort  Hamilton,  watched  the 
scene  with  interest,  and  fell  back  with  his  command,  driving  before  him 
what  cattle  he  could,  and  setting  hre  to  haystacks  and  provender  along 
the  route,  taking  position  finally  upon  a  hill  commanding  the  central 
road  leading  from  Flatbush  to  Brooklyn.  Eegiment  after  regiment 
crossed  over  from  New  York  to  meet  the  foe.  Sullivan  was  on  the  win"-, 
and  threw  out  detachments  in  various  directions  to  guard  the  passes 
through  the  natural  depressions  of  the  woody  ridge  of  hills,  of  which 
there  were  four  within  six  miles  from  the  harbor.  Lord  Cornwallis 
advanced  rapidly  to  seize  the  central  pass;  but,  finding  Hand  and  his 
riflemen  ready  for  a  vigorous  defense,  took  post  for  the  night  in  the  village 
of  Flatbush. 

The  Convention  at  White  Plains  was  summoned  that  afternoon  at  a 
somewhat  unusual  hour  by  "  the  ringing  of  the  bell."  Livingston's  letter 
to  Washington  had  arrived,  and  was  presented  by  Jolm  Sloss  Hobart, 
who  informed  the  gentlemen  that  the  landing  had  already  been  effected. 
Information  from  Livingston  that  the  British  army  "  had  eaten  up  all  the 
cattle  on  Staten  Island,  and  were  now  killing  and  barreling  the  country 
horses  for  food,"  induced  the  Convention  to  resolve  upon  a  plan  to  hinder 
meat  supplies ;  Woodhull,  the  president,  was  in  control  of  the  militia  of 
Long  Island,  and  was  at  once  directed  to  proceed  with  a  troop  of  horse  to 
points  eastward  of  the  British  encampment,  and  remove  or  kill  stock, 
burn  barns,  and  destroy  mills,  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  might  demand, 
and  as  far  as  practicable  prevent  foraging  incursions.  He  was  to  depend 
for  his  force  chiefly  upon  the  militia  of  Suffolk  and  Queen's  counties; 
although  Washington  was  requested  to  order  Smith's  and  Eemsen's 
regiments  to  his  assistance.  But  these  regiments  were  unable  to  reach 
him,  as  the  sequel  proved. 

For  some  reason  unaccountable  to  the  Americans  the  British  did  not  push 
forward  on  the  23d  as  anticipated.  General  Howe  issued  a  proclamation 
to  the  people  of  Long  Island  offering  jorotection  and  favor  if  they  would 
drop  tlieir  rebellious  arms,  presumably  forced  \\\Km  them  by  their  leaders, 
and  was  surprised  at  the  limited  number  who  responded.  On  the  24th 
this  OTeat  military  host,  one  of  the  finest  and  best  oiflcered  ever 

Aug.  24. 

sent  out  of  Great  Britain,  remained  a])parently  idle,  stretched 
along  the  country  on  the  flats  beyond  the  chain  of  wooded  hills.  Hand 
with  his  riflemen  still  guarded  the  chief  Central  Pass,  having  thrown  up 
a  redoubt ;  and  detachments  numbering  in  all  some  twenty-five  hundred 
were  scattered  along  the  thicket  for  full  six  miles — distant  from  the  lines 
at  Brooklyn  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  miles.  Washington  was  aston- 
ished and  chagrined  at  the  uumilitary  and  irregular  proceedings  of  his 
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troops  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  which  he  discovered  on  his  visit  of 
inspection  during  the  day  on  Saturday.  Detachments  skirmished  with 
the  vanguard  of  the  enemy  without  orders  and  wdth  little  method,  and 
others,  scarcely  better  than  marauding  parties,  robbed  dwellings,  barns, 
and  hen-roosts,  and  burned  the  houses  of  friend  and  foe  alike.  He  issued 
severe  orders  for  the  suppression  of  such  lawless  conduct,  and  sent  Put- 
nam to  supersede  Sullivan,  as  better  able,  in  his  judgment,  to  harmonize 
the  diverse  elements  of  which  the  army  was  composed.  And  to  Sullivan, 
with  Stirling  as  his  second,  was  assigned  the  command  of  the  troops  out- 
side the  lines. 

These  lines,  extending  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  were  defended 
by  ditches  and  felled  trees,  the  counterscarp  and  parapet  fraised  with 
sharpened  stakes.  Sunday  the  25th  and  Monday  the  26th  Avere  busy, 
anxious,  watchful  days  for  tlie  American  generals,  and  the  troops  were 
continually  at  their  alarm-posts.  Howe  had  miscalculated  the  opposing 
force,  and  believed  he  was  to  contend  with  at  least  forty  thousand ;  hence 
his  plan  of  attack  was  elaborate.  Had  he  known  what  is  now  so  clear  to 
posterity,  that  not  over  seven  thousand  men  ht  for  duty  were  in -the 
American  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  (the  numbers  were  swollen 
by  the  regiments  ordered  over  from  New  York  on  the  following  day),  he 
might  have  exercised  less  caution  with  greater  success.  His  own  com- 
plete force,  including  officers,  was  twenty-one  thousand,  outnumbering  the 
Americans  three  to  one.^ 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Hand  and  his  riflemen, 
who  had  been  on  almost  constant  duty  for  six  entire  days,  were  relieved, 
and,  returning  to  the  lines,  dropped  upon  the  wet  ground  to  sleep. 
"  Even  now  the  army  of  King  George  was  in  motion.  The  advance 
was  by  three  distinct  columns.  It  was  arranged  that  a  squadron  of  five 
ships  under  Sir  Peter  Parker  should  divert  attention  by  menacing  the  city 
of  New  York  in  the  early  morning.  Meanwhile  Major-General  Grant, 
moving  along  the  coast  road  near  the  Narrows,  was  to  feign  an  attack  upon 
the  Americans  in  that  quarter,  and  De  Heister  with  his  Hessians,  was  to 
force  the  Central  Flatbush  Pass  at  a  given  signal ;  the  third  division, 

1  Authorities  consulted  in  writing  tbis  brief  description  of  the  Battle  of  Long  Island  in- 
clude, Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States  :  Stiles' s  History  of  the  City  of  Brooklyn  ;  Jones's 
History  of  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary  War ;  Johnson's  Campaign  of  1776  around 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  ;  Thomjjson's  History  of  Long  Island  ;  Irving' s  Life  of  Washington  ; 
Moore  s  Diary  of  the  American  Revolutimi ;  Sparks' s  Life  of  Washington  ;  Morse's  Revolu- 
tion :  Lord  Mahon's  History  of  England ;  Nash's  Journal ;  Heath's  Memoirs ;  Journals  of 
the  New  York  Convention;  New  York  Revolutionary  Papers ;  Neio  York  in  the  American 
Revolution ;  Force  ;  Gordon ;  Dunlap ;  together  with  biographical  sketches,  private  letters, 
and  documents  too  numerous  to  cite. 
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really  the  main  body,  —  a  column  ten  thousand  strong,  —  comprising  the 
choicest  battalions,  and  led  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Lord  Percy,  and  Lord 
Cornwallis,  and  accompanied  by  General  Howe  himself,  made  a  long 
detour  of  nine  miles  in  the  dead  of  night,  guided  by  farmers  of  the  region, 
to  the  Jamaica  Pass.  The  intention  was  to  interpose  itself  between  the 
wooded  hills  and  the  lines  before  an  alarm  could  be  sounded,  thereby 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  scattering  detachments.  Tents  were  left 
standing  and  camp-fires  burning,  to  deceive  the  American  guards  in  the 
heights  above.  The  march  was  conducted  in  strict  silence,  and  the 
great  hostile  body  as  it  moved  along  in  the  darkness  irresistibly  swept 
into  its  grasp  every  human  being  within  its  reach  who  might  perchance 
give  information.  The  first  glimpses  of  early  dawn  were  not  yet  per- 
ceivable, when,  removing  fences  and  taking  a  short  cut  across  the  fields,  the 
column  halted  in  the  open  lots  in  front  of  Howard's  tavern,  now  standing 
at  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  the  Jamaica  turnpike,  a  little  to  the 
southeast  of  the  winding  defile,  which  was  guarded  only  by  a  mounted 
patrol  of  five  officers.^  These  guards  were  on  the  Jamaica  road  a  little 
below,  listening  for  signs  and  sounds  of  the  enemy  (never  dreaming  it 
could  slip  across  lots  so  quietly)  and  were  almost  immediately  discov- 
ered and  captured ;  thus  was  the  only  obstacle  on  the  Jamaica  route 
through  the  Pass  removed.  The  innkeeper  and  his  son  were  com- 
pelled to  guide  the  British  around  to  the  road  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
to  be  unguarded.  About  nine  o'clock  De  Heister,  who  had  been  firing 
random  guns  without  stirring  from  his  post,  to  the  great  perplexity  of 
Sullivan  as  he  moved  along  the  ridge  with  four  hundred  of  his  men 
inspecting  the  situation,  heard  two  heavy  signal  guns  and  knew  that 
Howe  and  his  ten  thousand  had  gained  the  rear  of  the  Americans.  He 
at  once  ordered  Donop  to  carry  the  Pass,  and  the  Hessians  swarmed  up 
from  the  Flatbush  plains  with  drums  beating  and  colors  flying.  The 
troops  in  the  hills  were  apprised  of  the  trap  which  had  been  sprung  upon 
them  by  the  same  fiery  mouthpiece.  They  were  wedged  in  with  walls 
of  steel  and  fire  on  both  sides.  Ptetreat  was  the  only  alternative.  But 
how  ?  At  the  redoubt  in  the  Central  Pass  there  was  little  opposition, 
and  it  was  quickly  occupied  by  the  exultant  Hessians.  The  riflemen  had 
turned  to  engage  the  British,  who  were  advancing  with  fixed  bayonets,  and 
fought  with  unparalleled  bravery,  but  were  thrown  back  upon  the  Hessians. 
Miles,  Wyllys,  Cornell,  and  other  officers,  with  their  little  handfuls  of 
men  at  different  points  (numbering,  all  told,  less  than  two  thousand), 
made  herculean  effort  to  reach  roads  that  were  the  only  possible  avenue 

1  Gerrit   Van  Wagenen,   Jeroninms    Hooglaiid,   Robert  Troui),    Edward    Diuisconib,  and 
Lieutenant   Gilliland. 
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to  the  lines,  rimuiug  in  squads  and  fighting  as  they  ran  along  the  rough 
slopes ;  but  the  roud  they  sought,  when  reached,  was  a  scarlet  mass  of 
warriors,  by  whom  they  were  hurled  back,  like  their  comrades,  upon  the 
Hessians.  The  scene  was  too  terrible  for  description.  If  we  may  credit 
the  enemy's  account  of  the  struggle,  the  Hessians  had  been  purposely  told 
that  the  rebels  had  resolved  to  give  no  quarter  —  to  them  in  particular ; 
thus  they  bayoneted  without  discretion.  The  fury  upon  both  sides  was 
extreme.  The  enemy  were  amazed  at  the  valor  of  men  struggling  against 
such  overwhelming  numbers.  For  two  hours  the  hills  echoed  with  shouts 
and  cries.  Some  succeeded  in  cutting  their  way  through  and  reaching 
the  lines,  others  fell  or  were  captured ;  among  the  latter,  after  fighting 
with  great  heroism,  was  Sullivan  himself. 

A  little  before  noon  another  signal-gun  conveyed  to  Grant  in  the  coast 
road  —  his  line  reaching  into  the  Greenwood  hills  —  the  intelligence  that 
Cornwallis  liad  reached  ground  in  the  rear  of  Stirling  and  Parsons,  with 
whom  Grant  had  been  playing  an  artillery  duel  ever  since  he  drove  in 
the  pickets  at  early  dawn.  Stirling,  ordered  by  Sullivan  to  check  the 
progress  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  had  made  a  stand  on  the  ridge 
about  the  site  of  what  is  now  Twentieth  Street,  his  force  not  exceeding 
sixteen  hundred.  Grant  was  seven  thousand  strong,  including  two  com- 
panies of  New  York  loyalists.  Parsons,  with  Atlee's  and  Huntington's 
regiments,  embracing  some  three  hundred  men,  was  detailed  by  Stirling 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  overlapping  him  on  the  left,  and  fought  upon  a 
hill  further  on  between  which  and  himself  there  was  a  great  unprotected 
gap.  Stirling  was  unaware  of  the  web  that  was  being  spun  and  the 
scenes  transpiring  elsewhere ;  with  his  men  formed  in  battle  array  he  had 
for  four  hours  maintained  an  invincible  front  against  the  perpetual  fire 
of  Grant,  who,  in  obeying  orders,  made  only  threatening  forward  move- 
ments until  notified  that  the  flanking  columns  were  masters  of  the  inner 
field.  No  message  came  to  Stirling  of  Sullivan's  defeat.  No  relief,  or 
orders  for  withdrawal,  reached  him  from  headquarters,  the  British  having 
intervened  in  such  numbers  as  to  render  communication  impossible. 

Now  with  one  simultaneous  rush  the  devoted  party  were  attacked  on 
three  sides,  and  Stirling's  eyes  were  quickly  opened  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  nearly  surrounded  by  a  vastly  superior  force.  The  Gowanus  marsh 
and  creek,  here  at  its  widest,  separated  him  from  the  only  way  of 
retreat  to  the  lines,  the  roads  being  all  occupied  by  the  enemy.  With 
soldierly  self-possession  he  ordered  the  main  part  of  his  command  to 
attempt  the  perilous  crossing  as  best  they  could;  and  to  protect  the  men 
while  they  forded  or  swam  the  waters  which  the  rising  tide  was  rendering 
every  moment  less  and  less  passable,  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
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about  three  hundred  gallant  Marylanders  and  dashed  upon  Coruwallis, 
who  was  posted  in  the  old  Cortelyou  house.  The  attack  was  so  spirited 
that  they  drove  the  advanced  guard  back  upon  the  house  and  held  the 
position  for  some  minutes,  then  withdrew  beyond  a  bend  in  the  road; 
but  only  to  gather  strength  for  a  renewed  attack.  Again  and  again  this 
heroic  band  rallied  about  their  general  and  returned  to  the  encounter; 
they  charged  upon  the  house,  once  driving  the  gunners  from  and  seizin^ 
■  their  pieces  within  its  shadow,  and  seemed  on  the  very  point  of  dislodg- 
ing Cornwallis,  but  with  prudence  equal  to  their  courage  retired  swiftly 
as  fresh  troops  came  running  in  great  numbers  to  his  aid.  Furthermore, 
Stirling  saw  that  his  main  object  was  accomplished.  The  rest  of  his 
command  were  on  the  safe  side  of  the  creek,  conducting  twenty-three 
prisoners  to  the  lines  and  holding  up  proudly  the  wet  and  tattered  colors 
of  Smallwood's  regiment,  under  the  protection  of  Smallwood  himself, 
w^ho  had  come  out  to  meet  them  and  prevent  pursuit.  A  few  had  been 
drowned  in  wading  and  swimming  the  angry  waters,  but  the  number  did 
not  exceed  eight,  two  of  whom  were  Hessian  prisoners.  Stirling  had 
sacrificed  himself  and  party  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  with  less  loss  of 
life  than  tradition  records,  although  scores  of  brave  men  fell  in  the  ter- 
rible charge  of  the  three  hundred.  With  the  survivors  Stirling  fled  into 
the  hills,  but  nearly  all  were  captured  ;  he  eluded  pursuit  until  he  could 
reach  tlie  Hessian  corps,  where  he  surrendered  his  sword  to  De  Heister, 

Parsons,  meanwhile,  was  surprised  to  discover  that  the  line  whose 
flank  he  had  been  protecting  for  hours  was  no  longer  there.  Stirling  had 
not  informed  him  of  his  sudden  action,  as  no  messenger  could  pass  the 
gap  under  such  a  fire.  Tluis  he  must  retreat  without  orders,  but  Corn- 
wallis had  complete  command  of  the  road.  In  short,  he  was  hemmed  in 
on  every  side.  He  turned  into  the  woods,  and  some  of  his  men  escaped  ; 
but  the  greater  part,  including  Atlee,  were  captured.  He  hid  in  a  swamp, 
and  with  seven  men  made  his  way  into  the  American  lines  at  daylight 
next  morning. 

The  ships  of  the  British  line  which  were  intended  to  menace  New  York 
during  this  attack  were  battled  by  a  strong  headwind.  Only  one  vessel, 
the  Roebuck,  was  able  to  reach  a  point  where  it  could  play  upon  the  fort 
at  Eed  Hook.  Washington  had  remained  in  New  York  until  satisfied 
there  could  be  no  immediate  attack  upon  the  city,  then  hastened  to  the 
lines  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  just  in  time  to  witness,  with  anguish,  the 
disasters  the  reader  has  already  learned.  Before  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
nouu  the  battle  was  over.  The  British  were  in  possession  of  the  outer 
line  of  defense,  and  the  Americans  were  within  the  fortified  camp  on  the 
Brooklyn  peninsula. 
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The  victory  shed  little  glory  on  British  arms.  Both  England  and 
America  were  astonished  that  Howe,  with  an  army  of  such  proportions 
and  by  dint  of  an  apparently  overwhelming  manoeuvre,  had  not  totally 
annihilated  the  scattering  outposts!  The  Americans  were  seldom  en- 
gaged less  than  iive  to  one,  and  were  compelled  to  fight  in  front  and  rear 
under  every  disadvantage.  Considering  the  circumstances,  they  behaved 
admirably  along  the  wliole  five  miles.  Had  they  been  military  experts, 
they  would  doubtless  have  surrendered  without  contesting  the  ground 
inch  by  inch,  since  notliing  was  to  be  gained  by  such  a  sacrifice.  The 
struggle,  however,  taught  a  lesson  to  the  foe  which  greatly  influenced 
coming  events.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was,  all  told  —  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners  —  about  one  thousand,  of  whom  three  fourths  were  pris- 
oners.i  Howe  reported  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dead.  Thus  were 
more  even  of  the  British  than  Americans  slain.  Of  American  officers 
killed  were,  Caleb  Parry  from  Pennsylvania,  of  Stirling's  command,  a 
gentleman  of  polisli  and  culture,  descended  from  an  ancient  and  honor- 
able family  long  seated  in  North  Wales ;  Philip  Johnston,  son  of  Judge 
Samuel  Johnston  of  New  Jersey,  a  gentleman  of  education,  an  officer  of 
fine  presence,  and  one  of  the  strongest  men  in  the  army,  who  fell,  near 
Sullivan,  while  leading  his  men  to  the  charge ;  Joseph  Jewett  of  Lyme, 
Connecticut,  an  officer  much  beloved,  "  of  elegant  and  commanding  ap- 
pearance, and  of  unquestionable  bravery  " ;  and  Harmanus  liutgers  from 
New  York,  of  the  ancient  and  well-known  Rutgers  family,  whose  seat 
was  upon  the  East  River  near  Jones  Hill. 

Howe's  generals,  Clinton,  Cornwallis,  and  Vaughan,  are  said  to  have 
pressed  for  leave  to  storm  at  once  the  fortifications,  but  he  shook  his 
head,  saying,  "Enough  has  been  done  for  one  day."  His  troops  proceeded 
to  dine,  after  which  they  spread  their  tents  scarcely  a  mile  from  the 
Americans,  their  sentries  stationed  one  fourth  of  a  mile  away.  Towards 
evening  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  sprung  up  from  the  northeast.  There 
was  little  or  no  sleep  in  the  American  camp.  They  had  no  tents,  no  fires, 
nor  any  opportunity  for  cooking,  and  the  men  working  in  the  trenches 
were  up  to  their  waists  in  water.  The  next  day  there  was  some 
firing  between  the  two  camps,  but  heavy  rains  kept  the  enemy 
chiefly  under  temporary  shelter.  However  Howe  was  intending  to  carry 
the  lines,  whether  by  assault  or  direct  approach,  he  was  manifestly  favored. 

1  This  statement  seems  to  be  absolutely  correct.  It  was  "Wasliington's  orij,niial  estimate, 
made  from  the  list  of  names  handed  in  by  the  commander  of  each  regiment  eiigagetl  in  the 
fight  ;  many  of  these  lists  are  preserved  {Force,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  III.),  and  by  compari- 
son with  other  official  reports  prove  the  facts,  notwithstanding  the  widely  different  account 
given  by  Howe,  and  accepted  by  various  histoiians. 
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In  the  rear  of  the  Americans  was  a  river  half  a  mile  broad  swept  by  swii't 
tides.  He  could,  when  the  wind  changed,  easily  encircle  them  by  a  Heet, 
thereby  cutting  off  all  connection  with  New  York. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  rain  was  still  pouring  in  torrents. 
Neither  Washington  nor  his  generals  had  taken  rest  since  the 
■  battle.  Should  the  enemy  succeed  in  penetrating  the  lines,  or  the 
fleet  in  commanding  the  crossing,  they  were  lost.  Hence  was  planned 
and  executed  the  famous  retreat  from  Long  Island,  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable military  events  in  history. 

As  soon  as  it  was  resolved  to  withdraw  the  troops,  boats  and  every 
species  of  water-craft,  large  and  small,  upon  both  sides  of  Manhattan 
Island  to  the  Harlem  River,  were  impressed  into  service  for  the  coming 
night,  with  the  utmost  despatch  and  secrecy.  These  were  placed  under 
the  management  of  John  Glover,  who  commanded  a  regiment  of  Marble- 
head  fishermen,  the  best  mariners  in  the  world.  To  prepare  the  army  for 
a  general  movement  without  betraying  its  purpose,  orders  were  issued  for 
each  regiment  to  parade  with  accoutrements  at  seven  o'clock  in  front  of 
their  encampments,  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice ;  the  impression 
was  given  that  many  of  them  were  to  be  relieved  by  battalions  from 
Mercer's  New  Jersey  command,  and  other  changes  made,  while  some  in- 
ferred that  a  night  attack  upon  the  enemy  was  contemplated  and  hastened 
to  make  nuncupative  wills.  During  the  afternoon  such  heavy  rain  fell  as 
could  hardly  be  remembered.  Washington's  anxiety  and  unceasing  vigi- 
lance kept  him  continually  in  the  saddle,  drenched  and  dripping,  without 
having  closed  his  eyes  in  sleep  for  forty-eight  or  more  hours.  JMifHin  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  rear-guard,  —  chosen  men  from  Hand's, 
Smallwood's,  Haslet's,  Shee's,  Magaw's,  and  Chester's  regiments,  who  were 
to  remain  nearest  the  enemy  to  the  last.  The  withdrawal  commenced 
with  the  first  deep  darkness  of  the  cloudy  evening.  As  one  regiment 
moved  in  silence  towards  Fulton  Ferry,  another  was  changed  quietly  to 
fill  the  gap.  They  tramped  through  the  "  mud  and  mire  "  with  their 
luggage  —  guns,  ammunition,  provisions,  "pots  and  kettles"  —  upon  their 
shoulders,  the  artillery  men  dragging  cannon,  and  carts  and  horses  and 
cattle  being  pushed  along  with  as  much  celerity  as  the  soft  condition  of  the 
well-soaked  soil  would  allow.  There  were  some  vexatious  delays ;  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  hushed  hurry,  in  the  dead  of  night,  a  cannon  went  off 
(cause  unknown)  with  tremendous  roar,  startling  the  Americans,  but  failing 
to  alarm  the  British.  A  serious  blunder  in  conve3ang  a  verbal  message 
also  created  a  whirlwind  of  excitement  among  an  interested  few  for  a 
brief  time.  Washington,  standing  on  the  ferry  stairs  about  two  .o'clock 
in  the  morning,  sent  Alexander  Scammel,  Sullivan's  brigade-major,  now 
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serving  as  aid  to  the  commauder-in-chief  (who  had  been  a  law  student  of 
Sullivan's  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war),  to  hurry  forward  the 
troops  already  on  the  n\arch.  Misunderstanding  orders,  he  started 
Miltlin  with  his  entire  command  for  the  ferry,  where  all  was  in  confusion 
owing  to  the  turning  of  the  tide  and  the  inability  of  the  sail-boats  to 
make  headway.  Washington  met  the  party,  and  in  terms  indicative  of 
acute  distress  expressed  his  fear  that  the  mistake  had  ruined  the  whole 
scheme.  Mifflin  and  party  promptly  faced  about  and  reoccupied  the 
lines  which  had  been  completely  vacated  for  an  hour,  without  discovery 
by  the  enemy.  It  was  daylight  when  they  were  finally  summoned  to  the 
ferry,  but  a  friendly  fog  came  np,  so  dense  that  a  man  could  scarcely  be 
discerned  six  yards  away ;  thus  they  marched  without  detection,  leaving 
their  camp-fires  smoking.  Washington  refused  to  step  into  his  barge 
until  the  entire  force  had  embarked.     At  seven  in  the  morning 

Aug.  30.  .  >      . 

Howe  learned  to  his  chagrin  that  an  army  of  nine  thousand  troops, 
with  all  their  munitions  of  war,  had  successfully  retired  from  a  position 
in  front  of  his  victorious  legions  so  near  that  ordinary  sounds  could  be  dis- 
tinctly heard !  However  he  may  have  surprised  the  Americans  by  his 
night  manceuvre  of  the  27th,  he  was  now  as  much  more  surprised  as  the 
movement  of  Washington  was  conducted  with  greater  military  skill. 

Yet  it  was  a  retreat.  And  there  were  plenty  of  people  to  murmur  and 
complain.  Disappointment  makes  men  captious.  Why  was  the  Jamaica 
Pass  left  unguarded  ?  Why  did  Washington  go  to  Brooklyn  at  all  ?  WhO' 
was  responsible  for  the  surprise  and  defeat  ? 

Neither  was  General  Howe  applauded  by  England  for  his  apparent 
conquest.  Why  did  he  not  run  up  the  Hudson  and  land  in  the  rear  of  the 
rebels,  instead  of  wasting  so  much  time  on  Long  Island  ?  And  when  he 
M-as  engaging  the  rebels  on  the  27th,  M^hy  did  not  Lord  Howe  move  with 
his  fleet  into  the  East  Piiver,  and  thereby  end  the  war  ? 

For  the  next  two  days  New  York  presented  a  cheerless  picture.  Wet 
clothes  and  camp  equipage  were  strewed  along  the  sidewalks  in  front 
of  the  houses  or  stretched  in  yards  to  dry.  Squads  of  weary-looking 
soldiers  were  moving  to  and  fro,  but  not  a  sound  of  drum  or  fife  was  heard. 
Men  were  going  home  in  groups  and  companies.  They  were  farmers 
chiefly,  who  had  left  their  grain  half  cut  in  the  fields,  and  were  present 
on  short  enlistments.     Their  example  was  disheartening  and  contagious. 

The  same  opinion  prevailed  tln-oughout  the  American  army  as  in  the 
British  councils,  that  there  was  now  little  or  nothing  to  prevent  Howe  from 
landing  and  extending  his  lines  from  river  to  river  across  Manhattan 
Island,  thereby  cooping  up  the  patriots,  without  means  of  exit  even  by  the 
sea.     The  loss  of  three  prominent  generals,  Sullivan,  Stirling,  and  Wood- 
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hull,  was  depressing  in  the  extreme.  The  two  fonner  were  prisoners  in  the 
British  camp.  They  were  treated  with  respect,  dining  daily  with  the  two 
brothers.  Lord  and  General  Howe.  Woodhull  had  been  captured  on  the 
evening  of  the  28th  at  Carpenter's  tavern,  near  Jamaica,  where  he  had  taken 
refuge  from  a  thunder-storm.  He  had  written  to  the  Convention  on  the  same 
morning  that  his  men  (less  than  one  hundred)  and  horses  were  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  that  Smith  and  Eemson  could  not  join  him,  connnuuication 
being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  and  that  he  must  retire  unless  he  had  assist- 
ance ;  concluding  his  letter  with  the  remark,  "  I  hope  the  Convention 
does  not  expect  me  to  make  brick  without  straw."  He  was  surprised  by 
a  party  of  several  hundred  of  the  enemy  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  him,  and 
surrendered  his  sword ;  after  which  he  attempted  to  escape  over  a  board 
fence  in  the  darkness,  but  was  discovered  by  the  sentries  and  severely 
wounded  through  blows  inflicted  upon  his  head  and  arms  with  a  cutlass 
and  bayonet,  from  which  injuries  he  died  three  weeks  later.^  He  was 
allowed  to  send  for  his  wife,  at  the  same  time  requesting  her  to  bring 
with  her  all  the  money  in  her  possession  and  all  that  she  could  procure,, 
which  he  distributed  among  the  American  prisoners  to  alleviate  their  suf- 
ferings —  the  last  generous  act  of  his  useful  and  honored  life. 

Washington  attempted  to  restore  order  and  confidence  by  reorganizing 
the  army.  It  was  obvious  that  the  city  was  untenable.  The  enemy 
were  strengthening  the  works  on  Brooklyn  Heights.  Their  heavy  vessels- 
were  anchored  near  Governoi''s  Island,  within  easy  gunshot  of  the  city, 
the  American  garrison  at  that  point  and  at  Eed  Hook  having  been 
safely  withdrawn  the  night  alter  the  battle.^     They  were  also  throwing 

1  Jones' s  History  of  New  York  during  the  Revol-utionary  War,  Vol.  II.  332  ;  Notes  to  Jones'^ 
Historyhy  Edward  F.  De  Laucey,  with  contemporary  documents,  etc.,  Vol.  II.  592-612. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  various  statements  concerning  the  capture,  injuries,  and  death 
of  General  Woodhull  leads  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  text.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Jr.,  was 
an  officer  of  the  17th  Light  Dragoons,  the  capturing  party,  and  has  by  a  succession  of 
writers  been  charged  with  inflicting  the  wounds  from  which  Woodhull  died.  It  is  claimed 
by  his  family  that  he  always  indignantly  denied  the  accusation.  Thompson  and  others  write 
that  he  came  up  in  time  to  save  AVoodhull  from  instant  death.  Judge  Thomas  Jones,  author 
of  the  lecently  published  history  which  throws  new  light  upon  these  incidents,  was  a  contem- 
porary writer,  lived  on  Long  Island,  his  sister  was  the  wife  of  Eichard  Floyd,  first  cousin 
of  Mrs.  Woodhull,  and  the  two  ladies  were  warm  friends  before  and  after  the  general's  death  ; 
thus  he  had  every  opportunity  of  knowing  the  circumstances.  He  was  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York,  as  indeed  had  been  his  father  before  him,  and  the  head  of  the  Jones 
family  of  Queen's  County  ;  his  wife  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Lieutenant-Governor  James  De 
Lanceyi—  sister  of  Mrs.  William  Walton  —  and  first  cousin  of  tlie  Oliver  De  Lancey  mentioned. 

2  Jones,  censuring  the  English  generals,  writes  :  "  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  (unac- 
countable 'as  it  is)  a  detachment  of  the  rebel  army  went  from  New  York  with  a  number  of 
boats  and  carried  off  the  troops,  the  stores,  artillery  and  provisions  without  the  least  inter- 
ruption whatever,  though  General  Howe's  wliole  army  lay  within  a  mile  of  the  place,  and  his. 
brother,  the  Admiral,  with  his  fleet,  covered  the  bay  at  a  little  distance  below  the  island." 
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\\Y>  fortifications  on  the  Long  Island  shore  at  intervals  as  ^av  as  tlie  nioutli 
of  the  Harlem  Eiver.  On  the  2d  of  September,  just  at  evening, 
Sept.  2.  ^  forty-gun  man-of-war  swept  between  Governor's  Island  and 
Long  Island,  past  the  batteries  on  the  East  River,  which  might  as  well 
have  fired  at  the  moon  for  all  the  harm  they  could  do  her,  and  anchored 
in  Turtle  Bay,  near  the  foot  of  what  is  now  Forty-seventh  Street. 
Through  the  skillful  attack  of  a  detachment  of  Washington's  artillery 
the  ship  was  compelled  to  change  her  position  to  the  shelter  of  Black- 
well's  Island.  Several  war  vessels  suddenly  made  their  debut  in  the 
Sound,  having  gone  round  Long  Island.  Visions  of  red-hot  bullets  and 
showers  of  shells  in  the  streets  of  Xew  York  dismayed  even  the  brave. 
Resistance  would  be  impossible  should  the  enemy  come  upon  the  city 
from  the  North,  with  men-of-war  encircling  the  Battery. 

A  situation  more  delicate  and  full  of  risk  could  hardly  be  imagined. 
The  evacuation  and  burning  of  New  York  was  discussed  freely  as  a 
matter  of  military  policy.  Washington  submitted  to  Congress  the  ques- 
tion "  If  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  the*  town,  shall  it  stand  as  winter- 
quarters  for  the  enemy  ? "  on  the  very  day  that  the  British  war  vessel 
made  her  successful  trip  up  the  East  River.  Congress  replied  that  "  no 
damage  should  be  done  to  the  city  of  New  York,  as  it  could  undoubt- 
edly be  recovered  even  should  the  enemy  obtain  possession  for  a  time." 
There  was  no  cessation  of  exertion  with  the  spade  and  pickaxe  to  render 
Manhattan  Island  a  stronghold;  and  the  army,  dispo.sed  in  three  divisions, 
under  Putnam,  Spencer,  and  Heath,  stretched  its  attenuated  line  from  the 
Battery  to  Harlem  and  Kingsbridge,  Putnam  guarding  the  city  proper 
and  the  East  River  approaches  to  Fifteenth  Street.  All  military  stores, 
however,  not  in  actual  immediate  demand,  were  being  quietly  removed, 
as  fast  as  conveyances  could  be  procured,  to  a  post  partially  fortified  at 
Dobb's  Ferry. 

Days  slipped  by  and  the  enemy  made  no  further  advance.  They  were 
fearful  of  precipitating  the  destruction  of  the  richest  city  in  America. 
And  as  Washington's  appeal  to  Congress  and  its  response  were  not  borne 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  or  in  coaches  propelled  by  steam,  there  was 
ample  time  for  the  expression  of  much  diverse  opinion  among  the  military 
and  civil  authorities,  before  the  sense  of  the  supreme  government  was 
known.  Putnam  urged  an  immediate  retreat  from  the  city,  as  one  por- 
tion of  the  army  might  at  any  moment  be  cut  off  before  the  other  could 
support  it,  the  extremities  of  the  lines  being  sixteen  miles  apart.  Mercer 
said,  "  We  should  keep  New  York,  if  possible,  as  the  acquiring  of  it  will 
give  eclat  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  afford  the  soldiers  good  quarters, 
and  furnish  a  safe  harbor  for  their  fleet."    Greene,  from  his  sick-bed,  wrote  : 
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"  Abandon,  by  all  means,  the  city  and  island.  They  should  not  be  put  in 
competition  with  the  general  interests  of  America.  There  is  no  object  to 
be  obtained  by  holding  any  position  below  Kingsbridge.  I  would  burn 
the  city  and  suburbs  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  barracking  their  whole 
army  together  and  of  profiting  by  a  general  market."  Scott  was  of  the 
same  mind,  although  the  city  contained  his  entire  possessions.  Iieed 
wrote  to  his  wife,  on  the  6th,  "  We  are  still  here,  in  a  posture  somewhat 
awkward.  We  think  (at  least  I  do)  that  we  cannot  stay,  and  yet  we  do 
not  know  how  to  go,  so  that  we  may  be  properly  said  to  be  between  hawk 
and  buzzard."  John  Jay  had  long  since  advocated  the  burning  of  the 
city ;  and  Wolcott  quoted  precedents  where  invading  armies  had  been 
starved  and  ruined  by  the  laying  waste  of  the  countries  upon  which 
they  had  built  their  hopes.  Heath,  Spencer,  and  George  Clinton  were 
unwilling  that  a  place  should  be  abandoned  which  had  been  fortified  with 
such  great  cost  and  labor,  and  never  wavered  for  a  moment  in  their 
advice  to  hold  the  city. 

On  the  7th  a  council  of  general  officers  met  at  Washington's  head- 
quarters, at  the  Richmond  Hill  House,  to  decide  upon  some  general  course 
to  be  adopted.  The  majority  voted  for  defense,  believing  that  Congress 
wished  the  point  to  be  maintained  at  every  hazard.  On  the  10th  Con- 
gress resolved  to  leave  the  occupation  or  abandonment  of  the  city  entirely 
at  Washington's  discretion.  The  next  day  Greene  and  six  brigadiers 
petitioned  Washington  to  call  a  council  of  war  to  reconsider  the  decision 
of  the  7th.  He  did  so  on  the  12th,  when  ten  generals  voted  to  evacuate, 
and  three  —  Heath,  Spencer,  and  George  Clinton  —  to  defend. 

This  was  but  one  of  innumerable  instances  in  which  George  Clinton 
displayed  his  natural  boldness  of  character  and  unflinching  nerve.  He 
was  a  man  whose  iron  will  never  failed  him  in  an  emergency.  He  was 
called  arbitrary  and  cruel.  The  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  school  in 
which  he  found  himself  He  had  no  pity  for  those  whom  he  regarded 
as  open  enemies,  and  he  treated  them  with  severity.  And  yet,  per- 
sonally, his  heart  was  tender  and  kind.  Henceforward,  during  the  next 
twenty-six  years,  we  shall  find  him  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  annals  of 
New  York.  He  became  the  first  governor  after  the  organization  of  the 
State,  and,  in  reference  to  those  who  would  have  guided  the  British  on 
to  victory,  an  avenging  power.  "  Not  one  of  the  men  on  the  American 
side  in  the  Eevolution,"  writes  Edward  Floyd  De  Lancey,  "great  and 
brilliant  as  many  of  them  were,  could  ever  have  retained,  as  he  did, 
the  governorship  of  New  York  by  successive  elections  for  eighteen  years." 
Mrs.  George  Clinton  was  a  lady  of  Dutch  parentage,  well  educated,  and 
of  exceptional  strength  and  balance  of  character.     She  was  about  his  own 
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ao-e.  Her  father  was  a  man  of  influence  and  fortune,  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  Kingston.  Her  brother,  Christopher  Tappan,  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  Kingston  and  clerk  of  the  corporation.  The  Tappan  family 
were  related  to  nearly  all  the  people  of  importance  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kingston.  Thus  George  Clinton's  early  political  life  began  under  favor- 
able auspices,  and  his  legal  acumen  and  strong  common-sense  enabled 


Governor  George  Clinton.  Mrs.  George  Clinton. 

[Fac-simile  copy  of  miniature  portraits  executed  when  the  governor  was  about  forty  years  of  age  ; 
in  possession  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Cornelius  Van  Rensselaer.] 

him  to  master  many  an  after  problem  without  wasting  time  in  consulta- 
tion. He  said  councils  made  men  cowards.  In  adopting  the  surest  and 
most  certain  means  to  attain  his  objects,  he  became  the  terror  of  all  the 
adversaries  of  the  Revolution,  but  even  they  rarely  accused  him  of  injus- 
tice, and  never  of  revenge.^ 

While  these  events  were  transpiring  in  New  York,  Lord  Howe  was 
taxing  his  ingenuity  to  devise  some  method  by  which  he  could  negotiate 
a  peaceful  adjustment  of  the  strife.     He  had  no  disposition  to  destroy  New 

1  See  (Vol.  II.)  page  74.  Charle.s  Clinton,  the  father  of  George  Clinton,  removeil  to 
America  in  1729,  landing  at  Cape  Cod  ;  and  in  1730  formed  a  permanent  and  flourishing  .set- 
tlement in  Ulster  County,  New  York,  which  he  called  Little  Britain.  He  was  of  English 
descent  ;  his  grandfather  was  William  Clinton,  an  officer  in  the  army  of  Charles  I.,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  famous  family  of  the  Earls  of  Lincoln  :  after  the  dethronement  of  his 
monarch  he  went  to  France,  thence  to  Spain,  and  to  Scotland  where  he  married  a  lady  of  the 
family  of  Kennedy  ;  after  which  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Ireland  ;  his  only  son,  James,  while 
in  England  to  recover  the  patrimonial  estate  married  the  daughter  of  an  army  officer.  Charles 
Clinton,  the  .son  of  James,  born  1690,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alexander  Denniston. 
He  was  a  man  of  education  and  property,  built  a  substantial  home  in  Little  Britain,  pos- 
sessed a  well-selected  library,  became  a  surveyor  of  note,  a  judge  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
County  of  Ulster,  and  colonel  of  the  militia,  doing  good  service  with  his  regiment  at  the 
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York,  uor  to  proceed  harshly  against  a  people  whose  independent  notions 
he  admired  and  honored.  He  was  hampered  by  his  instructions,  unable 
to  shape  a  message  which  would  be  accepted  by  Congress  or  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  its  army ;  thus  he  took  advantage  of  his  prisoner, 
General  Sullivan,  sending  him,  on  parole,  with  a  verbal  message  explana- 
tory of  his  wishes  as  well  as  lack  of  power  to  treat  with  Congress  as  a 
legal  body,  and  earnestly  requesting  a  conference  with  some  of  its  mem- 
bers as  private  persons. 

Sullivan  reached  Philadelphia  September  2,  and  made  known  his 
errand.  Congress  was  for  a  time  divided  in  opinion.  Hot  debates  occu- 
pied full  three  days,  before  Sullivan  was  on  his  return  journey  to  the 
British  camp,  conveying  an  answer  to  this  effect :  "  Congress  cannot  with 
propriety  send  any  of  its  members  in  a  private  capacity  to  confei'  with 
Lord  Howe ;  but,  ever  desirous  for  peace,  they  will  send  a  committee  of 
their  body  to  learn  whether  he  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  persons 
authorized  by  Congress  for  that  purpose,  and  to  hear  such  propositions  as 
he  may  think  fit  to  make."  The  committee  chosen  were  Dr.  Franklin, 
John  Adams,  and  Edward  Eutledge.  Several  letters  were  exchanged 
between  Lord  Howe  and  Dr.  Franklin  in  relation  to  a  place  of  meeting, 
which  was  fixed  finally  at  the  Old  Billopp  manor-house  on  Staten  Island, 
opposite  Perth  Amboy. 

It  was  then  a  two  days'  journey  from  Philadelphia  to  Amboy.  The 
cdmmittee  started  on  the  9th,  John  Adams  on  horseback,  and  Dr.  Franklin 
and  Rutledge  in  old-fashioned  chairs.  The  taverns  along  the  way  were 
so  full  of  soldiery  en  route  for  the  defense  of  New  York,  that  these  digni- 
taries could  hardly  obtain  admission.  The  second  night  they  staid  in 
New  Brunswick,  Franklin  and  Adams  being  obliged  to  share  the  same 
bed,  in  a  little  narrow  chamber  with  one  small  window.  Adams  was  an 
invalid,  and  afraid  of  the  night  air.  "  Don't  shut  the  window,"  exclaimed 
Franklin,  as  he  saw  Adams  with  his  hand  on  the  sash,  "  we  shall  be  suf- 
focated." "  I  cannot  run  the  risk  of  a  cold,"  said  Adams,  bringing  down 
the  sash  in  an  imperative  manner.     "  But  the  air  within  the   chamber 

capture  of  Fort  Frontenac.  He  was,  in  short,  a  man  endowed  with  many  talents,  and  of 
great  dignity  and  respectability.  He  had  seven  children,  but  the  two  sons  best  known  to 
fame  were  James,  born  1736,  and  Geo7-ge,  born  1739.  James  married  first,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Egbert  De  Witt  ;  second,  JMrs.  Mary  Gray.  The  third  son  of  James  Clinton  and  Mary 
DeWitt  was  the  famous  De  AVitt  Clinton.  George  Clinton  (first  Governor  of  New  York,  and 
for  eight  years  Vice-President  of  the  United  States)  married,  in  1769,  Cornelia  Tappan  of 
Kingston,  and  their  children  were,  Catherine,  who  married  General  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
son  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  ;  Cornelia  Tappan,  who  married  Citizen 
Edmond  Charles  Genet ;  George,  born  in  1778,  who  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Hon.  William 
Floyd  ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  ]\Iatthias  B.  Tallmadge  ;  Martha  AV.,  who  died  young  ;  Maria, 
who  married  Dr.  Stephen  Beekman. 
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will  soon  be,  and  indeed  is  now,  worse  than  that  without  doors.  Come,, 
open  the  window  and  come  to  bed,  and  I  will  convince  you.  I  believe 
you  are  not  acquainted  with  my  theory  of  colds  ? "  "I  have  read  some  of 
your  letters,  which  are  inconsistent  with  my  experience,"  said  Adams, 
opening  the  window,  and  leaping  into  bed,  curious  to  hear  an  elucidation 
of  what  seemed  to  him  a  paradox.  The  philosopher  commenced  a  lecture 
which  lulled  his  audience  into  repose,  and  just  as  he  was  dwelling  upon 
the  amount  of  air  per  minute  which  the  human  body  destroys  by  respira- 
tion and  perspiration,  and  showing,  by  a  train  of  subtle  reasoning,  that 
through  the  breathing  of  impure  air  we  imbibe  the  real  cause  of  colds,, 
not  from  without  but  from  within  doors,  he  fell  asleep  himself.  The 
next  morning  they  reached  the  beautiful  shore  opposite  Staten  Island  at 
an  early  hour.  Lord  Howe's  barge  was  there  to  receive  them,  and  a  gen- 
tlemanly officer  told  them  he  was  to  remain  subject  to  their  orders, 
*^*""'  as  hostage  for  their  safe  return.  "This  is  childish,"  said  Adams, 
turning  to  Franklin  ;  "  we  want  no  such  pledge."  Franklin  and  Eutledge 
were  of  the  same  mind.  They  accordingly  told  the  officer  that  if  he  held 
him.self  under  their  direction,  he  must  go  back  to  his  superior  with  them 
in  the  barge,  to  which  he  bowed  assent,  and  they  all  embarked.  Howe 
walked  toward  the  shore  as  the  barges  approached,  and  perceiving  his  officer 
with  the  committee,  cried  out :  "  Gentlemen,  you  make  me  a  very  high 
compliment,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  will  consider  it  the  most 
sacred  of  things." 

He  shook  hands  warmly  with  Franklin,  who  introduced  his  com- 
panions, and  they  all  moved  towards  the  house,  between  the  lines  of  sol- 
diery which  had  been  drawn  up  so  as  to  form  a  lane,  conversing  pleasantly 
together.  One  of  the  largest  apartments  had  been  converted,  with  moss, 
vines,  and  branches,  into  a  delightful  bower,  and  here  a  collation  of  "  good 
claret,  good  bread,  cold  ham,  tongues,  and  mutton  "  was  immediately  served. 
After  this  Lord  Howe  opened  the  conference,  expressing  his  attachment  to 
America,  and  his  gratitude  for  the  honors  bestowed  upon  his  accomplished 
elder  brother,  who  was  killed  at  Lake  George  in  the  expedition  against 
the  French  eighteen  years  before,  declaring  that  "  should  America  fall  he 
should  feel  and  lament  it  like  the  loss  of  a  brother."  Franklin  bowed 
with  graceful  ease,  and  replied,  smiling  blandly,  "  Aly  lord,  we  will  use 
our  utmost  endeavors  to  spare  you  that  mortification."  Howe  stated  his 
position  in  flowing  language,  and  asked  the  gentlemen  if  they  were 
willing  to  lay  aside  their  distinction  as  members  of  Congress,  and  con- 
verse as  individuals  upon  the  outline  of  a  plan  to  stay  the  calamities  of 
war.  They  assented ;  Adams  exclaiming,  with  characteristic  impetu- 
osity, "  Your  lordship  may  consider  vie  in  what  light  you  please.     Indeed, 
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I  should  be  -willing  to  consider  myself  for  a  few  moments  in  any  character 
which  would  be  agreeable  to  your  lordship,  except  that  of  a  British  subject." 
The  couversation  was  conducted  as  among  friends  for  four  hours.  But 
it  came  to  nothing,  except  so  far  as  it  strengthened  the  patriots.  Howe 
was  found  to  be  wholly  devoid  of  authority  to  treat  with  the  colonies  in 
their  present  condition.  And  the  committee  were  only  commissioned  to 
obtain  this  knowledge.  Neither  party  could  make  propositions  or  prom- 
ises. They  separated  with  the  utmost  show  of  courtesy,  Howe  saying,, 
as  he  bade  them  adieu,  "I  am  sorry,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  had  the 
trouble  of  coming  so  far  to  so  little  purpose." 

To  a  man  of  Howe's  temperament  tlie  situation  at  this  moment  must 
have  been  one  of  torture.  He  was  sad  and  silent  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  The  next  morning  industry  in  every  department  of  the  British 
army  indicated  a  speedy  movement  upon  New  York.  While  the  com- 
mittee were  traveling  through  New  Jersey  dust  slowly  back  to  Phila- 
delphia, discoursing  at  intervals  upon  the  lack  of  discipline  among  the 
troops  they  encountered  at  the  inns.  New  York  was  in  a  ferment.  The 
news  had  already  begun  to  fly  from  mouth  to  mouth  that  the  city  was  ta 
be  evacuated.  Horses,  vehicles,  and  water-craft  were  employed  in  transfer- 
ring military  equipments  and  stores  to  Kingsbridge.  It  is  said  that  nine- 
teen twentieths  of  the  inhabitants  had  already  removed  from  the  town,  but 
there  were  still  enough  left  to  cause  great  embarrassment.  Some  would 
remain  in  any  event,  partly  from  want  of  means  to  remove,  or  a  place  of 
refuge,  and  partly  from  a  sense  of  coming  protection.  But  others  hurriedly 
prepared  to  abandon  their  homes  and  go  into  exile.  On  the  13th  four 
ships  sailed  past  the  American  batteries,  keeping  up  an  incessant  fire,  and 
anchored  in  the  East  Kiver.  Six  thousand  of  the  British  were  already 
quartered  upon  the  islands  near  the  mouth  of  the  Harlem  Eiver,  and 
ere  sunset  of  the  14th  were  joined  by  several  thousand  additional  troops. 
An  immediate  landing  at  Harlem  or  Morrisania  was  predicted.  Wash- 
ington sprang  into  his  saddle  as  soon  as  the  messenger  came  with  this- 
last  intelligence,  and  rode  in  hot  haste  to  Harlem  Heights. 

Chroniclers  of  the  times  catalogued  the  events  of  these  two  or  three 
days  as  they  would  an  invoice  of  crockery :  "  Nothing  remarkable  hap- 
pened ;  still  getting  ready  to  retreat."  Like  some  portraits,  the  drawing  is 
chiefly  in  outline  without  color  or  shading.  Yet  the  British  were  changing 
position  and  neariug  the  shore  on  Long  Island.  Their  guns  and  those  of 
the  ships  in  the  East  Eiver  were  heard  continually.  Citizens  and  sol- 
diers were  running  hither  and  yon  with  pale  faces,  performing  their 
allotted  duties  with  nervous  energy.  Cal'ts  were  laden  as  fast  as  pro- 
cured, and  driven  hurriedly  to  boats  or  over  the  long  tedious  roads  to  the 
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North.  Effects  were  swiftly  packed  and  households  scattered.  Forts 
were,  as  far  as  practicable,  dismantled.  Bells  were  removed  from  the 
churches  and  public  buildings  and  secreted.  Brass  knockers  were  taken 
I'rom  the  doors  of  the  houses  (by  order  of  the  Convention)  weighed, 
valued,  and  registered,  then  deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  Several  bodies  of  troops  marched  to  the  upper  part  of  Manhattan. 
Washington  took  supper  on  Saturday  night  (the  14th)  at  the  Apthorpe 
Mansion,  where  at  a  late  hour  the  expedition  of  Nathan  Hale  into  the 
enemy's  camp  for  trustworthy  information  was  planned. 

Sunday  morning  dawned  upon  a  tired  city.  There  had  been  no  ces- 
sation of  labor  during  the  night.  The  removal  of  the  sick  and 
Sept.  15.  .^^.Q^^j-j^ig^i^  numbering  several  thousand,  had  consumed  much  time, 
and  disheartening  delays  had  resulted  from  the  scarcity  of  proper  con- 
veyances. Yet  everything  thus  far  had  been  conducted  with  consum- 
mate method,  and  men  unschooled  in  war  had  exhibited  the  self-control 
of  veterans.  With  the  rising  of  the  sun  a  fresh  source  of  alarm  was 
visible.  Three  ships  of  war  were  sailing  defiantly  by  the  Battery  into 
the  Hudson  Ptiver.  Nash  writes,  "They  fired  smartly  at  the  town." 
Eev.  Mr.  Shewkirk  said  one  ball  struck  the  North  Church  ;  and  that  it 
was  "  unsafe  to  walk  the  streets."  It  was  not  known  where  these  ships 
would  anchor,  but  they  were  presumably  destined  to  meet  the  line  upon 
the  western  shore  which  the  British  were  about  to  throw  across  the 
island  above  the  city.  Of  course  there  could  be  no  further  removal  of 
army  stores  by  water. 

Two  roads  intersected  Manhattan  lengthwise ;  of  which  the  "  Old 
Boston  Pioad "  on  the  general  line  of  Third  Avenue,  and  bearing 
west  of  Fifth  Avenue  by  a  crooked  way  through  McGowan's  Pass,  was 
the  grand  highway.  The  Bloomingdale  road,  a  continuation  of  Broad- 
way, leaned  towards  the  Hudson  after  reaching  Sixtieth  Street,  and 
wound  along  the  picturesque  region  of  hills  and  vales  known  by  the 
beautiful  descriptive  name  of  Bloomingdale,  past  the  Apthorpe  Mansion, 
terminating  as  a  legal  highway  at  Adam  Hoagland's  house,  about  One 
Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Street,  —  although  it  was  continued  through  his 
estate  as  a  farm-road  to  Manhattanville.  It  was  connected  with  the 
old  Boston  or  Kingsbridge  road  by  a  narrow  public  way  from  Hoagland's 
house,  running  nearly  at  right  angles.  These  two  chief  thoroughfares 
were  intersected  at  various  points  by  local  roads,  private  avenues  to 
property,  and  farmer's  lanes. 

Attention  was  soon  diverted  from  the  ships  in  the  North  Eiver  to 
motions  in  the  East  Eiver.  "  Five  men-of-war  suddenly  spread  their 
wings  and  anchored  within  fifty  yards  of  the  American  breastworks  at 
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Kip's  Bay  (near  Thirty-fourth  Street)  and  commenced  a  well-directed 
and  incessant  cannonading  to  "  scour  the  grounds "  in  that  vicinity. 
The  occupants  of  Kip's  mansion  took  refuge  in  tlie  cellar.  Presently 
eighty-four  flat-bottomed  boats  laden  with  troops  in  bright  scarlet  drifted 
into  view  from  Newtown  Creek,  giving  tlie  broad  bosom  of  the  river  the 
appearance  of  a  clover-bed.  This  brilliant  scene  was  watched  by  Scott 
and  his  New-Yorkers  on  the  Stuyvesant  estate  near  Fifteenth  Street,  and 
by  Wadsworth  and  Selden  with  their  forces  at  Twenty-third  Street. 
Putnam's  division  was  ordered  to  retreat  at  once  from  the  lower  town, 
but,  although  abandoning  heavy  cannon  and  a  quantity  of  provision, 
were  too  seriously  encumbered  with  families  and  baggage  to  move  expe- 
ditiously, and  would  certainly  be  captured  unless  the  landing  could  be 
delayed  ;  lience  Parsons  and  Fellows  were  sent  with  their  brigades  on  a 
run  to  support  Douglass  with  his  few  militia-men  at  Kip's  Bay.  They 
were  just  in  time  to  see  tlie  first  company  of  British  troops  from  the 
flotilla  ascend  the  slope,  while  thousands  were  ready  to  follow  in  their 
footsteps  ;  and  also  to  witness  the  flight  of  the  soldiers  who  manned  the 
works.  This  was  hardly  cowardice,  although  it  has  been  so  stigmatized 
by  military  officers  and  historical  writers  ever  since  that  memorable 
morning.  It  was  well  known  that  the  city  was  not  to  be  defended. 
Had  such  a  handful  of  troops  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  it  would  have 
been  a  mere  exhibition  of  foolhardiuess,  as  useless  as  unjustifiable.  Noth- 
ing was  to  be  gained  l)y  it.  Douglass  gave  the  order  to  retreat,  but  not 
until  it  became  im])ossible  to  remain  in  the  works,  which  were  acknowl- 
edged by  all  ])arties  the  least  defensible  of  any  along  the  whole  East 
EiA'er  shore.  Obliged  to  cross  an  unprotected  space  "  scoui-ed  by  cannon- 
balls  and  grape-shot,"  the  men  dispersed,  running  swiftly  toward  the  Old 
Boston  or  Post  Eoad,  the  enemy  firing  and  pursuing  them. 

Near  Thirty-sixth  Street  and  Fourth  Avenue  stood  the  residence  of 
Eobert  Murray  amid  extensive  grounds,  —  designated  on  tlie  map  as 
"  Inclenberg."  To  the  north  of  it  a  cross-road,  nearly  on  the  line  of 
Forty-third  Street,  connected  the  Old  Boston  with  the  Bloomingdale 
road.  A  cornfield  belonging  to  the  Murray  estate  flourished  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Grand  Central  Depot,  extending  east  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  —  the  Old  Boston  Eoad  here  being  about  on  the  line  of  Lexington 
Avenue.  At  this  point  Washington  on  his  four-mile  gallop  from  the 
Apthorpe  Mansion  encountered  the  men  in  retreat  from  Kip's  Bay.  They 
were  in  dust  and  confusion,  and  in  the  hasty  judgment  of  the  moment 
"  in  disgrace."  Here  also  came  up  the  almost  breathless  recruits  of  Par- 
sons and  Fellows,  who  had  scarcely  halted  in  their  run  from  Ccjrlear's 
Hook,  and  who  had  been  nearly   headed   off  before    they  could    s])i'ing 
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into  the  cornfield  and  through  it  reach  the  cross-road.  The  red  foe 
suro-ino-  over  the  bluff'  could  be  seen  through  the  foliage  already  in 
possession  of  the  highway.  Washington  in  a  frenzy  of  excitement  rode 
up  and  down  trying  to  rally  the  troops  into  line  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  British,  in  which  he  was  gallantly  aided  by  Parsons  and  other 
officers.  But  the  attempt  was  fruitless.  And  having  not  a  moment  to 
lose  he  ordered  the  troops  to  continue  their  retreat,  and  spurred  away 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  Harlem  Heights,  as  it  was  possible  for  the 
enemy  to  land  in  that  vicinity  at  the  same  time  as  elsewhere. 

Meanwhile  Scott,  Selden,  and  others  on  the  East  Piiver  below  Kip's 
Bay  saw  the  wisdom  of  immediate  escape,  since  the  British  would 
naturally  stretch  across  the  island  above  them  without  delay.  Scott 
reached  Putnam's  moving  column  on  the  Bloomingdale  road  with  his 
command  in  safety;  but  Selden  and  party  collided  with  a  body  of 
Hessians  on  their  way  to  the  city  by  the  Boston  road,  near  the  corner  of 
Twenty-third  Street  and  Third  Avenue,  and  after  some  sharp  firing  in 
which  four  Hessians  were  killed  and  eight  wounded,  he  was  made  prisoner.^ 

1  Howe  to  Germain,  September  21,  1776.  Colonel  Samuel  Selden  was  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  accomplished  men  of  his  generation.  Possessing  a  large  estate  on  the  banks  of 
the  Connecticut,  a  hou'iestead  of  his  own  erection  (in  1760)  which,  bearing  the  traces  of  good 
taste  and  the  refined  knowledge  of  how  to  live  comfortably,  is  still  standing,  the  father  of  thir- 
teen children,  and  past  fifty,  with  impaired  health,  he  ignored  all  personal  interests  in  devo- 
tion to  the  common  cause,  and  accepted  a  colonelcy  of  Conne<!ticut  levies  after  —  like  Silliman, 
Douglass,  and  others  —  first  advancing  the  funds  to  equip  his  regiment.  He  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Deborah  Dudley  Selden,  and  the  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  the  two 
Governors  Dudley  of  Massachusetts,  who  it  is  well  known  were  of  the  best  blood  of  England. 
He  was  born  January  11,  1723.  After  his  capture  he  was  conveyed  to  the  Citv  Hall  in 
"Wall  Street  and  confined  in  the  "Debtors'  prison"  on  the  upper  floor.  But,  prostrated  by 
the  heat  and  exertions  of  the  day,  he  was  attacked  with  fever,  from  which  he  died  on  Friday, 
October  11.  Some  British  officers,  learning  of  his  illness,  caused  him  to  be  conveyed  to  more 
comfortable  quarters  in  the  "  Old  Provost,"  and  he  was  attended  by  Dr.  Thatcher,  a  British 
surgeon,  receiving  every  possible  kindness.  He  was  buried  in  the  Brick  Church  yard,  where 
the  building  of  the  New  York  Times  now  stands,  with  more  honors  than  were  usually  ac- 
corded to  prisoners-of-war,  whatever  their  rank  ;  all  the  American  officers  who  were  prisoners 
at  the  time  were  indulged  with  liberty  to  attend  his  funeral.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Ely, 
daughter  of  Richard  Ely  of  Lyme.  His  son,  Richard  Ely  Selden,  born  1759,  was  the  father 
of  the  wife  of  Henry  Matson  Waite,  Chief  Justice  of  Connecticut.  Thus  the  present  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  Morrison  R.  Waite,  is  the  great-grandson  of  Colonel  Selden. 
And  Mrs.  Morrison  R.  Waite  is  a  great-granddaughter  of  the  same  through  her  father  Samuel 
Selden  Warner,  whose  mother  was  the  sixth  daughter  of  Colonel  Selden.  Judge  Samuel  Lee 
Selden,  Judge  Henry  R.  Selden,  Hon.  Dudley  Selden,  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull,  General  Mc- 
Dowell, and  Professor  Eaton  of  Yale,  are  among  his  descendants.  President  Eliphalet  Nott 
of  Union  College,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Nott,  were  the  sons  of  Colonel  Selden's  sister  Deborah, 
who  married  Stephen  Nott  about  1752.  Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter,  now  President  of 
Union  College,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  C.  Potter,  Rector  of  Grace  Church,  Hon.  Clarkson  Nott 
Potter,  and  Howard  Potter  are  grandsons  of  President  Eliphalet  and  Sarah  Benedict  Nott. 
The  old  Selden  estate  in  Hadlyme  (formerly  a  part  of  the  town  of  Lyme),  which  belonged  to 
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One  of  his  officers,  Eliphalet  Holmes,  a  man  of  great  physical  strength, 
knocked  down  two  Hessians  who  were  attempting  to  capture  him,  and 
escaped.  John  P.  Wyllys,  Wadsworth's  brigade-major,  was  taken  pris- 
oner in  this  encounter,  and  fifty  or  more  men.  Gay,  with  his  command, 
had  passed  the  Boston  road,  down  "  Lover's  Lane  "  (now  Twenty-first 
Street)  to  the  Bloomingdale  road,  and  beyond,  before  the  Hessians 
reached  the  point  of  intersection.  Silliman's  brigade,  left  to  guard  the 
city  until  the  other  troops  could  be  withdrawn,  and  Knox  with  detach- 
ments of  artillery,  were  now  in  the  greatest  danger.  About  thirty  minutes 
after  the  main  column,  with  its  women,  children,  hangers-on,  household 
stuff,  and  camp  utensils,  had  passed  out  of  sight  on  the  Broadway  road  to 
the  north  of  Walter  Rutherford's  house,  Silliman  received  orders  to  follow 
as  far  as  Bayard's  Hill  fort,  just  above  Canal  Street.  Here  he  saw  the 
British  land  at  Kip's  Bay,  and  supposing  the  roads  closed  and  departure 
impossible,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  ilefense.  At  this  very  instant  Put- 
nam, galloping  forward,  met  Washington  at  the  corner  of  the  cross  and 
Bloomingdale  roads,  now  Forty-third  Street  and  Broadway,  and  paused  for 
hasty  consultation.  It  was  clear  no  stand  could  be  made  on  Murray  Hill. 
Had  the  British  acted  promptly,  all  the  Americans  south  of  Forty-second 
Street  at  that  hour  might  have  fallen  into  their  hands  with  ease.  A  lew 
minutes  later  Putnam  was  flying  on  his  foaming  steed  toward  the  city 
to  meet  and  hurry  on  the  column  which  as  yet  had  only  worked  its 
weary  way  into  the  region  below  Bleecker  Street ;  on  his  route  he  encoun- 
tered a  portion  of  Wadsworth's  command,  and  Scott  with  his  retreating 
forces  from  Stuyvesant  Cove. 

For  a  complete  view  of  the  stirring  scenes  of  this  day,  distances  must 
be  considered.!  A  ride  from  City  Hall  to  Murray  Hill,  not  less  than 
three  miles,  occupied  as  much  time  then  as  now,  and  it  was  not  yet 
noon.       Officers    only    were    mounted ;    the    soldiers    were    all  on   foot, 

Colonel  Selilen  at  the  time  of  his  death,  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Seklen  family  one 
hundred  and  eighty  or  more  years.     It  is  now  the  property  of  William  Ely  Seklen. 

1  See  map  (Vol.  II.  68).  Few  of  the  cross-roads  mentioned  in  the  text  were  then  public 
thoroughfares,  which  accounts  for  their  omission  upon  the  maps  of  the  period  ;  but  nearly  all  the 
localities  of  interest,  with  their  relative  positions,  can  be  traced  with  the  eye.  The  authorities 
upon  which  the  text  describing  the  incidents  of  the  15th  of  September,  1776,  is  baseil,  number 
not  less  than  eighty  ;  of  these  are  the  various  accounts  from  the  pens  of  participants  and 
eye-witnesses,  many  letters  having  recently  been  exhumed  from  family  archives.  The  "  Kip's 
Bay  Affair,"  with  the  light  of  a  century  turned  strongly  upon  it,  resolves  itself  into  a  justifi- 
able retreat  from  an  overwhelming  force  ;  and  the  "panic,"  which  has  furnished  opportunity 
for  writers  and  artists  to  embellish  fiction  until  it  has  become  grotesque,  seems  to  have  been 
the  natural  result  of  extraordinary  exposure.  As  for  the  story  of  Washington's  wrath,  there 
is  little  doubt  of  his  having  given  expression  to  language  more  forcible  than  gentle  as  he  came 
upon  his  demoralized  troojjs  ;  but  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  that  he  threw  his  hat  upon 
the  ground,  or  exposed  himself  to  sharp-shooters,  much  less  to  the  bayonets  of  the   enemy. 
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wagons  were  insufficient  for  the  transfer  of  families,  those  in  use  were 
indiscriminately  overladen,  and  the  cannon  were  chiefly  dragged  by 
hand.  The  day  was  excessively  hot,  the  roads  were  darkened  by 
clouds  of  dust,  the  people  as  well  as  the  soldiers  on  the  march  had  been 
without  sleep  for  twenty-four  or  more  hours,  and  deaths  occurred  from 
time  to  time  by  the  wayside  from  over-exertion  and  the  drinking  of 
water  from  cool  springs. 

Aaron  Burr,  Putnam's  aide-de-camp,  dashed  towards  the  city  in  advance 
of  the  general  to  extricate  Silliman,  who  protested  that  retreat  was  out  of 
the  question.  Knox  was  of  the  same  mind,  and  disposed  to  fight  to  the 
bitter  end.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with  his  company  of  New  York  artil- 
lery men,  was  eager  to  defend  the  post.  15ut  Burr  claimed  to  know 
every  inch  of  ground  on  Manhattan  Islantl,  and  was  confident  he  could 
pilot  the  party  through  farms  and  by-ways,  and  they  finally  started. 
Nash,  who  was  present,  writes,  "  The  enemy  headed  us  so  that  we  who 
were  left  were  obliged  to  make  our  escape  as  well  as  we  could,  but  they 
did  not  take  many  of  our  men."  Overtaking  the  column,  now  comprising 
about  three  thousand  five  hundred  persons,  and  stretching  two  miles, 
Silliman's  party  were  formed  into  a  rear-guard.  Putnam,  Silliman,  and 
other  officers  were  on  the  constant  lookout  —  riding  furiously  from 
front  to  rear  and  from  rear  to  front  —  at  the  same  time  stimulating 
an  effort  for  increased  speed  by  encouraging  words  and  their  own 
coolness  and  intrepidity.  The  slight,  graceful  figure  of  Burr  was  also 
everywhere  conspicuous.  He  conducted  the  train  to  a  road  west  of 
Eighth  Avenue  from  Fifteenth  Street  north,  and  keeping  in  the  woods, 
often  countermarching,  or  crooking  through  irregular  lanes  to  avoid  being 
discovered  by  the  shipping  in  the  North  Eiver,  the  long  slowly  moving 
train  actually  passed  Murray  Hill  within  a  half  mile  of  the  British  army 
as  they  were  complacently  eating  their  midday  meal ;  the  men  on  the 
grass  in  the  trim  grounds  of  the  Murrays,  and  the  officers,  Howe,  Clinton, 
Cornwallis,  and  Governor  Tryon,  partaking  of  generous  hospitalities  with- 
in the  mansion.  Mrs.  Murray,  the  mother  of  Lindley  Murray,  the  gram- 
marian, was  personally  known  to  Tryon;  he  introduced  the  British 
generals,  who,  charmed  with  the  luxury  of  her  cool  parlors  and  the 
tempting  wine  with  which  she  bountifully  supplied  them,  loitered  in  gay 
and  trivial  conversation  for  two  hours.  Thatcher,  relating  the  incident 
in  his  journal,  says,  "  It  has  since  become  almost  a  common  saying  among 
our  officers,  that  Mrs.  INIurray  saved  this  part  of  the  American  army."  As 
soon  as  the  second  division  of  the  British  under  Percy  had  crossed  from 
Long  Island,  and  could  support  the  troops  posted  at  "  Inclenberg,"  a  detach- 
ment was  sent  to  capture  a  corps  of  Americans  descried  about  three  miles 
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distant,  near  McGowan's  Pass,  which  proved  to  be  the  regiments  of  Mifllin 
antl  Smallwood  sent  by  Washington  to  cover  Putnam's  escape,  and  wlio 
retired  towards  Harlem  Heights  as  the  enemy  approached.  The  column 
of  Putnam,  coming  down  through  the  Hoagland  farm,  passed  the  junction 
of  the  Bloomingdale  and  Kingsbridge  roads,  as  these  British  troops  ap- 
peared on  the  riglit.  Humphrey  says  :  "  So  critical  indeed  was  our  situa- 
tion and  so  narrow  the  gap  by  which  we  escaped,  that  the  instant  we  had 
passed,  the  enemy  closed  it  by  extending  their  line  from  river  to  river." 
They  attacked  the  tired  column  with  spirit,  but  Silliman  with  thi'ee  hun- 
dred men  beat  them  off.  In  this  skirmish  Hamilton,  who  had  marched 
the  whole  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  line,  aided  materially  with  his 
cannon  ;  Sergeant  Hoyt,  in  charge  of  the  extreme  rear  gun,  dragged  it  to 
an  eminence  by  the  roadside  and  fired  it  continuously  until  the  whole 
train  had  safely  rounded  the  point  of  danger.  Hoyt  was  one  of  those  in 
the  last  boat  (discovered  and  fired  upon  by  the  British)  in  the  notable 
Long  Island  retreat,  and  was  chosen  for  this  post  of  exceptional  peril 
because  of  his  unflinching  nerve  and  heroic  mettle. 

It  began  to  rain  towards  evening,  and  then  a  cold  wind  came  up ; 
and  when  at  a  late  hour  Putnam's  party  reached  the  encampment  on  the 
heights,  "  above  the  Eight  mile  stone  "  they  were  not  only  worn  out  with 
the  march  of  over  thirteen  winding  miles,  but  drenched  and  chilled  to 
the  bone.  They  had  lost  knapsacks,  baggage,  hope,  and  confidence,  and, 
grieving  for  the  artillery  and  costly  works  sacrificed,  made  their  beds 
upon  the  wet  ground,  the  threatening  clouds  their  only  covering. 

Washington  remained  at  the  A))thorpe  Mansion  striving  to  cover  his 
anxiety  under  an  aspect  of  stoical  serenity  until  the  enemy  were  in  sight, 
then  rode  to  the  Morris  House  on  Harlem  Heights.  The  British  soon 
stretched  from  Horn's  Hook  (Ninety-second  Street)  to  McGowan's  Pass, 
and  across  the  beautiful  hills  to  the  northwest,  their  left  flank  resting  on 
the  Hudson.  Howe  and  his  ofticers  rode  leisurely  up  from  Murray  Hill 
and  found  a  well-cooked  supper  awaiting  them  at  Apthorpe's  ;  while  their 
warriors  borrowed  sheep  and  geese  at  random  and  made  themselves  com- 
fortable for  the  night.  The  city  meanwhile  was  occupied  by  a  division 
of  the  army  of  King  George.  Ferry-boats  had  crossed  to  the  Jersey 
shore  during  the  day,  many  persons  escaping  by  that  source  who  w^ere 
unable  to  leave  with  Putnam ;  among  these  was  Hugh  Gaine,  editor, 
compositor,  and  publisher  of  Tlie  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury, 
who,  with  his  press,  took  quarters  in  Newark,  New  Jersey ;  and  citizens 
in  hiding  returned  to  New  York  by  the  same  means  to  welcome  the 
British.     At  evening  the  passage  was  closed.     Thus  Manhattan  slept. 

Before  daylight  next   morning  Washington  was   in  the  saddle.     His 
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first  important  act  was  to  send  Knowlton  with  a  picked  company  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  to  learn  the  position  of,  and,  if  practicable,  take 
the  enemy's  advanced  guard.  The  second  was  to  visit  the  various  en- 
campments to  "put  matters  in  a  proper  situation"  should  the  Britisli 
come  on  as  expected.^  Knowlton  from  near  headquarters  descended  the 
ravine,  now  Audubon  Park,  leading  liis  men  along  the  low  shore  of  the 
river  to  Matjte  Davits  Fly ,2  and  beyond  into  the  woods  that  skirted 
the  bank  west  of  Vanderwater's  Heights,  until  parallel  with  the  left 
Hank  of  the  vanguard  of  the  enemy  under  General  Leslie.  Here  he  was 
discovered  at  sunrise,  and  attacked  by  four  hundred  of  the  British  light 
infantry ;  he  allowed  them  to  come  within  six  rods  before  giving  orders 
to  fire,  and  after  eight  rounds  apiece,  he  commanded  a  retreat  which 
decoyed  tlie  adversary,  in  the  language  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  "  into  a 
scrape."^  One  of  Knowlton's  officers  wrote,  "we  retreated  two  miles 
and  a  half  and  then  made  a  stand,  and  sent  for  reinforcements  which 
we  soon  received,  and  drove  the  dogs  near  three  miles."  There  is  no 
discrepancy  between  this  statement  and  the  report  of  De  Heister,  who 
said,  "They  retired  into  their  entrenchments  to  entice  the  pursuers  deeper 
into  the  wood." 

Confusion  as  to  localities  has  resulted  from  the  l)lending  of  two  distinct 
encounters  in  the  descriptions  of  the  battle  of  Harlem  Heights.  The 
first  was  at  sunrise,  occupying  but  a  few  minutes.  The  second  com- 
menced between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  continued 
nearly  four  hours.*  It  was  the  former  to  which  Lewis  Morris  referred  in 
writing  to  his  father:  "Monday  morning  an  advanced  party,  Colonel 
Knowlton's  regiment,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  upon  a  height  a  little 
to  the  southwest  of  Dayes'  Tavern."  And  it  was  the  second  and  chief 
battle  which  the  pen-and-ink  sketch  furnished  the  Convention  shortly 
afterward,  and  subsequently  presented  by  John  Sloss  Hobart  to  Eev. 
Dr.  Stiles,  President  of  Yale  College,  describes  as  "  beginning  near  the 
Ten  mile  stone  and  ending  near  the  Eiglit  mile  stone."  Washington's 
headquarters  at  the  Morris  house  was  three  and   one   half  miles   from 

1   Washington's  Letters. 

^  Matjte  Davits  Fly  was  a  well-known  public  landmark  (a  meadow,)  which  for  a  century 
had  Ix-eu  mentioned  in  charters,  patents,  deeds,  and  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  and  laid  down 
with  the  utmost  precision  by  actual  survey. 

'  Manuscrii)t  note  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  private  copy  oi  Stcdmans  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can IFar,  in  posse.ssion  of  John  Carter  Brown,  Providence,  R.  I.  ;  De  Lanceys  Notes  to  Jones's 
History  ;  Donops  Account ;  Journal  of  De  Heister;  Baunneister's  Report;  Stewart's  Sketches 
of  the  Highlanders;  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  Germain,  Sept.  21,  1776. 

*  General  Gold  Selleck  Silliman  to  his  wife,  Sept.  17,  1776  (original  in  posses.sion  of  his 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Oliver  P.  Hubbard),  Jones's  History  of  New  York  in  the  Revolution, 
Vol.  I.  De  Lanceys  Notes,  606,  607.     Jay,  57. 
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Howe's  headquarters  at  the  Aptliorpe  Mansion.  The  army  of  eacli  was 
thrown  out  in  front  for  a  mile  and  three  quarters,  Washington's  advanced 
guard  un(Un'  Greene  being  in  the  woods  above,  and  his  pickets  upon  the 
'■  Point  of  Piocks  "  which  overlooked  Manhattanville,  while  Howe's  were 
n  p  0  n  Vanderwater's 
Heights,  ojDposite. 
During  the  interval 
between  the  two  bat- 
tles the  light  infantry 
of  Leslie  were  silently 
pushing  their  way 
after  Knowlton  along 
the  low  shore  of  the 
Hudson. 

"As  yet  no  forti- 
fications had  been 
erected  across  Harlem 
Heights,"  wrote  Sil- 
liman, —  and  also 
George  Clinton, — 
"  except  a  mere  begin- 
ning near  the  Morris 
house,  and  three  small 
redoubts  about  half- 
way to  Manhattan- 
ville " ;  from  the  first 
gray  dawn  he  had  a 
large  ibrce  of  men 
employed  at  this  lat- 
ter point  with  spades 
and  shovels  throwing 
earth  into  the  trench- 
es ;  ere  night-fall  lines 
were  completed  across 
the  island,  and  subse- 
quently strengthened. 
Washington    galloped 

to      Greene's      encamp-  sketch  of  Ba«le-Field,  Harlem  Heights. 

ment,     where,    seated    [Showing  the  relative  ixisitim,  „f  thf  two  hosUle  armies   of  Great  Britain 
and  Aiiieriea,  Sept.  10,  177li.     CdhiimIi'cI  fioni  the  most  authentic  sourees. 
upon  his  horse,  at  sun-  ^y  tlie  author.]    [Xopograpliy  trat.ed  from  Colton's  map.] 

rise  he  heard  the  firing  between  Knowlton  and  Leslie,  and  saw  large  bodies 
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of  the  enemy  upon  "  the  high  ground  opposite."  He  returned  to  the 
Morris  House  and  hurriedly  breakfasted.  Uneasy  about  Kuowltou,  he 
sent  scouts  for  infonuation,  when  presently  that  handsome,  animated 
young  officer  appeared  in  his  presence  asking  for  reinibrcements  to  ca])- 
ture  his  pursuers.  Almost  simultaneously  one  hundred  of  the  ]>ritish 
lioht  infantry,  who  had  clambered  up  the  steep  close  in  Knowlton's  foot- 
steps, came  out  upon  the  plain  and  blew  their  bugle-horns,  as  usual  after 
a  fox-chase.  They  had  at  the  same  time  left  three  hundred  men  con- 
cealed in  the  woods  on  the  river-bank.  Washington  ordered  Major  Leitch 
with  a  detachment  of  Virginia  riHemen  to  join  Knowlton  and  his  rangers, 
and,  with  Reed  as  a  guide,  "  to  steal "  around  to  the  rear  of  the  foe  by 
their  right  flank,  while  another  detachment  was  to  feign  an  attack  in 
front.  There  was  a  hollow  way,  or  ravine,  coursed  by  a  winding  stream, 
between  the  two  hostile  parties,  not  far  from  the  Ten  mile  stone,  termi- 
nating at  Audubon  Park.  The  British  upon  the  plain  (some  two  hundred 
feet  above  the  Hudson),  seeing  so  few  coming  out  to  fight,  ran  jubilautly 
down  the  slope  towards  them  and  took  post  behind  a  rail-fence,  firing 
briskly.  As  the  Americans  pushed  forward  they  left  the  fence,  retiring 
up  the  hill.  The  rattle  of  musketry  soon  brought  their  reserve  corps 
to  the  rescue ;  and  just  then,  by  some  mistake  or  failure  to  obey  orders 
to  the  letter,  never  satisfactorily  explained,  the  spirited  charge  of  the 
rangers  and  riflemen  began  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  instead  of  the 
rear,  as  intended.  Both  Knowlton  and  Leitch  fell  within  ten  minutes, 
near  each  other,  and  within  a  few  paces  of  Reed,  whose  horse  was  shot 
from  under  him.^  But  the  tide  was  turning,  and  the  British  giving  way 
in  an  open-field  conflict.  Washington  reinforced  his  gallant  soldiers 
with  detachments  from  the  nearest  regiments,  Griffith's,  Richardson's, 
Nixon's,  Douglass's,  and  others,  and  the  very  men  who  had  been  so  severely 
criticised  for  running  from  Kip's  Bay  the  day  before  redeemed  themselves 
from  the  odium  by  deeds  of  noble  daring.^  Putnam,  Reed,  and  other 
prominent  ofiicers  took  command,  charging  upon  the  British  and  driving 
them  from  the  plain ;  they  fled  through  a  piece  of  woods,  becoming  scat- 
tered and  fighting  from  behind  trees  and  bushes,  and  then  into  a  buck- 
wheat field..     By  this  time  it  was  nearly  noon. 

The  British  officers,  meanwhile,  were  on  the  alert,  and  troops  were  for- 

^  "Knowlton  fell,"  said  Aaiou  Burr,  "about  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Street  and 
Eleventh  Avenue."     Battle  of  Harlem.  Heights,  by  Chancellor  Erastus  C.  Benedict. 

^  "  The  enemy  (Americans)  possessed  great  advantage  from  the  circumstance  of  engaging 
witliin  a  half-mile  of  their  entrenched  camp  whence  they  could  be  supplied  with  fresh  troops 
as  often  as  occasion  required."  Stcdman's  Historij  of  the  American  War  ;  Jay,  80,  81. 
This  accords  with  the  well-known  fact  that  the  greater  portion  of  Washington's  troops  were 
encamped  on  the  morning  of  Septemlier  16,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Morris  House. 
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warded  on  the  trail  of  Leslie,  whose  disappearance  in  the  early  morning 
with  his  light  infantry  had  caused  no  little  solicitude.  At  the  sound  of 
guns  on  Harlem  Heights,  Howe  sent  other  reinforcements  of  Highlanders 
and  Hessians  on  the  double  quick  to  their  relief  An  Englishman  wrote  : 
"  At  eleven  we  were  instantly  trotted  about  three  miles  (without  a  halt  to 
draw  breath)  to  support  a  battalion  of  light  infantry  which  had  impru- 
dently advanced  so  far  without  support  as  to  be  in  great  danger  of  being 
cut  oft:"  One  thousand  of  the  reinforcing  troops  encountered  Greene's 
two  brigades,  a  sharp  tight  ensuing  not  far  from  his  encampment  ;i  others 
proceeded  iurther  north  on  the  low  shore  before  mounting  the  heights, 
and  joined  their  comrades  in  the  buckwheat  field  just  as  the  sun  crossed 
the  meridian.  Through  "  more  succors  from  each  party  "  the  battle  was 
here  maintained  Ibr  nearly  two  hours  with  an  obstinacy  rarely  equaled  in 
the  history  of  modern  warfare.  The  enemy  finally  "  broke  imd  ran,"  and 
were  driven  and  chased  (the  Americans  mocking  their  bugles)  "  above  a 
mile  and  a  half"  wrote  Reed, "  nearly  two  miles"  wrote  Knox,  taking 
shelter  in  an  orcliard  finally  near  the  Eight  mile  stone,  when  Washington 
]>rudently  sent  Tilghman  to  order  the  victorious  soldiers  back  to  the  lines. 
Thomas  Jones,  known  as  "  the  fighting  Quaker  of  Lafayette's  army,"  said, 
"  we  drove  the  British  up  the  road  and  down  Break  Neck  Hill,  which  M^as 
the  reason  they  called  it  Break  Neck  Hill."  ^ 

This  battle,  the  most  brilliant  and  important  in  historical  results  of 
any  fought  during  the  Bevolutionary  War,  was  evidently  a  part  of  the 
British  plan  to  drive  the  Americans  from  the  island  before  they  should 
have  time  to  construct  defenses.  The  blunder  of  Leslie  in  beginning 
the  battle  too  soon,  and  in  the  wrong  place,  occasioned  the  succession  of 
British  failures  which  furnished  the  Americans  food  for  self-confidence 
until  peace  was  proclaimed.  Washington's  army  on  Harlem  Heights 
numbered,  on  the  Idth,  scarcely  eight  thousand,  and  yet  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  were  engaged  —  according  to  a  careful  estimate  from  re- 

^  Greene  to  Governor  Cooke  of  Rhode  I.';land,  Sept.  17,  1776  ;  Jay,  55  ;  Svudlwood  to  the 
Maryland  Contention,  Oct.  12,  1776 ;  Bcatty  to  hisfidher,  William  Bcatty  of  Maryland,  Sept. 
18,  1776  ;  Shriw's  Journal,  20  ;  Nash  journal,  33,  34  ;  Samuel  Chase  to  General  Gates,  Sejit. 
21,  1776  ;  Nicholas  Fish  to  John.  MeKesson,  Secretary  of  the  Convention,  Sept.  19,  1776  ; 
John  Gooch  to  Thomas  Payer iceather,  Sept.  23,  1776. 

2  Humphrey  Jones,  son  of  Thomas  Jones,  to  Chancellor  Erastus  C.  Benedict,  Feb.  8,  1878. 
Tlii.s  letter  is  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence  which  locates  the  battle  of  Harlem 
Heights.  The  distances  named  in  the  contemporaneous  correspondence  are  also  notably 
significant.  Silliman  wrote  :  "  The  fire  contiimi'd  very  heavy  from  the  musketry  and 
from  field-pieces  about  two  hours,  in  which  time  our  people  drove  the  regulars  back  from 
\io»t  X.0  \W6,i  about  a  inile  and  a  half."  Had  the  battle  occurred  sontli  of  Manhattan ville, 
and  till-  enemy  been  driven  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  Americans  would  have  been  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  Aptliorpe  ]\Ian.sion  ! 
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ports  of  officers  in  each  detacliment.  The  British  were  superior  in 
numbers,  not  less  than  five  or  six  thousand  of  their  choicest  troops, 
Avith  seven  field-pieces,  being  in  the  action  —  while  eight  or  ten  thousand 
men  were  in  arms  ready  to  push  on.^  It  was  an  irregular  battle  from  the 
very  character  of  the  picturesque,  undulating,  wooded  heights,  with  tlieir 
Tougli,  rocky,  and  almost  inaccessible  sides, — natural  buttresses,  support- 
ing plains,  ridges,  heavily  shaded  ravines,  and  small  hills  upon  hills. 
Large  bodies  could  move  considerable  distances  without  being  seen.  The 
British  plunged  in  wherever  there  was  an  opening.  Tlie  combatants  were 
in  scouts  and  squads,  in  battalions  and  in  brigades.  They  fought  in 
the  woods,  from  behind  trees,  buslies,  rocks,  and  fences,  and  they  fought 
on  the  plain  and  in  the  road.  The  battle  raged  from  about  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-fifth  Street  nearly  to  iVIanhattanville.  The  enemy,  according  to 
Baurmeister,  lost  seventy  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded.  The  Ameri- 
cans, twenty-five  killed  and  fifty-four  wounded.  Henshaw,  in  a  letter  to 
his  wife,  places  the  American  loss  at  one  hundred ;  others  have  claimed 
that  only  fifteen  lives  were  lost.  Knowlton  was  deeply  mourned.  He 
Avas  an  officer  who  would  have  been  an  honor  to  any  country.  His  last 
words  were,  "Have  we  driven  the  enemy  ?"2  Leitch,  one  of  Virginia's 
wortliiest  sons,  survived  his  wounds  until  October  1. 

The  success  of  this  day  turned  the  current  of  affliirs.  Henceforward 
the  Americans  believed  in  themselves.  With  their  first  opportunity, 
the;f  had  fought  the  enemy  upon  equal  footing;  and  had  virtually  de- 
feated the  entire  plan  of  the  British  commanders  with  regard  to  north- 
ward and  eastward  conquest.  Faces  brightened  with  joy,  sinking  hearts 
leaped  tumultuously  with  hope,  and  men  worked  in  the  trenches  with  a 
vigor  that  spread  like  a  contagion.  At  evening  the  armies  occupied  the 
same  relative  positions  as  before  the  battle,  the  British  upon  Blooming- 
dale  (or,  as  more  generally  called,  Vanderwater'.s)  Heights,  and  the  Amer- 
icans upon  Harlem  Heights,  their  pickets  almost  within  speaking  distance 

^  These  fai;ts  are  well  authenticated,  and  were  there  no  other  evidence,  are  .sufficient  to  pre- 
■chule  the  possibility  of  the  battle  having  been  fought  upon  Vanderwater's  Heights,  since 
Washington  in  his  weak  and  dispirited  condition  woi^ld  never  have  been  so  indiscreet  as  to 
liave  sent  half  his  available  forces  across  (what  would  have  proved  a  death-trap  for  every  man 
in  case  of  defeat  and  retreat)  the  Manhattanville  hollow  way,  and  attempted  to  maintain  a 
contest  within  the  British  lines  under  such  overwhelming  disadvantage. 

2  Colonel  Thomas  Knowlton  was  born  in  West  Boxford,  Massachusetts,  November  .30, 
1740.  He  was  the  third  son  of  William  Knowlton,  who  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Ashford,  Connecticut,  whither  the  family  removed  during  the  boyhood  of  Thomas.  He 
enlisted  in  the  army  at  fifteen,  during  the  French  War,  and  was  present  at  the  capture  of 
Ticonderoga  and  at  the  reduction  of  Havana.  He  was  the  companion  of  Putnam  through 
many  dangers  and  achievements,  and  specially  distinguished  himself  by  his  gallantry  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.      Leitch  was  buried  by  his  side. 
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("three  hundred  yards")  of  each  other  across  the  Manhattan ville  valley.^ 
And  thus  they  remained  for  upwards  of  three  weeks. 

Howe  was  deeply  mortified.  His  general  orders  next  morning  rebuked 
Leslie  for  imprudence.^  The  "affair"  was  mentioned  as  one  "  of  out- 
posts "  and  no  detailed  account  of  it  was  given.  It  was  none  the  less  a 
battle  however,  and  so  esteemed  at  the  time  by  all  concerned.  And  it 
was  not  only  the  first  victory  of  the  Americans  in  a  well-contested  action 
with  the  flower  of  the  British  soldiery,  coloring  all  the  future  of  Amer- 
ica, but  it  added  materially  to  the  caution  which  clogged  Howe's  subse- 
quent movements.  He  regarded  Harlem  Heights  henceforward  as  invul- 
nerable. He  wrote  to  the  ministry,  "  the  enemy  is  too  strongly  posted  to 
be  attacked  in  front,  and  innumerable  difficulties  are  in  the  way  of  turn- 
ing him  upon  either  side."  He  took  ample  time  for  consideration,  and 
then  made  elaborate  arrangements  to  throw  himself  in  the  rear  of  Wash- 
ington by  way  of  Westchester.^ 

^  Graydon's  statement,  that  "our  most  advanced  picket  towards  New  York  at  the  'Point 
of  Eocks'  was  only  separated  from  that  of  the  enemy  l)y  a  valley  a  few  hundred  yards  over," 
is  in  harmony  with  what  Harris  writes :  "After  landing  in  York  Island,  we  drove  the  Amer- 
icans into  their  works  beyond  the  eighth  mile-stone  from  New  York,  and  took  post  opposite 
to  them,  placed  our  pic(piets,"  etc.  Thus  from  the  evening  of  the  15th,  Vanderwater's 
Heights  was  practically  British  ground. 

2  From  MS.  Order-Book  of  British  Foot-Giiards,  Sept.  17,  1776.  "The  commander-in-chief 
disapproves  the  conduct  of  the  light  company  in  pursuing  the  Rebels  without  proper  discre- 
tion and  without  support."  From  Doiiop's Eepori,  "General  Leslie  had  made  a  great  blunder 
in  sending  these  brave  fellows  so  far  in  advance,  in  the  woods  without  support."  From 
Baurmeister's  Report,  "  The  English  Light  Infantry  advanced  too  (piickly  on  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  and  at  Bruckland  Hill  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  four  thousand  men,  and  if  the 
Grenadiers,  and  especially  the  Hessian  yagers,  had  not  arrived  in  time  to  help  them  not  one 
of  these  brave  liglit  troops  would  have  escaped." 

^  The  various  theories  advanced  by  distinguished  writers  concerning  the  site  of  the  battle  of 
Harlem  Heights  seem  to  have  been  the  result  of  peculiar  ambiguity  in  the  accounts  hastily 
])enned  at  the  time.  There  were  then  few  landmarks  to  date  from  ;  in  .speaking  of  hills  and 
hollow  ways  there  were  several  between  the  Morris  House  and  the  Apthorpe  Mansion  ;  thus  it 
would  be  hopeless  to  undertake  to  locate  them  from  words  alone.  It  is  only  by  a  critical 
comparison  of  the  fifty  or  more  narrations  of  the  events  of  that  day  by  those  present,  u.sing  each 
individual  scrap  of  information,  however  insignificant  in  itself,  to  amplify  or  explain  some 
other,  that  the  missing  links  are  all  embodied,  and  the  mosaic  assumes  an  intelligible  and 
authentic  form.  No  one  engaged  can  see  the  whole  of  a  battle.  Each  writer  registered,  as 
far  as  he  went,  portions  of  the  trutli,  as  it  appeared  to  his  view.  All  agree  as  to  distances. 
The  sketch  illustrates  the  topoginphy  of  the  region,  and  will  aid  the  reader  in  locating  the 
battle-field.  Authorities  compared  iiicUulc,  Hon.  John  Jaij  s  Commemorative  Oration  ;  Ap- 
pendix to  Jays  Oration,  by  William  Kelby,  Assistant  Librarian  of  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc, 
embracing  contemporaneous  written  evidence  from  thirty-four  Americans,  eight  Briti.sh,  and 
five  Hessian  pens;  Johnson's  Campnifjn  of  1776  around  New  York  and  Brooklyn;  Ban- 
croft: s  History  of  the  United  States;  Forec  ;  Sparks;  Irving;  Stedman ;  Lossing :  Dawson; 
Dunlap ;  Miss  Booth;  Lushington's  Life  of  Lord  Harris;  Humphrey's  Life  of  PiUnam ; 
Heath's  Memoirs  ;  Benedict's  Battle  of  Harlem  Heights,  and  many  othci's. 


134  lIISrORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 

Tlie  city  meanwhile  was  transformed.  Houses  of  persons  disloyal  to 
the  king  were  marked  with  a  broad  li  ;  all  rebel  property  was  confiscated 
to  the  government  and  many  houses  belonging  to  individuals  who  had 
liad  no  part  nor  share  in  the  Eevolution  were  also  marked.  This  last  out- 
rage was  supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of  parties  Mithout  authority, 
with  personal  reasons,  but  no  redress  could  be  obtained.  Jones  says,  "  the 
soldiers  broke  open  the  City  Hall  and  plundered  it  of  the  College 
Library,  its  Mathematical  and  Philosophical  apparatus,  and  a  number 
of  valuable  pictures  which  had  been  removed  there  by  way  of  safety 
when  the  rebels  converted  the  College  (Columbia)  into  a  hospital.  They 
also  plundered  it  of  all  the  books  belonging  to  the  subscription  library, 
as  also  of  a  valuable  library  which  belonged  to  the  corporation,  the 
whole  consisting  of  not  less  than  sixty  thousand  volumes.^  This  was 
done  with  impunity,  and  the  books  publicly  hawked  about  the  town  for 
sale  by  private  soldiers,  their  trulls  and  doxeys.  I  saw  an  Annual  Reg- 
ister neatly  bound  and  lettered,  sold  for  a  dram.  Freeman's  Reports  for  a 
shilling,  and  Coke's  1st  Institutes,  or  what  is  usually  called  Coke  upon 
Littleton,  was  offered  to  me  for  Is.  ^d.  I  saw  in  a  public  house  upon 
Long  Island  nearly  forty  books  bound  and  lettered,  in  which  were  affixed 
the  arms  of  Joseph  Murray  under  pawn  from  one  dram  to  three  drams 
each.2  To  do  justice  even  to  rebels,  let  it  here  be  mentioned  that  though 
they  were  in  full  possession  of  New  York  for  nearly  seven  months,  and 
had  in  it  at  times  above  forty  thousand  soldiers,  neither  of  these  libraries 
Avere  ever  meddled  with.  No  orders  from  the  British  commanders  dis- 
countenanced these  unmilitary  and  unjustifiable  proceedings."  Every 
available  shelter  was  in  demand  for  the  accommodation  of  the  garrison. 
Families  M-ere  compelled  to  be  hospitable,  whether  agreeable  or  otherwise. 
The  widow  of  Thomas  Clarke  remained  at  her  pretty  country-seat  between 
Twentieth  and  Twenty-third  Streets,  near  Tenth  Avenue,  having  been 
advised  "to  stick  to  her  property."  Her  distress  and  alarm  may  be 
imagined,  as  a  party  of  Hessians  were  quartered  in  and  about  her  quiet 
home.  The  commanding  officer,  however,  was  a  gentleman  as  well  as  a 
nobleman  3  and  proved  so  agreeable  that  he  became  a  favorite  with  the 

1  See  Vol.  I.  532,  647. 

2  See  Vol.  I.  599,  608,  636,  640.  Joseph  Murray  was  a  lawyer  who  made  a  large  fortune 
in  New  York,  and  was  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen.  His  wife  was  the  first  cousin  of  the 
Earl  of  Halifax,  and  daughter  of  Governor  Cosby  of  New  York. 

^  The  military  services  of  Germany  and  Austria  are  the  most  aristocratic  in  Europe  in  1876, 
as  they  were  in  1776.  None  but  nobles  could  hold  commissions  under  any  GermanSover- 
eigu.  The  officers  were  all  noblemen.  As  far  as  birth  was  concerned  the  Hessian  officers  as 
a  whole  in  Howe's  army  were  superior  to  the  English  officers  as  a  whole.  A  rich  Englishman 
could  buy  a  conunission  for  bis  son  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  the  boy  a  gentleman. 
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family.  He  toLl  ]\Irs.  Clarke's  daughters  that  he  heard  of  their  dread  of 
his  coming  to  the  house,  which  made  him  the  more  anxious  "  to  prove 
the  injustice  of  their  apprehensions."  These  young  ladies  were,  the  wife 
of  the  Itight  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  and  her  sisters. 

Ere  the  week  which  had  opened  with  the  roar  of  artillery  came  to  an 
end,  New  York  was  in  flames.  About  one  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  the  21st,  a  fire  broke  out  near  Whitehall  Slip.  A  ^^^*'^^' 
fresh  gale  was  blowing  from  the  south,  and  the  weather  was  dry,  thus  it 
spread  with  inconceivable  rapidity.  It  coiled  itself  round  building  after 
building  like  a  serpent  greedy  of  its  prey.  Houses  and  churches  disap- 
peared like  dissolving  views.  The  jianic-stricken  and  distracted  inhabitants 
were  almost  as  terrible  to  behold  as  the  roaring  conflagration.  Blazino- 
fire-brands  leaped  along  in  advance  of  the  lurid  column,  and  little  fires 
were  breaking  out  everywhere.  PeojDle  ran  along  the  streets  to  see,  and 
the  fire  went  over  their  heads  and  flanked  them.^  Even  the  red  heavens 
seemed  also  on  fire.  The  British,  maddened  l)y  the  sujiposition  that  it 
was  the  work  of  the  Americans,  visited  the  most  revolting  cruelties  upon 
persons  who  were  trying  to  save  property,  killed  some  with  the  bayonet, 
tossed  others  into  the  flames,  and  one  who,  it  is  said,  was  a  royalist,  they 
hanged  by  the  heels  until  he  died.  The  wind  veering  as  the  great  fire- 
tempest  swept  up  the  east  side  of  Broadway,  near  Beaver  Street,  it  crossed, 
and  presently  Trinity  Church  was  a  blackened  heap  of  ruins,  together 
with  the  parsonage,  charity  school,  and  Lutheran  Church.  A  number  of 
citizens  went  upon  the  flat  roof  of  St.  Pavd's  Church,  and  extinguished  the 
flakes  of  fire  as  they  fell,  thus  saving  the  beautiful  edifice.  All  the 
houses  west  of  Broadway  to  the  North  River  were  consumed,  the  fire  being 
checked  only  when  it  reached  the  College  grounds.  The  map  will  show 
the  reader  its  course  and  extent.  Howe  attributed  the  calamity  to  a 
conspiracy.     It  was  generally  attributed  to  incendiaries,  and  some  two 

In  Germany  the  youth  must  possess  the  aristocratic  prefix  of  "Von"  or  "De  "  to  aspire  to  a 
commission.  Tlie  Hessian  officers  in  America  were  polite,  courteous,  well-bred,  and  educated, 
almost  without  exception.  De  Lnncey's  Moimt  JVashington  and  its  GapUire  ;  Mag.  Ainer. 
Hist.,  Vol.  I.  76.  The  property  of  Mrs.  Clarke  was  called  the  Chelsea  farm.  The  man- 
sion and  a  part  of  the  land  came  into  possession  of  Bisliop  Moore  by  the  will  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  in  1802.     It  subsequently  belonged  to  Clement  C.  Moore,  the  son  of  the  Bishop. 

1  "If  one  was  in  one  street  and  looked  about,  the  fire  broke  out  already  in  another  street 
above  ;  and  thus  it  raged  all  the  night,  and  till  about  noon."  Diary  of  Rev.  Mr.  Shnvkirk 
(pastor  of  the  Moravian  Church,  Fulton  Street),  Saturday,  Sejiit.  21.  Barber's  Neio  York ; 
David  Grim's  Account,  Val.  Man.  1866  ;  Bancroft's  Hist.  U.  S;  Frank  Moore's  Diary  of  the 
Revolution  ;  Freeman's  Journal,  Oct.  5.  1776  ;  Dunlaip,  11,  78,  79  :  Howe  to  Germain,  Sept. 
23,  1776  ;  Tryon  to  Germain,  Sept.  24,  1776  ;  John  Sloss  Hohart  to  the  New  York  Conven- 
tion, Sept.  25, 1776  ;  Colonel  Hartley  to  General  Gates,  Oct.  10,  1776;  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Inrjlis 
to  Dr.  Hind,  Oct.  31,  1776. 
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Map  ofGreat  Fire  1776. 

hundred  persons  were  arrested  upon  suspicion  and  incarcerated.  Every 
person  who  was  known  to  have  talked  inconsiderately  was  seized.  Ex- 
aminations, however,  elicited  no  proofs  of  guilt,  and  one  after  another 
was  liberated.  The  origin  of  the  foe  was  subsequently  traced  to  a 
midnight  carousal  in  a  small  public  house  of  low  character  near  White- 
Slip.  It  is  .said  thcit  the  night  being  chilly,  the  half  drunken  beings 
brought  in  some  boards  or  rails,  and  kindled  the  ends  in  a  large  old- 
fashioned  fire-place ;  the  fire  creeping  along  the  dry  timber  soon  commu- 
nicated with  the  fioor.     The  sequel  has  been  told. 

As  the  sun  was  declining  behind  the  smoking  and  still  burning  ruins, 
towards  evening  of  the  same  day,  Nathan  Hale  was  brought  into  New 
York  a  captive  spy,  and  taken  before  Lord  Howe  at  the  Beekman  Man- 
sion 1  on  the  height  near  Fifty-first  Street  and  East  River,  the  elegant 


1  See  Sketch  of  Jlaiisioii.     Vol.  I.,  569. 
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home  of  James  Beekman,wbo  had  fled  with  his  family  into  the  country  ta 
share  the  fortunes  of  America.  Hale  was  a  young  captain  of  twenty-one^ 
of  great  beauty  of  character,  a  Yale  graduate,  and,  like  Andre,  already 
betrothed.  He  volunteered  for  the  dangerous  duty,  went  from  Harlem  ta 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  in  the  garb  of  a  school-teacher,  crossed  the 
Sound  in  a  sloop  and  plunged  boldly  into  the  enemy's  country.  He 
crossed  into  New  York  and  returned  to  Brooklyn,  and  had  reached  the 
shoi'e  and  was  waiting  to  step  aboard  the  craft  for  Norwalk,  when  it. 
is  said  he  was  betrayed  by  a  relative,  who  recognized  him  in  a  Hunting- 
ton tavern.  He  was  tried,  according  to  tradition,  in  the  greenhouse  of 
the  Beekman  Mansion  ;  he  frankly  admitted  his  rank  in  Washington's, 
army,  said  he  had  been  a  spy,  and  had  been  successful  in  his  search  fur 
knowledge,  and  calmly  received  his  sentence  to  be  executed  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  at  dawn.  He  was  denied  a  clergyman,  and  a  Bible ;  and 
the  letters  penned  to  his  mother,  his  sister,  and  his  lady-love,  through  the. 
kindness  of  an  ofticer  in  furnishing  him  with  pen  and  ink,  were  torn  up 
by  the  brutal  Cunningham.  His  last  words  were,  "  I  only  regret  that  I 
have  but  one  life  to  lose  for  my  country."  The  story  of  his  heroic  death 
soon  became  known  throughout  the  army,  and  inspired  his  comrades  like 
a  victory. 

On  the  same  date  (September  21)  also  passed  away  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor Cadawalleder  Golden,  at  his  country-seat  in  Flushing,  Long  Island,  at. 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine. 

The  Tuesday  following,  five  hundred  jjrisoners  of  war  sent  from  Quebec 
by  Carleton,  on  parole,  were  landed  at  Elizabethtown  point.  It  was  near- 
midnight,  and  the  bright  full  moon  shone  from  a  cloudless  sky.  Daniel 
Morgan  was  of  the  number.  As  he  sprang  from  the  bow  of  the  boat  he 
fell  to  the  earth  as  if  to  clasp  it,  exclaiming  "  0,  my  country !"  He  had 
been  offered  a  commission  in  the  British  army  if  he  would  go  over  to 
that  side,  and  had  resented  it  as  an  insult.  Upon  hearing  of  his  return,. 
Washington  hastened  his  exchange,  and  recommended  his  promotion. 

It  was  not  all  quiet  at  Harlem  Heights  (henceforth  oftener  called  Mount 
Washington)  although  both  armies  were  apparently  inactive.  There  were, 
perpetual  skirmishes  and  alarms.  In  a  well-planned  but  unsuccessful 
effort  to  recapture  Randall's  Island,  Thomas  Henley  of  Gharlestown, 
Massachusetts,  one  of  the  most  promising  of  officers,  lost  his  life.  The 
utmost  industry  prevailed  in  the  matter  of  fortification.  Three  lines  of 
intrenchments  were  thrown  across  the  heights,  besides  several  batteries, 
and  redoubts  at  various  points  overlooking  Harlem  and  fronting  the 
enemy.  Fort  Washington  was  converted  into  a  fortress  of  great  strength,, 
upon  the  line  of  One  Hundred  Eighty-third  Street,  two  hundred  and  thirty 
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feet  above  the  Hudson.  It  was  opposite  Fort  Lee  (Constitution)  on  the 
Jersey  shore.  Two  hundred  men  were  employed  vigorously  loading  ves- 
sels with  stone  and  sinking  them  at  this  point  to  obstruct  tlie  passage 
of  British  ships  into  the  upper  Hudson.  For  two  weeks  grain  and  hay 
in  large  quantities  lay  unmolested  upon  Harlem  Flats.  Both  armies 
looked  at  and  coveted  it.  Finally  Washington  sent  several  hundred  men 
with  wagons  to  garner  it  in ;  a  covering  party  approached  the  enemy, 
who  manned  their  lines,  anticipating  an  attack.  The  two  hostile  forces 
stood  and  blinked  at  each  other,  but  neither  fired  a  shot.  Meanwhile 
the'business  was  accomplished  ;  and  both  parties  retired  laughing  within 
their  lines. 

Lord  and  General  Howe  took  occasion  meanwhile  to  publish  another 
declaration  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  on  the  subject  of  their  griev- 
ances, promising  in  the  king's  name  a  revision  of  his  instructions,  and 
pardons  and  favors  to  all  who  would  return  to  their  allegiance.  They 
were  disappointed  in  its  effects.  The  men  were  fewer  upon  this  side 
of  the  water  disposed  to  join  the  British  army  than  had  been  represented. 
At  the  same  time  the  cunning  scheme  created  no  little  despondency  and 
discontent  in  the  various  districts  along  tlie  Hudson,  and  filled  the  minds 
of  the  American  leaders  with  apprehension.  Eobert  R  Livingston  wrote 
from  the  Convention,  "We  are  constantly  engaged  in  the  detection  of 
treasons,  yet  plots  multiply  upon  us  daily,  and  we  have  reason  every 
moment  to  dread  an  open  rebellion."  William  A.  Duer  wrote  from  the 
same  body,  "  The  committee  to  which  I  belong  make  daily  fresh  dis- 
coveries of  the  infernal  practices  of  our  enemies  to  excite  insurrections 
among  the  people  of  New  York."  Washington  appealed  to  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  short  enlistments,  which  was  demoralizing  in  the  extreme, 
and  urged  the  reorganization  of  the  army  on  a  more  substantial  basis. 
The  strange,  whimsical,  scoffing  Lee  at  the  same  moment  was  abusing 
Congress  for  refusing  to  give  him  a  separate  command  on  the  Delaware 
—  he  was  ordered  to  Washington's  camp  instead.  He  obeyed,  tardily, 
writing  to  Gates  shortly  after,  "  Congress  seems  to  stumble  at  every  step. 
I  do  not  mean  one  or  two  of  the  cattle  but  the  whole  stable.  In  my 
opinion  General  Washington  is  much  to  blame  in  not  menacing  them 
with  resignation,  unless  they  refrain  from  unhinging  the  army  by  their 
absurd  interference."  Lord  Stirling,  about  the  same  time  cheered  the 
camp  at  Harlem  Heights  by  his  presence,  an  exchange  of  prisoners  having 
been  successfully  negotiated. 

Notwithstanding  the  labor  expended  upon  obstructions  in  the  Hudson, 

^^^  g   three  British  ships  passed  them  safely  on  the  morning  of  the  9tli. 

On  the  12th  Howe's  army  was  in  motion.     Men-of-war  sailed  up 
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the   East   River,  and   flat-bottomed   boats   with   briglit   scarlet  burdens 
floated  upon  the  bosom  of  the  shining  waters.     The  landing-  was 

'^  Oct  12 

at  Prog's  Neck,^  practically  a  tide  island,  which  was  then  con- 
nected with  the  main  by  a  bridge  over  a  mill-dam,  which,  built  by  Caleb 
Heathcoate  in  1695,  stood  until  February  1875,  when  it  was  accidentally 
burned.  "  Had  they  pushed  their  imaginations  to  discover  the  worst 
place,"  wrote  Duer,  "  they  could  not  have  succeeded  better."  Hand  and 
his  brave  riflemen,  stationed  the  other  side  of  the  bridge,  pulled  up  the 
planks,  and  Prescott,  of  Bunker  Hill  renown,  with  his  command  behind 
breastworks  hastily  thrown  up,  resisted  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
cross ;  relieved  from  time  to  time  by  other  regiments,  the  Americans 
actually  prevented  Howe  from  marching  beyond  the  cover  of  his  ship- 
ping. After  losing  five  days,  he  re-embarked  his  troops  and  crossed  to 
Pell's  Neck. 

On  the  16th  a  council  of  war  at  the  Morris  House  pronounced  it  im- 
practicable to  blockade  the  Sound,  or  even  the  North  River ;  thus 
the  oidy  method  of  preventing  the  British  from  cutting  off  Wash- 
ington's communication  with  the  country  was  an  immediate  northern 
movement  towards  the  strong  grounds  in  the  upper  part  of  Westchester 
County.  Detailing  a  garrison  for  the  holding  of  Fort  Washington,  the 
march  began  next  morning.  Lee  was  sent  forward  to  Valentine's  Hill, 
and  one  brigade  was  Iblded  behind  another,  dragging  guns  by  hand  and 
carrying  luggage  on  the  shoulder,  keeping  along  the  ridge  of  high  ground 
to  the  west  of  the  Bronx  River,  and  throwing  up  a  continuous  chain  of 
intrenchments  with  each  day's  progress. 

On  the  18th,  the  whole  British  army  were  in  motion.  At  East  Chester  a 
sharp  skirmish  occurred ;  the  light  infantry  advancing  towards  the 
Hudson  were  valiantly  faced  by  Glover's  brigade  fi-om  behind  stone 
walls,  and  retired  after  losing  several  men.  Howe's  troops  halted  for  the 
night  upon  their  arms  near  New  Rochelle.  The  British  chieftain  remained 
here  two  days,  studying  the  geography  of  Westchester,  and  making  every 
arrangement  for  advance  with  military  precision ;  thus  he  lost  his  prey. 
He  discovered  and  captured  two  thousand  bushels  of  salt  which  had  been 
stored  in  the  New  Rochelle  Church,  and  plundered  the  inhabitants  indis- 
criminately of  horses,  cattle,  and  grain.  On  the  21st  he  occupied  the 
heights  north  of  New  Rochelle  on  both  sides  of  the  road  leading 

®  '^    Oct.  21. 

to   Scarsdale.     The   Americans   were   at   the   same   date    nearly 
abreast.     They  had  the  advantage  of  the  shortest  distance  and  the  strong- 
est ground.     "  We   press  him  (Howe)  close  to  Sound,"  wrote  Tilghman, 

1  Frog's  Neck  is  a  oorruption  of  Throg's  Neuk,  itself  an  aLbievintioii  of  Thrackmorton's 
Neck,  so  called  from  its  first  Ent'lish  settlers. 
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"  from  which  he  has  made  no  \vesting  in  the  sea  plirase,  and  if  ho  make 
much  more  easting,  and  endeavors  to  stretch  across,  he  will  need  as  large 
an  army  as  that  of  Xerxes  to  form  a  line."  Both  armies  were  deficient 
in  the  means  of  transportation.  Howe  was  hindered  by  the  destruction 
of  bridges  and  the  felling  of  trees  across  the  roads.  It  took  him  as  long 
to  overcome  these  obstacles  as  it  did  Washington  to  throw  up  stone-walls 
and  cover  them  with  earth.  Howe  was  in  a  perpetual  state  of  alarm  also, 
for  he  was  not  blind  to  the  generalship  of  his  adversary.  He  marched 
in  solid  columns,  and  all  his  encampments  were  well  guarded  with  artil- 
lery. On  the  25th  he  advanced  within  four  miles  of  White  Plains 
and  again  halted.  Washington  had  reached  and  fortified  certain  *^*'  ^^* 
high  points  in  that  village,  intending  to  make  a  stand,  not  so  much  that 
a  Ijattle  was  courted  as  to  draw  the  enemy  forward  and  waste  his  time. 
The  27th  was  marked  by  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Fort  Washington, 
by  Lord  Percy,  aided  by  the  ships  in  the  Hudson. 

The  morning  of  the  28th  saw  Howe's  troops  moving  forward,  intending 
apparently  to  fight  a  great  battle.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  the 
hrave  De  Heister  commanded  the  two  chief  divisions.  At  Hart's 
Corner  they  drove  back  a  party  of  Americans  under  Spencer  who  had 
been  sent  out  to  delay  their  progress.  When  within  three  fourths  of  a 
mile,  they  could  see  Washington's  army  in  order  of  battle,  upon  chosen 
ground,  behind  two  parallel  lines  of  intrenchments,  awaiting  their  ap- 
proach with  an  air  of  easy  self-confidence.  Howe  carefully  measured  his 
chances ;  should  he  carry  one  line  there  would  remain  another ;  if  he 
scaled  both,  the  northern  hills  would  provide  for  the  retreating  foe  —  "  the 
rebel  army  could  not  be  destroyed."  But  having  come  so  far  he  must 
do  something,  hence  he  valiantly  attacked  a  feeble  outpost. 

Chatterton  Hill,  west  of  the  Bronx,  and  less  than  a  mile  to  the  south- 
west of  Washington's  main  army,  covered  the  Tarrytowu  road ;  it  was 
fortified,  and  occupied  by  a  force  of  about  fourteen  hundred  men  under 
McDougall.  Howe  directed  four  thousand  of  his  warriors  to  dislodge 
them,  while  the  rest  of  his  army  seated  themselves  on  the  ground  as 
lookers-on.  The  scene  was  in  full  view  of  the  American  army.  An 
ineffectual  cannonade  was  commenced  from  the  east  side  of  the  Bronx ; 
then,  presently,  a  red-coated  division  waded  through  the  shallow  river, 
and  struggled  through  a  deadly  shower  of  bullets  up  the  rocky  steep. 
For  fifteen  minutes  they  met  a  determined  resistance,  but  when  two  fresh 
regiments  attacked  his  flank,  as  well  as  front,  McDougall,  still  preserving 
his  comnnmicatious,  conducted  his  party  safely  over  the  Bronx  bridge, 
and  by  the  road  to  the  American  lines.  Some  eighty  were  taken  pris- 
oners, the  whole  loss  not  exceeding  one  hundred.  The  British  lost  double 
that  number. 
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The  acquisition  of  the  hill  was  of  no  consequence  to  Howe  after  all 
his  trouble.  It  really  enfeebled  him  by  dividing  his  forces.  The  day 
was  waning,  the  men  were  fatigued,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  pursue 
McDougal  or  fortify  the  post.  The  whole  British  army  lay  that  night 
upon  their  arms  in  order  of  battle.  The  next  morning  it  rained.  Howe 
watched  the  skies,  waiting  for  fair  weather.  Washington  occupied  the 
day  in  removing  the  sick  and  his  stores  to  the  hills,  some  two  miles 
north,  in  his  rear,  where  he  was  also  throwing  up  strong  works.  The 
30th  was  unfavorable  for  Howe's  progress,  and  favorable  for  Washington's 
plans.  Another  drenching  rain  on  the  31st,  and  Howe  still  re- 
'  mained  inactive.  That  night  Washington  retired  to  the  new 
position  he  had  chosen,  which  could  be  more  easily  defended  than  that 
in  the  village  of  White  Plains. 

On  the  5th  of  November  Howe  suddenly  broke  up  his  encampment  in 
front  of  Washington's  lines  and  moved  towards  Dobb's  Ferry.  He 
had,  prior  to  this,  ordered  Baron  Von  Knyphausen  from  New  Eo- 
chelle  to  Kingsbridge,  the  American  garrison  at  that  post  retiring  to  Fort 
Washington  as  he  appeared.  It  was  a  puzzle  to  the  Americans  whether 
Howe  intended  to  penetrate  New  Jersey  and  march  to  Philadelphia,  or 
embark  in  vessels  on  the  Hudson  and  fall  upon  their  rear.  A  council  of 
war  determined  to  throw  an  army  into  the  Jerseys  and  secure  Peekskill. 
As  for  Fort  Washington,  it  was  retained  on  account  of  its  strategic 
importance,  and  to  aid  Fort  Lee,  opposite,  in  blockading  the  passage  of 
the  river. 

But  there  was  a  traitor  in  that  stronghold.  William  Demont,  the 
adjutant-general  of  Ptobert  Magaw,  commandant  of  the  post,  passed  undis- 
covered, on  the  night  of  November  2,  into  the  British  camp  of  Earl  Percy, 
carrying  plans  of  Fort  Washington,  with  complete  information  as  to  the 
works  and  the  garrison.^  Percy  despatched  a  messenger  with  the  news 
in  all  haste  to  Howe  at  White  Plains,  who,  seeing  how  he  could  capture 
an  important  fortress,  without  nmch  risk,  and  thus  control  the  Hudson 
and  the  country  beyond,  started  without  a  moment's  delay,  reaching 
Dobb's  Ferry  on  the  6th.  The  next  day  he  sent  artillery  to  Knyphausen 
at  Kingsbridge,  and  placed  batteries  in  position  on  the  Westchester  side 
of  the  Harlem  Eiver  to  cover  selected  points  of  attack.  These  and  other 
active  preparations  went  forward  without  exciting  suspicion  in  the  mind 
of  Washington  as  to  the  real  purpose  of  the  enemy.  On  the  r2th  the 
whole  British  army  moved  to  Kingsbridge  and  encamped  along  the  high 
grounds  of  Harlem  Eiver,  witli  his  right  on  the  Bronx  and  his  left  on  the 

1  DeLancey's  Notes  to  Jones's  History  of  Neiv  York  during  the  Revolutimary  War,  Vol.  I., 
626-636  ;  DeLaiicey's  Mount  Washington  and  its  Capture;  Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  I. 
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Hudson.  Four  separate  points  of  attack  were  planned,  and  subsequently 
carried  out  to  the  letter.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  thirty  row-boats, 
chiefly  from  the  fleet,  passed  undiscovered  up  the  North  River,  throuo-h 
Spuyten  Duyvel  into  the  Harlem  Eiver,  ready  for  use.  On  the  morning 
of  the  15th  Howe  summoned  Magaw  to  surrender,  under  penalty  of 
a  storm  (which  by  military  law  is  liability  to  be  put  to  the  sword 
if  taken),  and  gave  him  two  hours  to  decide.  Magaw  at  once  returned 
the  brave  answer,  "  I  am  determined  to  defend  this  post  to  the  last 
extremity."  Greene  was  at  Fort  Lee,  and  approved  Magaw's  action  ;  he 
sent  a  messenger  with  the  intelligence  directly  to  Washington  at  Hack- 
ensack,  where  he  was  arranging  for  the  reception  of  his  army  then  crossing 
the  Hudson  at  Peekskill,  who  rode  in  all  haste  to  Fort  Lee.  Finding 
that  Greene  was  at  Mount  Washington,  he  emljarked  in  a  row-boat  to 
cross  the  river,  although  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  but  met  Greene  and 
Putnam  returning  when  about  midway  between  the  two  shores ;  they 
told  him  that  the  troops  w^ere  in  high  spirits,  and  would  make  a  good 
defense  ;  hence  they  together  repaired  to  Fort  Lee.  Not  one  among 
the  American  officers  dreamed  that  it  was  treason  with  which  they  were 
contending.  Washington's  judgment  was  opposed  to  holding  Fort 
Washington,  but,  governed  by  the  wishes  of  Congress  and  a  vote  of  the 
council  of  war,  he  had  hitherto  left  its  evacuation  to  the  discretion 
of  Greene,  who  was  on  the  spot  watching  the  mo>'ements  of  the  enemy, 
and  confident  that  if  matters  came  to  the  worst  the  garrison  could  be 
withdrawn. 

The  next  morning  was  fair.  At  early  dawn  there  were  active  movements 
upon  every  side  of  Mount  Washington  except  the  river  side.  The  several 
British  columns  all  pushed  forward  simultaneously.  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis  climbed  the  steep  heights  with  his  force ;  Percy,  accompanied 
by  Howe  who  animated  the  troops  by  acts  of  personal  bravery,  with  a  col- 
umn li'om  Harlem  Flats,  attacked  the  lower  lines ;  Knyphausen  led  his  men 
up  the  Heights  through  many  grave  obstacles ;  and  other  gallant  officers 
went  into  the  thickest  of  tlie  fight.  The  Highlanders  rushed  up  the  steep 
just  below  the  Morris  House,  and  captured  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Americans,  detached  to  op])Ose  them  at  that  point.  The  greatest  gallantry 
was  exhibited  on  both  sides.  Magaw  had  made  good  disposition  of  his 
forces,  considering  the  ground  and  the  four  attacks  to  be  met.  But  the 
British,  knowing  precisely  the  strength  they  were  to  overcome,  were  pro- 
vided with  the  means.  As  the  troops  were  driven  in  from  the  various  outer 
batteries,  Magaw  found  the  fort  so  crowded  that  further  resistance  could 
only  involve  great  sacrifice  of  life,  and,  after  much  parley,  signed  articles 
of  capitulation  with  Knyphausen   and   Colonel   Patterson,  the   British 
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adjutant-general.  In  the  midst  of  these  negotiations  a  note  from  Wash- 
ington, telling  Magaw  that  if  he  could  hold  out  till  evening  an  effort 
would  be  made  to  bring  off  the  garrison,  was  brought  by  Captain  Gooch, 
who,  crossing  the  Hudson  in  a  small  boat,  ran  up  the  steep,  delivered  the 
message,  and,  running  through  the  fire  of  the  Hessians,  reached  his  craft 
and  recrossed  the  river  in  safety.  But  it  was  too  late.  The  terms  of 
surrender  had  already  assumed  the  form  of  an  agreement.  Thus  were 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  soldiers  captured  ;  four  officers 
and  fifty  privates  were  among  the  killed,  and  ninety-three  men  were 
wounded.  The  British  engaged  in  the  battle  numbered  about  eight  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  ;  their  loss  has  been  variously  estimated,  but  the  total 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Graydon,  a  captain  in  Cadwallader's  regiment,  one  of  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured, writes,  "  Howe  must  have,  liad  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ground 
we  occupied."  Sixteen  years  later,  the  traitor  himself,  in  attempting  to 
recover  certain  dues  from  the  British  government,  described  his  treason 
over  his  own  signature,  stating,  explicitly,  that  through  the  plans  he  fur- 
nished Lord  Percy,  "  the  fortress  was  taken  by  his  Majesty's  troops." 
This  letter,  dated  London,  January  16,  1792,  authenticated  beyond  ques- 
tion, is  now  in  possession  of  Edward  Floyd  De  Lancey.  It  is  possible 
that  Howe  might  have  moved  against  Fort  Washington  without  this 
information,  but  his  chances  of  success  would  have  been  as  limited  as 
Greene,  Putnam,  and  Mercer  predicted  ;  even  Washington,  who  was  in 
consultation  with  these  generals  on  the  very  morning  of  the  battle,  seems 
not  to  have  been  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  garrison.  The  losing  of  so 
many  brave  men  was  painfully  disheartening  ;  in  addition  to  which  forty- 
three  guns,  twenty-eight  hundred  muskets,  four  hundred  thousand  car- 
tridges, fifteen  barrels  of  gunpowder,  several  thousand  shot  and  shell,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  military  stores,  including  "  two  hundred  iron  fraise  of 
four  hundred  weight  each,  supposed  to  be  intended  to  stop  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson  Eiver,"  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  was  Manhattan  Island  in  complete  possession  of  the  British  ;  and 
the  king's  fieet  might  furrow  without  molestation  the  Hudson,  the  East 
Eiver,  and  the  waters  of  the  Sound. 

Fort  Lee  was  of  no  further  importance  to  the  Americans.  Washington 
ordered  its  stores  and  guns  removed  at  once,  preparatory  to  its  abandon- 
ment ;  this  work  was  in  progress  and  partially  effected,  when,  during  the 
stormy  night  of  the  19th,  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  six  thousand  troops, 
crossed  the  Hudson  some  five  miles  above,  the  men  dragging  cannon 
by  hand  up  a  steep,  narrow,  rough  road  (for  nearly  half  a  mile),  to  the 
top  of  the  palisades,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th  commenced 
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a  brisk  march  southward,  intending  to  enclose  the  garrison  between  tlie 
Hudson  and  Hackensack  Kivers.  A  farmer  brought  the  tidings  to  Greene. 
It  was  evident  that  the  safety  of  the  troops  depended  upon  the 
celerity  with  which  they  could  reach  and  cross  the  bridge  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Hackensack,  where  Wasliington  and  his  main  army  were 
encamped.  The  deplorable  want  of  horses  and  wagons  rendered  the  loss 
of  much  baggage  and  valuable  stores  inevitable.  There  was  no  help  for 
it.  Tents  were  left  standing,  and  fires  burning  with  the  soldiers'  break- 
fasts cooking  over  them.  A  large,  flat,  scorched  stone  is  to  this  day 
pointed  out  as  the  oven  where  the  bread  -was  baking  for  the  officers'  table. 
The  vanguard  of  the  British  reached  the  bridge  almost  as  soon  as  the 
Americans,  but  the  latter  escaped,  and  CornwaUis  did  not  esteem  it  worth 
while  to  attempt  the  crossing. 

Washington  posted  troops  along  the  western  bank  of  the  Hackensack, 
as  a  show  of  defense,  while  he  moved  his  heavy  artillery  and  stores  farther 
inland.  But  he  had  no  intention  of  remaining  upon  this  level  peninsula, 
hemmed  in  by  two  rivers,  without  an  intrenching  tool,  and  with  hundreds 
of  men  destitute  of  shelter  from  the  November  elements.  He  wrote  to 
Lee,  at  North  Castle,  to  join  him  quiclcly  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. Towards  evening  of  the  same  day  of  hurry  and  excitement,  an 
express  from  Heath  (who  was  guarding  the  Higlilands)  came  upon  the 
scene  with  a  letter  for  Washington.  He  met  Reed,  who,  sitting  on  his 
horse,  wrote  to  Lee  upon  a  scrap  of  brown  wrapping  paper,  "  Dear  Gen- 
eral, we  are  flying  before  the  British.  I  pray  — "  and  the  pencil  broke. 
He  added  the  remainder  of  the  message  verbally  —  "  you  to  push  and  join 
us,"  and  bade  the  horseman  speed  without  loss  of  time  to  North  Castle. 
The  commission  was  faithfully  executed,  and  the  messenger  related  also 
what  he  had  seen  with  his  own  eyes.     On  the  21st  Washington 

•^  °  Nov.  21. 

crossed  the  Passaic  River ;  and  on  the  22d  entered  Newark,  where 
he  remained  six  days.  The  diminution  of  the  army  through  the  departure 
of  soldiers  whose  terms  of  enlistment  had  expired  was  a  source  of  dismay  at 
this  juncture.  Washington  was  attended  by  less  than  thirty-five  hundred 
troops.  Mercer's  flying  camp  was  dissolving,  his  men  having  engaged  to 
serve  only  until  December  1.  Lee  did  not  come  to  the  front  as  ordered. 
Schuyler,  always  on  the  alert  to  send  help  where  it  was  wanted,  responded 
to  Washington's  appeal  to  hasten  from  the  North  the  troops  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey  to  his  assistance,  but  the  march  was  long,  their 
terms  nearly  expired,  and  they  refused  to  re-enlist.  Mifflin  was  dispatched 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  possessed  great  influence,  to  endeavor  to  raise 
reinforcements ;  and  Reed  was  sent  to  Governor  Livingston  to  press  upon 
his  notice  the  absolute  need  of  unusual  exertions  to  prevent  the  State  of 
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New  Jersey  from  being  overrun  by  tlie  enemy.  Livingston  made  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  to  have  militia  in  the  hekl  in  time  to  oppose  the 
invading  force.  He  issued  circulars  and  he  wrote  letters ;  but  a  panic 
had  seized  the  mass  of  the  population.  Congress  was  at  the  same  time 
writing  to  the  North  and  South,  entreating  for  troops,  and  begging  blank- 
ets and  woolen  stockings  for   the  freezing  soldiers.     Pennsylvania  was 

paralyzed  by  anarchy,  and  by 
profitless  disputes  concerning 
the  new  constitution.  Yet 
Mifflin  was  destined  to  be  suc- 
cessful in  and  about  Phila- 
delphia, and  men  were  soon 
enlisting  with  enthusiasm. 

On  the  28th  Washington 
left  Newark,  as  the  advanced 
guard  of  Cornwallis  entered 
the  city,  —  the  British  offi- 
cers quartering  themselves  in 
the  best  houses  and  demand- 
V  ^^-  ing  the  best  furniture  to  make  their  rooms 

comfortable  The  American  army  slept  the  same 
night  in  New  Brunswick.  Livingston  was  with  Wash- 
ington in  conference  the  following  morning,  and  was 
directed  to  collect  all  the  boats  on  the  Delaware  for 
a  distance  of  seventy  miles  above  Philadelphia, 
and  place  them  under  a  strong  guard.  The 
first  day  of  December  came,  and  also  the  British  van,  in  full  view 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  Karitan.  The  Americans  broke  down  the 
bridge  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  was  answered  by  a 
spirited  fire  from  the  battery  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  while  the  bare- 
footed, tattered  American  army  quitted  New  Brunswick  in  haste,  and 
marched  by  night  to  Princeton.  The  dazzling,  warmly  clad,  and  suc- 
cessful Englishmen  seemed  to  be  sweeping  all  before  them ;  the  inhabi- 
tants in  vast  numbers  fiocked  to  them  for  protection  ;  and  the  Howes 
cunningly  seized  this  opportunity  to  issue  another  proclamation,  offering 
full  pardon  to  all  who  would  within  sixty  days  appear  before  an  officer 
of  the  crown  and  take  the  oath  of  submission  to  Eoyal  authority. 

It  was  now  that  Washington  began  to  display  his  great  moral  and  in- 
tellectual qualities  to  advantage.  His  mind  seemed  to  expand  with  the 
darkness  of  the  situation.  The  deeper  the  gloom,  the  brighter  and  the 
clearer  his  mental  vision.     Livingston  had  not  yet  been  able  to  raise  one 
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company  of  recruits  in  all  New  Jersey.  Eeed,  while  on  his  mission  to 
the  New  Jersey  government,  sent  his  commission  to  Congress,  through 
unwillingness  to  follow  "the  wretched  remains  of  a  broken  army."  The 
prospect  of  the  censure  he  was  likely  to  encounter  induced  him  at  the  end 
of  four  days  to  retract  his  resignation  ;  but  Washington's  affectionate  con- 
fidence in  him  was  forever  impaired.  A  sarcastic  and  self-constituted 
rival  was  also  unexpectedly  revealed  in  Lee,  whose  neglect  to  obey  orders 
in  this  emergency  deprived  Washington  of  the  aid  of  a  considerable 
number  of  soldiers  upon  whom  he  had  counted  with  certainty.  Men  of 
influence  were  daily  going  over  to  Howe ;  the  State  of  Maryland  was 
willing  to  renounce  the  declaration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  for  the  sake  of 
an  accommodation  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  was  rumored  that  Connec- 
ticut had  appointed  a  committee  to  make  peace  with  the  king's  commis- 
sioners. In  Washington's  own  immediate  family  officers  were  criticising 
each  other,  and  making  the  character  and  military  conduct  of  their  com- 
mander-in-chief the  subject  of  disparaging  comments. 

Cornwallis  halted  six  days  in  New  Brunswick,  not  being  able  to  pro- 
ceed further  without  positive  orders  from  Howe.  Washington  left  Lord 
Stirling  with  twelve  hundred  men  in  Princeton,  while  he  went  forward 
to  Trenton  and  transported  his  remnant  of  military  stores  and  baggage 
beyond  the  Delaware.  He  then  faced  about.  On  the  6tli  of  December 
Howe  joined  Cornwallis  at  New  Brunswick,  and  after  deliberate  prepa- 
rations continued  the  pursuit.  Washington,  on  the  counter-march 
to  Princeton,  December  8,  met  Stirling  retiring  before  a  superior 
force,  and  returning  to  Trenton,  crossed  the  Delaware  in  safety.  Had 
Howe,  instead  of  resting  seventeen  hours  at  Princeton,  pushed  forward 
immediately,  the  year  1776  might  have  ended  with  a  very  different  record. 
As  it  was,  Cornwallis  reached  Trenton  just  in  time  to  see  the  rear  guard 
of  Washington  land  upon  the  western  bank  of  the  Delaware ;  he  made 
several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  seize  boats,  and  seemed  surprised  to  find 
them  all  beyond  his  reach.  He  marched  thirteen  miles  up  the  river  to 
Coryell's  Ferry,  sending  a  column  also  below  as  if  he  would  entrap  the 
Americans  in  the  acute  angle  made  by  the  bend  of  the  river  opposite 
Bordentown.  But  an  able  disposition  of  troops  on.  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  Delaware  by  Washington,  and  the  want  of  boats,  discouraged  special 
efforts.  A  noted  loyalist,  in  censuring  Howe  for  not  crossing  immediately 
and  annihilating  the  American  arm}^  said,  "  There  was  a  board-yard 
entirely  full  and  directly  back  of  the  house  in  which  the  commander- 
in-chief  had  his  headquarters,  and  which  he  must  have  seen  every  time 
he  looked  out  of  his  bedroom  window.  Besides,  there  was  in  Trenton  a 
number  of  large  barns  and  storehouses,  built  of  boards,  out  of  which  rafts 
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might  have  been  made,  in  the  space  of  two  days,  sufficient  to  liave  con- 
veyed the  wiiole  British  army,  with  their  baggage,  artillery,  and  provisions, 
across  the  river." 

Putnam  was  now  detached  to  take  command  of  Philadelphia  and  put 
it  in  a  position  of  defense.  Congress  retired  to  Baltimore.  Ever  since 
the  army  separated  at  White  Plains,  Lee  had  acted  a  mysterious  part. 
His  reputation  was  at  its  zenith,  and  not  only  Congress  but  the  country 
at  large  pinned  unlimited  faith  to  his  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war.  When 
ordered  to  New  Jersey  he  raved  about  the  insanity  of  one  army  reinforcing 
another,  as  if  he  was  holding  a  separate  command.  He  glibly  discussed 
saving  the  community  regardless  of  Congress,  and  wrote  to  Congress  re- 
flecting severely  upon  Washington's  judgment.  He  was  an  ambitious 
aspirant  for  power.  Finally  the  repeated  mandates  of  his  superior  ad- 
mitted of  no  further  evasion,  and  his  division  crossed  the  Hudson  Decem- 
ber 3.  His  progress  after  that  was  vexatiously  slow.  He  was  in  Pomptou 
on  the  7th  ;  from  Morristown  he  wrote  to  Congress,  December  8,  that 
Washington  was  all  wrong,  and  that  he  had  no  idea  of  joining  him ;  and 
to  Washington  he  reported  his  division  as  consisting  of  four  thousand 
noble-spirited  men,  with  whom  he  would  "  hang  on  the  enemy's  rear." 
Again  ordered  peremptorily  to  the  Delaware,  he  moved  forward  leisurely, 
caviling  at  everything  done  by  others,  and  in  four  days  had  only  readied 
Baskinridge,  where  he  very  indiscreetly  lodged,  with  a  small  guard,  in 
Mr.  White's  tavern,  near  the  church,  some  distance  from  the  main  body 
of  his  troops.  A  loyalist  in  the  neighborhood  rode  in  all  haste  with  the 
intelligence  to  Colonel  Harcourt,  afterwards  Earl  Harcourt,  who,  with  a 
scouting  party  of  seventy  dragoons,  was  watching  for  an  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  himself.     Early  next  morning  he  reached  the  spot  by  a 

^     _  rapid  march,  surrounded  the  house,  and  in  four  minutes  was  bear- 
Dec.  13.  .   '^  .         .  ' 

ing  off  in  triumph  the  capricious  general  who  had  just  written 
boastful  letters  to  the  effect  that  he  was  reconquering  the  Jerseys.  Lee 
was  at  first  treated  as  a  deserter  from  the  British  service,  and  not  as  a 
prisoner  of  war.  Howe  refused  to  see  him  at  Princeton,  and  he  was  taken 
under  a  close  g-uard  to  New  York. 

The  command  of  Lee's  division  devolved  upon  Sullivan,  who  promptly 
joined  Washington  on  the  20th,  the  very  date  of  Franklin's  arrival  in 
Paris.  Gates  arrived  the  same  day  with  some  Northern  troops,  and  the 
army  once  more  numbered  nearly  seven  thousand  effective  men.  In  ten 
days,  however,  the  enlistments  of  most  of  the  regiments  would  expire. 

It  was  not  a  pleasant  December,  but  cold,  stormy,  and  dismal.  Howe 
was  tired  of  discomfort,  and  preferred  winter-quarters  in  New  York,  where 
all  was  mirtli  and  jollity.     He  accordingly  cantoned  some  four  thousand 
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troops  at  Trenton,  Bordentown,  Mount  Holly,  Princeton,  New  Brunswick, 
Aniboy,  and  other  points,  scattering  them  even  to  the  Hackensack.  Tren- 
ton, the  most  southern  of  the  cantonments,  was  left  guarded  by  fifteen 
hundred  Hessians,  who  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Rahl,  a  brave  officer,  but  a  notorious  drunkard.  He  was 
averse  to  taking  the  trouble  to  fortify  ;  and  when  told  that  Washington 
contemplated  recrossing  the  Delaware,  he  laughed  at  the  idea.  Was  it 
not  December  ?  How  could  starving  men,  with  neither  shoes,  stockings, 
nor  blankets,  come  out  to  tight  in  such  an  inclement  season  ?  The  rebels 
•were  nothing,  anyhow,  but  a  pack  of  cowards.  ."  Let  them  come,"  he  said, 
"  we  will  at  them  with  the  bayonet." 

Howe  pompously  reported  his  surprising  successes.  He  was  master  of 
New  Jersey.  He  was  also  master  of  Ehode  Island,  having  sent  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  with  ten  thousand  men,  in  one  hundred  transports,  escorted 
by  fourteen  men-of-war  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  to  secure  Newport,  a  i'eat 
accomplished  December  8  witliout  the  firing  of  a  gun,  since  there  was  no 
garrison  to  resist.  And  Canada  had  been  altogether  restored  to  England 
by  the  valiant  and  humane  Carleton. 

The  game  of  war,  however,  was  not  yet  won,  as  Howe  was  shortly  to 
learn  to  his  intense  mortification.  Washington  was  preparing  for  a  bold 
dash  upon  Trenton.  Christmas  night  was  fixed  for  the  hazardous  under- 
taking. Gates,  like  Lee,  indulged  in  the  censure  of  Washington,  and  was 
impatient  of  his  supremacy.  When  desired  to  take  command  of  a  party 
at  Bristol  and  co-operate  in  the  spirited  expedition,  he  pleaded  ill  health, 
and  asked  leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  actually  intending  to  proceed  to 
Baltimore  and  lay  plans  of  his  own  before  Congress,  with  the  hope  of 
eclipsing  his  commander-in-chief.  Symptoms  of  an  insurrection  obliged 
Putnam  to  remain  in  Philadelphia  ;  but  Greene,  Sullivan,  Mercer,  and 
Stirling  were  among  the  general  officers  ;  and  Stark  of  New  Hampshire, 
Hand  of  Pennsylvania,  Glover  and  Knox  of  Massachusetts,  Webb  of  Con- 
necticut, Scott,  William  Washington,  and  James  Monroe  of  Virginia,  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  of  New  York,  were  among  the  field  and  other  officers 
with  Washington.  From  the  wasted  regiments  twenty-four  hundred  men 
only  could  be  found  strong  enough  and  sufficiently  clothed  to  accompany 
their  leaders.     The  weather  was  excessively  cold,  the  wind  high,  ^     ^^ 

J  '  ^    '  Dec.  25. 

the  river  full  of  ice,  and  the  current  difficult  to  stem.  They  began 
their  march  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  with  eighteen  field-pieces,  each  man 
carrying  cooked  provisions  for  three  days,  "  and  forty  rounds."  They 
reached  Mackonkey's  ferry  at  twilight.  The  Marblehead  mariners,  who 
did  such  good  service  on  the  retreat  from  Long  Island,  bravely  manned 
the  boats,  Knox  superintending  the  embarkation.     At  eleven  o'clock  it 


150  HISTORY  OF  THE   CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 

began  to  snow.     It  was  four  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  before  the  troops 
and  cannon  were  all  over  the  Delaware,  and  their  nine-mile  march  com- 
menced.    Washiu"ton's  plan  included  a  simultaneous  attack  from 

Dec.  26. 

several  points.  Nearly  opposite  Trenton,  Ewing,  Nixon,  and  Hitch- 
cock were  posted  with  troops,  directed  to  cross  and  intercept  the  retreat 
of  the  Hessians,  or  prevent  Donop  at  Burlington  from  affording  relief ; 
and  at  Bristol,  Cadwallader  and  Eeed  were  also  to  cross  for  a  similar 
purpose.  The  ice  rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  execution  of  either  of 
these  orders.  The  troops  with  Washington  were  formed  in  two  divisions 
about  three  miles  from  the  ferry,  Sullivan  leading  one  column  along  the 
road  near  the  river,  and  Greene  guiding  the  other  upon  a  road  to  the  lefti 
These  roads  entered  the  town  at  different  points,  but  the  distance  was 
nearly  the  same.  Washington  was  with  Greene,  whose  advanced  guard 
was  led  by  Captain  William  Washington,  with  James  Monroe  (afterwards 
President  of  the  United  States)  as  first  lieutenant.  The  stinging  cold, 
the  beating  storm,  and  the  tiresome  march  were  borne  bravely  by  all.  At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  Trenton  was  reached.  On  the  route  Sullivan 
sent  a  messenger  in  haste  to  Washington  to  say  that  the  storm  had  ruined 
many  of  the  muskets.  "  Then  use  the  bayonet,  for  the  town  must  be 
taken,"  was  the  crisp  reply.  The  snow  deadened  the  tread  of  the  troops 
and  the  rumbling  of  artillery.  Thus  the  surprise  was  complete.  While 
Washington  advanced  on  the  north  of  the  town,  Sullivan  approached  on 
the  west,  and  Stark  was  detached  to  press  on  the  south  end  of  the  village. 
Some  five  hundred  of  the  enemy  at  this  latter  point,  seeing  Washington 
coming  down  in  front,  as  Stark  thundered  in  their  rear,  fled  precipitately 
by  the  bridge  across  the  Assanpink,  towards  Donop,  at  Bordentown. 
Washington  rode  into  Trenton  beside  the  artillery,  giving  directions  when 
and  how  to  fire,  but  he  was  presently  flying  from  point  to  point  regardless 
of  his  personal  safety,  and  from  the  swiftness  of  the  manoeuvres  of  his 
troops  the  Hessians  were  allowed  no  time  to  form,  therefore  their  firing 
was  all  at  random  and  without  effect.  In  thirty-five  minutes  the  action 
was  over.  Eahl,  in  attempting  to  rally  his  panic-stricken  guard,  had 
fallen  mortally  wounded,  and  they  immediately  surrendered.  Washington 
took  possession  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  six  brass  field-pieces, 
twelve  hundred  small-arms,  standards,  horses,  and  plunder  in  immense 
quantities ;  this  last  he  advertised,  and  restored  to  all  such  persons  as 
came  forward  and  proved  their  title  to  the  stolen  goods, — an  act  so  humane 
and  just,  and  so  totally  unlike  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  had  been  treated  by  their  so-called  protectors,  that  there  was  an 
immediate  revolution  in  public  sentiment  which  was  of  lasting  impor- 
tance.    Had  the  two  divisions  crossed  the  river  as  Washington  expected. 
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none  of  the  Hessians  could  have  escaped.  And  in  this  brilliant  achieve- 
ment the  Americans  lost  only  two  privates  killed,  two  frozen  to  death, 
and  two  officers  and  four  privates  wounded.  The  whole  scheme  was  as 
ingenious  as  it  was  executed  with  remarkable  vigor.  To  Howe's  startled 
senses  it  was  as  if  some  energetic  apparition  had  risen  from  the  dead. 

The  victory  of  Trenton  turned  the  wheel  of  American  destiny  into  a 
new  light.  Washington  commended  his  officers  and  men  in  the  warmest 
terms,  pronouncing  their  conduct  admirable  without  a  solitary  exception. 
He  recrossed  the  Delaware  into  Pennsylvania  with  his  prisoners,  as  Tren- 
ton in  itself  was  of  no  account,  and  made  immediate  arrangements  to  fol- 
low up  his  success  and  drive  the  British  back  into  New  York.  Before 
the  last  day  of  the  year  he  had  a  second  time  crossed  the  Delaware  with 
his  forces,  and  all  England  was  presently  to  look  with  amazement  upon 
their  own  retreating  legions.  Lord  Germain  said,  "  Our  hopes  were 
blasted  by  that  unhappy  affair  at  Trenton." 

.  The  prisoners  taken  at  Fort  Washington  were  crammed  into  every 
available  building  in  New  York  City  at  this  moment,  —  churches,  sugar- 
houses,  stores,  and  jails.  The  Middle  Dutch  Church  was  stripped  of  its 
pulpit  and  pews,  and  nearly  three  thousand  men,  sick  and  well,  were 
huddled  indiscriminately  within  its  walls. 

On  the  27th  Congress  passed  a  resolution  investing  Washington  with 
such  extraordinary  military  powers,  that  he  was  said  in  Europe  to  have 
been  appointed  "  Dictator  of  America."  These  crusts  were  confided  to 
him  for  six  months,  that  he  might  enlist  and  organize  an  army  which 
would  have  more  solidity  and  permanence  than  the  phantom  he  had  hith- 
erto attempted  to  control.  The  news  reached  him  on  the  29th.  ^^^  ^^ 
The  action  of  Congress  authorizing  the  commissioners  in  France 
to  borrow  two  millions  sterling  at  six  per  cent  for  ten  years,  together  with 
an  order  for  the  emission  of  five  million  dollars  in  paper  on  the  faith  oi 
the  United  States,  came  to  his  knowledge  also  on  the  same  date. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

1777. 

THE   YEAR   OF   BATTLES. 

MoxEY.  —  Victory  at  Princeton.  —  Startling  Achievements.  —  New  Jersey  recon- 
quered BY  Washington.  —  Army  at  Morristown.  —  Lord  Stirling.  —  Raids. — 
Burning  of  Danbury.  —Storming  of  Sagg  Harbor. — Capture  of  General  Pres- 
cott.  —  Constitution  of  New  York.  — Augustus  Jay.  —  Battle  of  Scotch  Plains. 
—  Fall  of  Ticondekoga.  —  Battle  of  Oriskany.  —  Battle  of  Bennington. —Dis- 
cussions IN  Parliament.  —  Lafayette. —The  New  Jersey  Gazette. — Opening 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  —  Battle  of  the  Brandywine. — Fall  of 
Philadelphia.  —  Battles  of  Saratoga.  —  Battle  of  Germantown.  —  Burning  of 
Kingston.  —  Surrender  of  Burgoyne.  —  Valley  Forge. — "West  Point. 

THE  New  Year  dawned  upon  a  great  chieftain  almost  without  an 
array.  And  yet  many  of  the  disbanding  regiments,  whose  terms  of 
enlistment  expired  with  the  old  year,  were  so  electrified  Math  delight  at 
the  victory  of  Trenton,  that  they  agreed  with  one  voice  to  remain  six 
weeks  longer,  without  any  stipulations  of  their  own  in  respect  to  com- 
pensation. The  grave  question  of  how  to  pay  off  the  troops  agitated 
Washington  at  this  moment  beyond  all  others  ;  he  had  pledged  his  own 
fortune,  other  officers  had  done  the  same,  the  paymaster  was  out  of  funds, 
the  public  credit  was  exhausted.  Until  the  bills  ordered  by  Congress 
could  be  executed,  he  was  left  penniless  even  of  paper  money.  Robert 
]\Iorris  was  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  head  of  a  committee  from  Congress, 
and  to  him  Washington  wrote,  December  30,  "  Borrow  money  while  it 
can  be  done.  No  time,  my  dear  sir,  is  to  be  lost."  Very  early  on  New 
Year's  morning,  writes  Bancroft,  Morris  went  from  house  to  house  in  the 
Quaker  City  rousing  people  from  their  beds  to  borrow  money ;  and  before 
noon  he  sent  Washington  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

While  Washington  was  hurriedly  reorganizing  his  army  at  Trenton, 
Cornwallis  (who,  about  to  sail  for  Europe  when  the  news  of  Washington's 
master-stroke  at  Trenton  reached  Howe,  had  been  sent  back  into  New 
Jersey  to  repair  the  mischief  wrought)  was  making  ready  at  Princeton  to 
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lead  seven  tbousaud  veteran  troops  upon  the  devoted  heroes.  01"  this 
Wasliington  had  timely  notice.  The  cold  of  the  past  week  had  abated, 
aiKl  the  roads  were  soft ;  thus  the  march  of  the  British,  which  com- 
menced on  the  morning  of  January  2,  was  painfully  slow.  And 
they  were  delayed  at  various  points  by  skirmishers.  Leslie,  witli  a  bri- 
gade, was  left  at  Maidenhead  as  a  reserve.  At  Five  Mile  Run  they  en- 
countered the  brave  Hand  with  his  riflemen,  who  disputed  every  step 
henceforward  until  they  reached  Trenton.  At  Shabbakong  Creek  the 
column  was  embarrassed  for  two  hours  by  Americans  secreted  within  the 
woods  on  the  sides  of  the  road.  When  within  a  mile  of  Trenton,  Greene 
met  them  with  two  field-pieces  and  six  hundred  or  more  musketeers,  and 
held  them  in  check  for  some  time,  then  withdrew  in  good  order.  Late  on 
that  wintry  afternoon  Washington,  mounted  upon  a  white  horse,  placed 
himself  in  the  rear,  and  threw  the  few  troops  remaining  in  the  town  across, 
the  bridge  of  the  Assanpink,  beyond  which  the  main  body  of  his  army 
stood  in  admirable  battle  array,  silent  in  their  ranks,  protected  by  bat- 
teries. The  sight  was  imposing ;  it  was  nearly  sundown,  and  fogs  and  ex- 
ceptional darkness  threatened.  Cornwallis  encamped  his  tired  troops  on 
the  hill  above,  confident  in  having  driven  Washington  into  a  situation 
from  which  he  could  not  possibly  escape,  and  with  vigilant  guards  sta- 
tioned along  the  little  stream,  went  to  sleep  in  anticipation  of  a  desperate 
struggle  on  the  morrow. 

The  American  camp  fires  for  more  than  half  a  mile  along  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  Assanpink,  blazed  and  flickered,  throwing  a  glare  over  the 
town  ;  and  ever  and  anon  from  this  wall  of  flame  rose  flashes,  as  fresh 
heaps  of  fuel  were  added,  illuminating  the  heavens  for  a  great  distance. 
The  British  sentries  watched  lazily,  listening  to  the  perpetual  sound  of 
digging  near  the  bridge,  where  the  Americans  were  apparently  scrambling 
to  throw  up  intrenchments,  working  the  whole  night  long. 

At  daylight  there  was  not  a  soul  to  be  seen  !  The  American  army  had 
vanished  like  a  dissolving-view  !  Cornwallis  could  scarcely  credit  the 
evidence  of  his  own  eyes  !  Mounted  officers  tore  madly  through 
the  streets.  Where,  oh,  where  was  the  foe  they  had  come  so  far  to 
fight  ?  A  distant  rumbling  like  that  of  cannon  in  the  direction  of  Prince- 
ton told  of  a  twin  achievement  to  that  of  the  week  before,  which  a  dis- 
tinguished foreign  military  critic  has  pronounced  the  best  planned  and 
executed  military  manoeuvre  of  the  eighteenth  century.  If  possible,  this 
attack  upon  Princeton,  in  its  audacity  and  its  inspiring  results,  excelled 
that  of  Trenton.  Cornwallis  was  appalled  lest  Washington  should  reach 
and  destroy  the  British  magazines  at  New  Brunswick  !  He  broke  up  his 
camp  and  forthwith  inarched  rapidly  towards  Princeton. 
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Washington,  knowing  the  by-ways  leading  out  of  Trenton,  the  cross-cuts 
and  the  roundabout  roads,  had  soon  after  dark  silently  removed  the  bag- 
gage of  his  army  to  Burlington.  About  midnight  he  had  forwarded  his 
troops  in  detachments  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Princeton.  The  weather 
changing  suddenly  to  crisp  cold,  aided  him  materially  in  moving  his  artil- 
lery. The  party  left  to  deceive  the  enemy  by  maintaining  fires  and  noise 
of  labor  performed  their  parts  well,  and  with  the  early  dawn  hastened  after 
the  army.  At  sunrise  Washington  reached  the  outskirts  of  Princeton, 
and  wheeled  by  a  back  road  towards  the  colleges.  Three  British  regi- 
ments had  been  left  here,  under  marching  orders  for  Trenton,  and  two  of 
these  had  already  started,  one  being  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  other. 
With  each  there  was  a  sharp  and  severe  conflict.  In  the  first,  near  the 
bridge  at  Stony  Brook,  the  lion-hearted  General  Mercer  was  killed.  This 
was  one  of  the  moments  when  all  the  latent  fire  of  Washington's  character 
blazed  forth.  He  rode  squarely  to  the  front,  less  than  thirty  yards  from 
the  enemy,  reined  in  his  horse,  and  waved  his  hat  to  cheer  on  his  troops. 
Scarcely  twenty  minutes  later  the  British  were  flying  over  the  fences  and 
fields,  vigorously  chased  for  three  or  four  miles.  Washington  took  Hitch- 
cock by  the  hand  and  thanked  him  in  the  presence  of  the  soldiers  for  his 
gallantry  ;  and  he  also  warmly  complimented  Hand  for  efficient  services. 
Meanwhile  Stark,  Eeed,  and  Stirling  drove  the  other  resisting  regiments 
into  the  college  buildings  ;  from  which,  to  escape  certain  capture,  the 
majority  fled  through  the  fields  into  a  back  road  in  the  direction  of  New 
Brunswick.  Nearly  three  hundred  surrendered,  including  fourteen  offi- 
cers ;  the  British  loss  in  killed  was  between  two  and  three  hundred.  The 
American  loss  in  numbers  was  small. 

Washington  would  have  proceeded  instantly  to  New  Brunswick  Init  for 

the  fatigue  of  his  men,  who  had  been  in  constant  service  two  days  and 

one  night,  without  shelter  and  almost  without  refreshment.    After  breaking 

up  the  bridge  at  Kingston  over  the  Millstone  Pviver,  he  marched  toward 

,     ^    the  high  mountain  ridge,  and  halted  for  the  night  at  Somerset 

Jan.  5.  '='  '^  '  ^ 

Court-house.  He  reached  Morristown  on  the  5th,  and  there, 
among  the  barriers  of  nature,  established  winter-quarters.  But  he  did 
not  sit  down  idle.  He  sent  out  detachments  to  assail  and  harass  Corn- 
wallis,  and  with  such  address  were  these  expeditions  conducted  that  the 
British  commander  was  actually  compelled  to  evacuate  all  his  posts  west- 
ward of  New  Brunswick,  and  concentrate  his  forces  for  the  safety  of  his 
stores  at  that  place.  George  Clinton,  with  troops  from  Peekskill,  looked 
down  upon  Hackensack  on  the  day  that  the  army  reached  Morristown, 
and  the  British  force  fled  from  that  point. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  consternation  of  the  enemy.  Maxwell,  with  a 
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comj)aiiy  of  militia,  suddenly  descended  from  the  Short  Hills  and  drove 
the  British  out  of  Newark,  had  a  skirmish  with  them  at  Springfield,  com- 
pelled them  to  leave  Elizabeth,  and  fought  them  at  Eahway  for  two 
hours.  On  the  9th  the  British  were  fairly  cooped  up  in  New  Brunswick 
and  Amboy  ;  and  there  they  remained  the  rest  of  the  winter,  subject  to 
constant  alarms  for  their  own  safety.  Not  a  stick  of  wood,  a  kernel  of 
corn,  or  a  spear  of  grass,  could  they  procure  without  fighting  for  it,  unless 
sent  over  from  New  York. 

The  glory  of  these  startling  achievements  was  rendered  doubly  con- 
spicuous by  their  immediate  effects.  The  army  which  was  supposed  to 
be  on  the  verge  of  annihilation  had  in  three  weeks  dislodged  the  flower 
of  the  British  soldiery  from  every  position  it  had  taken,  save  two,  in  the 
whole  province  of  New  Jersey.  The  reaction  of  public  sentiment  was 
marvelous.  Despondency  was  dispelled  as  by  a  charm.  Washington's 
sagacity,  intrepidity,  and  generalship  were  applauded  both  by  friend  and 
foe.  The  greatest  personages  of  Europe  lavished  upon  him  praise  and 
congratulation.  He  was  compared  to  the  renowned  commanders  of  an- 
tiquity. Van  Bulow  writes,  "  The  two  events  of  Trenton  and  Princeton 
are  sufficient  to  elevate  a  general  to  the  temple  of  immortality."  Botta, 
the  Italian  historian,  says,  "  Achievements  so  astonishing  gained  for  the 
American  commander  a  very  great  reputation,  and  were  regarded  with 
wonder  by  all  nations,  as  well  as  by  the  Americans."  Horace  Walpole, 
in  a  letter  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  said,  "  I  look  upon  a  great  part  of  Amer- 
ica as  lost  to  this  country." 

When  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  fled  to  the  mountains  for 
safety  upon  the  advent  of  the  armies  in  December,  ventured  to  return  in 
January,  they  found  their  houses  plundered,  fences  used  for  fire-wood, 
and  gardens  and  grounds  in  open  common.  Those  who  liad  remained  in 
their  dwellings  learned  to  their  sorrow  (as  did  the  inhabitants  of  Long 
Island  and  Westchester)  that  neither  neutrality  nor  loyalty  protected 
them  from  barbarous  and  indiscriminate  pillage.  Churches  were  dese- 
crated, libraries  destroyed,  and  the  furniture,  clothing,  and  eatables  of 
private  families  taken  whenever  want  or  inclination  dictated,  expostu- 
lation only  resulting  in  wanton  mischief — such  as  the  breaking  of  glass 
or  the  ripping  open  of  beds  by  which  feathers  were  scattered  to  the 
four  winds.  Infancy,  old  age,  and  womanhood  were  brutally  outraged. 
The  Hessians  bore  the  blame  chiefly,  but  the  English  soldiery  were 
scarcely  less  to  be  dreaded.  The  country  rose  against  the  invaders. 
Every  foraging  party  sent  out  from  New  Brunswick  was  driven  back 
with  loss  by  such  gallant  leaders  as  Spencer,  Maxwell,  and  Littell.  Hun- 
dreds of  skirmishes  occurred  before  spring ;  individually  unimportant  per- 
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haps,  and  yet  brilliant  in  their  relations  to  the  events  which  had  gone 
before  and  were  to  follow  in  immediate  succession. 

Lord  Stirling  wrote  to  Governor  Livingston,  "  Now  is  the  time  to  exert 
every  nerve."  New  Jersey  in  her  great  peril  had  no  more  efficient,  faith- 
ful, and  fearless  champions  than  these  two  officers.  Both  were  New- 
Yorkers  by  birth,  education,  and  family  interests.  Stirling's  wife  was 
Livingston's  sister.  Stirling  himself  was  the  son  of  New  York's  famous 
lawyer,  James  Alexander,  and  a  descendant  of  the  De  Peysters  through 

his  mother.  Lady  Mary,  the  elder 
of  his  two  daughters,  was  married 
to  Robert  Watts,  son  of  Counselor 
John  Watts,  and  residing  in  New 
York  at  the  present  crisis,  —  her 
husband,  however,  taking  no  part 
on  either  side  in  the  conflict.  Stir- 
ling's country-seat  was  at  Baskin- 
ridge,  a  few  miles  from  Morris- 
town,  the  house  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  State,  fronting  a  spacious 
lawn,  with  gardens,  fields,  and  a 
fine  deer-park  stretching  off  to  the 
right  and  left.  The  stables  and 
coach-houses  were  perhaps  the 
most  striking  features  of  the  es- 
Lord  Stirling.  ^g^j^g^  Ornamented  with  cupolas  and 

gilded  weather-vanes,  and  encircling  a  large  paved  court  in  the  rear. 
They  sheltered  the  handsomest  horses  and  the  most  stylish  equipage  at 
that  time  in  the  State.^  Quiet  homes  in  this  mountainous  region  had 
been  secured  by  many  New  York  families.  John  Morton,  styled  the 
"  Rebel  banker "  by  the  British,  lived  near  Lord  Stirling,  and  with  this 
gentleman  General  Lee  was  to  have  breakfasted  the  very  morning  of 
his  capture.     Morton's  daughter,  Eliza  Susan,  then  quite  young,  after- 

^  Lord  Stirling  was  in  seriou.s  financial  embarrassment,  consequent  in  part  from  the  costli- 
ness of  his  residence  in  England  some  years  before,  one  of  the  incidents  of  which  was  his 
unsuccessful  claim  to  the  title  and  estates  of  the  Earl  of  Stirling.  Just  prior  to  the  Eevo- 
lution,  he  obtained  Legislative  permission  to  sell  his  property  by  lottery,  but  the  tickets  had 
not  yet  found  buyers  when  the  confusion  of  affairs  stopped  proceedings.  His  lands  known 
as  the  Cheesecocks,  Richbills,  Provoost,  Herdenburgh,  and  Minisiuk  Patents,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Orarlge,  Ulster,  Albany,  and  Westchester,  with  other  real  estate,  were  mortgaged  to 
Mrs.  Anna  Waddell,  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  New  York  City,  of  whom  he  had  bor- 
rowed large  sums  of  money,  —  which  lands  subsequently  fell  by  foreclosure  to  the  daughters 
of  Mrs.  Waddell,  who  married  into  the  families  of  the  Taylors  and  Winthrops.     Mrs.  Anna 
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wards  married  the  distinguished  scholar  and  statesman,  Josiah  Quincy. 
Mrs.  Governor  Livingston  and  her  daughter  were  the  guests  of  Lady 
Stirling  the  entire  winter,  hastily  abandoning  "  Liberty  Hall "  when  the 
enemy  approached  Elizabeth. 

The  governor  was  upon  his  horse  daily,  regardless  of  cold,  fatigue,  in- 
clement weather,  or  personal  danger.  He  convened  the  Legislature,  and  he 
conferred  with  Washington,  attending  to  innumerable  conflicting  duties 
at  various  points  between  Trenton  and  Morristown.  Washington  issued 
mandates  which  Livingston  emphasized  relative  to  the  suppression  of  law- 
less rapine  among  the  American  soldiers.  The  offer  of  full  pardon  to  all 
inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  who  would  surrender  their  protection-papers  to 
the  nearest  officer  and  swear  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  resulted  in 
a  considerable  accession  to  the  patriot  ranks.  But  there  were  Quakers  in 
Western  New  Jersey  who  fondly  cherished  the  non-resistance  doctrine, 
to  the  infinite  embarrassment  of  the  framers  of  the  new  militia  laws  of 
the  State.  Sharp  lines  were  drawn  between  friends  and  foes,  dividing 
families  and  scattering  households,  but  the  public  safety  demanded  rigor- 
ous measures.  Every  man  who  was  unwilling  to  take  the  oath  was 
obliged  to  retire  within  the  British  limits.  Upon  the  recommendation  of 
Livingston,  the  Legislature  finally,  on  the  5th  of  June,  passed  a  bill  con- 
fiscating the  personal  estates  of  all  such  as  still  adhered  to  the  British 
interest.  This  provoked  the  bitterest  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  refugees, 
notwithstanding  the  act  provided  a  period  of  grace  in  which  without  loss 
of  property  they  might  renew  their  allegiance.     Henceforward  to  the  end 

Waddell  was  the  widow  of  John  Waddell,  the  grandson  of  Captain  John  Waddell  who,-  for 
great  naval  victories  gained  by  him,  was  specially  endowed  by  Charles  II.  "in  perpetual 
remembrance  of  his  glorious  achievements,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male  for- 
ever," with  a  coat  of  arms  —  ten  fire-balls,  etc.,  and  a  crest  of  a  demi-lion 
rampant,  out  of  the  battlements  of  a  castle,  bearing  a  banner  of  St.  George. 
John  Waddell  came  from  Dover,  England,  and  was  married  in  1736  to  the 
lady  above  mentioned,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  the  old  Government 
House.  The  wedding  chairs  used  on  this  occasion  are  still  preserved  in 
the  family.  (See  page  191.)  He  was  one  of  the  first  subscribers  to  the 
New  York  Society  Library.  After  his  death,  Mrs.  Waddell  became  one 
of  the  trustees,  the  only  lady  whose  name  appears  in  the  Royal  charter  of 
that  institution.  Their  eldest  son,  William  Waddell,  was  an  alderman 
during  the  Revolution,  and  a  man  of  civil  and  social  distinction.  Henry, 
eldest  son  of  William  Waddell,  married  Eliza,  the  daughter  of  Lloyd  Dau- 
beny  (entitled  to  the  Peerage  of  Lord  Daubeny)  and  Mary  Coventry,  a 
descendant  of  the  Earls  of  Coventry.  The  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza 
Daubeny  Waddell,  Coventry  Waddell,  who  was  United  States  Marshal 
under  President  Jackson,  financial  agent  of  the  State  Department  under  Waddell  Arms. 
Secretaries  Edward  Livingston  and  John  Forsyth,  and  subsequently  Oflicial  and  General 
Assignee  in  Bankruptcy  for  New  York  City,  is  now  the  only  living  representative  of  the 
three  families  of  Daubeny,  Coventry,  and  Waddell  in  this  country. 
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of  the  war  these  men  were  far  more  to  be  feared  than  the  British  or  Hes- 
sian soldiers,  as  they  were  constantly  fitting  out  expeditions  into  their 
old  neighborhoods  for  revengeful  murder  and  plunder.  Their  inroads 
were  similar  to  the  border  forays  in  Scotland.  They  made  sundry  at- 
tempts to  burn  "  Liberty  Hall,"  and  threatened  the  governor's  life  with 
fierce  intent.  His  family  removed  in  the  early  spring  from  Lord  Stirling's 
home  at  Baskinridge  to  Percepany.  On  the  night  of  July  27,  while  the 
governor  was  paying  a  flying  visit  to  them,  the  house  was  surrounded  by 
a  b^nd  of  refugees ;  but,  knowing  that  gentlemen  guests  were  within 
from  whom  they  might  not  be  able  to  distinguish  their  victim,  they  laid 
down  in  the  grass  waiting  for  daylight,  and  overslept  themselves.  When 
roused  by  the  sunshine,  Governor  Livingston  was  galloping  over  the 
roads,  miles  away,  to  meet  some  important  appointment,  wholly  uncon- 
scious of  what  he  had  escaped. 

The  right  wing  of  Washington's  army  was  at  Princeton  under  Putnam, 
who  had  hardly  as  many  men  as  miles  of  frontier  to  guard ;  the  left 
wing  was  under  Heath  in  the  Highlands,  and  cantonments  were  estab- 
lished at  various  points  along  this  extended  line.  Wooster,  Scott,  Lin- 
coln, Parsons,  McDougall,  and  Benedict  Arnold  were  all  in  the  Hudson 
River  division,  and  were  stationed  at  various  times  as  far  south  as  North 
Castle,  New  Rochelle,  Dobb's  Ferry,  and  even  Kingsbridge,  but  nothing 
of  importance  transpired.  Parties  of  the  enemy  prowled  through  the 
neighborhood  of  New  York  City  for  cattle,  horses,  hay,  and  grain,  when- 
ever it  was  practicable.    In  March,  Colonel  Bird,  with  a  detachment 

March  23.  ^ 

of  five  hundred  troops  under  a  convoy  of  one  frigate  and  some 
smaller  vessels,  suddenly  appeared  at  Peekskill,  where  the  magazines  and 
stores  of  Heath  were  collected,  and,  driving  McDougall  with  his  small 
force  from  the  town,  captured  a  considerable  amount  of  booty.  Colonel 
Willett  with  sixty  men  dashed  upon  them  before  they  had  finished  their 
business,  with  such  vigor  that  they  fled  precipitately  to  their  vessels. 
Heath  was  at  the  time  in  Massachusetts,  having  been  appointed  on  the 
14th  to  the  command  of  the  Eastern  department. 

April  was  notable  for  the  British  raid  upon  Danbury,  Connecticut, 
where  the  Americans  had  stored  supplies  and  munitions  of  war.  Tryon 
connnanded  the  expedition,  and  was  accompanied  by  Sir  William  Erskine 
and  General  Agnew,  with  two  thousand  men.  They  landed  at  Compo 
beach,  just  east  of  Norwalk,  from  twenty-five  vessels,  and  marched 
A  rii26  ^"^^lity-two  miles  inland,  reaching  Danbury  Saturday  afternoon, 

April  26.  The  guard  was  too  small  for  effective  resistance,  and 
withdrew.  The  inhabitants  fled  for  safety  into  the  country  to  the  north 
and  east.     Sergeant  Nathaniel  Hoyt,  of  Washington's  Continental  Artil- 
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leiy,^  chanced  to  be  home  on  a  furlough,  and  hastily  removed  his  wife  and 
young  children  to  New  Milford  upon  an  ox-cart,  passing  out  of  the 
town  just  as  the  red-coated  legions  came  in.  His  cousin,  Comfort  Hoyt, 
was  less  fortunate  in  escaping,  his  handsome  horses  being  discovered  by 
the  invaders  and  taken  from  his  wagon  on  the  road.  The  families,  sud- 
denly abandoning  their  homes,  took  such  valuables  as  they  could  carry,  but 
the  greater  portion  of  their  household  goods  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
foe.  The  church  was  packed  to  the  galleries  with  provisions  in  barrels, 
and  several  barns  and  other  depositories  were  full  to  the  roof ;  these  were 
rolled  into  the  street  in  a  pile,  and  the  torch  applied.  Eighteen  hundred 
barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  seven  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  two  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat,  corresponding  quantities  of  rye,  oats,  corn,  and  hay, 
and  a  large  invoice  of  tents,  were  consumed,  the  smoke  filling  the  air  with 
a  suffocating  odor,  and  the  melted  pork  running  in  streams  through  the 
streets.  Rum  was  found  and  drank  by  the  British  soldiers,  and  the 
night  was  made  hideous  with  their  revelry.  The  country  was  aroused 
far  and  near.  Wooster  and  Arnold  were  both  in  New  Haven  on  fur- 
loughs, but  were  quickly  speeding  by  a  forced  march  to  the  rescue,  and 
Silliman  was  on  the  wing.  Late  in  the  evening  a  flying  messenger  for  aid 
reached  Colonel  Luddington  in  Carmel,  New  York,  whose  men  were  at 

1  Sergeant  Nathaniel  Hoyt,  born  1750,  was  one  of  the  rear-guard  in  the  retreat  from  Long 
Island,  and  also  from  New  York  City  (see  page  127).  He  served  in  the  Continental  Army 
during  nearly  the  whole  period  of  the  contiict.  His  home  was  in  Danbury.  He  was  de- 
scended in  the  direct  line  from  Simon  Hoyt,  who  came  to  Salem,  Massaclmsetts,  in  1628,  with 
Governor  Endicott,  and  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  seven  diflerent  towns.  He  was  of  the 
party  who  traveled  on  foot  from  Salem  through  the  woods  to  explore  and  settle  Charlestown. 
In  1636  he  was  among  the  founders  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  a  deacon  in  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  s  church.  He  bouglit  an  extensive  territory  of  land  in  Fairfield  County,  and  with 
his  sons  aided  in  the  settlement  of  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  and  Danbury,  and  also 
Deerfield,  Massachusetts.  His  eldest  son,  Walter  Hoyt  (born  1618),  was  the  fifth  of  the 
ten  proprietors  named  in  the  instrument  when  Norwalk  was  incorporated  in  1653,  they  hav- 
ing owned  the  land  for  twenty  years.  Walter's  son,  John  Hoyt  (born  1644),  was  one  of 
the  eight  original  proprietors  of  Danbury  in  1685.  John's  son  Benjamin  had  a  son  Nathan- 
iel, who  was  the  father  of  Sergeant  Nathaniel  Hoyt,  whose  son  Nathaniel  was  a  resident  of 
Western  New  York,  an  honored  and  useful  citizen,  within  the  memory  of  tiie  present  genera- 
tion. The  Hoyts  have  intermarried  with  the  Benedicts,  Trowbridges,  Fields,  Nashes,  Lock- 
woods,  Welds,  and  other  eminent  families,  and  have  held  many  offices  of  trust  civil  and 
military.  Among  the  distinguished  descendants,  through  their  mother,  Mary  Hoyt,  are 
John  Sherman,  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  General  William  Tecumseh  Sherman. 
The  Deerfield  branch  of  the  Hoyts  descended  from  Nicholas,  the  second  son  of  Simon  Hoyt 
of  Wind.sor.  Several  generations  of  the  family  lived  in  the  I'amous  old  Indian  House  in  that 
town.  General  Epaphras  Hoyt,  historian  and  antiquarian  writer  (born  1765),  was  one  of 
four  brothers,  all  of  whom  were  military  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature.  Their 
sister  married  Justin  Hitchcock,  and  was  tlie  mother  of  President  Edwai'd  Hitchcock  of 
Amherst  College. 
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tlieir  homes  scattered  over  the  distance  of  many  miles ;  no  one  being  at 
hand  to  call  them,  his  daughter  Sibyl  Luddiugton,  a  spirited  young  girl 
of  sixteen,  mounted  her  horse  in  the  dead  of  night  and  performed  this 
service,  and  by  lireakfast-time  the  next  morning  the  whole  regiment  was 
on  its  rapid  march  to  Danbury.  But  the  mischief  had  been  accomplished. 
The  British,  apprised  of  the  approach  of  the  Americans  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  27tli,  burned  all  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  and 
retreated  upon  the  Fairfield  road  towards  the  sound.  Wooster,  effecting 
a  junction  with  Silliman,  pursued  and  harassed  them,  and  about  noon  a 
sharp  fight  was  maintained  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  in  which  Wooster 
fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  very  moment  while  shouting,  "  Come  on, 
boys,  never  mmd  such  random  shots  !  "  ^  Arnold  behaved  with  remark- 
able intrepidity  ;  his  horse  was  killed  when  within  ten  yards  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  soldier  leaped  upon  him  with  fixed  bayonet,  whom  he  instantly  shot. 
The  skirmishing  continued  until  the  whole  force  had  re-embarked  for 
New  York.  The  enemy  were  so  hotly  pursued  that  they  were  only  able 
to  cross  the  Segatuck  bridge  by  running  at  full  speed.  Their  loss  was 
between  three  and  four  hundred.  General  Agnew  was  among  the 
wounded.  Howe  never  considered  the  advantages  gained  by  this  exploit 
equal  to  the  costs. 

May  was  marked  by  an  act  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  Americans 
which  evinced  so  much  ability  of  plan  and  boldness  of  execution  that 
the   British  generals  were  confounded.     Parsons,^  commanding  in  Con- 


1  Major-General  David  Wooster,  born  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  March  2,  1710,  had 
been  a  valuable  officer  in  the  French  War  ;  but  for  twelve  years  prior  to  the  Revolution  was 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  Haven,  and  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and  elegances  of 
wealth.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  President  Clapp  of  Yale  College.  His  mansion  in 
Wooster  Street,  then  isolated  among  country  scenes,  had  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  beau- 
tiful bay  of  New  Haven,  and  was  the  resort  of  the  learning  and  polish  of  the  time  ;  his  style 
of  living,  his  bountiful  table,  his  troupe  of  black  domestics,  his  horses  and  his  phaeton,  were 
all  in  the  highest  elegance  of  the  olden  period.  He  was  offered  a  high  commission  in  the 
British  army,  which  he  spurned,  and  enrolled  himself  upon  the  side  of  America  with  the  first 
knell  of  hostilities,  drawing  from  his  own  ample  fortune  to  equip  and  pay  his  officers  and 
men.     His  death  was  deeply  lamented. 

'^  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  was  a  lawyer,  and  one  of  the  most  scholarly  writers  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Lyme, 
Connecticut  —  afterwards  at  Newbury  port,  Massachusetts  —  a  protege  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Edwards,  and  the  intimate  friend  of  Whitfield.  The  mother  of  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  was 
Phebe  Griswold,  the  sister  of  Governor  Matthew  Griswold,  and  his  wife  was  a  Miss  Mather, 
of  Lyme,  descended  from  the  distinguished  Boston  Mathers.  Ezra  Lee,  who  experimented 
with  Bushnell's  machine  for  submarine  navigation  (see  pages  98,  99),  married  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
General  Parsons.  Inheriting  brilliant  qualities  from  both  father  and  mother,  carefully 
educated,  and  trained  in  legal  lore  by  his  accomplished  uncle,  Governor  RLitthew  Griswold, 
General  Parsons  was  well  fitted  for  public  life.     He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1759,  when 
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necticut,  sent  Colonel  Meigs  to  destroy  the  military  stores  and  provisions 
which  the  enemy  had  collected  at  Sagg  Harbor.  He  sailed  from  New 
Haven  May  21,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  men  in  thirteen  whale- 
boats,  but  the  sea  being  rough  anchored  in  Guilford  harbor  until  the  23d  ; 
in   the  afternoon  they  crossed  the  sound  undiscovered    by  the 

May  24 

British  cruisers  with  which  it  was  alive,  and  at  midnight  landed, 
concealed  their  boats  in  the  woods,  and  marched  four  miles.  It  was  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  when  they  reached  and  stormed  Sagg  Harbor,  de- 
stroying twelve  vessels  —  brigs,  schooners,  and  sloops,  one  of  which  was 
armed  with  twelve  guns  —  one  hundred  tons  of  pressed  hay,  twelve  hogs- 
heads of  rum,  grain,  merchandise,  and  other  stores  in  innneuse  quantities, 
and  captured  the  whole  guard  of  ninety  men,  carrying  them  across  the 
sound  to  Connecticut.  All  this  was  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a 
man ;  and  about  noon  on  the  24th  the  victorious  party  arrived  in  Guil- 
ford, having  been  absent  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  Meigs  ^  was 
warmly  complimented  for  his  gallantry  by  Washington  ;  and  was  voted 
(August  3)  thanks  and  a  sword  by  Congress. 

Meanwhile  the  Convention  of  New  York,  long  since  elected  for  the 
express  purpose  of  establishing  a  state  government,  had  been  tossed  from 
place  to  place  —  meeting  at  White  Plains,  Harlem,  Kingsbridge,  Philipse 
Manor,  Fishkill,  and  now  at  Kingston  —  its  members  performing  every 
class  of  public  duty.  A  committee  was  appointed  August  1  (1776)  to 
prepare  and  report  a  constitution,  consisting  of  John  Sloss  Hobart,  William 
Duer,  General  John  Morin  Scott,  Colonel  John  Broome,  Charles  De 
Witt,  William  Smith,  Henry  Wisner,  Samuel  Townseud,  Bobert  Yates, 
Abraham  Yates,  Bobert  B.  Livingston,  Gouverneur  Morris,  and  John  Jay, 
who  was  made  the  chairman.  Such,  however,  was  the  critical  urgency 
for  energetic  action  in  other  directions,  that  no  time  was  found  for  the 
completion  of  the  task  until  the  beginning  of  1777.  The  shaping  of  the 
instrument  fell  chiefly  to  Jay,  Livingston,  and  Morris.  They  were  young 
men  —  Jay  thirty-two,  Livingston  thirty,  and  Morris  only  twenty-five  — 
each  possessing  the  best  education  of  the  time,  belonging  to  the  wealth- 
iest families  in  the  State,  and  by  birth  and  opportunity  certain  of  Boyal 

twenty-two  j^ears  of  age,  settled  in  Lyme,  and  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
in  1762,  and  successively  for  eighteen  sessions.  After  peace  was  restored  he  was  appointed 
by  Washington  first  judge  of  the  Northwestern  Territory. 

1  Eeturn  Jonathan  Meigs  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  in  1740  ;  he  belonged  to 
one  of  the  best  families  in  New  England,  and  was  an  officer  of  great  ability.  In  1788  he  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  His  son,  Eeturn  Jonathan  Meigs,  the  distinguished 
jurist  and  statesman,  was  born  in  Middletown  in  176.5.  He  also  settled  in  Marietta,  was 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Ohio  Superior  Court  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  United 
States  Senator  from  1808  to  1810,  and  four  years  governor  of  Ohio. 
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favor  should  they  choose  otherwise  than  peril  their  lives  for  civil  liberty 
and  self-oovernment.  We  shall  see  how  they  chose  the  latter.  On  the 
12th  of  March  the  draft  in  the  handwriting  of  Jay  was  first  read  to  the 

Convention  by  James  Duane.  It  was  discussed  by  sections,  and 
^^^  '  in  all  its  bearings,  until  April  20,  when  it  was  adopted  almost 
in  its  original  form.  It  recites  in  full  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Convention  (9th  July)  in- 
structing the  New  York  delegates  at  Philadelphia  to  give  it  their  support ; 
and,  providing  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  for  trial  by  jury,  for 
a  militia  service  with  recognition  of  the  Quakers,  for  the  protection  of 
Indians  within  the  State  limits,  and  for  absolute  religious  liberty,  it  is 
equal  in  the  scope  of  its  provisions  and  in  dignity  of  expression  to 
any  similar  instrument  ever  prepared  by  the  hand  of  man.  We  may 
well  pause  with  wonder  at  the  vigorous  ease  with  which  these  govern- 
ment-makers wielded  the  public  affairs  of  New  York  at  the  very  moment 
when  nearly  .every  county  within  her  borders  was  invaded  by  the  enemy, 
her  chief  city  captive,  her  vessels  burned  and  her  store-houses  empty, 
and  hostile  forces  gathering  strength  at  the  North  for  a  descent  with  fire 
and  sword  upon  the  smiling  valleys  of  the  Hudson.  The  Empire  State 
was  the  last  of  the  thirteen  colonies  to  frame  an  individual  government, 
but  when  accomplished,  in  the  face  of  greater  dangers  than  overwhelmed 
any  other,  it  excelled  them  all  in  the  largeness  of  its  humane  liberality. 
The  Constitution  was  published  on  Tuesday,  April  22,  the  church-bell 

callino-  the  people  of  Kinoston  together  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 

AprU22.  o  f      r  o  o 

morning.  Vice-President  Van  Cortlandt,  with  the  members  of  the 
Convention,  appeared  in  front  of  the  court-house,  and  the  secretary, 
Robert  Benson,  mounted  upon  a  barrel,  read  the  immortal  document  to 
the  assembled  multitude.  Three  thousand  copies  were  immediately 
printed  for  distribution  by  John  Holt,  at  Fishkill. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  organizing  the  govern- 
ment were  John  Jay,  Ptobert  Pt.  Livingston,  Gouverneur  Morris,  General 
John  Morin  Scott,  Abraham  Yates,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart.  Before  its 
adjournment  this  remarkable  Convention  empowered  fifteen  of  its  num- 
ber to  govern  the  State  until  an  election  could  be  held  for  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  legislature,  etc.  It  was  called  the  Council  of  Safety, 
and  wielded  an  absolute  sovereignty.  The  judicial  power  was  vested  by 
the  Constitution  in  a  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  local 
county  courts  and  a  probate  judiciary  were  constituted  ;  while  a  final 
appellate  court,  both  in  law  and  equity,  was  to  be  formed  by  the  senate, 
the  chancellor,  and  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  For  the  immediate 
execution  of  the  laws,  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  elected  chancellor,  John 
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Jay  chief  justice,  Kobert  Yates  ^  and  John  Sloss  Hobart^  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  Egbert  Benson  ^  attorney -general.  Each  county 
was  provided  with  judicial  officers,  that  the  courts  so  long  closed 
might  be  reopened.  The  first  judge  for  the  county  of  Albany  ""^ 
was  Volkert  Peter  Douw,  and  the  other  judges  were  Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck, 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Henry  Bleecker,  Walter  Livingston,  and  John  A. 
Ten  Eyck.  For  Dutchess  County,  Ephraim  Paine,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  and 
Antliony  Hoffman  were  elected  ;  for  Ulster  County,  Levi  Pawling  and 
Dirck  Wyncoop. 

The  day  following  was  Sunday.  But  there  was  no  rest  for  the  weary 
legislators.  Three  commissioners  were  appointed,  John  Jay,  Colonel 
Henry  Luddington,  and  Colonel  Thomas,  to  quell  and  subdue  insurrections 
and  disaffection  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  and  directed 
to  co-operate  with  Eobert  Pi.  Livingston,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  and  ]\Iatthew 
Cantine  (the  committee  for  a  like  purpose  in  the  manor  of  Livingston), 
and  to  .call  aid  from  the  militia  of  George  Clinton  and  McDougall 
whenever  needful.  The  commissioners  were  also  commanded  to  use 
every  means  in  their  power  (torture  excepted)  to  compel  the  discovery 
of  spies  or  other  emissaries  of  the  enemy. 

John  Jay  declined  the  nomination  for  governor.*  The  office  was  be- 
stowed upon  George  Clinton,  who  was  elected  in  June  and  inaugurated 
July  30.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  as  president  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
and  of  the  new  senate,  became  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State. 

Before  the  end  of  May  Washington  had  formed  his  plans  for  the  dis- 
posal of  his  army  in  such  a  manner  that  the  widely  separated  parts 
might  reciprocally  aid  each  other.  It  was  supposed  that  Burgoyne,  who 
was  now  in  command  of  the  British  forces  at  the  North,  would  endeavor 
to  take  Ticonderoga  and  penetrate  the  Hudson,  and  that  Howe  would 
either  attack  the  Highlands  or  Philadelphia.  As  a  convenient  point  from 
which  to  move  as  soon  as  the  enemy's  intentions  were  further  developed, 

1  Robert  Yates  was  born  in  Schenectady,  New  York,  Jan.  27,  1738.  Eeceived  a  classical 
education  in  New  York  City,  became  a  lawyer,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Albany  in 
1760.  He  was  a  jurist  and  statesman  of  distinction  ;  was  chief  justice  of  the  State  from 
1790  to  1798. 

2  John  Sloss  Hobart  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  in  1738  ;  he  was  the  son  of  the 
eminent  Fairfield  clergyman,  Eev.  Noah  Hobart,  and  had  been  carefully  educated  in  every 
phase  of  ancient  and  modern  lore.  After  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  three  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  York  ;  and  was  also  United  States  Senator  from  New  York. 

3  Egbert  Benson,  who  subsequently  held  a  high  rank  in  jurisprudence  and  in  letters,  was 
then  thirty  years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  June  21,  1746,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  graduates  of  King's  (Columbia)  College. 

<  The  intellect,  character,  culture,  and  social  distinction  of  John  Jay,  and  the  prominence 
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Washington  advanced  from  jMorristown  to  the  ridge  of  strong  and  com- 
manding heights  in  the  rear  of  Plainfield  and  Scotch  Plains,  where  from 
the  rocks  in  front  of  his  camp  he  could  look  down  upon  the  Raritan,  the 
road  to  Philadelphia,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country  between 
Aniboy  and  Trenton.  Sullivan  was  at  Princeton,  and  Lord  Stirling,  Greene, 
anil  other  officers  were  upon  the  phiins  which  intervened  between  the  main 
army  and  New  Brunswick.     Arnold  was  with   MifHin  in  Philadelphia, 


with  which  he  figured  in  our  national  development,  leads  us  to  penetrate  beneath  the  surface 
of  historical  narrative  for  further  light  respecting  his  origin  and  the  influences  under  which 

he  was  reared.  To  the  Hugue- 
not movement,  which  brought 
so  much  of  the  best  blood  of 
France  to  our  shores,  America 
is  indebted  for  this  great  jur- 
ist and  statesman.  His  grand- 
father, Augustus  Jay,  came  to 
New  York  in  1686,  when  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age.  He  was 
the  son  of  Pierre  Jay,  of  La 
Kochelle  ;  he  was  born  March 
23,  1665,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  was  sent  to  England 
for  his  education.  He  was  ab- 
sent in  1685,  on  an  exploring 
expedition  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
\\hen  his  father's  family  found 
refuge  from  persecution  in  Eng- 
land". (See  Vol.  1.  696,  697.) 
He  came  to  New  York,  and  ob- 
tained letters  of  denization 
IVom  Governor  Dorgan  on  the 
4tli  of  March.  While  on  a 
voyage  to  Hamburg  in  1692,  he 
was  cai)tured  by  pirates,  but 
effected  his  escape,  and  reached 

...  La  Kochelle,  France,  where  he 

Augustus  Jay,  '  _' 

Bom  at  La  Rochelle.Fraiice.  March  23,  .665.  died  at  New  York,  Nov.  16.  1756.        '"'aS     secroted     by     his     UlOtliej-'s 

(Fromtlieportraitin  the  possession  of  Miss  Eliza  Clarkson  Jay]  sister,    Madame    Moucliard,    aud 

embarked  on  a  vessel  for  Denmark  ;  from  there  he  proceeded  to  Plymouth,  Englan<I,  and  visited 
his  father's  family.  His  brother  Isaac  was  in  the  Huguenot  regiment  which  fought  so  bravely 
for  William  Hi.,  under  Count  Schomberg,  and  died  from  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of 
the  Hoyne.  His  sister  Frances  married  Stephen  Pelaijuin  of  Bristol,  England,  whose  son 
David  was  afterwards  mayor  of  Bristol.  Returning  to  New  York,  Augustus  Jay  married,  in 
1697,  Anna  Maria,  daughter  of  Balthazar  Bayard.  He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  character, 
and  possessed  all  the  graces  and  accomplishments  which  distinguished  the  French  of  that 
period  ;  his  wealth  and  scholarship,  together  with  his  fine  presence  and  engaging  manners, 
rendered  him  one  of  the  nota])le  personages  of  his  time.  His  son,  Peter,  bom  in  1704,  aud 
educated  in  Europe,  who  married  Mary  Van  Cortlandt,  was  the  father  of  John  Jay,  residing 
in  the  evening  of  his  life  in  Itye,  New  York. 
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preparing  for  its  defense.  Howe's  object  was  the  Quaker  City,  and  he 
evidently  preferred  tlie  straight  route  across  New  Jersey ;  the  demonstra- 
tion was  made,  on  the  loth  of  June,  of  being  about  to  force  his  way,  but 
he  was  so  harassed  by  small  parties  without  drawing  Washington  into  a 
general  engagement,  that  he  suddenly  retreated  to  Amboy  and  began  to 
pass  his  troops  over  to  Staten  Island.  To  cover  the  light  parties  detached 
to  injure  the  British,  Washington  moved  witli  the  main  army  to  Quibble- 
town,  the  van  under  Stirling  proceeding  to  the  Metuchen  meeting-house, 
with  orders  to  act  according  to  circumstances,  but  in  no  case  to  bring  on 
a  general  engagement.  Howe  wheeled  suddenly  about,  recalling  his 
troops  from  Staten  Island,  and  on  the  night  of  the  25th  marched  in 
two  columns  for  the  Iieights  and  passes  on  the  American  left. 
Washington  received  timely  intelligence  and  fell  back  to  his 
sti'onghold  at  j\Iiddlebrook.  During  this  retrograde  movement,  Stirling 
encountered  the  British  right  column  under  Cornwallis,  and  a  spirited 
engagement  ensued  at  Scotch  Plains  ;  but  he  joined  Washington  upon 
the  heights  without  severe  loss.  Upon  the  brow  of  the  mountain  in  the 
rear  of  Plainfieid  is  a  bold  projecting  rock,  at  an  elevation  of  four  hun- 
dred feet,  where  tradition  says  Washington  often  stood  during  these  five 
days,  taking  observations.  Baffled  in  his  main  design,  Howe 
withdrew  from  New  Jersey.  On  the  30th  he  embarked  with 
sixteen  thousand  troops,  the  fleet  prepared  apparently  for  a  long  voyage. 

The  purposes  of  Howe  were  inexplicable  to  Washington.  According 
to  the  science  of  war  he  would  naturally  aim  to  effect  a  junction  with 
Burgoyne,  who  was  marching  with  a  strong  force  against  Ticonderoga ; 
and  his  route  would  be  the  smiling  valley  of  the  Hudson.  Therefore  tlie 
American  posts  in  the  Highlands  were  strengthened.  But  the  fleet,  after 
lolling  in  the  hot  July  sun  for  two  weeks,  finally  disappeared  from  New 
York  harbor,  and  Washington  must  needs  make  Philadelphia  his  princi- 
pal care.  He  moved  his  main  army  to  Germantown,  and  conferred  with 
Congress,  which  had  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

In  the  interim  a  brilliant  achievement  raised  the  spirits  of  the  army. 
The  British  General  Prescott  commanded  in  Pthode  Island,  and  was 
quartered  in  a  house  about  five  miles  from  Newport.  Colonel  William 
Barton,  an  intrepid  young  officer  from  Providence,  learned  the  situation 
through  a  deserter,  and  witli  forty  men  rowed  across  Narragansett  Bay  in 
the  dead  of  niyht,  July  10,  passed  tliree  frigates  unobserved,  ^  ,  ,„ 
landed  noiselessly  and  stole  along  three  fourths  of  a  mile  to  head- 
quarters, passing  the  general's  guard  not  two  hundred  yards  from  his 
window,  seized  the  sentry,  burst  into  tlie  liouse,  and  reached  Prescott's 
door  before  an  alarm  could  l)e  gi\'en  ;  as  this  was  not  opened  instantly 
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on  deniaiul,  ihe  colored  guide  broke  in  the  panels  with  his  head,  and 
Barton,  springing  forward,  saw  a  man  sitting  up  in  bed.  "  Are  you  Gen- 
eral Prescott  ?  "  he  asked.  "  I  am,  sir,"  was  tlie  reply.  "  You  are  my 
prisoner,"  said  Barton.  '•  I  acknowledge  it,"  replied  Prescott.  ►Silence 
was  compelled,  and  the  humiliated  general  was  hurried,  undressed,  into 
the  night-fog,  over  a  fence,  and  through  a  rye-held  where  blackberry 
briers  prevailed,  much  to  his  discomfort;  he  was  desired  to  run,  but  he 
said  lie  was  an  old  man  and  could  not.  Therefore  a  strong  hand  taking 
him  under  the  arm  on  each  side  enabled  him  to  run.  "  Gentlemen,  do 
you  mean  to  kill  me  ?  "  he  exclaimed.  "  Xo,  we  mean  to  exchange  you 
for  General  Lee,  and  alter  that  we  do  not  care  how  soon  the  devil  has 
you,"  was  the  reply.  They  reached  the  boats  and  rowed  back  the  same 
way  they  came,  passing  the  men-of-war  and  forts  undiscovered.  When 
they  were  nearing  Warwick  Neck,  fire  rockets  and  alarm-guns  revealed 
the  consternation  upon  the  island.  A  flag  was  sent  in  the  morning  for 
the  general's  clothes. 

This  admirably  conducted  enterprise  furnished  Washington  the  means 
of  exchanging  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  Lee,  which  was  accomplished 
in  due  course  of  events.  Had  Lee's  character  been  as  well  understood 
then  as  now  he  would  not  have  been  wanted  by  the  Americans  at  any 
price.  He  had  been  busy,  wliile  Congress  and  Washington  were  tenderly 
guarding  his  interests  and  striving  for  his  release,  in  writing  out  and 
presenting  to  Lord  and  General  Howe  an  elaborate  plan  for  reducing  the 
Americans.  The  evidence  of  this  treason,  the  document  itself,  dated 
March  29,  1777,  has  been  discovered  and  given  to  the  world  by  the  emi- 
nent scholar,  George  H.  Moore.^  Lee  commanded  little  respect  in  the 
British  mind,  and  his  counsels  were  in  the  main  unheeded.  If  he  in- 
fluenced in  any  slight  degree  the  southern  movement  of  the  Howes,  they 
had  less  reason  than  before  to  honor  his  military  judgment. 

Swiftly  following  the  capture  of  Prescott  came  tidings  of  the  loss 
of  that  enchanted  castle  in  popular  imagination,  Ticonderoga.  It  had 
been  invested  by  Burgoyne  ;  and  evacuated  by  General  St.  Clair  on  the 
night  of  July  5th.  The  indefatigable  exertions  and  appeals  of  Schuyler 
for  an  increase  of  military  strength  were  counteracted  by  the  intrigues  oi 
Gates ;  Schuyler  had  even  been  displaced,  at  the  very  moment  when  Bur- 
goyne's  splendidly  appointed  army  was  crossing  the  ocean,  and  it  was 
late  in  May  before  he  was  restored  to  the  command.  The  peril  then 
was  close  at  hand,  and  it  was  impossible  to  collect  men  ;   thus  the  garri- 

1  Treason  of  Afajor-General  Charles  Lee,  by  George  H.  Moore;  Bancroft's  Hist.  United 
States;  F.  Moore's  Loyalist  Poetry  of  the  Revolution;  Shaw  to  Elliot,  March  4,  1777  ;  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke  to  the  Foreign  Office,  March  7,  1777  ;  DeLancey's  Notes  to  Jones's  History, 
Vol.  1.  672;    Watson's  Annals  of  Philadelphia. 
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sou  was  totally  inadequate  for  the  defense  of  the  position  against  such  a 
brilliant  pageant  as  swept  over  the  historic  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  on 
the  1st  of  July.  The  importance  of  this  fortress  was  overestimated  both 
in  England  and  America,  as  proven  by  subsequent  events.  Still  the  peo- 
ple of  New  York,  having  regarded  it  as  the  bulwark  of  their  safety,  were 
teiTor-stricken,  not  knowing  whither  to  fly.  They  feared  the  savages 
more  than  the  British,  and  the  Hessians  more  than  the  savages ;  and  the 
forests  were  swarming  with  wildcats  and  wolves.  The  Tories  were  jubi- 
lant. And  when  the  news  reached  England  the  king  rushed  into  the 
queen's  apartment,  exclaiming,  "  I  have  beat  them,  I  have  beat  all  the 
Americans  ! "  Even  Lord  Germain  announced  the  fall  of  Ticonderoga  in 
Parliament,  as  if  it  had  been  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  colonies. 

The  Council  of  Safety  at  Kingston  sent  Gouverneur  Morris  and  Abraham 
Yates  immediately  to  Schuyler's  headquarters  at  Fort  Edward,  to  confer 
as  to  the  most  efficient  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  State.  They 
encountered  rumors  of  disaster  and  depredation  at  the  Noi-th  and  West 
which  were  appaumg.  They  found  Schuyler  hopeful  amid  his  pei'plexi- 
ties,  hastening  to  assemble  his  army  at  Moses  Creek,  five  miles  from 
hence,  and  employing  scores  of  brave  men  in  the  woods  to  fell  trees 
across  the  road,  letting  them  drop  from  both  sides,  their  branches  min- 
gling ;  they  tumbled  trees  into  the  fordable  rivers,  and  inter} Kjsed  every 
other  obstacle  which  ingenuity  could  devise  to  embarrass  Burgoyne  ;  at  tlie 
same  time  cattle  were  driven  beyond  his  reach,  and  bridges  and  saw-n:iills 
destroyed.  Within  the  twenty-one  miles  which  he  must  needs  march  to 
reach  Fort  Edward,  the  country  was  so  broken  with  streams  or  swamps 
that  he  was  obliged  to  construct  not  less  than  forty  bridges,  one  of  which, 
a  log-work  over  a  morass,  was  two  miles  long.  It  was  a  wet  season,  and 
when  dry  was  not  a  pleasant  land  to  journey  through.  But  the  excep- 
tional difficulties  at  which  Burgoyne  stood  aghast  were  the  result  of 
Schuyler's  sagacity.  Brockholst  Livingston,  son  of  Governor  Livingston 
of  New  Jersey  (afterwards  a  judge  residing  in  New  York  City),  then 
twenty  years  of  age,  was  Schuyler's  most  efficient  aide-de-camp,  and  was 
constantly  conveying  orders  through  the  woods  ;  Matthew  Clarkson,  Liv- 
ingston's cousin,  joined  Schuyler's  staff  at  this  point.  The  committee 
thought  that  Schuyler,  from  being  personally  acquainted  with  the  passes 
and  defiles,  might  with  suitable  aid  effectually  defeat  Burgoyne. 

But  all  eyes  having  been  turned  towards  Ticonderoga  as  the  Gibraltar 
of  the  Americans,  its  abandonment  caused  a  panic  of  alarm  and  disap- 
]->ointment.  The  voice  of  censure  against  its  commanders  resounded  from 
<-)ne  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  and  was  industriously  sustained 
bv  Gates    and    those    whom    lie   had  won  over  to  his    interests.     Both 
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Schuyler  and  St.  Clair  were  accused  of  military  negligence,  and  even  of 
coniplieity  with  the  enemy.  Party  spirit,  fomented  by  jealousies  of  long 
standing,  deafened  the  public  ear  to  the  true  reasons  of  the  case,  —  or 
their  palliating  circumstances.  Time  and  investigation  proved  that  St. 
Clair  had  acted  the  part  of  a  judicious  and  skillful  otiicer.  And  the  vista 
of  a  century  reveals  Schuyler's  wisdom,  integrity,  breadth  of  vision,  and 
nobility  of  character,  in  a  light  which  will  radiate  undinimed  in  all  the 
future.  He  was  the  real  conqueror  of  Burgoyne,  and  thereby  rendered 
services  to  the  country  second  only  to  those  of  Washington  in  importance 
and  extent.  He  had  the  sympathy  of  the  New  York  government  and 
the  confidence  of  Washington  through  all  his  trials  ;  Congress,  slighting 
the  very  authority  it  had  bestowed  upon  Washington  so  recently,  sent 
Gates  to  supersede  Schuyler,  to  whom  the  latter  gave,  upon  his  arrival  in 
camp  August  19,  the  cordial  reception  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman.^ 

But  thrilling  events  had  transpired  ere  Gates,  \vith  the  powers  and  the 
aid  hitherto  entreated  by  Schuyler  in  vain,  reached  his  destination.  The 
storm  had  broken  upon  Central  New  York.  News  passed  like  a  whirl- 
Avind  through  the  Mohawk  Valley  that  St.  Leger  with  picked  soldiers, 
accompanied  by  Sir  John  Johnson  and  his  Eoyal  Greens,  and  Brandt  at 
the  head  of  one  thousand  Indians,  were  coming  eastward  from  Lake  On- 
tario down  the  Mohawk  River  —  and  it  was  said  they  had  offered  twenty 
dollars  for  every  American  scalp.  It  was  a  terrible  hour.  The  country 
was  roused  with  horror.  Sir  John  Johnson  was  known  to  be  a  powerful 
leader  of  men.  He  possessed  the  magnetism  which  inspired  devotion. 
His  regiment  was  composed  of  his  kinsmen,  neighbors,  and  tenants.  Even 
his  slaves  were  provided  with  weapons  ready  to  obey  his  slightest  nod. 
He  was  both  a  knight  and  a  baronet.  His  princely  domain  was  here, 
stretching  off  beyond  the  horizon ;  broader  and  more  valuable  than  any 
other  private  estate  in  the  colonies,  save  perhaps  those  of  William  Penn 
and  Lord  Fairfax.  After  he  broke  his  parole  and  went  through  the  woods 
into  Canada,  his  wife,  Mary  Watts,  daughter  of  Councilor  John  Watts,  a 
lady  of  great  beauty,  was  taken  to  Albany  as  a  hostage  for  his  good  be- 
havior. She  was  allowed  to  reside  with  a  venerable  aunt,  accompanied 
by  her  sister  and  children,  but  given  to  understand  that  if  her  husband 
appeared  in  arms  against  the  Americans,  or  if  she  attempted  to  escape, 
she  would  be  the  victim  of  retaliation.     The  following  November  she 

1  The  Burgoyne  Campaign,  by  John  Austin  Stevens  ;  Lord  Mahon's  History  of  England , 
Major-General  Philip  Schuyler  and  the  Burgoyne  Campaign,  by  General  John  Watts  de  Pey- 
ster  ;  Bancroft's  Hist.  United  States  ;  Central  New  York  in  the  Eevolution,  by  Douglass  Camp- 
bell ;  Burgoyne: s  Surrender,  by  William  L.  Stone  ;  Address  of  Horatio  Seymour ;  Oration  by 
George  William  Curtis  ;  DeLanceijs  Notes  to  Jones's  History  of  New  York  ;  Stcdman  ;  Lossing; 
Sparks;  Irving. 
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applied  to  the  Convention  for  permission  to  go  to  New  York,  which  was 
denied ;  but  she  was  allowed  to  take  up  her  abode  with  the  family  of 
Cadwallader  Golden,  at  Coldenham,  in  Ulster  County.  The  tirst  thing- 
she  did  was  to  send  a  trusty  tnessenger  to  Johnson  Hall,  for  one  of  Sir 
John's  tenants  to  come  to  her  with  a  sleigh  and  a  pair  of  good  horses. 
The  man  appeared  as  directed,  and  her  ladyship  and  sister,  Miss  Watts, 
disguised  in  servants'  dresses,  started  in  the  evening,  traveling  all  night, 
and  reached  Paulus  Hook  next  morning,  where  Sir  John,  who  was  in 
New  York  City,  received  and  provided  for  her.  Thus  no  restraint  could 
now  be  imposed  upon  Sir  John's  movements,  since  his  family  were  safe 
under  British  protection,  and  he  plunged  into  the  strife  with  a  bitterness 
scarcely  to  be  equaled.  And  he  was  as  brave  and  energetic  as  he  was 
vindictive.  Jones  says  that  he  did  more  mischief  to  the  rebel  settlements 
upon  the  frontiers  of  New  York  than  all  the  partisans  in  the  British  ser- 
vice put  together. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  region,  who  paled  with  terror  at  the  approach  of 
this  foe,  were  nearly  all  patriots,  the  Tories  having  either  followed  Sir  / 

John,  otherwise  escaped,  or  been  imprisoned  by  the  existing  authorities. 
On  the  site  of  Eome  stood  Fort  Stanwix,  the  garrison  commanded  by 
Colonel  Peter  Gansevoort,  a  young  officer  of  twenty-eight,  cool  and  reso- 
lute, aided  by  the  bold  and  experienced  Marinus  Willett.  The  militia  of 
Tryon  County  were  quickly  assembled  to  aid  in  its  defense,  and  eight 
hundred,  led  by  General  Nichols  Herkimer,  chairman  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  were  hastening  to  the  fort  on  the  dark,  hot,  sultry  summer 
morning  of  August  6  ;  when  within  six  miles  (and  two  miles  west 

.  ^   .  Aug.  6. 

of  the  Oriskany  Creek,  which  is  some  eight  miles  from  U tica),  they 
were  obliged  to  cross  a  bog  and  small  stream  in  a  ravine,  by  a  primitive 
corduroy  road,  and  found  themselves  all  at  once  in  a  deadly  ambush  pre- 
pared by  Sir  John  Johnson,  who  had  been  notified  of  their  movements  by 
the  sister  of  Brandt.  Here  in  this  deep  defile  for  six  doubtful,  desperate 
hours,  without  lines,  or  fort,  or  artillery,  hand  to  hand,  with  knife  and 
rifle,  with  tomahawk  and  spear,  swaying  and  struggling,  slipping  in  blood 
and  stumbling  over  the  dead  and  dying,  raged  the  most  bloody  battle  of 
the  seven  years'  war  for  American  Independence  —  and,  indeed,  of  all 
modern  history.  After  the  smoke  cleared  from  the  first  exchange  of 
rifie-shots,  the  hollow  became  a  whirlpool  of  vengeance ;  neighbors  and 
kinsmen  recognized  as  they  slew  each  other ;  even  brothers  with  uplifted 
spears  rushed  into  deadly  embrace.  The  Indians  w^ere  crazed  with  the 
horrible  scene  and  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  With  the  first  volley 
Herkimer  was  mortally  wounded  and  his  horse  killed ;  but,  ordering  his 
saddle  to  the  foot  of  a  tree  against  which  lie  could  lean  for  support,  he  calmly 
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directed  his  troops.  There  were  no  Briton  born  soldiers,  no  Hessians,  no 
professional  fighters  in  this  combat,  but  New  York  men,  children  of  the 
soil  almost  exclusively,  kindred  struggling  with  kindred  for  supremacy. 
The  courage  exhibited  on  both  sides  was  marvelous.  Sir  John's  brother- 
in-law,  Stephen  Watts  of  New  York  City,  a  gallant  young  officer  of 
twenty-two,  who  led  the  advance-guard  of  the  enemy  from  Oswego,  was 
pierced  many  times  with  a  bayonet,  and  lost  one  of  his  limbs,  but  was 
found  alive  three  days  after  the  battle  and  conveyed  to  camp  by  Sir 
John's  Indians.  He  recovered.  Colonel  Willett  sallied  from  the  fort 
and  vigorously  attacked  the  main  army  of  St.  Leger,  which  diversion  en- 
abled the  militia  to  beat  off  the  adversary.  But,  alas  !  full  four  hundred 
were  dead  or  wounded,  including  many  leading  and  influential  men. 
St.  Leger  wrote  to  Burgoyne  that  almost  all  the  principal  movers  of  the 
rebellion  in  Tryon  County  were  among  the  slain.  There  was  scarcely  a 
habitation  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  that  was  not  in  mourning  for  the  loss 
of  father,  husband,  brother,  or  son.  Never  had  militia,  caught  in  a  trap, 
defended  themselves  with  more  valor,  or  died  to  better  ulterior  advantage 
for  their  country.  Willett's  exploit,  without  losing  a  man,  resulted  in 
bringing  into  the  fort  twenty  or  more  wagon-loads  of  captured  articles, 
including  the  gala  fur  robes  and  blankets  of  the  Indians,  and  five  English 
flags  which  were  triumphantly  displayed  before  evening  on  the  flag-staff 
directly  beneath  the  flrst  "stars  and  stripes"  ever  unfurled  under  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  June  14.  This  pioneer  United  States  banner  was  a 
curious  piece  of  needlework,  the  white  stripes  having  been  cut  out  oi 
ammunition  shirts,  the  blue  stripes  fashioned  from  a  camlet  cloak  which 
Willett  had  taken  from  the  enemy  at  Peekskill  in  March,  and  the  red 
stripes  made  of  stuff'  contributed  by  one  and  another'  of  the  garrison.  St. 
Leger  was  stunned  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  resistance,  and  Albany 
began  to  seem  to  him  a  great  way  off.  He  invested  the  fort,  but  the 
Indians  had  lost,  with  eighty  or  more  of  their  number,  including  several 
favorite  chiefs,  their  taste  for  fighting,  and  hearing  that  Arnold,  sent  by 
Schuyler,  was  coming  up  the  valley  with  "  thousands  of  men,"  they 
robbed  the  British  officers  of  their  clothes,  plundered  the  stores,  and  ran 
away.  St.  Leger's  forces  were  demoralized,  and  he  finally  retraced  his 
steps  to  Canada.  The  blood  of  Central  New  York  was  not  shed  in  vain  ; 
the  sacrifice  rendered  Burgoyne's  right  arm  powerless. 

Before  Burgoyne  learned  the  fate  of  St.  Leger,  he  sent  (August  11)  an 
expedition  to  capture  an  American  depot  of  supplies  at  Bennington  ;  it 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Baum,  and  consisted  of  five  hundred  Hessians, 
a  select  corps  of  British  marksmen,  a  numerous  party  of  Tories,  and  a 
hundred  or  more  Indians.     But  they  never  reached  Bennington.     New 
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England  was  as  belligerent  as  New  York  had  fDeeK^t  Stanwlx.  Tlie 
hero,  John  Stark,  Avas  a  favorite  coinmauder,  although  not  at.  this  time 
holding  any  commission,  and  the  militia  of  New  Hampshire  sprang  from 
their  summer  work  at  his  call.  Anticipating  Burgoyne's  measure,  he 
had  reached  Bennington  on  the  9th,  William  Whipple,  a  signer  ofHhe 
Declaration  of  Independence  from  ]\Iaiue,  commanding  one  of  the  aeDom~ 
panying  brigades.  The  news  of  the  enemy's  approach  brought  out  the 
militia  from  every  quarter.  Berkshire  was  all  activity.  Parson  Allen 
came  from  Pittsfield  in  his  chaise,  and  complained  because  Stark  did  not 
begin  the  conflict  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  rain  on  the  loth.  "  If  the 
Lord  shall  once  more  give  us  sunshine,"  exclaimed  Stark  in  reply,  "  and 
I  do  not  give  your  men  of  Berkshire  fighting  enough,  I  '11  never  ask  you 
to  come  out  again."  That  same  day  the  Indians  began  to  desert  Baum. 
They  said  the  woods  were  "  full  of  Yankees."  He  had  intrenched  upon 
an  eminence,  within  sight  of  the  Bennington  steeples  some  seven  miles 
distant,  upon  the  soil  of  Hoosac,  New  York.  And  dripping  in  the  storm, 
harassed  with  uncertainty  about  the  tactics  of  the  Americans,  irritated 
by  the  conduct  of  his  savage  allies,  and  subjected  to  the  perpetual  stings 
of  skirmishing  parties,  his  situation  was  anything  but  enviable.  On 
the  16tli  Stark  skillfully  surrounded  the  whole  British  force, 
attacking  upon  every  side  simultaneously  at  a  given  signal ;  the  "^' 
fanners  swept  up  the  hill  with  fiery  and  resistless  fury,  seized  the  blazing 
guns,  drove  the  veteran  troops  as  if  they  were  wild  animals  threatening 
their  homes,  and  became  masters  of  the  field.  As  they  swarmed  over  the 
breastworks  Baum  attempted  to  cut  his  way  out,  but  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  his  worn-out  troops  surrendered.  The  contest  lasted  two 
hours ;  then  came  a  brief  lull  and  a  reinforcement  from  Burgoyne,  which 
had  occupied  thirty  hours  in  marching  twenty-four  miles,  and  the  onset 
was  renewed.  Colonel  Seth  Warner  aiding  Stark  with  a  fresh  regiment 
from  Bennington.  The  second  fight  raged  until  sunset,  when  the  foe 
retreated  upon  a  run,  chased  by  the  Americans  until  quite  dark.  The 
arms,  artillery,  and  ammunition-wagons  captured  were  of  special  value  at 
this  crisis.  The  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  Stark  numbered  seven  hun- 
dred, while  the  loss  of  the  British  was  over  two  hundred  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  Americans  lost  less  than  one  hundred.  It  was  a  victory 
wliich  quickened  the  pulse  of  the  nation  ;  a  victory  won  upon  the  soil  of 
New  York  by  the  sons  of  New  England,  and  which  rendered  the  left  arm 
of  Burgoyne  powerless. 

It  was  now  that  the  haughty  Burgoyne,  who  had  airily  boasted  in 
London  that  with  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  he  could  promenade 
throuuh  America,  found  himself  Ijrouoht  to  a  halt.     He  saw  that  he  had 
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beeu  deceived  as  to  the  seutiiueut  of  the  country.  He  discovered  that 
the  Indians  vv^ere  irresponsible  beings,  and  like  spoiled  children  grew 
more  unreasonable  and  importunate  with  every  new  favor.  And  he 
learned  the  unwelcome  truth  that  while  within  forty-seven  miles  of  the 
chief  town  of  a  great  agricultural  region  he  nmst  look  to  Canada  for  his 
daily  food  ;  it  was  almost  a  month  before  he  had  accumulated  supplies 
necessary  for  any  further  advance.  And  these  triumphs  had  all  been 
accomplished  before  Gates  assumed  command  of  the  Northern  department. 

The  outlook  of  the  British  campaign  of  1777  had  been  interesting  upon 
paper.  Burgoyne  was  to  move  southward  by  Lake  Chaniplain,  Howe 
northward  by  the  Hudson  Eiver,  and  St.  Leger  eastward  from  Lake  On- 
tario. They  were  to  meet  at  Albany.  The  whole  strength  of  the  English 
nation  was  aimed  at  the  heart  of  New  York.  The  fleets,  the  armies,  and 
the  savage  allies  were  to  follow  converging  lines  and  unite  in  the  final 
blow.  The  study  of  America  had  convinced  England  that  New  York, 
physically  as  well  as  morally,  was  the  great  objective  point  to  be  con- 
quered. That,  once  in  possession  of  the  stronghold  of  her  commanding 
system  of  mountains  and  valleys,  the  American  rebellion  would  be  crushed. 

In  the  session  of  Parliament  from  the  31st  of  October,  1776,  to  the  6th 
of  June,  1777,  America  was  the  principal  topic  of  discussion.  Opinions 
clashed  perpetually.  Lord  Eockingham  in  one  house  wished  rather  to  give 
up  America  and  embrace  her  as  an  ally  than  to  carry  on  so  destructive 
a  war.  Lord  Cavendish  in  the  other  declared  the  war  useless  and  unjust, 
and  the  conduct  of  it  ineffectual,  barbarous,  and  inhuman.  Lord  Sandwich 
was  for  forcing  the  Americans  to  submit  even  to  the  last  drop  of  their 
blood.  Lord  Shelburue  was  not  afraid  to  declare  that  America  was  justi- 
fiable in  her  resistance  from  the  beginning.  Another  member  described 
the  Americans  as  a  cowardly  banditti  who  talked  loudly,  and  ran  lustily 
when  faced  by  men  of  courage.  Fox  called  the  affair  of  Long  Island 
"  terrible,"  and  saw  nothing  in  it  worthy  of  triumph.  In  relation  to  the 
bill  empowering  His  Majesty  to  secure  and  detain  persons  charged  with 
or  suspected  of  high  treason  committed  in  North  America,  he  cried  out, 
"  Who  knows  but  the  ministers  in  the  fullness  of  their  malice  may  take  it 
into  their  heads  that  I  have  served  on  Long  Island  under  General  Wash- 
ington ? "  "  Our  own  liberties  are  in  danger,"  exclaimed  Wilkes.  The 
Duke  of  Grafton  expressed  day  by  day  the  most  marked  abhorrence  of  the 
course  pursued  against  America.  Edmund  Burke  would  have  made  peace 
on  any  terms.  In  the  early  part  of  May,  1777,  David  Hartley  advised  a 
measure  in  the  shape  of  an  address  to  the  king  "  to  rescue  the  honor  of 
England  from  being  brought  to  disgrace  by  the  attempt  of  impossibilities." 
It  was  in  substance  to  make  a  gift  of  independence  to  America,  while 
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England  might  be  said  to  have  anything  in  her  power  to  give.  He  urged 
lor  an  immediate  suspension  of  hostilities.  In  his  opinion  America  was 
the  rising  world,  which  would  in  a  few  years  be  multiplied  an  hundred- 
fold, and  her  friendship  was  worth  preserving.  He  warned  Parliament  of 
the  misrepresentations  or  ignorance  of  the  ministry  as  to  the  general  sense 
of  the  people  of  America,  and  predicted  certain  defeat  and  disasters,  with  an 
enormous  waste  of  public  money.  A  few  days  before  the  session  termi- 
nated (May  30)  Lord  Cliatham,  after  two  years  of  sickness  and  seclusion, 
came  to  the  House  of  Lords,  wrapped  in  flannels,  to  lift  his  voice  once 
more  against  this  mad  and  impracticable  war.  "  You  cannot  conquer  the 
Americans,"  he  said.  "  Your  powerful  forces  may  ravage ;  they  cannot 
conquer.  I  might  as  well  talk  of  driving  them  before  me  with  this 
crutch  !  You  have  sent  too  many  to  make  peace,  too  few  to  make  war. 
We  are  the  aggressors.  We  have  invaded  them.  We  have  tried  for  un- 
conditional submission ;  try  what  can  be  gained  now  by  unconditional 
redress."  His  motion  was  for  the  redress  of  all  American  grievances, 
and  the  right  of  Americans  to  dispose,  of  their  own  property.  The  de- 
bate which  ensued  called  forth  the  highest  energies  of  both  contending 
parties.  But  the  motion  was  lost.  The  ministry  had  already  obtained 
the  vote  of  Parliament  for  one  hundred  thousand  men  and  ten  millions 
of  money.  David  Hartley  wrote  :  "  Coercion,  and  not  conciliation,  was 
from  the  very  first  the  secret  and  adopted  plan.  The  decisive  periods 
were  during  the  first  three  sessions  of  this  Parliament ;  the  first,  opening 
in  November,  1774,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  war,  the  other  two  threw 
away  the  pearl  of  peace,  when  it  was  in  their  hands,  and  drove  America 
to  the  irrevocable  extremities  of  independence  and  foreign  alliance."  ^ 

The  arrogant  ministry,  who  had  uniformly  withheld  every  document  of 
information  from  Parliament,  watched  the  moves  on  their  great  American 
chess-board  with  exultant  pride.  The  failure  of  St.  Leger  was  hushed 
into  silence.  Lord  Germain  through  sheer  negligence  omitted  to  sign 
and  send  the  explicit  orders  for  Howe's  movements,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared, but  which  were  found  in  the  minister's  office  in  London  late  in  the 
Autumn.2  Had  this  fact  been  known  at  the  time,  the  mystery  of  Howe's 
ocean  dance  about  the  capes  of  Delaware  while  the  king's  forces  at  the 
North  were  in  such  dire  peril  would  not  have  been  so  difficult  of  solution. 
Howe  had  resolved  to  take  Philadelphia  by  sea,  and  a  circuitous  route 
had  wasted  nearly  the  whole  month  of  August ;  he  finally  lauded 
at  the  Head  of  Elk  on  the  25th,  farther  from  the  Quaker  City 
than  he  was  in  June,  while  at  New  Brunswick.     Here  he  recruited  his 

1  Hartley's  Letters  on  the  American  War,  3,  31 ;  Pari.  Hist. 

2  FonUanques  Burgotjne,  232,  233. 
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army  for  several  days,  permittiug  an  iudiscrimiuate  plunder  not  only  of 
horses,  cattle,  and  sheep,  but  of  everything  else  that  fell  in  the  way  of 
the  soldiers,  without  distinction  of  Whigs  and  Tories. 

Meanwhile  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  with  the  veteran  Baron  de  Kalli, 
and  ten  other  French  officers  seeking  service,  arrived  in  Philadelphia  by 
the  way  of  the  Carolinas,  creating  no  little  sensation.  The  romance  at- 
tending the  manner  in  which  this  rich  young  nobleman  had  battled  every 
obstacle  to  reach  and  offer  his  services  to  America  as  a  volunteer  without 
pay,  made  him  an  object  of  interest  alike  to  the  army  and  to  the  world. 
He  was  less  than  twenty  years  of  age,  the  husband  of  a  beautiful  woman, 
a  daughter  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Noailles,  himself  of  high  birth, 
and  with  ample  means  for  every  luxury.  While  preparing  in  secret  a 
vessel  for  his  voyage,  he  visited  Loudon,  where  his  kinsman,  the  Marquis 
of  Noailles,  was  ambassador.  He  was  presented  to  King  George  and 
graciously  received.  He  also  met  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  the  opera,  who 
had  come  home  on  a  winter  leave  of  absence.  And  he  declined  an  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  naval  armament  at  Portsmouth,  as,  mindful  of  his 
own  hostile  designs,  he  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  pry  into  the  military 
forces  of  the  kingdom.  His  first  introduction  to  Washington  was  at 
a  dinner-party  in  Philadelphia  which  included  several  members  of  Con- 
gress ;  before  they  separated  Washington  invited  him  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  his  military  family,  which  invitation  was  gratefully  accepted. 
Through  him  Washington  learned  more  clearly  the  temper  of  France. 
Franklin's  visit  had  produced  a  profound  impression.  The  amiable  Louis 
XVI.  hesitated  about  involving  the  nation  in  another  war  with  England, 
l)ut  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  TJnited  States  would  receive 
secret  succors  and  warlike  stores. 

John  Jay  and  Gouverneur  Morris  traveled  to  and  from  Philadelphia 
during  the  hot  days  of  August ;  tarrying  a  few  hours  in  Percepany,  New 
Jersey,  where  Mrs.  Jay  and  her  infant  son,  Peter  Augustus,  were  spending 
the  summer  months  with  the  family  of  her  father.  Governor  Livingston. 
They  were  obliged  to  journey  with  the  utmost  caution,  as  marauding  ex- 
peditions from  New  York  and  Staten  Island  were  prowling  continually  on 
the  Jersey  shores  and  far  into  the  country.  Sullivan,  who  had  been  left 
Avith  his  command  when  Washington  quitted  the  State,  attempted  retalia- 
tion by  crossing  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  to  Staten  Island,  August  22, 
of  which  Aaron  Ogden  and  Frederick  Frelinghuysen  were  conspicuous 
officers,  and  captured  two  loyalist  regiments  from  New  Jersey,  with  eleven 
oliicers.  The  prisoners  were  sent  off  in  a  prize  vessel ;  but  the  American 
rear-guard  was  attacked  before  they  could  re-embark,  and  after  an  ob- 
stinate conflict  forced  to  surrender  ;  the  loss  was  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
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two.  Sullivan  found  orders,  when  he  regained  his  camp,  to  join  Wash- 
ington, who,  parading  his  army  decked  with  sprays  of  green  through  the 
streets  of  Philadelphia  on  the  24th,  proceeded  to  the  highlands  beyond 
Wilmington,  to  meet  Howe  on  his  route  to  Philadelphia.  On  the  25th, 
General  Francis  Nash,  brother  of  Governor  Abner  Nash  of  North  Caro- 
lina, with  his  brave  North  Carolinians,  marched  also  through  the  streets 
of  Philadelphia  and  joined  Washington.  Meanwhile  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
retaliating  upon  Sullivan,  sallied  out  of  New  York  with  three  thousand 
troops  and  overran  a  considerable  portion  of  the  eastern  section  of  New 
Jersey,  causing  much  alarm  and  distress,  robbing  and  insulting  the  in- 
h'abitants  and  seizing  their  valuable  live  stock, 
militia  he  returned  to 
the  city  with  slight  loss. 
The  details  of  these  out- 
rages were  published  in 
the  American  news- 
papers, frequently  mag- 
nified, but  with  suffi- 
cient foundation  in  truth 
to  alienate  any  people 
from  the  perpetrators. 
Governor  Livingston  had 
already  begun  to  make 
his  pen  useful  in  the 
cause  of  America ;  and 
to  counteract  the  effects 
of  Eivington's  loyalist 
paper  in  New  York,  he 
aided  Isaac  Collins  in 
establishing  Tlic  New 
Jersey  Gazette  at  Bur- 
lington, which,  removing 

from      town     to      town      as  [Vmm  a  portrait  m  the  possession  of  liis  grandson,  Hon  John  Jay.] 

policy  or  prudence  dictated,  continued  throughout  the  war  the  leading 
vehicle  of  information  in  this  State.  Livingston's  essays,  through  their 
bold  reasoning  and  scoffing  ridicule  of  kingly  threats,  did  more  to  pre- 
vent vacillation  and  fear,  and  convince  the  New  Jersey  patriots  that 
ultimate  success  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  was  impossible,  than  any 
other  agency.  And  while  he  was  presiding  over  the  Council  of  Safety, 
sometimes  at  Trenton,  sometimes  at  Morristown,  and  anywhere  in  the 
mountains  or  woods  between,  his  bright  and  gifted  daughters  wrote  his 
caustic  articles  for  him. 


John  Jay. 

,  the  possession  of  his  t 
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Ou  the  9th  of  September,  two  days  before  Howe  met  ^^'a.shing■ton  be- 
low rhiladelphia,  while  Burgoyne  was  moving  slowly  down  u})on  Albany 
from  the  North  like  a  terrible  cloud,  and  Sir  Henry  ( 'linton  was 
Sept.  9.  j^^gjj^^^jyy.  ^YiQ  Hudson  Eiver  passage  to  form  a  junction  with  him 

shortly  to  reduce  the  building  where  the  scene  occurred,  together  with 

the  whole  village,  to  ashes  — John  Jay,  the  tirst  chief  justice  of  the  new 
State  of  New  York,  opened  its  supreme  court  in  Kingston,  charging  the 
grand  jury  that  the  peo])le  of  New  York  had  chosen  their  Constitution 
under  the  guidance  of  reason  and  experience,  and  that  the  highest  re- 
spect had  been  made  to  those  great  and  equal  rights  of  human  nature 
which  should  ever  remain  inviolate  in  every  society.  "You  will  know," 
he  said,  "  no  power  but  such  as  you  create,  no  laws  but  such  as  acquire 
all  their  obligations  from  your  consent.  The  rights  of  conscience  and 
private  judgment  are  by  nature  subject  to  no  control  but  that  of  the 
Deity,  and  in  that  free  situation  they  are  now  left."  He  stood  in  his 
robes,  this  tall,  straight,  slight,  self-poised  young  man,  a  power  more  for- 
midable than  fleets  and  armies,  as  he  uttered  these  lofty  ideas,  declaring 
that  "  Divine  Providence  had  made  the  tyranny  of  princes  instrumental 
in  breaking  the  chains  of  their  subjects."  On  the  10th,  George  Clinton, 
the  first  governor,  met  the  first  legislature  of  the  new  State  at  Kingston, 
and  its  noble  Constitution  received  the  first  principles  of  life. 

And  just  across  the  borders,  in  Connecticut,  during  the  same  hour  of 
threatened  calamity  at  every  .point  of  the  compass,  the  clergymen  who 
comprised  the  corporation  of  Yale  College  elected  a  new  president. 
There  is  something  almost  sublime  in  the  calm,  business-like  faith  of  this 
action,  in  the  midst  of  the  tumults  which  affected  all  colleges,  and  with 
the  picture  before  their  eyes  of  Nassau  Hall,  at  Princeton,  used  as 
barracks  above  and  a  stable  below,  and  its  fine  library,  the  gift  of  Gov- 
ernor Belcher,  scattered  to  the  four  winds  by  the  enemy.  These  clerical 
trustees  were  established  over  parishes  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 
They  were  the  Pteverends  Eliphalet  Williams,  Warham  Williams,  Moses 
Dickinson,  John  Trumbull,  Moses  Mather,  Eliezer  Goodrich,  Samuel 
Lock  wood,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Nathaniel  Taylor,^  Mr.  Beckwith,  and  the  accom- 

1  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Taylor  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  New  Milford,  in  the  north- 
western part  of  Connecticut,  adjoining  Dutchess  County,  New  York.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
Yale  College  twenty-six  years,  a  pastor  fifty  years.  He  was  a  famous  Hebrew  scholar, 
ranked  high  in  the  pulpit,  and  possessed  a  fine  graceful  figure  and  a  magnificent  voice.  He 
served  as  chaplain  to  a  Connecticut  regiment  of  troops,  and  remitted  one  year's  salary  to 
aid  his  people  in  their  (Contributions  to  the  war.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Benedict  (.see  Vol.  I.  202)  ;  his  wife  was  a  .sister  of  Governor  Boardman,  and  daughter  of 
the  first  minister  of  New  Milford.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  the  learned  theological  pro- 
fessor. Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  W.  Taylor  of  Yale,  who  died  in  1858,  and  of  Dr.  George  Taylor  of 
New  Milford.  Among  his  great-grandchildren  is  the  wife  of  President  Noah  Porter,  of  Yale  ; 
also  the  wife  of  Hon.  Thomas  E.  Stewart,  of  New  York  City. 
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plished  Stephen  Johnson  of  Lyme.  Eev.  Ezra  Stiles,  one  of  the  purest 
and  best  gifted  men  of  his  age,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Newport  from  1756  until  the  invasion  by  the  British,  was  their  choice. 
He  was  informed  of  his  election  by  Eev.  Chauucey  Whittlesey.  Stiles 
said  he  thought  "  the  diadem  of  a  college  president  but  a  crown  of  thorns 
in  such  tumultuous  times,  especially  when  he  must  control  from  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  young  gentlemen  students,  who 
were  a  bundle  of  wildfire,  some  leaving  for  the  army,  and  many  coming 
in  from  other  colleges."  But  he  accepted  the  position,  and  the  instruction 
of  the  rising  men  of  the  nation  went  forward  among  the  leafy  shades  of 
New  Haven,  as  if  Eevolution  was  not  stalking  abroad  in  the  laud. 

The  crash  of  arms 
came  between  Howe 
and  Washington  on  the 
morning  of  September 
11,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment when  Burgoyne, 
supposing  that  Howe 
was  pushing  up  the 
Hudson,  announced  to 
his  camp  that 

Sept.  11.  ^ 

he  had  sent  the 
lake  fleet  to  Canada, 
virtually  abandoning 
his  communications, 
and  that  his  army  must 
fight  its  way  or  perish. 
Upon  the  banks  of  a 
beautiful  creek  bear- 
ing the  genial  name  of 
Braudywine,  and  flow- 
ing into  the  Delaware 
Eiver,  Washington, 
posted  across  the  direct  road  of  his  adversary,  awaited  his  approach  ;  he 
had  made  the  best  possible  arrangement  of  his  forces  for  resistance  or 
attack,  and  as  he  rode  up  and  down  his  lines  there  was  one  prolonged 
shout  of  enthusiasm.  Knyphausen  soon  appeared  at  Chad's  Ford  and 
feigned  an  attack,  while  Howe  and  Coruwallis  were  hastening  to  cross 
the  river  seven  miles  farther  up  and  obtain  the  rear  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. Eeceiviug  this  information,  Washington  ordered  Sullivan  to  check 
their  course,  while  he  would  give   Knyphausen  a    chance    to    fight    in 


Mrs.  John  Jay. 

Sarah.  daut;liter  of  Governor  William  Livingston. 
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L-arnest.  Just  as  Greene  at  the  river's  edge  was  about  to  begin  the  attack, 
a  message  from  Sullivan  came,  saying  that  he  had  disobeyed  orders  be- 
cause the  "  information  upon  which  those  orders  were  founded  must  be 
wron'>- "  Bv  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  it  was  found,  however,  that  the 
enemy's  colunms,  having  taken  a  wide  circuit  ot  seventeen  miles,  were  ni 
a  position  where  they  were  likely  to  complete  the  overthrow  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  and  a  sharp  and  complicated  battle  ensued.  In  the  heat 
of  the  engagement  on  the  right,  Knyphausen  crossed  the  Brandywine  in 
one  body  and  attacked  the  American  left.  It  was  near  nightfall  when 
Washington  withdrew,  and  darkness  ended  the  contest.  His  officers  had 
displayed  great  personal  courage.  Lafayette  was  wounded,  but  kept  the 
tield  till  the  close  of  the  battle.  Washington  announced  his  defeat  to 
Congress  without  casting  blame  upon  any  one ;  he  stated  his  loss  at  about 
one  thousand.  The  British  lost  nearly  six  hundred.  Howe  had  made  a 
vigorous  attempt  to  crush  the  whole  army  between  his  two  divisions,  in 
which  he  signally  failed. 

W\ashington  conducted  his  army  to  Germantown,  then  recrossed  the 
Schuylkill  and,  watching  the  fords  and  roads,  disputed  the  progress  of  the 
British  at  every  step.  Howe  advanced  compactly  and  with  caution, 
never  sending  detached  parties  beyond  supporting  distance.  There  were 
severe  skirmishes  at  various  points.  Congress  took  alarm  and  moved  to 
Lancaster,  thence  after  one  day's  session  to  Yorktown,  in  Pennsylvania. 
Washington  was  too  weak  to  risk  another  battle.  Howe  managed  to 
cross  one  of  the  lower  fords  and  throw  himself  between  Washington  and 
Philadelphia.  The  rest  was  easy.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th 
the  British  army  marched  into  the  city  with  music  and  lianners 
and  gay  huzzas.  Thus  fell  the  capital,  so  long  the  seat  of  Congress.  But 
the  blow  was  light  compared  to  what  it  would  have  been  ten  months 
before,  when  the  British  were  at  Trenton.  "  It  will  take  so  large  a  force 
to  maintain  it,  that  they  will  wish  they  had  spared  themselves  the 
trouble,"  said  Schuyler.  When  the  news  was  announced  to  Franklin  at 
Paris,  he  exclaimed,  "  No,  no,  it  is  not  General  Howe  that  has  taken 
Philadelphia,  it  is  Philadelphia  that  has  taken  General  Howe ' " 

While  yet  the  crack  of  the  rifle  was  echoing  along  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  seven  days  before  HoM-e's  triumphal  entry  into  the  Quaker  City, 
Burgoyne  had  begun  his  great  contest  with  the  American  army  at  Sara- 
toga.i  He  found  himself,  on  crossing  the  Hudson  upon  a  bridge  of  boats 
September  13th,  in  the  presence  of  a  foe  hidden  in  the  same  dense  forest 

^  This  contest,  or  series  of  contests,  is  called  variouslj'  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  Stillwater, 
and  Beniis  Heights.  I  have  adopted  the  simple  and  better-known  name  of  Saratoga,  that 
the  leader  may  have  no  confusion  of  ideas  respecting  the  locality. 
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where  he  struck  his  own  tents,  whose  drum-beat  lie  could  hear,  but 
whose  numbers  and  position  he  did  not  know.  Gates  had  moved  north 
on  the  12th  to  a 'hill  in  Saratoga,  where  tbrtiticatious  had  been  con- 
structed under  Kosciusko,  the  famous  I'olish  nobleman,  then  only  twenty- 
one,  and  irom  a  watch-tower  in  the  top  of  a  high  tree  was  kept  informed 
of  every  movement  of  the  British.  Burgoyne's  had  been  a  slow-toiling 
army  through  the  wilderness,  undoing  the  tangles  day  by  day  which 
Schuyler  had  prepared  for  them,  and  a  cloud  of  red  savages  had  preceded 
and  hung  on  their  trail,  driving  farmers  and  their  lamilies,  faint  and  sick 
with  terror,  tiying  before  their  glistening  tomahawks.  The  most  shocking 
atrocities  were  of  daily  occurrence.  Mrs.  Schuyler  (Catharine  Van  Rens- 
selear)  was  returning  from  a  visit  in  Albany  to  her  sunmier  home  in 
Saratoga,  and  when  within  two  miles  of  the  mansion  met  a  crowd  of 
fugitives  who  told  her  that  Burgoyne  had  crossed  the  Hudson,  and  also 
recounted  the  thrilling  story  of  the  nnirder  of  Jenny  MacCrea,  which 
had  occurred  near  that  very  spot,  and  warned  her  of  the  danger  of  pro- 
ceeding farther.  She  was  alone  in  her  carriage,  and  her  only  escort 
was  a  servant  on  horseback.  "  I  must  go  for  my  daughters,"  she  said ; 
"  besides,  the  general's  wife  ought  ne^'er  to  know  fear."  And  she  drove 
on.  She  remained  in  her  beautiful  home  only  long  enough  to  take  a  few 
valuables,  as  the  servants  informed  her  that  Indians  were  already  lurking 
in  the  shrubbery  that  adorned  the  grounds,  and  with  her  family  escaped 
to  Albany.  Burgoyne's  scarlet  host  boldly  advanced  two  miles  on  the 
19th,  with  all  the  glittering  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  accompanied 
by  the  wives  and  children  of  ofiicers,  as  if  the  expedition  were  a 

^  Sept.  19. 

vast  pleasure-party  —  calashes  for  the  ladies,  horses,  cannon,  bag- 
gage, and  stores  in  endless  array ;  suddenly  they  were  confronted  by  a 
bulwark  of  breastworks,  artillery,  and  an  eager  foe.  The  Hudson  was 
behind  them,  communication  with  Canada  gone,  and  they  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  fight.  At  one  o'clock  the  action  commenced,  Burgoyne  leading 
the  central  division,  General  Riedesel  the  right,  near  the  river,  and  Gen- 
eral Frazer  the  left,  making  a  circuit  to  assail  the  American  right  upon 
the  heights  ;  three  hours  later  the  combat  was  general  and  desperate ;  at 
five  o'clock  Burgoyne's  army  was  in  mortal  peril ;  at  sunset  Eiedesel  with 
one  regiment  and  two  cannon  struggled  throui^h  a  thicket  and  up  a  hill, 
and  made  a  vigorous  charge  which  stayed  tlie  fatal  blow  ;  with  dark- 
ness the  battle  ended.  The  British  bivouacked  on  the  field,  and  liuddled 
their  dead  into  the  ground  promiscuously.  They  had  lost  five  hundred. 
The  Americans  retired  within  their  lines  for  the  night.  Their  loss  was 
less  than  four  hundred.  Tlie  glory  of  the  day  was  due  to  the  several 
regiments  fiuhtino-  \vith  most  ob.stinate  courage  in  unison  against  regi- 
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ments.  There  was  no  manoeuvring.  •  Just  praise  was  awarded  to  Morgan 
with  his  famous  Virginia  riflemen,  and  to  Scammel  of  New  Enghmd. 
But  no  men  did  more  efficient  service  on  this  memorable  occasion  than 
the  sons  of  New  York,  led  by  Colonel  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  and  other 
o-allant  officers,  who,  in  disputing  the  pathway  to  their  own  broad  acres, 
were  contending  for  a  continent.  They  resented  the  removal  of  Schulyer 
from  the  chief  command,  and  declared  that  an  able  general  might  have 
utterly  routed  Burgoyne.  And  Arnold  came  up  afterwards  and  urged  an 
attack  upon  the  enemy  while  they  were  disconnected  and  without  intrench- 
ments.     Gates  refused,  waiting  for  more  troops,  and  a  quarrel  ensued. 

The  next  day  Burgoyne  received  a  message  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in 
cipher,  informing  him  that  he  should  commence  attacking  the  strong 
places  along  the  Hudson  September  22,  on  his  route  to  Albany;  and 
Burgoyne,  catching  at  the  phantom  of  hope,  replied  that  he  could  main- 
tain his  position  until  October  12.  This  communication  was  placed  in  a 
hollow  silver  bullet,  which  the  bearer  was  ordered  to  deliver  into  Clinton's 
own  hands ;  he  crept  along  the  wooded  country  by  night,  concealing  him- 
self by  day,  until  he  reached  Fort  Montgomery,  where,  in  response  to  his 
inquiries  for  General  Clinton,  he  was  conducted  into  the  presence  of 
Governor  George  Clinton  !  Seeing  his  mistake,  he  swallowed  the  bullet. 
An  emetic  was  promptly  administered,  the  dispatch  discovered,  and  its 
bearer  hanged  as  a  spy.  But  Burgoyne,  knowing  the  extraordinary  difh- 
culties  of  communication,  had  taken  the  precaution  to  send  several  mes- 
sengers by  different  routes,  one  of  which  reached  his  destination  after  a 
succession  of  perils  and  hardships. 

Days  passed  away  wearily  to  the  inactive  Britons,  encamped  so  near 
the  Americans  that  every  joyful  gun  or  shout  was  distinctly  heard,  but 
the  tidings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  nearness  for  co-operation  never  came. 
Their  camp  was  harassed  on  every  side.  The  alarm  was  constant.  Offi- 
cers and  men  slept  in  their  clothes.  Horses  grew  thin  and  weak.  The 
rations  of  the  soldiers  were  clipped.  Eight  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
were  in  the  hospital.  Finally  Burgoyne  saw  that  he  had  provisions  for 
but  a  few  days  longer,  and  on  the  evening  of  October  5  summoned  his 
generals  to  a  final  council  relative  to  the  policy  of  attacking  the  Ameri- 
cans. 

Had  they  known  what  had  occurred  the  day  l)efore  at  Germantown, 
they  would  have  been  less  despondent.     Washington,  passing  sud- 
denly from   the  defensive  and   retreating  to   the  audacious,  had 
swooped  down  upon  Howe's  encampment  in  this  pretty  suburb  of  Phila- 
delphia.    It    was    then    a    small   village   of  oue   street  two   miles  long. 
Washington  had  planned  a  sinudtaneous  attack  upon  the  wings,  front,  and 
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rear,  to  be  swiftly  aud  vigorously  made,  from  which  the  troops  might 
expeditiously  retreat  if  unsuccessful.  He  marched  from  his  post  on  tlie 
Ski])pack  road  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia  in  the  evening  of  the  od, 
and  the  attack  was  made  at  dawn.  It  startled  all  the  British  legions  in 
the  vicinity  ;  Howe  sprang  from  his  bed  and  rode  to  the  scene  just  in 
time  to  see  one  of  his  battalions  running  away.  Cornwallis,  in  Phila- 
delphia,, was  wakened  by  the  cannon,  and  his  grenadiers  ran  the  whole 
distance,  although  not  reaching  the  ground  until  the  action  terminated. 
Washington  dashed  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  He  thought  for  a  time 
that  victory  was  in  his  grasp.  Greene  was  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
too  late  to  perform  his  part  of  the  programme,  and  then  conducted  his 
men  carelessly,  by  which  the  divisions  became  mixed  and  caused  serious 
confusion.  Washington,  at  half  past  eight,  gave  the  order  to  retreat, 
sending  it  to  every  division,  and  care  was  taken  to  remove  every  piece  of 
artillery.  He  had  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  about  one  thou- 
sand. Among  the  officers  killed  was  the  accomplished  General  Nash. 
The  enemy,  according  to  Howe's  report,  lost  five  hundred  in  killed  aud 
wounded.  General  Agnew  and  Colonel  Bird  were  both  killed.  This 
attack  of  Washington  so  soon  after  the  defeat  at  Brandywine  was  a  par- 
tial success,  inasmuch  as  it  convinced  the  world  that  defeat  was  not  con- 
quest. The  British  fleet  soon  attacked  the  Delaware  forts,  and  several 
severe  engagements  occurred.  At  Redbank  the  Hessians  were  repulsed, 
and  their  commander.  Count  Donop,  taken  prisoner,  mortally  wounded, 
dying  in  the  ibrt  tenderly  cared  for  by  Duplessis  de  Maudit,  a  French 
officer  of  engineers  who  had  joined  the  Americans. 

While  Burgoyne  was  making  his  preparations  for  the  fatal  battle  of 
October  7,  Sir  Henrv  Clinton,  four  thousand  strong,  disembarked  ^  ^  ^ 

'^  Oct.  6. 

at  Stony  Point  on  the  Hudson.  He  had  first  landed  at  Verplanck's 
Point  til  deceive  Putnam  at  Peekskill,  who  quickly  rallied  a  force  to  op- 
pose his  advance  up  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  Having  thus  diverted 
attention,  Clinton  crossed  quietly  in  a  tog,  and  from  Stony  Point,  on  the 
west  bank,  marched  over  Dunderberg  jMountain,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles, 
to  attack  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  wliich  were  not  defensible  in  the 
rear,  they  having  been  simply  constructed  to  guard  the»river.  Governor 
Clinton,  with  the  first  intimation  that  the  British  were  on  the  move,  had 
prorogued  the  new  legislature,  sitting  at  Kingston,  and  hurried  to  the 
points  of  danger,  oidering  militia  to  his  aid,  the  regular  troops  having 
been  drawn  off  to  Saratoga  and  elsewhere  in  the  great  emergency,  leaving 
the  garrisons  feeble.  His  brother.  General  James  Clinton,  commanded 
one  of  the  fortresses  and  himself  the  other.  They  were  surprised  simul- 
taneously by  the    descent    of   the   British  from    the    mountain   in    two 
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columns,  and  a  desperate  battle  ensued.  The  IvTew-Yorkers  went  out  to 
meet  the  British  and  Tories  in  the  open  field,  and  after  protracted  resist- 
ance gave -way  only  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  spiking  their  cannon  be- 
fore retiring.  The  British  then  vigorously  attacked  both  forts  on  all  sides, 
which  were  defended  with  spirit.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a 
summons  to  surrender  as  prisoners-of-war  was  rejected  by  the  Americans 
with  scorn.  The  attack  was  renewed,  and  the  works  finally  forced  at 
nightfall  by  overpowering  numbers.  The  Americans  fought  their  way 
out,  and  many  of  them  escaped.  Governor  Clinton  leaped  a  precipice  in 
the  darkness  and  reached  the  water's  edge,  where  he  found  his  brother 
James  about  to  enter  a  skiff,  wliich  would  hold  but  one  man  with  safety, 
and  who  insisted  upon  the  governor's  taking  it  instead  of  himself  The 
governor  indignantly  refused  unless  his  brother  coi^d:  go  also,  which  was 
impossible ;  and  to  end  the  dispute  James  fairly  pushed  the  governor  into 
the  skift"  and  shoved  it  off',  springing  upon  a  loose  horse  near  by  and  dash- 
ing through  a  squad  of  British  troops,  by  whom  lie  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh  with  a  bayonet,  but  reached  next  day  his  home  in  Orange  County. 
The  British  loss  was  about  one  liundred  and  forty.  Of  the  Americans, 
three  hundred  were  killed  and  captured,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  New- 
Yorkers  ;  and,  as  at  Oriskany,  their  blood  was  not  spilled  for  naught. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  a  check  which  delayed  the  execution  of  his 
plans,  and  thereby  prevented  his  aiding  the  Nortliern  British  army,  not- 
withstanding that,  after  clearing  away  the  chain  stretched  across  the  Hud- 
son at  Anthony's  Nose,  he  sailed  into  Newburgh  Bay,  sending  a  message 
gayly  to  Burgoyne,  "Here  we  are!  Nothing  between  us  and  Albany." 
The  message,  however,  was  intercepted. 

The  next  morning  broke  in  mocking  splendor.  The  woods  about 
Saratoga  were  clad  in  their  gayest  foliage.  The  air  was  soft  and 
balmy.  Burgoyne  had  determined  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  was 
astir  early.  At  ten  o'clock  his  divisions  were  in  readiness.  Seconded 
by  Eiedesel,  Philips,  and  Frazer,  and  with  fifteen  hundred  picked 
troops,  the  best  in  his  army,  he  advanced  in  three  columns,  sending 
skirmishers  ahead,  and,  forming  in  line  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from 
the  American  works,  sat  down  in  double  ranks,  courting  battle.  Ten 
guns  were  well  posted.  The  grenadiers  under  Major  Ackland  were  in 
the  forest  on  the  left ;  Frazer  commanded  the  light  infantry  to  the  right, 
and  sent  foragers  to  cut  wheat  in  a  field  with  which  to  feed  their  starving 
horses,  while  some  Canadians,  loyalists,  and  Indians  should  attempt  to 
get  in  the  American  rear,  in  order  to  discover  the  best  place  for  forcing 
a  way  through  towards  Albany.  The  indications  were  quickly  known  in 
the  American  camp  on  Bemis  Heights,  which  formed    the    segment  of 
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a  circle,  the  convex  towards  the  enemy,  and  drums  beat  tlie  alarm. 
Swiftly,  as  a  rocket  shoots  into  the  sky  and  suddenly  divides  into  mani- 
fold parts,  a  column  bristling  with  fiery  determination  issued  from  the 
works  into  the  open  field,  commanded  by  the  invincible  Morgan,  and 
slightly  curving  in  its  swift  approach  opened  to  the  right  and  tlie  left  in 
one  fierce  assault  upon  Frazer's  forces,  sliouting  and  blazing  with  deadly 
aim ,  at  the  same  instant  General  Enoch  Poor,  witli  his  New  Hampshire 
men,  and  General  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,^  with  three  thousand  New- 
Yorkers,  faced,  unmoved,  the  cannon  and  grape-shot  \\\i\\  which  they 
were  greeted,  as,  emerging  from  the  woods,  they  fell  furiously  upon  the 
British  left.  The  dash  and  the  courage  of  the  Americans  amazed  and 
appalled  the  haughty  Britons  ;  they  seemed  to  multiply  into  count- 
less numbers,  pouring  a  deadly  fire  upon  each  flank,  then  closed,  and, 
grappling  hand  to  hand,  the  mad  mass  swayed  to  and  fro  for  half  an 
hour,  more  than  once,  five  times  taking  and  retaking  a  single  gun.  Tlie 
right  wing  of  the  British  staggered  and  recoiled  under  the  blow  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  Colonel  Henry  Dearborn,  with  a  body  of  New-Englanders, 
descended  impetuously  from  superior  ground,  and  with  flaming  muskets 
broke  the  English  line,  which  wildly  fled  ;  they  rallied  aud  reformed, 
when  the  whole  American  force  dashed  against  tlieir  center  held  by  the 
Germans ;  Frazer,  the  inspiring  genius  of  the  day,  hurried  to  form  a  sec- 
ond line  in  the  rear  to  cover  a  retreat,  but  received  his  death- wound. 
With  his  fall  the  British  lieart  was  stunned.  The  Americans  saw  their 
advantage,  aud  pressed  forward  jubilant  with  certain  victory.  Burgoyne's 
first  aid.  Sir  Francis  Clarke,  sent  to  the  rescue  of  the  artillery,  was  mor- 
tally wounded  before  he  could  deliver  his  message  ;  thus  eight  British 
guns  were  captured.  The  grenadiers  retreated,  leaving  Major  Ackland 
bleeding  upon  the  field. 

It  was  but  fifty  minutes  since  the  action  liegau.  The  British,  dis- 
mayed and  bewildered,  had  scarcely  regained  tlieir  works,  when  Benedict 
Arnold,  stinging  under  the  smart  of  the  refusal  of  Gates  to  give  him  a 
command,  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  outriding  Major  John  Armstrong,  who 
was  sent  to  recall  him,  and  without  authority,  save  that  of  his  own  mad 
will,  whirled  iVom  end  to  end  of  the  American  line,  vocil'erating  orders 

1  General  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  General  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
.selaer,  the  fourth  Patroon  in  the  direct  line  from  Kiliaen  (see  Vol.  I.  61,  62),  and  his  wife 
Catharine,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. General  Ten  Broeck  was  the  son  of  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  many  years  recorder,  and 
also  mayor  of  Albany  He  was  born  in  1734  ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Assembly 
from  1761  to  1775,  also  of  the  Revolutionary  congres.s,  and  of  the  convention  which  organized 
the  State  government ;  lie  was  afterwards  state  senator,  mayor  of  Albany  from  1779  to  1783, 
and  lilled  other  positions  of  trust. 
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which  were  obeyed  as  if  by  a  charm,  hurled  the  whole  force  against  the 
strongest  part  of  the  British  redoubt,  continuing  the  assault  for  a  full 
hour  without  success ;  then  flinging  himself  to  the  extreme  right,  swept 
the  Massachusetts  brigade  with  him  and  streaming  over  the  breastworks 
overpowered  the  Germans,  killed  Breymann,  their  colonel,  and  held  the 
point  which  commanded  the  entire  British  position,  the  next  instant 
falling  badly  wounded  as  his  horse  was  killed  beneath  him.  Ordering 
Matthew  Clarkson  at  the  most  critical  moment  to  bring  up  some  regi- 
ments under  Learned,  the  youthful  aid  had  asked,  "  Where  shall  I  find 
you,  sir  ?  "  "  Where  you  hear  the  hottest  firing,"  was  the  quick  response. 
Burgoyne  exposed  himself  fearlessly ;  a  musket-ball  passed  through  his 
hat,  and  another  tore  his  waistcoat.  Night  at  last  drew  its  curtain  over 
the  scene  and  the  combatants  rested. 

In  a  little  house  on  the  river-bank  the  Baroness  Eiedesel  and  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland  spent  the  day  in  agonizing  fear.  A  dinner  awaited  the 
four  accomplished  generals  who  went  out  in  the  morning  expecting  to 
return  to  the  banquet  at  four.  As  the  hour  approached,  the  gallant  and 
beloved  Frazer  was  borne  in  dying  instead.  The  table  was  removed  and 
a  bed  improvised,  in  its  place.  The  baroness  put  her  three  young  chil- 
dren to  bed  that  they  might  not  disturb  the  sufferer ;  wounded  men  were 
constantly  being  brought  in ;  the}^  were  laid  in  the  entries  and  in  all 
available  parts  of  the  house.  Lady  Ackland  was  in  extreme  distress  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  her  husband,  who  was  within  the  American  lines.  At 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  Burgoyne  ordered  a  retreat,  but  he  had  only 
transferred  his  camp  to  the  heights  above  the  hospital  at  daylight  next 
morning.  All  day  the  two  armies  exchanged  a  sharp  fire  without  any 
positive  action.  General  Lincoln  was  severely  wounded  while  riding  by 
the  side  of  Gates  reconuoitering  the  British  position.  That  evening,  in  a 
cold  autumn  rain,  Frazer,  who  had  been  the  life  and  soul  of  the  invad- 
ing army,  was  solemnly  buried  ;  immediately  after  which  touching  service 
Burgoyne  stole  away  in  the  stormy  darkness,  leaving  his  sick  and 
wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  Americans.  His  few  days'  provisions  were 
confided  to  boats  on  the  Hudson,  but  the  difficulty  of  guarding  them 
was  very  great.  His  guns  were  dragged  along  the  muddy  roads.  To- 
wards daylight  the  no  longer  boastful  Britons  halted  for  rest.  It  rained 
all  day  on  the  9th  ;  in  the  evening  the  main  portion  of  the  drenched  army 
forded  Fish  Creek,  waist-deep,  and  bivouacked  on  the  opposite  bank  in  the 
open  air.  Burgoyne  remained  upon  the  south  side  with  a  strong  guard, 
and  passed  the  night  in  the  mansion  of  General  Schuyler.  The  next  day 
he  burned  it,  with  all  its  valuable  barns,  mills  and  outbuildings  —  an 
elegant  villa  property.     The  ladies  of  the  British  officers  suffered  ever}^ 
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discomfort  during  this  humiliating  retreat.  Lady  Harriet  Ackland,  in  the 
midst  of  the  driving  storm  of  the  9th,  obtained  permission  to  visit  the 
American  camp  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  share  her  husband's  imprison- 
ment and  alleviate  his  sufferings.  She  set  out  at  dusk  in  an  open  boat, 
accompanied  by  her  waiting-maid,  her  husband's  valet,  and  a  chaplain, 
and  was  kindly  received  by  Gates. 

Burgoyne  found  himself  unable  to  retreat  to  Lake  George.  The 
Americans  had  blocked  the  way.  He  encamped  on  an  elevated  plateau 
northeast  of  the  village  of  Schuylerville  ;  and  the  army  of  Gates  was  pres- 
ently encamped  all  around  him.  He  was  subjected  to -a  fire  on  flank  and 
rear  and  Iront.  His  outposts  were  perpetually  engaged.  The  soldiers 
dared  not  lay  down  their  arms  night  or  day.  The  whole  camp  became  a 
scene  of  constant  fighting.  There  was  no  safety  for  baggage,  and  no  safe 
shelter  for  the  wounded  even  while  the  surgeon  was  binding  up  their 
wounds.  No  water  could  be  obtained,  although  close  to  Fish  Creek  and 
the  Hudson  Eiver,  for  the  trees  were  filled  with  Morgan's  sharp-shooters. 
Provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  wounded  officers  crawled  into  the 
cellars  of  houses ;  eleven  cannon-balls  crashed  through  one  house  where 
Baroness  liiedesel  was  ministering  to  sufferers  in  the  cellar,  liiffe-balls 
were  every  moment  perforating  the  tents,  and  on  the  13th  a  cannon-ball 
swept  across  the  table  where  Burgoyne  and  his  generals  were  seated.  On 
the  14th  a  cessation  of  hostilities  until  terms  of  capitulation  could  be 
arranged  was  proposed  by  Burgoyne.  His  aid,  Colonel  Kingston,  was 
received  at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  by  James  Wilkinson,  the  young 
adjutaut-general  of  the  American  army,  and  conducted  blindfolded  into 
the  presence  of  Gates.  An  unconditional  surrender  was  at  first  de- 
manded;  but  on  the  16th  Gates  consented  to  more  generous  terms. 
In  the  night  intelligence  of  the  reduction  of  the  Hudson  Eiver  forts  and 
Clinton's  northerly  advance  reached  Burgoyne,  and  he  wavered  for  a 
moment,  hoping  to  avoid  surrender.  But  it  was  too  late.  He  could 
not  honorably  recall  his  word.  At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
he  attached  his  signature  to  the  convention.^  Two  hours  later 
his  troops  marched  out  of  their  lines  and  deposited  their  arms  ou 
tlie  river-bank,  the  brave  veterans  so  overcome  with  sorrow  and  shame  that 
many  sobbed  like  children  as  they  grasped  for  the  last  time  weapons  they 
had  borne  with  lionor,  some  kissing  their  guns  with  the  tenderness  of 
lovers,  others  stamping  upon  them  with  oaths  of  rage.     The  scene  was  l)e- 

1  Burgoyne  had  earnestly  desired  tliat  the  treaty  should  be  called  a  convention,  and  not  a 
capitulation.  This  matter  of  taste  was  conceded,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  alter  the  facts,  or 
deprive  the  American  arms  of  one  leaf  of  the  laui-els  they  had  won.  For  treaty  in  full,  see 
Appendix  A. 
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held  by  no  American  eyes  except  those  of  the  two  young  aiils  of  Gates, 
Morgan  Lewis  ^  and  Wilkinson.  The  delicacy  of  the  arrangement  reflected 
tlie  greatest  credit  upon  the  Americans.  A  few  moments  later,  Burgoyne 
and  his  suite  rode  to  the  headquarters  of  Gates.  The  two  commanders 
exchanged  the  compliments  of  soldiers.  Burgoyne  glittered  in  scarlet 
and  gold  a  large,  well-formed,  handsome  man  with  courtly  manners  ; 
Gates,  smaller  of  stature  and  without  the  airs  of  fine  breeding  or  preten- 
sion, was  clad  in  a  plain  blue  overcoat — and  Schuyler  stood  by  him  in 
citizen's  dress.  "  The  fortune  of  war  has  made  me  your  prisoner,"  said 
Burgoyne,  with  hat  in  hand,  as  he  took  the  extended  hand  of  Gates.  "  I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  testify  that  it  has  not  been  through  any  fault  of 
your  Excellency,"  was  the  graceful  reply.  The  generals  entered  the  tent 
of  Gates  and  dined  together  on  boards  laid  across  barrels.  During  the 
same  hour  the  Royal  troops  were  served  with  bread  by  the  Americans,  as 
they  were  destitute,  even  without  flour  to  make  it ;  they  had  not  more 
than  one  day's  provision  of  any  kind  remaining.  The  generals  cour- 
teously conversed ;  Burgoyne  spoke  very  flatteringly  of  the  Americans, 
praised  their  discipline  and  their  dress,  and  particularly  their  numbers. 
"  Your  fund  of  men  is  inexhaustible ;  like  the  Hydra's  head,  when  cut  off 
seven  more  spring  up  in  its  stead,"  he  remarked.  At  the  close  of  the 
repast  Burgoyne  toasted  Washington  and  Gates  toasted  the  King  of  Eng- 
land. Then,  as  tlie  captured  army  approached  on  their  march  to  Boston, 
the  two  commanders  stepped  out  in  front  of  the  tent,  and  standing  together 
conspicuously  in  full  view  of  both  armies  —  the  conquerors  and  tlie  con- 
quered —  Burgoyne  drew  his  sword,  bowed,  and  presented  it  to  Gates, 
Gates,  bowing,  received  the  sword,  and  returned  it  to  Burgoyne. 

No  simple  ceremony  in  the  world's  history  was  ever  jnore  significant. 
No  martial  event  from  the  battle  of  Marathon  to  that  of  Waterloo  —  two 
thousand  years  —  exerted  a  greater  influence  upon  human  affairs  than  the 
conquest  of  Burgoyne.  Of  the  fifteen  battles  decisive  of  lasting  results, 
during  more  than  twenty  centuries  of  human  progress,  the  conflict  of 
Saratoga  is  one.  Up  to  that  hour  the  Americans  were  esteemed  "  rebels  " 
by  the  i)owers  of  the  earth.  Henceforward  they  were  patriots  attempting 
to  rescue  their  country  from  wrong  and  outrage.  The  agents  of  Congress 
were  no  longer  obliged  to  hold  intercourse  with  the  monarchs  of  Europe 
in  stealthy  ways.     They  met  with  open  congratulations.     A  new  power 

1  Morgan  Lewis  was  born  in  1754,  hence  was  twentj'-three  years  of  age  at  this  epoch  ; 
James  Wilkinson  was  twenty.  Morgan  Lewis  was  the  son  of  Francis  Lewis,  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  ;  he  had  been  a  student  of  law  in  the  office  of  John  Jay.  In 
June,  1775,  he  joined  the  army  in  Cambridge,  and  was  made  captain  of  a  rifle  company. 
His  subsequent  career  will  be  noted  in  future  pages. 
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was  recognized.  A  new  element  had  entered  into  the  diplomacy  of 
nations.  This  victory  determined  the  French  alliance,  and  the  French 
alliance  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  final  triumph. 

The  figure  of  Philip  Schuyler  rises  grandly  above  all  others  in  this 
connection.  To  his  judicious  and  distinguished  efforts,  his  ingenious 
contrivances  and  unceasing  vigilance,  was  due  the  glory.  And  yet  he 
uttered  no  complaint  at  seeing  liis  laurels  worn  by  another ;  he  even 
congratulated  Gates  (who  had  displayed  no  professional  skill  whatever,) 
in  the  true  spirit  of  chivalrous  courtesy  and  devotion  to  the  common 
cause,  and  ministered  to  the  personal  comfort  of  the  fallen  foe.  Kiedesel 
sent  for  his  wife  and  children  as  soon  as  the  Royal  army  had  passed  by. 
They  came  in  a  calash,  and  a  gentleman  of  dignified  bearing,  devoid  of 
military  insignia,  lifted  the  children  from  it,  kissing  them  and  caressing 
them,  and  gallantly  assisted  the  baroness  to  alight,  offering  her  his  arm  and 
conducting  her  to  the  tent  of  Gates,  where  the  generals  were  assembled ; 
presently  he  suggested  that  his  own  tent  was  more  quiet,  and  invited  the 
lady  to  accept  its  hospitalities.  "  I  then  learned,"  writes  the  baroness, 
"  that  he  was  the  American  General  Schuyler."  Ijurgoyne  spoke  feelingly 
to  Schuyler  concerning  the  destruction  of  his  Saratoga  property.  "  Don't 
speak  of  it ;  it  was  the  fate  of  war,"  was  the  magnanimous  reply.  And 
when  Burgoyne  moved  on  his  journey  to  Boston,  Schuyler  sent  an  aide-de- 
camp to  conduct  him  to  his  own  home,  —  "an  elegant  house," ^  said  Bur- 
goyne, "where,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Schuyler  and 
her  family ;  and  where  I  remained  during  my  whole  stay  at  Albany,  with 
a  table  of  more  than  twenty  courses  for  me  and  my  friends,  and  every 
other  possible  demonstration  of  hospitality." 

On  the  same  day  that  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga  assented  to  the  terms  of 
surrender.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  having  caused  the  destruction  of  every 
American  vessel  on  the  Hudson  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Esopus  Creek, 
added  to  the  general  distress  and  terror  by  sending  General  Vaughan 
to  strike  a  death-blow  to  Kingston,  the  temporary  capital  of  New  York. 
In  size,  wealth,  and  importance  it  was  the  third  town  in  the  State.  Its 
population  numbered  between  three  and  four  thousand.  SOme  forty-eight 
stone  dwellings,  of  Avhich  several  were  large  and  elegant,  with  three  or 
more  hundred  houses  of  wood,  and  two  good-sized  hotels,  stood  within  an 
area  of  about  twenty-five  acres  ;  together  with  a  court-house  built  of  blue 
limestone,  and  a  Dutch  Church  with  an  extensive  burial  inclosure.  It 
numbered  among  its  inhabitants  numerous  families  of  distinction ;  as,  for 
instance,  the  Van  Gaasbecks,  the  Tappans,  the  Bruyns,  the  Elmendorfs, 

1  Sketch  of  Schuyler  Mansion,  page  146  (Vol.  II.)  ;  Speech  of  Burgoyne  in  the  Rouse  of 
Commons,  on  Mr.  Vyner's  motion.  May  26,  1788. 
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the  Bogarduses,  the  Hasbroucks,  the  Hardenburghs,  the  Van  Burens,  the 
Kierstedts,  the  Van  Steenburghs,  the  Du  Boises,  the  Van  Deusens,  the 
Banckers,  and  the  Vanderlyns.  John  Vanderlyn,  the  painter,  was  then  an 
infant.  *  A  boys'  boarding-school  flourished  under  Dominie  Doll,  in  which 
the  afterwards  distinguished  Edward  Livingston  (youngest  brother  of  the 
Chancellor),  then  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  a  pupil.  It  was  this  institu- 
tion to  which  he  referred  twenty  years  later,  when  he  said,  "  I  learned 
some  lessons  besides  those  found  in  the  good  teacher's  curriculum.  At 
my  first  dinner,  potatoes  and  a  piece  of  pork  composed  the  whole  bill  of 
fare.  The  knife  and  fork  were  put  in  the  solitary  dish,  and  the  school- 
boy invited  to  partake.  '  I  don't  like  pork,  we  never  eat  it  at  home,'  was 
my  reply.  '  Very  well,  my  little  man,'  said  my  host,  '  nobody  obliges  you 
to  eat.'  Consequently  a  potato  was  my  repast.  The  second  day  brought 
no  variety.  On  the  third,  fastidiousness  succumbed  to  hunger,  and  I 
endured  the  pork  and  potato  diet  without  variation  through  the  term." 
Kingston  was  the  refuge  of  numerous  New  York  families  of  wealth  and 
position,  who  with  their  liveried  negro  slaves  and  stylish  equipages  had 
retired  from  the  city  before  the  British  entered  and  took  possession  of 
their  costly  homes.  Philip  Livingston,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  lived  in  a  spacious  house  near  the  Hudson,  which  was  also 
the  present  home  of  his  daughter  Sarah,  and  her  husband,  Eev.  Dr.  John 
Henry  Livingston.  The  llev.  Dr.  John  Eodgers,  of  the  Brick  Church, 
New  York  City,  residing  near  them,  was  aroused  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  of  the  15th  by  an  unlettered  German  whom  he  scarcely  knew,  and 
warned  to  immediately  remove  the  household  goods  which  he  had  stored 
in  a  small  building  on  the  river-bank  ;  he  did  so,  and  with  the  Livingstons 
escaped  to  Sharon,  Connecticut.  James  Beekman,  whose  fine  mansion  on 
the  East  Kiver  was  proving  so  delightful  to  the  British  officers,  had  rented 
a  farm  near  Kingston,  and  with  his  clever  and  accomplished  wife  (Jane 
Keteltas)  was  devoting  himself  to  the  education  of  his  children.  Some  of 
the  new  state  officials  were  attended  by  their  families.  Mrs.  John  Jay 
had  recently  joined  her  husband.  The  stately  ceremonials,  together  with 
the  showy  costume  of  the  period  —  wigs,  ruffles,  velvet  coats,  white  silk 
stockings,  and  shoe-buckles  of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  court  hoop,  bro- 
caded silks,  and  mountains  of  powdered  hair,  flowers,  and  feathers  of  the 
ladies  —  and  the  host  of  colored  retainers,  gave  to  the  scene  the  effect 
of  a  little  feudal  court.  The  approach  of  the  enemy  was  known  in  time 
for  the  flight  of  the  people,  some  of  whom  were  able  to  remove  a  portion 
of  their  personal  property.  Vaughan  landed  at  Rondout,  burning  every 
habitation  on  the  two-mile  route  to  Kingston  by  two  roads,  where  within 
the  next  three  hours  he  accomplished  the  total  destruction  of  the  defense- 
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less  town,  burning  every  house  and  barn  and  building  but  one,  including 
twelve  thousand  barrels  of  flour  and  a  large  quantity  of  other  stores;  then 
hastily  retreated,  fearing  speedy  vengeance.  He  presently  crossed  the 
Hudson,  marched  in  various  directions,  burned  the  dwellings  of  all  well- 
known  Whigs,  and  committed  wanton  outrages  which  provoked  universal 
condemnation,  even  among  those  who  were  attached  to  the  king's  cause. 
Two  British  officers,  a  wounded  captain  and  his  surgeon,  were  being  hos- 
pitably entertained  by  Mrs.  Judge  Eobert  E.  Livingston,  the  mother  of  the 
Chancellor  and  of  Edward  Livingston,  at  her  beautiful  home  at  Clermont, 
as  the  red  smoking  column,  bearing  the  torch  aloft,  neared  her  dwelling, 
and  they  gratefully  proposed  to  extend  the  protection  of  their  presence 
and  influence  to  save  her  property,  which  she  politely  declined  ;  burying 
a  part  of  her  furniture,  the  remainder  was  packed  upon  wagons ;  and 
with  her  large  family  and  retinue  of  servants  she  set  forth  on  a  weary 
journey  to  Salisbury,  Connecticut ;  at  the  moment  of  starting,  the  figure 
of  a  favorite  servant,  a  fat  old  negro  woman,  perched  in  solemn  anxiety 
on  the  top  of  one  of  the  loads,  caused  a  burst  of  hearty  merriment.  Mrs. 
Livingston  did  not  leave  one  moment  too  soon,  as  the  smoke  and  flames 
rising  from  her  mansion  told  her  ere  she  was  two  miles  away.  The  news 
from  Saratoga  suddenly  checked  these  useless  atrocities,  and  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  called  in  his  troops  and  fell  back  to  New  York. 

Gates  sent  Wilkinson  to  bear  the  victorious  tidings  of  Burgoyne's  sur- 
render to  Congress;  while  on  the  route  he  stopped  at  the  quarters  of 
Lord  Stirling,  in  Reading,  where  in  a  free  conversation  he  repeated  part 
of  a  letter  which  Gates  Had  received  from  Conway,  a  boastful,  intriguing 
officer,  who  had  joined  the  army  at  Morristown  under  an  appoint- 
ment from  Congress.  The  letter  contained  strictures  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  army  under  Washington,  with  many  disparaging  comments. 
Stirling,  prompted  by  friendship,  communicated  the  matter  to  Washing- 
ton, and  a  correspondence  followed  between  Washington,  Gates,  and 
Conway,  the  incidents  springing  from  which  revealed  an  underhanded 
conspiracy  that  had  been  for  some  time  in  progress  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  commander-in-chief.  The  success  of  the  Northern  army  emboldened 
Gates,  and  Congress  for  a  time  was  seriously  influenced  in  favor  of  the 
aspirants.  But  public  sentiment  expressed  itself  in  a  manner  so  emphatic 
that  the  scheme  was  subsequently  abandoned.  As  the  winter  approached 
Howe  took  observations  of  Washington's  encampment  at  Whitemarsh, 
but  after,  as  Jones  quaintly  remarks,  "  viewing  the  front  of  the  Ameri- 
can right,  marching  to  the  center  and  taking  another  view,  from  thence 
to  the  left  and  stealing  a  peep  there,"  he  decided  that  the  works  were 
invulnerable,  and  that  he  had  better  leave  them  in  repose ;  and  Avith  some 
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skirmishing,  in  which  a  few  were  killed  on  both  sides,  marched  back  to 
the  warm  December  tires  and  snug  quarters  of  Phikidelijhia.  Washing- 
ton soon  after  this  removed  his  weary  and  destitute  army  to  Valley  Forge; 
such  was  the  want  of  shoes  and  stockings  among  his  men,  that  it  is  said 
they  might  have  been  tracked  over  the  hard  frozen  ground  the  whole  dis- 
tance from  Whitemarsh  by  the  blood  of  their  feet.  Governor  Livingston 
appealed  eloquently  to  the  ladies  of  New  Jersey  to  contribute  from  their 
superfluous  woolen  habits  to  the  scanty  clothing  of  the  suffering  soldiers ; 
and  every  nerve  was  strained  to  prevent  an  absolute  famine  in  camp. 
Within  twenty  miles  of  each  other  the  two  hostile  armies  thus  lay  quietly 
until  spring. 

Putnam  went  into  winter-quarters  in  the  Highlands.  While  he  was 
striving  with  his  accustomed  energy  to  provide  needful  shelter  and  food 
for  his  forces,  Burgoyne's  army  was  destroying  every  latent  spark  of  sym- 
pathy with  Great  Britain,  which  had  in  Massachusetts  survived  the 
shock  of  horrors  that  distinguished  this  bloody  year,  through  their  con- 
duct along  the  route  to  and  in  Boston,  from  whence  they  were  to  embark 
for  England.  The  houseless  inhabitants  of  Kingston  were  at  the  same 
time  shivering  in  meagre  hovels  in  country  places  ;  some  few  had  found 
accommodations  in  Hurley,  four  miles  from  the  ruins  of  the  little  capital, 
where  the  new  state  government  lighted  in  its  flight,  and  where  the 
boarding-school  of  Dominie  Doll  continued  to  prosper.  In  all  directions 
within  the  vicinity  of  New  York  the  British  forays  had  left  ashes,  desola- 
tion, and  anguish  along  their  track.  It  seemed  as  if  everything  useful  to 
man  was  plundered  or  consumed.  Meigs,  with  a  detachment  of  Parsons's 
brigade,  descended  upon  a  band  of  freebooters  in  West  Chester,  capturing 
fifty,  with  the  cattle  and  horses  they  had  stolen.  But  it  remained  for  Tryon 
to  crown  the  cruelties  of  the  year,  by  sending  an  expedition,  under  Em- 
merick,  with  blazing  torches,  through  Tarrytown  and  neighborhood,  which 
executed  its  mission  with  a  degree  of  barbarity  seldom  equaled  in 
civilized  warfare.  Among  other  outrages,  Peter  and  Cornelius  Van 
Tassel,  noted  Whigs,  were  dragged  from  their  dwellings  whicli  were  set 
on  fire,  and  led  to  the  British  lines  with  halters  about  their  necks,  naked 
^^     ,^  and  barefoot,  althouo-h  the  nioht  was  intensely  cold ;  and  women 
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and  children  were  mercilessly  abused  and  exposed.  Parsons 
wrote  a  letter  of  expostulation  to  Tryon,  in  which  he  .said  that  if  disposed 
to  retaliate  he  could  easily  burn  the  Philipse  or  the  De  Lancey  mansion, 
but  had  refrained  from  doing  so  because  of  the  wanton  and  unjustifiable 
inhumanity  of  such  acts.  Tryon  promptly  replied  that  with  more  au- 
thority he  "  would  burn  every  connnittee  man's  house  within  his  reach." 
The  result  followed  swiftly.     A  party  of  Americans  landed  from  a  whale- 
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boat  at  Bloomingdale  within  a  week,  surprised  and  captured  a  small 
guard  at  the  landing,  proceeded  to  the  beautiful  country-seat  of  Oliver  De 
Lancey,  and  destroyed  it,  with  everything  it  contained.  The  terrified 
ladies  made  their  escape  as  best  they  could  ;  Mrs.  De  Lancey  concealed 
herself  in  a  stone  dog-kennel  under  the  stoop  until  the  party  had  re- 
crossed  the  Hudson;  Miss  Charlotte  De  Lancey  (afterwards  Lady  Dun- 
das),  with  her  brother's  child  in  her  arms,  Miss  Floyd,  a  guest  of  the 
family  (afterwards  the  wife  of  John  Peter  De  Lancey  and  mother  of 
Bishop  De  Lancey),  and  Mrs.  John  Harris  Cruger,  De  Lancey's  oldest 
daughter,  fled  into  the  woods  and  bushes  in  the  darkness,  remaining  in 
the  open  air  all  night. 

The  last  important  event  of  1777  was  the  selection  of  a  new  site  for  a 
fort  to  replace  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton ;  Governor  George  Clinton 
with  Lieutenant-Governor  A^an  Cortlandt,  John  Jay,  and  one  or  two  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  Legislature,  made  observations  along  the  Hudson, 
and  afterwards  in  council  with  Washington,  determined  upon  West 
Point.  Early  in  January,  with  the  snow  two  feet  deep,  devoid  of  tents  or 
suitable  tools,  Parsons's  brigade,  under  Putnam's  direction,  threw  up  the 
first  embankment.  From  that  hour  until  to-day  no  foreign  power  has 
ever  been  able  to  pass  up  and  down  the  Hudson  Kiver  without  doing 
homage  to  the  American  flag. 


The  Waddell    Chairs. 

(See  page  157.) 
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CHAPTER    V. 

1778,   1779. 

VARIED    EVENTS. 

Parliament.  —The  French  Alliance.  —  Camp  at  Valley  Forge.  —Baron  Steuben. 
-Gardiner's  Island.  —General  Howe  superseded  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  —The 
Battle  of  the  Kegs.  —  Evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British.  —  Battle  of 
Monmouth.  —  General  Lee. —  Arrival  of  the  French  Fleet.  —  Destruction  of 
Wyoming. —New  York  City  under  the  British.  — The  Prisons.—  Citizens. 
—  Colonel  Luddington.  —  Forays  in  all  Directions  from  New  York  City.  — 
Dr.  John  Cochrane. —  Winter-Quarters. —Washington  in  Philadelphia. —The 
Verplanck  Mansion.  —  Condition  of  the  City  of  New  York.  —  New  Haven  at- 
tacked. —  Burning  of  Fairfield. —Burning  of  Norwalk.  —  Storming  of  Stony 
Point.  —  Paulus  Hook.  —  Sullivan's  Expedition  against  the  Indians. —The 
Southern  Army. — Newport. — Washington  at  Morristown. 

THE  news  of  the  disaster  to  the  British  arms  at  Saratoga  fell  like  a 
thunder-stroke  upon  the  Court  of  England.  Lord  Petersham  was 
the  bearer  of  Burgoyne's  dispatch,  penned  in  the  Schuyler  Mansion  at 
Albany.  The  public  admired  the  grace  and  dignity  with  which  he  told 
his  melancholy  tale.  "  The  style  is  charming,"  said  a  minister  in  the 
Royal  presence.  "  He  had  better  have  beaten  the  rebels  and  misspelt 
every  word  in  the  recital,"  said  the  king. 

The  fourth  session  of  Parliament,  from  November,  1777,  to  June,  1778, 
was  a  continued  scene  of  controversy.  The  Opposition  was  growing 
every  day  more  powerful.  The  employment  of  savages  to  fight  the 
Americans  was  the  well-spring  of  a  blaze  of  eloquence  seldom  equaled 
in  the  history  of  the  English  language.  Its  condemnation  brought  Lord 
Chatham  to  his  feet  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  speeches  of  his  life. 
Lord  North  threw  out  hints  in  debate  that  he  might  make  '^some 
proposition  of  accommodation,  and  the  straw  was  seized  by  those  who 
were  eager  to  end  the  contest.  Lord  Chatham  motioned  that  the  door  of 
reconciliation  be  opened  by  a  treaty,  before  France,  who  was  helping  the 
Americans  in  an   underhanded  way,  should  take  a  bolder  stand ;    but 
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the  motion  was  lost.  Frankliu,  from  Paris,  wrote  to  David  Hartley  (in 
October),  that  some  act  of  generosity  and  kindness  towards  the  American 
prisoners  might  soften  resentment  and  facilitate  negotiations.  And  the 
philanthropic  Hartley,  acting  upon  the  hint,  started  a  charitable  sub- 
scription for  that  end  to  which  large  sums  were  added  freely.  In  Decem- 
ber, the  situation  being  well  known  to  Hartley,  he  addressed  Parliament, 
urging  the  immediate  opening  of  a  treaty  with  the  Americans  while  they 
were  discontented  with  the  cool  and  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
France.  "  Do  it  before  you  sleep,"  he  said.  "  But  they  slept  and  did  it 
not,"  he  wrote  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  a 
few  months  afterward.  No  steps  of  importance  were  taken  until  the 
latter  part  of  February. 

By  that  time  France  had  thrown  off  her  veil,  and  all  Europe  was  ring- 
ing with  the  news  of  England's  disappointment.  When  Lord  North  rose 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  introduce  his  Conciliation  Bills,  admitting 
that  he  and  his  party  had  been  all  in  the  wrong  with  regard  to  America, 
the  astonishment  of  the  crowd  of  members  and  peers  present,  says  Wal- 
pole,  was  totally  indescribable.  A  dull  oppressive  silence  for  some  time 
succeeded  his  speech.  "Not  a  single  mark  of  approbation  was  heard 
from  any  man  or  description  of  men  within  the  walls  of  Parliament." 
Charles  Fox  finally  rose  and  ironically  complimented  Lord  North  on  his 
happy  conversion,  and  congratulated  the  Opposition  on  having  obtained 
so  powerful  an  ally,  then  with  cutting  emphasis  inquired  if  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  France  had  not  been  signed  by  the  American  agents  in 
Paris  within  ten  days  ?  Lord  North  was  thunderstruck,  and  remained 
silent.  When  forced  up  by  the  clamor,  he  owned  that  he  had  heard 
such  a  rumor,  but  had  received  no  official  intelligence  to  that  effect. 

In  Paris,  during  the  greater  part  of  January,  Franklin,  portly  and 
seventy-two,  had  been  weighing  and  chiseling  the  forty-four  articles  com- 
prised within  the  two  treaties — one  of  amity  and  commerce,  the  other 
offensive  and  defensive  —  which  had  been  prepared  for  consideration. 
Arthur  Lee  was  in  a  tumult  of  impatience,  and  wished  Franklin  "  would 
make  more  haste."  Temple  Franklin  said  that  his  "  grandfather's  dining 
out  every  day  prevented  any  business  from  being  done."  Whereupon  Lee 
jotted  in  his  journal  that  it  "  was  an  unpromising  state  of  things  when 
boys  made  such  observations  on  the  conduct  of  their  grandfathers."  As 
every  phrase  of  the  two  treaties  must  be  critically  scanned  and  agreed  upon 
by  four  men  of  differing  opinions,  then  translated  accurately  into  English, 
it  was  serious  as  well  as  protracted  labor.  In  the  midst  of  it  letters  from 
home  told  Franklin  that  his  daughter,  with  an  infant  four  months  old,  had 
retired  from  Philadelphia  twenty  miles  into  the  country,  carrying  his  library 
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and  papers  with  her,  and  that  Andre  and  other  British  officers  were  dom- 
iciled in  Ids  house,  playing  with  his  electrical  apparatus,  his  musical  glasses, 
his  harps  and  harpsichords.  Ealph  Izard  of  South  Carolina,  who  had 
been  sent  by  Congress  to  the  Court  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
resided  in  Paris,  and  was  every  day  in  counsel  with  Franklin  and  his 
associates.  The  wife  of  Ralph  Izard  was  Alice  De  Lancey,  daughter  of 
Peter  De  Lancey,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  John  Watts  of  New  York,  of  the 
powerful  family  at  that  moment  arrayed  upon  the  side  of  Great  Britain. 
On  the  evening  of  February  6  the  treaties,  having  been  perfected  and 
approved,  were  duly  signed  and  sealed  by  M.  Gerard  for  France,  and  by 
Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Silas  Deane  for  America. 

On  the  loth  of  March  the  French  Minister  in  London,  ]\Iarquis  de 
ISToailles,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  English  Secretary  of  State  a  note  an- 
nouncing the  significant  event,  couched  in  terms  almost  of  derision.  The 
very  next  day  Lord  North  offered  his  resignation  to  George  III.,  and 
advised  that  Lord  Chatham  be  appointed  Prime  Minister  in  his  stead. 
The  king  vehemently  refused  to  consent;  but  when  advised  again  and  again 
that  Chatham  was  the  only  minister  who  might  reconcile  all  parties,  and 
that  if  Lord  North  retired  no  other  administration  on  the  same  basis 
could  be  formed,  and,  also,  that  in  the  estimation  of  Lord  Barrington, 
Secretary  of  War,  the  nation  had  not  one  general  equal  to  the  emergency 
should  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  be  invaded  by  the  armies  of  Europe,  he 
found  that  his  aversion  must  yield  to  the  overwhelming  tide  of  cir- 
cumstances. 

On  the  2()th  the  treaties  were  publicly  acknowledged  by  France, 
and  the  American  envoys  presented  to  the  king.  Franklin  was 
'dressed  in  a  suit  of  black  velvet,  with  snowy  ruffles  at  wrist  and 
bosom,  white  silk  stockings,  and  silver  buckles.  Nothing  more  elegant 
was  ever  worn  by  a  man  of  seventy-two  in  any  age  or  country.  Yet  it 
was  only  the  prevailing  costume  of  an  American  gentleman  of  that  date 
at  dinners  and  fetes  at  home.  It  is  said  that  he  had  ordered  a  wig,  but 
when  the  peruke-maker  came  with  it  and  tried  it  upon  the  head  it  was 
destined  to  disfigure,  it  would  not  fit.  The  man  manipulated  until  Frank- 
lin ventured  to  hint  that  perhaps  the  wig  was  too  small.  "  0  no.  Mon- 
sieur, impossible,"  he  replied.  Then  after  a  few  more  vain  efforts  he 
exclaimed,  throwing  it  down  angrily,  "  No,  Monsieur  ;  it  is  not  the  wig 
that  is  too  small,  it  is  your  head  that  is  too  large."  Franklin  finally 
relinquished  the  idea  of  obeying  arbitrary  edicts  of  any  character,  and 
went  to  court  without  a  court  dress ;  and  all  Europe  applauded.  After 
the  ceremony  of  presentation  to  the  king,  the  envoys  drove  to  the  mag- 
nificent residence   of  Vergennes  to  partake  of  a  dinner  given  in  their 
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honor,  the  guests  comprisiug-  some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  French 
nobility.  In  the  evening  tliey  were  presented  to  Marie  Antionette,  who 
was  charmingly  enthusiastic  over  the  new  relationship. 

The  next  day  Lord  Stormont  left  Paris  for  London.  He  found  Lord 
Xorth  pressing  his  conciliatory  measures  in  the  liope  of  averting  war 
witli  France,  Ijut  determined  to  resign.  The  ministerial  party  were  in 
bad  humor,  said  they  had  been  deceived  and  betrayed,  and  talked  loudly 
about  the  disgraceful  capitulation  with  the  Americans.  The  Opposition 
doubted  the  acceptance  of  the  proposals  offered,  and  without  opposing 
made  their  support  as  disagreeable  as  possible ;  they  said  that  the  Minis- 
try, having  failed  in  their  secret  designs,  and  being  bafiled  and  beaten, 
were  trying  to  excuse  their  unexampled  barbarity  and  devastation  by 
pretences  that  were  unreal.     Both  parties,  however,  in  reality  acquiesced. 

Meanwhile  Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  resented  the  course  pursued  when 
Burgoyne  was  given  the  command  of  the  Northern  Army,  and  had 
written  to  Lord  Germain  with  so  much  asperity  that  his  removal  from 
the  government  of  Canada  followed.  General  Howe  had  been  ofi'ended 
by  the  criticisms  of  his  superiors  and  the  lack  of  attention  to  his  call  for 
men  and  means,  and  requested  permission  to  relinquish  his  command 
in  America,  which  was  promptly  granted,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  being 
appointed  in  his  stead.  And  Lord  Howe  had  taken  umbrage  at  what  he 
esteemed  a  slight  from  his  sovereign,  and  retired  from  tlie  service.  In 
choosing  commissioners  to  the  American  Congress,  innumerable  objections 
to  the  gentlemen  proposed  were  advanced.  Lord  Carlisle  was  then  only 
known  to  the  public  as  a  man  of  fashion  and  pleasure.  Against  his  ap- 
pointment miich  was  said  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  The  Duke  of 
Ptichmond  stated,  in  the  course  of  an  animated  debate,  that  one  of  the 
governors  in  America  made  objection  to  the  Congress  because  some  of 
them  sat  in  council  with  woolen  caps  on.  "  How  inadequate  must  such 
an  embassy  be  (referring  to  the  fashionable  lord)  to  men  in  woolen  night- 
caps I "  he  cried.  Indeed,  the  Duke  of  Eichmond  was  bent  on  making 
peace  upon  any  terras  which  w^ould  secure  the  good-will  of  the  Americans 
and  retain  them  as  allies.  Lord  Chatham  entered  the  House  of  Lords 
April  7,  walking  with  feeble  steps,  and  leaning  with  one  arm  on  his  son 
William,  with  the  other  on  Lord  Mahon.  With  the  sad  scene  of  that 
day  the  world  is  familiar.  The  noble  statesman  yielded  up  his  life  while 
in  the  very  act  of  performing  a  service  for  America.  Had  he  survived 
even  a  few  days  longer  he  would  probably  have  been  called  to  the  helm 
of  public  affairs  and  invited  to  solve  the  problem  which  he  had  himself 
propounded. 

Hardly  less  doubtful  and  divided  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  jwrsued 
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were  another  body  of  men,  assembled  in  a  little  Pennsylvania  town. 
The  distressing  condition  of  the  army  at  Valley  Forge,  the  growing 
depreciation  of  the  paper-money,  the  ruinous  loss  of  trade,  and  the 
augmented  burdens  of  the  war  were  variously  discussed.  A  large  party 
in  Congress  had  become  bitterly  opposed  to  Washington  through  the 
industrious  agencies  at  work  to  undermine  his  power.  The  dominant 
influence  of  Gates,  and  the  feuds  and  factions  and  intrigues  of  jealous 
rivals,  darkly  clouded  the  whole  winter  sky  of  American  interests.  As 
Congress  always  sat  with  closed  doors,  the  public  knew  no  more  of  what 
passed  than  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  disclose.  But  Washington  was 
alive  to  the  situation,  and  insisted  upon  the  aid  and  counsel  of  a  com- 
mittee of  live  from  Congress  in  forming  a  new  system  for  the  army. 
Hence  Reed,  Folsom,  Dana,  Charles  Carroll,  and  Gouverneur  Morris  were 
sent  to  Valley  Forge  in  January,  and  remained  nearly  three  mouths  in 
camp.  "  The  mighty  Senate  of  America  is  not  what  you  have  known  it ; 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  sick  even  unto  death,"  wrote  Morris  to  Jay. 
In  reply.  Jay  remarked :  "  Your  enemies  talk  much  of  your  Tory  con- 
nections in  Philadelphia.  Take  care.  Do  not  expose  yourself  to  calumny." 
As  a  portion  of  the  family  of  Morris  were  loyalists,  his  mother's  residence 
within  the  British  lines  during  the  whole  war,  and  numerous  relatives  on 
intimate  terms  with  the  enemy,  much  anxiety  was  engendered  on  his 
account. 

Mrs.  Washington  arrived  at  Valley  Forge  in  February,  and  resided  at 
headquarters  until  spring.  A  log-cabin  was  built  for  a  dining-room,  and 
numerous  comforts  were  added  to  the  rude  establishment  of  her  husband 
in  consequence  of  her  presence.  Lady  Stirling  and  her  daughter  Kitty, 
Mrs.  Knox,  and  several  other  ladies  also  joined  the  little  party,  and  two 
of  the  daughters  of  Governor  William  Livingston  spent  a  few  weeks  in 
camp  by  invitation  of  their  aunt,  Lady  Stirling. 

Baron  Steuben,  the  great  Prussian  disciplinarian,  arrived  at  head- 
quarters on  one  of  the  last  days  of  February.  He  was  forty-eight  years 
of  age,  of  exceptional  dignity  and  princely  bearing,  was  richly  dressed  on 
all  occasions,  wearing  a  medal  of  gold  and  diamonds  designating  the 
order  of  "  Fidelity  "  suspended  at  his  breast,  and  from  having  been  an 
officer  of  Frederick  the  Great,  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Court  of  the  Prince 
Hohenzollern-Hechingen,  and  the  intimate  associate  of  potentates  and 
noblemen,  he  possessed  a  fascination  for  the  half-frozen,  discontented,  and 
almost  revolting  army,  that  turned  for  a  time  the  whole  current  of  thought. 
Washington,  advised  of  his  approach  from  the  seat  of  Congress  at  York, 
rode  out  with  his  staff  to  meet  him  on  the  road.  Steuben  was  accom- 
panied by  an  imposing  suite  of  aids,  one  of  whom  was  ]\Iajor  L'Enfaut, 
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afterwards  famous  for  planning  the  city  of  Washington.  Every  eye  was 
fixed  with  curious  interest  upon  the  brilliant  cavalcade  that  swept  throuoh 
the  miserable  village  of  huts  where  the  half-clad  soldiers  were  congre- 
gated. And  a  stately  dinner-party  assembled  that  evening,  which,  with 
the  presence  of  the  ladies,  and  the  sparkle  of  the  jewels  of  the  new-comers, 
was  in  strange  contrast  with  the  roughness  of  the  log-cabin  where  the 
table  was  spread.  Steuben  had  left  Europe  in  the  autumn,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Count  St.  Germain,  who  desired  for  America  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly  experienced  military  scholar.  Washington  asked  the  baron  to 
organize  an  inspectorship,  and  erelong  the  whole  army  was  under  drill, 
and  a  select  military  school  in  practical  operation.  Officers  were  trained 
as  well  as  the  men.  The  baron  took  upon  himself  the  humblest  duty  of 
a  drill-sergeant.  He  marched  with  the  men,  musket  in  hand,  to  show  the 
manual  exercise  he  desired  to  introduce.  He  rose  at  daybreak,  sipped  his 
coffee  and  smoked  his  pipe  while  a  servant  dressed  his  hair,  and  by  sun- 
rise was  in  the  saddle,  equipped  at  all  points,  and  rode  to  the  parade 
alone  if  his  suite  were  not  ready  to  attend  him.  He  adapted  his  tactics 
to  the  nature  of  the  army  and  country,  and  Washington  found  him  a 
most  intelligent  and  consummate  officer.  His  greatest  difficulty  was  his 
ignorance  of  the  English  language.  When  the  men  blundered  in  their 
exercises,  he  blundered  in  his  explanations ;  his  French  and  German  were 
of  no  avail ;  then  he  usually  lost  his  temper  and  swore  in  all  three 
languages  at  once.  But  his  generous  impulses  and  his  personal  magnet- 
ism soon  made  him  a  favorite  with  the  men.  His  discipline  extended  to 
their  comforts  ;  he  examined  the  doctor's  reports,  visited  the  sick,  saw  that 
they  were  well  lodged  and  attended,  and  inquired  into  their  treatment  by 
the  officers,  not  infrequently  sharing  his  last  dollar  with  those  who  were 
in  want  and  suffering. 

During  the  spring  months  Long  Island  was  in  great  tribulation.  That 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  who  consigned  themselves  to  British  protec- 
tion in  1776,  were  under  a  delusion  that  the  troops  raised  among  them- 
selves, commanded  by  Oliver  De  Lancey,  John  Harris  Cruger,  Gabriel 
Ludlow,  and  other  loyalists,  were  for  their  own  specific  defense.  They 
learned  to  their  sorrow  the  value  of  foreign  guardians,  who  were  con- 
stantly committing  depredations ;  an  instance  where  Dr.  Tredwell,  a 
Long  Island  gentleman  of  fortune  and  position,  and  a  well-known  loyalist, 
riding  one  of  his  own  valuable  horses  through  a  wood,  was  stopped  by  a  party 
of  British  dragoons,  and  ordered  to  dismount  and  carry  his  saddle  home  on 
his  back  while  tliey  took  his  horse,  was  but  one  of  the  multitude  of  similar 
outrages.  But  the  loyalists'  battalions  were  now  ordered  elsewhere,  the 
forts  where  tliey  had  been   stationed  were  demolished,  and  to  all  com- 
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plaints  the  answer  came  from  British  headquarters,  "  Eaise  militia  and 
defend  yourselves."  The  energetic  patriots  speedily  comnmnicated  this 
condition  of  affairs  to  the  forces  in  Connecticut,  and  whale-boats  were  at 
once  fitted  out,  manned  by  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  men  each,  for 
purposes  of  retaliation,  capturing  Tories,  and  destroying  the  resources 
of  the  British  in  New  York,  keeping  Long  Island  in  perpetual  alarm 
and  connnotion  from  one  end  to  the  other.  Tliese  whale-boats,  after 
crossing  the  Sound,  were  frequently  dragged  across  the  narrow  point  of 
tlie  island,  known  as  "  the  canoe  place,"  and  launched  into  the  South  Bay, 
where  they  effectually  broke  up  a  lucrative  trade  in  which  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  small  vessels  were  engaged  in  supplying  the  New  York 
markets,  through  bartering  merchandise  with  the  country  people  for 
hogs,  lambs,  calves,  poultry,  butter,  cheese,  shell-fish,  and  other  produce  ; 
the  patriots  ventured  even  to  Eockaway  (within  fifteen  miles  of  New 
York  City),  and  captured  or  destroyed  every  boat  in  their  way,  sending 
tliose  of  value  round  Montauk  Point  to  New  London.  The  coasters  on 
all  sides  of  the  island  shared  the  same  fate.  In  vain  the  loyalists  begged 
for  cutters  to  stop  the  mischief;  General  Howe  had  nothing  to  do  wdth 
it,  and  Lord  Howe  chose  to  keep  his  cutters  taking  prizes  at  sea,  along 
the  coasts  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  to  one  eighth  of  the  proceeds 
of  which  he  was  personally  entitled ;  therefore  the  reply  came  again  and 
again,  "You  have  a  militia,  defend  your  own  trade."  The  eastern 
extremity  of  Long  Island  was  as  a  rule  devoted  to  the  American  cause. 
Neither  threats  nor  bribes  had  induced  its  inhabitants  to  resign  the  prin- 
ciples to  which  they  had  plighted  their  faith.  Abandoned  to  the  mercy 
of  the  foe,  they  had  borne  insults  and  robberies  with  patience.  The 
British  posts  at  Sagg  Harbor  and  Southampton  overawed  them,  but  in 
no  wise  weakened  their  patriotism  or  integrity.  Their  carts  and  teams 
were  impressed,  oxen  killed,  and  hay  and  grain  seized,  wdienever  the 
wants  of  the  enemy  demanded.  Payment  was  sometimes  made,  but 
never  in  full,  nor  was  any  consideration  shown  by  the  inferior  officers 
when  the  farmers  protested  against  parting  with  the  necessaries  wanted 
for  their  own  families.  The  beautiful  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island,  the 
first  founded  of  all  the  manors  of  New  York,  was  stripped  every  year  of 
its  produce,  and  some  of  its  finest  timber  cut  and  carried  away  by  the 
British.  One  of  its  trustees.  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  was  arrested  at 
his  home  in  Easthampton  and  threatened  with  aU  the  penalties  of  martial 
law  for  refusing,  when  ordered  by  Tryon,  to  call  out  the  militia  to  defend 
the  coasts  from  the  whale-boats  of  Connecticut.  His  unflinching  decision 
in  the  matter  finally  convinced  the  British  officers  of  the  folly  of  forcible 
measures,  and  they  liberated  him  ;  nor  did  they  make  much  effort  after- 
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wards  to  subdue  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  that  region,  whose  bitter  hatred 
they  had  so  thoroughly  invoked.  The  son  of  Gardiner  was  even  then  an 
officer  in  Washington's  army,  although  the  fact  was  not  known  to  the 
invaders.  The  manor-house  upon  Gardiner's  Island,  built  in  1774,  was  a 
favorite  resort  for  the  British  officers  when  on  hunting  or  holiday  expedi- 
tions, the  marks  left  where  they  pitched  quoits  in  the  dining-room  on 
rainy  days  being  still  in  existence. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and 
assumed  the  chief  command  of  the  British  army.  General  Howe  prepared 
to  sail  for  England.  The  winter  had  been  without  incident  of  a  military 
character,  save  the  skirmishes  which  attended  every  foraging  party 
who  ventured  — 
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Gardiner's  Island  Manor-House,  and  Viewof  Gardi*ier's  Bay. 

[Built  in  1774  by  David  Gardiner.  Sixth  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Gardiner's 
Island.     See  Vol.  I.  696  ] 
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kegs  came  in  sight,  and  the  wharves  and  shipping  were  manned ;  some 
of  tlie  ships  of  war  poured  whole  broadsides  into  the  Delaware,  "  as  if," 
says  a  humorous  writer  of  the  day,  "the  kegs  were  filled  with  armed 
rebels,  who  were  to  issue  forth  in  the  dead  of  night  as  the  Grecians  did 
of  old  from  their  wooden  horse  at  the  siege  of  Troy,  and  take  the  city 
by  surprise."  The  affair  furnished  food  for  an  endless  amount  of  clever 
sarcasm  and  healthful  laughter,  and  became  the  subject  of  Francis  Hop- 
kinson's  famous  satirical  ballad,  "The  Battle  of  the  Kegs." 

Copies  of  Lord  North's  plans  for  conciliation  were  sent  on  a  swift  sailing 
vessel  to  America,  immediately  upon  the  news  reaching  England  that  the 
treaty  liad  actually  been  concluded  at  Paris.     The  ^Ministry  thought  thus 
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to  forestall  effects.  Congress  unanimously  resolved,  upon  receiving  these 
drafts  about  the  middle  of  April,  that  no  conference  could  be  held  with 
any  commissioners  from  Great  Britain,  or  treaties  considered,  until  that 
power  had  withdrawn  its  armies  and  fleets,  and  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States.      On  the  2d  of  May  a  mes- 

^^^^  senger  arrived  from  France  with  the  two  treaties,  which  on  the 

4th  were   ratified  by  Congress,  and  at  once  published   throughout   the 

country.     The  6th  was  observed  as  a  day  of  public  rejoicing  at 

^^^  ^'  Valley  Forge.  The  terms  of  the  treaties  were  read  by  the  chap- 
lains to  the  several  brigades,  solemn  prayers  were  offered,  and  eloquent 
discourses  delivered.  Then  followed  a  grand  review,  a  national  discharge 
•of  thirteen  guns,  and  a  banquet ;  the  tables  were  arranged  in  a  sort  of  am- 
phitheater where  all  the  officers  of  the  army  could  be  seated.  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington graced  the  occasion  with  her  presence,  also  Lady  Stirling  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Knox,  Mrs.  Greene,  and  several  other  ladies.  The  French 
gentlemen  of  rank  who  had  joined  the  army  were  especially  gratified 
with  the  demonstrations  of  delight  with  which  the  tidings  were  welcomed 
that  henceforward  the  flags  of  the  two  countries  would  go  together  into 
the  battle-fields  of  America. 

The  noise  of  jubilant  cannon  had  scarcely  died  away  at  Valley 
Forge,  when  Philadelphia  was  astir  with  revelry.  Howe  had 
*^  '  been  absorbed  with  amusements  and  dissipation  while  discreditably 
besieged  all  winter  by  the  army  he  affected  to  despise  —  less  than  half  as 
large  as  his  own.  His  gay  young  officers  had  also  been  killing  time  with 
private  theatricals  and  all  manner  of  loose  diversions.  Now  they  thought 
to  compliment  their  indulgent  commander  by  giving  a  magnificent  enter- 
tainment prior  to  his  departure  for  England,  which  should  also  be  a  grace- 
ful return  to  the  ladies  of  Philadelphia  for  their  civilities  and  courtesies 
during  the  season.  J^Iajor  Andre  was  one  of  the  most  efficient  of  the 
twenty-two  chivalrous  young  Britons  who  projected  the  fete,  to  which 
was  given  the  Italian  name  Mischianza  —  medley  —  and  with  Oliver  De 
Lancey,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  painted  the  chief  of  the  decorations.  It  was  a 
tournament  on  a  grand  scale,  a  brilliant  mingling  of  regatta,  naval,  and 
military  procession,  knightly  evolutions  and  feats  of  arms,  fireworks,  and 
a  ball.  This  brilliant  farewell  was  doubly  dear  to  General  Howe,  from 
the  fact  that  he  felt  wronged  by  the  Ministry.  But  it  called  more  atten- 
tion to  his  inefficiency  than  any  other  event  of  the  war.  Why  had  he 
given  his  officers  leisure  for  such  performances !  With  twenty-four  thou- 
sand of  the  best  troops  in  the  world,  why  had  he  not  attacked  the  little 
sliivering,  half-fed  army  by  whom  lie  was  imprisoned  !  And  what  sort 
of  a  general  must  he  be  to  peaceably  allow  the  saucy  New  Jersey  Legis- 
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lature,  with  Governor  Livingston  at  its  head,  to  hold  its  sessions  in 
Trenton,  only  thirty  miles  away !  The  festival  was  universally  pro- 
nounced a  ridicftlous  and  untimely  farce.  The  next  afternoon  it  was 
discovered  that  Lafayette,  with  twenty-five  hundred  men,  had  taken  post 
on  Barren  Hill  —  about  half-way  from  Valley  Forge  —  as  if  to  watch  the 
movements  in  and  about  Philadelphia.  At  ten  in  the  evening  Howe 
sent  Grant  with  above  five  thousand  troops  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  gain 
the  rear  of  Lafayette ;  going  out  early  the  following  morning  him- 
self, attended  by  Clinton  and  Knyphausen,  with  nearly  six  thou- 
sand men,  to  meet  the  Americans  after  their  expected  rout.  But  there 
were  no  routed  Americans  to  meet.  Lafayette,  discovering  the  danger, 
threw  out  small  parties  into  the  woods  to  show  themselves  as  the  heads 
of  attacking  columns,  thus  bringing  Grant  to  a  halt  to  prepare  for  action, 
while  he  crossed  with  his  main  force  the  ford  of  tlie  Schuylkill.  Way- 
worn and  crestfallen,  Howe   returned   to  Philadelphia.     On  the ,,    „ 

^  May  24. 

24th    he   resigned   the    command  to    Clinton,  and  embarked  for 
home. 

A  few  days  later,  orders  from  the  Ministry,  prepared  in  consequence  of 
the  impending  war  with  France,  reached  Clinton  to  evacuate  the  hard- 
won  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  concentrate  his  forces  at  New  York.  While 
military  quarters  were  in  the  stir  and  bustle  of  preparation,  and  heavy 
cannon  and  hay  and  horses  were  being  shipped,  the  commissioners  under 
the  Conciliatory  Bills,  empowered  to  negotiate  for  the  restoration  of 
peace,  landed,  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  Their  secretary  was  Adam 
Ferguson,  the  celebrated  Scotch  philosopher  and  historian..  They  were 
surprised  and  indignant  to  find  their  plan  of  operations  so  completely  dis- 
concerted by  the  lords  of  England.  They  said  they  should  never  have 
undertaken  the  mission  had  they  known  of  the  orders  for  evacuation. 
Lord  Carlisle  wrote,  "  Three  thousand  of  the  miserable  inhabitants  have 
embarked  on  board  our  ships,  not  daring  to  remain  in  the  city,  as  they 
can  expect  no  mercy  from  those  who  come  after  us." 

There  was  not  the  shadow  of  an  opening  for  the  messengers  of  peace. 
Even  their  private  letters  were  angrily  resented.  Lafayette,  because  of 
some  reflections  on  the  conduct  of  France  in  the  public  letter  of  the  com- 
missioners to  the  President  of  Congress,  challenged  Lord  Carlisle  to  meet 
him  in  single  combat.  The  streets  of  Philadelphia  were  cumbered  with 
heaps  of  furniture,  and  auctions  were  taking  place  daily  on  the  sidewalks. 
The  people  were  in  the  utmost  consternation.  "  A  more  affecting  spectacle 
of  woe  I  never  beheld,"  said  Governor  Johnstone.  Becoming  convinced 
that  the  commission  could  do  no  good  as  long  as  independence  was 
tacitly  acknowledged  by  the  retreat  from  Philadelphia,  the  commissioners 
re-embarked,  and  with  the  retiring  fleet  sailed  down  the  Delaware. 
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Meanwhile  Clinton  and  his  army  crossed  the  river  and  commenced  a 
slow,  tiresome  journey  through  New  Jersey  by  land.  The  wagons  laden 
with  stores  and  provisions  were  so  numerous  that  they  alone  formed  a 
line  twelve  miles  long.  The  bridges  were  all  gone,  wells  filled  up,  and 
every  conceivable  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  progress.  The 
weather  was  excessively  hot  for  June.  Small  bodies  of  Americans  har- 
assed the  column  perpetually  in  the  rear.  Washington  placed  Arnold 
in  command  of  Philadelphia,  and  followed  the  British.  The  traitorous 
Lee  had  been  exchanged,  and  reinstated  in  the  army,  and  when  Washing- 
ton summoned  a  council  of  war  to  discuss  the  policy  of  an  attack  upon 
Clinton,  he  not  only  opposed  the  measure  with  spirit,  but  influenced 
the  majority  of  the  officers  to  do  the  same.  Washington,  however,  was 
determined  to  execute  his  purpose,  and  intrusted  a  fit  command  for  the 
oldest  major-general  to  Lafayette,  who  marched  towards  the  enemy  with 
the  utmost  alacrity.  The  following  day  Lee  was  ordered  forward  with 
two  brigades,  to  command  the  whole  advance  party.  Just  after  midday 
on  the  27th,  Washington  summoned  his  officers  to  headquarters  and 
directed  them  to  engage  the  enemy  on  the  next  morning,  and  ordered 
Lee  to  concert  with  his  officers  the  mode  of  attack.  But  when  Lafayette, 
Wayne,  and  Maxwell  came  to  Lee  at  the  hour  named,  he  refused 

June  28 

'  to  form  any  plan.  The  next  morning  he  moved  languidly,  and 
his  conduct  was  such  that  the  suspicions  of  Lafayette  were  aroused, 
who  sent  a  message  to  Washington  that  his  presence  was  needed  on  the 
field.  Twice  were  similar  messages  sent  by  John  Laurens,  son  of  the 
statesman.  The  officers  were  constantly  receiving  orders  and  counter- 
orders  from  Lee ;  Wayne  was  on  the  point  of  engaging  the  enemy  in 
earnest,  when  Lee  enjoined  him  only  to  make  a  feint.  There  was  march- 
ing and  counter-marching,  crossing  and  recrossing  a  bridge,  and  a  halt  for 
an  hour.  Thus  Clinton  was  given  ample  time  for  preparation  ;  finally  he 
sent  out  a  division  to  attack  the  Americans,  who  retreated.  Washington 
was  coming  up  with  the  main  body  to  support  the  advance  as  he  had 
promised,  when  he  encountered  the  fugitives.  He  asked  an  officer  the 
meaning  of  it  all,  who  smiled  significantly,  saying  he  had  retreated  by 
order ;  another  officer  exclaimed  with  an  oath  that  they  were  fiying  from 
a  shadow.  A  suspicion  flashed  across  Washington's  mind  of  the  treachery 
of  Lee,  and  he  galloped  furiously  forward,  exclaiming  in  a  voice  of  anger  as 
he  met  the  latter, "  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this,  sir? "  Lee  stammered, 
at  first  confused,  and  then  in  an  insolent  tone  said,  "  You  know  the  attack 
was  contrary  to  my  advice  and  opinion."  Washington  sharply  replied, 
"  You  should  not  have  undertaken  the  command  unless  you  intended  to 
carrv  it  through."     But  there  was  no  time  for  words.     The  British  were 
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coming  down  the  narrow  road,  and  would  be  upon  them  in  fifteen  minutes. 
Washington  swiftly  formed  his  retreating  regiments  into  a  barricade,  and 
planted  other  troops  upon  higher  ground.  Lee  was  ordered  to  the  rear, 
and  while  sitting  idly  upon  his  horse,  explaining  to  by-standers  that  the 
attack  was  madness  and  could  not  possibly  be  successful,  Washing- 
ton effectually  checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a  pitched 
battle  drove  them  back  to  the  ground  which  Lee  had  occupied  at  first. 
At  night  two  brigades  hung  on  the  British  right,  a  third  on  their  left ; 
while  the  rest  of  Washington's  forces  planted  their  standards  on  the  field 
of  battle,  and  lay  on  their  arms  to  renew  the  contest  at  daybreak.  Wash- 
ington himself,  wrapped  in  his  cloak,  reclined  at  the  foot  of  a  tree.  When 
the  morning  dawned  the  British  had  departed.  Clinton  had  not  even 
given  his  weary  troops  opportunity  for  a  nap,  but  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening  had  marched  after  the  division  with  the  baggage-train,  abandon- 
ing the  severely  wounded  and  leaving  his  dead  unburied.  The  loss  of  the 
British  was  more  than  four  hundred;  and  during  their  march  through 
New  Jersey  above  eight  hundred  deserted  their  standard.  The  American 
loss  in  the  battle,  which  took  its  name  from  the  adjacent  village  of  Mon- 
mouth, was  in  killed  and  wounded  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

A  court-martial  found  Lee  guilty  of  disobedience,  misbehavior  before 
the  enemy,  and  disrespect  to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  suspended  him 
from  command  for  twelve  months.  Congress  confirmed  the  sentence,  and 
in  1780,  provoked  by  an  impertinent  letter,  dismissed  him  from  the 
service.  His  chief  consolation  in  his  disgrace  was  the  most  virulent 
railing  against  Washington. 

When  Clinton  reached  New  York,  his  army  went  into  quarters  upon 
Manhattan,  Staten,  and  Long  Islands.  Washington  encamped  his  forces 
at  New  Brunswick,  Elizabeth,  Newark,  Hackensack,  and  White  Plains. 
Aaron  Burr  and  other  energetic  young  officers  were  sent  on  reconnoiter- 
ing  expeditions  to  Bergen,  Hoboken,  and  various  points  of  observation,  to 
obtain  information  concerning  the  intentions  of  the  enemy.  The  French 
fleet  commanded  by  Count  D'Estaing  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware on  the  8th  of  July.  A  less  rough  voyage,  and  it  might  have  inter- 
cepted Lord  Howe's  squadron.  Having  dispatched  a  frigate  with  the 
illustrious  M.  Gerard,  the  first  French  Minister,  and  Silas  Deane,  to 
Philadelphia  (Congress  having  returned  to  that  city  on  the  2d  of  July) 
the  fleet  followed  Lord  Howe  to  Sandy  Hook,  and  would  have  entered 
and  offered  battle  in  New  York  Bay  could  pilots  have  been  found  to  take 
its  largest  ships  through  the  channel.  New  York  City  was  thrown  into 
the  most  violent  commotion.  The  loyalists  had  the  mortification  of 
seeing  the  British  fleet  blockaded  and  insulted  in  tlieir  own  harbor.     The 
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metropolis  was  indeed  surrounded  by  an  enemy.  Clinton  wrote  to 
Germain  that  he  should  probably  be  compelled  to  retire  to  Halifax. 
Young  Laurens  was  sent  to  Count  D'Estaing  as  aid  and  interpreter.  A 
frank  and  cordial  correspondence  with  Washington  finally  induced  the 
Count  to  trim  his  sails  for  Newport ;  and  Greene  and  Lafayette  were 
sent  to  join  Sullivan  in  command  of  Ehode  Island,  who  was  to  co-operate 
in  an  attempt  to  recapture  that  stronghold  from  the  British.  Lord  Howe, 
whose  intended  successor,  Admiral  Byron,  had  not  yet  arrived,  sailed  in 
pursuit  of  the  French.  The  two  fleets  were  on  the  point  of  engaging 
when  separated,  wrecked,  and  scattered  by  a  violent  storm.  The  enter- 
prise against  Ehode  Island  proved  a  failure  in  all  respects,  and  the 
disappointment  led  to  bitter  jealousies  between  the  Americans  and  their 
allies. 

The  ceremonials  to  be  observed  at  the  reception  of  the  first  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States,  were  a  matter  of  no  little  study. 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Samuel  Adams,  and  Gouverneur  Morris  comprised 
the  committee  who  drafted  the  form  of  presentation ;  this  was  discussed 
five  days  by  Congress.  It  was  necessary  that  the  details  should  be  in 
harmony  with  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  government,  therefore  no 
absolute  precedent  could  be  followed. 

On  the  memorable  occasion  Eichard  Henry  Lee  and  Samuel  Adams, 
in  a  "  coach-and-six,"  waited  upon  the  Minister  at  his  house.  Presently 
the  Minister  and  the  congressional  delegates  entered  the  coach  together, 
the  Minister's  chariot  following,  with  his  secretary.  The  carriages  having 
arrived  at  the  State  House,  the  Minister  was  conducted  to  his  chair  in  the 
congress  chamber,  the  President  and  Congress  sitting.  The  Minister 
being  seated,  he  gave  his  credentials  into  the  hands  of  his  secretary,  who 
advanced  and  delivered  them  to  the  President.  The  secretary  of  Con- 
gress read  and  translated  them,  after  which  Mr.  Lee  announced  the  Min- 
ister to  the  President  and  Congress  who  all  rose ,  together ;  the  Minister 
bowed  to  the  President  and  to  the  Congress,  they  each  bowed,  and 
all  seated  themselves  again.  In  a  moment  the  Minister  rose  and  made  a 
speech  to  Congress,  the  members  sitting ;  after  which  the  President  and 
the  Congress  rose,  and  the  President  pronounced  an  answer  to  the  speech, 
the  Minister  standing ;  this  being  ended,  all  were  once  more  seated.  The 
President,  Congress,  and  the  Minister  then  again  rose  together,  the  Min- 
ister bowed  to  the  President,  who  returned  the  salute,  then  to  the  Con- 
gress, who  also  bowed  in  return,  and  withdrew,  attended  home  in  the 
same  manner  in  which  he  had  been  brought  to  the  house.  During  this 
august  scene  the  door  of  the  congress  chamber  was  thrown  open,  and 
about  two  hundred  gentlemen  of  distinction  were  permitted  to  witness 
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the  ceremony,  among  whom  were  several  foreign  noblemen.  An  ele- 
gant dinner  given  to  the  Minister  by  Congress  was  the  final  event  of 
the  day. 

Ere  these  auspicious  occurrences  had  warmed  the  heart  and  quickened 
the  pulse  of  America,  Western  New  York  was  crimsoned  with  blood. 
Niagara  was  a  British  post,  the  common  rallying-place  of  Tories  and 
savages,  of  refugees  and  vagabonds.  Brandt  had  retired  hither  after  St. 
Leger's  repulse  at  Fort  Stanwix.  And  here  many  a  dark  deed  of  ven- 
geance was  planned.  In  June  a  party  sallied  forth,  eleven  hundred 
strong,  composed  of  desperadoes  and  Indians,  led  by  John  Butler,  formerly 
in  some  official  connection  with  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  one  of  the  valiant 
in  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  who,  after  laying  waste  the  country  on  the  route, 
descended  upon  the  fair  settlement  of  Wyoming  in  the  Susquehanna 
Valley,  which  consisted  of  eight  townships  each  five  miles  square,  mas- 
sacring its  inhabitants  in  the  most  brutal  and  fiendish  manner.  The 
able-bodied  male  population  —  one  thousand  or  move  —  were  chiefly 
away  in  the  army ;  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  an  officer  in  the  Continental 
army  stationed  at  West  Point,  was  home  on  a  furlough,  and  gathering 
the  old  men  and  boys,  and  such  of  the  farmers  as  he  could  hastily  collect 
in  the  emergency,  commanded  the  defense.  But  his  force,  all  told,  num- 
bered less  than  four  hundred,  and  the  horde  of  invaders,  more  than  twice 
as  numerous,  knew  the  woods  well,  and  had  come  to  destroy  and  deal 
death,  not  to  recover  and  hold.  In  the  engagement  nine  tenths  of  the 
heroic  defenders  were  killed  and  scalped.  The  British  leader  boastfully 
reported  having  burned  a  thousand  houses  and  every  mill  in  the  valley. 
He  omitted  to  state  that  in  several  instances  men,  women,  and  children 
were  shut  into  buildings  and  all  consumed  together ;  or  that  monsters 
in  human  shape,  painted  like  Indians,  took  the  lives  of  their  nearest  of 
kin  with  diabolical  fury.  A  horrified  group  of  survivors  fled  through 
a  pass  in  the  hills  to  the  eastern  settlements.  Then  the  bloodthirsty 
marauders  left  the  smoking  scene  of  solitary  desolation,  and  turned 
towards  the  region  of  Rochester  to  continue  their  terrible  work.  Early 
in  November  Walter,  the  son  of  John  Butler,  commanded  tlie  wai'-party 
that  repeated  the  terrible  drama  of  Wyoming  at  Cherry  Valley.  Human- 
ity itself  was  disgraced  by  the  wholesale  slaughter,  and  a  thrill  of  horror 
vibrated  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 

Washington  passed  much  of  the  summer  at  White  Plains,  although  he 
visited  West  Point  frequently,  and  was  at  the  various  posts  in  New  Jersey 
from  time  to  time.     On  the  7th  of  August  another  disastrous  fire 

Aug.  7. 

raged  violently  for  several  hours  in  New  York  City,  commencing 

in  Pearl  Street,  near  Broad  ;  sixty-three  houses  and  a  number  of  stores 
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were  cousumed.  The  following  day,  iu  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thunder- 
storm, a  sloop  at  anchor  in  the  East  River,  with  two  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  barrels  of  gunpowder  on  board,  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  the 
explosion  unroofed  a  number  of  houses,  and  demolished  windows  and 
furniture  in  every  direction.  Lord  Stirling  while  in  camp  at  White 
Plains  obtained  permission  for  his  wife  and  daughter  Kitty  to  visit  his 
eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Eobert  Watts,  in  New  York  City,  where  they  spent 
the  month  of  August,  and  were  treated  with  the  utmost  civility  by  the 
British  officers.  They  found  Mrs.  Watts  prostrated  from  the  effects  of 
the  alarm  of  the  tire  and  the  explosion,  and  her  husband  "  heartily  sick  of 
British  tyranny."  They  spoke  in  their  letters  of  courtesies  received  from 
Walter  Eutherford,  whose  wife  was  Lord  Stirling's  sister ;  from  Andrew 
Elliot,  collector  of  the  port  under  the  Crown  ;  from  Lord  Drummond,  son 
of  the  Earl  of  Perth,  who  was  in  America  to  look  after  his  father's  interests 
as  proprietor  of  East  New  Jersey ;  from  Nicholas  Bayard,  whose  country- 
seat  was  on  the  eminence  above  Canal  Street ;  and  from  William  Smith, 
the  historian,  afterwards  chief  justice  of  Canada.  "  They  were  our  con- 
stant visitors,  and  desired  to  be  remembered  to  you,"  wrote  Lady  Stirling 
to  her  husband.  Smith  had  been  an  influential  opponent  of  the  British 
measures  until  a  recent  date,  an  intimate  friend  of  Stirling,  Governor 
Livingston,  John  Morin  Scott,  John  Jay,  and  Gouverneur  Morris.  The 
latter  had  been  a  student  of  law  in  his  office.  Suddenly  he  was  appre- 
hended, examined,  and  coniined  a  state  prisoner  in  Livingston  Manor,  for 
having  sent  intelligence  to  the  enemy  (it  was  said) ;  and  finally,  with  his 
wife  and  family,  library,  household  effects,  servants,  chariot,  and  horses, 
was  banished  to  New  York  City.  On  the  same  sloop  with  Smith  were 
Major  Colden,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Governor  Colden,  and  Samuel  Bayard, 
former  secretary  of  the  province,  who  for  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  new  State  were  ordered  beyond  the  British  lines. 

Walter  Rutherford  lived  in  the  fine  substantial  house  of  the  sketch, 
which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Astor  House.  The  adjoining 
dwelling  was  the  home  of  William  Axtell,  who  prior  to  the  war  was  one 
of  the  governor's  council,  and  whose  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Abraham 
De  Peyster,  the  treasurer.  He  had  favored  the  American  cause  at  the 
start,  but  when  his  estate  came  into  the  power  of  the  conquerors  his  sen- 
timents changed,  and  he  became  a  loyalist  of  the  first  magnitude.  He 
had  an  elegant  mansion  in  Flatbush,  Long  Island,  and  when  commissioned 
as  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  loyalists  the  men  raised,  numbering  about 
thirty,  were  encamped  in  his  courtyard,  apparently  to  guard  his  premises. 
Jones  says  he  had  a  secretary,  an  aide-de-camp,  a  chaplain,  a  physician, 
and  a  surgeon  in  full  pay.     And  to  liim  was  confided  the  power  of  grant- 
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ing  licenses  to  all  the  public-houses  in  the  county,  and  passes  over  the 
Brooklyn  Ferry,  which  were  the  sources  of  a  large  revenue. 

New  York  City,  with  its  piles  of  ruins  and  its  poisonous  prisons,  was  no 
longer  the  gay  progressive  metropolis  of  former  years.     The  late  fire  had 
been  less  extensive  that  that  of  1776,  but  the  wealthy  loyalists  were  great 
sufferers.    The  Cruger  family  lost 
six    houses,   Gerardus  Duyckink 
seven,  William  Bayard  six  houses 
and  stores,  and  Peter  Mesier  and 
his  family  not  less  than  fifteen 
buildings.     A  strange   village  of 
huts  had  sprung  up  on  the  site 
of  the  fire  of  1776,  called  "  Can- 
vas  Town,"  which  was  tenanted 
by  banditti,  and  soldiers  who  ob- 
tained the  means  of  dissipation 

by    plunder,  or    starving    wretches      Home  of  Waiter  Rutherford.    Home  of  William  Axtell. 

who  turned  highwaymen  in  despair ;  it  was,  in  short,  a  hideous  plague- 
spot.  A  sense  of  insecurity  destroyed  all  comfort.  No  citizen  dared 
walk  out  after  sunset  without  a  guard.  Eobberies  were  of  nightly  occur- 
rence. The  faith  pinned  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  was  becoming  sadly 
weakened.  The  flight  of  Clinton  from  Philadelphia,  chased  across  the 
Jerseys  by  Washington,  the  presence  of  a  French  fleet  cruising  off  Sandy 
Hook,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  city  was  beleaguered  on  every  side  by 
the  American  army,  were  not  conducive  to  happiness.  The  editors  of  the 
Tory  newspapers  exerted  themselves  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  anxious 
by  furnishing  exaggerated  accounts  of  "  rebel  misfortune "  and  misery. 
They  said  Connecticut  was  in  chaotic  confusion  all  through  her  borders ; 
that  in  Maryland  only  forty  recruits  responded  to  the  call  of  Congress ; 
that  fevers  were  raging  in  Pliiladelphia  and  the  people  were  longing  for 
King  George ;  that  the  whole  South  was  weary  of  the  war,  and  would 
rise  at  the  first  landing  of  a  British  army  and  shake  off  the  usurping 
tyranny  of  Congress ;  that  the  inhabitants  were  starving  and  rebellious  in 
Boston,  and  that  all  their  food  was  transported  from  the  South  by  a  land- 
carriage  of  seventeen  hundred  miles  ;  in  short,  that  the  chief  supplies  of 
the  Eastern  States  were  wholly  cut  off,  trade  sunk,  gold  and  silver  gone, 
not  a  piece  of  coin  to  be  seen  anywhere,  a  cartload  of  the  Continental 
currency  not  worth  a  dollar,  and  the  "  rebel  army  such  a  miserable  set 
of  ragged  creatures  as  was  never  scraped  together  before."  There  were 
some  who  believed  these  statements,  but  the  majority  grimly  trembled. 
The  loyalists  and  refugees  Ibrmed  themselves  into  companies  to   aid  in 
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the  defense  of  the  city  should  it  be  besieged  as  expected,  and  commanded 
by  Major  David  Matthews,  paraded  in  the  fields,  making  a  fine  ap- 
pearance. 

The  poverty-stricken  vi^ere  in  a  perishing  condition,  and  the  rich 
loyalists  and  many  of  the  British  officers  contributed  liberally  to  their 
needs.  Trade  had  ceased,  there  was  no  employment  for  laborers,  and 
provisions  and  fuel  were  scarce  and  extravagantly  high.  And  if  such 
was  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  at  large,  what  must  the  prisoners 
of  war  have  suffered  •  They  were  confined  by  thousands.  In  the  Middle 
Dutch  and  other  churches  wounded  men  would  crawl  to  the  windows 
begging  aid,  and  a  sentinel,  pistol  in  hand,  would  turn  back  the  gifts  of 
the  charitable.  In  the  gloomy  old  sugar-houses  hundreds  were  chained, 
and  those  might  almost  as  well  have  been  who  were  allowed  to  walk 
about  within  their  narrow  confines.  The  coarsest  food  was  doled  out  in 
scanty  measure,  and  the  men  devoured  it  like  hungry  wolves,  or  ceased 
to  eat  at  all.  From  ten  to  twenty  died  daily,  and  their  remains  were 
thrown  into  pits  without  a  single  rite  of  burial.  In  the  old  Provost, 
Avhere  officers  chiefly  were  incarcerated,  so  closely  were  they  packed 
that  when  their  bones  ached  at  night  from  lying  on  the  hard  planks,  and 
they  wished  to  turn,  it  was  done  by  the  word  of  command,  and  the  whole 
human  mass  turned  at  once.  In  Wallabout  Bay,  across  the  river,  the 
hulk  of  the  Jersey,  an  old  sixty-four  gun-ship,  unseaworthy,  with  masts 
and  rigging  gone,  was  a  scene  of  human  suffering,  which  even  now  at  the 
end  of  a  century  chills  the  hand  that  would  draw  a  pen  picture  however 
inadequate.  No  warmth  in  winter,  no  screen  from  the  scorching  summer 
sun,  no  physician,  no  clergyman,  soothed  or  consoled  the  dying  in  that 
center  of  contagious  disease,  which  was  never  cleansed,  and  constantly 
replenished  with  new  victims.  It  is  estimated  that  eleven  thousand  of 
its  dead  were  buried  on  the  Brooklyn  shore.  >Iany  a  New  York  citizen 
tried  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  the  prisons  and  prison-ships,  for  there 
were  several  of  the  latter,  but  military  law  prevailed ;  no  communication 
with  prisoners  was  allowed,  and  aid  conveyed  to  them  by  stealth  only 
doomed  the  benefactor  to  a  similar  fate.  Washington  was  constantly 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  exchange  prisoners ;  and  when  he  remonstrated 
with  the  British  officers  as  to  the  emaciated  and  dying  condition  in  which 
his  brave  men  were  returned  to  him,  the  reply  came  that  they  were  lodged 
in  roomy  buildings  and  fed  the  same  as  the  British  soldiers. 

Many  of  the  citizens  who  remained  in  New  York  during  the  war, 
taking  no  active  part  in  the  unhappy  disputes,  had  hoped  to  pursue  their 
avocations  undisturbed,  or  to  protect  their  property  interests  by  their 
presence.    The  Stuyvesants  were  of  the  latter  class.    Gerardus  Stuyvesant 
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resided  iu  the  old  gubernatorial  homestead ;  his  two  sous  occupied  M'ith 
their  families  the  comparatively  new  mansions,  known  respectively  as 
"  Petersfield  "  and  "  The  Bowery  House."  ^  Frederick  Philipse,  third  lord 
of  Philipse  Manor,  was  living  in  the  city.  He  had  intended  in  the 
beginning  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality ;  but  having  no  faith  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  American  arms,  and  in  constant  intercourse  with  the  husbands 
of  his  two  sisters,  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson  and  Colonel  Roger  Morris, 
who  had  joined  the  king's  forces,  he  was  soon  suspected  of  favoring  the 
enemy,  and  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Congress  or  a 
final  farewell  of  his  ancestral  home ;  thus  he  removed  to  New  York.  He 
was  an  ardent  Churchman,  and  a  courtly  gentleman  of  scholarly  tastes. 
He  lived  in  a  style  of  great  magnificence.  His  wife,  an  imperious  woman 
of  fashion,  was  in  the  habit  of  appearing  upon  the  roads  of  Westchester, 
skillfully  reining  four  splendid  jet  black  horses  ;  she  was  killed  by  a  fall 
from  her  carriage  just  before  the  Revolution.  Philipse  mixed  very  little 
in  public  affairs,  disliked  politics,  and  opened  his  purse  generously  for  all 
charitable  purposes. 

Andrew  Hamersley,  for  whom  Hamersley  Street  was  named,  an  alder- 
man of  the  Dock  Ward,  and  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  was  a  rich 
importing  merchant  who  unostentatiously  went  about  doing  good  while 
the  city  was  in  gloom  and  despondency.^     The  Revolution  seriously  im- 

^  See  sketches,  Vol.  I.  217  ;  Map  of  Stuyvesant  Bowery,  Vol.  I.  188. 

2  Andrew  Hamersley  was  born  in  1725.  His  father  was  William  Hamersley,  of  the  same 
baronial  family  as  Sir  Hugh  Hamersley,  born  in  England  in  1687  ;  he  was  an  officer  in  the 
British  Navy,  who  resigned  the  service  in  1716,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  New  York  ;  he 
became  a  shipping  merchant  in  the  Mediterranean  trade,  and  was  a  vestryman  of  Trinity 
Church  from  1731  to  1752.  Of  his  three  sons,  Andrew  was  the  only  one  who  married  ;  his 
wife  inherited  the  interests  of  one  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  which  has  been 
handed  along  in  the  slow  process  of  division  to  the  Hamersley  family  of  the  present  day. 
Andrew  Hamersley  had  three  sons  :  1.  William,  who  was  the  first  professor  of  the  Institute 
of  Medicine  at  Columbia  College,  having  received  his  medical  degree  from  Dr.  Robertson,  the 
historian,  at  Edinburgh,  and  was  thirty  years  connected  with  the  New  York  hospitals  ;  he 
married  Elizabeth  Van  Cortlandt  De  Peyster,  and  of  their  two  sons,  Andrew  was  a  distin- 
guished author,  and  William  was  mayor  of  Hartford.  2.  Thomas,  a  gentleman  of  great  learn- 
ing, who  was  pronounced  by  Lorenzo  du  Ponte  the  best  Italian  scholar  in  America ;  he  married 
Susan  Watkins,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  W.  Watkins  and  Judith,  fifth  daughter  of  Governor 
William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey.  3.  Louis  Carre  Hamersley,  who  married  in  Virginia  ; 
his  sons  are  A.  Gordon  Hamersley,  who  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Mason,  and 
John  William  Hamersley,  who  married  Catharine  Livingston,  daughter  of  Judge  James  and 
Sarah  Helen  Hooker  of  Dutchess  County.  Mrs.  Hooker  was  the  daughter  of  John  Reade,  for 
whom  Reade  Hoeck  (Red  Hook)  was  named,  who  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Reade,  one  of  the 
governor's  council  (see  Vol.  I.  756),  for  whom  Reade  Street  in  New  York  City  was  named  ; 
Lawrence  Reade,  the  father  of  Joseph  Reade,  was  born  and  married  in  England,  removing  to 
New  York  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  ;  he  was  descended  from  a  line  of 
wealthy  British  noblemen  of  the  name,  who  for  centuries  were  a  power  in  themselves,  Sir 
VOL.    II.  14 


210  HISTORY   OF  THE   CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 

paired  his  fortune,  but  an  inherited  estate  in  the  West  Indies,  from  a 
maternal  uncle,  Louis  Carre,  a  Huguenot,  subsequently  retrieved  the  dis- 
aster as  far  as  his  children  were  concerned.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
made  exceptional  exertions  to  alleviate  the  anguish  of  the  sick  and  dying 
prisoners ;  and  he  inspired  universal  confidence  through  the  strength, 
beauty,  and  symmetry  of  his  Christian  character.  His  wife  was  the 
grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Gordon,  son  of  Sir  George  Gordon.  Thomas 
Gordon  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven  original  Lords  Proprietors  of  East 
New  Jersey ;  lie  came  to  live  in  this  country  in  1684,  and  was  made  one 
of  the  governor's  council,  and  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Jersey.  Lord  Drummond  while  in  New  York  was  a  guest  of  Andrew 
Hamersley,  and  pronounced  his  household  one  of  the  loveliest  within  the 
circle  of  his  knowledge. 

Military  rule  in  New  York  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  her  citizens. 
They  felt  aggrieved  because  the  courts  of  justice  were  closed,  and  be- 
lieved that  the  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  prevail.  It  was  to  secure  the 
re-establishment  of  constitutional  civil  authority  that  the  petition  to  the 
Howes,  in  the  autumn  of  1776,  was  projected  by  Chief  Justice  Horse- 
manden,  Judge  Ludlow,  and  others,  and  signed  by  nearly  one  thousand 
men  of  all  degrees  and  conditions  in  life,  and  of  all  denominations  of 
Christians.  Lord  Howe  received  the  delegation  who  presented  it  with 
courtesy,  read  the  petition,  and  promised  to  consult  his  brother.  Sir 
William,  who  was  then  in  New  Jersey  with  the  army,  But  no 
answer  was  ever  vouchsafed  to  the  petitioners.^     It  was  perceived  that 

AVilliain  Reade  and  Sir  Richard  Reade  being  his  more  immediate  ancestors.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Hooker  was  Catharine  Livingston,  great-granddaughter  of  the  first  Lord  of  Livingston 
Manor,  and  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Henry  Beekman,  "the  great  patentee"  of  Dutchess 
County.  The  only  sister  of  Mrs.  Hooker's  mother  married  Commissary-General  Hake,  and 
their  only  daughter  was  the  mother  of  Frederick  De  Peyster,  president  of  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society.  One  of  the  sisters  of  Mrs.  Hooker  married  Nicholas  William  Stuyvesant  ; 
another  sister  married  Philip  Kearney.  The  children  of  John  William  Hamersley  and  Cath- 
arine Livingston  Hooker  are:  1.  Mary,  died  in  infancy;  2.  James  Hooker;  3.  Virginia, 
married  Cortlandt  De  Peyster  Field  ;  4.  Helen  ;  5.  Catharine  L.,  married  John  Henry  Liv- 
ingston, great-grandson  of  Chancellor  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

1  Joncss  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  IL  116,  117,  118,  433-453.  "No  single  incident  in  the 
Revolution,"  writes  De  Lancey,  "has  been  more  misunderstood,  and  none  more  misrepresented, 
than  this  attempt  of  the  people  of  New  York  to  obtain  the  re-establishment  of  constitutional 
civil  power  in  place  of  military  rule."  The  petition  was  the  first  step  that  could  be  taken  in 
that  direction.  The  style  and  language  was  only  that  in  common  use  at  the  time  in  public 
documents,  and  no  evidence  in  itself  of  "Slavish  Submission."  Historical  writers  have 
through  the  entire  century  past  spoken  of  the  petition  as  a  "  complimentary  address,"  etc., 
and  called  the  names  of  the  .signers  the  "Black  List."  "These  misrepresentation.s,"  con- 
tinues De  Lancey,  "it  is  believed,  in  case  of  later  writers  especially,  have  been  simply  the 
result  of  mistake  and  misapprehension  of  the  object  and  purport  of  the  petition."  To  the 
document  is  attached  a  certificate  from  William  Waddell  and  James  Downes,  who  superin- 
tended the  signing,  that  the  signatures  were  all  affixed  voluntarily. 
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tlie  Howes  designed  to  govern  by  the  law  military  wherever  the  conquests 
of  the  royal  army  extended,  which  many  of  the  most  intelligent  loyalists 
esteemed  a  violation  of  right  and  inconsistent  with  the  manifest  design 
of  the  Ministry.  Thus  the  whole  city,  incorporated  by  a  royal  charter, 
became  virtually  a  garrison  town ;  and  the  inhabitants  writhed  under  the 
arbitrary  courts  erected  by  the  proclamation  of  a  military  commander. 

During  the  latter  part  of  September  Chief  Justice  Horsemanden  died 
at  his  residence  in  Flatbush,  m  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  interred  in  Trinity  Churchyard.  At  this  time  numerous  New  York 
families  whose  names  have  become  familiar  to  the  reader  occupied 
country-seats  in  the  fair,  rich  town  of  Flatbush,  long  noted  for  its 
pleasant  homes ;  Mayor  David  Matthews,  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  Miles 
Sherbrooke,  David  Clarkson,  Mrs.  Van  Home,  Jacob  Suydam,  Major 
Moncreiff,  and  Theophylact  Bache  were  among  the  householders.  Captain 
Alexander  Graydon,  taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Washington, 
was  billeted  upon  the  Suydams  ;  and  up  to  the  15th  of  June,  1778,  saw 
little  prospect  of  an  exchange.  That  night  William  Mariner,  one  of  the 
daring  spirits  of  the  day,  crossed  from  New  Jersey  with  eleven  men, 
landed  at  New  Utrecht,  made  a  dash  upon  Flatbush,  liberated  Graydon, 
and  carried  off  Major  Moncreiff  and  Mr.  Bache,  reaching  Middletown  at 
six  o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  prisoners  were  taken  to  Morristown, 
and  soon  after  exchanged  ;  the  object  of  their  capture  having  been  to 
obtain  the  means  through  which  to  procure  the  release  of  some  American 
officers  in  the  New  York  prisons. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  sent  out  several  exasperating  expeditions  from  New 
York  in  the  early  autumn,  which  served  to  widen  the  chasm  between 
England  and  America,  and  render  the  present  conciliatory  system  hope- 
less, whatever  might  have  been  its  chances  under  other  circumstances. 
One  party  crossed  into  New  Jersey  and  ravaged  the  country  ;  discovering 
that  a  body  of  Virginia  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baylor,  styled 
"  Mrs.  Washington's  Guards,"  were  sleeping  in  barns  at  Old  Tappan,  near 
Hackensack,  General  Gray,  of  marauding  renown  —  afterwards  Earl  Gray 
—  stealthily  surrounded  them  in  the  night,  and  with  the  bayonet  slaugh- 
tered them  indiscriminately,  without  regard  to  their  naked  and  defense- 
less condition  or  cries  for  mercy.  Three  days  afterward  Tariytown  and 
the  country  as  far  as  Dobb's  Ferry  was  overrun  by  one  or  two  hundred 
Hessians,  who  plundered  and  destroyed  everything  within  their  reach, 
until  checked  by  detachments  of  Americans  under  Major  Henry  Lee  and 
Colonel  Richard  Butler.  Little  Egg  Harbor,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  New 
Jersey,  was  visited  about  the  same  time  by  three  hundred  British  troo])S 
and  a  band  of  Tory  volunteers,  under  Captain  Furguson,  and  became  tlie 
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scene  of  a  massacre  similar  to  that  of  the  Virginia  cavalry.  It  was  a 
night  attack,  and  fifty  of  the  American  infantry  were  butchered  on  the 
spot.  On  the  Long  Island  shore,  about  Buzzard  Bay,  at  Fairhav&n,  and 
at  Martha's  Vineyard  American  vessels  were  taken  or  destroyed,  store- 
houses, dwellings,  and  churches  burned,  and  sheep,  oxen,  hogs,  and  horses 
carried  to  New  York. 

Washington's  headquarters  after  leaving  White  Plains  was  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, now  Kent,  New  York,  where  he  gave  special  attention  to  re- 
pairing the  roads  and  bridges  through  Connecticut  to  Boston,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  marching  of  troops.  He  was  frequently  at  the  house  of 
Colonel  Henry  Luddington,  a  large  commodious  mansion  a  few  miles 
north  of  Lake  Mahopac,  in  what  is  now  Carmel,  Putnam  County,  then  the 
northern  border  of  the  "  neutral  ground."  Colonel  Luddington  was  in 
command  of  the  militia  of  the  region,  and,  through  his  resolute  vigilance, 
performed  services  of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  country.  His  troops 
were  in  constant  requisition  to  quell  the  turbulent  Tory  spirit,  repress  the 
vicious  lawlessness  of  the  "  Cowboys "  and  "  Skinners,"  intimidate  the 
foraging  gangs  from  New  York  City,  and  assist  in  active  operation  with 
the  Continental  army.  His  independence  of  character,  sterling  integrity, 
and  military  skill  inspired  confidence  upon  every  hand.  He  had  in  nu- 
merous instances  completely  thwarted  Howe's  designs,  and  a  large  reward 
was  offered  for  his  capture,  dead  or  alive.  His  house  was  surrounded  one 
night  by  a  band  of  Tories  from  Quaker  Hill,  while  on  their  route  to  join 
the  British  in  New  York,  and  but  for  the  presence  of  mind  and  spirit 
of  his  two  young  daughters,  Sibyl  and  Eebecca,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  taken.  These  fair  maidens  were  keeping  watch  as  sentinels, 
with  guns  in  their  hands  on  the  piazza.  They  discovered  the  approach  of 
the  foe  in  time  to  cause  candles  lighted  in  every  room,  and  the  few 
occupants  of  the  house  passed  and  repassed  the  windows  continually. 
The  ruse  led  the  assaulting  party  to  believe  the  house  was  strongly 
guarded,  and,  hiding  behind  the  trees  and  fences,  they  watched  until  day- 
break for  signs  of  repose.  Ere  it  was  light  enough  to  discover  by  whom 
they  had  been  held  in  check,  they  vented  their  disappointment  in  un- 
earthly yells  and  rapidly  fled. 

Washington  found  Colonel  Luddington  a  ready  and  efficient  counselor, 
and  together  they  planned  various  methods  for  learning  the  intentions  of 
the  British  in  New  York.^   Enoch  Crosby,  the  original  of  Cooper's  "  Harvey 

1  Colonel  Henry  Luddington  was  born  in  1739,  at  Branford,  Connecticut.  He  was  the 
third  son  of  William  Luddington,  who  was  descended  from  the  William  Luddington  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  He  married  his  cousin,  Abigail  Lud- 
dington, and  with  other  members  of  his  family  removed  to  what  is  now  Putnam  County, 
New  York.     He   served  in  the  French  war  with  much  credit  — was  at  the  battle  of  Lake 
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Birch,"  was  often  admitted  to  the  house  for  rest  and  concealment  on  his 
adventurous  travels  ;  and  the  regiments  and  tenantry  of  Colonel  Ludding- 
ton  furnished  other  successful  spies  who  procured  intelligence  of  great 
consequence  to  Washington.  The  British  army  was  found  to  be  gradu- 
ally dispersing  in  different  directions.  Admiral  Byron,  the  successor  of 
Lord  Howe,  came  and  refitted  the  fleet,  and  sailed  for  Boston  to  entrap, 
if  possible,  Count  D'Estaing.  An  expedition  was  sent  to  Georgia,  and 
another  to  the  West  Indies.  Therefore  nothing  important  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  York  would  probably  be  attempted. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  been  orclered  to  carry  the  war  into  the  Southern 
States.  The  Continental  troops  of  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  were  chiefly 
with  the  main  army  at  the  North,  and  it  was  deemed  a  propitious 
moment  for  obtaining  possession  of  their  strongholds.  The  Ministry 
were  in  no  mood  to  discontinue  hostilities.  It  was  told  in  Parliament 
that  the  Conciliatory  Bills  had  been  treated  with  contempt  in  America, 
that  the  British  army  had  received  them  with  inexpressible  indignation, 
and  that  the  rebel  army  trod  them  under  their  feet,  or  caused  them  to  be 
burned  by  the  common  hangman.  Fox  declared  it  his  deliberate  opinion 
that  "the  dependency  of  America  was  no  longer  a  thing* to  be  dreamed 
of."  Burke  inveighed  bitterly  against  those  who  had  reduced  the  nation 
to  such  an  acme  of  humiliation.  David  Hartley  moved  an  address  to  the 
king  to  represent  that  recent  events  were  such  as  to  call  for  speedy  meas- 
ures to  put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  the  war;  but  it  was  negatived. 
The  next  day  he  moved  another  address,  praying  the  king  not  to  prorogue 
Parliament  for  the  present.  He  said  :  "  I  am  very  confident  that  the  day 
will  soon  come  when  the  house  will  regret  having  been  so  touchy  upon 
every  proposition  that  lias  but  the  shadow  of  American  independence. 
It  is  want  of  prudence  in  the  extreme  to  become  more  and  more  attached 

George,  where  his  uncle  and  cousin  were  killed  by  his  side.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
espousing  the  cause  of  America  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  received  his  first  commission 
as  colonel  from  the  Provincial  Congress,  which  commission  was  superseded  in  May,  1778,  by 
one  from  Governor  George  Clinton.  His  duties  were  multifarious,  never-ceasing,  and  attended 
with  great  danger.  His  own  house  was  his  headquarters  throughout  the  war.  He  filled 
many  positions  of  trust,  public  and  private,  before  and  after  the  war.  He  served  in  the 
legislature  of  the  State,  was  deinity  sheriff"  of  the  county,  for  a  long  time  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  through  the  whole  of  an  honored  life  was  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  men  in  that  part 
of  the  State.  He  died  in  1817.  He  left  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  His  youngest  son,  Lewis, 
removed  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  1840,  and  afterwards  founded  the  city  of  Columbus,  in 
Columbia  County,  Wisconsin  ;  he  died  at  Kenosha  in  1857,  aged  seventy -two.  Among  the 
well-known  grandchildren  of  Colonel  Henry  Luddington  are  Ex-Governor  Harrison  Ludding- 
ton  of  Wiscon.sin,  Nelson  Luddington  of  Chicago,  James  Luddington,  founder  of  the  city 
of  Luddington  in  Michigan,  and  Charles  H.  Luddington,  of  New  York  City  ;  also  Major 
Edward  E.  A.  Ogden  of  the  United  States  army  (who  died  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  in  1855), 
son  of  Sibyl  Luddington,  who  married  the  Hon.  Edward  Ogden. 
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to  impossibilities  in  proportion  as  they  became  more  evidently  such. 
The  Americans,  you  all  know,  are,  in  fact,  at  this  moment  independent. 
If  you  regret  that  independence,  you  have  your  ministers  alone  to  thank 
for  the  event.  Your  force  is  now,  in  all  effect,  defeated  in  America.  One 
army  entire  is  taken  prisoners ;  what  remains  is  so  far  from  being  ade- 
quate for  conquest,  that  I  fear  it  will  find  great  difficulty  even  to  defend 
itself.  The  Ministry  of  this  country  first  introduced  foreign  forces  into 
the  contest.  The  Americans  have  now,  in  their  turn,  called  in  a  foreign 
power."  After  combating  for  some  time  with  the  arguments  of  those  who 
still  insisted  upon  the  possibility  of  bringing  the  Americans  into  their 
former  relations,  Hartley  submitted  certain  points  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Ministry  as  the  only  grounds  upon  which  a  negotiation  could  at  pres- 
ent be  based :  "  That  the  United  States  be  declared  independent  of  Great 
Britain  ;  that  the  two  countries  agree  mutually  not  to  enter  into  any 
treaty  offensive  to  each  other ;  that  an  open  and  free  trade  and  a  mutual 
naturalization  be  established ;  and  that  commissioners  be  appointed  on 
each  part  to  negotiate  a  federal  alliance  between  Great  Britain  and  North 
America."  His  motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  George  Saville,  and  warmly 
supported  by  Burgoyne,  now  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  who  in  a  power- 
ful speech  denounced  the  false  policy  and  incapacity  of  Lord  Germain. 
One  of  the  stanch  adherents  of  government  sprang  to  his  feet  and  denied 
all  the  premises  upon  which  Burgoyne  had  based  his  remarks ;  and  con- 
tended that,  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  Burgoyne  had  no  right  to  speak,  much 
less  to  vote  in  that  house,  continuing  in  a  strain  of  offensive  personaHty 
until  called  to  order.  Fo.x  made  an  eloquent  address  in  support  of  the 
motion,  declaring  that  "  the  Ministry  were  as  incapable  of  making  peace 
as  of  carrying  on  the  war " :  the  motion  was,  however,  ultimately  lost 
upon  a  division  of  one  hundred  and  five  against  fifty-three.  The  refugees 
from  America,  embittered  by  the  advice  of  Congress  to  the  several  states 
to  confiscate  their  property,  thronged  the  antechamber  of  the  Minister 
and  counseled  sanguinary  measures  to  punish  and  subdue.  The  king  be- 
lieved the  colonies  would  soon  beg  for  pardon.  Clinton  was  not  thus 
deluded,  and  although  he  reluctantly  obeyed  the  peremptory  instructions 
received  for  the  conquest  of  Georgia,  and  the  service  of  the  West  Indies, 
he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  December,  "Do  not,  my  Lord,  let 
anything  be  expected  of  one  circumstanced  as  I  am." 

Washington  established  for  the  winter  a  line  of  cantonments  around 
New  York  from  Long  Island  Sound  in  the  vicinity  of  Danbury,  Connecti- 
cut, where  Putnam  was  in  command,  to  the  Delaware,  choosing  Middle- 
brook,  New  Jersey,  for  his  own  headquarters.  By  a  plan  of  alarm-signals 
one  post  would  reinforce  another  in  case  of  an  incursion  of  the  enemy 
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to  any  particular  point ;  thus  comparative  security  was  afforded  to  the 
country.  General  Lincoln  was  sent  by  order  of  Congress  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Southern  department. 

Lafayette  had  been  ly- 
ing dangerously  ill  with 
a  fever  for  many  weeks 
at  the  Verplanck  Man 
sion  inFishkill,  and  dur- 
ing his  convalescence 
in  November  was  pre- 
paring to  visit  France 
on  leave  of  absence,  full 
of  a  grand  project  for 
the  next  summer's  cam- 
paign, which  he  de- 
signed to  lay  before  the 
cabinet  at  Versailles. 
He  was  closely  attended 
by  Dr.  John  Cochrane,^ 
of  Washington's  staff, 
the  surgeon-general  of 
the  hospital  of  the  army, 
whose  wife,  was  Ger- 
trude, the  only  sister  of 
General  Philip  Schuy- 
ler. Lafayette  was  fond 
of  him,  appreciated  his  intelligence  and  force  of  character,  and  often 
called  him  "The  good  Doctor  Bones,"  from  a  song  with  the  somewhat 


Dr.  John  Cochrane. 

[From  a  miniature  in  possession  of  his  grandson,  General  John  Cochrane.^ 


1  Dr.  .John  Cochrane  was  born  in  1730,  received  a  careful  education,  and  finished  his  medical 
studies  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  war  in  1755.  Entering  the  army  as  surgeon's 
mate,  he  left  the  service  at  the  close  of  that  war  with  the  character  of  a  skillful  and  experi- 
enced practitioner.  In  1776  he  offered  his  services  as  a  volunteer  in  the  hospital  department 
of  the  American  army,  and  being  personally  known  and  admired  by  Washington,  was  shortly 
appointed  physician  and  surgeon-general  in  the  middle  department  ;  in  October,  1781,  Con- 
gress appointed  him  director-general  of  the  hospitals  of  the  United  States.  When  peace  was 
restored  he  removed  his  family  to  New  York  City,  residing  at  96  Broadway  ;  he  continued  on 
terms  of  cordial  intimacy  with  Washington  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  with  the  geneial  officers 
of  the  army.  He  had  two  .sons,  James  Cochrane  and  Walter  L.  Cochrane  ;  and  a  step-daugh- 
ter, Cornelia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Walter  Livingston,  the  eldest  son  of  Eobert,  third  Lord 
of  Livingston  Manor.  Walter  L.  Cochrane  was  the  father  of  General  John  Cochrane  of  New 
York  City,  who  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  in  1831,  was  surveyor  of  the  port  of 
New  York  from  1853  to  1857,  member  of  Congress  from  1856  to  1862,  attorney-general  of  the 
State,  and  brigadier-general  of  volunteers  in  the  late  war. 
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singular  refrain  of  "  Bones,"  which  he  would  sometimes  sing  to  enliven 
the  tedium  of  camp  life,  and  which  was  a  never-failing  source  of  amuse- 
ment to  both  Washington  and  Lafayette.  A  familiar  letter  from  Lafay- 
ette to  Dr.  Cochrane,  bearing  this  endearing  sobriquet,  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  The  respite  from  actual 
fighting  gave  the  officers  stationed  at  West  Point  and  vicinity  many  idle 
hours,  which  they  improved  in  social  entertainments.  Suppers,  followed 
by  music  and  dancing,  were  frequent.  General  Muhlenburg,  the  clerical 
Virginia  soldier,  on  one  occasion  entertained  forty  guests  at  a  banquet 
served  in  the  historicar  dining-room  of  the  Beverley  Mansion,  opposite 
West  Point.  This  house  had  been  turned  into  a  military  hospital,  and 
Dr.  James  Thatcher,  the  author,  was  quartered  there,  having  been  ap- 
pointed surgeon  to  the  first  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
George  Gibson.  He  often  rode  to  Fishkill,  visiting  Dr.  Cochrane  and 
others.  On  one  occasion  he  paid  his  respects  to  Lafayette,  and  describes 
in  his  journal  the  politeness  and  affability  with  which  he  was  received, 
remarking  also  upon  the  elegant  figure  of  the  young  nobleman,  the  "  in- 
teresting face  of  perfect  symmetry,  and  fine,  animated,  hazel  eye."  Wash- 
ington was  with  Lafayette  frequently  prior  to  his  departure  for  Boston, 
where  he  embarked  in  December  for  France. 

The  dissensions  and  party  feuds  in  Congress,  together  with  the  startling 
financial  outlook,  distressed  Washington.  He  repaired  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  spent  much  of  the  winter  in  discussing  plans  for  1779.  The 
army  were  hutted  as  at  Valley  Forge,  suffering  for  food,  although  better 
clad  than  ever  before  through  importations  from  France.  But  officers 
and  men  were  growing  impatient  with  their  privations  and  their  pay; 
while  it  took  one  hundred  dollars  in  paper  to  secure  three  dollars  in 
specie,  they  necessarily  were  laden  with  debts  and  their  families  were 
starving  at  home.  And  to  add  to  the  general  embarrassments  of  the  situa- 
tion, skillful  artificers  were  counterfeiting  the  American  bills  in  London  by 
millions  and  circulating  them  in  this  country.  The  exchange  of  prisoners 
was  attended  with  an  endless  amount  of  negotiation  and  perplexity. 
Spain  just  now  was  apparently,  using  Great  Britain  as  her  instrument  for 
bridling  the  ambition  and  repressing  the  growth  of  the  United  States ; 
with  a  true  instinct  she  saw  in  their  coming  influence  the  quickening  ex- 
ample which  was  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  her  own  colonial  system. 
And  clear-sighted  Americans  perceived  with  alarm  that  Congress  had 
lost  too  many  of  its  strong  men,  that  the  body  was  becoming  enfeebled, 
and  that  its  chief  acts  were  only  recommendations  and  promises ;  that 
through  the  natural  course  of  political  development  state  governments 
were  dearer  to  the  inhabitants  tlian  the  general  sjovernment ;    that  the 
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present  Congress  actually  renounced  powers  of  compulsion,  and  by  choice 
devolved  tlie  chief  executive  acts  upon  the  separate  States ;  and  that  in 
point  of  fact  there  was  scarcely  a  symbol  of  national  unity  except  in 
the  highest  offices,  while  there  were  thirteen  distinct  sovereignties  and 
thirteen  armies.  "  If  the  great  whole  is  mismanaged,"  said  Washington, 
in  trying  to  rouse  the  country  to  a  sense  of  the  public  danger,  "  it  will  an- 
swer no  good  purpose  to  keep  the  smaller  wheels  in  order."  New  York 
was  the  first  State  to  act  in  the  emergency,  and,  much  as  she  needed  her 
best  men  at  home,  increased  her  delegation  by  sending  John  Jay  into  the 
national  counsels,  who  was  made  president  of  Congress,  Laurens  having 
retired  from  that  office  in  December. 

Upon  one  great  military  necessity  all  were  agreed.  The  Indians  of 
Western  New  York  must  be  severely  chastised ;  otherwise  it  was  re- 
solved to  adhere  to  a  strictly  defensive  campaign  during  the  coming 
season.  The  movement  against  the  powerful  savage  confederacy  was  to 
be  something  more  than  a  raid  for  purposes  of  retaliation.  Nothing  less 
than  the  harshest  of  treatment  and  a  decided  victory,  would  prevent  the 
tomahawk  and  its  attending  horrors  from  traveling  eastward  with  the 
spring  sunshine.  The  Six  Nations  had  exerted  great  influence  through 
more  than  two  centuries  of  warfare,  and  had  been  courted  by  both  Eng- 
land and  France,  as  the  reader  has  learned  in  former  pages  of  this  work. 
They  had  been  treated  with  all  the  consideration  ever  accorded  to  power- 
ful governments.  They  had  acquired  through  intercourse  with  the  whites 
many  of  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  with  enlarged  ideas  of  the  advan- 
tages of  private  property.  Their  populous  villages  contained  castles  as 
well  as  cabins ;  the  grand  council-house  at  their  capital  was  built  of 
peeled  logs  two  stories  high,  with  gable  ends  painted  red.  Their  fertile 
fields  and  thrifty  orchards  teemed  with  corn  and  fruit.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  strife  they  had  engaged  to  be  neutral.  But  they  could  not  resist  the 
seduction  of  British  presents ;  and -the  influence  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  of 
the  great  chieftain  Brandt,  and  of  the  Tories  and  desperadoes  who  in  the 
disguise  of  Indians  besought  them  to  act  as  guides,  with  their  natural 
thirst  for  blood  and  plunder,  had  rendered  them  more  ferocious  than  the 
wild  beasts  of  the  forest.  Their  shocking  cruelties  in  the  rich  Wyoming, 
Mohawk,  Schoharie,  and  Cherry  valleys  could  not  be  overlooked.  An 
extensive  plan  of  operations  was  devised.  Into  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
country  Sullivan  was  to  lead  an  expedition,  marching  by  the  Susque- 
hanna ;  General  James  Clinton,  his  second  in  command,  was  to  join  him 
after  penetrating  the  Indian  country  by  the  Mohawk  Eiver ;  and  a  third 
division  was  to  proceed  by  the  Alleghany  River.  So  important  was  the 
success   of  these   movements  esteemed,  that  Governor  Georoe   Clinton 
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intended  to  accomijany  the  troops  until  the  last  moment,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  State  affairs.  The  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts 
regiments  were  commanded  by  General  Enoch  Poor,  and  the  Pennsylva- 
nia brigades  by  General  Hand.  This  army  altogether  amounted  to  about 
five  thousand  men. 

The  anniversary  of  the  alliance  with  France  was  celebrated  in  camp 
shortly  after  Washington  returned  to  headquarters.  An  elegant  dinner 
was  given  by  General  Knox  and  the  officers  of  artillery  to  the  comman- 
der-in-chief, who  with  Mrs.  "Washington,  the  princiijal  officers  of  the 
army  and  their  ladies,  and  a  number  of  the  prominent  personages  of 
New  Jersey,  formed  a  brilliant  assemblage.  In  the  evening  there  was  a 
curious  display  of  fire-works  and  a  ball  opened  by  Washington  with  Mrs. 
Knox  for  his  partner.  Not  long  afterward  a  party  of  British  troops 
crossed  into  New  Jersey  at  midnight,  under  orders  to  capture  Governor 
Livingston.  His  wife  and  daughters  had  returned  to  "  Liberty  Hall "  in 
the  autumn,  and  the  governor  was  now  at  home ;  a  farmer's  son,  on  a  fleet 
horse  without  saddle  or  bridle,  brought  tidings  of  the  enemy's  approach, 
and  he  had  barely  time  to  make  his  escape.  His  valuable  correspondence 
with  Washington  and  other  documents  were  crowded  by  his  daughter 
Susan  into  the  box  of  a  sulky  and  taken  to  an  upper  room.^  Then  she 
stepped  out  upon  the  roof  of  a  little  porch  over  the  door  to  watch  for  the 
coming  of  the  redcoats.  The  day  was  just  dawning  when  they  suddenly 
appeared  in  full  view,  and  a  horseman  dashed  forward  and  begged  her  to 
retire  lest  some  of  the  soldiers  from  a  distance  mistake  her  for  a  man  and 
fire  at  her.  She  attempted  in  vain  to  climb  in  at  the  window,  although 
it  had  been  easy  enough  to  step  out;  and  an  officer,  seeing  her  dilemma, 
sprang  from  his  horse,  ran  into  the  house,  and  gallantly  lifted  her 
through  the  casement.  She  was  a  handsome  young  woman  of  magnetic 
presence,  and  turning  to  thank  her  preserver,  inquired  to  whom  she  was 
indebted  for  the  courtesy.  "  Lord  Cathcart,"  was  the  reply.  "  And  will 
you  protect  a  little  box  which  contains  my  own  personal  property  ?  "  she 
asked  with  quick  earnestness ;  then  added  more  quietly,  "  if  you  wish 
I   will  unlock  the  library,  and  you  may  have  all  my  father's  papers." 

A  guard  was  instantly  placed  over  the  box,  while  the  house  was  ran- 
sacked. A  large  quantity  of  old  law  papers  were  stuffed  into  the  sacks  of 
the  Hessians,  who  cut  the  balusters  of  the  stairs  in  anger  when  they  found 
themselves  checked  in  the  work  they. had  come  so  far  to  perform.     They 

1  Miss  Susan  Livingston  subsequently  married  John  Clave  Symmes,  the  eminent  jurist, 
who  was  member  of  Congress,  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  chief  justice  in 
1788,  appointed  judge  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  settlements  in 
the  Miami  country.     Their  daughter  became  the  wife  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison. 
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were  gratified,  however,  in  the  matter  of  burning  and  plundering  several 
other  houses,  and  retreated  with  speed  to  Staten  Island  closely  pursued 
by  Maxwell's  brigade,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men  on  both  sides. 

The  British  aim  through  1779  was  to  inflict  as  much  misery  as  possi- 
ble upon  the  inhabitants  of  America.  The  war  was  prosecuted  in  Florida, 
Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas,  without  any  distinct  or  decisive  object,  in 
numerous  small  encounters,  and  with  varying  success.  Virginia  was 
ravaged  by  a  force  under  General  Matthews,  her  two  chief  commercial 
cities,  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk,  sacked,  the  town  of  Suffolk  wantonly 
plundered  and  burned,  public  and  private  property  indiscriminately  de- 
stroyed all  along  the  track  of  the  invaders,  who  spent  twenty-one  days 
in  the  employment,  and  then  returned  to  New  York  laden  with  the 
spoils.  On  the  30th  of  May,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  commanded  an  expedi- 
tion which  sailed  up  the  Hudson  Eiver  and  captured  the  two  opposite  posts, 
Verplanck's  Point  and  Stony  Point,  which  were  in  no  condition  to  resist 
the  army  of  more  than  six  thousand  men.  Washington  drew  his  troops 
suddenly  from  their  cantonments  and  placed  them  in  such  positions 
above  Stony  Point  that  the  British  general  was  discouraged  from  attempt- 
ing anything  further,  and  leaving  strong  garrisons  in  his  newly  acquired 
fortresses,  he  returned  to  New  York. 

Baron  Steuben  established  his  headquarters  in  June  at  the  Verplanck 
Mansion,  which,  standing  amid  fine  lawns  and  gardens,  a  short  distance 
from  the  village  of  Fishkill,  with  patches  of  primeval  forest  on  either 
hand,  overlooked  the  Hudson  some  half  a  mile  from  the  water's  edge. 
By  rapid  marches  through  Pompton  and  the  Eamapo  valley  the  troops 
under  St.  Clair,  Lord  Stirling,  and  Baron  De  Kalb,  were  drawn  from 
Middlebrook  and  well  posted  near  West  Point.  Putnam  was 
placed  in  command  at  Smith's  Clove,  while  Washington's  head-  '^^' 
quarters  were  at  Newburgh.  Numerous  regiments  were  scattered  along 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Hudson  to  guard  the  passes,  it  being  supposed 
that  the  British  would  soon  attempt  to  carry  West  Point.  Washington 
was  frequently  at  Fishkill,  and  with  the  baron  reviewed  the  various 
sections  of  the  army ;  the  remarkable  degree  of  adroitness  to  which 
both  officers  and  soldiers  had  attained  in  their  evolutions  was  gratifying. 
The  silence  maintained  during  the  performance  of  their  manoeuvres  as- 
tonished experienced  French  generals.  "I  don't  know  whence  noise 
should  proceed,  when  even  my  brigadiers  dare  not  open  their  mouths  but 
to  repeat  the  orders,"  exclaimed  Steuben  in  reply  to  certain  admiring- 
comments. 

The  Verplanck  Mansion  was  built  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  upon  property  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Ver- 
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plancks  since  1682,  when  Gulian  Verplanck  and  Francis  Eombouts  bought 
seventy-six  thousand  acres  of  land  of  the  Indians.  Long  prior  to  the 
Eevokition  wheat  had  been  shipped  from  this  place  to  France  and  ex- 
changed for  pure  wine,  with  which  the  vaults  of  the  dwelling  were  well 
stocked.  It  was  a  roomy,  comfortable  home,  and  the  foreign  noblemen  who 
enjoyed  its  shelter  were  charmed  with  its  abundant  resources  for  substan- 
tial comfort.  The  house  is  still  preserved,  with  all  its  antique  peculiarities ; 
the  very  chairs  used  during  the  war  are  cherished  with  tender  reverence. 
The  new  and  larger  part,  revealed  in  the  sketch,  is  at  least  seventy- 
five  years  old.  The  Verplancks  are  one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  honorable  of  the  New  York  families  of  Holland  origin  ;   the 
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first  of  the  name  settled  on  the  lower  point  of  Manhattan  Island  when  it 
was  only  a  little  fur-station  ;  and  in  every  generation  since  that  primitive 
period  they  have  had  their  good  and  gifted  men.  Samuel  Verplanck 
married  Judith  Crommelin,  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  Huguenot  in 
Amsterdam,  and  resided  in  a  large  yellow  house  in  Wall  Street,  corner 
of  Broad,  which  was  the  home,  after  the  Eevolution,  of  his  distinguished 
son.  Judge  Daniel  Crommelin  Verplanck,  who  married  Ann  Walton. 
These  latter  were  the  parents  of  Gulian  Verplanck,  so  well-known  in  the 
political,  social,  and  literary  life  of  modern  New  York,  and  to  all  lovers 
of  Shakespeare. 

While  the  flowers  were  nodding  in  the  June  breezes,  Sir  Henry  CUnton 
and  his  suite  were  journeying  over  the  roads  of  Long  Island  to  review  the 
troops  stationed  at  Southampton.  An  escorting  party  rode  in  advance, 
helping  themselves  to  everything  which  could  be  conveniently  turned  to 
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account  on  the  route,  and  when  the  exasperated  inhabitants  remonstrated 
they  were  cursed  for  rebels.  July  opened  with  an  expedition  into  Con- 
necticut, the  object  of  which  was  in  part  to  draw  Washington's  attention 
from  West  Point.  A  fleet  of  forty-six  sail,  manned  by  two  thousand 
sailors,  bore  Tryon  with  three  thousand  troops  into  Long  Island  Sound. 
It  was  not  moving  against  any  fortified  post,  but  as  General  Parsons 
aptly  wrote,  "  to  execute  vengeance  upon  rebellious  women  and  formidable 
hosts  of  boys  and  girls." 

On  the  morning  of  July  5  it  anchored  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor 
of  New  Haven,  and  its  military  passengers  landed  at  both  East 
and  West  Haven.  It  was  not  yet  daylight  when  the  city  was 
roused  with  alarm-guns  and  the  ringing  of  church-beUs.  President  Stiles 
says  in  his  diary,  that  he  sent  off  his  daughters  on  foot  to  Mount  Carmel, 
placed  the  college  records  and  a  quantity  of  colonial  papers  in  charge  of 
his  youngest  son  to  carry  three  miles,  dispatched  a  one-horse  load  of  bags 
of  clothing  in  one  direction,  a  second  load  of  four  mattresses  and  a  trunk, 
immediately  following,  sent  his  son  Isaac  to  overtake  his  sisters  with  a 
carriage,  and  rode  himself  on  horseback  to  various  points,  stirring  up  the 
militia ;  his  eldest  son,  Ezra,  was  with  a  band  of  college  students,  who 
formed  on  the  green  under  Captain  James  Hillhouse,  when  suddenly 
Colonel  Aaron  Burr  dashed  in  among  them  and  offered  himself  as  tlieir 
leader.  He  had  risen  from  a  sick-bed  to  which  lie  had  been  confined 
some  days,  and  after  conducting  his  aunt,  a  daughter  of  President  Ed- 
wards, to  a  place  of  safety,  spurred  to  the  aid  of  whoever  would  contest 
the  progress  of  the  enemy.  Joined  by  such  of  the  militia  as  could  be 
rallied  in  haste,  the  young  heroes  boldly  proceeded  to  meet  and  harass 
the  invaders,  delaying  them  for  priceless  hours.  The  venerable  ex-Presi- 
dent Daggett  of  Yale  (who  had  been  professor  of  divinity  twenty-five 
years)  mounted  his  horse  and  with  fowling-piece  in  hand  rode  down  into 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  encouraging  the  students  by  his  example  as  well 
as  words ;  when  the  party  under  Hillhouse  fell  back  he  remained  where 
he  had  been  stationed  in  a  little  copse,  and  continued  loading  and  dis- 
charging his  musket.  "  What  are  you  doing  there,  you  old  fool  ? "  called 
out  an  officer  in  the  van  of  the  British  column,  astonished  at  seeing  a 
single  individual  in  clerical  costume  firing  at  a  whole  regiment.  "  Exer- 
cising the  rights  of  war,"  said  the  professor.  In  an  instant  bayonets 
were  at  his  breast ;  "  If  I  let  you  go  this  time  will  you  ever  fire  at  the 
king's  troops  again  ? "  was  asked.  "  Nothing  more  likely,"  was  the 
prompt  reply.  Blows  and  gashes  foUowed,  but  the  life  so  firmly  jeopard- 
ized was  spared ;  the  professor  gave  his  name  and  station  as  one  of  the 
officers  of  Yale  College,  and  was  told  that  he  had  been  "  praying  against 
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the  kiug's  cause,"  which  he  admitted.  He  was  placed  in  front  of  the 
column,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  compelled  to  lead  the  way  to 
a  bridge,  two  miles  north  of  one  which  had  just  been  demolished  over 
West  Eiver,  and  thus  to  tlie  college  green,  where  he  fainted  from  the 
excessive  heat  of  the  day,  and  loss  of  blood,  and  was  carried  into  the 
house  of  a  friend.  He  died  a  few  months  later  in  consequence  of  his 
wounds.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  reached  the  heart 
of  New  Haven,  having  burned  several  houses  on  their  way  (of  which  was 
the  old  stone  manor-house  of  the  Morrises),  and  mercilessly  killed  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  in  their  own  dwellings,  among  whom  was  Deacon  Nathan 
Beers.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  instructed  Tryon  to  do  his  business 
quickly,  and  the  troops,  nothing  loth,  sacked  New  Haven  without  delay ; 
what  could  not  be  carried  off  was  viciously  destroyed  —  windows  and 
furniture  were  broken,  beds  torn  open,  and  occupants  of  houses  abused  and 
insulted.  Cellars  were  everywhere  visited  and  rum  drank  to  excess.  At 
eight  in  the  evening  the  soldiers  were  so  intoxicated  as  to  be  withdrawn 
witli  difficulty,  the  greater  part  who  could  walk  reeling  in  the  line,  and 
carts,  wagons,  and  even  wheelbarrows  necessary  to  transport  the  rest  to 
the  boats.  Tryon  paused  at  Beacon  Hill,  and  at  midnight  wrote  to  Clin- 
ton, "  The  rebels  are  following  us  with  cannon,  and  heavier  than  what  we 
have."  By  sunrise  the  next  morning  the  enemy  were  on  the  Sound 
again,  having  burned  all  the  storehouses  on  the  wharf,  seven  vessels,  and 
many  houses  and  barns.  They  had  killed  twenty-one  men  besides  those 
who  subsequently  died  of  their  wounds,  and  carried  away  between  twenty 
and  thirty  prisoners.  Tryon  wrote  that  he  "  had  a  little  difficulty  with 
the  rebels,  and  had  lost  eighty  in  killed  and  wounded."  Among  those 
who  so  resolutely  disputed  liis  advance  were  Dr.  Levi  Ives,  the  father  of 
Professor  Eli  Ives  of  Yale,  Mr.  Paitherford  Trowbridge,  David  Atwater, 
Simon  Sperry,i  and  other  men  of  influence  who  shouldered  their  muskets 
and  joined  the  party  under  Hillhouse. 

On    Wednesday,   the    7th,   Tryon    landed   at   Fairfield   and   stripped 
every  dwelling  and  burned  the  whole  beautiful  town.     A  com- 
munity so  cultivated  as  well  as  prosperous  had  not  in  that  day 
its  parallel  in  England.     Three  churches,  ninety-seven  dwellings,  a  hand- 
some  court-house   and  jail,  two  school-houses,   sixty-seven   barns,  and 
forty-eight  stores  and  shops  were  reduced  to  ashes.     Green's  Earms,  five 

1  Simon  Sperry  was  descended  from  Richard  Sperry,  who  was  notable  in  colonial  history 
for  supplying  food  to  the  regicides,  Goffe  and  Whalley,  and  who  lived  in  the  famous  old 
moated  manor-house  approached  by  a  causeway  leading  across  his  estate  from  the  river  in 
the  beautiful  and  picturesque  town  of  Woodbridge.  Simon  Sperry  was  the  grandfather  of 
ex-Mayor  Sperry,  and  of  the  Hon.  N.  D.  Sperry  of  New  Haven. 


BURNING   OF  NORWALK.  223 

or  six  miles  distant,  was  plundered,  fifteen  houses  burned,  including  the 
dwelling  of  the  minister,  Eev.  Mr.  Ripley,  and  the  church,  eleven  barns, 
and  several  stores.  The  militia  attacked  the  invaders  and  very  much 
shortened  their  stay.  They  re-embarked  on  the  8th  and  sailed  across  the 
Sound  to  Huntington,  to  rest  and  recruit  for  further  ignoble  exploits. 

On  the  following  Saturday  the  cloud  of  sails  was  once  more  moving 
toward  the  Connecticut  shore.  Norwalk  was  doomed.  The  ene- 
my landed  Sunday  morning.  Tryon  took  possession  of  a  small  ^"^^  ^' 
hill,  where  with  chairs  and  a  table  he  sat  writing  his  orders  and  over- 
seeing the  destruction  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains, taking  such  valuables  as  they  could  carry.  The  old  Benedict 
homestead,  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  since  the  first 
settlement  of  the  town,  was  not  burned  at  first,  but  consigned  to  the  flames 
as  the  British  were  retiring,  which  were  happily  extinguished  through 
the  efforts  of  a  negro  slave  who  had  concealed  himself  in  the  bushes  near 
by.  Mrs.  Mary  Benedict  Philipse,  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Philipse,  mounted 
her  horse  and  drove  a  number  of  cattle  before  her  into  the  country.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-five  houses  were  burned,  including  the  old  mansions 
of  Governor  Fitch  and  Nathaniel  Eaymond,  together  with  two  churches, 
eighty-nine  barns,  forty  stores  and  shops,  five  vessels,  and  four  mills. 
Six  houses  only  were  left  standing. 

The  militia,  who  rallied,  interposed  some  opposition,  but  they  were  few 
in  numbers,  and  the  British  force  was  strong.  Wolcott  and  Parsons  came 
forward  rapidly  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Hudson,  arriving  the  next  morning. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  withdrawn  from  Verplanck's 
Point  all  the  troops  not  strictly  destined  for  the  garrison,  with  whom,  in 
addition  to  several  thousand  others,  he  advanced  to  the  heights  near 
Marmaroneck,  not  far  from  the  Connecticut  line,  in  order  to  co-operate 
with  Tryon  should  Washington  march  eastward ;  from  this  point  he  sent 
troops  to  burn  the  towns  of  Bedford,  Salem,  and  North  Castle,  not  even 
sparing  their  places  of  public  worship.  But  a  surprise  was  being  pre- 
pared for  the  British  commanders,  which  brought  them  suddenly  to  New 
York,  and  stayed  further  destruction  upon  the  Connecticut  coast. 

A  design  upon  Stony  Point  was  culminating,  which  for  its  daring,  and 
its  combination  of  skill,  prudence,  foresight,  careful  attention  to  details, 
and  absolute  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  men  concerned,  and  its  con- 
spicuous success,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  the  war. 
Washington  selected  a  body  of  light  infantry  for  this  critical  service  from 
the  various  regiments  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts.  The  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
forces  were  chiefly  on  their  way  into  the  Indian  country  with  Sullivan. 
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Every  field  officer  chosen  had  proved  his  ability  and  valor  on  former  oc- 
casions. The  leadership  was  assigned  to  Anthony  Wayne,  a  handsome, 
impetuous,  magnetic,  dashing  Pennsylvanian  of  thirty-four,  styled  "  Dandy 
Wayne  "  among  his  companions  because  of  his  fastidious  notions  about 
dress.  He  said  he  had  "  rather  risk  his  life  and  reputation  at  the  head  of 
the  same  men  in  an  attack  clothed  and  appointed  as  he  wished,  with  a  single 
charge  of  ammunition,  than  to  take  them  as  they  appeared  in  common, 
with  sixty  rounds  of  cartridges  "  ;  and  Washington  evidently  sympathized 
with  his  tastes  and  gratified  them  to  the  extent  of  his  narrow  means. 
Under  Wayne  were  Colonels  liichard  Butler  and  Udney  Hay  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Colonel  Christian  Febiger,  and  the  gallant  De  Fleury,  who  after- 
wards became  field  marshal  of  France,  commanding  Virginians,  Major 
John  Steward  of  Maryland,  Colonel  Eeturn  Jonathan  Meigs  of  Sagg 
Harbor  fame.  Colonel  Isaac  Sherman,  son  of  Eoger  Sherman  of  New 
Haven,  Major  William  Hull,  uncle  of  Commodore  Hull  of  the  Constitution, 
and  Major  Hardy  Murfree,  the  pioneer  of  Murfreesborough,  Tennessee, 
with  two  North  Carolina  companies. 

The  arrangements  were  conducted  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  At  noon 
on  Tliursday,  July  15,  Wayne  and  his  noble  twelve  hundred  left  Sandy 
Beach,  fourteen  miles  above  Stony  Point,  and  marched  over  the  roughest 
of  roads  and  pathways,  the  column  stretched  out  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  in  single  file.  At  eight  in  the  evening  they  halted  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  fort,  and  the  officers  reconnoitered.  Midnight  was  tlie  time 
fixed  for  the  attack.  The  men  lounged  by  the  roadside  three  hours  and 
a  half  in  silence,  under  the  enforced  penalty  of  instant  death.  At  half 
past  eleven  the  time  was  up,  and  a  whispered  call  quivered  along  the 
line.  Each  man  knew  the  watchword,  and  bore  upon  his  cap  a  patch  of 
white  paper  to  save  him  from  his  friends.  They  advanced  with  unloaded 
muskets  and  fixed  bayonets.  Whoever  should  attempt  to  load  his  piece 
without  orders  was  to  be  put  to  death  on  the  spot  by  the  officer  next  him. 
Two  columns  were  to  break  into  the  fort  from  nearly  opposite  points 
in  silence,  doing  their  work  with  the  bayonet,  while  Murfree  and  his 
North  Carolinians  were  to  take  position  in  front  and  draw  attention 
to  themselves  by  a  rapid  and  continuous  fire.  Wayne  led  the  right 
column,  spear  in  hand,  Butler  the  left.  They  were  discovered  by  the 
pickets,  and  every  man  in  the  garrison  was  up,  completely  dressed,  and  at 
his  proper  station.  Stony  Point  was  a  bold,  rocky  peninsula  nearly  two 
hundred  feet  high,  jutting  out  into  and  bounded  on  three  sides  by  the 
river,  and  almost  isolated  from  tlie  land  by  a  marsh,  which,  it  being  high 
tide,  was  now  two  feet  under  water.  From  the  formidable  breastworks 
on  the  summit  thundered  gun  after  gun  while  yet  the  assaulters  were 
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wading  the  stream.  But  they  faltered  not.  Up  the  hill  they  ran,  the 
bellowing  cannon  in  their  faces,  and  the  musket-balls  whistling  around 
their  ears.  Every  officer  performed  his  part  to  the  letter.  One  and 
another  fell.  The  brave  Colonel  Hay  was  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Ezra 
Selden  of  Lyme,  a  handsome  young  officer  fresh  from  Yale  at  the  opening 
of  the  war,  received  a  wellnigh  fatal  wound  in  the  side,  but  he  made  his 
way  into  the  fort.  Wayne,  with  every  sense  alive,  balancing  all  chances 
and  duties  while  apparently  wild  with  the  fierce  outcry  which  fired  the 
veins  of  his  men,  fell  backward  with  a  wound  in  his  head  ;  but  he  rallied 
and  directed  his  two  aids  to  carry  him  along,  and  in  five  minutes  more 
the  whole  party  were  rushing  into  the  fort  through  every  embrasure,  and 
a  thousand  tongues  let  loose  repeated  the  cry,  "  The  fort 's  our  own  ! " 

The  astonished  Britons  fell  back  into  the  corners  of  the  fort  under  the 
terrible  charge ;  De  Fleury,  first  in,  hauled  down  the  flags,  Sherman  of 
Connecticut  rushed  over  the  space  and  grasped  Butler  of  Pennsylvania 
by  the  hand  as  he  climbed  in  from  the  north.  Murfree  came  upon  a 
run  from  the  marsh,  leaping  in  to  join  in  the  glory ;  and  the  surrender  of 
the  whole  garrison  was  immediate.  Tradition  says  that  the  enemy  fell 
upon  their  knees,  crying,  "  Mercy,  dear  Americans  !  Mercy  ! "  However 
they  may  have  asked  for  quarter,  from  the  moment  the  cry  was  heard 
every  bayonet  was  uplifted  and  not  a  man  was  hurt  thereafter. 
The  commander  came  forward  and  delivered  up  his  sword,  and  a 
line  was  thrown  around  the  prisoners,  numbering  five  hundred  and  forty- 
six  ;  some  fifty-eight  had  jumped  down  the  rocks  in  the  darkness  and  es- 
caped, and  the  killed  and  wounded  numbered  ninety-four.  Fifteen  Amer- 
icans were  killed,  and  six  officers  and  seventy-seven  privates  wounded. 
The  whole  action  occupied  only  twenty  minutes  after  the  first  shot. 

The  cheers  that  rent  the  air  with  one  common  impulse  were  answered 
by  the  British  ships  in  the  river,  and  the  garrison  at  Verplanck's  Point 
opposite.  "  Ha,  the  fools  think  we  are  beaten  ! "  exclaimed  an  officer ;  and 
the  guns  were  whirled  round  riverward,  and  the  fiery  story  was  told  in 
such  language  as  compelled  the  ships  to  slip  their  cables  and  drop  down 
the  river  in  sullen  silence.  Washington's  original  idea  had  been  to  attack 
Verplanck's  Point  simultaneously,  but  he  modified  his  plan  so  far  as  to 
attempt  only  a  feint,  conducted  by  Colonel  Eufus  Putnam,  who  alarmed 
that  garrison  the  moment  he  heard  firing  across  the  river,  effectually  pre- 
venting any  effort  to  aid  Stony  Point,  and  withdrew  from  the  vicinity  in 
the  morning.  The  total  value  of  the  ordnance  and  stores  captured  by 
Wayne  was  estimated  at  over  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars. 
The  news  of  the  event  spread  swiftly  over  the  country,  and  the  heroic 
band  was  everywhere  applauded.     Even  the  enemy  lavished  encomiums 

VOL.    II.  15 


226  HISTORY  OF   THE   CITY   OF  NEW   YORK. 

upon  the  professional  skill  with  which  extraordinary  difficulties  were 
surmounted,  and  the  high  soldierly  qualities  of  the  storming  party.  "  It 
was  worth  a  dukedom,"  writes  Joseph  Roswell  Hawley,  "  to  have  been 
even  a  private  there  that  night." 

Washington  did  not  attempt  to  retain  Stony  Point,  as  it  was  too  far 
advanced  from  his  main  army ;  he  simply  removed  the  stores  and 
artillery,  burned  the  barracks,  and  demolished  and  evacuated  the  fortress. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  at  the  time  was  in  possession  of  the  whole  county 
of  Westchester,  employing  men,  protected  by  detachments  of  soldiers,  to 
cut  the  hay  from  all  the  farms  in  the  region,  retreated  with  the  first  news 
rapidly  to  New  York,  calling  in  his  haymakers  and  their  covering  parties. 
He  doubtless  expected  a  descent  upon  the  city.  Learning,  however,  that 
Stony  Point  had  been  abandoned,  he  took  possession  the  second  time, 
and  rebuilt  and  garrisoned  the  fort ;  but  in  the  month  of  November  with- 
drew his  forces  from  both  Stony  Point  and  Verplanck's  Point,  and  demol- 
ished the  works.  Washington  then  took  peaceable  and  final  possession, 
and  rebuilt  and  garrisoned  them. 

While  America  was  proudly  rejoicing  over  the  exploit  of  Wayne,  a 
quiet  wedding  occurred  at  Baskenridge,  New  Jersey.  William 
Duer,  who  had  been  so  prominent  in  the  New  York  Congress,  and 
a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  was  married  to  Lady  Kitty, 
daughter  of  Lord  Stirling.  John  Jay  escaped  from  his  duties  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  with  his  wife  graced  the  occasion ;  the  mansion  swarmed  with 
the  relatives  of  the  family,  many  bright  and  winsome  belles  were  present, 
and  several  army  officers. 

In  the  midst  of  the  banquet  which  followed,  the  situation  of  Paulus 
Hook  was  discussed.  Attached  to  Lord  Stirling's  command  was  the  young 
and  daring  Henry  Lee,  afterwards  governor  of  Virginia,  who  sought  to 
attack  the  British  post  at  that  point,  which  had  been  held  by  the  en- 
emy with  great  tenacity  since  1776,  and  was  in  reality  the  only  safe  spot 
on  the  Jersey  shore  for  their  marauding  parties  to  land.  Lord  Stirling 
favored  Lee's  project,  but  Washington  hesitated  for  a  time,  deeming  the 
attempt  too  hazardous.  Permission  was  finally  obtained  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  Lord  Stirling,  with  five  hundred  men,  moved  down 
to  the  Hackensack  bridge  to  be  in  position  to  cover  Lee's  retreat  if  neces- 
sary. With  about  three  hundred  infantry  and  a  troop  of  dismounted 
dragoons,  Lee  boldly  swooped  down  upon  the  post  in  the  night 
'  with  such  celerity,  address,  and  vigor,  that  he  captured  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  men,  with  the  loss  of  only  two  killed  and  three 
wounded.  He  had  been  directed  to  make  no  effort  to  hold  the  position, 
and  returned  safely  with  his  prisoners  to  the  American  lines.     This  auda- 


GARDINER S  ISLAND.  227 

cious  achievement,  within  sight  of  New  York  and  almost  within  the  reach 
of  its  guns,  was  very  galling  to  the  British  officers.  Great  praise  was 
awarded  to  Lee  for  his  spirited  and  prudent  conduct  of  the  enterprise, 
and  especially  for  his  humanity. 

Ten  days  later  Sullivan  gained  a  victory  over  the  Indians  under  Brandt, 
who  was  assisted  by  Sir  John  and  Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  and  the 
two  Butlers  ;  they  had  thrown  up  breastworks  and  intrenchments  ^^' 
half  a  mile  long  at  Newtown,  where  the  city  of  Elmira  now  stands.  The 
conflict  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  enemy  were  outflanked,  and,  scat- 
tering, fled.  Indians  and  Tories  alike  made  their  way  to  Niagara,  one  of 
the  strong  points  which  Washington  most  desired  to  possess,  but  which 
was  not  attacked,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  both  Washington  and 
Congress.  Sullivan  visited  a  terrible  retribution  upon  the  savages  for 
their  havoc  and  slaughter  of  1778.  Forty  towns  were  destroyed.  Not  a 
cabin  nor  a  roof  from  the  Genesee  valley  to  the  Susquehanna  was  left 
standing.  Their  homes,  their  orchards,  their  crops,  their  possessions, 
were  all  annihilated.  The  manifest  inability  of  England  to  protect  them 
inclined  the  Six  Nations  ultimately  to  desire  neutrality. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  disconcerted  and  surly  as  one  batch  of  disagree- 
able news  after  another  reached  him  in  New  York  City.  The  loyalists 
criticised  his  acts  and  his  inaction,  which  did  not  improve  his  temper. 
In  October  a  rumor  that  the  French  squadron  was  about  to  unite  with 
Washington  in  an  attack  upon  the  metropolis  induced  him  to  order  the 
evacuation  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  troops,  in  hastening  to  New  York,  left 
all  the  wood  and  forage  collected  for  six  thousand  men  during  the  winter 
behind  them.  The  post  was  immediately  occupied  by  a  body  of  Ameri- 
can troops.  Clinton  learned  finally  that  Count  D'Estaing  had  abandoned 
the  siege  of  Savannah  and  retired  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Southern 
campaign  had  been  novel  and  exciting,  ever  presenting  splendid  prospects, 
sometimes  to  one  side,  sometimes  to  the  other,  and  turning  at  the  moment 
of  anticipated  success  into  bitter  disappointment.  Clinton  himself  sailed 
late  in  December,  under  the  convoy  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  seven 
thousand  men,  to  operate  against  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  leaving 
Knyphausen  in  command  of  New  York. 

Washington's  headquarters  were  at  West  Point  during  the  autumn. 
Here  he  welcomed  Luzerne,  the  new  minister  from  France,  who  had  re- 
cently landed  at  Boston,  and  was  on  a  circuitous  route  to  Philadelphia. 
"  He  was  polite  enough,"  said  Washington,  "  to  condescend  to  appear 
pleased  with  our  Spartan  living."  Prior  to  the  advent  of  the  French  dig- 
nitary, Washington  invited  Mrs.  Dr.  Cochrane  and  Mrs.  Walter  Livings- 
ton to  dine  with  him,  and  in  a  humorous  letter  to  the  doctor  apprised 
them  of  their  prospective  fare.     He  wrote  :  — 
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"  Since  our  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  have  had  a  ham,  sometimes  a  shoul- 
der of  bacon,  to  grace  the  head  of  the  table ;  a  piece  of  roast  beef  adorns  the 
foot ;  and  a  dish  of  beans  or  greens  decorates  the  center.  When  the  cook  has  a 
mind  to  cut  a  figure,  which  I  presume  will  be  the  case  to-morrow,  we  have  two 
beefsteak  pies,  or  dishes  of  crabs  in  addition,  one  on  each  side  of  the  center  dish, 
to  reduce  the  distance  between  dish  and  dish  to  about  six  feet,  which  without  them 
would  be  about  twelve  feet  apart.  Of  late  he  has  had  the  surprising  sagacity  to 
discover  that  apples  will  make  pies,  and  it  is  a  question,  if,  in  the  violence  of  his 
efforts,  we  do  not  get  one  of  apples  instead  of  having  both  of  beefsteak.  If  the 
ladies  can  put  up  with  such  entertainment,  and  will  submit  to  partake  of  it  on 
plates  once  tin  but  now  iron  (not  become  so  by  the  labor  of  scouring),  I  shall  be 
happy  to  see  them." 

The  increasing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  providing  for  the  army 
threatened  the  most  alarming  consequences.  Every  branch  of  trade  was 
unsettled  and  deranged,  and  the  price  of  every  commodity  rising  in  pro- 
portion as  tlie  paper  money  depreciated  in  value.  Liabilities  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  two  hundred  millions  of  this  currency  bad  been 
issued,  and  no  portion  of  it  was  redeemed.  Every  remedy  adopted  proved 
impracticable  or  aggravated  the  evil.  A  delegation  from  Congress  din- 
ing with  the  officers  of  the  army  one  autumn  day,  Kobert  Morris,  of  the 
party,  was  bewailing  the  miserable  condition  of  the  treasury.  Baron 
Steuben  exclaimed :  — 

"  But  are  you  not  financier  ?    Why  do  you  not  create  funds  ? " 

"  I  have  done  all  I  can ;  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  do  more,"  replied 
Morris. 

"  And  yet  you  remain  financier  without  finances  ?  " 

"  Yes." 

"  Well,  then,  I  do  not  think  you  are  as  honest  a  man  as  my  cook.  He 
came  to  me  one  day  and  said,  '  Baron,  I  am  your  cook,  and  you  have 
nothing  to  cook  but  a  piece  of  lean  beef  which  is  hung  up  by  a  string 
before  the  fire.  Your  negro  wagoner  can  turn  the  string  as  well  as  I  can ; 
you  have  promised  me  ten  dollars  a  month  ;  but  as  you  have  nothing  to 
cook  I  wish  to  be  discharged  and  no  longer  chargeable  to  you.'  That 
was  an  honest  fellow,  Morris." 

In  the  mean  time  Spain  had  entered  into  a  secret  alliance  with  France 
against  England,  and  war  was  waged  in  various  quarters  of  the  globe. 
The  intelligence  reached  Congress  while  that  body  was  deliberating  iqjon 
the  instructions  to  be  given  to  ambassadors,  who  in  connection  with 
French  statesmen  were  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  as 
opportunity  might  arise.  John  Adams,  who  had  returned  from  his  French 
mission  in  the  same  vessel  with  Luzerne,  was  chosen,  and  authorized  to 
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act  as  negotiator,  proceeding  again  to  Paris.  And  although  Spain  had  not 
yet  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  John  Jay,  the 
President  of  Congress,  was  dispatched  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  to  accomplish  a  direct  alliance  if  possible  with  that 
power.  He  sailed  on  a  few  days'  notice,  October  10,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  and  her  brother,  Brockholst  Livingston,  as  his  private  secretary. 
M.  Gerard  returned  home  in  the  same  vessel. 

The  year  closed  gloomily  for  England.  Lord  Gower  and  Lord  Wey- 
mouth, disapproving  of  the  continued  struggle  with  America,  retired  from 
the  government.  The  Earl  of  Coventry  lamented  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  a  war  so  fatal  to  Great  Britian  should  ever  have  been  begun,  and 
declared  that  if  the  propositions  he  had  made  during  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  had  been  regarded,  England  would  have  been  at  that  hour 
at  peace  with  America.  In  the  House  of  Commons  great  heat  was  ex- 
hibited. Fox  caustically  asked,  "  What  has  become  of  the  American 
war  ? "  The  king,  it  seems,  had  not  even  mentioned  it  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  autumn  session.  "  Is  the  war  totally  extinct,  like  the 
war  of  ancient  Troy  ? "  continued  Fox,  referring  to  that  silence.  "  What 
produced  the  French  rescript  and  the  French  war  ?  What  produced 
the  Spanish  manifesto  and  the  Spanish  war  ?  What  has  wasted  forty 
millions  of  money  and  sixty  thousand  lives  ?  What  has  armed  forty- 
two  thousand  men  in  Ireland  with  arguments  carried  on  the  points  of 
forty-two  thousand  bayonets  ?  For  what  is  England  about  to  incur  an 
additional  debt  of  twelve  or  fourteen  millions  the  ensuing  year?  Is  it 
not  that  accursed,  diabolical,  and  cruel  American  war  ? " 

The  American  army  went  into  winter-quarters  at  Morristown,  log-huts 
being  erected,  as  at  Valley  Forge  and  Middlebrook.  It  was  a  season  of 
great  severity.  The  snow,  for  four  months,  averaged  from  four  to  six  feet 
deep.  The  bay  of  New  York  was  frozen  over  so  firmly  that  two  hun- 
dred sleighs  laden  with  provisions,  with  two  horses  each,  escorted  by  two 
hundred  light  horse,  passed  over  it  from  New  York  to  Staten  Island  in  a 
body.  Loaded  teams  crossed  the  Hudson  on  the  ice  at  Paulus  Hook,  and 
all  the  rivers,  creeks,  harbors,  ports,  and  brooks  were  frozen  solid  in  every 
direction.  The  shivering  soldiers  almost  perished  for  want  of  proper 
food,  and  were  alternately  without  bread  or  meat,  and  sometimes  des- 
titute of  both.  Washington  and  his  military  family  occupied  the  Ford 
Mansion,  and  at  each  end  of  the  house  an  addition  was  made  of  logs,  one 
for  a  kitchen  and  the  other  for  an  office.  Late  in  December  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington arrived,  riding  a  spirited  horse,  and  escorted  by  a  guard  of  Virginia 
troops,  having  for  two  days  braved  the  perils  of  a  terrible  storm  of  wind 
and  snow.     She  remained  at  headquarters  until  spring. 


230  HISTORY   OF  THE   CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

1780-1783. 

THE    CONCLUSION   OF    THE   WAR. 

Significance  of  Events. —New  York  City  in  1780.  —  Forays  into  New  Jersey. — 
Camp  Life  at  Morristown. — Alexander  Hamilton. — Elizabeth  Schuyler. — 
Arnold    under  a  Cloud.  —  Return    of  Lafayette. —Capture    of  Charleston. 

—  Burning  of  Connecticut  Farms.  —  Battle  of  Springfield. —Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton AT  EASTHAMPTON.  —TREASON  OF  ARNOLD. — AaRON  BuRR.  —  EXECUTION  OF  ANDRE. 

—  Unpopularity  of  the  War  in  England.  —  Correspondence  of  Hartley  and 
Franklin. —The  French  Army. —Count  Rochambeau. — Washington  at  Dobb's 
Ferry.  —The  Conflict  at  the  South.  —  Burning  of  New  London.  —Surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.  —  Marauding  Parties.  —  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  —  Peace  Negoti- 
ations.—  Suspension  of  Hostilities. — Signing  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace. 

—  David  Hartley.  —  The  Cincinnati.  —  The  Evacuation  of  the  City  of  New  York 
by  the  British.  —  Grand  Entry  of  the  American  Army. 

THE  value  of  events  can  never  be  seen  while  they  are  transpiring. 
It  is  only  in  the  calm  light  of  their  influences  that  they  may  be 
properly  estimated.  Great  affairs  oftentimes  take  their  rise  from  small 
circumstances.  The  philosophers,  politicians,  and  warriors  of  the  Eevolu- 
tion,  astute,  wary,  and  stubborn  as  we  find  them,  had  little  conception  of 
the  magnitude  of  their  undertaking.  Here  and  there  were  original  minds, 
comprehensible  and  flexible  enough  to  become  the  founders  of  a  nation. 
Others,  equally  fervid  by  intensity  of  conviction,  and  imbued  with  a  cer- 
tain wise,  strong  sense  of  diplomacy,  were  masters  of  the  situation  only 
through  the  sweep  of  vast  impulses  behind  them.  The  future  was  un- 
certain. No  electric  cable  supplied  at  evening  the  policy  for  the  next 
morning.  The  leaders  of  thought  and  the  leaders  of  armies  were  alike 
groping  in  a  dense  cloud.  Soldiers  sleeping  in  the  snow  with  a  fire  at 
their  feet,  and  spending  cold,  wintry  days  in  idly  repining  over  hardship 
and  inaction,  knew  not  that  they  were  working  out  results  so  grand  that 
time  would  but  add  to  their  luster  in  all  the  centuries  to  come.  In  that 
severe  school  was  a  continual  dramatic  movement.  Standards  of  duty, 
rules  of  action,  and  habits  of  thinking  destined  to  impart  a  tinge  and  a 
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flavor  to  the  broader  culture  and  sweeter  disposition  of  later  days,  were 
constantly  bursting  into  life.  And  although  the  knowledge  was  with- 
held from  the  actors  and  sufferers  in  the  projection  of  the  national 
structure,  we  know  that  within  one  hundred  years  it  has  grown  to  a  place 
in  the  front  rank  of  great  nations. 

The  city  of  New  York,  where  the  government  of  our  Union  was  shortly 
to  receive  the  first  pulsations  of  existence,  and  where  more  than  else- 
where its  benefits  are  now  seen,  was  the  central  point  around  which  the 
chief  events  of  the  Eevolution  revolved.  The  years  during  which  the 
main  body  of  the  American  army  hovered  in  significant  proximity  — 
almost  within  sight  of  her  steeples  —  were  fraught  with  all  the  romance 
which  belongs  to  the  mediaeval  struggles  of  European  races.  The  fortunes 
of  her  citizens  were  as  varied  as  any  conceit  of  the  most  vivid  imagina- 
tion. Within  her  stately  mansions  the  officers  of  King  George  lived  like 
princes,  and  within  her  harbor  the  fleets  anchored  which  were  to  terrify 
the  whole  Southern  seaboard ;  while  just  beyond  the  waters  that  laved 
her  western  shores  every  hill-top  and  tree  was  like  a  watchful  sentinel. 
No  military  movement  in  any  direction  could  be  executed  without  dis- 
covery, save  under  the  cover  of  midnight  darkness.  Washington's  spies 
passed  in  and  out  of  the  city  despite  the  utmost  vigilance.  And  Wash- 
ington himself,  with  unerring  sagacity,  remained  among  the  fastnesses  of 
New  Jersey,  with  his  eye  upon  Manhattan  Island,  while  he  detached 
regiment  after  regiment  of  his  best  troops  for  the  support  of  the  South. 

As  the  winter  advanced  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  dis- 
tressed for  firewood  and  food  to  a  degree  never  before  experienced.  The 
snow  was  so  deep  that  forest-trees  could  hardly  be  extricated  from  their 
native  wilds  after  being  felled.  Ornamental  and  fruit  trees  were  attacked, 
and  before  spring  the  streets  and  lanes,  gardens  and  grounds,  were  shorn 
of  their  treasures.  Wall  Street  surrendered  some  of  its  beautiful  shade 
trees,  more  than  a  century  old,  to  be  converted  into  fuel  for  the  family  of 
General  Eiedesel.  The  baroness  writes  :  "  We  were  often  obliged  to  borrow 
wood  of  General  Tryon  for  Saturday  and  Sunday,  which  we  w^ould  return 
on  Monday  if  we  received  any."  The  poor  burned  fat  to  cook  their 
meals.  Provisions  were  alarmingly  scarce,  and  so  costly  as  to  exhaust  the 
means  of  the  wealthiest.  Fifty  dollars  would  not  feed  a  family  two  days. 
In  vain  the  British  generals  entreated  the  farmers  of  Long  Island  and 
vicinity  to  bring  their  produce  to  market ;  and  foraging  parties  were 
equally  unsuccessful ;  for  the  country  people  buried  meat,  corn,  oats,  and 
vegetables  beneath  the  snow  on  the  first  intimation  of  their  approach, 
and  hied  to  the  mountains,  carrying  old  family  furniture  beyond  their 
reach.     In  their  rage  at  finding  barns  empty,  cattle  gone,  and  farm-houses 
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deserted,  the  foragers  applied  the  torch  and  desolated  whole  districts, 
thus  increasing  not  only  the  general  misery,  but  the  determination  of 
America  to  be  free. 

To  add  to  the  cheerlessness  of  New  York,  the  men-of-war  in  the  bay 
were  immovably  ice-bound,  and  an  army  with  its  heaviest  artillery  and 
baggage  might  at  any  moment  cross  the  Hudson  on  the  ice.  Knyphau- 
sen  expected  Washington,  and  took  measures  accordingly.  Eefugees  and 
loyalists  formed  themselves  into  military  companies  and  were  subjected 
to  garrison  duty.  But  the  Americans  at  Morristown  were  in  no  condition 
to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  for  a  descent  upon  the  city.  The 
whistling  winds  were  drifting  snow  above  their  heads,  their  garments 
were  worn  and  thin,  and  many  of  the  men  had  no  shoes.  The  utmost 
discomfort  prevailed  even  at  headquarters.  "Eighteen  of  my  family," 
wrote  Washington,  "  and  all  of  Mrs.  Ford's  are  crowded  together  in  her 
kitchen,  and  scarce  one  of  them  able  to  speak  for  the  colds  they  have 
caught."  The  distress  for  provision  became  so  appalling  that  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey  direct,  who  responded  nobly. 
Colonel  Matthias  Ogden  collected  cattle  and  grain  in  Essex  County,  and 
the  temporary  relief  afforded  induced  Washington,  about  the  middle  of 
January,  to  give  some  twenty-five  hundred  of  his  best  overcoated  troops 
a  little  exercise.  An  expedition  to  Staten  Island  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Stirling,  the  object  being  to  capture  a  British  encamp- 
ment. Five  hundred  sleds  and  sleighs  were  procured  to  convey  the 
party  to  Elizabeth,  whence  they  crossed  on  the  ice  in  the  night 
from  I)e  Hart's  Point ;  but  the  enemy,  apprised  of  their  approach, 
were  strongly  fortified,  and  intrenched  behind  an  abatis  of  snow  ten  feet 
high,  therefore  an  attack  was  deemed  unjustifiable.  After  remaining 
twenty-four  hours  on  the  island,  the  Americans  withdrew,  with  five  hun- 
dred or  more  frozen  ears  and  hands,  and  a  quantity  of  blankets  and  stores. 
At  Decker's  Ferry  they  captured  and  destroyed  nine  sailing-vessels,  and 
took  a  few  prisoners.  Some  of  the  men  had  disobeyed  their  superiors 
and  committed  depredations  upon  the  residents  of  Staten  Island,  for 
which  they  suffered  severe  punishment.  Lord  Stirling  required  all  stolen 
property  returned  to  Eev.  James  Caldwell  of  Elizabeth,  who  was  to 
return  it  to  the  owners.  Washington,  who  had  in  general  orders  warned 
the  whole  army  against  robbing  the  inhabitants  on  any  pretext  whatever, 
taught  wholesome  moral  lessons  by  his  treatment  of  incorrigible  offenders. 
Thatcher  says  in  his  journal  that  death  was  inflicted,  in  some  aggravated 
instances,  for  the  crime  of  robbery,  but  that  the  penalty  usually,  after  a 
fair  trial,  and  conviction  by  a  court-martial,  was  public  whipping,  in 
keeping  with  the  practice  of  the  times  in  both  England  and  America. 
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Ten  days  later  the  British  crossed  the  ice  in  the  night,  one  party  visit- 
ing Newark,  and  another  entering  Elizabeth  about  the  same  hour. 

^  ^  Jan.  25. 

The  Newark  Academy,  on  the  upper  green,  was  burned,  several 
houses  plundered,  and  thirty-four  prisoners  taken,  among  whom  was  Judge 
Josepli  Hedden,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  whom  they  com- 
pelled to  walk  to  Paulus  Hook  in  his  night-shirt;  he  died  a  few  days 
subsequently  in  consequence  of  the  exposure.  At  Elizabeth  the  court- 
house and  the  Presbyterian  Church  were  burned,  a  number  of  dwellings 
plundered,  and  a  few  prominent  men  carried  off  as  prisoners.  The  guard, 
under  Major  Eccles,  numbering  about  sixty,  was  captured  on  the  start. 
The  guides  of  the  enemy  were  natives  of  Elizabeth,  familiar  with  all  the 
roads,  and  knew  all  the  residents  of  the  town. 

Washington  sent  General  St.  Clair  on  the  27th  to  investigate  the  situ- 
ation, and  re-establish  guards  along  the  shore  of  the  frozen  waters  of  the 
bay.  But  in  spite  of  all  precautions  Eahway  was  visited  on  the  30th  by 
a  band  of  refugees,  and  a  pleasure-party  broken  up  without  warning. 
Eight  men  were  seized  and  carried  off,  several  young  ladies  robbed  of  all 
their  jewelry,  and  among  other  trophies  three  handsome  sleighs  and  ten 
fine  horses  were  taken  to  New  York  City  on  the  ice.  On  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary another  foray  into  Elizabeth  by  a  circuitous  route  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  five  or  six  citizens,  and  the  plundering  of  as  many  good  houses, 
of  which  were  the  old  mansion  of  Governor  Belcher,  and  the  residence 
of  William  Peartree  Smith  and  his  son-in-law,  Elisha  Boudinot,  who  were 
fortunately  out  of  town.  The  war,  degenerating  into  midnight  robberies, 
had  trained  and  let  loose  upon  society  a  class  of  murderous  thieves,  who, 
under  the  cover  of  British  protection  and  the  pretense  of  serving  the  king, 
furnished  a  chapter  of  horrors  which  could  never  be  forgotten  by  the  peo- 
ple of  that  generation.  It  was  impossible  to  guard  the  whole  long  stretch 
of  shore,  and  while  the  ice  lasted  the  nights  seemed  chiefly  devoted  to 
barbarous  raids.  At  Morristown  the  utmost  precaution  against  a  surprise 
was  maintained.  Pickets  were  thrown  out  towards  the  Hudson  and  the 
Puaritan,  and  the  firing  of  a  gun  in  the  distance  would  be  answered  by 
discharges  along  the  whole  line  of  sentinels  to  the  camp  and  headquarters. 
On  such  occasions  Washington's  life-guard,  commanded  by  William 
Colfax,  grandfather  of  Schuyler  Colfax,  housed  in  log-huts  near  at  hand, 
would  rush  to  the  Ford  Mansion,  barricade  the  doors,  and  throw  up  the 
windows  ;  five,  with  muskets  ready  for  action,  were  generally  stationed  at 
every  window  behind  drawn  curtains,  until  the  troops  from  camp  could 
be  assembled  and  the  cause  of  the  alarm  discovered.  Mrs.  Washington 
and  the  other  ladies  were  obliged  to  lie  in  bed,  sometimes  for  hours,  with 
their  rooms  filled  with  guards,  and  the  keen  wintry  winds  blowing 
through  the  house. 
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As  the  intensity  of  the  cold  abated,  and  supplies  became  more  abundant, 
the  spirits  of  the  army  revived.  The  youthful  Alexander  Hamilton  was 
the  life  of  Washington's  household.  He  had  been  aide-de-camp  and  secre- 
tary to  the  commander-in-chief  since  March,  1777,  and  had  won  special 
favor  and  confidence.  His  Scotch  strength  and  French  vivacity,  his  grace- 
ful manners  and  witty  speeches,  were  a  perpetual  attraction.  His  figure 
was  slight,  erect,  and  expressive,  his  complexion  boyishly  fair,  and  his  fea- 
tures lighted  with  intel- 
ligence and  sweetness. 
He  wore  his  powdered 
hair  thrown  back  from 
his  forehead  and  cued 
in  the  back,  and  his 
dress  was  faultlessly 
elegant  on  all  occa- 
sions. He  presided 
at  the  head  of  Wash- 
ington's table,  and  was 
usually  the  smallest  as 
^\ell  as  the  youngest 
man  present.  Wash- 
ngton  sat  upon  one 
Mde,  with  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington at  his  right 
liand.  Hamilton  had 
already  evinced  ex- 
ceptional aptitude  for 
the  solution  of  finan- 
cial problems,  and  the 
originality  of  his  opinions  induced  the  general  belief  that  he  possessed 
the  highest  order  of  genius.  As  an  individual  he  probably  inspired 
warmer  attachments  among  his  friends  and  more  bitter  hatred  from  his 
foes  than  any  other  man  in  New  York  history. 

An  event  occurred  in  February  which  colored  the  whole  life  of  the 
future  statesman  and  jurist.  Elizabeth  Schuyler,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
General  Philip  Schuyler,  came  to  Morristown  to  spend  the  spring  months 
with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Dr.  Cochrane,  then  residing  in  a  cottage  near  head- 
quarters. She  was  a  beauty  and  a  belle ;  small,  delicately  formed,  with 
a  bewitching  face  illuminated  by  brilliant  black  eyes.  No  young  lady 
of  her  time  had  been  more  carefully  educated  or  more  highly  bred.  Her 
father's  liome  in  Albany  had  always  been  the  resort  of  all  that  was  most 
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cultivated  and  polished  in  the  social  life  of  what  Walpole  styled  "  the 
proud  and  opulent  colony  of  New  York " ;  and  its  courtly  hospitalities 
had  been  from  time  to  time  enjoyed  by  notable  representatives  of  the 
Old- World  aristocracy.     She  was  descended  not  only  from  a  long  line 
of  Schuylers,  but  from  the  Van  Eeusselaers,  Van  Cortlandts,  and  Livinos- 
tons  —  the  great  feudal  lords  of  the  Colonial  period  —  which,  it  being  still 
the   age  when  the  distinctions  of  rank  and  caste  were  held  in  severe 
respect,  lent  an  added 
interest  to  her  personal 
charms.       She     came 
like  a  fresh  flower  into 
the  dreariness  of  that 
winter  scene  of  frost, 
alarm,   and    despond- 
ency ;    and  Hamilton 
was  presently  her  de- 
voted lover.    Erelong 
General  Philip  Schuy-        ^ 
ler     himself     arrived        * 
at    headquarters,   the 
chairman   of    a   com-      : 
mittee  from  Congress, 
empowered  to  act  in 
the  name  of  that  body 
for  various  and  definite 
objects  relative  to  the 
re-enlistment  of  troops 
and  the  exigencies  of 
the  coming  campaign, 
expecting   to    remain 
with  the  army  all  summer.     He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Schuyler,  and 
with  their  sanction  the  youthful  pair  were  betrothed,  being  married  tlie 
following  December. 

The  accomplished  Kitty  Livingston,  daughter  of  the  governor,  passed 
the  early  part  of  the  winter  in  Philadelphia,  and  returned  to  "  Liberty 
Hall,"  under  the  escort  of  General  Schuyler,  while  on  his  route  to  Morris- 
town.  She  wrote  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Jay,  in  Madrid,  of  the  admiration 
the  wife  of  Chancellor  Livingston  —  now  in  Congress  —  had  elicited  in 
Philadelphia,  and  of  her  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Eobert  Morris.  She  said 
Colonel  Morgan  Lewis,  who  was  married  in  May,  1779,  at  Clermont,  to 
Gertrude,  the  sister  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  had  purchased  a  house  in 
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Albany ;  and  that  Lady  Mary  and  Robert  Watts  had  rented  Mrs.  Richard 
Montgomery's  farm  for  two  years,  in  order  to  leave  New  York  City. 
She  described  the  French  Minister,  his  secretary,  M.  Marbois,  and  a 
Spanish  dignitary,  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  all  of  whom  had  wagered  that 
Mrs.  Jay  used  paint  to  produce  the  brilliancy  of  her  complexion,  and 
that  she  would  go  to  plays  on  Sunday  while  in  Spain.  Even  the  Eev. 
Dr.  Witherspoon,  while  pronouncing  Mrs.  Jay  a  philosopher,  had  inti- 
mated to  the  piquant  Miss  Kitty  that  he  had  been  questioned  upon  the 
subject  of  her  sister's  artificial  coloring.  A  few  months  later  Mrs.  Robert 
Morris  wrote  to  Mrs.  Jay  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  was  convinced 
of  his  error,  had  gracefully  acquiesced  in  the  loss  of  his  bet,  and  had 
presented  Miss  Kitty  with  a  handsome  dress-cap. 

These  foreign  noblemen  visited' headquarters  in  April,  and  were  received 

with  military  honors.     Washington,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  and  the 

congressional  committee,  conducted  them  to  Orange  Mountain,  to 

April  24.  o  ' 

obtain  a  distant  view  of  New  York  and  the  position  of  the  enemy ; 
and,  mounted  upon  splendid  horses,  with  their  troop  of  aids,  and  servants, 
they  formed  a  striking  cavalcade.  Baron  Steuben  exhibited  the  dis- 
cipline and  tactics  of  the  troops  by  a  grand  review ;  a  large  stage  was 
erected  in  the  field,  which  Thatcher  says  "  was  crowded  by  officers,  ladies, 
and  gentlemen  of  distinction  from  the  country,  among  whom  was  Gov- 
ernor Livingston  of  New  Jersey  and  his  lady."  This  display  was  follo\yed 
by  a  ball  in  the  evening  at  the  Morris  Hotel. 

Arnold  had  just  been  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  his  irregular  con- 
duct while  in  command  of  Philadelphia,  and  sentenced  to  a  reprimand 
from  the  commander-in-chief,  which  was  administered  with  consummate 
delicacy.  Public  opinion  was  divided  in  his  case.  His  brilliant,  soldierly 
qualities,  and  his  daring  exploits  spoke  eloquently  in  his  behalf,  while  his 
ostentatious  and  costly  style  of  living,  with  his  debts  and  his  government 
accounts  yet  unsettled,  had  excited  suspicions  of  his  integrity.  He  had 
occupied  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  Quaker  City,  indulged  in  a 
chariot  and  four,  given  splendid  entertainments,  and  was  known  to  have 
made  temporary  use  of  the  public  moneys  passing  through  his  hands. 
He  had  courted  and  married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Shippen, 
afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  was  known  that  the 
family  were  not  well  affected  to  the  American  cause.  In  the  exercise  of 
his  military  functions  he  had  become  involved  in  disputes  with  the 
State  government,  and  lost  forever  the  confidence  of  that  body.  Noth- 
ing fraudulent  was  proved  against  him,  but  his  course  was  pronounced 
imprudent  and  reprehensible.  He  now  appeared  before  the  public  a 
soldier  crippled  in  its  service,  seeking  a  new  appointment;  and  Wash- 
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ington,  knowing   his  abilities,  was   disposed   in   his   favor.     He   subse- 
quently obtained  the  important  command  of  West  Point. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  the  same  day  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  captured 
the  army  under  General  Lincoln  at  Charleston,  Lafayette  arrived  at 
Morristown  by  way  of  Boston,  and  met  with  a  rapturous  greeting 
from  the  entire  army.  Washington  folded  him  in  his  arms  with  ^^^  ^^' 
profound  emotion.  There  was  something  singularly  impressive  in  the 
enthusiastic  devotion  of  this  young  French  nobleman  to  a  doubtful 
cause,  in  a  far  distant  land.  His  second  coming  was  the  more  wel- 
come since  it  had  been  generally  predicted  that  he  would  never  return. 
He  brought  the  glad  tidings  of  a  French  army  already  upon  the  Atlantic, 
sent  to  aid  America  in  the  ensuing  campaign.  Eemaining  at  headquar- 
ters but  one  day,  he  hastened  to  Philadelphia,  as  he  was  charged  with 
messages  from  his  government  to  Congress. 

By  no  one  was  he  received  with  more  cordial  grace  than  the  brilliant 
and  versatile  Gouverneur  Morris,  who  complimented  him  with  one  of  his 
characteristic  dinners,  at  which  the  arts  of  conversation  were  displayed  to 
the  greatest  advantage.  Morris  was  particularly  happy  in  his  intercourse 
with  foreigners ;  he  was  a  man  of  pleasure,  generous,  gay,  original,  spark- 
ling with  humor,  and  polite  to  a  fault,  and  with  his  convivial  and  social 
qualities  was  united  a  marvelous  genius  for  affairs.  But  like  his  Morris 
ancestry,  with  whom  the  reader  is  familiar,  he  abounded  in  whimsical 
peculiarities.  He  owned  a  famous  pair  of  gray  horses,  which,  when 
brought  to  the  door  in  front  of  his  stylish  phaeton,  he  insisted,  with 
immoderate  expletives,  should  stand  unrestrained  by  either  groom  or  rein 
while  he  mounted  to  his  seat.  The  next  morning,  after  the  banquet  given 
to  Lafayette,  they  ran  away  with  him,  throwing  him  upon  the  Philadelphia 
pavement  with  such  violence  that  his  leg  was  broken,  and  subsequently 
amputated  just  below  the  knee.  It  was  esteemed  an  "  irreparable  misfor- 
tune," and  sympathy  was  extended  from  every  quarter.  The  day  after 
the  accident  a  clerical  friend  called  to  offer  consolation,  and  dwelt  at 
some  length  upon  the  good  effects  which  the  melancholy  event  would 
be  likely  to  produce  upon  the  moral  character  of  a  young  man,  when 
Morris  interrupted  him  with  the  remark,  "  My  good  sir,  you  argue  the 
matter  so  handsomely,  and  point  out  so  clearly  the  advantage  of  being 
without  legs,  that  I  am  almost  tempted  to  part  with  the  other." 

It  was  three  or  four  months  before  he  was  able  to  leave  his  room,  and 
his  quick  preceptions,  fertility  of  resources,  and  energetic  counsels  were 
severely  missed  by  Congress  in  that  crisis.  The  machinery  of  credit, 
paper  circulation,  and  forced  certificates,  had  run  its  race,  and  was  about 
tumbling  into  ruins  ;  the  impending  danger  to  the  whole  national  fabric 
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was  manifest  to  all,  while  how  to  avert  it  was  the  problem  no  one  yet  could 
solve.  Congress  adopted  vigorous  resolutions  for  raising  money  and 
troops,  and  the  State  governments  made  laws,  but  the  execution  of  either 
was  attended  with  innumerable  delays.  Individuals  contributed  largely 
to  the  public  funds  ;  and  ladi€s  in  various  parts  of  the  country  started 
subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  army.  In  the  mean  time  there  was 
a  famine.  The  soldiers  had  no  bread.  Washington  knew  not  which 
way  to  turn.  New  Jersey  was  exhausted  through  the  long  residence 
of  the  army.  New  York  by  legislative  coercion  had  given  all  she  could 
spare  from  the  subsistence  of  her  inhabitants.  Virginia  was  sufficiently 
taxed  to  supply  the  South.  Maryland  and  Delaware  had  made  great 
exertion,  and  might  perhaps  do  more.  Pennsylvania  was  represented  as 
full  of  flour,  and  Washington  finally  made  a  powerful  appeal  to  Joseph 
Keed,  president  of  her  executive  council.  "  All  our  departments  are 
without  money  or  credit,  all  our  operations  are  at  a  stand,"  he  wrote ; 
"  the  patience  of  the  soldiery  is  wearing  out,  and  we  see  in  every  line  of 
the  army  features  of  mutiny  and  sedition.  Any  idea  you  can  form 
of  our  distress  will  fall  short  of  the  reality.  We  can  no  longer  drudge 
on  in  the  old  way.  Unless  a  new  system,  very  different  from  that  which 
has  a  long  time  prevailed  be  immediately  adopted  throughout  the  States, 
our  affairs  must  soon  become  desperate  beyond  the  possibility  of  economy." 
His  letter  procured  supplies,  but  not  on  flying  railway  trains ;  ere  laden 
wagons  moved  slowly  across  the  country,  two  Connecticut  regiments 
paraded  under  arms,  announcing  their  resolve  to  return  home  or  procure 
food  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  No  other  man  than  Washington 
could  have  grappled  with  and  overcome  these  difficulties.  He  not  only 
retained  the  mutineers  in  service,  but  restrained  them  with  discipline, 
managing  with  such  consummate  discretion  as  to  command  their  affec- 
tion while  winning  the  confidence  of  the  whole  country. 

On  the  28th  of  May  the  official  report  of  the  surrender  of  Charleston 

was  received  at  headquarters.  About  the  same  time  New  Jersey 
■  refugees  in  New  York  City  represented  to  Knyphausen  that  the 
troops  under  Washington  were  hopelessly  discontented  and  mutinous, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  had  become  so  tired  of  the  vexa- 
tious compulsory  requisitions  for  the  support  of  the  army,  that  they 
would  seize  the  opportunity  to  throw  off"  their  allegiance  to  Congress  if 
a  British  force  was  sent  to  their  assistance.  Believing  this,  the  German 
veteran  ordered  nineteen  regiments  into  the  much-afflicted  State  across 

the  HuQlson.     They  sailed  to  Staten  Island  on  the  6th  of  June, 

June  6.  .  .  - 

crossmg  m  the  night  to  Elizabethtown  Point.     Early  the  next 
morning  the  whole  force  was  in  motion,  commanded  by  Knyphausen. 
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The  sun  was  rising  in  a  clear  sky  as  the  "  Queen's  Eangers,"  a  splendid 
body  of  dragoons,  mounted  on  very  large  and  beautiful  horses,  with  drawn 
swords  and  glittering  helms,  entered  the  village  of  Elizabeth,  followed  by 
the  infantry,  "  every  man  clad  in  new  uniforms,  complete  in  panoply,  and 
gorgeous  with  burnished  brass  and  polished  steel."  The  whole  body 
numbered  six  thousand. 

But  the  proud  leaders  soon  discovered  their  mistake.  If  the  people 
had  murmured  because  of  the  exactions  of  Washington,  they  had  never 
thought  of  abandoning  the  cause  of  their  country.  The  militia  were  every- 
where out  in  small  parties  to  oppose  them,  and  the  fences  and  the  bushes 
were  ablaze  with  musketry.  The  brigadier  who  commanded  the  van 
was  unhorsed  with  a  fractured  thigh  while  yet  in  Elizabeth,  and  the 
column  was  harassed  all  the  way  to  Connecticut  Farms,  a  distance  of  seven 
miles.  The  troops  of  the  enemy  were  kept  in  perfect  order  during  the 
march,  committing  no  deeds  of  violence.  General  Maxwell  withdrew  his 
brigade  towards  Springfield,  making  a  stand  on  the  rising  ground  back  of 
the  Farms'  village,  and  again  on  the  east  side  of  the  Eahway  Eiver ;  he 
was  joined  by  Colonel  Elias  Dayton,  who  had  retired  from  Elizabeth  before 
the  enemy,  to  their  great  annoyance.  In  the  afternoon  the  militia  flocked 
to  the  defense  from  all  quarters,  and  the  fighting  was  perpetual.  In  the 
midst  of  his  chagrin  at  the  turn  events  were  taking,  Knyphausen  learned 
that  Washington,  hearing  of  the  invasion,  had  thrown  his  whole  force 
into  the  strong  post  of  Short  Hills  ;  it  was  also  apparent  that  the  mutinous 
disposition  of  the  American  army  had  vanished  as  soon  as  distress  —  not 
disaffection  —  had  ceased  to  affect  the  mind.  As  night  approached,  heavy 
clouds  loomed  up  in  the  western  sky.  A  retreat  was  ordered,  and  at  ten 
in  the  evening  the  whole  pompous  array  of  horse  and  foot  and  flying 
artillery  retrod  their  route  of  the  morning,  in  strict  silence,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  thunder-storm.  They  had  distinguished  themselves 
by  plundering  and  burning  the  little  village  of  Connecticut  Farms,  and 
by  murdering  the  lovely  wife  of  Eev.  James  Caldwell.  "  Nothing  more 
awful  than  this  retreat  can  be  imagined,"  wrote  one  of  Knyphausen's 
guards,  "  the  rain,  with  the  terrible  thunder  and  lightning,  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  the  houses  at  Connecticut  Farms  in  a  blaze,  the  dead  bodies, 
which  the  light  of  the  fire  or  the  lightning  showed  now  and  then  on  the 
road,  and  the  dread  of  the  enemy,  completed  the  scene  of  horror.  It 
thundered  and  lightened  so  severely  as  to  frighten  the  horses,  and  once  or 
twice  the  whole  army  halted,  being  deprived  of  sight  for  a  time.  General 
Knyphausen's  horse  started  so  as  to  throw  the  general." 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Caldwell  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Elizabeth  until  the  edifice  was  burned  by  the  British,  and  his  position  on 
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the  great  questions  at  issue  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety ;  he  was 
also  chaplain  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment.  His  wife  was  Hannah  Ogden, 
the  daughter  of  Judge  John  and  Hannah  Sayre  Ogden  of  Newark. ^  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  The  circumstances  of  her  murder  are 
variously  stated.  Her  husband  had  entreated  her  in  the  morning  to  seek 
a  place  of  greater  safety  than  the  little  parsonage,  but  she  thought  that 
her  presence  might  serve  to  protect  the  house  from  pillage.  She  was  in 
a  back  room,  holding  an  infant  in  her  arms,  attended  by  her  maid,  when  a 
soldier  jumped  over  the  fence  into  the  yard  and  fired  his  musket  at  her 
through  the  window,  killing  her  instantly.  Whether  it  was  an  act  of 
personal  malice  or  otherwise,  it  shocked  the  whole  American  people,  and 
rendered  the  British  name  more  execrable  than  ever. 

At  "  Liberty  Hall "  the  wife  and  daughters  of  Governor  Livingston  spent 
the  day  in  speechless  terror,  as  the  British  troops  passed  in  front  of 
their  residence,  and  they  could  hear  the  guns  and  see  the  flames  rising 
from  the  church  and  dwellings  at  Connecticut  Farms.  Late  in  the  even- 
ing some  British  officers  rushed  in  to  take  shelter  from  the  storm,  and 
finally  decided  to  remain  until  morning ;  thus  assured  of  safety,  the  family 
retired.  About  midnight  they  were  startled  by  a  sudden  commotion 
about  the  house,  caused  by  the  departure  of  the  officers  who  were  hurried 
off  by  unexpected  news.  Soon  afterward  a  band  of  drunken  or  vagabond 
hangers-on  to  the  army  broke  into  the  mansion,  swearing  they  would 
"  burn  down  the  rebel  house."  The  frightened  ladies  locked  themselves 
into  a  chamber,  but  their  whereabouts  were  quickly  discovered  and  the 
door  attacked.  As  it  was  likely  to  give  way  before  their  blows,  one  of 
the  governor's  daughters  resolutely  opened  it ;  a  ruf&an  grasped  her  arm, 
and  she  with  the  quickness  of  thought  seized  his  collar ;  at  that  instant 
a  flash  of  lightning  illumined  the  scene,  and  the  fellow  staggered  back 
in  a  scared  manner,  thinking  it  the  ghost  of  the  murdered  Mrs.  Caldwell 
whom  he  saw  before  him !  An  old  neighbor  was  presently  recognized 
among  the  men,  to  whom  the  ladies  appealed,  and  through  his  interven- 
tion the  house  was  cleared  of  the  marauders. 

^  Judge  John  Ogden  was  the  brother  of  Colonel  Josiah  Ogden,  who  founded  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Newark,  and  of  Rev.  Uzal  Ogden,  D.  D.,  its  first  rector.  He  was  the  son  of 
David  Ogden,  who  was  the  son  of  the  David  Ogden  who  married  Elizabeth  Swaine,  widow 
of  Josiah  Ward,  the  lady  whose  foot  first  rested  upon  Newark  soil  when  the  town  was  settled, 
himself  the  son  of  John  Ogden,  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  Elizabeth.  The  Ogdens  were 
among  the  most  wealthy  and  influential  families  of  New  Jersey,  but  were  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion of  independence.  Judge  David  Ogden  of  Newark,  who  had  recently  been  commis- 
sioned chief  justice  of  the  province  by  the  King,  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Caldwell's  father,  was  in 
New  York  with  his  family,  counseling  with  the  enemy,  and  retired  to  Nova  Scotia  at  the 
close  of  the  war. 
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The  governor  was  at  Trenton  at  the  time  of  the  invasion,  overwhehned 
with  public  duties  of  the  most  perplexing  character;  and,  aware  that 
Knyphausen  had  within  a  month  offered  large  inducements  for  his 
capture,  he  had  little  expectation  that  his  house  would  be  spared. 
The  enemy  remained  at  Elizabethtown  Point  waiting  for  Clinton,  who 
having  left  Lord  Cornwallis  in  command  of  South  Carolina,  with  instruc- 
tions to  invade  North  Carolina  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit,  was 
on  his  route  to  New  York.  Two  days  after  his  arrival  he  visited 
New  Jersey,  and  expressed  his  disapproval  of  the  movement  of  "^^ 
Knyphausen.  The  only  objects  sufficient  to  warrant  such  an  expedition 
were  the  stores  at  Morristown  and  the  capture  of  the  American  army. 
The  prospect  of  success  was  not  promising,  and  he  resolved  to  withdraw 
the  troops ;  but  he  chose  to  mask  his  retreat  by  a  feint,  and  to  give 
it  the  air  of  a  military  manoeuvre.  Washington,  discovering  that  a 
bridge  of  boats  to  Staten  Island  was  in  readiness  for  the  return  of  the 
British  army,  suspected  that  a  design  upon  West  Point  was  in  contem- 
plation, and  immediately  strengthened  his  forces  in  the  Highlands,  con- 
fiding the  post  at  Short  Hills  to  the  command  of  Greene.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  June  23d  the  British,  five  thousand  strong,  with  ten  or 
twenty  field-pieces,  swiftly  advanced  towards  Springfield.  They  ^^ 
reached  Connecticut  Farms  about  sunrise,  from  whence  they  diverged  in 
two  compact  columns,  one  by  a  circuitous  route  to  the  North  through 
Milburu,  the  other  directly  over  the  Rahway  River.  Major  Henry  Lee, 
with  his  dragoons,  supported  by  Colonel  Aaron  Ogden,  took  post  at 
Little's  Bridge  on  the  Vauxhall  road,  while  Colonel  Dayton,  aided  by 
Colonel  Angell,  opposed  the  left .  column.  There  was  a  sharp  contest 
at  both  points ;  the  right  column  was  compelled  to  ford  the  river  before 
it  could  drive  Lee  and  Ogden  from  their  position,  although  their  force 
was  small.  At  the  lower  bridge  the  left  column  was  held  in  check  for 
forty  minutes.  During  the  heat  of  the  battle  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell  galloped 
to  the  church  near  by,  and  brought  back  an  armful  of  psalm-books  to 
supply  the  men  with  wadding  for  their  firelocks,  exclaiming,  as  he  handed 
them  round,  "  Now  put  Watts  into  them,  boys  ! "  Greene's  command  was 
extended  over  the  mountains,  to  guard  the  different  passes,  and  he  hastily 
prepared  for  action.  The  enemy,  having  gained  the  village,  saw  little 
hope  of  proceeding  further,  and  while  manceuvring  with  their  cannon 
plundered  the  houses  and  burned  the  town.  The  church  and  nineteen 
dwelling-houses  were  destroyed.  Four  habitations  only  were  spared,  and 
those  were  occupied  by  their  wounded.  Then  they  retreated  with  almost 
as  much  celerity  as  they  had  advanced ;  the  militia,  maddened  by  the  sight 
of  their  burning  homes,  pursued  them  with  an  incessant  fire  the  whole 
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distance  to  Elizabethtown  Point.  They  immediately  crossed  to  Staten 
Island,  and  by  midnight  their  bridge  of  boats  was  removed. 

It  was  shortly  apparent  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  no  present  in- 
tention of  navigating  the  Hudson.  The  fleet  under  Admiral  Arbuthnot 
cast  anchor  in  Gardiner's  Bay.  Why  the  British  army,  twice  as  large  as 
its  adversary,  did  not  strike  some  grand  blow  puzzled  many  a  brain.  But 
Clinton  had  a  scheme  in  view  which  he  believed  would  end  the  war. 
Benedict  Arnold  had  been  in  his  pay  upwards  of  a  year,  and  at  specified 
rates  furnished  material  intelligence.  If  Benedict  Arnold  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  command  of  West  Point,  the  whole  American  army  could 
be  purchased  from  his  hand.  The  only  question  at  issue  was  that  of 
price.  Lord  Germain  was  cognizant  of  the  ignoble  plot,  and  promised 
that  all  expenses  would  be  cheerfully  defrayed.  He  wrote  to  Clinton  in 
September,  1779,  that  next  to  the  destruction  of  Washington's  army  the 
gaining  over  influential  officers  would  be  the  speediest  means  of  subduing 
the  rebellion. 

Meanwhile  two  important  events  occurred.  Congress,  regardless  of 
the  views  of  Washington,  placed  Gates  on  the  13th  of  June  in  command 
of  the  Southern  department;  and  the  French  fleet,  with  Eochambeau 
and  one  division  of  his  army,  entered  the  harbor  of  Newport  on  the  10th 
of  July.     Washington  took  post  at  Tappan,  opposite  Dobb's  Ferry. 

Clinton,  while  waiting  for  the  development  of  Arnold's  treachery,  made 
a  journey  by  land  to  Easthampton,  the  extreme  eastern  point  of  Long 
Island,  ostensibly  to  confer  with  the  Admiral  as  to  the  policy  of  an  attack 
upon  the  French  at  Ehode  Island,  but  in  reality  to  enjoy  a  few  weeks  of 
sportive  recreation.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  favorite  aide-de-camp. 
Major  Andr^,  and  several  officers  of  high  rank,  including  Lord  Percy  ^ 

^  Loi'd  Percy  was  Hugh,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  Baronet,  who  assumed  the 
surname  of  Percy  on  his  marriage  to  Lady  Elizabeth  Seymour,  only  child  of  the  Duke  of 
Somerset,  and  by  act  of  Parliament  was  created  Earl  Percy  and  Duke  of  Northumberland 
October  22,  1766.  Lord  Percy,  so  well  known  in  New  York,  became  in  1786  second  Duke 
of  Northumberland.  His  brother,  James  Smithson,  founded,  through  a  bequest  of  $515,169, 
the  Smithsonian  Institute  at  Washington,  for  the  "  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men"  ;  he  took  an  honorary  degree  at  Oxford  in  1786  (the  same  year  that  Hugh 
became  a  duke),  and  devoted  his  life  to  scholarship,  often  saying  that  his  name  would  outlive 
those  of  his  family  who  possessed  inherited  titles  and  honors  only.  The  Smithsons  were  of 
England's  proudest  nobility,  dating  back  to  the  eleventh  century,  holding  large  estates,  and 
conspicuous  in  all  the  generations  for  intellectual  strength.  The  titles  and  dignities  of 
Knight  and  Baronet  were  conferred  upon  Sir  Hugh  Smithson  in  1660.  The  first  Duke  of 
Northumberland  was  the  fourth  Baronet  in  the  direct  line.  Lord  Percy's  son  Hugh  became 
third  Duke  of  Northumberland  in  1817  ;  he  was  succeeded  as  fourth  Duke  by  his  brother 
Algernon,  the  late  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  in  1847.  The  present  Duke  of  Northumberland  is  a 
Smithson,  although  not  in  the  direct  descent  from  Lord  Percy,  and  his  galaxy  of  annorial 
bearings,  representing  the  distinguished  alliances  of  his  ancestry,  number  nearly  nine  hun- 
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and  Lord  Cathcart.  Sir  William  Erskine  was  in  command  of  Eastern 
Long  Island,  with  headquarters  at  Southampton,  but  Sir  Henry  and  his 
suite  were  billeted  upon  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  whose  mansion  at 
Easthampton  was  the  largest  and  finest  in  the  region ;  its  garret  had  a 
trap-door,  and  was  used  to  confine  prisoners.  The  chief  pastime  of  the 
party  was  deer-hunting. i  The  son  of  their  host,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Gardi- 
ner, surgeon  of  a  New  Hampshire  regiment,  came  home  on  a  furlough 
during  their  stay,  cutting  his  visit  short,  however,  when  he  discovered  the 
character  of  his  father's  guests.  The  family  thought  his  presence  their 
own  secret  until  the  morning  following  his  departure,  when  Major  Andre 
expressed  his  regret  at  not  having  been  able  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  young  surgeon,  as,  had  he  done  so,  duty  would  have  obliged  him  to 
cause  his  arrest  as  a  spy.  A  messenger  appeared  one  rainy  August 
morning  with  a  letter  from  Arnold,  and  before  noon  Sir  Henry  was  on 
his  route  to  the  city.  Andre,  upon  leaving,  exchanged  wineglasses  with 
Colonel  Gardiner,  taking  two  from  his  camp-chest,  and  receiving  two  from 
the  table  in  return.     These  mementos  are  still  preserved  by  the  family .2 

America  quivered  with  disappointment  as  the  summer  slipped  by 
without  military  movements.  Washington's  feeble  army  was  unprepared 
to  act  with  the  French  immediately  upon  their  arrival ;  and  the  second 
division  of  Rochambeau's  army  were  blockaded  by  the  British  at  Brest, 
and  unable  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  The  idle  troops  of  the  king  amused 
themselves  with  forays  into  the  country,  and  the  patriots  injured  the 
enemy  whenever  they  had  an  opportunity.  Now  and  then  daring 
exploits  were  planned  and  executed  for  the  relief  of  prisoners,  as  in  the 
case  of  General  Silliman  and  Judge  Jones,  the  historian.  The  former 
was  captured  by  a  party  of  refugees  at  his  house  in  Fairfield,  May,  1779, 
and  carried  to  New  York.  There  being  no  officer  in  possession  of  the 
Americans  whom  the  British  would  accept  in  exchange  for  Silliman,  a 
bold  and  successful  expedition  into  Long  Island  was  projected  in  No- 
vember for  the  capture  of  Judge  Jones,  who  was  residing  quietly  at  his 
country-seat,  at  Fort  Neck,  and  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Silli- 
man, thence  to  Middletown.     It  was  the  27th  of  April,  1780,  before  the 

died,  among  which  are  those  of  several  younger  branches  of  the  Eoyal  family  of  England,  the 
sovereign  houses  of  France,  Ca.stile,  Leon,  and  Scotland,  and  the  ducal  house  of  Normandy 
and  Brittany  —  heraldic  honors  almost  without  a  parallel. 

1  See  Vol.  I.  596. 

2  David  Gardiner,  the  grandson  of  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  was  several  years  in  public 
life  ;  he  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  gun  opposite  Mount  Vernon  in  1844,  while  on  a  pleas- 
ure-trip by  invitation  of  the  President.  Two  cabinet  ministers  and  three  other  distinguished 
gentlemen  were  instantly  killed  at  the  same  time,  and  the  six  were  buried  from  the  Execu- 
tive Mansion.  A  few  months  afterward  Julia,  the  beautiful  daughter  of  David  Gardiner,  was 
married  to  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States. 
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exchange  was  finally  effected,  and  both  gentlemen  restored  to  their  families. 
A  volume  might  be  filled  with  the  thrilling  incidents,  hair-breadth  es- 
capes, and  harrowing  trials  of  the  people  within  fifty  miles  of  the  metrop- 
olis during  this  period  of  inaction.  The  neutrals  suffered  more  if  possible 
than  the  violent  partisans,  being  persecuted  by  both  parties.  Washington's 
forces  were  changing  along  the  Hudson  like  a  kaleidoscope.  Baron  Steuben 
had  wrought  wonders.  Every  man  and  every  horse  knew  his  place  and 
his  duty.  Such  was  the  perfection  of  detail  in  the  regulations  that  the 
whole  army,  occupying  an  extent  of  several  miles,  could  be  put  in  motion 
and  take  up  the  line  of  march  in  less  than  an  hour.  The  season  was  sickly, 
great  dearth  of  food  was  frequent,  the  ranks  were  thin,  and  nearly  every 
man  had  a  grievance.  But  a  hopeful  spirit  was  maintained  through 
the  judicious  policy  of  Washington,  who,  whatever  his  forebodings,  never 
lost  self-command.  He  was  essentially  aided  by  Greene,  whose  character 
and  bearing  created  confidence  and  enthusiasm.  Lord  Stirling  was  an- 
other officer  whose  example  was  a  perpetual  source  of  strength  and  inspi- 
ration ;  the  troops  were  proud  of  his  martial  appearance,  and  boastfully 
compared  his  courtly  dignity  with  the  brusque  mannerism  of  many  for- 
eign generals,  although  the  laugh  occasionally  went  round  at  his  expense 
on  account  of  his  supposed  ambition  of  the  title  of  lordship ;  the  story 
was  told,  how,  at  the  execution  of  a  soldier  for  desertion,  the  poor  criminal 
called  out,  "  Lord,  have  mercy  on  me ! "  and  Stirling  responded  with 
warmth,  "  I  won't,  you  rascal !  I  won't  have  mercy  on  you."  The 
elegant  dragoons  of  Colonel  Henry  Lee  were  the  admiration  of  the  army ; 
not  England  herself  could  exhibit  a  better-disciplined,  more  stylishly 
equipped,  or  finer-looking  body  than  these  gallant  Virginians.  And  the 
lively  concern  evinced  by  the  French  affected  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
American  army  like  a  charm. 

Eager  expectation,  however,  succeeded  suddenly  to  deep  despondency. 
News  came  from  South  Carolina  early  in  September  that  Gates  had  been 
totally  defeated  on  the  19th  of  August  by  Lord  Cornwallis  in  a  general 
action  near  Camden,  with  the  loss  of  forty-eight  American  officers,  and 
that  the  brave  Baron  De  Kalb  had  been  killed  while  leading  the  Mary- 
land and  Delaware  troops  into  battle.  This  mortifying  disaster  opened 
the  eyes  of  Congress  at  last  to  the  fact  that  a  man  could  be  a  skillful 
intriguer  and  yet  no  soldier.  In  the  midst  of  the  general  sorrow  the 
army  paid  the  final  tribute  of  respect  to  the  amiable  and  popular  General 
Enoch  Poor,  who  had  died  of  fever.  On  the  17th  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  Lafayette  and  Hamilton,  left  headquarters  for  Hartford,  to 
meet  and  confer  with  Eochambeau  and  his  generals,  who  were  to  ride  to 
that  point  from  Rhode  Island.     Arnold  proceeded  in  his  barge  to  meet 
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Washington  at  King's  Ferry,  crossing  the  Hudson  in  full  view  of  the 
Vulture,  anchored  below.  He  was  in  possession  of  a  letter  concerning  the 
property  opposite  West  Point  which  had  been  confiscated  to  the  State  of 
New  York ;  and  he  urged  in  vain  for  permission  to  receive  an  agent  from 
Colonel  Beverley  Eobinson,  its  former  owner,  on  the  subject.  Hamilton 
said  it  was  strange  that  Eobinson  should  attempt  to  confer  with  a 
military  officer  upon  a  question  belonging  to  the  civil  authority  alone ! 
Lafayette  in  a  tone  of  pleasantry  asked  Arnold  to  ascertain  as  soon  as 
possible  —  since  he  was  in  correspondence  with  the  enemy  —  what  had 
become  of  the  French  squadron  so  anxiously  expected.  Had  Washing- 
ton consented  to  Arnold's  appeal,  the  conference  with  Andre  would  have 
been  conducted  under  a  flag  of  truce,  seemingly  authorized  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

No  event  in  modern  history  has  been  more  discussed  than  the  treason  of 
Benedict  Arnold.  The  character  of  the  man  who  could  deliberately  under- 
take to  destroy  the  life  of  a  nation  at  a  stipulated  price  is  a  curious  study. 
He  seems  to  have  possessed  exceptional  will-power,  unlimited  audacity, 
tolerable  acquirements,  an  excitable  imagination,  a  cold  heart,  inordinate 
selfishness,  singularly  captivating  manners,  great  personal  magnetism,  an 
irritable  temper,  and  a  cruel  disposition.  He  excelled  in  a  certain  order 
of  military  ability,  but  lacked  all  the  moral  qualities'-which  go  to  make 
the  hero.  His  patriotism  was  a  splendid  piece  of  deception  from  first  to 
last.  He  plunged  into  the  Kevolution  as  he  would  have  dashed  into  a 
jungle  for  game,  with  an  eye  to  the  rewards.  He  had  no  sense  of  duty 
or  military  honor.  He  was  capable  of  taking  the  most  solemn  oath  with 
the  full  intention  of  perjury  in  his  soul.  He  could  lead  brave  men  up  to 
the  cannon's  mouth  with  an  irresistible  fascination,  and  then  coolly  turn 
round  and  sell  them  bodily,  with  all  they  held  dear  on  earth,  to  the  enemy. 
The  plea  that  he  was  driven  to  the  perpetration  of  an  unpardonable  crime 
by  a  series  of  acts  of  injustice  has  no  basis  in  point  of  fact.  He  was 
angered  by  his  failure  to  extort  money  from  Congress  which  he  claimed 
as  his  due,  and  became  nearly  furious  when  charged  by  the  civil  author- 
ities of  Philadelphia  with  resorting  to  improper  means  to  obtain  money. 
But  under  the  assumption  of  injured  innocence  he  was  striving  to  hide 
an  already  maturing  criminal  scheme  of  overwhelming  magnitude.  Had 
he  ever  been  a  man  of  honor,  worthy  of  high  trusts,  no  wrongs  could  have 
driven  him  into  forgetfulness  of  the  supreme  sanctity  of  obligations.  A 
glimmer  of  the  blackness  of  his  nature  was  discernible  in  all  stages  of  his 
career,  and  now  he  was  to  make  his  final  plunge  into  everlasting  infamy. 

The  picture  of  Arnold  hastening  to  bring  about  the  comtemplated 
meeting  with  Andre   while  Washington  was   in  Hartford  is  one  of  the 
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most  dark  and  repulsive  of  the  Revolution.  The  preliminaries  were  all 
arranged ;  the  interview  was  to  close  the  bargain.  Arnold  had  intimated 
in  a  letter  to  Clinton,  August  30,  that  "  speculation  might  be  made  with 
ready  money."  At  midnight  of  the  21st,  Arnold  sat  upon  his  horse  among 
the  fir-trees  at  the  foot  of  a  shadowy  hill  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson, 
in  waiting  attitude.  A  boat  with  muffled  oars  approached  cautiously 
from  the  Vulture,  and  Andre  presently  stepped  forth,  wrapped  in  a  blue 
cloak.  Arnold  received  him  politely,  and  the  two  conversed  until  day- 
break. Their  business  not  being  completed,  they  rode  through  Haverstraw 
village  to  the  house  of  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  whose  family  were  absent. 
Here  they  concluded  arrangements.  Arnold  was  to  distribute  the 
^^  '  garrison  at  West  Point  in  such  a  manner  as  to  destroy  its  effi- 
ciency. Clinton  was  to  bring  his  army  to  the  siege  in  person,  and  it  was 
decided  in  what  manner  to  surprise  the  reinforcement  which  Washington 
would  doubtless  himself  conduct.  Arnold  returned  in  his  barge ;  while 
Andre,  with  sketches  of  the  routes  and  passes  which  were  to  be  left  un- 
guarded, together  with  a  plan  of  the  fortifications  of  West  Point,  and  the 
number  of  the  garrison,  cannon,  and  stores,  all  in  the  handwriting  of  Arnold, 
crossed  the  Hudson  at  King's  Ferry  in  the  night,  conducted  by  Smith, 
and  commenced  his  journey  to  New  York  by  land.  The  Vulture  had  been 
obliged  to  shift  her  anchorage  during  the  day  through  the  sharp  fire  of  a 
party  of  Americans  ;  thus  Smith  refused  to  risk  the  attempt  to  row  Andre 
back  to  the  sloop  of  war,  but  accompanied  him  on  horseback  as  far  as 
Pine's  Bridge  over  the  Croton  River.  About  an  hour  before  noon  on  the 
23d,  when  just  above  Tarrytown,  Andre  was  stopped  by  three  men,  and 
the  fatal  papers  were  discovered  in  his  stockings ;  despite  his  magnani- 
mous bids  for  release,  he  was  taken  to  North  Castle  and  delivered  to  the 
commandant  of  that  post,  who  was  induced  by  him  to  dispatch  an  ex- 
press to  Arnold  with  intelligence  of  his  capture. 

Washington,  returning  from  Hartford,  where  nothing  had  been  settled 
in  the  way  of  future  operations  for  lack  of  superiority  at  sea,  changed  his 
route  to  spend  the  night  in  Fishkill.  The  next  morning  he  was  in  the 
saddle  early,  and  sent  a  messenger  in  advance  to  inform  Mrs.  Arnold 
that  he  should  do  himself  the  pleasure  of  breakfasting  with  her.  When 
within  a  mile  of  "  Beverley,"  he  turned  aside  to  inspect  some  redoubts, 
two  of  the  aids  galloping  forward  to  the  house  with  a  message  from  him 
that  the  meal  should  not  be  delayed. 

Arnold  and  his  family  accordingly  gathered  at  the  breakfast-table. 
The  traitor  was  not  in  a  happy  mood.  Washington's  presence  sooner 
than  anticipated  was  inopportune,  to  say  the  least.  This  was  the  very 
day  for  the  ships  of  Clinton,  ready  and  waiting  for  Andre,  to  ascend  the 
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river.  Suddenly  a  horseman  rode  into  the  door-yard,  and  Arnold  received 
the  letter  with  information  of  Andre's  capture,  and  that  the  papers 
found  upon  his  person  had  been  forwarded  to  Washington  on  tlie  road 
from  Hartford.  Thus  the  mine  M^hich  Arnold  had  prepared  for  others 
was  about  to  explode  under  his  own  feet.  With  superlative  self-control 
he  remarked  that  he  had  been  summoned  to  West  Point,  beckoned  his 
wife  from  the  table  for  a  word  in  private,  ordered  the  messenger  to 
keep  silence,  on  pain  of  death,  and  leaping  upon  the  fellow's  horse 
dashed  down  the  slope  to  his  barge,  and  escaped.  The  communication 
had  missed  Washington  because  of  his  change  of  route,  but  he  received 
it  on  his  return  from  West  Point  later  in  the  morning.  The  revelation 
was  appalling.  Hamilton  was  sent  upon  a  fleet  horse  to  order  the  guns 
at  Verplanck's  Point  turned  upon  Arnold's  barge  ;  but  he  had  already 
passed  in  safety,  and  was  on  board  the  Vulture.  The  extent  of  the 
treason  being  unknown,  an  alarm  was  sounded  in  every  division  of  the 
army ;  at  three  o'clock  next  morning  Greene  held  the  entire  force  at  Tap- 
pan  in  waiting  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  An  unspeakable 
disgust  took  possession  of  the  American  soul  as  the  facts  came  to  light ; 
and  the  man  who  had  so  nearly  sold  for  a  paltry  sum  of  money  all  that 
had  been  won  through  labor  and  hardship,  through  blood  and  anguish, 
through  a  spirit  of  heroism  and  love  of  countr3^  superior  to  bribery  and 
corruption,  was  held  in  universal  detestation. 

Mrs.  Arnold  was  believed  innocent  of  any  knowledge  of  her  husband's 
crime  up  to  tlie  moment  of  his  flight,  and  treated  in  her  apparently  ago- 
nizing distress  with  the  utmost  consideration  by  Washington  and  his 
officers.  Within  a  few  days  she  was  furnished  with  a  passport  and  an 
escort  of  horse,  and  started  for  her  father's  house  in  Philadelphia.  She 
stopped  on  her  way  in  Paramus,  at  the  home  of  the  charming  Mrs.  Pre- 
vost,  afterwards  Mrs.  Aaron  Burr,  where  Colonel  Burr  was  at  the  time  a 
guest,  and  is  said  by  him  to  have  given  a  lively  narration  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  she  deceived  Washington,  Hamilton,  and  others,  and  per- 
sonated the  outraged  and  frantic  woman.  Colonel  Burr's  relations  with 
the  Shippen  family  had  been  of  the  most  intimate  character  from  child- 
hood, and  he  kept  Mrs.  Arnold's  secret  until  she  was  past  being  harmed 
by  the  telling  of  it. 

Major  Andr^  wrote  to  Washington  frankly  stating  that  he  was  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  British  army,  but  no  spy.  He  said  he  had  been 
drawn  into  a  snare,  not  intending  to  enter  the  American  lines.  But  a 
secret  midnight  mission  in  a  borrowed  garb  and  under  an  assumed  name, 
even  if  he  did  not  intend  to  subject  himself  to  danger,  was  not  according 
to  the  chivalry  of  modern  warfare.     He  was  ordered  to  "  Beverley,"  and 
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thence  conducted  by  Colonel  Tallniadge  to  Tappan,  where  on  the  29th  he 
was  tried  before  a  board  of  officers  consisting  of  Greene,  Lord  Stirling, 
St.  Clair,  Lafayette,  Steuben,  Howe,  Parsons,  James  Clinton,Glover, 
Sept.  29.  j^^Q,^^  Stark,  Hand,  Huntington,  and  John  Lawrence  —  the  judge 
advocate  general —  all  men  of  the  highest  character.  Upon  his  own  confes- 
sion, without  the  examination  of  a  witness,  and  after  showing  him  every 
indulgence,  this  tribunal  reported  that  he  was  in  effect  a  spy,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  war  in  all  countries  should  suffer  death.  On  the 
30th,  Washington  approved  the  sentence  and  ordered  it  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  solicited  Andre's  release  on  the  ground  of  his 
having  been  protected  by  "  a  flag  of  truce  and  passports,"  but  Washington 
inclosed  the  report  of  the  board  of  inquiry,  saying,  that  "  Major  Andre  was 
employed  in  the  execution  of  measures  very  foreign  to  flags  of  truce,  and 
such  as  they  were  never  meant  to  authorize."  Clinton  requested  a  con- 
ference, and  sent  General  Eobertson  and  two  civilians  to  Dobb's  Ferry, 
who  were  met  by  General  Greene  and  staff,  but  Eobertson  only  was 
allowed  to  land.  He  had  nothing  material  to  urge  except  that  Andre 
was  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  —  which  was  untrue,  Andre  having  come 
on  shore  in  the  night  on  business  totally  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 
of  a  flag  —  and  spoke  of  freeing  Andre  by  an  exchange.  Greene  replied 
that  Arnold,  then,  must  be  given  up.  Eobertson  absurdly  gave  Greene  an 
open  letter  from  Arnold,  filled  with  insolent  threats  of  retaliation  should 
Andre  suffer  death ;  this  was  conveyed  to  Washington,  but  ignored  with 
silent  contempt.  As  for  Andr^,  his  fate  excited  universal  commiseration. 
His  virtues  and  his  graces,  his  youth,  his  accomplishments,  his  high  posi- 
tion, and  his  engaging  manners  rendered  him  an  object  of  romantic  in- 
terest. Even  Washington  was  greatly  moved.  And  yet  Andre's  errand 
had  been  unmistakably  to  buy  with  gold  what  British  steel  could  not  con- 
quer ;  and  concealed  upon  his  person  had  been  found  the  means  through 
which  the  enormous  crime  was  speedily  to  have  been  consummated.  His 
execution  took  place  on  the  2d  of  October ;  and  the  general  verdict 
of  mankind  has  been  that  no  man  ever  suffered  death  with  more 
justice.  The  firmness  and  delicacy  with  which  he  was  treated  won  the 
respect  of  all  nations.  Thousands  of  pens  have  since  paid  tributes  to  his 
memory.  But  the  civilized  mind  should  have  a  care  about  confounding 
standards  of  character  and  conduct.  Andre's  mission  was  neither  heroic 
nor  reputable.     Honors  belong  to  other  enterprises  and  deeds. 

Arnold's  career  henceforward  was  a  living  death.  He  took  up  arms 
against  his  countrymen,  but  was  despised  and  neglected  by  all  true  Eng- 
lishmen. His  retribution  elicited  no  pity;  and  he  transmitted  to  his 
children  a  name  of  hateful  celebritv. 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton  shared  in  the  obloquy  attending  the  treasonable 
conspiracy.  He  wrote  in  anguish  of  spirit  to  Lord  Germain  :  "  Thus  ended 
this  proposed  plan,  from  which  I  had  conceived  such  great  hopes  and 
imagined  such  vast  consequences."  Germain  himself  lost  public  favor 
through  the  notoriety  of  the  affair,  and  the  Opposition  were  materially 
strengthened.  From  the  day  the  news  of  Arnold's  treason  reached  Par- 
liament the  war  increased  in  unpopularity  throughout  England. 

New  York,  the  key  to  the  continent,  which  had  hitherto  so  success- 
fully resisted  the  shock  of  armies,  and  had  now  narrowly  escaped  the 
consequences  of  insidious  operations  by  an  internal  foe  in  league  with  a 
powerful  foreign  enemy,  was  to  taste  still  further  the  bitter  fruits  of 
war.  The  work  of  blood  recommenced  on  a  gigantic  scale  within  her 
northern,  central,  and  western  borders.  What  her  people  suffered  the 
world  can  never  know.  The  Tories,  who  had  no  future  except  revenge, 
and  the  Indians,  who  were  fighting  for  their  hunting-grounds,  marched 
without  baggage  by  secret  paths,  never  knowing  fatigue  or  wanting  for 
ammunition.  Canada  and  the  British  forts  proved  unfailing  arsenals, 
and  this  terrible  enemy  inflicted  calamities  from  the  recital  of  which 
humanity  recoils ;  they  could  at  any  moment  retreat  into  the  illimitable 
forests,  every  foot  of  which  was  familiar  ground.  A  sudden  irruption 
from  the  north,  and  the  two  forts,  Anne  and  George,  were  captured.  At 
the  same  time  Sir  John  Johnson,  with  Brandt  and  a  half-savage  force, 
laid  waste  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Mohawk.  He  was  defeated  by  Gen- 
eral Van  Kensselaer  just  as  Governor  Clinton  arrived  on  the  scene  at  the 
head  of  the  New  York  militia.  General  James  Clinton  was  soon  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Northern  department.  For  the  next  two 
years  the  records  of  New  York  were  stained  with  fire  and  blood ;  whole 
families  and  villages  were  sometimes  swept  away  in  a  night.  Again  and 
again  were  the  enemy  driven  from  the  soil  by  the  resolute  militia ;  but 
discipline  and  skill  were  powerless  to  protect  the  inhabitants. 

Before  the  year  closed  Greene,  in  whom  Washington  reposed  implicit 
confidence,  succeeded  Gates  in  command  at  the  South,  where  Cornwallis 
had  established  a  reign  of  terror.  About  the  same  time  Major  Tallmadge, 
with  eighty  dismounted  dragoons,  crossed  the  Sound  from  Fairfield,  Con- 
necticut, in  the  night,  marched  across  Long  Island  to  Fort  St.  ^^^  ^ 
George,  at  Coram,  surprised  and  captured  the  garrison,  number- 
ing fifty-four  men,  demolished  the  fortress,  burned  two  armed  vessels, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  hay  and  stores,  and  returned  to  Fairfield  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man.  Early  in  December  log  huts  once  more  rose 
all  through  the  mountains  around  New  York  City,  except  on  the  side 
towards  the  sea;   the  Pennsylvania  troops  were  cantoned  near  Morris- 
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town ;  the  New  Jersey  line  about  Pompton ;  the  New  England  divisions 
at  Tappan,  in  the  Highlands,  and  near  the  Connecticut  shore;  and  the 
New-Yorkers  at  the  points  of  greatest  danger,  the  exposed  country  near 
Albany,  Saratoga,  and  on  the  Mohawk. 

No  sooner  was  shelter  provided  for  the  army  than  difficulties  culmi- 
nated. Men  shivering  in  the  woods  back  of  West  Point  were  obliged  to 
bring  fuel  on  their  backs  from  a  place  a  mile  distant,  while  on  half-allow- 
ance of  bread  and  entirely  without  rum  ;  and  they  had  not  been  paid  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  mouths.  Thatcher  wrote,  December  10 :  "  For  three 
days  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  food  enough  to  appease  my 
appetite ;  we  are  threatened  with  starvation."  Lafayette  said :  "  No 
European  army  would  suffer  the  tenth  part  of  what  the  American  troops 
suffer.  It  takes  citizens  to  support  hunger,  nakedness,  toil,  and  the  total 
want  of  pay."  Glover  appealed  to  Massachusetts,  December  11:  "It  is 
now  four  days  since  your  line  of  the  army  has  eaten  one  mouthful  of 
bread.  We  have  no  money,  nor  will  anybody  trust  us."  The  same 
startling  cry  arose  from  all  quarters.  Congress  had  tried  every  expedient ; 
but  Congress  had  no  powers  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  war.  Washing- 
ton knew  this,  and  urged  for  a  stronger  system  of  government.  Hamil- 
ton, uncontrolled  by  inherited  attachments  for  any  one  State,  drinking 
from  the  fountain  of  Washington's  ideas,  and  possessing  creative  powers, 
the  habit  of  severe  reflection,  and  the  quick  impulses  as  well  as  the  arro- 
gance of  youth,  took  the  field  as  the  maker  of  a  national  constitution, 
and  wrote  to  Duane  of  New  York,  in  Congress,  vigorously  asserting  the 
1781.  necessity  of  a  confederation.  On  the  first  day  of  January  the 
Jan.  1.  complication  of  distresses  resulted  in  open  mutiny  among  the  sol- 
diers at  Morristown.  A  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  under  the  lead  of 
non-commissioned  officers,  marched  with  six  field-pieces  to  Princeton, 
threatening  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  exact  redress  from  Congress. 
Wayne  endeavored  to  pacify  them,  and  Eeed,  president  of  Pennsylvania, 
repaired  to  the  spot,  taking  cognizance  of  their  grievances.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  was  quick  to  dispatch  emissaries  to  the  mutineers,  with  tempting 
offers,  promising  to  pay  all  arrears  due  them  from  Congress  in  cash,  with- 
out exacting  military  service  in  return,  if  they  would  come  to  him ;  but, 
resenting  the  imputation  of  being  Arnolds,  they  delivered  up  his  messen- 
gers to  be  tried  and  hanged  as  spies.  Other  troops  were  inclined  to 
mutiny,  after  the  example  of  the  Pennsylvanians,  but  Washington  inter- 
posed ;  a  detachment  of  Massachusetts  men  marched  over  mountain 
roads  through  deep  snows,  and  suppressed  the  incipient  insurrection. 

Doubts,  fears,  and  divided  opinions  in  Congress  delayed  every  pro- 
posed change  in  the  manner  of  transacting  national  business.      Com- 
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mittees,  however,  were  found  to  be  irresponsible  bodies,  and  a  partial 
remedy  for  existing  evils  was  supplied  before  spring  by  the  creation  of 
departments.  The  important  ottice  of  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  fell  to 
the  gifted  Eobert  R.  Livingston,  Chancellor  of  New  York,  who  executed 
its  novel  duties  with  dignity  and  ability  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Robert  Morris  was  unanimously  elected  Superintendent  of  Finance;  and 
one  of  his  tirst  acts  was  to  appoint  Gouverneur  Morris,  of  New  York, 
Assistant  Financier,  who  served  in  that  capacity  three  years  and  a  half 
Meanwhile  John  Laurens,  the  hero  of  many  a  deed  of  valor,  was  sent 
on  a  special  mission  to  negotiate  a  loan  from  France.  His  father,  Henry 
Laurens,  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  the  vessel  on  which  he 
sailed  the  preceding  August,  for  the  purpose  of  maturing  a  commercial 
treaty  with  Holland,  having  been  taken  by  the  British ;  his  diplomatic 
and  official  papers  were  thrown  overboard,  but  rescued  from  the  water ; 
and  as  they  revealed  to  Great  Britain  a  private  correspondence  in  progress 
between  Holland  and  the  United  States,  the  result  of  their  capture  was 
a  declaration  of  war  against  Holland,  the  ally  of  a  century. 

A  correspondence  was  maintained  between  David  Hartley  and  Dr. 
Franklin  during  the  whole  struggle.  Both  heartily  desired  peace.  Not 
only  their  aims,  but  their  motives,  reasonings,  and  generous  sentiments 
harmonized,  and  both  fully  realized  that  they  were  dealing  with  events 
around  which  clustered  the  profoundest  emotions  and  intensest  passions 
of  human  nature.  Hartley  acted  as  a  mediator,  and  with  such  rare  dis- 
cretion as  to  exert  a  marked  influence  upon  the  issue  of  the  conflict. 
"  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  feel  pulses  for  some  months,  but  all  is 
dumb  show,"  he  wrote  to  Franklin  in  April,  1779.  And  yet  he  was 
successful  during  the  same  month  in  obtaining  consent  from  Lord  North 
to  make  a  mediatorial  proposition,  as  a  private  person,  which  might  serve 
as  a  basis  for  future  negotiations.  Lord  North  thought  Franklin  would 
not  express  his  mind  freely  under  such  circumstances ;  but  Hartley  said 
"  it  was  possible  for  Dr.  Franklin  to  consider  him  (Hartley)  a  depot  of 
any  communications  which  might  tend  from  time  to  time  to  facilitate 
the  terms  of  peace."  He  feared  no  misapprehension.  His  proposal  was 
a  truce.  Franklin  wrote  that  if  the  truce  was  practicable  and  the  peace 
not,  he  should  favor  it,  provided  the  French  approved ;  but  only  on  mo- 
tives of  humanity  —  to  obviate  the  evils  men  inflict  on  men  in  time  of 
war  —  being  persuaded  that  America  was  disposed  "  to  continue  the  war 
till  England  should  be  reduced  to  that  perfect  impotence  of  mischief 
which  alone  could  prevail  with  her  to  let  other  nations  enjoy  "  Peace,  Lib- 
erty, and  Safety."  Hartley  replied :  "  If  the  flames  of  war  can  be  but 
once  extinguished,  does  not  the  Atlantic  Ocean  contain  cold  water  enough 
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to  prevent  their  bursting  out  again  ? "  He  argued  that  confidence  must 
exist  somewhere  before  the  nation  could  be  extricated  from  the  evils 
attendant  upon  its  national  disputes,  and  warmly  assured  Franklin  that 
"  no  fallacious  offers  of  insincerity,  nor  any  pretext  for  covering  secret 
designs  or  for  obtaining  unfair  advantage,  should  ever  pass  through  his 
hands." 

By  no  means  less  than  these  hidden  workings  of  a  peace-making  spirit, 
potent  influences  of  a  contrary  character  tended  to  the  same  end.  Elated 
with  the  conquering  progress  of  Cornwallis  in  the  Carolinas,  the  Ministry 
encouraged  harsh  punishments,  and  commended  the  transformation  of 
military  legions  into  housebreakers  and  assassins.  The  youth  and  man- 
hood of  the  South  grew  every  day  more  defiant  under  the  scourge.  Bands 
of  well-mounted  horsemen  confounded  Cornwallis,  springing  up  silently 
in  the  very  districts  he  had  thought  subdued.  January  was  marked  by 
the  famous  victory  of  Morgan  at  the  Cowpens.  February  brought 
^"  '  the  disagreeable  conviction  to  the  mind  of  Cornwallis  that  he  was 
being  outgeneralled  in  some  inexplicable  manner.  March  was  signalized 
by  the  desperate  battle  at  Guilford  Court  House,  which,  without  defeat- 
ing, weakened  Cornwallis,  and  proved  the  singular  capacity  of  Greene 
for  the  execution  of  great  plans.  April  found  Cornwallis  moving  into 
Virginia,  and  Greene  carrying  out  the  daring  policy  of  marching  to  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  May  brought  tidings  to  Cornwallis  of  the  loss  of 
several  Southern  forts  through  a  series  of  vigorous  operations  under 
Henry  Lee's  invincible  dragoons,  in  conjunction  with  Marion,  Sumter, 
and  Pickens ;  and,  sick  at  heart,  he  could  not  fail  to  see  that  his  high- 
handed work  of  the  last  year  was  being  rapidly  undone. 

New  York  was  in  dismay.  Numbers  of  her  brave  sons  were  serving 
the  king  at  the  South,  fighting  his  battles,  whether  just  or  unjust.  The 
garrison  of  Ninety-Six,  composed  of  New-Yorkers  and  New-Jerseymen, 
was  commanded  by  John  Harris  Cruger,  whose  beautiful  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Oliver  De  Lancey,  lived  in  the  fort  and  fared  as  the  soldiers 
did.  The  army  of  Greene  ominously  increased  ;  the  militia  flocked  in, 
eager  to  drive  the  hated  foe  from  the  land.  But  while  New  York  was 
seriously  affected  by  exciting  events  elsewhere,  her  chief  fears  were  for 
her  own  fair  island.  Threatening  storms  hung  in  every  part  of  the 
horizon.  Eumors  of  a  French  fleet  on  the  ocean  under  Count  De 
Grasse,  and  an  interview  between  Washington  and  Eochambeau 
at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  intensified  the  general  belief  that  the  city 
was  to  be  attacked.  Clinton  hastened  to  erect  forts  and  batteries.  He 
had  forwarded  detachments  to  co-operate  with  CornwalUs  in  Virginia,  but, 
deceived  by  letters  written  to  be  intercepted,  he  recalled  them  for  the 
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defense  of  New  York.  Cornwallis  remonstrated  against  their  departure, 
having  abeady  felt  the  stings  of  Steuben,  Lafayette,  and  Wayne  —  sent 
by  Washington  to  the  State  which  had  generously  parted  with  her  own 
gallant  soldiery  for  the  defense  of  other  States  beyond  —  and  a  significant 
letter  from  Lord  Germain,  applauding  Cornwallis,  and  expressing  the 
king's  faith  in  the  Virginia  campaign,  induced  Clinton  to  direct  the 
troops  to  remain  after  they  had  actually  embarked.  But  he  sent  no  more 
to  Virginia.  Early  in  July  Washington  suddenly  encamped  at 
Dobb's  Ferry.  The  next  morning  a  portion  of  liis  army  appeared 
for  a  short  season  on  the  heights  above  Kingsbridge.  On  the  6th,  the 
French  army  reached  Dobb's  Ferry  from  Newport. 

For  seven  long  summer  weeks  New  York  tossed  in  a  tempest  of 
perpetual  apprehension.  A  series  of  feints  kept  the  British  on  the  alert. 
Five  thousand  American  and  French  troops  paraded,  July  22,  on  the 
heights  north  of  Harlem  Eiver,  their  arms  flashing  in  the  morning  sun- 
shine, the  French  in  white  broadcloth  uniforms  trimmed  with  green,  and 
the  flags  of  both  nations  unfolded  to  the  breeze.  Scouring-parties  cleared 
the  roads  and  menaced  the  outer  posts  of  the  enemy,  while  Washington 
and  Eochambeau,  attended  by  numerous  officers,  a  corps  of  engineers, 
and  an  escort  of  dragoons,  deliberately  reconnoitered  the  works  on  the 
northern  part  of  Manhattan  Island,  from  the  main,  as  far  as  the  Sound, 
making  notes  and  diagrams.  The  two  commanders  dined  on  the  23d  at 
the  Van  Cortlandt  Mansion,^  and  returned  in  the  night  to  Dobb's  Ferry, 
withdrawing  their  forces  from  the  region  of  Harlem  Eiver,  having  effected 
the  object  of  the  expedition.  Clinton  felt  assured  that  Washington  con- 
templated a  blow  at  Staten  Island,  the  possession  of  which  in  connection 
with  a  strong  French  naval  force  would  greatly  facilitate  the  operations 
of  a  siege ;  he  therefore  employed  men  night  and  day  upon  fortifications 
for  its  defense.  On  the  15th  of  August,  Washington  inspected 
the  whole  length  of  Manhattan  from  the  heights  on  the  Jersey 
shore  of  the  Hudson,  accompanied  by  Eochambeau,  the  Marquis  de 
ChasteUux,  and  a  troop  of  generals  and  distinguished  gentlemen.  He 
rode  one  of  the  fine  blood  horses  presented  him  by  the  State  of  Virginia, 
a  beautiful  animal  which  he  had  himself  trained  to  leap  the  highest 
barriers ;  and  the  skiU  with  which  he  overcame  the  seemingly  impassable 
physical  peculiarities  of  the  rough  surface  of  the  Palisades  was  the  won- 
der and  admiration  of  the  French  noblemen.  "He  usually,"  writes 
Chastellux,  "  rode  very  fast,  without  rising  in  his  stirrup,  bearing  on  the 
bridle,  or  suffering  his  horse  to  run  as  if  wild." 

Viewing  the  half-ruined  city  of  New  York  in  the  distance,  Washington 

1  For  sketch  of  Van  Cortlandt  Mansion  at  Kingsbridge  (built  in  1748),  see  Vol.  I.  697. 
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decided  as  well  aud  wisely  the  course  which  would  best  contribute  to  her 
future  greatness,  as  he  could  have  done  had  he  fully  foreseen  the  glories 
of  the  coming  century.  He  would  conquer  her  captors,  but  in  quite 
another  latitude.  He  ordered  extensive  encampments  marked  out,  ovens 
erected  for  baking  bread,  forage  and  boats  collected  in  the  recesses  along 
the  wall  of  rocks,  and  fictitious  communications  circulated  to  deceive  and 
bewilder  his  own  army  as  well  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  "  Our  situation," 
writes  Thatcher,  "  reminds  me  of  some  theatrical  exhibition,  where  the 
interest  and  expectations  of  the  spectators  are  continually  increasing,  aud 
where  curiosity  is  wrought  to  the  highest  pitch." 

The  signal  ability  with  which  Washington  afforded  effectual  relief  to 
both  New  York  and  Virginia  might  well  excite  the  applause  of  mankind. 
Cornwallis  had  during  the  first  week  in  August  transferred  his  whole 
force  to  Yorktown,  a  small  village  upon  an  elevation  some  ninety  feet 
above  tide-water,  with  a  level  plain  of  several  hundred  acres  on  one  side 
and  a  bay  upon  the  other  where  the  ships  of  the  line  might  ride  in  safety. 

Lafayette,  eight  miles  dis- 
tant, with  a  meager  force, 
wrote  to  Vergennes :  "  In 
pursuance  of  the  immense 
plan  of  his  court,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis left  the  two  Carolinas 
exposed,  and  General  Greene 
has  largely  profited  by  it. 
He  now  is  at  York,  a  very 
advantageous  place  for  one 
who  has  the  maritime  su- 
periority. If  by  any  chance 
that  superiority  should  be- 
come ours,  our  little  army 
will  participate  in  successes 
which  will  compensate  it 
for  a  long  and  fatiguing 
campaign."  At  the  instance 
of  Washington,  De  Grasse 
with  twenty-eight  ships  of 
Lafayette.  the   line,  and   nearly   four 

thousand  land  troops  from  the  West  Indies,  entered  the  Chesapeake  and 
blocked  up  the  York  River.  The  situation  of  Cornwallis  became  at  once 
perilous,  and  Clinton,  with  a  force  variously  estimated  —  not  less  than 
eighteen  thousand  —  could  send  him  no  aid,  because  of  the  confidently 
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anticipated  siege  of  New  York.     While  De  Grasse  was  casting  anchor 
Washington    broke   up  his   encampment   at  Dobb's  Ferry,  and,  dexter- 
ously throwing  out  detachments  to  worry  New  York  and  Staten 
Island,  crossed  the  Hudson  with  the  allied  armies,  and  marched  ^'^^'  ^^' 
by  two  routes  rapidly  through  New  Jersey. 

Tt  was  a  masterly  manoeuvre.  The  delight  of  the  French  was  un- 
bounded. The  ofticers  under  Eochambeau  were  chiefly  young  men  of 
rank  to  whom  the  service  in  America  was  romance.  To  overcome  the 
reluctance  which  Northerners  might  feel  as  to  marching  under  the  burn- 
ing skies  of  Virginia  in  the  hottest  season  of  the  year,  Washington  had 
promised  each  man  a  half-month's  pay  in  hard  money,  having  borrowed 
of  Eochambeau  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  coin,  which  Eobert  Morris 
was  to  repay  by  the  1st  of  October.  The  30th  was  a  high  day  in 
Philadelphia.  About  noon  Washington  and  his  retinue,  including  ^'^^^' 
the  French  generals,  entered  the  city  and  rode  to  the  residence  of  Eobert 
Morris,  amid  the  wildest  cheers  of  an  enthusiastic  multitude  upon  the 
streets.  In  the  evening  Philadelphia  was  illuminated.  The  next  day  John 
Laurens  came  by  way  of  Boston  from  his  mission  to  France.  He  brought 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  livres  in  cash,  being  part  of  a  subsidy  of  six 
millions  of  livres  granted  by  the  French  king.  On  the  2d  of 
September  the  American  troops  passed  through  Philadelphia,  the  ^^ 
column  extending  two  miles.  On  the  3d  the  French  troops,  dressed  with 
scrupulous  elegance  as  if  for  a  holiday  parade,  followed  in  their  footsteps, 
marching  "in  single  file  before  the  Congress,  and  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
Minister  from  the  Court  of  France."  News  of  the  presence  of  De 
Grasse  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  that  three  thousand  men  had  landed  and 
joined  the  forces  of  Lafayette,  reached  Philadelphia  the  same  day,  creat- 
ing a  whirlwind  of  joyous  excitement. 

The  chagrin  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  beyond  expression.  Washing- 
ton's army  had  crossed  the  Delaware  before  the  truth  broke  on  his  mind. 
He  was  accused  of  stupidity,  ignorance,  irresolution,  indecision,  and 
cowardice,  in  thus  having  allowed  an  enemy  to  walk  away  without 
molestation.  No  one  ventured  to  criticise  his  conduct  with  greater  free- 
dom than  Arnold,  the  traitor,  who,  when  sent  upon  an  expedition  to 
Virginia  in  January,  had  been  attended  by  two  officers,  authorized  jointly 
to  supersede  him  and  put  him  in  arrest  "  if  they  suspected  him  of  any 
sinister  intent."  He  was  pacified  with  the  command  of  an  idle  and  dis- 
gracefid  expedition  to  New  London  which  had  lijttle  bearing  upon  the  grave 
question  at  issue.  Its  object  was  to  plunder  and  destroy.  Arnold  was 
the  man  above  all  others  capable  of  insulting  his  native  State  by  the  wan- 
ton desolation  of  a  thriving  town  only  Iburteen  miles  from  the  place  of  his 
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birth.     With  a  considerable  fleet,  and  a  force  of  two  thousand  infantry 
and  three  hundred  dragoons,  chiefly  Tories  and  Hessians,  lie  sailed  from 
New  York,  and  entered  New  London  harbor  on  the  6th.     Forts 
Sept  6.  Qj,^g.^Q2(j  Q^^  Trumbull  were  stormed,  taken,  and  dismantled.    Colo- 
nel Ledyard,  who  gallantly  defended  the  former  for  some  forty  minutes, 
was  thrust  through  with  his  own  sword  after  he  had  surrendered  it  to  the 
British  officer  in  command.     The  garrison  received  no  quarter ;  seventy- 
three  men  were  slain  in  cold  blood,  and  thirty  or  more  severely  wounded. 
The  town  was  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  its  inhabitants  ruined.     Arnold 
returned  to  New  York  from  this  inglorious  achievement  enriched  with 
the  spoils.     It  was  his  final  appearance  on  the  stage  of  American  affairs. 
The  very  day  that  New  London  was  in  flames,  Washington,  from  the 
Head  of  Elk,  was  writing  to  De  Grasse  relative  to  the  prospective  capture 
of  Cornwallis.     Two  days  later,  while  Baltimore  was  celebrating 
the  arrival  of  Washington  in  that  city,  Greene  was  fighting  the 
bloody  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs,  which  prostrated  the  British  power  in- 
South  Carolina.     On  the  9th,  Washington  rode  from  Baltimore  to  Mount 
Vernon,  his  beautiful  home  on  the  Potomac,  which  he  had  not  seen  in 
si.K  years.     He  remained  there  two  days  dispensing  hospitalities  to  the 
illustrious  generals  of  two  nations  with  courtly  grace.     On  the 
^^ '    '  14th  he  arrived  at  Williamsburg,  twelve   miles  from  Yorktown, 
where   he   was   welcomed   by   Lafayette.     Energetic   preparations   were 
made  without  delay,  and  the  combined  armies  marched  on  the  28th  from 
Williamsburg,  encamping  in  the  evening  within  two  miles  of  Yorktown. 
By  the  first  of  October  the  line  of  besiegers  formed  a  semicircle,  each 
end  resting  on  the  river ;  thus  the  investment  of  Yorktown  by  land  was 
complete.      On   the   dark   and   tempestuous    night    of    the    5th 
trenches   were   opened   with   great    secrecy   six    hundred    yards 
from  the  works  of  Cornwallis  —  the  Americans  working  on  the  right,  the 
French  on  the  left  —  the  whole  force  commanded  by  General  Lincoln, 
whose  most  efficient  aide-de-camp  was  Matthew  Clarkson  of  New  York. 
Within  three  days  the  parallel  nearly  two  miles  long  was  completed, 
under  a  perpetual  and  heavj'  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  enemy  ;  not 
until  the  9th,  in  the  evening,  were  the  American  batteries  in  readiness  to 
reply,  after  which  the  cannonading  upon  both  sides  was  incessant.     On 
the  11th  the  second  parallel  was  commenced,  three  hundred  yards  only 
from  the  British  works.     Two  advanced  redoubts  in  the  way  of  its  prog- 
ress were  stormed  on  the  14th ;  Hamilton,  who  had  retired  from 
the  private  service  of  Washington  and  was  now  in  command  of  a 
New  York  battalion,  conducted  the  assault  upon  one  of  these,  and  Lafay- 
ette that  upon  the  other.     Both  were  successful.     Nicholas  Fish,  major 
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of  a  regiment  under  Hamilton,  led  the  advancing  party  with  marvelous 
celerity.  He  excelled  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  every  movement  was  exe- 
cuted with  fidelity  and  precision.  Olney,  of  Providence,  guided  the  first 
platoon  of  Gimat's  battalion  over  the  abatis.  Hamilton  placed  one  foot 
upon  the  shoulder  of  a  soldier,  who  knelt  for  the  purpose,  and  leaped  upon 
the  parapet.  John  Laurens,  leading  one  of  the  columns,  was  among 
the  foremost  to  enter  the  redoubt,  making  prisoner  of  its  commanding 
officer.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  British  did  not  exceed  eight,  as 
the  victors  recoiled  from  imitating  the  barbarous  precedents  of  the  enemy. 
Not  a  man  was  killed  or  injured  after  he  ceased  to  resist.  Hamilton 
won  conspicuous  honor  for  his  talents,  gallantry,  and  humanity.  The 
French  carried  the  other  redoubt  at  the  same  moment ;  but,  moving  by 
rule  and  less  swiftly,  lost  more  men  than  did  the  Americans  in  their 
headlong  attack. 

The  next  day  Cornwallis  wrote  to  Clinton,  "  My  situation  now  becomes 
very  critical."  By  the  16th  he  was  in  despair,  and  made  a  bold  and 
desperate  effort  to  escape  with  his  army,  which  was  frustrated  by  a  storm 
of  wind  and  rain.  At  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
just  four  years  after  the  memorable  surrender  of  Bm-goyne  at 
Saratoga,  Cornwallis  sent  a  flag  to  Washington  proposing  to  capitulate. 
The  terms  settled  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  were 
the  same  as  those  which  had  been  imposed  upon  Lincoln  at  Charleston, 
and  in  accordance  with  arrangements  in  the  allied  camp,  Lincoln  received 
the  submission  of  the  army  of  Cornwallis  precisely  in  the  manner  in 
which  his  own  had  been  received  on  the  surrender  of  Charleston.  The 
final  ceremonies  of  the  famous  event  occurred  October  19. 

The  effect  was  dazzling.  The  joyful  tidings  traveled  with  the  speed 
of  a  typhoon.  The  suddenness  of  the  transaction  bewildered  human 
imagination.  The  public  mind  hesitated  about  acce]3ting  as  truth  a  story 
bearing  such  singular  resemblance  to  fiction.  Cornwallis  was  known  as 
one  of  the  most  determined  enemies  of  America,  as  well  as  a  general  of 
surpassing  abilities,  and  it  seemed  incredible  that  he  should  have  been 
captured,  with  an  entire  army  numbering  over  seven  thousand  trained 
soldiers.  The  successive  steps,  lieginning  with  the  military  manoeuvres 
about  New  York  City  to  prevent  Clinton  from  sending  aid  to  Cornwallis, 
and  extending  to  the  complete  investment  of  Yorktown,  were  taken  with 
such  rapidity  and  sound  judgment,  and  all  the  combinations  were  so 
skillfully  arranged,  that  Washington  was  enveloped  in  a  blaze  of  glory. 

Intelligence  of  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis  thrilled  France  Novem- 
ber 19.     It  reached  London  on  Sunday,  the  25th.     Lord  Germain 
was  the  first  to  receive  and  read  the  dispatch  ;  Lord  Walsingham, 
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Under  Secretary  of  State,  being  present,  the  twcr  entered  a  hackney-coacli 
to  save  time,  and  drove  to  the  house  of  Lord  Stormont  —  the  Cabinet 
Minister  who  "  would  hold  no  intercourse  with  rebels  unless  they  came 
to  implore  his  Majesty's  mercy";  he  joined  them  in  the  coach,  and 
the  three  proceeded  rapidly  to  the  residence  of  Lord  North.  The  prime 
minister  received  the  news,  said  Germain,  "as  he  would  have  taken  a 
ball  in  the  breast."  He  threw  his  arms  apart.  He  paced  wildly  up  and 
down  the  room  in  the  greatest  agitation,  exclaiming,  "  It  is  all  over  \  It 
is  all  over  !  " 

Parliament  assembled  on  Tuesday.  The  speech  of  the  king  was  con- 
fused, but  he  still  insisted  on  prosecuting  the  war.  In  the  debates 
^"'''  ^'  that  foUowed  Fox,  Burke,  Sheridan,  the  youthful  William  Pitt, 
and  others  assailed  the  Ministry  and  the  war,  as  no  ministry  had  ever 
before  or  has  ever  since  been  assailed.  The  city  of  London  entreated 
the  king  to  end  hostilities;  and  public  meetings  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  expressed  the  same  wish.  Resolutions  offered  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  war  were  lost  in  the  House  by  a  small  majority. 
Lord  Germain  was  compelled,  however,  to  retire  from  the  Cabinet. 
The  rigor  with  which  Laurens  was  treated  in  the  Tower  was  condemned 
in  sharp  language  by  the  Opposition.  Finally,  news  came  that  the  son 
of  Laurens  was  the  custodian  of  Cornwallis  in  America,  and  that  his 
treatment  of  the  humiliated  lord  was  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  his 
father  experienced,  locked  in  the  very  prison  of  which  Cornwallis  was 
governor.  From  that  hour  severities  were  transformed  into  civilities  ; 
and  on  the  last  day  of  December,  with  health  greatly  impaired,  the  ex- 
President  of  the  American  Congress  was  taken  from  the  Tower  in  a  sedan 
chair,  and  was  henceforth  a  free  man. 

The   new    year   dawned   upon    a    stubborn   monarch.      George   III. 
threatened  to  relinquish  his  crown  rather  than  change  his  Ameri- 
can policy.     His   party  was  falling  off,  nevertheless.     February 
was  a  memorable  month  in  Parliament.     On  the  28th,  Conway's  motion 
against  any  further   attempt  to  reduce  the  colonies  was  carried, 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  a  majority  of  nineteen.     Burke 
wrote  to  Franklin  that  it  was  the  declaration  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  members,  and  the  opinion,  he  believed,  of  the  whole  house.     "No 
sooner   was  the  result   known,"  says  Wraxall,  "than  the   acclamations 
pierced  the  roof,  and  might  have  been  heard  in  Westminster  Hall." 

The  popular  cry  at  once  turned  against  Lord  North.  He  was  accused 
of  having  shown  himself  void  of  every  principle  of  honor  and  honesty. 
Fox  said  persons  were  already  in  Europe  fuUy  empowered  to  treat  for  a 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  but  no  progress  could  be  made, 
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because  the  Minister  was  "  treacherous,  vacillating  and  incapable." 
North  denied  the  statement  that  he  was  averse  to  peace,  and  referred  to 
the  informal  negotiations  he  had  countenanced  between  Hartley  and 
Franklin.  He  was  met  with  the  scornful  response  that  during  the  period 
of  those  negotiations  he  had  destroyed  the  confidence  of  Franklin  by 
tampering  with  France  in  an  underhanded  manner,  asking  her  to  enter 
into  a  separate  treaty  with  England.  On  the  8th  of  March,  Lord  Caven- 
dish called  attention  to  the  mismanagement  which  had  nearly  over- 
turned the  splendid  Empire  of  Britain,  and  all  the  great  orators  were 
brought  to  their  feet.  On  the  18th  Sir  John  Eous  followed  up  the 
attack  of  Lord  Cavendish  by  moving  to  withdraw  the  coniidence  of  Par- 
liament from  ministers.  Lord  North  was  individually  taunted  as  the 
author  of  the  American  war,  which  had  cost  the  nation  one  hundred 
millions,  with  the  loss  of  thirteen  ancient  colonies.  He  defended  himself 
and  his  colleagues  with  warmth.  But  the  weakness  of  the  government 
was  no  longer  to  be  concealed.  Lord  North  had  through  the  whole  twelve 
years  of  his  supremacy  been  too  ready  to  surrender  his  judgment  to  that 
of  the  king,  who  with  a  narrower  understanding  had  a  stronger  will. 
Walpole  called  him  the  "  ostensible  minister  "  ;  the  real  minister  was  the 
king.     On  the  20th  the  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

°  r         J  March  20. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  rose  to  offer  a  parallel  motion  to  that  of  Sir 
John  Eous.  Lord  North  rose  at  the  same  moment.  The  two  parties 
present  shouted  wildly  the  names  of  their  respective  champions.  The 
speaker  hesitated  ;  when  Lord  North,  taking  the  floor  on  a  question  of 
order,  said  he  would  save  the  trouble  of  submitting  and  discussing  the 
intended  motion  by  announcing  that  his  administration  was  at  an  end. 

The  effect  was  indescribable.  No  painter  could  have  done  justice  to 
the  varied  emotions  of  astonishment,  concern,  and  exultation  expressed 
upon  the  countenances  of  the  members.  An  adjournment  for  a  few  days 
was  moved,  and  carried  with  little  difficulty.  Those  who  had  expected  a 
long  debate  had  not  ordered  their  carriages  until  midnight,  and  as  nearly 
all  of  them  preferred  waiting  to  walking,  they  crowded  the  anteroom  to 
excess.  Lord  North  had  directed  his  coachman  to  wait,  and  as  he  was 
about  to  enter  his  equipage,  he  turned  to  a  group  of  members  standing  in 
uncomfortable  confusion,  with  a  characteristic  smile,  saying,  "  Good  night, 
gentlemen  ;  I  protest  this  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  ever  derived  any 
personal  advantage  from  being  in  a  secret." 

Eockingham,  the  head  of  the  aristocratic  portion  of  the  Opposition, 
became  Prime  Minister,  accepting  the  post  on  condition  that  there  should 
be  "  no  veto  to  the  independence  of  America,"  to  which  the  king  sub- 
mitted in  bitterness  of  spirit ;  and  Shelburne  and  Fox  were  made  secre- 
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taries  of  State.  Shelljunie,  as  the  elder  secretary,  had  charge  of  the 
northern  department  of  the  British  foreign  service,  which  included 
America,  and  Fox  the  southern  department,  which  included  France. 
Thus  Shelburne  could  treat  with  Franklin  and  not  with  Vergennes ;  and 
Fox  could  treat  with  Vergennes  but  not  with  Franklin.  Had  the  two 
secretaries  been  on  cordial  terms  with  each  other,  mischief  might  not 
have  resulted  from  this  awkward  condition  of  affairs.  But  Fox  had  a 
personal  antipathy  to  Shelburne ;  and  Shelburne  was  in  reality  the 
leader  of  the  rival  party  of  the  Opposition.  Hence  the  way  to  peace  was 
clogged  with  obstacles.  When  Kockingham  died,  three  montlis  later, 
Shelburne  succeeded  him  as  premier,  and  Fox,  disliking  the  terms  of 
peace  then  under  consideration,  united  with  Lord  North  and  formed  the 
famous  "  Coalition." 

Hartley,  who  had  with  keen  political  foresight  paved  the  way  for  over- 
tures, and  who  "lived  but  to  promote  the  longed-for  peace,"  wrote  to 
Franklin  the  day  following  the  resignation  of  Lord  North,  asking  advice 
in  relation  to  submitting  their  late  correspondence  to  the  new  Ministry 
when  it  should  be  formed;  to  which  Franklin  replied  on  the  31st  that  his 
sentiments  were  the  same  as  hitherto  expressed,  but  being  only  one  of 
five  in  a  commission  empowered  to  treat  with  England,  of  whom  Adams 
wa§  in  Holland,  Jay  in  Spain,  Laurens  in  England,  and  Jefferson  in 
America,  he  must  first  consult  his  associates.^  The  same  day  he  for- 
warded the  Hartley  correspondence  to  Adams.  On  the  5th  of  April  he 
wrote  to  Hartley  in  considerable  anxiety  of  spirit  concerning  the  charac- 
ter of  the  men  who  might  be  sent  by  the  British  government  to  confer  on 
the  subject  of  peace,  remarking  that  "with  contentious  wranglers  a  nego- 
tiation may  be  drawn  into  length  and  finally  frustrated."  To  Secretary 
Livingston  he  wrote  on  the  12th  in  the  same  strain.^  Meanwhile  he 
opened  a  correspondence  with  Shelburne,  who,  with  the  approval  of  the 
king,  sent  Eichard  Oswald  at  once  to  confer  with  Franklin.  In  conver- 
sation with  the  philosopher,  Oswald  said  that  England  was  prepared  to 
concede  the  independence  of  the  United  States;  but  if  France  should 
demand  concessions  too  humiliating  England  would  still  fight.  On  the 
18th  Franklin  and  Oswald  visited  Vergennes,  and  were  closeted 
in  his  cabinet  nearly  an  hour.  Shelburne's  agent,  a  business  man 
of  moderate  ability,  who  could  not  speak  a  word  of  French,  was  received 

1  Hartley  to  Franklin,  March  21,  1782  ;  Franklin  to  Hartley,  March  31,  1782  ;  Franklin 
to  Adams,  March  31,  1782  ;  Congress,  under  date  of  June  15,  1781,  vested  full  power,  special 
and  general,  in  Franklin,  Adams,  Jay,  Laurens,  and  Jetferson,  to  confer,  treat,  and  conclude 
all  matters  relating  to  the  establishment  of  peace  with  England,  and  the  other  European 
powers. 

2  Franklin  to  Hartley,  April  5,  1782  ;  Franklin  to  Livingston,  April  12,  1782. 
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cordially  by  the  French  Minister,  and  was  assured  that  the  French  Court 
warmly  reciprocated  England's  disposition  to  end  the  American  war ;  and 
yet  France,  positively,  could  treat  only  for  a  general  peace.  Vergennes 
advised  the  selection  of  Paris  as  the  seat  of  the  negotiation,  but  offered  to 
consent  to  any  other  place  which  George  III.  might  prefer.  Oswald  desired 
some  proposition  to  convey  to  Shelburne.  "  No,"  said  Vergennes ;  "  there 
are  four  nations  engaged  in  the  war  against  you,  who  cannot,  till  they 
have  consulted  and  know  each  other's  minds,  be  ready  to  make  proposi- 
tions. Your  court,  being  without  allies  and  alone,  knowing  its  own  mind, 
can  express  it  immediately.  It  is  more  natural  to  expect  the  first  propo- 
sition from  you." 

Oswald  returned  to  London  under  the  general  impression  that  France 
was  about  to  impose  conditions  which  England  would  resent.  In  six- 
teen days  he  was  in  Paris  again.  During  his  absence  Franklin 
wrote  to  Jay  in  Madrid,  entreating  him  to  come  to  Paris  and  aid  *^ 
in  forming  a  treaty,  remarking,  "  Sj)ain  has  taken  four  years  to  consider 
whether  she  should  treat  with  us  or  not.  Give  her  forty,  and  in  the  mean 
time  let  us  mind  our  own  business."  But  Oswald  brought  no  propositions. 
His  mission  was  to  Franklin,  not  to  Vergennes.  He  said  the  other  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  about  to  send  an  agent  to  negotiate  with  the  French  Min- 
ister. The  British  Cabinet  was  already  in  a  foment.  Fox,  resolved  upon  a 
quarrel  with  Shelburne,  had  declared  that  the  hostile  i)owers  must  yield 
entirely.  "  If  they  do  not  we  must  go  to  war  again  ;  that  is  all ;  I  am  sure 
I  am  ready ; "  he  said.  And  he  chose  one  of  his  own  partisans,  Thomas 
Greuville,  son  of  George  Grenville,  a  very  young  man,  with  no  experience 
in  public  business,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  relations  be- 
tween America  and  France,  to  discuss  these  subjects  —  of  such  interest  to 
mankind  —  with  the  most  skillful  diplomatist  of  Europe.     Four 
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days   later  than  Oswald,  Grenville  arrived   in   Paris,  bearing   a 
cordial  letter  from  Fox  to  Franklin,  who  entertained  him  at  breakfast, 
and  then  took  him  in  his  own  carriage  to  Versailles,  presenting  him  to 
Vergennes. 

European  statesmen  smiled  when  they  heard  that  the  envoy  of  the 
"  rebels  "  had  been  requested  by  the  British  Secretary  of  State,  to  intro- 
duce the  son  of  the  author  of  the  American  Stamp  Act,  as  British  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  of  France. 

The  agents  from  both  Shelburne  and  Fox  proved  to  be  mere  skirmish- 
ing parties.  Grenville  offered  to  grant  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  if  she  would  restore  certain  specified  conquests.  Ver- 
gennes shook  his  head,  and  said  that  France  found,  but  did  not  make 
America  independent ;  he  defied  the  world  to  furnish  the  smallest  proof 
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to  the  contrary.  "  There  sits  Mr.  Franklin,  who  knows  the  fact  and  can 
contradict  me  if  I  do  not  speak  the  truth,"  he  exclaimed,  with  warmth. 
Greuville  wrote  long  letters  to  Fox,  calling  him  "  Dear  Charles,"  and 
declaring  that  he  had  not  the  "slightest  expectation  of  peace."  Franklin 
was  affable  and  courteous;  he  breakfasted  both  Oswald  and  Grenville, 
in  company  with  Lafayette,  who  had  just  returned  from  America.  A 
day  or  two  after,  Oswald  suddenly  departed  for  England.  The  same 
morning  a  letter  from  Hartley  informed  Franklin  that  an  absolute  order 
had  gone  forth  for  the  release  of  all  American  prisoners  everywhere,  and 
that  Laurens  was  entirely  at  liberty ;  in  a  long  conversation  relating  to 
America,  Shelburne  had  expressed  himself  to  Hartley  in  the  most 
^*^  ^^"  favorable  terms.  On  the  26th  Grenville  announced  to  Franklin 
that  a  commission  had  been  forwarded  to  him  from  Fox ;  but  it  was  to 
treat  with  France,  no  mention  being  made  of  America,  and  Vergennes 
pronounced  it  insufficient.  Suspicion  seized  upon  the  French  Court. 
Franklin  grew  reticent,  and  would  not  unfold  American  conditions  to  a 
person  unauthorized  to  receive  them.  Grenville,  mortified  and  irritated, 
blamed  Oswald,  and  wrote  to  Fox  that  he  could  not  fight  a  daily  battle 
with  "a  rival  agent  and  his  Secretary  of  State,"  and  advised  Fox  to 
assume  the  exclusive  control  of  the  negotiation.  This  letter  broke  up 
the  British  Cabinet,  although  the  two  factions  held  together  until  the  end 
of  June. 

After  a  tedious  journey  John  Jay  arrived  in  Paris,  Sunday,  June  23, 
accompanied  by  his  family.     Another  month  elapsed  before  Great 
Britain  took  a  decided  step  for  commencing  negotiations.     On  the 
25th  of  July  the  king  issued  an  order  to  the  attorney-general  to  prepare 
a  commission  for  Oswald  to  conclude  a  general  treaty  with  the 
belligerent  nations.     Franklin  wrote  to  Secretary  Livingston  and 
to  Kobert  Morris  on  the  same  day,  cautioning  them  "  not  to  be  deceived  by 
fair  words,"  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  constantly  on  guard,  and  prepared 
for  war.     Jay  had  been  an  enthusiast  for  foreign  alliance  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  struggle ;  four  years  in  Spain  had  dispelled   his   illusions, 
and  now  he  distrusted  all  nations,  France  included.     He  was  severely  ill 
for  a  few  weeks,  during  which  time  the  British  Cabinet  was  recast,  Gren- 
ville  recalled,  and   Fitzherbert  sent  to  the  French  Court  in  his  stead. 
About  the  middle  of  August,  Oswald's  commission   arrived,  to   which 
Jay  took  exception  because  the  United  States  were  called  "  Colonies  or 
Plantations."     Franklin  thought  it  would  do ;  and  Vergennes  intimated 
that  names  signified  little.     But  Jay  absolutely  refused  lo  sacrifice  the 
moral  dignity  of  his  country,  and  stopped  all  proceedings  until  the  power 
he  represented  should  be  styled  by  its  proper  name.     He  even  drafted 
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the  form  of  a  commissiou,  which,  sent  to  the  British  Court,  was  subse- 
quently adopted,  and  the  new  document  reached  Oswald  Sep- 
tember 27.  In  the  interim  Franklin  was  ill,  and  Jay  conducted, 
alone,  the  various  discussions  as  to  the  details  of  the  prospective  treaty. 
Spain  was  an  obstacle,  and  Vergennes  wished  to  conciliate  that  power. 
Jay  declined  to  treat  with  Count  Arnada,  whom  he  pronounced  the  ablest 
Spaniard  he  had  ever  known,  until,  according  to  established  etiquette,  he 
should  communicate  his  powers  from  his  government.  "  An  exchange 
of  commissions  cannot  be  expected,"  said  Arnada,  "  for  Spain  has  not  ac- 
knowledged your  independence."  "  We  have  declared  our  independence," 
replied  Jay,  "  and  France,  Britian,  and  Holland  have  acknowledged  it." 
Lafayette,  who  was  in  company  witli  Arnada  at  the  moment,  said  the  dig- 
nity of  France  would  be  compromised  should  her  ally  treat  otherwise  than 
as  independent.  Vergennes  urged  Jay  to  waive  his  inflexible  adherence 
to  forms,  and  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  claims  with  Spain.  Jay  said, 
"  We  shall  be  content  with  no  boundaries  short  of  the  Mississippi." 

October  was  devoted  to  the  subject  in  earnest.  At  the  request  of 
Franklin,  Jay  drew  up  the  articles  of  peace.  Little  progress,  however, 
was  made  towards  agreement  on  the  three  troublesome  points  —  the  boun- 
daries, the  fisheries,  and  the  Tories.     On  the  26th  Adams  arrived 

Oct.  26. 

from  his  successful  Holland  mission,  and  warmly  commended  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  Jay.     The  month  of  November  was  nearly  spent 
before  the  business  drew  to  a  close.     On  the  28th  Laurens  arrived  and 
joined  the  conference,  having  been  formally  exchanged  for  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.     Friday,  the    29th,  was  an  exciting  day  for  the   commissioners. 
They  met  in  the  rooms  of  Jay  at  the  Hotel  d'Orleans.     Oswald  and  Fitz- 
herbert   were   present,  also   Sir   Henry  Strachey,  Baronet,  then  Under 
Secretary  of  State  to  Townshend,  wdio  had  been  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
Oswald.     It  was  important  to  come  to  an  understanding,  for  the  Minis- 
try was  in  a  tottering  condition.     Something  must  be  done,  or  the         ^ 
peace  abandoned   indefinitely.      Hence   the   preliminary  articles 
were  re-read,  corrected,  and  approved.     The  next  day  they  were  signed. 

Prefacing  these  preliminary  articles  were  the  w^ords,  "The  treaty  is  not 
to  be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  Great 
Britain  and  France."  But  the  document  not  having  been  submitted  to 
Yergennes  until  after  it  was  signed,  he  was  ill  at  ease.  The  sagacity  and 
self-poise  of  Jay  and  Adams  in  demanding  concessions  of  Great  Britain, 
contrary  to  his  advice  and  policy,  inspired  him  with  respect,  while  he  pro- 
nounced their  conduct  "  irregular,"  and  in  the  irritation  of  the  moment 
reproached  Franklin  with  being  too  pliant  in  the  hands  of  his  colleagues. 
The  aged  philosopher  hastened  to  mollify  the  Minister,  and  no  serious  harm 
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ensued  The  commissioners,  who  had  been  instructed  to  do  nothing  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  consent  of  France,  were  severely  censured  by 
Congress.  Jay  said,  in  regard  to  his  determination  to  be  independent 
in  action,  that  Yergennes  did  not  consult  the  American  commissioners 
about  his  articles,  and  "giving  him  as  little  trouble  about  ours  did  not 
violate  any  principle  of  reciprocity."  And  not  only  Adams  but  Franklin 
and  Laurens  sustained  Jay  in  the  sentiment  expressed  to  Secretary 
Livingston :  "  Since  we  have  assumed  a  place  in  the  political  system  of 
the  world,  let  us  move  like  a  primary  and  not  like  a  secondary  planet." 

Vergennes  and  Fitzherbert  concluded  terms  January  18.     Two  days 

1783.  hiter  Franklin  and  Adams,  in  the  absence  of  Jay  and  Laurens, 
Jan.  20.  ^vgj>Q  Suddenly  summoned  to  Versailles  for  the  signing  of  the 
general  treaty.  The  Ministers  of  the  three  crowns  of  France,  England, 
and  Spain  showed  their  commissions,  as  did  also  Franklin  and  Adams. 
Aruada  and  Fitzlierbert  signed  the  preliminary  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain  ;  Vergennes  and  Fitzherbert  that  between  Great  Britiau 
and  France  ;  and  Fitzherbert,  Frankhn,  and  Adams  the  armistice  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

A  definitive  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  America  was  now  in 
order.  None  of  the  articles  of  the  provisional  treaty  could  be  carried 
into  effect  until  it  was  accomplished.  Congress  would  not  even  take  the 
preliminaries  into  consideration.  The  distractions  in  the  British  Court 
prevented  immediate  steps  to  this  end.  Shelburne's  policy  had  created 
the  greatest  dissatisfaction ;  he  was  accused  of  stock-jobbing,  criticised 
with  virulence  by  the  "  Coalition,"  censured  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
finally  retired  from  ottice.  Oswald  was  pronounced  incompetent  to  treat 
with  the  American  commissioners,  and  .recalled.  All  parties  in  England 
were  disposed  to  prevent  further  waste  of  blood  and  treasure  in  pursuit 
of  an  object  manifestly  unattainable.  But  the  methods  of  peace  kept 
the  lords  of  the  realm  in  a  perpetual  wrangle.  Public  feeling,  as  well  as 
tlie  interests  of  the  nation,  called  for  a  settlement  of  the  perplexing 
business,  and  no  progress  could  be  made  with  the  European  powers  until 
America  was  pacified.     Tlius  something  must  be  done. 

David  Hartley  was  finally  selected  to  conclude  negotiations  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  His  pure  and  lofty  character,  his  broad  views, 
his  intuitive  and  tranquil  discernment  of  things  as  they  were,  and  his 
peculiar  tact  in  diplomacy,  rendered  his  appointment  generally  acceptable. 
Fox  wrote  to  Franklin  (April  19)  that  Hartley  had  "  the  full  and  entire 
confidence  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  upon  the  subject  of  his  mission." 

His  commission,  under  the  king's  own  hand,  Adams  said,  was  "very 
magnificent."     It  bore  the  great  seal  in  a  silver  box,  the  King's   arms 
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engraven  on  it,  and  ornamented  with  two  large  golden  tassels.  He  pre- 
sented it  to  the  American  Commission,  assembled  in  Mr.  Adams's  rooms 
May  19.  For  the  next  three  months  the  representatives  of  the 
two  countries  worked  diligently.  New  articles  were  proposed,  *^ 
discussed,  and  rejected ;  or,  if  agreed  upon  in  Paris,  rejected  in  London. 
The  questions  at  issue  affected  the  interests  of  the  whole  civilized  world. 
The  propositions  offered  by  America  to  the  British  government  amounted 
to  an  entire  abolition  of  the  British  "  Act  of  Navigation "  with  respect 
to  the  thirteen  United  States.  The  ancient  system  of  national  commer- 
cial policy  was  called  upon  to  take  a  new  principle  into  its  foundation 
—  thereby  its  commercial  engagements  with  other  ancient  powers  were 
materially  disturbed.  Vergennes  recommended  that  the  definitive  treaty 
be  completed,  leaving  commerce  to  a  future  negotiation ;  but  Adams 
curtly  replied  that  "  nothing  would  be  gained  by  delay."  The  new  em- 
pire, comprehending  territory  greater  than  that  of  all  Europe,  must  needs 
adjust  a  commercial  system  of  its  own,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Paris,  at  this  epoch,  was  in  the  zenith  of  its  pride  and  splendor.  Never 
during  its  checkered  history  was  such  a  concourse  of  celebrities  gathered 
there  —  not  only  the  ministers  from  all  nations,  to  discuss  the  weightiest 
of  subjects,  but  sages  and  philanthropists,  courtiers  and  scholars.  >  Franklin, 
who  had  snatched  the  lightning  from  heaven  and  the  scepter  from  tyrants, 
was  the  center  of  attraction.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  resided  with  him  in  a 
comfortable  mansion  at  Passy  ;  and  the  New  York  beauty  charmed  with 
her  fund  of  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity,  and  her  engaging  manners,  the 
brilliant  circle  which  daily  surrounded  his  table  or  enlivened  his  evenings. 
Mrs.  Jay  was  also  a  great  favorite  among  the  courtly  aristocracy.  Din- 
ners followed  dinners  in  endless  succession.  The  ministers  of  every 
country  entertained  the  ministers  of  every  other  country.  There  was 
apparent  harmony  of  feeling ;  while  the  great  topics  of  the  hour  were 
uppermost  in  the  social  mind. 

Spain,  France,  and  England  were  embarrassed  in  their  negotiations  by 
a  variety  of  clashing  demands.  Holland,  leaning  towards  France,  resisted 
England's  stern  conditions.  Sweden,  Paissia,  and  Denmark  came  to 
witness  the  triumph  of  the  young  power  which  had  dared  to  refuse 
to  take  the  first  step,  except  on  equal  footing  with  the  proudest  of  them 
all,  and  were  engaged  in  adjusting  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Americans  held  the  position  of  advantage,  the  final 
action  of  all  the  courts  and  nations  depending  upon  the  issue  of  their 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain. 

When  the  month  of  August  was  nearly  half  spent  Hartley  invited 
Adams  one  fine  sunshiny  morning  to  drive  with  him  to  Passy,  where,  in 
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Aug.  13. 


conference  with  Franklin  and  Jay,  he  communicated  instructions  just 
received  from  his  court.  The  king  had  ratified  the  provisional 
treaty  under  the  great  seal  of  the  kingdom.  Both  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  Fox  had  given  him  the  strongest  assurances  of  the  good 
disposition  of  government,  and  written  him  to  arrange  all  things  imme- 
diately upon  the  best  footing.  The  contested  points,  particularly  the 
fisheries  and  the  boundaries,  of  immense  importance  to  the  United  States, 
had  come  to  be  regarded  by  the  Ministry  as  of  minor  significance  in 
comparison  with  the  hazard  of  longer  delaying   the   settlement   of  the 


Fac-Simile  of  the  Signatures  upon  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace. 

[From  the  original  in  the  State  Department,  Washington.! 

European  question.  Hartley  produced  the  draft  of  a  definitive  treaty 
he  had  received,  which  proved  to  be  the  preliminary  articles  with  a  pre- 
amble.   He  said  he  was  now  ready  to  sign  at  any  moment.     On  the  29th, 
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when  France  and  Spain  declared  their  preparations  complete,  Hartley 
wrote,  asking  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  to  fix  the  eventful 
day.  He  closed  his  note,  saying  :  "  My  instructions  confine  me  to  Paris, 
as  the  place  appointed  for  the  exercise  of  my  functions,  and  therefore 
whatever  day  you  may  fix  upon  for  the  signature,  I  shall  hope  to  receive 
the  honor  of  your  company  at  the  Hotel  de  York.  I  am,  gentlemen,  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant." 

The  following  answer  was  returned,  dated  Passy,  August  30,  1783 : 
"  The  American  Ministers,  plenipotentiaries  for  making  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  present  their  compliments  to  Mr.  Hartley.  They  regret  that  Mr. 
Hartley's  instructions  will  not  permit  him  to  sign  the  Definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  America  at  the  place  appointed  for  the  signature  of  the 
others.  They  will,  nevertheless,  have  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  Mr. 
Hartley  at  his  lodgings  at  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  treaty 
in  question,  on  Wednesday  morning  at  eight  o'clock." 

Accordingly  on  the  3d  of  September  the  American  diplomatists,  whose 
superiors  as  such  were  not  to  be  found  in  any  nation  of  Europe 
at  that  day,  proceeded  to  the  apartments  of  Hartley,  and  the  ^^  ' 
Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
was  signed.  The  sketch  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  signatures,  from  the  original 
document  in  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  witli  indications  of  the 
seals,  now  nearly  obhterated,  and  of  the  ribbon,  which  is  of  pale  blue. 
The  treaty  was  in  due  course  of  time  ratified  by  the  King  and  Congress. 
Vergennes  delayed  the  ceremony  of  signing  the  treaties  at  Versailles 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  and  Spain  until  a  messenger  from 
Paris  arrived  to  announce  that  the  signing  of  the  American  treaty  had 
actually  taken  place ;  after  which,  before  the  end  of  the  same  day,  all  the 
belligerent  powers  of  Europe  concluded  peace,  except  the  Dutch,  who  had 
assented  to  preliminaries  only  the  day  before. 

Benjamin  West,  successor  of  Sir  Joshua  Ptcynolds  as  President  of  the 
British  Academy,  made  an  unfinished  study  in  oil  of  the  act  which  re- 
stored peace  to  the  world.  An  engraved  copy  of  this  painting  was  pre- 
sented by  George  Grote,  the  historian  of  Greece,  to  John  Jay,  grandson 
of  the  Eevolutionary  diplomatist,  while  United  States  Minister  to*  Vienna.^ 
The  benign  countenance  of  Franklin,  then  in  his  seventy-seventh  year, 
with  his  grandson,  Temple  Franklin,  secretary  of  the  Commission,  stand- 
ing behind  him ;  the  well-poised  head  and  handsome  features  of  Adams, 
scarcely  forty-eight ;   the  pale,  feeble-looking  Laurens,  not  yet  recovered 

1  To  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  John  Jay  the  author  is  indebted  for  a  copy  of  the  unfinished 
study  by  West,  which,  published  for  the  first  time,  in  our  full-page  engraving,  illustrates 
one  of  the  most  interesting  scenes  in  modern  history. 
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from  the  hardships  of  his  imprisonment  in  the  Tower  of  London,  a 
scholarly  man  of  fifty-nine  ;  and  the  tall,  slight  figure  of  Jay  —  who  was 
ten  years  younger  than  Adams,  and  forty  years  younger  than  Franklin  — 
standing,  apparently  addressing  the  Commission,  with  face  and  attitude 
expressive  of  the  calm  serenity,  self-respect,  and  refined  power  of  the 
highest  type  of  human  intellect  and  character,  together  form  a  picture 
which  Americans  will  ever  cherish  with  national  pride. 

It  is  refreshing  to  note  the  gracious  spirit  with  which  the  senior  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  accorded  the  glory  of  obtaining  the  fisheries,  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  magnificent  boundaries  of  tlie  United  States,  to  the 
youngest  of  their  number.  The  British  plenipotentiaries  bore  testimony 
to  the  same  effect.  Documents  at  present  existing  in  both  France  and 
England  prove  that  the  French  government,  neither  anxious  nor  willing 
America  should  lay  the  basis  for  such  magnitude  and  grandeur,  worked 
industriously  to  prevent  England  from  yielding  the  fisheries,  and  labored 
vigorously  to  have  the  Mississippi  given  to  Spain.  The  community  of 
fault-finders  in  the  end  acknowledged  the  sound  judgment  of  the  Amer- 
ican envoy  who  dared  to  veer  from  his  instructions  and  take  lofty  ground 
with  kingdoms  and  crowns,  upon  individual  responsibility  —  through  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  rising  nation.  And  a  just  and  prosperous  people, 
in  full  enjoyment  of  the  magic  blessings  made  doubly  sure  through  the 
clear  order  of  his  thought  and  the  keen  foresight  of  his  statemanship,  bless- 
ings which  shine  with  advancing  splendor  as  the  years  roll  on,  will  never 
cease  to  honor  with  gratitude  the  achievement  of  John  Jay  of  New  York.^ 

Only  the  American  commissioners  appear  in  the  painting,  the  portrait 
of  the  English  Minister  not  having  been  accessible  to  West.  Some  two 
years  later,  David  Hartley  presented  Franklin  with  a  large  mezzotint 
portrait  of  himself,  engraved  by  Walker  from  a  painting  by  Eomney, 
which  Franklin  in  his  note  of  acknowledgment,  dated  Philadelphia, 
October  27,  1785,  said,  "I  shall  frame  and  keep  in  my  best  room."  It 
represents  Hartley  seated  by  a  table  upon  which  lies  the  Definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  United  States,  his  right  hand  resting  near  the 
scroll,  and  the  pen  and  ink  in  the  background  with  which  he  is  about  to 

*  "  It  was  not  only  chiefly,  but  solely,  through  his  means  that  the  negotiations  of  that 
period,  between  England  and  France,  were  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion,"  wrote  Fitz- 
herbert  (Lord  St.  Helens)  some  years  afterward.  John  Adams  always  affirmed  that  the  title 
of  "  the  Washington  of  the  negotiation,"  bestowed  upon  himself  in  Holland,  properly  be- 
longed to  Jay  ;  and  he  wrote,  while  President  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  November 
24,  1800,  "The  principal  merit  of  the  successful  negotiations  for  the  peace  of  1783  was  Mr. 
Jay's."  Governor  William  Livingston  wrote  to  Jay,  "The  treaty  is  universally  applauded." 
Alexander  Hamilton  wrote  to  Jay,  "The  people  of  New  England  talk  of  making  you  an 
annual  fish  offering." 
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consummate  the  final  act  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  tranquillity  to 
five  great  nations.  He  is  waiting  in  his  Paris  apartments  for  the  arrival 
ol"  the  American  IMinisters,  on  the  morning  designated  for  the  signing  of 


David  Hartley. 

[From  a  paintinij  by  Komney  J 

the  document ;  and  his  emotional  features  beam  with  delighted  satisfaction 
as  he  anticipates  the  final  triumph  his  own  noble  and  persistent  efforts 
have  contributed  so  largely  to  accomplish.  Tlie  picture  hung  in  the 
study  of  Franklin  until  his  death.  It  is  now  in  possession  of  his  great- 
grandson,  Dr.  T.  H.  Bache,  through  whose  courtesy  the  co}\v  has  been 
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made  which  we  present  for  the  first  time  to  the  reading  puhlic.  It 
possesses  a  dramatic  interest  beyond  the  mere  portraiture  of  the  man. 
It  is  an  impressive  ilhistration,  in  which  we  beliold  the  ceremony  of 
older  institutions,  represented  by  kings  and  nobles,  bowing  unconsciously 
before  the  divinity  of  a  new  liberty  and  a  new  world. ^ 

Vergennes  entertained  the  diplomatists  from  the  various  countries  at 

1  David  Hartley,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Kingston-upon-Hull,  and  "  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  appointed  to  treat  with  the  United  States  of  America  " 
(born  1729,  died  1813),  was  the  son  of  Dr.  David  Hartley,  author  and  metaphysician  (born 
1705,  died  1752),  whose  publication  of  "Observations  on  Man  "  in  1749  gave  him  world-wide 
celebrity,  and  of  whom  it  was  said  that  "  he  was  addicted  to  no  vice  in  any  part  of  his  life, 
neither  to  pride,  nor  ostentation,  nor  any  sordid  self-interest,  but  his  heart  was  replete  with 
every  contrary  virtue  "  ;  his  great  talents  were  specially  directed  to  the  moral  and  religious 
sciences  ;  he  was  the  son  of  the  Vicar  of  Arniley,  County  of  York,  an  eminent  divine, 
whose  family,  one  of  great  antiquity,  was  descended  from  the  Hartleys  of  Chorton,  of  whom 
r+:  was  Sir  John  Hartley,  knighted  in  the  eighth  year  of  Charles  I.,  October 

^^^  23,   1633.     The  motto  of  the  familj'-,  "  vive  ut  vivas,'"  seems  to  have 

^fe^>--       breathed  through  the  character  of  a  long  line  of  generations  of  learned 
i.^'-^'Mt  and  ]ihilanthropic  men.     David  Hartley,  the  statesman,  like  his  father, 

was  a  student  of  science,  and  belonged  to  the  highest  type  of  the  cul- 
tured Christian  gentleman.  His  manly  integrity,  universal  benevolence, 
and  sincerity  of  heart  were  so  well  known  in  England,  that  in  all  his 
mediations  for  the  good  of  America  he  commanded  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  contending  parties  at  home.  His  "Letters  on  the  Amer- 
ican War,"  addressed  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Kingston-upon- 
Hull,  comprehend  some  of  the  ablest  arguments  of  the  period.  He  was 
iVmTeTjt  V I  VASii  also  one  of  the  first  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  introduce  and  advocate 
Hartley  Arms.        measures  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade. 

Of  the  sons  of  the  Vicar  of  Armley,  James,  next  to  David,  was  distinguished  for  eminent 
piety  and  intellectual  vigor.  Robert,  eldest  son  of  James,  born  1736,  married  IMartha 
Smithson,  granddaughter  of  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  Baronet,  and  the  cousin  of  Lord  Percy, 
second  Duke  of  Northumberland.  See  page  242  (Vol.  IL),  note.  Isaac  Hartley,  the  son  of 
Robert  Hartley  and  Martha  Smithson,  born  at  Cockermouth  in  1766,  married  Isabella  Johnson 
in  1787,  and  in  1797  established  his  residence  in  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of 
Robert  Milham  Hartley,  born  at  Cockermouth  in  1796,  who  has  been  so  thoroughly  identified 
during  a  long  and  useful  life  with  church  and  charity  in  New  York  City.  He  was  classically 
educated,  but  resigned  studies  for  the  ministry  because  of  impaired  health.  Devoting  himself 
to  philanthropic  works,  he  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  founding  several  of  New  York's 
most  important  charitable  institutions,  now  in  noiseless  and  successful  operation,  among 
which  was  the  first  organization  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  His  published  reports,  numbering 
thirty-four  volumes,  form  a  complete  library  in  this  department  of  social  and  economic 
science,  and  are  quoted  by  ^VTiters  on  similar  themes  in  Europe  as  well  as  America.  He 
has  also  written  other  works  upon  kindred  topics,  been  a  regular  contributor  to  the  religious 
press,  and  for  nearly  half  a  century  a  leading  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York 
City.  He  married  Catharine  ]\Iunson,  daughter  of  Reuben  Munson,  member  of  the  New  York 
legislature  and  alderman  of  the  city  for  many  years  ;  and  he  has  nine  children,  four  sons  and 
five  daughters,  who  have  intermarried  with  the  old  families,  and  are  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  New  York  ;  his  third  son  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Smithson  Hartley,  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  Utica. 
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a  memorable  dinner  at  Versailles  immediately  after  the  signing  of  the 
treaties. 

While  these  events  were  transpiring  in  Europe  the  war  was  at  a  stand- 
still in  America.  Washington's  army  returned  from  the  capture  of  Corn- 
wallis  to  the  vicinity  of  New  York  City.  Predatory  excursions  were 
frequent  during  the  winter.  But  with  the  change  in  the  British  Ministry 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  superseded  by  the  humane  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton.  "  I 
should  be  very  sorry,"  wrote  Governor  Livingston,  when  he  heard  how 
bitterly  the  loyalists  were  blaming  Clinton  for  the  misfortunes  of  Corn- 
wallis,  "  to  have  Clinton  recalled  through  any  national  resentment ; 
because,  as  fertile  as  England  is  in  the  production  of  blockheads,  I  think 
they  cannot  easily  send  us  a  greater  blunderbuss,  unless,  peradventure,  it 
should  please  his  Majesty  himself  to  do  us  the  honor  of  a  visit."  Carleton 
arrived  early  in  May,  1782 ;  and  his  first  act  was  to  liberate  from  a  New 
York  prison,  without  exacting  a  parole  from  either,  Sir  James,  brother  of 
John  Jay,  who  had  been  instrumental  in  the  passage  of  the  New  York  Act 
of  Attainder,  and  Brockholst  Livingston,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Johu  Jay. 
Carleton  sent  the  latter  home  to  his  father  with  a  courteous  letter,  stating 
that  he  (Carleton)  had  come  to  conciliate,  not  to  fight.  The  governor  was 
not  to  be  thus  lulled  into  security  while  a  hostile  army  occupied  the 
chief  city  of  the  country,  and  significantly  remarked,  "  In  worldly  poli- 
tics, as  well  as  religion,  we  should  watch  as  well  as  pray." 

Washington  accepted  Carleton's  expressions  of  good-will  with  caution. 
But  as  the  weary  summer  rolled  by  and  neither  Sir  Guy  nor  Admiral 
Digby  seemed  inclined  to  act  offensively  by  land  or  by  sea,  he  began  to 
feel  assured  that  no  further  military  operations  would  be  undertaken. 
Peace  was  expected.  It  came  so  slowly,  however,  that  the  patience  of 
the  American  army  waned.  Both  officers  and  men  fretted  in  idleness. 
There  was  scarce  money  enough  to  feed  them  day  by  day ;  their  pay  was 
greatly  in  arrears ;  and  a  general  mistrust  prevailed  that  Congress  would 
fail  to  liquidate  their  claims  in  the  end,  and  cast  them  adrift  penniless. 

New  York  City  breathed  more  freely  under  the  new  military  admin- 
istration. Carleton  found  the  inhabitants  grievously  oppressed.  Un- 
principled officials  had  dispossessed  persons  of  their  property  who  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  Eevolution,  because  perchance  some  member  of  the 
family  resided  out  of  the  British  lines.  Houses  were  rented  and  the 
rents  paid  into  the  city  funds.  Justice  could  not  be  obtained,  not  even  a 
trial  or  a  hearing ;  for  civil  law  had  been  abolished,  and  all  power  and 
authority  centered  in  a  police  court  established  by  the  military.  The  city 
charter  was  declared  forfeited  by  the  civil  governor  and  his  satellites  ; 
and  the  revenues  of  the  corporation  were  appropriated  to  their  private 
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uses.  Carleton  was  amazed  at  the  infamous  character  of  the  frauds  and 
the  cruelties  from  which  the  New-Yorkers  had  suffered,  and  instituted  a 
vigorous  war  upon  official  corruption.  Jones  says  "  he  broke,  discharged, 
dismissed,  and  cashiered  such  a  number  of  supernumeraries,  pensioners, 
and  placemen  as  saved  the  British  nation,  in  the  course  of  one  year  only, 
about  two  millions  sterling." 

The  French  troops  embarked  for  the  West  Indies  in  October.  The 
American  army  went  into  cheerless  winter-quarters  on  the  Hudson. 
The  impoverished  condition  of  the  country  was  perpetually  discussed  by 
the  intelligent  classes ;  commerce  was  nearly  annihilated,  and  the  heavy 
burden  of  debt  rested  like  an  incubus  on  the  people.  Many  doubted  the 
possibility  of  maintaining  a  republican  form  of  government.  Finally 
the  idea,  long  discussed  in  secret,  found  expression  in  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Lewis  Nicola,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  proposing  to 
Washington  to  be  made  King  of  the  United  States  for  the  "  national  ad- 
vantage ! "  Washington  declined  with  indignant  asperity,  and  reprimanded 
Nicola  for  having  entertained  such  a  thought.  But  it  was  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  control  the  restless  and  unpaid  soldiers  through  the  idle  months,  and 
Washington's  greatness  in  the  emergency  became  more  than  ever  conspic- 
uous. A  mutinous  spirit,  provoked  by  repeated  and  irritating  delays  in 
obtaining  compensation  for  services,  and  fresh  difficulties  arising  from  the 
uncertainty  attending  peace  negotiations,  kept  him  industrious  and  anx- 
ious. The  spring  of  1783  brought  news  of  the  signing  of  the  armistice  at 
Paris  in  January,  and  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  publicly  announced 
to  the  army  at  noon,  April  19,  just  eight  years  to  a  day  since  the  conflict 
at  Lexington.  It  was  naturally  next  to  impossible  for  the  excited  troops 
to  distinguish  between  this  proclamation  and  a  definitive  declaration  of 
peace  ;  hence  many  considered  any  further  claim  on  their  military  services 
unjust.  Washington  met  the  crisis  nobly.  Explaining  the  situation  to 
Congress,  he  obtained  discretionary  powers  to  grant  furloughs,  the  soldiers 
being  led  to  understand  perfectly  that  their  terms  of  service  would  not 
expire  until  the  signing  of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  During  the  summer 
following,  men  singly  and  men  in  groups  were  returning  to  their  homes ; 
thus  the  danger  of  disbanding  large  masses  at  a  time,  of  unpaid  soldiery, 
was  effectually  obviated.  On  the  6th  of  May  Washington  and  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  met  at  Orangetown  to  arrange  preliminaries  for  the  evacuation 
of  New  York  City,  whenever  the  royal  order  should  arrive.  In  the 
month  of  June,  Egbert  Benson  was  commissioned  by  Congress  to  co- 
operate with  commissioners  chosen  by  Carleton  to  inspect  and  superin- 
tend the  embarkation  of  loyalists  and  their  effects  for  Nova  Scotia ;  his 
associates  were  William  Stephens  Smith  and  Daniel  Parker. 
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The  month  of  May  was  distinguished  by  the  organization  of  the  cele- 
brated Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  which  originated  in  the  fertile  mind  of 
Knox,  its  object  being  to  cement  and  perpetuate  the  friendship  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  who  had  fought  and  bled  together,  and  to  transmit 
the  same  sentiment  to  their  descendants.  The  plan  was  drafted  by  a 
committee  composed  of  Knox,  Hand,  Huntington,  and  Shaw.  The  final 
meeting  for  its  adoption  was  held  May  13,  in  the  Verplanck  Mansion  at 
Fishkill  on  the  Hudson,  the  headquarters  of  Baron  Steuben,  who,  as 
senior  of&cer,  presided.  Washington  was  chosen  the  first  president,  and 
officiated  until  his  death. 

Sadness  and  despair  overwhelmed  the  loyalists.  New  York  City  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  distress  not  easily  described.  Men  who  had  joined  the 
British  army,  and  exhibited  the  utmost  valor  in  battle,  quailed  before  the 
inexorable  necessity  of  exile  from  their  native  land.  They  must  leave 
the  country  or  be  hanged.  Such  was  the  general  belief,  for  those  who 
had  shown  no  mercy  counted  upon  none  in  return.  The  conscientious 
and  the  unprincipled  were  alike  involved  in  pecuniary  ruin.  Seeing  that 
they  must  abandon  large  estates,  many  appealed  to  Carleton  for  power  to 
collect  debts  due  upon  bonds,  mortgages,  and  contracts,  before  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  city  should  take  place,  for  they  were  penniless.  The  compli- 
cations were  insurmountable,  and  nothing  was  accomplished  in  that 
direction.  Angry  lamentations  filled  the  very  air.  The  victims  of  civil 
war  inveighed  against  England  for  abandoning  them,  and  against  their 
own  kindred  and  country  for  the  inexorable  harshness  of  their  doom. 
They  did  not  pause  in  their  wretchedness  to  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  fate  of  those  who  had  expended  or  lost  fortunes  in  the  cause  of 
liberty,  if  triumph  had  been  with  themselves. 

While  Carleton  was  providing  transports  and  embarking  twelve  or  more 
thousand  deeply  humbled  loyalists,  with  their  household  and  other  effects, 
to  Nova  Scotia,  the  Bahamas,  and  Great  Britain,  and  multitudes  were 
hastening  from  the  country  to  New  York  for  passage,  determined  to  risk 
starvation  on  foreign  shores  rather  than  encounter  the  terrible  vengeance 
of  those  whom  they  had  injured,  Washington  and  Governor  George 
Clinton  were  riding  on  horseback  through  the  picturesque  valleys  of  the 
Northern  Hudson  and  the  Mohawk,  inspecting  the  posts  and  the  battle- 
fields, and  taking  note  of  the  wonderful  topography  of  New  York.  Theirs 
was  the  faint  glimmer,  not  the  full  dawn,  of  the  future.  One  angle  of  the 
State  rests  upon  the  Atlantic,  another  reaches  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
the  third  stretches  to  the  chain  of  Great  Lakes  connected  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  thus  without  overcoming  one  mountain  ridge  the  city  of  New 
York  might  communicate  with  the  Western  States  and  Territories  of  our 
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Union,  simply  following  the  easy  and  natural  course  of  valleys,  rivers, 
and  lakes,  and  control  the  commerce  of  the  continent.  The  Missouri  can 
now  be  navigated  into  the  very  gorges  of  the  Eocky  Mountains.  From 
New  York  Bay  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  except  a  short  space  between 
the  head-waters  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Columbia  Rivers,  we  have  an 
unbroken  silver  chain  of  water.  The  State  in  which  every  county  and 
almost  every  spot  of  earth  bore  marks  of  bloody  strife  —  the  great  battle- 
field of  the  Ee volution — was  in  the  broadest  sense  indeed  the  key  of  the 
Continent. 

Intelligence  of  the  signing  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  came  at  length ; 

and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  gave  notice  that  he  should  be  ready  for  the  final 

evacuation   of  New   York  on  the  25th   of  November.     George 

Nov.  25.  ® 

Clinton,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  governor  of  New  York,  was 
to  take  charge  of  the  city,  and  repaired  to  Harlem  to  await  events, 
accompanied  by  Washington.  The  British  troops  had  been  drawn  in 
from  Kingsbridge,  McGowan's  Pass,  the  various  posts  on  Long  Island, 
and  Paulus  Hook.  By  request  of  Carleton,  to  prevent  any  disorder 
which  might  occur  as  the  British  retired,  a  detachment  of  American 
troops  under  Knox  marched  from  Harlem,  on  the  morning  appointed, 
down  the  Bowery  Eoad  to  a  point  near  the  Fresh-Water  Pond,  where 
they  remained  seated  on  the  grass  until  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. As  the  rear-guard  of  the  British  army  began  to  embark,  they 
moved  silently  forward  to  the  Battery,  and  took  possession  of  the  fort. 
Knox  then  galloped  back  with  a  chosen  few  to  meet  and  escort  Wash- 
ington and  Clinton  into  the  capital.  The  formal  entry  was  witnessed  by 
thousands.  Washington  and  CHnton  on  horseback,  with  their  suites,  led 
the  procession,  followed  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  the  legislature,  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  prominent  citizens,  and  the  military,  amid  the  most 
heart-stirring  and  grateful  enthusiasm.  This  scene  forms  a  grand  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  New  York. 


Reade  Arms. 

[See  page  209,  H0te.\ 
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1783-1787. 
NEW   YORK   CITY   AFTER   PEACE    WAS  ESTABLISHED. 
The  Retuux  of  New  York  Families. —Desolation.  —  Key.  Dr:.  John  Rodoer.s. — 

ChUKCHES.  — RUTGEKS  COLLEGE.  —  ReV.   Dk.   HaRDENBEUGH.  —  WASHINGTON  PARTING 

WITH  HIS  Officers. — Washington's  Resignation  of  Authority.  —  James  Duane 
APPOINTED  Mayor  of  the  City.  — The  Mayor's  Court.  —Richard  Varick.  —The 
New  York  Legislature.  — Old  Morrisania.  — The  Morris  Family.  — The  Loyal- 
ists. —  Confiscation  Acts.  — The  Chamber  of  Commerce  Reorganized.  —  Schools. 
—  First  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York.  —  Columbia  College.  — News- 
papers.—  First  City  Directory.  —  Political  Throes.  —  Weakness  of  the 
Government.  —  Citizens.  —  Banking  Interests.  —  Counterfeit  Money.  —  The 
De  Lanceys.  ^The  Livingstons.  —  The  Lawyers  of  the  City. 

HOMP^  agaiu.  From  all  quarters  came  together  the  limbs  and  frag- 
ments of  dismembered  families.  It  was  a  costly  victory  that  had 
been  won,  and  many  a  tear  fell  amid  the  general  rejoicings.  There  was 
scarcely  a  domestic  circle  into  which  death  had  not  entered ;  and  charred 
and  silent  ruins  greeted  multitudes  in  place  of  homes  left  seven  years 
before.  Dwellings  that  had  escaped  the  flames  were  bruised  and  dis- 
mantled ;  and  gardens  and  grounds  were  covered  with  a  rank  growth 
of  weeds  and  wild  grass,  fences  had  disappeared,  and  the  debris  of 
army  life  was  strewed  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other.  Public 
buildings  were  battered  and  worn  with  usages  foreign  to  the  purposes 
of  their  erection,  and  the  trade  of  New  York  was  ruined,  and  her  treas- 
ury empty. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodgers  arrived  in  the  city  the  day  following  the 
evacuation,  and  found  both  the  Brick  Church  in  Beekman  Street  and  the 
Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church  in  unfit  condition  for  public  worship  — 
having  been  used  as  hospitals  by  the  British.  But  the  Episcopalians 
courteously  offered  him  the  use  of  St.  Paul's  Chapel  and  St.  George's 
Chapel,  in  which  he  preached  alternately  to  his  congregation  for  several 
months.i     He  was  a  courtly  personage,  of  gentle  and  conciliatory  manners, 

1  The  change  in  public  feeling  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  this  incident.  See  Vol.  L  751. 
The  Brick  Cliurch  on  Beekman  Street  was  the  first  repaired.     The  Wall  Street  Church  was 
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but  "  imcompromising  in  matter."  Jones  says  that  he  "  had  given  more 
encouragement  to  rebellion,  by  his  treasonable  harangues  from  the  puljjit, 
than  any  other  republican  preacher,  perhaps,  upon  the  continent."  His 
influence  was  now  exerted  to  perpetuate  the  peace  secured.  "I  have  the 
good  old  gentleman  at  this  moment  distinctly  before  me,"  writes  Duer, 
"  in  his  buzz-wig,  three-cornered  hat,  gold-headed  cane,  and  silver  buckles 
in  his  well-polished  shoes  —  as  he  passed  along  the  street  in  his  gown 
and  bands,  which  he  wore  not  only  on  Sundays,  but  on  week-days  when 
visiting  among  his  people  —  bowing  right  and  left  to  all  who  saluted 
him."  The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Garden  Street  was  found  intact, 
and  reopened  on  the  Sabbath  following  the  evacuation.  Eev.  Dr.  John 
Henry  Livingston  occupied  the  pulpit.^  It  was  seven  years  before  the 
Middle  Dutch  and  the  North  Dutch  Church  edifices  were  restored  from 
the  ruinovis  condition  in  which  they  were  left  by  the  British.  A  School 
of  Theology,  established  in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  in  1770,  was 
chartered  under  the  name  of  Queen's  College  —  now  Rutgers  —  and  the 
trustees  elected  Rev.  Dr.  Jacobus  Rutsen  Hardenbergh  President ;  but  it 
had  not  been  in  practical  operation  through  the  confusion  of  events. 
Meanwhile  Dr.  Hardenbergh  had  preached  at  Raritan,  taken  no  pains  to 
conceal  his  republican  sentiments,  as  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Con- 
vention which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  State  was  frec^uently  in 
counsel  with  Governor  Livingston,  and  was  visited  at  his  little  parsonage 
daily  by  Washington  when  quartered  in  the  vicinity.  He  came  to  New 
York  to  witness  the  triumphal  entry  of  Washington  ;  and  before  he 
returned  to  his  charge  arranged  with  Dr.  Livingston  to  use  every  exertion 
in  obtaining  an  endowment  to  carry  the  plan  of  the  college  into  execu- 
tion. This  was  achieved  within  the  next  three  years,  and  Dr.  Harden- 
bergh removed  to  New  Brunswick,  where  he  labored  indefatigably  for  its 
advancement  until  his  death  in  1790.^ 

not  nponed  until  June  19,  1784.  The  expense  of  restoring  the  two  edifices  to  their  former 
condition  was  met  by  private  subscription.  On  the  6th  of  April,  1784,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  became  a  body  corporate,  and  was  thus  relieved  from  the  difficulty  it  had  so  long 
sustained  for  want  of  a  charter.  Memoirs  of  Eev.  Dr.  John  Eodgers,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Miller. 

»  See  Vol.  I.  750  ;  Rev  Dr.  Laidlie  died  at  Red  Hook  in  1778. 

2  Rev.  Jacobus  Rutsen  Hardenbergh,  D.  D.,  born  at  Rosendale,  Ulster  County,  New  York, 
in  1738,  was  the  .son  of  Johannes  Hardenbergh,  the  chief  owner  of  the  manorial  patent 
which  embraced  the  most  of  Sullivan  and  Orange  Counties,  and  who  is  said  to  have  been 
a  near  relative  of  the  German  statesman,  Karl  August  Von  Hardenberg,  Prime  Minister  of 
Frederic  William  III.  He  studied  theology  with  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen —  the  son  of  Rev. 
T.  J.  Frelinghuysen,  and  one  of  five  brothers  who  were  all  ministers  —  in  Raritan,  New 
Jersey  ;  and  comijleted  his  studies  at  Schenectady  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Romeyn.  After 
the  early  and  lamented  death  of  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen,    Dr.   Hardenbergli  married  his 
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Washington  was  quartered  at  Fraunces'  Tavern,  corner  of  Broad  and 
Pearl  Streets/  where  the  officers  of  the  army  gathered  about  him 
preparatory  to  their  final  separation.  Knox,  who  had  been  chief  of 
artillery  through  the  entire  war,  commanded  the  military  forces  in  the 
city  until  the  civil  authority  should  be  reconstructed.  He  was  a  man  of 
large,  athletic  frame,  head  well  poised,  and  voice  of  singular  power. 
When  the  American  army  crossed  the  Delaware,  it  is  said  his  orders  could 
be  heard  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other.  There  was  a  dash  of 
romance  in  his  life,  and  an  air  of  consequence  in  liis  bearing,  that  ren- 
dered him  interesting  to  the  community  at  large.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
stock,  born  in  Boston.  Even  in  boyhood  he  evinced  strong  military 
proclivities,  collected  and  distributed  military  books,  and  accumulated  a 
valuable  fund  of  military  knowledge.  As  a  stripling,  engaged  ";in  the 
book  business,  he  became  prosperous  ;  his  store  was  the  resort  of  the 
young  ladies  of  Boston  —  who  were  then  as  now  fond  of  reading  —  with 
one  of  whom  he  fell  in  love.  The  attachment  was  mutual ;  but  the  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  a  high  official  under  the  king,  who  would  not  sanc- 
tion her  marriage  with  a  rebel,  and  the  pair  consequently  eloped.  In 
June,  1775,  just  after  the  British  commander  had  issued  an  order  that 
no  one  should  take  arms  out  of  the  city,  Henry  Knox  and  his  devoted 
wife  walked  out  of  the  city  together,  Mrs.  Knox  carrying  her  husband's 
sword  concealed  in  her  garments  ;  having  secured  her  safety  in  the  coun- 
try, Knox  hastened  to  assist  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  as  a  volunteer 
aide-de-camp  to  General  Ward.  During  the  eight  years  of  the  war  he 
had  displayed  some  great  moral  and  intellectual  qualities.  He  was  now 
thirty-three.  Within  two  years  we  shall  find  him  Secretary  of  War,  and 
also  performing  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  new  nation ; 
while  Mrs.  Knox,  who  had  braved  so  many  dangers  for  love,  became  the 
centre  of  attraction  in  the  highest  social  circle  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

widow,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  remarkable  women  of  her  day,  whose  only  son, 
Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  became  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congi'essinl777,  and  resigned 
to  join  the  army.  He  was  United  States  Senator  from  1793  to  1796.  His  son,  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  completed  a  classical  education  at  New  Brunswick  in  1804,  studied  law,  was 
appointed  Attorney-General  of  the  State  in  1817,  was  United  States  Senator  from  1829  to 
1835,  Mayor  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in  1837,  and  became  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York  in  1838,  which  he  resigned  in  18.50  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  Rutgers 
College.  Dr.  Hardenbergh  visited  Holland  in  1762,  and  was  the  first  minister  ordained  in 
America  who  ever  preached  in  the  churches  of  the  Fatherland.  He  died  in  1790,  universally 
lamented.  His  son.  Jacobus  R.  Hardenbergh,  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  fortune,  settled  in  New 
Brunswick,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  present  family  of  the  name  in  New  Brunswick,  Jersey 
City,  and  New  York. 

1  See  sketches,  Vol.  I.  656,  759. 
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The  formal  parting  of  Washington  with  his  officers  occurred  at  noon 
on  the  4th  of  December,  in  the  great  historic  room  of  Fraunces' 
'  l\n-eru.  It  was  a  touching  ordeal.  He  filled  a  glass  with  wine 
and  pronounced  his  farewell  benediction,  after  which  each  one  present 
grasped  his  hand  and  gave  him  a  brother's  embrace  in  tender  silence. 
He  then  passed  from  the  room  through  a  corps  of  light  infantry,  and 
walked  to  Whitehall  Ferry,  attended  by  his  generals,  where  a  barge 
waited  to  convey  him  to  Paulus  Hook  on  his  way  to  Congress.  When 
he  had  embarked  he  turned,  took  off  his  hat,  and  waved  a  silent 
adieu,  which  was  returned  in  the  same  significant  manner,  with  visible 
emotion  upon  every  countenance. 

In  four  days  he  reached  Philadelphia,  and  rendered  his  military 
accounts  to  the  proper  department  of  the  government,  entirely  in  his  own 
handwriting,  and  not  a  penny  was  charged  or  retained  as  a  recompense 
for  personal  services.  On  the  19th  he  arrived  in  Annapolis,  where  Con- 
gress was  in  session,  and  on  the  23d  resigned  the  authority  with  which 
he  had  been  invested.  The  public  ceremonial  on  this  occasion  was  con- 
ducted with  great  dignity  and  witnessed  by  an  immense  throng.  When 
concluded,  Washington  immediately  repaired  to  his  seat  at  Mount 
Vernon. 

James  Duane  was  the  first  Mayor  of  New  York  City  appointed  l)y 
Governor  Clinton  after  peace  was  established.  He  found  his  country- 
seat  near  Gramercy  Park  a  pile  of  ashes,  and  all  his  movable  effects 
destroyed.  His  wife  had  sjjent  the  greater  part  of  the  seven  years  of 
strife  at  the  old  manor-house  of  her  father,  Ptobert  Livingston  —  the 
third  Lord  of  Livingston  Manor.  But  they  were  soon  able  to  settle  them- 
selves in  a  comfortable  habitation  in  the  city.  The  mayor's  court,  under 
the  administration  of  Duane,  became  the  favorite  and  really  the  most 
important  forum.  It  was  held  in  a  building  which  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Wall  and  Nassau  Streets.  Disorder  in  every  man's  affairs,  consequent 
upon  the  long  military  possession  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  rendered  the 
duties  of  the  mayor  extremely  perplexing.  Losses  arising  from  the  sus- 
pension of  rents,  damages  done  by  loyalist  tenantry,  the  destruction  or 
removal  of  records  and  consequent  indistinctness  of  titles,  the  processes  of 
confiscation  of  estates,  the  swift  mutation  in  the  relative  value  of  money, 
property  of  all  kinds,  and  securities,  with  the  sudden  tightening  of 
pecuniary  obligations  —  the  sense  of  which  had  been  very  easy  for  some 
years  —  engendered  the  most  knotty  of  legal  questions.  Litigation  became 
more  brisk  than  any  other  department  of  industry.  Eight  lawyers  only 
had  hitherto  been  allowed  to  practice  in  this  court;  but  during  1784 
the  restriction  was  remo^■ed  in  favor  of  all  attorneys  and  counselors  of 
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the  supreme  court.  In  consequence  of  this  change  of  policy,  together 
with  the  high  judicial  reputation  of  Duane,  the  mayor's  court  suddenly, 
and  by  common  consent,  acquired  a  business  and  an  authority  scarcely 
contemplated  by  the  statutes  creating  it.  The  character  of  the  city  char- 
ter was  not  changed  by  the  Eevolution,  but  the  controlling  power  which 
had  formerly  been  exercised  by  the  British  government  was  now  vested 
in  the  State.  The  city  remained  divided  into  seven  wards,  and  an  alder- 
man and  assistant  were  elected^  every  year  by  the  people. 

Eichard  Varick  was  appointed  city  recorder,  and  by  virtue  of  his  office 
was  the  mayor's  judicial  colleague.  As  a  member  of  Washington's  mili- 
tary family  he  had  become  widely  known,  and  stood  well  in  the  public 
confidence.  He  was  a  young  man  of  thirty,  of  spotless  character  and 
broad  intelligence,  and  stately  of  mien  and  austere  in  his  views.  He  was 
subsequently  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  and  Duane's  successor  in  the 
mayoralty.  He  is  said  to  have  been  inclined  to  reverse  the  human 
maxim  of  the  common  law,  by  presuming  a  person  guilty,  if  accused,  until 
his  innocence  was  proved. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  assembled  in  New  York  City  on  the  21st 
of  January,  the  session  continuing  until  May  12.  This  branch  of  1784. 
the  new  government  consisted  of  the  Senate  and  the  Assembly.  ^^^-  ^^• 
Bills  might  originate  in  either  house,  but  must  be  passed  in  both  to  be- 
come laws.  The  Senate,  under  the  first  constitution,  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  members,  so  divided  into  classes  that  the  terms  of  six  should  expire 
each  year.  Lieutenant-Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  was  the  presiding 
officer  ;  Piobert  Benson,  who  had  been  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  through  six 
preceding  sessions,  filled  that  office  until  the  18th  of  February,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Abraham  B.  Bancker.  James  Duane,  William  Floyd, 
Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  Alexander  McDougall,  Lewis  Morris,  Isaac  Eoose- 
velt,  Isaac  Stoutenbergh,  Samuel  Townsend,  and  Stephen  Ward  repre- 
sented the  southern  district,  which  embraced  the  city  and  adjoining 
counties.  And  from  other  parts  of  the  State  came  Philip  Schuyler,  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Jr.,  Henry  Outhoudt,  Jacob  G.  Klock,  Ephraim  Paine,  Joseph 
Gasherie,  John  Hariug,  Jacobus  Swartwout,  Arthur  Parks,  William  Alli- 
son, Alexander  Webster,  John  Williams,  and  William  B.  Whiting. 

The  Assembly  was  chosen  annually.  It  consisted,  at  first,  of  seventy 
members,  with  the  power  to  increase  one  with  every  seventieth  increase  of 
the  number  of  electors  until  it  should  contain  three  hundred  members. 
The  newly  chosen  membership  from  the  metropolis  embraced  Eobert  Har- 
per, John  Lamb,  Isaac  Sears,  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt,  John  Stagg,  William 
Malcom,  Henry  Eutgers,  Henry  Hughes,  and  Marinus  Willett,  who  had 
been  so  heroic  in  the  defense  of  central  New  York,  but  whose  seat  in  the 
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Assembly  was  vacated  in  February  from  his  having  been  appointed  sheriff 
of  the  city,  an  oftice  he  held  for  many  following  years.  John  Hathorn,  of 
Orange,  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  John  McKesson  was 
appointed  clerk. 

The  adjustment  of  public  concerns  was  constantly  retarded  by  the 
dead-lock  in  private  affairs.  In  January  Gouverneur  Morris  wrote  to 
John  Jay,  from  Philadelphia,  "  I  was  lately  in  New  York,  and  things  there 
are  now  in  that  kind  of  ferment  that  was  rationally  to  be  expected." 
Prior  to  the  evacuation,  indeed,  ever  since  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  were  signed,  the  Americans  had  been  allowed  access  to  the  city, 
and  many  of  the  banished  residents  had  presented  claims  to  the  British 
authorities  for  depredations  upon  their  property.  The  records  of  these 
transactions  show  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  the  other  officers  concerned 
acted  on  prin- 
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and  the  charges  reasonable,  and  recommended  that  the  claimant,  ]\Irs. 
Morris  (the  mother  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  who  was  of  the  scholarly 
French  family  of  Gouverneurs  in  early  New  York),  be  paid  the  full 
amount  of  her  demands.  The  claim,  amounting  to  upwards  of  eight 
thousand  pounds,  was  sent  to  England,  and  subsequently  liquidated, 
although  not  during  that  lady's  lifetime. 

That  portion  of  the  seat  of  the  Morrises  known  as  "  Old  Morrisania  " 
became  the  property  of  Gouverneur  Morris.  In  1800  he  erected  the 
dwelling  of  the  accompanying  illustration,  from  the  design  of  a  French 
chateau.     It  overlooks  the   East  River  just  where  it  is  joined  by  the 
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waters  of  Harlem  Eiver,  the  view  from  the  mansion  being  deftly  shown 
by  our  artist.  It  is  surrounded  by  line  old  elms  and  smooth  lawns,  and 
has  been  well  preserved  with  few  alterations  by  his  descendants.  Lewis, 
the  elder  brother  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, possessed  an  ample  estate  a  little  farther  inland.^  Staats  Long 
Morris,  the  brother  of  the  patriots,  who  married  the  daughter  of  the  I^arl 
of  Aberdeen  long  before  the  Revolution,  and  was  a  general  in  the  British 
service,  remained  in  England,  and  subsequently  became  Governor  of 
Quebec.  Eichard,  like  his  younger  brother,  Gouverneur,  was  a  lawyer 
of  original  and  peculiar  gifts,  and  in  1779  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of 
New  York,  holding  the  position  eleven  years ;  he  married  Sarah  Ludlow. 

The  restoration  of  the  loyalists  to  full  citizenship  became  at  once  a 
question  of  exciting  moment.  The  rigid  laws  enacted  by  the  State  had 
deprived  many  persons  of  their  property,  without  any  opportunity  of 
defending  themselves,  which  was  declared  contrary  to  the  usages  of  all 
civilized  nations.  Living  within  the  British  lines  upon  one's  own  estate 
was  in  itself  certainly  no  "  treason."  Protection  was  sought  from  the 
American  authorities,  and  in  some  instances  obtained,  which  encouraged 
others  who  had  been  attainted  to  return  and  apply  for  justice.  Extraor- 
dinary debates  ending  in  wrangles  were  of  daily  occurrence.  "  There 
ought,  sir,  no  Tory  to  be  suffered  to  exist  in  America.  Until  the  goats 
are  separated  from  the  sheep,  we  must  expect  to  row  against  the  stream," 
exclaimed  one  of  the  able  leaders  of  the  Eevolution.  While  others 
of  equal  rank  argued  elofi^uently  in  favor  of  forgetting  and  forgiving, 
and  against  persecuting  men  for  opinions  or  seeming  to  take  unmanly 
revenge. 

The  right  of  one  party  in  a  civil  conflict  to  levy  upon  another,  and  the 
fact  that  the  British  generals  exercised  that  right  througliout  the  war, 
was  urged  in  defense  of  the  principle  of  confiscation,  and  finally  a  legisla- 
tive act,  embracing  a  decree  of  perpetual  outlawry  and  banishment  against 
certain  individuals  whose  names  were  mentioned,  confirmed  former  en- 
actments. Popular  animosity,  however,  gradually  relaxed.  Many  liberal- 
minded  men  of  prominence  pronounced  the  measure  arbitrary  and  cruel. 
These  were  instantly  accused  in  turn  of  undue  subservience  to  Brit- 
ish influence.     Then  came  the  counter-charge  of  avarice,  rapacity,  and 

1  Lewis  jMorris,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Judge 
Lewis  JMorris  (see  VoLL  575,  576),  born  at  Morrisania  in  1726,  died  in  1798  ;  three  of  his  sons 
served  with  distinction  in  the  army  and  received  the  thanks  of  Congress,  of  whom  Lewis  was 
aide  to  Sullivan,  and  afterwards  to  Greene  ;  James,  the  fourth  son,  married  Helen  Van  Cort- 
landt,  daughter  of  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  and  erected  the  great,  square,  handsome  dwelling 
which  stands  upon  an  eminence  near  Fleetwood  Park,  the  present  residence  of  William  H. 
Jlorris.     The  Morrises  were  all  men  of  splendid  phj'siipie. 
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resentment.  Old  feuds  were  revived,  and  personal  quarrels  reopened. 
The  lines  of  party  were  drawn  which  subsequent  events  more  strongly 
defined;  and  upon  which  the  most  important  changes  in  the  political 
history  of  the  State  have  turned. 

Business  revived  slowly.  As  spring  advanced  the  mercantile  interests 
of  tli'e  city  were  discussed  with  vigor,  and  various  were  the  methods  pro- 
posed for  encouraging  trade.  A  petition  from  several  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  a  confirmation  of  their  charter, 
which  was  said  to  be  forfeited,  was  duly  considered  by  the  legislature, 
and  on  the  13th  of  April  "An  act  to  remove  doubts  concerning  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  to  confirm  the  rights  and  privileges  thereof," 
became  a  law.  Seven  days  later  a  meeting  was  held  and  the 
institution  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the  "  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  State  of  New  York."  Old  members,  who  had  been  exiles 
from  the  city  for  seven  years,  as  well  as  many  of  those  who  had  kept  up 
the  meetings  during  the  war,  continued  or  renewed  their  "connection  with 
the  Chamber;  among  these  were  John  Alsop,  Daniel  Phoenix,  Isaac 
Eoosevelt,  the  noted  Whig  and  State  senator,  Eobert  E.  Waddell,  Jacobus 
Van  Zandt,  James  Beekman,  Gerardus  Duyckink,  who  lost  seven  houses 
in  the  fire  of  1778,  Daniel  Ludlow,  Henry  Eemsen,  Peter  Keteltas, 
Daniel  McCormick,  a  rich  bachelor  living  on  Wall  Street,  famous  for  his 
mixture  of  generous  hospitality,  convivial  habits,  and  strict  religious  prin- 
ciples, Theophylact  Bache,  former  President  of  the  Chamber,  William 
Laight,  who  afterwards  filled  many  important  offices  of  trust,  Oliver 
Templeton,  John  Murray,  one  of  the  elders  in  Dr.  Eodgers's  Church,  and 
at  a  later  date  President  of  the  Chamber  for  eight  years  1798-1806, 
Francis  Lewis,  Thomas  Eandall,  Walter  Buchanan,  and  William  Walton. 

The  subject  of  public  instruction  was  discussed  in  social  circles,  in  the 
pulpits,  in  the  newspapers,  and  in  the  various  political  and  business 
assemblages,  during  the  winter  and  spring,  'without  material  results. 
Schools  maintained  by  religious  societies  through  voluntary  contributions 
were  reopened ;  the  "  public  school,"  under  the  auspices  of  the  Consistory 
of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church,  was  henceforward  called  the  "  charity 
school,"  and  it  lost  its  distinctive  language  as  well  as  its  name.  Individ- 
ual school  enterprises  of  slight  importance  were  projected,  and  failed  for 
Avant  of  support.  What  to  do  with  Kings  College,  which  had  been  arrested 
in  its  operations  eight  years  before,  and  the  edifice  used  as  a  military 
hospital,  became  a  question  of  vital  interest.  Finally  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture,  passed  on  the  1st  of  May,  created  the  University  of  the  State, 
an  institution  patterned  from  the  English  University  of  Oxford, 
and  amended  the  charter  of  the  college,  changing  its  name  from  Kings  to 
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Columbia.  The  first  Eegents  of  the  University  were  named  in  the  act. 
They  were  men  of  highest  eminence  and  scholarship,  empowered  to  found 
schools  and  colleges  in  any  part  of  the  State.  But  in  consequence  of 
their  residences  in  different  and  remote  sections,  a  quorum  could  not  be 
assembled,  and  the  system  was  altered  the  following  November,  and  new 
appointments  made  in  the  law.  Even  the  new  system  was  found  in- 
operative. It  was  finally  proposed  by  Hamilton,  and  recommended  by  a 
committee  of  the  Eegents,  able  men,  whose  superiors  could  not  be  found 
in  the  nation,  that  each  subordinate  institution  composing  the  University 
should  have  its  own  officers  and  trustees,  with  governing  powers,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Eegents.  An  act  to 
this  effect  passed  the  legislature  April  13,  1787,  and  is  still  in  force. 
Thus  did  New  York,  with  singular  foresight,  provide  her  grand  scheme 
of  public  instruction,  when  only  one  poverty-stricken  college,  and  not  an 
academy  or  a  common  school,  existed  within  her  borders.  The  Univer- 
sity now  consists  of  thirty-seven  colleges  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  academies,  all  acting  in  harmony,  and  greatly  influencing  some 
thirteen  thousand  common  schools,  whose  superintendent  is  himself  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Eegents. 

Governor  George  Clinton  was  the  first  Chancellor  of  the  University,  and 
Eev.  Dr.  Eodgers  Vice-Chancellor.^  Columbia  College  was  reorganized 
and  a  committee  empowered  to  provide,  in  a  temporary  way,  for  what 
might  be  most  needful,  but  want  of  funds  prevented  final  arrangements 
until  1787.  The  first  student  was  De  Witt  Clinton,  a  precocious  boy 
of  fifteen.  His  father,  General  James  Clinton,  on  his  journey  to  place 
De  Witt  in  Princeton  College,  stopped  in  New  York  City  one  summer 
morning  of  1784.  Mayor  Duane  was  a  member  of  the  above  com- 
mittee, and,  unwilling  that  a  Clinton  should  go  out  of  the  State  for 
his  education,  hastened  to  the  elegant  scholar,  Eev.  Dr.  William  Coch- 
rane, and  induced  him  to  undertake  the  tuition  of  the  youth,  and  such 
others  as  might  apply,  until  professorships  in  the  college  should  be  estab- 
lished. Young  Clinton,  who  had  been  prepared  for  this  ordeal  in  the 
academy  at  Kingston,  under  John  Addison,  was  examined  in  presence 
of  the  Eegents  and  admitted  to  the  junior  class.  He  was  gTaduated  as 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1786.  The  first  President  of  Columbia  College,  Wil- 
liam Samuel  Johnson,  son  of  the  first  President  of  this  institution  as  Kings 
College,  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1787 ;  up  to  which  time  a  presi- 
dent's duties  were  discharged  by  the  various  professors  in  turn. 

1  John  Jay  was  the  second  Chancellor  ;  after  him,  George  Clinton  again  filled  the  office 
four  years  ;  and  Morgan  Lewis,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  John  Taylor,  Simeon  De  Witt, 
Stephen  Van  Kensselear,  James  King,  Peter  Wendell,  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn, 
and  Erastus  C.  Benedict  have  followed  in  regular  succession  until  the  present  date,  1880. 
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Among  the  early  Eegents  were  Bishop  Provost,  Eev.  Dr.  Livingston, 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Mason,  Rev.  John  Gano,  John  Jay,  Leonard  Lispenard, 
Walter  Livingston,  John  Rutherford,  Morgan  Lewis,  Anthony  Hoftniann, 
Lewis  Morris,  John  Lawrence,  Ebenezer  Russell,  Dr.  John  Cochrane,  Dr. 
Charles  McKnight,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Walter  Livingston,  Thomas 
Jones,  Mathew  Clarkson,  and  Abraham  B.  Bancker,  nearly  all  of  whom 
were  characters  familiar  to  the  reader.  Rev.  John  Gano,  a  clerical  scholar 
of  rare  culture,  pastor  of  the  infant  Baptist  Church  for  sixteen  years 
prior  to  the  war,  had  been  a  chaplain  in  the  army,  and  upon  returning 
to  the  city  with  the  establishment  of  peace  could  find  but  thirty-seven 
out  of  his  two  hundred  church-members.  Their  little  house  of  worship 
had  been  used  as  a  stable,  but  was  soon  repaired.  Mr.  Gano  labored 
successfully  in  this  field  until  1788,  when  he  resigned  his  charge  and 
removed  into  the  wilds  of  Kentucky.  During  his  ministry  he  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  persons.  His 
successor  was  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Foster,  who  filled  the  pulpit  ten  years. 
The  third  pastor  was  Rev.  William  Collier.  During  the  ministry  of  the 
latter  the  old  structure  was  replaced  by  a  new  one,  sixty-five  feet  by  eighty, 
and  the  dedication  sermon  was  preached  in  May,  1802,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ste- 
phen Gano,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  son  of  Rev.  John  Gano.^ 

Dr.  Charles  McKnight  was  not  only  one  of  the  Regents,  but  was  pres- 
ently appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy  in  Columbia  College, 
and  also  Port  Physician  of  New  York.  He  had  served  the  country 
throughout  the  Revolution,  was  three  years  "  Senior  Surgeon  of  the 
Flying .  Hospital,"  and  towards  the  close  of  the  war  became  "  Surgeon 
General  and  Chief  Physician"  of  the  army.  He  was  specially  distin- 
guished as  a  practical  surgeon,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  writes  Duer, 
"was  without  a  rival  in  that  branch  of  his  profession." ^     His  wife  was  a 

'  See  Vol.  I.  753.  Stephen  Gano,  a  Huguenot,  whose  parents  settled  in  New  Rochelle, 
married  Ann  Walton.  Their  grandson  was  Rev.  John  Gano  ;  his  sous  were :  John,  of  Cin- 
cinnati ;  Isaac  ;  Richard  Montgomery,  grandfather  of  Dr.  James  M.  Gano,  of  New  York, 
George  A.  Gano,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  and  Joseph  J.  Gano,  of  Pittsfield,  Illinois;  Rev.  Ste- 
phen, of  Providence  ;  and  William.  Among  the  prominent  members  of  the  family  in  Cin- 
cinnati is  John  Gano,  of  The  Cincinnati  Commercial. 

2  Dr.  Charles  McKnight  was  born  in  1750,  at  Cranberry,  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  1791. 
He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Charles  McKnight,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  who  came  to  this  country 
about  the  year  1740,  and  became  pastor  of  the  united  congregations  of  Cranberry  and  Alleutown, 
New  Jersey,  and  afterwai-ds  of  Shrewsbury  and  Middleton  Point.  The  McKnight  family, 
originally  of  Scotland,  located  in  the  County  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  about  the  close  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  where  they  subsequently  distinguished  themselves  in  the  cause  of  William 
III.  The  father  of  Rev.  Charles  McKnight  was  Rev.  John  McKnight,  a  divine  of  great 
eminence,  whose  father,  Mr.  John  McKnight,  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  Londonderry  in  the 
memorable  siege  of  that  city,  and  afterwards  lost  an  arm  at  the  decisive  battle  of  the  Boyne. 
The  church  at  Middleton  Point  was  burned  by  a  detachment  of  British  troops  in  1777,  and 
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lady  of  great  personal  beauty  and  social  prominence.  She  was  Mary,  the 
only  daughter  of  the  famous  lawyer  and  patriot,  John  Morin  Scott,  who, 
as  the  young  widow  of  a  British  officer,  Colonel  John  Litchfield,  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  period  of  hostilities  within  the  British  lines,  and 
is  said  to  have  furnished  material  information  to  her  father  and  to 
Governor  Livingston,  with  whose  daughters  she  was  in  constant  corre- 
spondence. Her  intense  devotion  to  the  American  cause  is  not  surprising, 
when  we  remember  the  blended  races  to  which  she  owed  her  ancestry. 
Her  father  was  of  ancient  Scotch  lineage  ;  her  mother,  Helena  Eutgers, 
of  New  York,  was  of  the  prominent  old  Dutch  stock ;  and  her  grand- 
mother, Marie  Morin,  was  from  an  equally  high-toned  French  Huguenot 
family  who  settled  in  New  York  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes.  Some  of  Mrs.  McKnight's  spirited  letters  are  in  existence ;  two 
or  three  written  to  Miss  Anna  Van  Home,  one  of  the  daughters  of  David 
Van  Home,  afterwards  the  wife  of  William  Edgar,  give  thrilling  glimpses 
into  the  midnight  scenes  of  that  summer  of  alarm,  1776.  The  Scott 
family  had  taken  refuge  in  New  Jersey,  and  rumors  that  the  British  were 
about  to  land  were  perpetual.  "  We  have,"  she  writes,  "  our  coach  stand- 
ing before  our  door  every  night,  and  the  horses  harnessed,  ready  to  make 
our  escape  if  we  have  time."  They  were,  it  seems,  ordered  to  fly  one  night 
in  the  midst  of  a  violent  thunder-storm.  "After  proceeding  about  a 
mile,"  she  says,  "  old  daddy  Csesar  was  so  frightened  he  could  not  manage 
the  horses,  so  mamma  sent  me  outside  to  drive." 

The  press  was  in  a  formative  state,  like  all  other  institutions.  Journal- 
ism had  not  yet  become  a  profession.  Existing  newspapers  were  few, 
and  managed  by  ambitious  political  chiefs,  as  armies  are  manipulated  by 
their  generals.  The  sheets  were  small  upon  which  they  were  printed, 
and  crowded  with  advertisements.  The  reading  matter,  what  there  was 
of  it,  was  contributed  by  scholars  and  politicians,  but  nearly  every  writer 
was  bound  to  party,  and  many  years  were  to  elapse  before  the  germ  of 
what  is  now  one  of  the  chief  glories  of  America  acquired  anything  ap- 
proximating to  full  freedom  of  thought  and  action. 

In  the  early  part  of  1784  the  New  York  Legislature,  learning  of  the 
death  of  John  Holt,  the  printer,  who  had  been  "  of  eminent  service  to  his 
country,"  employed  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Holt,  his  widow,  in  printing  the 
journals  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  government ;  she  also  con- 
ducted the  paper  for  a  time  which  Holt  had  published  in  Poughkeepsie 
during  the  conflict,  and  resumed  in  New  York  in  1783,  called  The  Indc- 
pendent  Gazette,  or  New  York  Journal  revived.     Four  newspapers  flour- 

the  Rev.  Charles  McKnight  was  carried  a  prisoner  to  New  York,  where  he  died  January  1,  1778. 
He  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Princeton,  and  stood  so  near  General  Mercer  when  he  fell  as  to 
receive  a  severe  saber-cut  on  his  head.     He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Princeton  College. 
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ished  in  the  city  during  the  greater  period  of  its  occupancy  by  the 
British  troops ;  in  order  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  daily  newspaper,  an 
arrangement  was  made  with  the  proprietors  of  each  to  publish  on  differ- 
ent days.  Thus  Eivington's  Boyal  Gazette,  which  was  the  most  notable 
of  any  for  its  extraordinary  untruths  and  abuse  of  the  Americans,  ap- 
peared on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  Hugh  Gaine's  Gazette  or  Mercury 
on  Mondays,  and  two  others  of  lesser  importance  on  Thursdays  and  Fri- 
days. As  the  war  drew  to  a  close  Eivington's  loyalty  cooled.  He 
wished  to  continue  his  residence  in  New  York,  where  he  had  established 
a  bookstore.  His  paper  dropped  its  appendages  of  royalty  and  appeared 
as  a  plain  democratic  newspaper,  entitled  Eivi7igto7is  New  York  Gazette 
and  Universal  Advertiser.  But  he  was  disturbed  by  the  people,  and 
relinquished  the  enterprise  before  the  end  of  a  twelvemonth.  Hugh 
Gaine's  paper  closed  with  the  war.  He  had  been  distinguished  by  the 
facility  with  which  he  could  balance  himself  upon  the  political  fence ; 
when  fortune  was  with  the  British  he  was  the  most  loyal  of  kingly  sub- 
jects, when  with  America  he  was  a  patriot  of  deepest  dye.  "  When  the 
contest  was  doubtful  he  was  the  completest  pattern  of  a  genuine  doubter." 
Samuel  Loudon,  editor  of  The  Neio  York  Packet  and  American  Advertiser, 
returned  from  Fishkill  to  New  York  on  the  conclusion  of  peace ;  in  1785 
he  changed  his  publication,  which  was  the  political  opponent  of  The  Neiv 
York  Journal,  from  a  weekly  to  a  daily.  Loudon  himself  was  an  elder 
in  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York. 

The  population  of  the  city,  a  practical  fusion  of  many  elements  and 
nationalities,  was  in  a  changeful  condition  during  the  entire  period  com- 
prehended in  the  present  chapter.  Homes  were  little  more  than  resting- 
places.  Everything  was  mixed  and  uncertain.  Houses  were  occupied 
one  day  and  vacant  the  next.  People  moved  into  the  town,  but  others 
moved  away ;  thus  there  was  no  material  increase  of  abiding  citizens. 
Kubbish  and  ruins  still  marked  the  track  of  the  great  fire  of  1776,  and 
one  or  two  hundred  horses  and  cows  might  have  been  seen  grazing  in  the 
open  fields  about  Reade  Street,  where  there  was  a  burying-ground  for 
negroes,  and  scarcely  a  single  house.  In  the  rear  of  the  Old  City  Hospital, 
between  Duane  and  Anthony  Streets,  was  a  rural  orchard  so  secluded 
that  it  was  chosen  for  the  scene  of  a  duel  in  1786,  in  which  one  of  the 
parties  was  mortally  wounded.  The  map  of  Manhattan  Island  (page  68) 
forcibly  illustrates  the  size  of  New  York  City  at  this  juncture,  a  mere 
speck  in  comparison  with  its  present  proportions.  Its  population  did  not 
at  any  time  within  these  four  years  exceed  twenty-four  thousand.  Its 
first  directory,  published  in  1786,  was  a  little  primer  of  eighty-two  pages, 
containing  nine  hundred  names  of  individuals  and  firms,  with  statistics 
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of  a  varied  character,  an  almanac,  and  a  table  of  coins ;  this  was  produced 
by  David  Franks,  who  advertised  himself  as  an  attorney,  and  Shepherd 
Kollock,  formerly  of  The  New  Jersey  Journal,  both  editors  as  well  as 
enterprising  printers ;  Kollock  was  also  a  judge  of  common  pleas  for 
thirty-five  years.  Public  whipping  was  still  in  vogue  for  various  mis- 
demeanors, men  were  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  colored  slaves  occupied 
a  niche  in  every  household  of  importance. 

Several  prominent  military  characters  passed  away  during  the  same 
period.  Lord  Stirling  died  in  Albany,  in  January,  1783.  He  had  ren- 
dered constant  and  important  services  to  the  country  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  was  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him  in  public  or  in 
private  life.  His  estates  were  sacrificed  at  forced  sales,  and  nothing  was 
left  his  family  of  value.  Oliver  De  Lancey  died  in  England  in  Novem- 
ber, 1785,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  ;^  he  had  fought  for  George  III.  with 
a  self-sacrificing  heroism  vastly  exceeding  that  of  England's  native  gen- 
erals ;  but  from  his  life-long  connection  with  New  York  affairs,  the  news 
of  his  death  was  received  with  tearful  sadness.  Alexander  McDougall 
died  in  June,  1786.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  senate  at  the 
time  of  his  decease,  one  of  the  most  fearless  of  politicians,  with  original 
and  intelligent  views.  Isaac  Eoosevelt  succeeded  him  as  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York.  The  same  month  was  marked  by  the  death  of 
Nathaniel  Greene,  who  next  to  Washington  was  esteemed  one  of  the 
greatest  generals  America  had  as  yet  produced.  He  breathed  out  his 
valuable  life  at  the  beautiful  plantation  near  Savannah  which  had  been 
presented  to  him  by  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Meanwhile  there  were  many  notable  occasions  for  rejoicing.  Both  La- 
fayette and  Washington  were  received  with  august  ceremonies  by  the  city. 
Another  great  day  was  when  John  Jay  returned  from  his  successful  Euro- 
pean mission,  July  24, 1784.  The  mayor  and  corporation  greeted  him  with 
an  address  of  welcome,  presenting  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box. 

1  Oliver  De  Lancey,  fifth  son  of  Etienne  De  Lancey  (bom  in  1718,  died  in  1785),  married 
Phila,  daughter  of  Jacob  Franks,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1742.  (See  Vol.  L  531,  532.)  Their  six 
children  were  :  Stephen,  married  Cornelia  Barclay,  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Bahamas 
and  Governor  of  Tobago  ;  Oliver,  who  succeeded  Andre  as  Adjutant-General  of  the  Brit- 
ish army  ;  Susanna,  married  General  Sir  William  Draper  ;  Phila,  married  Stephen  Payne 
Galwey,  counselor  to  the  Governor  of  Antigua ;  Anna,  married  John  HaiTis  Cruger  ;  and 
Charlotte,  married  Field  Marshal  Sir  David  Dundas,  K,  C.  B.  The  only  son  of  Stephen 
(elder  son  of  Oliver)  was  Sir  "William  Howe  De  Lancey,  K.  C.  B.,  who  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Waterloo.  The  eldest  daughter  of  Stephen,  Susan  De  Lancey,  -married  for  her 
second  husband  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Governor  of  St.  Helena  during  the  cajitivity  of  Napoleon 
the  Great.  Susanna,  the  sister  of  Oliver  De  Lancey,  who  married  Sir  Peter  Warren  (see 
Vol.  L  586,  588),  had  three  daughters  :  Anna,  married  (1758)  Charles  Fitzroy,  first  Baron 
Southampton  ;  Charlotte,  married  (1768)  Willoughby  Bertie,  fourth  Earl  of  Abingdon  ; 
Susanna,  married  William  Skinner  of  New  Jersey,  whose  only  chiM,  Susan  Maria,  married 
her  cousin,  Major-General  Henry,  third  Viscount  Gage. 
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The  utmost  enthusiasm  prevailed.  He  was  caressed  and  feted.  P^very 
one  delighted  in  doing  him  honor.  The  whole  city  was  brilliant  with 
festivities.  While  upon  the  eve  of  sailing  for  home  he  had  received  a 
farewell  letter  from  David  Hartley,  exceptionably  interesting  in  this  con- 
nection as  an  illustration  of  the  good-will,  respect,  and  confidence  which 
our  New  York  envoy  commanded  in  Great  Britain,  in  which  occurs  the 
following  paragraph :  — 

"  Your  public  and  private  conduct  has  impressed  me  with  unalterable  esteem 
for  you  as  a  public  and  private  friend ;  ...  if  I  should  not  have  the'  good 
fortune  to  see  you  again,  I  hope  you  will  always  think  of  me  as  eternally  and 
unalterably  attached  to  the  principles  of  renewing  and  establishing  the  most 
intimate  connection  of  amity  and  intercourse  and  alliance  between  our  two 
countries.  I  presume  that  the  subject  of  American  intercourse  will  soon  be 
renewed  in  Parliament,  as  the  term  of  the  present  act  approaclies  to  its  expira- 
tion. The  resumption  of  tliis  subject  in  Parliament  will  probably  give  ground 
to  some  specific  negotiation  —  you  know  my  sentiments  already.  I  thank  you 
for  your  inquiries  concerning  my  sister.  She  continues  much  in  the  same  way 
as  when  you  were  at  Bath  —  tliat  is  to  say,  as  we  hope  in  a  fiiir  way  to  final 
recovery,  though  very  slowly.  My  brother  is  well,  and  joins  with  me  in  sincere 
good  wishes  to  yourself  and  family,  and  to  the  renovation  of  all  those  ties  of 
consanguinity  and  friendship  wliich  have  for  ages  been  interwoven  between  our 
respective  countries."' 

Chancellor  Eobert  Pt.  Livingston  wrote  on  the  30th  from  Clermont, 
congratulating  Jay  upon  his  safe  return.  Livingston  had  retired  from 
his  position  as  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  1783,  but  Congress  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  fill  his  place  satisfactorily.  The  responsible  office 
was  tendered  to  Jay  ;  and  while  the  question  of  his  acceptance  was  in 
abeyance,  the  legislature  of  New  York  appointed  him  one  of  its  delegates 
to  Congress,  which  convened  in  November  at  Trenton.  Jay  did  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  the  place  of  meeting  inconvenient,  and,  fully  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  secrecy  in  diplomatic  affairs,  was  unwilling  to  assume 
the  duties  of  state  unless  he  could  have  the  selection  of  his  own  clerks 
—  appointments  hitherto  under  the  control  of  Congress.  After  consid- 
erable spirited  discussion  it  was  determined  that  New  York  City  should 
be  the  future  seat  of  Congress,  to  which  place  it  removed  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1784.  Elbridge  Gerry  wrote  to  General  Warren,  under  the 
same  date:  — 

"It  is  fortunate  that  we  arrived  here  as  we  did,  for  otherwise  Congress 
would  by  this  time  have  been  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  treasury  in  such  hands 

1  David  Hartley  to  John  Jay,  March  2,  1784.  This  letter,  from  among  the  private  papers 
of  Chief  Justice  Jay,  and  for  which  the  author  is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  John  Jay, 
is  now  for  the  first  time  published. 
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as  you  and  I  could  not  approve.     There  was  a  stronger  party  formed  against 
us     an  I  reme-nber  to  have  seen,  but  I  think  it  wiU  J,  J,  an'd  Z  te  ^  " 
a  good  t,u,n  agam.     We  have  carried  two  great  points  to-day  by  passiu.  an 
ord„,ance,   hrst,  to  appoint  three  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  disWcTZt  c 
branc    of  either  side  of  the  Delaware,  within  eight  m.les  of  thi    pa:        p 
chase  the  sod  and  enter  into  contracts  for  erecting  suitable  buildings;  s  cond  y 
to  adjourn  to  xNew  York  and  reside  there  untU  suitable  buildings  are  preZd 
Th,s  I  consider  a  fortunate  affair  in  every  r^pect  but  one.     It  il  so  disa  r  e  b  e 
to  our  worthy  secretary,  that  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  he  will  resl 'nh 

part  of  Mr  Jay  to  the  acceptance  of  h,s  office,  and  he  yesterday  took  the  oaths 
and  entered  on  the  business  of  his  department." 

Thus  the  year  1785  dawned  upon  New  York  City  as  the  capital  of 
the  nation.     The  corporation  tendered  Congress  the  use  of  the  C,^  Hall 
on  Wall  Street  together  w,th  such  other  public  buildings  as  „  'bf  b 
necessary  for  if«  opnn,>ini-^ri..*-;^„      -n-  i       t.  o       '  nn^ui  ue 


necessary  for  rts  accomn.odation.  Bishop  Provost  was  a°ppoint  d  chap 
lam,  through  the  nomination  of  Walter  Livingston.  Forei'n  affal" 
were  orgamzed  by  John  Jay  on  a  modest  scale  But  he  found  them 
p  cnhar  y  burdensome  through  the  want  of  executive  autltorT  in  tt! 
adm,„>stratmn  His  thoughts  were  at  once  directed  towards  a Itlrin"  the 
.  sttng  Constrtutton.  "  Until  this  be  done,"  he  wrote  on  May  To  I785 
he  Cham  winch  holds  us  together  wiU  be  too  feeble  to  bear  much  loJ 
s  tion  or  exertton,  and  we  shall  be  daily  mortified  by  seeing  the  Hnks 
of  It  grvmg  way  and  calling  for  repair,  one  after  another  " 

May      Ihe   ship  Mmprm.  the   first  vessel  ever  sent  from  the 
United  S  ates  to  China,  returned  to  this  port  with  flying  colors  "*«■" 
An  official  account  of  the  important  voyage  was  at  oni  commun  cated  to 
fhe  SaTfl""f  I'"',  '^"  ''''"'  '^™""'^-     ^^^  -«P-'  "hich 

fus  d    deas  of  tt  *'Tr'  '^  '  "^""'^  *'>°  '-"  ""•=-'»  but 

comused  ideas  of  the  new  republic,  together  with  the  successful  estab 

Lshment  of  a  direct  trade  with  that  distant  empire,  gavrrshimit 

ancUnergy  to  every  branch  of  industry,  and  ope'ned  new  0^^:!' all 

Unlted'sutes''"  It:  '""■"  "m-^^"'""'  '"  ^"'■"''  "'«  f™-"'^'"!'  "f  the 
united  States.     After  signing  the  treaties  in  Paris,  she  had  invited  Jav 

had  s  :r  H      "°"'""""'  ''  '^'"'""'  *'"»"  ^'  d^dined;  and  Antri  I 
had  since  shown  no  inclination  to  court  her  favor.     But  before  ConC« 

ZTi^:^  '^T'  ''''"''  P'^-iPote-tiary  Ive^andTc    ! 

hTmb^r  inlvalt  7'T  'f "'""°"  °'  ^""""^''-S  '"'"  '»  "^^  Congress 
Chamber  in  Wall  Street,  and  announcing  h.m  to  the  dignified  body  there 
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assembled.  When  his  commission  and  letters  of  credence  had  been 
delivered  and  read,  Don  Diego  Gardoqui  addressed  the  president  and 
members,  standing  uncovered  while  declaring  the  affection  of  his  master, 
the  King  of  Spain,  for  them,  "  his  great  and  beloved  friends." 

Full  powers  had  been  given  to  its  ministers  in  Europe  by  Congress 
to  treat  with  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli.  John  Adams,  still  in 
Holland,  had  been  actively  studying  the  habits  and  forms  of  these  African 
governments  and  their  treaties.  He  was  in  Versailles,  consulting  Ver- 
gennes  about  money  and  presents  —  who  said  that  "the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  was  the  most  interested  man  in  the  world,  and  the  most  greedy 
of  money  "  —  when  news  came  that  he  had  been  elected  to  represent  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  In  reply  to  the  felicitations 
of  Vergennes,  he  said  he  did  not  know  but  it  merited  compassion  rather 
than  felicitation.  "  Ah,  why  ? "  asked  Vergennes,  with  astonishment. 
"  Because,  as  you  know,  it  is  a  species  of  degradation  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  after  having  been  accredited  to  the  King  of  France,  to  be  sent  to 
any  other  court."'  "  But,  permit  me  to  say,"  continued  Vergennes,  "  it  is 
a  great  thing  to  be  the  first  ambassador  from  your  country  to  the  country 
you  sprang  from.  It  is  a  mark."  The  Duke  of  Dorset  congratulated 
Adams,  and  told  him  he  would  "  be  stared  at  a  great  deal."  Adams 
replied  that  he  "  trembled  at  the  thought  of  going  there ;  and  was  afraid 
they  would  gaze  with  evil  eyes."  One  of  the  foreign  ambassadors, 
surprised  to  learn  that  Adams  had  never  been  in  England  but  once,  ex- 
claimed, "  But  you  have  relations  there  ? "  "  None  at  all,"  replied  Adams. 
"  None  !  how  can  that  be  ?  You  are  of  English  extraction  ? "  "  Neither 
my  father  or  mother,  grandfather  or  grandmother,  great-grandfather  or 
great- grandmother,  nor  any  other  relation  that  I  know  of  or  care  a 
farthing  for,  has  been  in  England  these  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  so  that 
you  see  I  have  not  one  drop  of  blood  in  my  veins  but  what  is  American." 
"  Ay,  we  have  seen  proof  enough  of  that,"  answered  the  Minister. 

Before  the  end  of  May  Adams  was  in  London,  where  he  was  treated 
with  distinguished  consideration.  The  incidents  of  his  first  interview 
with  George  III.  were  faithfully  published  to  the  remotest  ends  of  the 
civilized  world.  The  king  pronounced  his  address  "  extremely  proper," 
and  in  reply  said,  "  I  will  be  very  frank  with  you.  I  was  the  last  to 
consent  to  the  separation ;  but,  the  separation  having  been  made,  and 
having  become  inevitable,  I  have  always  said,  as  I  say  now,  that  I  would 
be  the  first  to  meet  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  as  an  independent 
power."  During  the  conversation  which  followed,  the  king  asked  Adams 
if  he  was  just  from  France,  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  laugh- 
ingly remarked,  "  An  opinion  prevails  among  some  people  that  you  are 
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not  the  most  attached  of  all  your  countrymen  to  the  manners  of  France." 
With  graceful  pleasantry  Adams  admitted  the  truth  of  the  speculation, 
saying,  "  I  have  no  attachment  but  to  my  own  country."  "  An  honest 
man  will  never  have  any  other,"  was  the  quick  rejoinder  of  the  king. 

Wall  Street,  notable  for  having  been  the  scene  of  many  of  the  most 
significant  and  exciting  events  in  American  history,  was  not  only  where 
the  first  ambassador  was  chosen  for  Great  Britain,  and  his  instructions 
elaborately  prepared  by  Secretary  Jay  of  New  York,  but  it  was  in  a 
tumult  of  enthusiasm  one  chilly  day  late  in  the  autumn  of  this 

•^         -'  Nov.  24. 

year,  on  the  occasion  of  the  reception  by  Congress  of  the  first 
consul-general  from  George  III.  to  the  United  States,  Sir  John  Temple, 
whose  commission  had  been  executed  in  February.  Here,  too,  in  the  old 
historic  City  Hall,  which  was  soon  to  be  burnished  anew,  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son was  elected  (March  10)  Minister  to  France,  Franklin  having  earnestly 
asked  permission  to  return  to  America,  and  John  Eutledge  was  appointed 
to  the  Netherlands  (July  5)  in  place  of  Adams ;  here  the  grave  ques- 
tions necessary  for  the  dignified  maintenance  of  the  peace  secured  with 
the  various  nations  of  Europe  were  discussed  daily ;  here  Secretary  Jay 
met  the  offers  of  Spain  in  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
with  the  offer  to  forbear  navigating  its  waters  below  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  republic  for  a  term  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  while  re- 
fusing to  relinquish  the  right  —  which  the  Spanish  Minister  would  not 
concede  ;  and  here  the  remonstrance  of  Congress  at  what  was  deemed  an 
infraction  of  the  treaty,  embodied  in  a  memorial  to  the  British  Ministry, 
demanding  the  immediate  removal  of  its  garrisons  from  no  less  than 
seven  specified  military  posts  on  the  frontiers,  was  penned,  and  a  secret 
act  immediately  passed,  limited  to  one  year,  giving  Secretary  Jay  dis- 
cretionary power  to  inspect  letters  in  the  post-office.  The  probable 
motive  for  this  last  extraordinary  measure  was  to  discover  the  nature 
of  instructions  sent  from  England  to  the  commanders  of  the  garrisons, 
but  it  is  not  known  that  the  power  was  ever  exercised. 

Congress  elected  Samuel  Osgood,  Walter  Livingston,  and  John  Lewis 
Gervais  commissioners  of  the  treasury.  But  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture repealed  an  act  which  gTanted  the  revenues  of  its  port  to  the 
United  States,  and  established  a  custom-house  and  a  system  of  its  own. 
Every  effort  to  restore  to  Congress  the  disposition  and  control  of  this 
revenue  proved  unsuccessful.  The  city  was  the  great  commercial  mart 
of  the  L^'nion ;  and  the  collectors  were  appointed  by,  and  made  amenable 
exclusively  to,  the  State  authorities.  In  1786  the  legislature  made  the 
import  duties  payable  to  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  State.  Congress, 
perceiving  the  national  credit  more  than  ever  endangered  bytJiis  enact- 
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ment,  requested  Governor  Clintou  to  convene  the  legislature  for  its  recon- 
sideration. He  declined,  upon  the  ground  that  no  sufficient  cause  was 
shown  for  the  exercise  of  this  extraordinary  power,  the  decision  having 
been  recent  and  the  result  of  mature  deliberation.  Shortly  afterward 
a  proposition  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Europe  was  referred  by  Congress  to 
Secretary  Jay,  who  reported  that  it  appeared  to  him  improper  to  inaugu- 
rate any  such  proceeding,  as  the  Federal  government  was  rather  paternal 
and  persuasive,  than  coercive  and  efficient.  "  Congress,"  he  said,  "  can 
make  no  certain  dependence  on  the  States  for  any  specific  sums,  to  be 
required  and  paid  at  any  given  periods,  and  consequently  is  not  in  a 
capacity  safely  to  pledge  its  honor  and  faith  as  a  borrower."  Congress, 
indeed,  had  not  even  the  power  to  regulate  trade  so  as  to  counteract  the  un- 

liieiidly  regulations  of  other 
nations ;  each  State  having 
leserved  to  itself  the  right  of 
imposing,  collecting,  and  ap- 
pro] iriating  duties  on  its  own 
commerce. 

To  add  to  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  time, 
foiQ,ed  notes  and  counterfeit 
bills  circulated  to  an  alarni- 
mu  extent,  notwithstanding 
the  severe  penalties  involved. 
William  Stephens  Smith,  sec- 
letary  of  legation  under 
Adams  in  London,  had  de- 
tected and  arrested  several 
l)eisons  in  this  employment 
while  in  the  execution  of 
his  office  as  commissioner  to 
huperintend  the  embarkation 
ot  loyalists  from  the  port 
of  New  York.  The  sketch  is 
the  fac-simile  of  a  curious 
lelic  preserved  by  Egbert 
Keuson ;  it  was  delivered  into 


Specimen  of  Counterfeit  Money 

[Copied  tllroui,li  tile  courtcby  ut  Mr    K   1  crt  Bi- 


court  by  the  grand  jury  in  May,  1787,  wiih  bill  against  Mr.  Field,  the 
man  who  attempted  to  pass  it,  "  knowingly." 

The  first  banking  institution  in  New  York  originated  in  the  brain  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  commenced  operations  in  1784,  under  "  article.'^ 
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of  association,"  drawn  by  Hamilton,  who  was  a  member  of  its  first  board 
of  directors.  Hamilton,  as  well  as  Gouverneur  Morris,  had  materiallx' 
assisted  Eobert  Morris  in  the  establishment  of  the  "  Bank  of  North 
America  "  at  Philadelphia,  the  first  organized  bank  in  the  United  States, 
chartered  December  31,  1781  ;  and  Hamilton  had  filled  the  ofiice,  for  a 
considerable  period,  of  receiver  of  the  Continental  taxes  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  exerting  himself  the  while  to  impress  upon  the  legislature  the 
importance  of  his  favorite  financial  ideas  concerning  a  national  bank. 
The  "  Bank  of  New  York  "  was  not,  however,  chartered  until  May  21, 1791. 

"  It  takes  time  to  make  sovereigns  of  subjects,"  wrote  Jay  to  Jefferson 
in  the  autumn  of  1785.  The  pressure  of  a  common  danger  having  been 
removed,  the  defects  of  the  existing  confederation  were  actually  menacing 
the  country  with  ruin.  The  loyalists  were  exultant,  and  said  the  Ameri- 
cans had  found  "  their  idol,  their  phantom,  independency,  a  mere  ignis 
fatuus,"  in  short,  that  they  were  incapable  of  governing  themselves.  It 
was  clear  that  one  body  of  men,  daily  changing  its  members,  could  never 
manage  the  three  great  departments  of  sovereignty  —  legislative,  judicial, 
and  executive — with  convenience  or  effect.  Obstacles  of  a  startling 
character  interposed  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  there 
were  symptoms  of  uneasiness  among  the  Indians,  and  rumors  of  secret 
preparations  in  Canada,  as  if  for  another  war.  Congress  discovered,  upon 
investigation,  that  laws  enacted  by  at  least  five  of  the  States,  of  which 
New  York  was  one,  restrained  the  collection  of  debts  due  to  British  sub- 
jects, in  manifest  violation  of  the  treaty ;  and  it  called  upon  them  to 
repeal  such  acts,  but  had  no  authority  to  compel  acquiescence.     . 

Affairs  were  approaching  a  crisis.  Meanwhile  a  convention,  proposed 
by  James  Madison  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  uniform  system  of  commercial  regulations,  was  held  at  Annapolis. 
Delegates  were  present  from  five  States,  Virginia,  Delaware,  Penn-  1786. 
sylvania.  New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  Sept. 
had  recently  attacked  the  problem  of  self-government  with  the  keen  in- 
stincts of  a  veteran,  represented  New  York.  Nothing  of  importance  was 
accomplished  by  this  assemblage  except  a  recommendation  to  Congress, 
whicli  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  meet  in  Philadelphia 
the  following  May,  for  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  articles 
of  confederation. 

Eichard  Henry  Lee  was  president  of  Congress  in  1785,  and  Charles 
Thompson  secretary.  To  the  latter  we  owe  the  careful  preservation  of 
the  journals  of  Congress  through  the  stormy  period.  He  was  the  sole 
secretary  from  1774  to  1789,  and  made  two  copies  of  the  records  with  his 
own  hand.     His  life  was  singularly  noble  and  upright,  and  his  devotion 
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to  tlie  interests  of  the  nation  in  its  infancy  deserving  of  immortal  honor. 
He  was  a  classical  scholar  as  well  as  a  cultivated  gentleman,  and  the 
friend  of  all  the  great  men  of  his  time.  President  Lee  entertained  guests 
three  times  a  week,  but  never  invited  ladies,  having  none  at  his  own 
house  ;  John  Quincy  Adams  enjoyed  his  hospitality  during  a  visit  to 
New  York  in  the  hot  summer  of  1785,  and  writing  to  his  sister  in  Lon- 
don of  the  duties  of  the  presidential  office,  said,  "  He  is  obliged,  in  this 
weather,  to  sit  in  Congress  from  eleven  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  warmest  and  most  disagreeable  part  of  the  day.  It  was 
expeeted  that  Congress  would  adjourn  during  the  dog-days,  at  least,  but 
they  have  so  much  business  that  a  recess,  however  short,  would  leave 
them  behindhand." 

John  Quincy  Adams,  then  eighteen,  had  just  returned  from  Europe 
to  complete  his  education  at  Harvard  College.  He  had  accompanied 
his  father  to  Holland  and  France,  and  served  as  private  secretary  to 
Francis  Dana,  who  from  his  secretaryship  with  John  Adams  was  sent 
as  plenipotentiary  to  Russia  in  1781.  Young  Adams  was  the  recipient 
of  many  civilities  in  New  York.  He  dined  with  Secretary  Jay,  with 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  and  with  Governor  George  Clinton ;  breakfasted  with 
Elbridge  Gerry,  who  married  Miss  Thompson  of  New  York ;  and  wrote 
to  his  si.ster  of  taking  tea,  July  20,  with  David  Ramsey,  the  historian 
and  author  from  South  Carolina,  where  he  met  the  Spanish  Minister,  and 
also  Van  Berckel,  the  first  Dutch  Minister  to  the  United  States.  He 
visited  Rufus  King,  member  of  Congress  from  New  England,  who 
married,  in  1786,  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  John  Alsop,  and  made  New 
York  his  permanent  residence.  "  I  am  pleased  with  these  intermarriages," 
wrote  Secretary  Jay  to  John  Adams,  in  May  of  the  last-named  year ; 
"they  tend  to  assimilate  the  States,  and  to  promote  one  of  the  first 
wishes  of  my  heart,  to  see  the  people  of  America  become  one  nation  in 
every  respect."  John  Adams  upon  receipt  of  the  intelligence,  imme- 
diately wrote  a  letter  of  congratulation  to  Mr.  King,  in  which  he  said, 
"  Your  marriage,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Gerry,  gives  me  the  more  pleasure, 
prol)ably,  as  a  good  work  of  the  same  kind,  for  connecting  ]\fassacliusetts 
aud  New  York  in  the  bonds  of  love,  was  going  on  here  " ;  and  proceeds 
to  announce  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Abigail  to  William  Stephens 
Smith  of  New  York,  the  ceremony  having  just  been  performed  in  London 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  Asaph. 

Secretary  and  Mrs.  Knox  gave  an  elegant  dinner  at  their  residence 
four  miles  out  of  the  city,  at  which  John  Quincy  Adams  met  several 
celebrities.  He  described  Lady  Kitty  Duer,  the  daughter  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling, who  was  present,  as  "neither  young  nor  handsome  "  ;  "but,"  writes 


THE   LOYALIST  CONTROVERSY. 


295 


Griswold  at  a  later  date,  "  she  would  not  have  been  thought  old  Ijy  a 
man  over  eighteen,  and  she  had  been,  if  she  was  not  then,  one  of  the 
sweetest  looking  women  in  New  York  City."  The  accompanying  por- 
trait, copied  from  an  exquisite  miniature-painting,  executed  not  far  from 
the  same  date,  possesses  exceptional  interest,  from  the  fact  that  Lady  Duer 
was  a  genuine  New-Yorker,  descended  from  the  famous  James  Alexander, 
and  the  first  De  Peyster  of  New  York,  and  through  her  mother  from  the 
Livingstons  and  Schuylers,  and  was  herself  the  mother  of  two  of  New 
York's  great  jurists  and  men  of 
letters,  William  Alexander  Duer, 
President  of  Columbia  College,  and 
Judge  John  Duer.  Young  Adams  _  , 
visited  the  Smith  family,  at  Ja-  !l) ' 
maica.  Long  Island,  into  which  ! 
his  sister  was  about  to  marry,  and  I 
writes  of  six  daughters,  saying, 
"  Sally  strikes  most  at  first  sight ; 
she  is  tall,  has  a  very  fine  shape, 
and  a  vast  deal  of  vivacity  in  her 
eyes,  which  are  of  a  light  blue.  She 
has  the  ease  and  elegance  of  the 
French  ladies,  without  their  lo- 
quacity." She  afterwards  married 
Charles  Adams,  the  brother  of  John 
Quincy  Adams. 

While  the  social  and  business  as- 
pects of  the  city  were  brightened 
by  the  presence  of  Congress,  the 
loyalist  controversy  increased  in  bitterness.  Attempts  to  recover  con- 
fiscated property  were  vigorously  upheld  by  one  party  and  rancorously 
opposed  by  the  other.  Alexander  Hamilton  never  wavered  in  his  ef- 
forts to  soften  the  malice  of  those  who  would  place  the  adherents  to  the 
Crown  beyond  the  pale  of  human  sympathy.  The  magnanimous  General 
Philip  Schuyler  battled,  in  the  New  York  senate,  for  moderation  and 
mercy.  William  Samuel  Johnson,  who  had  himself  been  imprisoned  by 
his  neighbors  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  the  summer  of  1779,  on  sus- 
picion of  friendship  for  the  enemy  while  making  use  of  his  personal 
acquaintance  with  Tryon  to  prevent  the  burning  of  the  town,  was  in  Con- 
gress, and  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  New  York  towards  harmonizing 
conflicting  interests.  But  the  hate  and  passions  of  the  hour  prevailed. 
The  effects  of  a  bloody  war  could  not  be  obliterated  in  one  decade.     Men 


Lady  Kiffy  Duer. 

[I  roiii  a  minijiture  paintm^'.J 
[Copied  through  the  courtesy  of  WilHaiii  Getts,  Esq.] 
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who  had  suffered  were  inexorable.  The  laws  which  were  by  many 
pronounced  vindictive  remained  unrepealed.  Under  an  "  Act  for  the 
speedy  sale  of  the  confiscated  and  forfeited  estates,"  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  May  12,  1784,  the  city  estate  of  James  De  Lancey, 
eldest  son  of  Lieutenant-Governor  James  De  Lancey,  was  sold  in  lots,  for 
$234,198.75.  This  vast  property,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grand  Street, 
had  a  water-front  of  over  a  mile  on  the  East  Kiver.  The  purchasers  were 
former  tenants  of  De  Lancey,  citizens,  and  speculators.  Its  asses.spd  real 
value  at  the  present  day  is  upwards  of  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars.^ 

James  De  Lancey  was  on  one  of  his  accustomed  summer  visits  to 
England  when  the  war  began,  and,  unwilling  to  take  up  arms  against  his 
native  land,  he  did  not  return  to  New  York.  As  the  prospect  darkened 
he  sent  for  his  family.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1771,  was  Marga- 
ret, daughter  of  Chief  Justice  William  Allen  of  Pennsylvania,  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  celebrated  lawyer,  Andrew  Hamilton.^  Her  sister  Ann 
was  the  wife  of  Governor  John  Penn ;  ^  her  brother  James  married 
Elizabeth  Lawrence,  and  their  daughter  Mary  wedded  (in  1796)  Henry 
Walter  Livingston,  of  Livingston  Manor,*  and  was  known  as  "Lady  Mary" 
in  New  York  society,  where  for  upwards  of  half  a  century  she  was  famed 
for  her  graceful  and  profuse  hospitality,  and  esteemed  one  of  the  most 
lovely  characters  of  her  time.  The  De  Lanceys  were  the  strongest  and 
most  conspicuous  loyalists  of  the  Eevolution,  as  the  Livingstons  were 
leaders  in  the  cause  of  America.  The  De  Lanceys  were  an  extensive  as 
w^ell  as  a  powerful  family,  held  posts  of  honor  under  the  Crown,  were 
men  of  enormous  wealth,  of  which  one  instance  has  been  given  above, 
and  were  active,  high-spirited,  and  brave  to  a  faiilt.  Their  attachment 
to  the  Crown  was  peculiar  from  the  fact  that  the  race  was  a  mixture  of 
Dutch  and  French  blood  without  any  English  alloy. 

The  feud,  long-fed  and  well-fanned,  between  the  De  Lanceys  and  the 
Livingstons,  which  the  reader  will  remember  covered  the  period  of  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  century  prior  to  the  Eevolution,  burned  fiercely  at  tliis 
juncture  from  a  thousand  directions.  Little  fiames  illumined  the  Nova 
Scotia   skies,  shot   across   the    Canadian  boundaries,   lighted  the  dreary 

1  See  map  of  De  Lancey's  estate,  Vol.  I.  616.  "Abstract  of  Sales,"  with  puroliasers' 
names  and  prices  paid,  may  be  found  in  Ik  Lancey's  Notes  to  Jones's  History  of  Neio  York  in 
the  Revolution,  Vol.  II.  540  -559. 

-  See  portrait  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  Vol.  I.  551. 

^  A  fine  painting  by  Benjamin  West  is  preserved  among  Chief  Justice  Allen's  descendants, 
whicli  represents  a  family  fete  in  the  grounds  of  Governor  John  Penn,  at  his  seat  on  the 
Schuylkill,  Philadelphia,  the  site  of  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876,  which  contains  por- 
traits of  Peim  and  his  wife,  of  all  the  Allen  family,  and  of  West  himself  —  who  said  "he 
never  executed  a  better  painting." 

*  See  sketch  of  Livingston  manor-liouse,  built  by  Henry  Walter  Livingston,  Vol.  I.  320. 
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coasts  of  Newfoundland,  raged  under  the  tropical  sun  of  the  Bahamas  and 
the  Bermudas  and  sent  forth  a  lurid  glare  from  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.     Each  party  endeavored  to  blacken  the  character  of  the  other  bv 
every  known  means.     Attached  to  both,  as  in  all  civil  wars,  were  persons 
whose  crimes  against  humanity  deserved  swift  punishment      Instances 
were  innumerable  where  such  escaped,  and  men  of  candor,  veracity  and 
honor  bore  the  obloquy.     If  the  termination  of  the  war  could  have  been 
followed  with  an  oblivion  of  its  oftenses,  New  York  would  have  been 
spared  years  of  internal  agitation.     James  De  Lancey  was  the  a-ent  of 
the  committee  of  loyalists  chosen  from  each  State  to  obtain  compensation 
irorn  the  English  government  for  losses  "  sustained  by  the  faithful  subjects 
of  the  Crown  during  the  late  unhappy  dissensions  in  America."     In  1788 
he  dratted  a  formal  address  to  the  commission  organized  under  the  four 
several  acts  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  years  1783,  1785,  1786    and 
178/,  lor  investigation  into  the  merits  of  each  particular  claim  with  a 
petition  to  Parliament  for  information  "  concerning  the  general  rules  and 
principles  adopted   in   pushing  inquiries  so  interesting  to  the  public" 
J^ive   years'  weary   working  for  the  liquidation  of  claims  in  England 
amounting  to  many  millions,  was  not  calculated  to  soften  anger  towards 
kinsmen  and  countrymen  who  had  been  instrumental  in  enactino-  con- 
hsc^tion  laws   in   America.     These  were  denounced   as   partial,  miiust 
nialici.3us,   and_  avaricious.     England   admitted,  the   wrong  perpetrated' 
upon  the  colonies.     But  the  loyalists,  wounded  upon  all  sides    were  ap- 
parently beyond  the  pale  of  healing  influences.     Of  the  sev;n  sons  of 
Peter  De  Lancey  of  Westchester,  James,  before  the  war  hioh  sheriff  of  the 
county  was  the  famous  commander  of  the  "Cow  Boys,'' and  retired  to 
iNoya  Scotia,  where  he  was  appointed  counselor  to  the  governor      It  is 
said  that  when  he  tu.ned  his  back  forever  upon  his  large  possessions  in 
the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Bronx  his  iron  heart  was  torn  with  emotion 
and  he  wept  aloud.     His  brother  Oliver,  next  younger  than  himself,  M.as 
a  lieutenant  m  the  British  navy,  which  position  he  resigned  because  he 
wonld  not  hght  against  his  native  land.     Of  their  five  sisters,  Anne  was 
the  ^.^fe  of  John  Cox,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Alice  was  Mrs.  Ealph  Izard  ;  Jane 
was  Mrs.  John  Watts;  and  Susanna  was  Mrs.    Thomas    Barclay -the 
mother  of  six  sons,  Henry,  De  Lancey,  Thomas,  George,  Sir  Anthony,  and 
Beverley  Barclay,  and  of  four  daughters  afterwards  prominent  in  society 

.'.7  ".^  'n.^''^'''^'^°°'  ^''-  ^'^""'"  ^^''''''''  ^^''-  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant! 
and  Mrs.  William  H.  Parsons. 

John  Peter,  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey 
-  whose  son  William  Heathcote  De  Lancey,  was  the  first  Bishop  of  West- 
ern New  York -the  brother  of  James  in  London,  and  of  Mrs   Jud.^e 
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Thomas  Jones  and  Mrs.  William  Walton,  of  New  York,i  had  received  a 
military  education  in  England,  and  been  four  years  in  the  regular  British 
army  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ;  he  was  then  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  He  returned  to  America  in  1789,  having  received  the  Heathcote 
estate  of  his  mother  at  Scarsdale,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  estate  of  his 
father  in  New  York. 

The  Livingstons  were  even  more  numerous  than  the  De  Lanceys,  with 
hardly  less  wealth.  They  were  in  power,  which  inspired  anything  but 
love  in  the  breasts  of  their  conquered  adversaries.  They  divided  the 
control  of  the  river  counties  with  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  Schuylers, 
whose  great  manorial  estates  lay  to  the  north  of  their  own,  and  were 
leaders  in  commerce  and  law  as  well  as  agriculture.  At  least  nine  prom- 
inent men  at  this  date,  of  national  celebrity,  bore  the  name  of  Livings- 
ton. They  were  of  distinguished  Scotch  lineage,  with  a  proved  pedigree 
of  at  least  seven  hundred  years,  with  plenty  of  republican  Dutch  blood 
handed  along  through  intermarriages  with  the  Schuylers,  Beekmans,  and 
other  Holland  families  of  colonial  New  York.  And  besides  the  Livings- 
tons themselves,  many  public  men  of  influence  had  married  Livingston 
wives,  not  least  among  whom  were  John  Jay,  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  James  Duane,  Mayor  of  the  city. 

It  has  been  sagely  remarked  that  "  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  do- 
mestic history  of  nations  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  prognosis  of 
political  events."  It  is  certain  that  no  correct  understanding  of  the 
nature  of  political  parties  in  early  New  York  can  be  obtained  without 
carefully  observing  the  endless  ramifications  of  kinship.  Those  who  have 
in  former  pages  traced  the  great  family  quarrrel  of  the  De  Lanceys  and  Liv- 
ingstons until  merged  in  the  Eevolution,  can  now  see  it  color  the  whole 
loyalist  controversy ;  and  its  results  are  to  be  felt  for  many  a  long  year. 
In  no  other  State  had  the  war  made  such  a  division  in  families  as  in 
New  York.  Two  of  the  Van  Jb  Cortlandts,  cousins,  fought 

on  opposite  sides.     General  ^^  Philip  Schuyler  was  the  first 

cousin    of    General   Oliver  itL,^  ^^    Lancey,  their  mothers 

being  sisters ;  he  bore  also  y^p^'^^'^^'~^^^^  tlie  same  relationship  to  the 
wife    of     Counselor    John  y/^.l        ^y  \l  Watts,  whose  daughter  was 


1  The  Waltons  were  among  the  iK  ^,iSl^^^^%sS\\  ^-^'^'"^^  merchants  of  New  York  both 

before   and  after  the  Revohition  ;  [y|||K 

contest.    See  Voh  I.  684,  685,  680.  vflP^'^l     ^W  The    name    William    was    carried 

through  a  ftiU  century.    The  family  ^'=^:si:^J^^^Ziii^  intermarried  with  the  Beekmans, 

Verphmcks,  De  Lanceys,  Crugers,  .„  ,.      .  Ogdens,  and  Morrises.     Mrs.  Cor- 

Walton  Arms.  -.ir.,,.         t^     i  i    i 

iielia  Beekman  Walton,   daughter  of  Dr.   VViUiam  Beekman,  a  lady 

greatly  beloved,  who  had  lived  in  New  Jersey  during  the  war,  died  at  the  "  Old  Walton 
House  "  on  Franklin  Square  in  1786. 
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the  wife  of  Sir  John  Johnson.  The  De  Peysters,  who,  like  the  De  Lan- 
ceys,  were  chiefly  loyalists,  had  intermarried  with  the  Van  Cortlandts  in 
nearly  every  generation.  And  the  mother  of  John  Jay  was  a  Van  Cort- 
landt.  There  was  never  a  more  curious  mixture  of  conflicting  interests 
than  agitated  New  York  through  the  remainder  of  the  century ;  sharp 
denunciation,  rancorous  abuse,  heart-burnings,  and  maledictions,  rather 
than  the  memory  of  gallant  deeds  and  heroic  sacrifi:ces,  long  survived 
the  shock  of  armies. 

The  lawyers  of  the  city  were  full  of  business.  They  were  mostly  men 
of  promise,  eminence,  and  conspicuous  talents.  The  community  inevita- 
bly measured  every  candidate  for  a  professional  career,  and  the  unlearned 
or  mediocre  aspirant  stood  at  fatal  disadvantage.  Hamilton  had  com- 
menced practice  at  the  bar,  and  already  demonstrated  to  the  world  that 
he  was  a  great  lawyer.  Aaron  Burr,  small  of  stature,  with  gigantic  am- 
bition, cool,  wary,  artificial,  and  imposing  of  manner,  in  his  arguments 
curt  and  severe,  confining  himself  invariably  to  a  few  strong  and  promi- 
nent points,  rarely  lost  a  case.  Melancthon  Smith  was  in  the  high  tide 
of  a  successful  practice.  Also  Egbert  Benson,  who  was  more  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  principles  of  philosophy  upon  which  the  law  rests, 
and  in  technical  information,  than  any  other  lawyer  of  the  period. 
James  Kent,  afterwards  chancellor,  son  of  Moss  Kent,  surrogate  of  Eens- 
selaer  County,  was  a  student  in  Benson's  office ;  he  was  first  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1787,  and  soon  acquired  habits  of  vast  industry  and  method, 
and  a  taste  for  literary  labor.  John  Sloss  Hobart  had  been  elected  one 
of  the  three  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  he  was  nearly  fifty,  with 
perhaps  no  special  distinguishing  trait,  but  possessing  an  assemblage  of 
qualities  which  gave  him  great  influence.  Samuel  Jones,  the  elder,  styled 
the  "  father  of  the  New  York  bar,"  had  been  an  ardent  loyalist,  and  sub- 
sequently was  appointed  Eecorder  of  the  city  and  then  Comptroller  of 
the  State.  Brockholst  Livingston,  the  brother-in-law  of  John  Jay,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1783,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  accomplished  scholars,  able  advocates,  and  fluent  speakers  of  his 
time  in  the  city  —  but  violent  in  his  political  feelings  and  conduct. 
Edward  Livingston,  youngest  brother  of  the  chancellor,  who  subse- 
quently acquired  world-wide  reputation  as  a  jurist,  commenced  practice 
in  1785,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Morgan  Lewis,  whose  wife  was 
sister  to  the  latter,  soon  became  attorney-general  of  the  State  —  in  1791 
—  and  two  years  later  chief  justice  of  New  York.  Ptichard  Morris  was 
the  present  chief  justice,  having  succeeded  John  Jay  in  1779 ;  he  filled 
the  office  until  1790,  when,  being  sixty  years  of  age,  he  retired,  and 
Eobert   Yates   was   appointed   in  his  stead.     John  Cozine  and  Robert 
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Troup  were  both  able  lawyers,  and  men  of  much  general  information ; 
Cozine  is  described  as  good-humored  and  amiable,  inclined  to  indolence, 
corpulence,  and  high  living.  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman  was  younger,  but 
rose  quickly  to  distinction.  His  forte  was  in  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses and  the  management  of  juries.  John  Lawrence,  John  Rutherford, 
and  John  McKesson  were  among  the  legal  luminaries  of  the  time. 
Also  Jacob  Morton,  Robert  Benson,  John  Watts,  Jr.,  William  Wickham, 
and  Daniel  Crommelin  Verplauck ;  the  latter  was  a  young  man  of 
twenty-five.^ 

His  uncle,  Gulian  Verplanck,  third  president  of  the  Bank  of  New  York 
—  appointed  in  1790  —  was  a  merchant  of  excellent  parts,  and  a  man  of 
many  accomplishments ;  he  was  one  of  the  early  graduates  from  Colum- 
bia College,  and  received  in  Holland  his  mercantile  training.^  His  city 
residence  was  in  Pearl  Street,  although  he  subsequently  erected  a  fine 
mansion  in  Wall  Street. 


1  Daniel  Crommelin  Verplanck,  bom  in  1762,  was  t\\ice  married.  His  first  wife,  Eliza- 
betli,  daughter  of  President  William  Samuel  JoLnson  of  Columbia  College,  mother  of  Gulian 
C.  Verplanck,  died  in  1789,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four, 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  De  Laucey  Walton  ;  their 
Samuel,  Elizabeth,  William  Walton,  James  De  Lancey 
Samuel  Verplanck,  born  1739,  t 
students,  the  first  class  graduating 
1758  ;  and  being  sent  to  his  uncle, 
a  mercantile  education,  married, 
melin.  The  father  of  Samuel  was 
1751,  the  great-grandson  of  the 
married  JNIary,  daughter  of  Charles 
The  Sinclair  family  descended 
Lords  Sinclair  of  Scotland.  Ann 
ried  Gabriel  Liidlow,  and  JIary 
Charles  McEvers  of  New  York. 
Samuel  Verplanck,  was  Speaker 
1796  ;    and   from   1790   until   his 
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His  second  wife  was  Ann,  only 
children  were   Alary  Ann,  Louisa, 

and  Anna  Louisa.  His  father, 
1820,  was  first  on  the  list  of  eight 
from  Kings  (Columbia)  College,  in 
Daniel  Crommelin,  in  Holland,  for 
in  1761,  his  cousin,  Judith  Crom- 
Gulian  Verplanck,  born  1698,  died 
first  of  the  name  in  New  York  ;  he- 
and  Anna  Sinclair  Crommelin. 
from  the  Earls  of  Orkney,  and 
Verplanck,  sister  of  Samuel,  mar- 
Verplanck,  a  second  sister,  married 
Gulian,  the  youngest  brother  of 
of  the  Assembly  in  1791,  and  in 
death  was  one  of  the  Regents  of 


the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.     Daniel  Crommelin  Verplanck  was  member  of 
Congress  from  1802  to  1809,  and  Judge  of  Common  Pleas  in  Dutchess  County  until  1828. 
A  sketch  of  his  son,  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  born  1786,  died  1870,  a  graduate  of  Columbia 
College  in  1801,  will  appear  upon  a  future  page. 
'-J  See  Vol.  L  741. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

1787  - 1790. 

NEW   YORK   CITY   THE  CAPITAL  OF  THE  NATION. 

Wall  Street  in  1787.  — Diplomatic  Entektainments.  — Social  Afb'Ahis  at  the  Capi- 
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THE  city  received  a  sudden,  strong,  healthful,  forward  im]jetus  in 
the  spring  of  1787,  through  large  accessions  to  its  population. 
Every  dwelling-house  was  occupied.  Eents  went  up,  doubling  in  some 
instances ;  fresh  paint  and  new  shutters  and  wings  transformed  old  tene- 
ments, and  carpenters  and  masons  found  ready  employment  in  erecting 
new  structures.  The  streets  were  cleaned  and  pavements  mended.  New 
business  firms  were  organized  and  old  warehouses  remodeled ;  the  mar- 
kets were  extended  and  bountifully  supplied,  and  stores  blossomed  with 
fashionable  goods.  Wall  Street,  the  great  centre  of  interest  and  of 
fiishion,  presented  a  brilliant  scene  every  bright  afternoon.  Ladies  in 
showy  costumes,  and  gentlemen  in  silks,  satins,  and  velvet,  of  many  colors, 
promenaded  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  —  where  Congress  was  holding  its 
sessions.  At  the  same  time  Broadway,  from  St.  Paul's  Chapel  to  the 
Battery,  was  animated  with  stylish  equipages,  filled  with  pleasure- 
seekers  who  never  tired  of  the  life-giving,  invigorating,  perennial  sea- 
breeze,  or  the  unparalleled  beauty  of  the  view,  stretching  off  across  the 
varied  waters  of  New  York  Bay. 

The  social  world  was  kept  in  perpetual  agitation  through  distinguished 
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arrivals  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  from  Europe.  Din- 
ners and  balls  were  daily  occurrences.  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Jay  entertained 
with  graceful  ease,  gathering  about  them  all  that  was  most  illustrious  in 
statesmanship  and  letters  ;  they  usually  gave  one  ceremonious  dinner 
every  week,  sonietimes  two.  Their  drawing-rooms  were  also  thronged 
on  Thursdays,  ]\Irs.  Jay's  day  "  at  home " ;  and  evening  parties  were 
given  at  frequent  intervals.  The  manners  of  Secretary  Jay  were  de- 
scribed by  Europeans  as  affable  and  unassuming ;  and  his  purity  and 
nobility  of  character  impressed  the  whole  world  in  his  favor.  He  dressed 
in  simple  black,  wearing  his  hair  slightly  powdered  and  tied  in  the  back. 
His  complexion  was  without  color.  His  eyes  were  dark  and  penetrating, 
as  if  the  play  of  thought  never  ceased,  but  the  general  expression  of  his 
face  was  singularly  amiable  and  tranquil.  Mrs.  Jay  was  admirably  fitted, 
through  her  long  residence  in  the  Spanish  and  French  capitals,  and  her 
own  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments,  for  the  distinguished 
position  of  leader  of  society  in  the  American  capital.  She  dressed  richly, 
and  in  good  taste,  and  observed  the  most  rigid  formalities  in  her  inter- 
course with  the  representatives  of  foreign  nations. 

Nothing  better  illustrates  the  spirit  and  character  of  this  formative 
period  than  the  movements  in  its  polite  and  every-day  life.  But  a  mere 
glimpse  must  suffice.  The  infant  Eepublic  was  interesting,  and  vastly 
promising,  while  it  had  not  yet  learned  to  walk.  Its  capital  was  the 
seat  of  a  floating  community  composed  of  the  most  diverse  elements. 
Curiosity,  criticism,  and  cavil  were  in  the  air.  The  importance  attached 
to  the  doing  of  national  hospitalities  in  the  Old  World,  could  not  be 
ignored  in  the  New.  Entertainments  were  something  more  than  mere 
profitless  amusements ;  then,  as  before  and  since,  they  were  strong  links 
in  the  chain  which  binds  nations  together. 

The  Secretary  of  War  and  Mrs.  Knox  lived  in  a  large  house  and  gave 
munificent  banquets.  Mrs.  Knox  w^as  celebrated  for  her  brilliancy  in 
conversation  and  unfailing  good-humor ;  she  had  the  tact  and  talent  to 
convert  her  home  into  a  resort  of  the  intellectual  and  cultivated,  as  well 
as  the  diplomatic  and  fashionable.  Sir  Jolm  Temple  made  it  a  point  to 
call  upon  every  stranger  of  note  immediately  upon  his  arriwal  in  New 
York;  Lady  Temple  was  the  daughter  of  Governor  Bowdoiu,  of  Mas.sa- 
chusetts,  and,  according  to  the  writers  of  the  day,  "  very  distinguished- 
looking,  and  agreeable  "  ;  she  received  guests  every  Tuesday  evening,  and 
gave  dinners,  notable  for  their  costliness,  nearly  every  week  to  twenty  or 
more  guests.  Miss  Van  Berckel  assisted  her  father,  the  Dutch  ambassa- 
dor, in  dispensing  hospitalities.  Otto,  of  the  French  legation,  afterwards 
Oomte  de  Mosloy,  married  twice  in   New  York,  first  Lliss  Livingston 


SOCIAL   AFFAIRS   AT   THE   CAPITAL.  303 

in  1782,  and,  after  her  death,  Miss  Crevecoeur,  in  1790,  daughter  of 
the  French  consul ;  he  is  said  to  have  possessed  charming  social  qual- 
ities. Tlie  Marquis  de  Moustier  arrived  in  1787,  accompanied  by  his 
sister,  JNIadame  de  Brehan,  a  clever  woman  who  wrote  with  spirit  and 
had  some  skill  as  an  artist,  "but  with,"  according  to  Abigail  Adams 
Smith,  "the  oddest  figure  eyes  ever  beheld."  John  Armstrong  —  soldier, 
statesman,  and  author  —  wrote  about  the  same  time :  "  We  have  a  French 
minister  now  with  us,  and  if  France  had  wished  to  destroy  the  little 
remembrance  that  is  left  of  her  and  her  exertions  in  our  behalf,  she 
would  have  sent  just  such  a  man  —  distant,  haughty,  penurious,  and 
entirely  governed  by  the  caprices  of  a  little,  singular,  whimsical,  hysteri- 
cal old  woman,  whose  delight  is  in  playing  with  a  negro  child  and  caress- 
ing a  monkey." 

The  mother  of  Chancellor  Livingston  returned  with  her  family  to  the 
city  from  Clermont,  residing  at  51  Queen  Street  —  now  Pearl  —  a  little 
above  Wall  Street.  Her  daughters  were  highly  bred  and  educated,  well 
versed  in  public  affairs,  and  fond  of  discussing  the  gi'ave  questions  of  the 
hour.  Her  drawing-rooms  were  the  center  of  attraction  for  a  refined  and 
cultured  circle,  including  many  French  dignitaries.  It  was  not  unusual 
for  articles  upon  finance,  politics,  diplomacy,  and  religion,  to  be  read  there 
by  their  authors  before  publication.  The  younger  ladies  and  some  of 
their  more  habitual  guests  often  played  whist  —  a  game  not  interdicted 
by  the  mistress  of  the  household,  but  which  in  deference  to  her  religious 
tastes  was  never  commenced  until  she  retired  from  the  parlors.  John 
Armstrong  married  Alida,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Livingston,  in 
1789.  It  is  related  of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  the  eldest  daughter,  that  on 
one  occasion,  after  entertaining  a  guest  of  the  heavy  sort,  she  expressed 
relief  at  his  departure  with  an  audible  sigh.  A  bright  little  niece  ex- 
claimed, "  Why,  aunty,  you  have  not  much  patience  with  dull  people  ! " 
"  All,  no,  my  dear ! "  she  replied,  "  I  have  never  been  used  to  them." 

Iiufus  King  was  described  by  Brissot  de  Warville  as  thirty-three,  and 
passing  "  for  the  most  eloquent  man  in  the  United  States,"  but  so  modest 
that  "  he  appeared  ignorant  of  his  own  worth."  His  young  bride  was 
remarkable  for  personal  beauty  —  face  oval,  with  a  clear,  brunette  com- 
plexion, delicately  formed  features,  expressive  blue  eyes,  black  hair,  and 
exc[uisite  teeth ;  "  her  motions  were  all  grace,  her  bearing  gracious,  her 
voice  musical,  and  her  education  exceptional."  They  resided  with  her 
father,  John  Alsop,  near  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and  William  Street. 
Colonel  William  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer  had  taken  up  their  abode  in 
Broadway,  nearly  opposite  St.  Paul's  Chapel.  The  latter,  and  her  sister. 
Lady  Alary  Watts,  often  assisted   their  cousin,  Mrs.   Jay,  in   receiving 
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guests.  Kitty  Livingston,  INIrs.  Jay's  sister,  was  niamed  in  April  of  this- 
year  to  Matthew  Eidley,  of  Baltimore ;  Susan,  the  elder  sister,  having 
married  John  Cleve  Symmes,  a  member  of  Congress,  was  residing  in  New 
York  ;  two  younger  sisters  were  also  in  society,  although  their  home  was 
still  at  "  Liberty  Hall,"  in  Elizabeth.  The  governor,  in  apologizing  to  a 
friend  in  March  for  his  penmanship,  said  :  "  My  principal  secretary  of  state, 
who  is  one  of  my  daughters,  has  gone  to  New  York  to  shake  her  heels 
at  the  balls  and  assemblages  of  a  metropolis,  which  might  better  be  more 
studious  of  paying  its  taxes,  than  of  instituting  expensive  diversions." 

General  JMatthew  Clarkson  had  recently  married  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Walter  Rutherford.  The  young  and  pretty  wife  of  Eichard  Yarick 
was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Cornelia  Hoftman  Roosevelt ;  and  her 
sister  Cornelia  had,  within  a  year,  married  Dr.  Benjamin  Kissam,  the 
recently  appointed  Professor  of  the  Institute  of  Medicine  in  Columl)ia 
College.  Mrs.  James  Beekman  presided  once  more  over  her  beautiful 
home  on  the  East  River,  which  had  so  long  been  occupied  by  British  celeb- 
rities.^ Upon  the  return  of  the  Beekman  family  from  their  seven  years' 
exile,  costly  treasures  in  the  way  of  silver  and  china  ware  which  they  buried 
under  the  greenhouse  before  their  departure  were  exhumed  uninjured.^ 
Two  exquisite  statuettes  in  rare  old  Chelsea,  thus  preserved  in  the  earth, 
and  numerous  pieces  of  ancestral  table-ware  —  gems  of  beauty  —  are  in 
possession  of  the  descendants.  Mrs.  Beekman  had  the  genius  to  aid  her 
husband  in  book-keeping  while  he  was  striving  to  retrieve  his  impaired 
fortunes ;  and  she  sustained  her  part  in  the  social  kingdom  of  the  capi- 
tal with  distinguished  effect. 

Nearly  all  the  clerical  characters  of  the  period  were  men  of  profound 
learning.  They  mingled  with  the  youth  and  beauty  of  the  capital  at 
official  dinners  and  at  private  parties.  Bishop  Provost  was  deeply  versed 
in  classical  lore,  in  ecclesiastical  history,  and  in  the  natural  and  physical 
sciences.  He  conversed  with  ease  and  pleasantry,  and  was  ever  a  wel- 
come guest,  as  was  also  Mrs.  Provost.^  Governor  George  Clinton  occu- 
pied the  mansion  of  Henry  White,  in  Pearl  Street,  property  sold  under 
the  confiscation  act  in  1786 ;  the  same  year  Mr.  White  died  in  Golden 
Square,  London.     His  widow.  Eve  Yan  Cortlandt  White,  resided  with  her 

1  See  sketch  of  Beekman  mansion,  Vol.  I.  569  ;  Mrs.  Beekman,  I.  759,  II.  188. 

2  This  greenhouse  was  the  first  upon  Manhattan  Island.  Lemon-trees  bore  fruit  under- 
neath its  roof  of  glass  before  the  war ;  in  the  summer  of  1776  Washington  and  his  staff  were 
treated  to  lemonade  made  from  lemons  picked  from  the  trees  in  their  presence. 

3  Eev.  Samuel  Provost,  Bishop  of  New  York  from  1786  to  1801,  consecrated  at  Lambeth, 
England,  was  the  son  of  John  Provost  and  Eve,  daughter  of  Harmanus  Rutgers,  and  grandson 
of  Samuel  Provost  and  Maria  Sprat,  granddaughter  of  the  first  De  Peyster  in  New  York. 
He  was  born  March  11,  1742,  and  died  September  6,  \9,l!).  —  Haldancs  Ms.  Gen.  Coll. 
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daughters,  conspicuous  belles  in  New  York  society,  at  11  Broadway,  the 
homestead  inherited  from  her  father,  until  her  death  in  1836.  She  was 
a  lady  of  great  wealth.  The  Bayards  and  the  Ludlows  remained  in  tlie 
city ;  also  many  other  loyalist  families.  The  Misses  Bayard  were  among 
the  New  York  social  beauties  mentioned  by  a  French  writer. 

Dr.  John  Charlton,  an  English  surgeon  who  had  been  much  at  the 
court  of  George  III.,  coming  to  New  York  with  the  British  army,  married 
Mary  De  Peyster,  daughter  of  Treasurer  Abraham  and  Margaret  Van 
Cortlandt  De  Peyster,  and  settled  in  the  city  ;  he  was  a  short,  stout  man 
of  florid  complexion,  fond  of  riding  on  horseback,  and  practised  medicine 
principally  among  his  family  connections.  The  oldest  and  most  eminent 
physician  of  the  time  was  Dr.  John  Bard,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New 
York  Hospital.  He  was  seventy-three,  a  Huguenot  by  descent,  and  noted 
for  his  skill  and  learning  scarcely  less  than  for  his  extreme  urbanity  of 
manner.  He  usually  wore  a  red  coat  and  a  cocked  hat,  and  carried  a 
gold-headed  cane  ;  he  drove  about  the  city  in  a  low  pony  phaeton,  accom- 
panied by  a  faithful  negro  almost  as  venerable  as  himself  Frank  Van 
Berckel,  the  son  of  the  Dutch  Minister,  drove  in  a  high  phaeton,  and  a 
caricature  print  was  issued  representing  the  aged  doctor  in  his  little 
vehicle,  passing  under  the  body  and  between  the  wheels  of  the  gay  young 
Dutchman's  elevated  equipage  without  touching.  It  is  said  no  one 
relished  the  humor  of  the  illustration  more  than  Dr.  Bard  himself  In 
1788  he  became  the  first  president  of  the  New  York  Medical  Society. 
His  son.  Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  who  studied  medicine  in  Edinburgh,  and 
married  his  cousin,  Mary  Bard,  organized  the  first  medical  school  in  con- 
nection with  Kings  College,  and  took  the  chair  of  physic  in  1769,  subse- 
quently becoming  dean  of  the  faculty.  He  succeeded  to  his  father's 
practice,  and  when  Washington  was  inaugurated  President,  became  his 
family  physician ;  and  he  attained  greater  eminence  than  any  of  his 
predecessors.  Dr.  John  Cochrane  stood  next  to  Dr.  .Bard  in  seniority, 
having  achieved  so  high  a  reputation  during  the  war  that  he  enjoyed  a 
wide  patronage  among  the  citizens  of  New  York  City.  His  home  in 
Broadway  was  the  hospitable  centre  of  a  large  circle  of  Schuyler  and 
Livingston  relatives,  and  it  was  where  the  prominent  generals  of  the  army 
were  entertained  in  the  most  princely  manner.  Dr.  Thomas  Jones,  a 
man  of  fortune  who  had  married  a  Livingston,  was  perhaps  more  eminent 
as  a  politician  than  physician,  but  in  either  field  was  distinguished  as  a 
scholar  and  a  gentleman.  He  was  a  brother  of  Dr.  John  Jones  of  Phila- 
delphia. Dr.  Kissam  and  Dr.  McKnight  both  held  professorships  in  the 
college,  as  before  mentioned;  the  latter  was  the  best  surgeon  of  his  day, 
besides  having  an  extensive  family  practice. 
VOL.  ir.  20 
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The  City  Hospital,  between  Duane  and  Anthony  Streets,  upon  the  west 
side  of  Broadway,  which  had  been  projected  before  the  war,  and  the 
edifice  completed  in  time  to  be  converted  into  a  barrack  for  the  reception 
of  troops  in  1776,  stood  unrepaired,  and  unused  for  the  purposes  of  a 
hospital,  until  January  3,  1791,  when  it  was  opened  for  the  admission  of 
eighteen  patients,  and  began  its  great  work.  The  accompanying  sketch 
illustrates  its  appearance  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
The  Society  of  Governors,  established  in  1771,  meanwhile,  simply  pre- 
served its  corporate  existence  by  holding  annual  elections ;  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1785,  some  destitute  Scotch  emigrants  were  allowed  to  use  the 
vacant  building  as  a  place  of  shelter  for  a  few  weeks ;  the  following  win- 
ter Dr.  Richard  Bailey  obtained  permission  to  occupy  one  or  two  rooms 


The  City  Hospital 

[From  d  rar    old  pr  i  t  r  btf  re  reproduced  J 

for  anatomical  lectures.  Subsequently  the  legislature  of  the  State  were 
allowed  to  fit  up  some  rooms  for  their  accommodation  during  a  particular 
session.  The  next  year  Dr.  Bailey  operated  upon  a  patient  in  one  of  the 
rooms  he  had  used  for  his  lectures,  and  finding  him  unfit  to  be  remo^•ed, 
was  allowed  to  attend  him  there  until  he  recovered. 

Suddenly  the  doctors  and  their  anatomies  came  to  grief.  The  public 
mind  had  been  startled  during  the  winter  by  rumors  that  dead  bodies 
had  been  stolen  by  the  medical  students  from  the  different  cemeteries  of 
the  city.  On  Sunday  morning,  April  13,  1788,  some  meddling  boys 
playing  about  the  building  were  impelled  to  climb  a  ladder,  which  had 
been  left  resting  against  one  of  the  walls  by  a  workman  the  day  before, 
and  peeped  through  the  window  to  see  what  was  going  on  within.     A 
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youug  surgeon,  busy  upon  a  subject  in  the  dissecting-room,  greeted  the 
foremost  inquisitive  youngster  with  the  flourish  of  an  arm  —  not  his  own 
—  and  the  boy  fled  with  the  news  to  his  father,  a  mason,  who  repeated 
the  story  to  his  comrades,  and,  seizing  such  tools  of  their  trade  as  would 
best  serve  them  as  weapons,  they  started  in  a  body  for  the  hospital.  Their 
force  increased  as  they  advanced,  and  the  whole  city  was  in  a  wild  tumult. 
The  hospital  was  surrounded,  the  doors  burst  in,  several  subjects  were 
discovered,  and  a  collection  of  anatomical  specimens  destroyed.  The 
doctors  took  refuge  in  the  jail,  where  they  were  with  difficulty  protected 
by  tlie  hastily  summoned  militia.  The  mob  swore  vengeance  upon  all 
the  doctors  of  the  city,  and  started  for  the  house  of  Dr.  Cochrane,  which 
they  ransacked  from  cellar  to  garret  in  searcli  of  subjects.  They  omitted 
to  open  the  scuttle  and  look  out  upon  the  roof,  or  they  would  have  dis- 
covered Dr.  Hicks,  of  whom  they  were  in  hot  pursuit,  snugly  hiding  be- 
hind the  chimney.  In  the  lieiglit  of  the  frenzy  they  passed  the  house  of 
Sir  John  Temple,  and  mistaking  the  name  of  Sir  John  for  "  surgeon," 
attacked  it  furiously,  and  were  just  barely  restrained  from  levebng  iL 
with  the  ground. 

As  night  approached  the  ranks  of  the  rioters  were  thinned,  and  it  was 
hoped  the  trouble  had  ended.     But  small  bands  patrolled  the  streets, 
and  in  the  morning  the  mob  was  greater  than  ever,  having  been  joined  by 
sailors  from  vessels  in  the  harbor ;  and  it  proceeded  at  once  to  storm  the 
jail,  breaking  the  windows,  tearing  down  the  fences,  and  threatening  to 
drag  the  doctors  out  and  hang  them.     Governor  Clinton,  Mayor  Duane, 
Secretary  Jay,  Baron  Steuben,  Hamilton,  and  other  prominent  citizens 
endeavored  to  appease  the  popular  fury,  but  in  vain.     Jay,  in  driving  to 
the  scene,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  head  from  a  stone  thrown  thro'ugh 
the  glass  of  his  chariot.     The  mayor  hesitated  to  give  the  order  to  fire 
upon  the  mob  ;  Baron  Steuben,  in  the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  was  re- 
monstrating with  the  governor  against  attempting  to  quell  the  riot  with 
fire-arms,  when  he  was  hit  in  the  forehead   with  a  brick-bat,  and  fell 
bleeding  to  the  pavement,  crying  loudly,  "  Fire,  governor,  fire  ! "     The  sol- 
diers did  fire,  and  five  persons  were  killed  and  seven  or  eight   badly 
wounded;  upon  which  the  crowd  fled.     Steuben  was  carried  to  Duer's 
house,  and  there  being  no  surgeon  at  hand,  and  none  daring  to  show 
themselves.  Lady  Kitty  stanched  his  wound  and  bound  up  his  head. 

The  site  of  the  hospital  was  a  five-acre  lot  purchased  from  the  Paitgers 
estate.  The  marshes  in  the  region  of  Chatham  Square  caused  so  nuich 
fever  and  ague,  that  it  is  saitl  Rutgers  at  one  time  prayed  the  king  for  a 
better  title  to  his  property,  that  he  might  sell  it  to  somebody  willing  to 
make  drains,  "because  the  inhabitants  lost  one  third  of  their  time  by 
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sickness. "  There  were  but  lew  liouses  as  yet  above  that  of  William  Ax- 
tell,  which,  being  sold  under  the  confiscation  act  about  this  time,  became 
the  residence  of  Lewis  Allaire  Scott,  son  of  John  Morin  iScott,  who  was 
secretary  of  the  state  of  New  York  for  a  considerable  period.^  Near 
Hanover  Square  were  several  fine  old  mansions  ;  that  of  Gerard  W. 
Beekman  had  been  occupied  in  1782  by  Admiral  Digby,  who  entertained 
Prince  William  Henry,  afterwards  William  IV.  of  England.  Andrew 
Hamersley's  residence  was  nearly  opposite,  all  the  appointments  of  which 
were  in  a  style  of  costly  elegance.  The  homes  of  the  Gouverneurs,  the 
Hoffmans,  the  Van  Homes,  and  the  Clarksons  were  in  that  immediate 
vicinity.  Gerardus  Duyckinck,  proprietor  of  the  "  Universal  Store " 
whose  advertisements  and  display  of  wares  were  the  most  curious  and 
unique 'of  the  period,  lived  on  Pearl  Street ;  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Henry  Livingston.  Samuel  Hake,  claimant  to  the  title  of  Lord 
Hake,  a  wealthy  importer  who  had  remained  in  New  York  during  the 
war,  built  a  house  a  little  out  of  the  city,  on  the  Bowery  Ptoad ;  his 
■wife  was  the  daughter  of  Kobert  Gilbert  Livingston,  and  their  daughter 
married  Frederic,  eldest  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Reade  De  Peyster. 
•General  John  Lamb  established  his  residence  in  Wall  Street  when  he 
returned  from  the  wars.  Shortly  after  his  election  to  the  Assembly  he 
was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port,  the  emoluments  of  which  office, 
together  with  the  results  of  investing  his  depreciated  debt  certificates  in 
forfeited  lands,  as  a  speculation,  rendered  him  comfortably  opulent.  He 
was  of  a  kind,  benevolent  nature,  and  opened  his  doors  hospitably  to 
•every  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  whatever  his  rank.  But  no  acts  or  argu- 
ments could  modify  his  inflexible  antipathy  to  the  loyalists.  He  blamed 
them  indiscriminately  for  the  course  they  had  taken  in  the  Revolution, 
and  said  they  deserved  punishment.  He  was  as  positive  as  he  was  hon- 
est in  his  convictions ;  but  reasoning  from  arbitrary  premises  he  followed 
rigidly  a  single  line  of  thought,  like  a  railway  in  its  grooves,  and  fearful 
of  the  revival  of  aristocratic  influences,  became  the  determined  opposer  of 
every  movement  towards  the  union  of  the  States  in  empire  under  a 
•specific  constitution. 

Foremost  on  this  plane  stood  Governor  George  Clinton,  whose  long 
and  faithful  services  at  the  helm  of  affairs  had  given  him  a  strong  hold 
upon  the  affections  of  the  people  of  New  York.     He  had  made  his  mark, 

1  See  page  207  (Vol.  II.)  for  .sketch  of  the  Rutherford  ami  Axtell  houses,  upon  the  corner 
•of  Vesey  Street,  where  the  Astor  House  now  stands,  which  together  formed  a  uniform  buihl- 
ing  of  brick.  Mrs.  Axtell  was  a  beautiful  woman,  the  sister  of  James  De  Peyster,  and  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  Charlton  and  Mrs.  Clarkson  ;  her  portrait,  by  Copley,  is  preserved  in  the  De  Peyster 
family  of  the  present  generation. 
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and  his  clear,  logical  brain  and  great  decision  of  character  inspired  con- 
fidence in  his  political  judgment ;  he  possessed,  moreover,  the  power  of 
distributing  the  patronage  of  the  government.  He  was  ably  supported 
by  John  Lansing,  Robert  Yates,  Melancthon  Smith,  and  other  men  of 
importance,  and  the  State  rights  party  thus  represented  was  largely 
in  the  majority. 

Meanwliile  General  Philip  Schuyler,  with  magnanimity  similar  to  that 
which  characterized  his  treatment  of  the  conquered  Burgoyne  in  1777, 
was  striving  for  the  restoration  of  the  loyalists  to  full  citizenship.  Ham- 
ilton was  his  son-in-law,  and,  having  recently  acquired  special  influence 
througli  the  operations  of  the  bank  established  under  his  auspices,  was 
elected,  in  spite  of  the  strength  and  magnitude  of  the  opposition,  to  the 
Assembly  of  1787.  He  at  once  attacked  the  vexed  subject  of  the  con- 
tinued exclusion  of  the  loyalists  from  participation  in  the  elections,  and 
with  such  bold  strokes  —  lessons  which  touch  the  American  heart  more 
deeply  than  the  most  stirring  memories  of  Greece  and  Rome  —  that  on 
the  last  day  of  January  he  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  repealing  the 
disfranchising  act,  which,  aided  by  the  efforts  of  Schuyler,  was  carried 
through  the  Senate  on  the  3d  of  February.  But  an  attempt  to  surrender 
the  control  of  the  imposts  to  Congress  was  a  total  failure.  New  York 
was  conscious  of  her  prospective  importance,  and  resisted  every  encroach- 
ment upon  her  sovereignty.  Jealousy  of  the  national  scheme  took  pos- 
session of  the  New  York  soul,  and  fear  of  an  elective  despotism  sharpened 
her  sagacious  vision.  In  connectioa  with  Schuyler  and  Hamilton  the 
leading  spirits  who  looked  beyond  the  special  interests  of  the  State  to  a 
more  positive  union  on  some  definite  grounds  were  Secretary  Jay,  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  and  the  Van  Rensselears.  Tliey  spent  the  month  of 
February  in  striving  for  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  to  the  appointment 
of  delegates  to  the  Convention.  This  bill  was  carried  March  6,  notwith- 
standing the  Federal  party  was  in  what  seemed  a  hopeless  minority.  But 
of  the  three  delegates  chosen,  John  Lansing  and  Robert  Yates  were  nota- 
bly of  the  governor's  mind,  and  although  Hamilton  was  the  third  choice, 
the  anti-Federalists  thought  they  could  safely  trust  the  interests  of  New 
York  to  a  delegation  of  which  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  preserving  her 
individual  powers,  and  whose  action  was  confined  specifically  by  a  legisla- 
tive resolution  to  the  business  of  amending  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
instead  of  creating  a  new  Constitution. 

New  York  little  dreamed  that  the  boldness,  energy,  acute  sense,  and 
well-balanced  intellect  of  the  youthful  Hamilton  was  to  overbear  by 
eloquence,  interpret  essential  needs  liy  illustration,  usurp  powers  with 
imperious  will,  and  then  convince  by  atgunient  a  large  proportion  of  lier 
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population  that  lie  was  iu  tlie  right,  and  finally  compel  a  public  recogni- 
tion and  justification  of  the  wisdom  of  his  conduct.  But  such  were  the 
facts,  as  the  reader  will  soon  learn.     The  whole  story  reads  like  fiction. 

The  character  and  genius  of  Hamilton  furnish  a  never-failing  source  of 
food  for  captivating  study. ^  He  was  not  yet  thirty,  and  almost  as  boyish- 
looking  as  when  he  was  the  confidential  companion  of  Washington. 
There  was,  perhaps,  more  gravity  resting  upon  his  expressive  countenance 
at  times,  but  intelligent  vivacity  predominated.  He  was  frank,  amiable, 
and  high-bred,  and  attracted  his  friends  irresistibly ;  while  his  enemies 
both  hated  and  stood  in  awe  of  him.  He  had  a  mind  of  innnense  grasp, 
and  could  endure  more  unremitted  and  intense  labor  than  any  other  man 
in  New  York.  His  thought  flashed  forth  like  a  calcium  light,  illuminat- 
ing the  broad  scene,  and  placing  him  in  the  front  rank  of  artists  in 
government-making.  He  had  been  ripening  for  his  work  through  patient 
attention  to  facts  and  a  grand  generalization  of  their  subtle  principles, 
until  he  coidd  see  into  consequences  yet  dormant  in  ideas.  His  growth 
in  the  science  of  practical  statesmanship  had  been  pushed  to  its  full 
stature  by  the  forces  of  that  remarkable  age ;  and  his  versatility  and 
creative  gifts  had  been  sharpened  by  the  peculiar  social  and  political 
conditions  of  the  community  in  which  his  lot  was  cast.  He  was  never 
fully  up  to  the  tide  of  popular  sympathy  in  all  things,  or  responsive  to  its 

1  The  following  letter,  never  before  published,  written  by  Hamilton  to  Miss  Schuyler 
three  weeks  before  their  marriage  —  dated  October  13,  1780  — will  be  read  with  interest  by 
every  student  of  Hamilton's  career.  The  ofiginal  copy  is  treasured  by  one  of  the  fanuly, 
through  whose  courtesy  the  author  has  been  permitted  to  make  this  copy  :  — 

"  I  would  not  have  you  imagine  Miss  that  I  write  to  you  so  often  either  to  gratify  your 
wishes  or  to  please  your  vanity  ;  but  merely  to  indulge  myself  and  to  comply  with  that  rest- 
less propensity  of  my  mind,  which  will  not  allow  me  to  be  happy  when  I  am  not  doing  some- 
thing in  which  you  are  concerned.  This  may  seem  a  very  idle  disposition  in  a  philosopher 
and  a  soldier  ;  but  I  can  plead  illustrious  examples  in  my  justification.  Achilles  had  like  to 
have  sacrificed  Greece  and  his  glory  to  his  passion  for  a  female  captive  ;  and  Anthony  lost 
the  world  for  a  woman.  I  am  sorry  the  times  are  so  changed  as  to  oblige  me  to  summon 
antiquity  for  my  apology,  but  I  confes.s,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  present  age,  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  many  who  are  as  far  gone  as  myself  in  such  laudable  zeal  for  the  fair  se.x. 
I  suspect,  however,  if  others  knew  the  charms  of  my  sweetheart  as  well  as  I  do,  I  should 
liave  a  gr<?at  number  of  competitors  —  1  wish  I  could  give  you  an  idea  of  her  —  you  have  no 
conception  how  sweet  a  girl  she  is  —  it  is  only  in  my  heart  that  her  image  is  truly  drawn. 
She  has  a  lovely  form  and  a  mind  still  more  lovely  ;  she  is  all  goodness,  the  gentlest,  the 
dearest,  the  tenderest  of  her  se.\  —  Ah,  Betsey,  how  1  love  hei'  ! 

"  Two  days  since,  I  wrote  to  you  my  dear  girl  and  sent  the  letter  to  the  care  of  Colonel 
Morris  :  there  was  with  it  a  bundle  to  your  mamma,  directed  to  your  father,  containing  a 
cloak  which  Miss  Livingston  sent  to  my  care.  I  enclosed  you  in  that  letter,  the  copy  of  a 
long  one  to  my  friend  Laurens  with  an  account  of  Arnold's  affair.  I  mention  this  for  fear 
of  a  miscarriage  as  usual. 

'•  Well,  my  love,  hei-e  is  the  middle  of  October  ;  a  few  weeks  more  and  you  are  mine  ;  a 
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pulse-beat ;  but  he  could  give  more  point  to  a  discussion  than  any  one 
of  his  contemporaries,  and  he  was  unsurpassed  in  the  electricity  of  his 
make. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia  in  May.  Congress  had 
regarded  the  movement  with  coldness,  questioning  its  constitu-  1737, 
tionality  until  aroused  by  the  alarming  condition  of  affairs  in  ^^y- 
Massachusetts.  A  riotous  insurrection,  caused  by  public  and  private 
debts,  scarcity  of  money,  and  decline  of  trade  during  the  autumn  of  1786 
and  winter  following,  threatened  the  whole  country  with  anarchy  and  ruin. 
The  people,  imbued  with  wild  notions  of  liberty,  headed  by  Daniel  Shays, 
resisted  the  payment  of  obligations  and  taxes,  and  obliged  the  courts  of 
law  to  adjourn.  The  rebellion  extended  into  New  Hampshire,  where  the 
legislature  convened  at  Exeter  was  besieged,  and  imprisoned  for  several 
hours,  the  object  of  the  insurgents  being  to  force  an  issue  of  paper  money 
agreeably  to  a  petition  signed  by  thirty  towns  which  had  not  been 
granted.  "  I  am  mortified  beyond  expression,"  wrote  Washington  to 
Henry  Lee  in  Congress,  "  at  such  a  melancholy  verification  of  what  our 
transatlantic  foes  have  predicted,  and  of  another  thing  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  mankind  when  left  to  themselves  are  unfit  for  their  own 
government."  This  pressure  for  reform  in  the  general  governing  system 
was  finally  made  effective  through  the  action  of  the  New  York  Legislature, 

swet't  rellection  to  me  —  is  it  so  to  my  charmer  ?  Do  you  find  yourself  more  or  less  anxious 
for  the  moment  to  arrive  as  it  approaches  ?  This  is  a  good  criterion  to  determine  the  degree 
of  your  affection  b}'.  You  have  had  an  age  for  consideration,  time  enough  for  even  a  woman  to 
know  her  mind  in.  Do  you  begin  to  repent  or  not  ?  Remember  you  are  going  to  do  a  very 
serious  thing.  For  though  our  sex  have  generously  given  up  a  part  of  its  prerogatives,  and 
husbands  have  no  longer  the  power  of  life  and  death,  as  the  wiser  husbands  of  former  days 
had,  yet  we  still  retain  the  power  of  happiness  and  misery  ;  and  if  you  are  prudent  you  will  not 
trust  the  felicitj'  of  your  future  life  to  one  in  whom  you  have  not  good  reason  for  implicit 
confidence.  I  give  you  warning  —  don't  blame  me  if  you  make  an  injudicious  choice  —  and 
if  you  should  be  disposed  to  retract,  don't  give  me  the  trouble  of  a  journey  to  Albany,  and 
then  do  as  did  a  certain  lady  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  find  out  the  day  before  we  are  to  be 
married  that  you  '  can't  like  the  man  '  ;  but  of  all  things  I  pray  you  don't  make  the  discovery 
afterwards  —  for  this  would  be  worse  than  all.  But  I  do  not  apprehend  its  being  the  case. 
I  think  we  know  each  other  well  enough  to  understand  each  other's  feelings,  and  to  be  sure 
our  affection  will  not  only  last  but  be  progressive. 

"I  stopped  to  read  over  my  letter  —  it  is  a  motley  mixture  of  fond  extravagance  and 
sprightly  dullness  ;  the  truth  is  I  am  too  much  in  love  to  be  either  reasonable  or  witty  ;  I 
feel  in  the  extreme  ;  a^nd  when  I  attempt  to  speak  of  my  feelings  I  rave.  I  have  remarked  to 
you  before  that  real  tenderness  has  always  a  tincture  of  sadness,  and  when  I  affect  the  lively 
my  melting  heart  rebels.  It  is  separated  from  you  and  it  cannot  be  cheerful.  Love  is  a 
sort  of  insanity  and  every  thing  I  write  savors  strongly  of  it ;  that  you  return  it  is  the  best 
proof  of  your  madness  also. 

"  I  tell  you,  my  Betsey,  you  are  negligent ;  you  do  not  write  to  me  often  enough.  Take 
more  care  of  my  happiness,  for  there  is  nothing  your  Hanulton  would  not  do  to  promote 
vours." 
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which  instructed  her  delegates  in  Congress  to  move  for  an  act  to  sanction 
a  revision  or  change ;  thus  Congress  advised  the  States  to  confer  power 
upon  a  convention,  which  should  comprehend  the  highest  civil  talent  of 
the  country  —  representing  every  interest,  and  every  part  of  the  Union. 

The  members  numbered  fifty-five.  "Washington,  the  heart  and  hand 
of  America,  towards  whom  all  eyes  turned  in  dire  emergencies,  came 
from  Mount  Vernon,  and,  with  his  usual  punctilious  observance  of  eti- 
quette, paid  an  immediate  visit  to  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
Franklin.  The  philosopher  was  in  his  eighty-second  year,  but  his  health 
had  improved  since  his  return  from  France,  and  he  attended  the  Con- 
vention regularly,  five  hours  a  day,  for  more  than  four  months.  Ilobert 
Morris,  whose  personal  credit  had  proved  such  a  valuable  element  in 
securing  independence,  George  Read,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration,  Edmund 
Piandolph,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  Gouverneur  Morris,  who  had 
resided  in  Philadelphia  since  the  termination  of  his  service  as  Assistant 
Financier,  were  conspicuous  delegates.  New  Jersey  sent  Governor  Wil- 
liam Livingston,  one  of  the  most  forcible  and  elegant  writers,  and  prob- 
ably the  best  classical  scholar  in  the  assemblage.  The  reader  has  known 
him  best  as  a  soldier  and  a  statesmen,  but  he  had  great  tact  and  talent 
as  an  essayist,  his  satirical  powers  were  unrivaled,  he  was  a  poet  of  no 
mean  ability,  and  his  literary  taste  was  singularly  refined  for  the  day. 

From  New  Hampshire  came  John  Langdon,  subsequently  governor  of 
that  State,  a  severely  practical  republican  of  social  habits  and  magnetic 
and  pleasing  address,  the  patriot  who  furnished  means  to  equip  Stark's 
New  Hampshire  militia  in  the  dark  days  prior  to  the  victory  of  Ben- 
nington, pledging  his  plate  among  other  valuables  for  the  purpose.  From 
South  Carolina  came  a  polished  and  accomplished  delegation :  John 
Eutledge,  who,  like  his  brother  Edward,  had  received  legal  training  at 
the  Temple,  and  was  versed  in  all  the  intricacies  of  the  Englisli  law ;  and 
the  two  Pinckneys,  Charles  Cotesworth  and  Charles  —  the  latter,  after- 
wards governor  of  South  Carolina,  a  dozen  or  more  years  younger  than 
the  former  —  both  of  whom  were  educated  for  the  bar,  the  elder  of  the 
two  at  Westminster,  Oxford,  and  the  Temple,  and  liad  since  passed  through 
every  vicissitude  of  a  soldier's  life.  From  Massachusetts  came  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  old  Puritan  character,  Caleb  Strong,  born  in  Northamp- 
ton thirty  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Ptevolution,  a  student  of 
law,  of  spotless  private  character,  a  statesman  of  inflexible  adherence  to 
principle,  who  while  governor  of  Massachusetts  during  the  War  of  1812 
denied  the  right  of  the  President,  upon  constitutional  grounds,  to  make 
requisition  upon  the  State  for  troops ;  he  affected  no  elegance  of  style, 
was  tall,  with  a  somewhat  long  visage,  his  hair  but  slightly  powdered, 
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resting  loosely  upon  a  high,  thoughtful  brow,  from  beneath  which  eyes  of 
singular  beauty  beamed  with  gentleness  and  kindness.  Elbridge  Gerry 
was  forty-three,  one  year  the  senior  of  Strong,  a  master  in  all  questions- 
of  commerce  and  finance,  a  gentleman  small  and  slight  of  stature, 
and  of  extreme  urbanity  of  manner.  Eufus  King  was  also  sent  by 
Massachusetts,  and  his  vigorous  oratory,  and  rare  combination  of  personal 
and  intellectual  endowments,  made  him  a  prominent  figure.  Rhode 
Island  was  not  represented.  Connecticut  sent  three  of  her  brightest 
and  best  men,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Oliver 
Ellsworth.  Johnson  was  not  only  a  jurist,  but  a  man  of  broad  intelli- 
gence, science,  and  literature.  He  had  resided  five  years  before  the  war 
in  England  as  agent  of  Connecticut,  and  was  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  as  well  as  a  privileged  guest  in  the  culti- 
vated circle  of  which  that  literary  colossus  was  the  acknowledged  chief. 
Sherman,  according  to  Jefferson,  "  never  said  a  foolish  thing  in  his  life." 
He  was  forty-six,  tall,  erect,  well-proportioned,  of  fair  complexion  and 
manly  bearing,  habitually  calm,  grave,  self-poised,  and  possessed  of  much 
practical  wisdom,  and  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  that  seemed  intui- 
tive. He  was  really  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  present.  He  was 
the  son  of  a  New  England  farmer,  obtained  the  rudiments  of  education  in 
a  common  school,  and  worked  at  the  shoemaker's  trade,  with  his  books 
around  him,  while  preparing  himself  for  the  stern  realities  of  a  useful 
life.  He  hardly  ever  had  known  an  idle  hour.  He  had  already  been,  for 
some  years,  a  judge  of  the  highest  court  in  Connecticut.  Ellsworth  was 
also  a  lawyer,  and  afterwards  chief  justice.  He  was  forty-two,  an  inde- 
pendent thinker  and  an  eloquent  speaker,  an  unassuming,  consistent 
republican,  who  combined  all  the  charms  of  good-breeding  with  the  ex- 
cellences of  the  Christian  gentleman. 

Georgia  and  North  Carolina  were  not  behind  the  other  States  in  con- 
tributing merit  to  this  august  body.  Georgia's  most  notable  delegate 
was  a  son  of  her  adoption,  Abraham  Baldwin,  a  young  Connecticut  lawyer 
of  thirty-three,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  the  brother-in-law  of  Joel  Barlow, 
who  at  the  request  of  General  Greene  removed  to  Savannah  in  1784. 
North  Carolina  sent  William  Richardson  Davie,  by  birth  an  Englishman, 
a  graduate  from  Princeton,  and  commissary-general  of  the  Southern 
army  under  Greene.  He  was  but  thirty-one,  remarkably  handsome,  of 
commanding  physique,  voice  of  peculiar  melody,  and  an  accomplislied 
orator.  He  was  subsequently  governor  of  North  Carolina.  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson was  fifty,  and  his  reputation  for  integrity  such  that  no  one 
dared  to  approach  him  with  flattery  or  falsehood.  He  was  a  thorough 
scholar  in  divinity,  excelled  in  mathematics,  had  studied  medicine  at 
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Edinburgh  and  Utrecht,  and  was  a  writer  upon  a  great  variety  of  abstruse 
topics.  Virginia's  delegation  was  renowned.  The  central  figure  was 
Washington.  George  Wythe,  Chancellor  of  Virginia  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  was  sixty-one,  and  as  exceptionally  wise  and  pure-minded 
as  he  was  venerable.  He,  like  Sherman,  was  the  son  of  a  farmer,  al- 
though educated  chiefly  by  his  mother,  a  remarkable  classical  scholar ; 
but  he  had  taught  himself  Greek,  and  become  thoroughly  learned  in 
jurisprudence.  His  pupil,  James  Madison,  of  whom  Virginia  was  justly 
proud,  stood  by  his  side,  a  fair-faced  man  of  thirty-seven.  ]\laryland, 
Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania  together  supplied  eighteen  delegates.  Lutlier 
Martin,  of  Maryland,  was  a  lawyer  of  commanding  intellect,  afterwards 
the  personal  and  political  friend  of  Aaron  Burr,  whose  acquittal  he  was 
instrumental  in  procuring  when  tried  for  treason  in  1807 ;  one  of  his 
colleagues,  John  Francis  Mercer,  afterwards  governor  of  Maryland,  had 
been  a  soldier  and  a  citizen  of  deserved  distinction  in  his  own  State  ; 
John  Dickinson,  son  of  Judge  Samuel  Dickinson,  had  just  reached  his 
fifty-fifth  year,  a  man  of  elegant  learning  and  fine  conversational  powers, 
who,  trained  in  law  at  the  Temple,  had  displayed  unusual  gifts,  not  only 
at  the  bar,  but  in  legislation  and  authorship.  George  Clymer,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  forty-eight,  of  medium  size,  fair  complexion,  and  features 
radiant  with  intelligence  and  benevolence  ;  he  rarely  made  a  speech, 
through  extreme  diffidence,  but  wrote  with  exceeding  care  and  accuracy, 
and  his  opinions  were  always  received  with  marked  respect ;  it  is  said 
that  he  was  never  heard  to  speak  ill  of  the  absent  or  known  to  break  a 
promise,  and  was  always  on  the  alert  to  promote  every  scheme  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  country  in  science,  agriculture,  polite  learning,  the  fine 
arts,  or  objects  of  mere  utility.  James  Wilson,  born  in  Scotland,  had 
studied  successively  at  Glasgow,  St.  Andrews,  and  Edinburgh,  and  finally 
completed  his  legal  education  in  the  office  of  John  Dickinson,  of  Dela- 
ware, who  was  ten  years  his  senior.  He  was  a  clear,  sagacious,  forcible 
political  writer,  and  a  statesman  of  high  order.  The  soldier,  Thomas 
Mifflin,  was  one  of  the  immortal  company ;  also  Jared  Ingersoll,  whose 
father,  Jared  Ingersoll,  was  the  stamp-master  of  Connecticut,  captured 
and  conducted  to  Hartford  in  1765,  and  forced  by  the  indignant  people 
to  resign  his  office,  as  related  in  a  former  chapter.  The  son  went  to  Lou- 
don and  studied  law  five  years  in  the  Middle  Temple,  and  then  returned 
to  reside  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  became  a  prominent  jurist,  holding 
many  offices  of  trust  in  the  courts  and  councils  of  the  country. 

There  was  scarcely  a  man  in  the  Convention  who  was  not  a  specimen 
of  strong  individuality,  of  commanding  will,  of  manly  statesmanship,  and 
of  gentlemanly  culture  ;  and  nearly  all  had  acquired  political  wisdom  and 
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achieved  eminence  in  some  field  of  public  service.  It  was  a  body  of 
earnest  thinkers,  to  whom  had  been  confided  in  a  larger  degree  than  ever 
to  any  other  body  of  men  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  organized  with 
Washington  as  its  presiding  officer,  bound  itself  to  secrecy,  and  proceeded 
to  its  work  with  closed  doors ;  it  was  soon  found  impossible  to  amend 
the  existing  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  various  were  the  resolutions 
submitted  as  the  basis  of  a  new  constitution.  Franklin  opposed  every 
proposition  that  tended  towards  an  arbitrary  government.  He  thought 
the  chief  magistrate  should  have  no  salary  and  little  power,  and  that  the 
government  should  be  a  simple  contrivance  for  executing  the  will  of  the 
people.  He  said  that  ambition  and  avarice,  the  love  of  power  and 
the  love  of  money,  were  the  two  passions  that  most  influenced  the  affairs 
of  men,  and  argued  that  the  struggle  for  posts  of  honor  which  were  at 
the  same  time  places  of  profit  would  perpetually  divide  the  nation  and 
distract  its  councils ;  and  that  the  men  who  would  thrust  themselves  into 
the  arena  of  contention  for  preferment  would  not  be  the  wise  and  moder- 
ate, those  fitted  for  high  trusts,  but  the  bold,  the  selfish,  and  the  violent, 
and  that  in  the  bustle  of  cabal,  and  the  mutual  abuse  of  parties,  the  best 
of  characters  would  be  torn  in  pieces. 

Hamilton  went  to  the  other  extreme.  He  did  not  favor  a  monarchy, 
but  he  was  for  having  a  perpetual  senate  and  a  perpetual  governor.  His 
peculiarly  constructive  ideas  were  toned,  however,  by  a  chivalrous  gener- 
osity, and  an  unerring  perception  of  the  practicable  and  the  expedient. 
The  work  before  the  Convention  was  of  a  nature  to  develop,  to  the  fullest 
extent,  the  most  conflicting  opinions  and  the  most  opposite  theories.  No 
subject  in  the  whole  range  of  human  thought  and  human  endeavor  could 
be  more  complex.  The  prevailing  fear  of  a  close  corporation  with  des- 
potic powers,  obstructed  the  development  of  the  great  Federal  principle 
which  Hamilton  had  long  cherished,  and  first  defined  in  the  midst  of  the 
gloom  and  uncertainty  of  the  civil  contest  —  a  principle  which  acknowl- 
edged the  inalienable  right  of  the  individual  state  to  control  absolutely 
its  own  domestic  and  internal  affairs,  because  better  able  to  do  it  intelli- 
gently than  any  outside  power,  but  which  also  recognized  the  desirability 
and  necessity  of  a  central  government,  that  should  settle  and  determine 
national  questions.  To  embody  such  a  scheme,  with  all  its  delicate 
details,  in  a  written  document,  required  serious,  searching,  conscientious, 
and  discriminating  examination  and  deliberation.  No  aid  of  special 
significance  could  be  gleaned  from  history,  as  the  world  had  then  seen 
little  of  real  liberty  united  with  personal  safety  and  public  security. 

And  this  novel  undertaking,  unknown  to  the  science  of  politics,  was  to 
be  tried  in  a  new  land,  under  new  social  conditions,  and  it  is  no  matter  of 
wonder  that  it  should  have  been  regarded  as  a  prodigious  experiment. 
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All  summer  the  toil  went  on.  In  the  early  part  of  July  Hamilton's 
associate  New  York  delegates,  Yates  and  Lansing,  returned  home,  because 
they  thought  the  Convention  was  transcending  its  powers.  Hamilton, 
left  alone  to  represent  the  great  Empire  State,  brought  his  marvelous  gifts 
and  best  energies  to  the  task.  He  had  less  direct  agency  than  some 
others  in  framing  the  chief  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  but  he  was 
the  main  engineer  of  the  structure.  Never-  untimely  obtrusive  with 
his  clear-cut  opinions,  or  hesitant  when  discussion  was  appropriate,  he 
brought  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  practical  workings  of  all  the 
political  systems  of  the  world  into  grand  review,  and  with  deferential, 
courteous,  and  yet  authoritative  air,  and  singularly  fascinating  manners,, 
commanded  the  ear  of  the  Convention  whenever  he  lifted  his  voice. 

The  facts  and  philosophy  of  the  situation  invest  the  slight  figure  which 
towered  so  high  in  the  midst  of  the  assembled  greatness  with  new  light 
and  life.  Hamilton's  bright,  vivacious  countenance  illumined  every  dark 
point  of  the  troublesome  and  often  misfitting  framework.  He  was 
essentially  the  guide  of  the  builders.  Curtis  says  he  evinced  "  a  more 
remarkable  maturity  than  has  ever  been  exhibited  by  any  other  person,, 
at  so  early  an  age,  in  the  same  department  of  thought  "  ;  and,  furthermore, 
that  Hamilton  "  proved  himself  to  be  a  statesman  of  greater  talent  and  power 
than  the  celebrated  Pitt,  two  years  his  junior,  who  became  Prime  Minister 
of  England  at  the  age  of  twenty-four ;  for  none  can  doubt,  that  to  build 
up  a  free  and  firm  State  out  of  a  condition  of  political  chaos,  and  to  give 
it  a  government  capable  of  developing  the  resources  of  its  soil  and  people, 
and  of  insuring  to  it  prosperity,  power,  and  permanence,  is  a  greater  work 
than  to  administer  with  energy  and  success  —  even  in  periods  of  severe 
trial  —  the  constitution  of  an  empire  whose  principles  and  modes  of 
action  have  been  settled  for  centuries."  Hamilton  was  the  youngest 
man  in  this  remarkable  body,  which  for  moral  completeness  of  character 
and  breadth  of  intellectual  vision  never  has  been  excelled  in  this  or  any 
other  country ;  and  he  stood  opposed  to  Franklin,  the  oldest  man  present 
—  upwards  of  fifty  years  his  senior  —  whose  fame  filled  the  eastern  as 
well  as  the  western  hemisphere. 

But  although  Franklin  occasionally  pushed  his  peculiar  fancies  to  the 
utmost  verge  of  truth  through  excess  of  worldly  wisdom,  he  rose  grandly 
above  all  fanaticism  or  intolerance,  and  his  prudent  influence  w^as  one  of 
the  great  elements  that  ruled  the  hour  The  next  day  after  Hamilton 
was  deserted  by  his  New  York  colleagues,  Franklin  delivered  a  speech  in 
which  he  attributed  the  "  small  progress  made  in  four  or  five  weeks'  con- 
tinual reasoning  with  each  other  without  results,  to  the  melancholy 
imperfection  of  the  human  understanding,"  and  urgently  recommended 
that  the  sessions  be  opened  every  morning  with  prayer. 
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Washington's  serene  and  commanding  presence  was  of  vital  conse- 
quence at  this  important  crisis  of  human  affairs  —  without  which  Hamil- 
ton's extraordinary  forecast  and  luminous  discussions  would  have  availed 
little.  Madison's  accurate  and  clear  logic  and  Rufus  King's  brilliant 
efforts  were  also  of  the  first  importance.  Madison,  in  addition  to  his 
manifold  duties  during  the  session,  preserved  a  full  and  careful  record  of 
the  discussions  with  his  own  hand ;  King  was  the  author  of  a  prohibition 
of  the  States  to  pass  laws  affecting  the  obligations  of  contracts,  which 
was  incorporated  in  the  phraseology  of  the  instrument  on  the  14th  of 
September.  The  ardent 
and  impulsive  Gouver- 

neur  Morris,  with  flash-  ^.^  '  ::\ 

ing  eloquence,  discarded  /^  -^ 

all    narrotv    notions  for  V^  .  % 

the  welfare  of  the  whole 
continent,  and  contrib- 
uted largely  towards 
attaining  the  objects  of 
the  Convention.  Sev- 
eral of  the  statesmen,  in 
a  spirit  of  comprehen- 
sive magnanimity,  yield- 
ed points,  for  the  general 
good,  which  they  had 
held  with  great  tenacity. 
Hamilton  himself,  with 
rare  felicity  of  temper- 
ament, accepted  in  the 
end  certain  features 
which  he  thought  de- 
fective, believing  it  to 
be  the  best  government 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention  could  frame,  and  the  best  that  the 
nation  would  adopt. 

A  committee  was  appointed  on  the  8th  of  September,  consisting  of 
Hamilton,  Madison,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Rufus  King,  and 
Gouverneur  Morris,  to  revise  the  style  and  arrange  the  articles  of 
the  draft  of  a  constitution,  which  had  been  under  debate  since  the  early 
Ijart  of  August,  and  at  last  substantially  agreed  upon  by  its  framers.  This 
finishing  work  was  delegated  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  whose  facile  pen  and 
fine  literary  taste  clothed  the  instrument  in  clear,  simple,  and  expressive 


Gouverneur  Morris. 

[From  a  painting  by  Ames,  in  possession  of  the  New  Yoric  Historical  Society.] 
[Presented  by  Stephen  van  Rensselaer,  in  18:7.) 


Sept.  8. 
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lauguage,  giving  to  the  substance  its  admirable  order  and  symmetry,  and 
to  the  text  its  distinguishing  elegance. 

The  revised  draft  having  been  reported  and  engrossed,  it  was  duly 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  members,  and  submitted  to  the  States 
^'^^'    '  for  ratification ;  after  which  the  Convention  adjourned. 

When  Hamilton  returned  home,  he  found  that  the  anti-Federalists  as  a 
whole,  and  a  large  proportion  of  his  own  constituents,  accredited  him 
with  having  perpetrated  the  worst  of  mischiefs  in  signing  the  Constitu- 
tion in  behalf  of  New  York.  "  You  were  not  authorized  by  the  State," 
said  Governor  Clinton.  "  You  will  find  yourself,  I  fear,  in  a  hornet's 
nest,"  said^  Chief  Justice  Eichard  Morris.      Washington's  official  letter 

reached  Congress  on  the  28th,  containing  a  draft  of  the  Constitu- 
Sept.  28.    .  ,  .  ,      .  1  -I  ^  1      •  ^    , 

tion,  which,  m  accordance  with  a  unanimous  resolution  of  that 

body,  was  transmitted  to  the  several  State  legislatures,  in  d^-der  to  be 
submitted  for  approval  to  a  Convention  to  be  called  in  each  State  for  the 
purpose  —  the  assent  of  nine  of  the  thirteen  States  being  required  for  its 
ratification.  The  publication  of  the  instrument  in  New  York  opened  a 
spirited  and  violent  contest.  Not  only  the  city  but  the  whole  State  was 
in  a  ferment.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  same  principle  of  concession 
and  mutual  forbearance,  and  the  same  breadth  of  understanding,  to  pre- 
vail among  the  masses  as  among  their  enlightened  representatives  in  the 
Convention.  All  manner  of  prejudices  were  awakened,  State  pride.  State 
interests,  and  State  jealousies  were  aroused,  suspicions  and  terrors  were 
created,  and  hostile  legions  sincerely  believed  that  the  terrible  Constitu- 
tion woul  1  be  the  grave  of  American  liberty. 

From  Georgia  to  New  Hampshire  a  formidable  proportion  of  the  peo- 
ple rallied  with  great  enthusiasm  and  vigor  for  the  defense  of  State  rights. 
The  new  Constitution  proposed  a  voluntary  surrender  of  political  power 
from  one  class  of  men  to  another.  It  had  been  constructed  by  a  Con- 
vention authorized  solely  to  amend  the  old  system.  Brilliant  orators  in 
every  State  along  the  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  predicted  arbitrary  despot- 
ism, and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Convention  had  exceeded 
its  powers.  As  a  natural  consequence,  inflammatory  resentment  spread 
with  fearful  rapidity.  The  eloquent  Patrick  Henry  lent  all  his  persua- 
sive gifts  to  the  great  work  of  preventing  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  said :  "  When  I  come  to  examine  its  features,  they  appear  to  me 
horribly  frightful.  Among  other  deformities,  it  has  an  awful  squinting ; 
it  squints  towards  monarchy ;  and  does  not  this  raise  indignation  in  the 
breast  of  every  true  American  ?  Your  president  may  easily  become  king. 
Your  senate  is  so  imperfectly  constructed,  that  your  dearest  rights  may 
be  sacrificed.     Where  are  your  checks  in  this  government  ?  " 
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In  New  York  the  anti-Federalists,  calling  themselves  Federal  Repub- 
licans, organized  for  determined  opposition.  A  society,  formed  in  the 
city,  of  which  General  John  Lamb  was  chairman,  and  his  son-in-law, 
Charles  Tillinghast,  secretary,  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  chief 
men  holding  similar  views  in  other  States,  to  concert  measures  to  prevent 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  Hamilton  com- 
menced writing  a  series  of  essays,  which,  published  in  the  New  York 
newspapers,  were  copied  far  and  wide  into  nearly  all  the  journals  of 
America.  He  addressed  himself  to  the  reason  and  good  sense  of  the 
people  at  large,  explaining  his  position  and  clearly  elucidating  his  prin- 
ciples of  public  policy.  Associated  with  him  in  this  educating  process 
were  Secretary  Jay  and  James  Madison.  In  simple,  forcible  diction 
they  pointed  out  the  advantages  of  an  energetic  government,  and  gradu- 
ally overcame  the  ill-grounded  apprehensions  of  the  multitude.  They 
had  faith  in  the  intelligence  and  honesty  of  the  community  whenever  it 
should  attain  to  a  better  knowledge  of  the  ample  provisions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  and  State 
organizations,  made  by  the  instrument  under  consideration.  These  papers 
commanded  careful  attention,  and  carried  conviction  to  the  great  body  of 
thinking  men  in  all  parts  of  the  country  ;  they  were  published  in  two  small 
volumes  during  the  year  1788,  entitled   The  Federalist,  the  first 

o  J  '  '  1788. 

volume   being  issued   before  the   final  essays  were  written,  the 
second   following   as   soon  as  the  series  was  completed.     This  work  is 
preserved,  and  justly  prized  as  an  exhaustive  reply  to  the  many  objec- 
tions raised  against  the  Constitution,  and  as  the  most  important  source  of 
contemporaneous  interpretation  which  the  annals  of  America  afford. 

In  the  conventions  called  by  the  States  the  best  talent  was  engaged, 
and  opposing  views  were  advocated  with  a  fullness,  force,  and  earnestness 
never  surpassed  on  any  occasion  in  American  history.  The  parties  were 
so  evenly  balanced,  in  some  instances,  that  it  was  impossible  to  conjecture 
what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  small  majorities 
show  how  reluctantly  the  new  government  was  accepted.  Debts  and 
outside  dangers  moved  several  of  the  States  to  prompt  action.  An  excit- 
ing month  was  spent  in  debate  by  the  Convention  of  Massachusetts. 
"  The  State  government,"  said  Fisher  Ames,  "  is  a  beautiful  struc- 
ture, but  it  is  situated  on  the  naked  beach.  What  security  has  it 
against  foreign  enemies  ?  Can  we  protect  our  fisheries  or  secure  by 
treaties  a  sale  for  the  produce  of  our  lands  in  foreign  markets  ? "  The 
eminent  men  of  Virginia  were  not  assembled  in  convention  until  June. 
Patrick  Henry  wrote  on  the  9th  to  General  Lamb,  "  I  am  satisfied  four 
fifths  of  our  inhabitants  are  opposed  to  the  new  scheme  of  government. 
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and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  numbers  in  convention  appear  equal 
on  both  sides ;  the  friends  and  seekers  of  power  have,  with  their  usual 
subtilty,  wriggled  themselves  into  the  choice  of  the  people  by  assuming 
shapes  as  various  as  the  faces  of  the  men  they  address  on  such  occasions." 
The  brilliant  Virginian  resisted  the  Constitution  to  the  last.  When 
likely  to  be  overpowered  he  expressed  his  sentiments  in  manly  terms : 
"  I  will  be  a  peaceable  citizen  !  My  head,  my  hand,  my  heart,  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  retrieve  the  loss  of  liberty  and  remove  the  defects  of  the  sys- 
tem in  a  constitutional  way." 

Meanwhile  New  York  was  agitated  from  centre  to  circumference  with 
acrimonious  disputation.  The  two  parties  vilified  each  other  in  pamphlets, 
in  the  newspapers,  in  conversation  on  the  streets,  and  in  social  and  busi- 
ness circles.  Hamilton,  meeting  General  Lamb  one  morning,  expostulated 
with  him  upon  the  folly  of  his  fears  respecting  "the  abuse  of  power,"  saying, 
"  It  is  a  matter  of  certainty  that  Washington  will  be  the  first  President." 
Admitting  that  unlimited  power  might  safely  be  trusted  to  that  great 
man.  Lamb  added  that  he  knew  of  no  other  mortal  to  whom  he  would  be 
willing  to  confide  the  enormous  authority  gTanted  by  the  Constitution, 
and  that  not  even  the  influence  of  a  name  so  illustrious  could  shake  his 
opposition  to  the  dangerous  instrument.  But  when  nine  States  had 
signified  their  approval  and  the  government  was  sure  to  go  into  operation, 
it  was  plain  that  New  York  must  do  one  of  two  things  —  unite  with  the 
others  or  secede.  A  resolution  for  the  call  of  a  State  Convention,  offered 
by  Egbert  Benson  in  January,  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
after  some  delay,  and  the  delegates  were  accordingly  elected.  The  capi- 
tal was  represented  by  Hamilton,  Secretary  Jay,  Chancellor  Livingston, 
Chief  Justice  Eichard  Morris,  and  Mayor  Duane.  The  delegation  from 
Albany  were  anti-Federalists.  The  members  altogether  numbered  sixty- 
seven,  embracing  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  men  of  talent  and  promi- 
nence then  on  the  political  stage,  of  whom  a  decided  majority  were 
opposed  to  the  Constitution.  This  New  York  Convention  assem- 
june  ir.  .^^^^^  at  Poughkeepsie  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  organized  with 
Governor  George  Clinton  President. 

Chancellor  Livingston  opened  the  discussion  on  the  19th,  pointing  out 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  Union  to  New  York,  especially  on  account 
of  her  peculiar  local  situation  and  the  consequent  confusion  of  her  com- 
mercial relations,  and  in  the  most  eloquent  terms  urged  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  question  at  issue,  and  the  duty  of  the  gentlemen  to 
divest  themselves  of  every  preconceived  prejudice  in  order  to  deliberate 
with  coolness,  moderation,  and  candor.  The  anti-Federalists  argued  that 
New  York  would,  in  accepting  the  Constitution,  sacrifice  too  much  ])olit- 
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ical  consequence  and  too  great  a  proportion  of  the  natural  advantages 
accruing  from  her  commanding  geographical  position. 

July  came,  and  still  the  various  clauses  of  the  Constitution  were  hotly 
discussed.  News  from  Virginia  on  the  3d  saddened  the  opposi- 
tion. In  Albany  the  Federalists  were  jubilant,  and  celebrated  the  '^"^^^" 
€vent  by  a  procession  conducted  with  nmch  pomp  and  ceremony.  The 
anti-Federalists,  angered  by  the  display,  gathered  themselves  together,  and 
after  listening  to  inflammatory  speeches  burned  the  Constitution  in  the 
faces  of  their  foes.  Both  parties  then  attempted  to  march  through  the 
same  street,  and  a  serious  scrimmage  ensued  in  which  several  persons 
were  wounded.  The  news  of  the  accession  of  New  Hampshire  followed 
swiftly  that  of  Virginia.  The  Convention  was  in  the  very  depths  of 
troubled  waters.  Jay's  continuity  of  mental  effort  and  aptitude  for  har- 
monizing diffej'ences  and  smoothing  down  rough  places  were  of  the  utmost 
use  in  the  emergency.  But  the  most  remarkable  speech  of  the  session 
was  that  of  Hamilton,  when  the  delegates  assembled  for  the  final  vote. 
He  addressed  them  for  three  hours,  bringing  forward  every  argument, 
and  dwelling  with  matchless  skill  upon  the  miseries  that  must  ensue  if 
the  Constitution  was  rejected.  Some  of  his  audience  were  melted  into 
tears ;  Kent,  who  was  present,  said  "  he  never  could  have  believed  the 
power  of  man  equal  to  so  much  eloquence."  Gilbert  Livingston,  one  of 
the  opposition,  rose,  and  solemnly  remarked  "  that  there  was  much  truth 
in  Mr.  Hamilton's  words."  The  sagacious  Clinton  at  the  last  was  be- 
lieved to  have  privately  advised  Melancthon  Smith  to  vote  with  the  Fed- 
eralists. The  momentous  decision  took  place  on  Thursday,  the 
26th  of  July,  New  York  adopting  the  Constitution  by  a  majority  ^  ^ 
of  three  —  with  the  recommendation  of  several  proposed  amendments. 
Thus  turned  the  pivot  in  the  history  of  the  English-speaking  race. 

The  metropolis  had  grown  restless  while  waiting  for  the  action  of  the 
Convention,  and  on  Monday,  three  days  before  the  great  event  just 
recorded,  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  an  imposing  celebra-  "^^  ^" 
tion,  matured  by  a  committee,  and  arranged  under  the  special  supervision 
of  Major  L'Enfant.  It  was  thought  that  an  exhibition  of  the  popular 
feeling  would  materially  influence  the  obstinate  body  at  Poughkeepsie, 
and  bring  matters  to  a  crisis.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  a  salute 
of  thirteen  guns  from  the  Federal  ship  Hamilton,  moored  off  the  Bowling 
Green.  This  vessel  had  been  built  for  the  occasion  and  presented  by  the 
ship-carpenters.  It  was  equipped  as  a  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  twenty- 
seven  feet  keel  and  ten  beam,  with  everything  complete  in  proportion, 
both  in  hull  and  rigging,  and  was  manned  with  upwards  of  thirty  sailors, 
and  a  full  complement  of  officers,  under  command  of  the  veteran  Commo- 
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dore  James  Nicholson.  It  was  drawn  through  the  streets  by  ten  beautiful 
horses. 

The  procession  was  formed  upon  a  scale  of  vast  magnitude,  and  it  being 
the  first  of  the  kind  in  New  York  —  or  in  America  —  which  nothing 
since  has  excelled  in  magnificence  of  design  or  splendor  of  effect,  a  brief 
outline  of  its  principal  features  will  vividly  illustrate  the  spirit  of  the 
age.  It  was  marshaled  in  ten  divisions,  in  honor  of  the  ten  States  that 
had  already  acceded  to  the  Constitution.  The  Grand  Marshal  was  Colonel 
Richard  Piatt.  His  associate  officers  were  Morgan  Lewis,  Nicholas  Fish, 
Aquila  Giles,  James  Fairlie,  William  Popham,  and  Abijah  Hammond. 

First  came  an  escort  of  light-horse  preceded  by  trumpeters  and  a  body 
of  artillery  with  a  field-piece.  Then  foresters  with  axes,  preceding  and 
following  Christopher  Columbus,  on  horseback.  Farmers  came  next,  Nich- 
olas Cruger,  in  farmer's  costume,  conducting  a  plow  drawn  by  three  yoke  of 
oxen.  John  Watts,  also  in  farmer's  dress,  guided  a  harrow  drawn  by 
oxen  and  horses,  followed  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  farmers  carrying 
implements  of  husbandry.  A  newly  invented  threshing-machine  was 
manipulated  by  Baron  Pollnitz  and  other  gentleman  farmers  in  farmers' 
garb,  grinding  and  threshing  grain  as  they  passed  along.  Mounted  upon 
a  fine  gray  horse,  elegantly  caparisoned,  and  led  by  two  colored  men  in 
white  Oriental  dresses  and  turbans,  Anthony  Walton  White  bore  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  in  sculpture,  preceding  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  in  full  military  uniform.  Gardeners  followed  in  green  aprons, 
with  the  tools  of  their  trade ;  and  then  the  tailors,  attended  by  a  band  of 
music,  making  a  brilliant  display.  The  measurers  of  grain  were  headed 
by  James  Van  Dyke,  their  banner  representing  the  measures  used  in  their 
business,  with  the  lines:  — 

"  Federal  measures,  and  measures  true, 
Shall  measure  out  justice  to  us  and  to  you." 

The  bakers  were  headed  by  John  Quackenboss  and  Frederick  Stymetz. 
Ten  apprentices,  dressed  in  white  with  blue  sashes,  each  carrying  a  large 
rose,  decorated  with  ribbons,  and  ten  journeymen  in  like  costume,  carry- 
ing implements  of  the  craft,  were  followed  by  a  large  square  platform 
mounted  on  wheels,  drawn  by  ten  bay  horses,  bearing  the  "  Federal  Loaf,'* 
into  which  was  baked  a  whole  barrel  of  flour,  and  labeled  with  the 
names  in  full  length  of  the  ten  States  that  had  ratified  the  Constitution. 
Their  banner  represented  the  decline  of  trade  under  the  old  confederation. 
The  brewers  paraded  horses  and  drays  with  hogsheads  ornamented  with 
hop-vines  and  barley.  Upon  the  first,  mounted  on  a  tun  of  ale,  was  a 
beautiful  boy  of  eight  years,  in  close-fitting  flesh-colored  silk,  representing 
Bacchus,  with  a  silver  goblet  in  his  hand. 
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The  second  division  was  headed  by  the  coopers,  led  by  Peter  Stouten-  ' 
burgh.  Thirteen  apprentices,  each  thirteen  years  of  age,  dressed  in  white 
sliirts  and  trousers,  with  green  ribbons,  on  their  ankles,  carried  kegs  under 
their  left  arms.  They  were  followed  by  forty-two  more  in  white  leathern 
aprons,  with  green  oak  branches  in  their  hats,  and  white  oak  branches  in 
their  right  hands ;  upon  a  car  drawn  by  four  bay  horses  decorated  with 
green  ribbons  and  oak  branches  were  coopers  at  work  under  John  Post, 
as  boss,  upon  an  old  cask,  the  staves  of  which  all  their  skill  could  not 
keep  together ;  and,  in  apparent  despair  at  their  repeated  failures,  they 
suddenly  betook  themselves  to  the  construction  of  a  new,  fine,  tight,  iron- 
bound  keg,  which  bore  the  name  of  the  "  New  Constitution."  Butchers  [ 
followed  with  a  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  each  mounted  by  a  boy 
dressed  in  white,  upon  which  was  a  stall  neatly  furnished,  and  butchers  and 
boys  busily  at  work ;  it  also  bore  a  fine  bullock  of  a  thousand  pounds'  weight, 
which  was  presented  to  the  committee  by  the  butchers  and  roasted  on  the 
ground  during  the  afternoon.  This  car  was  followed  by  one  hundred  of 
the  trade  in  clean  white  aprons.  The  banners  were  carried  by  William 
Wright  and  John  Perrin.  The  tanners  and  curriers  carried  a  picturesque  ' 
emblem  with  the  motto,  "  By  union  we  rise  to  splendor."  The  skinners, 
leather-breeches  makers,  and  glovers  were  dressed  in  buckskin  waistcoats,  \ 
breeches,  gloves,  and  garters  —  with  bucks'  tails  in  their  hats.  James 
Mott  was  the  standard-bearer,  their  motto  being,  "  Americans,  encourage 
your  own  manufactures."  To  these  William  C.  Thompson,  the  parchment  | 
manufacturer,  attached  himself,  with  a  standard  of  parchment,  inscribed, 
"  American  manufactured."  The  third  division  was  happily  and  ingen- 
iously conceived,  and  most  effective  in  the  novelty  of  its  display ;  the  > 
cordwainers  led,  headed  by  James  McCready,  bearing  a  flag  with  the 
arms  of  the  craft,  inscribed,  "  Federal  Cordwainers,"  followed  by  twelve 
masters  ;  then  came  the  car  of  the  Sons  of  St.  Crispin,  drawn  by  four 
milk-white  horses  with  postilions  in  livery,  upon  which  was  a  shop  with 
ten  men  diligently  at  work ;  in  the  rear  of  the  main  body  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  workmen  Anthony  Bolton  bore  a  similar  flag  to  the  one 
in  front.  The  fourth  division  commenced  with  the  carpenters,  who 
numbered,  altogether,  upwards  of  two  hundred ;  each  carried  a  rule  in  his 
hand,  and  a  scale  and  dividers  hung  from  his  neck  with  a  blue  ribbon. 
The  furriers  attracted  great  attention,  their  leader  bearing  a  white  bear-  \ 
skin ;  he  was  followed  by  an  Indian  in  native  costume  loaded  with  furs, 
notwithstanding  it  was  one  of  the  hottest  days  in  July  ;  a  procession  of 
workmen,  clad  in  fur-trimmed  garments,  and  a  horse  led  by  an  Indian  in 
a  beaver  blanket  with  two  bears  sitting  upon  packs  of  furs  upon  his  back, 
terminated  the  sliow,  together  with  the  unique  figure  of  one  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  men  dressed  in  a  superb  scarlet  blanket,  wearing  an  elegant  cap  and 
plumes,  and  smoking  a  tomahawk  pipe. 

The  hatters  wore  blue  cockades  and  blue  sashes  ;  they  numbered  about 
seventy.  The  peruke-makers  and  hair-dressers,  forty -five  in  all,  displayed 
the  arms  of  the  trade  —  a  wig  in  quarters,  with  three  razors  for  a  crest. 
The  artificial  florists  carried  a  white  flag  ornamented  with  flowers ;  the 
whitesmiths,  an  elegant  pedestal  of  open  scroll-work  supporting  the  arms 
of  the  trade  —  Vulcan's  arm  and  hand  with  hammer;  the  cutlers  wore 
steel  breastplates  and  green  silk  aprons  ;  the  confectioners  bore  Bacchus's 
cup  in  sugar,  four  and  one  half  feet  in  circumference,  and  an  enormous 
*'  Federal  Cake."  The  stone-masons  displayed  the  Temple  of  Fame  sup- 
ported by  thirteen  pillars,  ten  finished  and  three  unfinished,  with  the 

inscription :  — 

"  The  foinidation  is  firm,  the  materials  are  good, 
Each  pillar 's  cemented  with  patriots'  blood." 

The  decorations  of  the  societies  were  of  the  greatest  variety  and  sig- 
nificance, and  the  image  of  Hamilton  was  carried  aloft  on  banners  in 
every  part  of  the  procession,  the  Constitution  in  his  right  hand  and  the 
Confederation  in  his  left.  He  had  to  all  appearances  turned  the  scale  for 
the  Union,  and  fame  was  indeed  crowning  him  with  well-earned  and  en- 
during laurels. 

The  upholsterers  displayed  upon  a  superbly  carpeted  car,  drawn  by  six 
horses,  the  Federal  chair  of  State,  prepared  by  William  Mooney,  after- 
wards Grand  Sachem  of  the  Tammany  Society,  above  which  was  a  rich 
canopy  nineteen  feet  high,  overlaid  with  deep-blue  satin,  hung  with  fes- 
toons and  fringes,  gold  and  glitter ;  on  the  right  of  the  chair  stood  John 
De  Grushe,  representing  the  Goddess  of  Liberty,  with  a  scroll,  inscribed 
"Federal  Constitution,  1788,"  and  on  the  left  was  a  figure  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Justice,  blindfolded  and  bearing  the  sword  and  balance. 

The  picture  of  the  scene  will  not  be  perfect  without  the  bricklayers, 
with  their  motto,  "  In  God  is  our  trust ; "  the  painters  and  glaziers,  with 
various  specimens  of  their  handicraft ;  the  cabinet-makers,  with  a  car 
drawn  by  four  beautiful  horses,  upon  which  a  table  and  a  cradle  were 
completed  during  the  march ;  the  chair-makers,  sixty  or  more,  with  the 
motto  upon  their  standard,  — 

"  The  Federal  States  in  union  bound, 
O'er  all  the  world  our  chairs  are  found"  ; 
the  ivory-turners  and  musical-instrument  makers,  their  standard  repre- 
senting Apollo  playing  on  a  lyre,  with  a  border  of  musical  instruments 
festooned  in  the  manner  of  trophies  ;  the  lace  and  fringe  weavers,  bearing 
oraiiije  colors  elevated  on  a  gilt  standard,  with  the  device  of  an  angel 
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bearing  a  scroll,  inscribed,  "  Federal  Constitution,"  and  underneath,  "  0, 
never  let  it  perish  iu  your  hands,  but  piously  transmit  it  to  your  chil- 
dren "  ;   the  j)aper-stainers,  with  standard  borne  by  John  Colles  ;  the  civil    ■ 
engineers,  carrying  a  design  of  a  dock  for  building  and  repairing  men-of- 
war;  the  shipwrights,  with  Noah's  ark  upon  their  banner;  the  blacksmiths    \ 
aud  nailers,  numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty,  who  began  and  completed     / 
an  anchor  upon  their  stage  during  the  marcli,  while  their  motto  floated  iu 

the  breeze,  — 

"  Forge  me  strong,  finish  me  neat, 
I  soon  sliall  moor  a  Federal  fleet "  ; 

the  ship-joiners  ;  the  boat-builders ;  the  block  and  pump  makers,  with  a     | 
stage  upon  which  they  made  a  complete  pump  on  the  route  ;  the  sail-  » 
makers,  who,  in  picturesque  attire,  with  pine  branches  in  their  hats,  con- 
structed a  ship's  foretopsail  upon  a  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  sewed 
about  fifty-six  yards  on  a  steering  sail ;  and  the  riggers,  to  the  number  of    ( 
forty-one,  headed  by  Eichard  Clark,  bearing  a  standard  representing  a 
ship  in  process  of  being  rigged,  with  the  motto,  — 

"  Fit  me  well,  and  rig  me  neat, 
And  join  me  to  the  Federal  fleet." 

But  by  far  the  most  imposing  part  of  the  gorgeous  pageant  was  the 
Federal  ship  with  Hamilton's  name  emblazoned  upon  each  side  of  it, 
heading  the  seventh  division,  its  crew  going  through  every  nautical  prep- 
aration and  movement  for  storms,  calms,  and  squalls,  as  it  moved  slowly 
through  the  streets ;  when  abreast  Beaver  Street  the  proper  signal  for  a 
pilot  brought  a  pilot-boat,  eighteen  feet  long,  upon  a  wagon  drawn  by  a 
pair  of  horses,  from  its  harbor  to  the  ship's  weather-quarter,  and  a  pilot 
was  received  on  board  ;  when  opposite  Bowling  Green  the  president  and 
members  of  Congress  were  discovered  standing  upon  the  fort,  and  the 
ship  instantly  brought  to  and  fired  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns,  followed  by 
three  cheers,  which  were  returned  by  the  Congressional  dignitaries  ;  when 
in  front  of  the  house  of  William  Constable,  in  Pearl  Street,  Mrs.  Edgar 
came  to  the  window  and  presented  the  ship  with  a  suit  of  colors ;  while 
abreast  of  Old  Slip,  the  Spanisli  Government  vessel  saluted  the  Hamilton 
with  thirteen  guns,  which  was  returned  with  as  much  promptness  as 
though  actually  a  ship  of  war  upon  the  high  seas.  The  Marine  Society 
followed  in  the  wake  of  the  pilot-boat,  the  president  wearing  a  gold 
anchor  at  his  left  breast.  The  printers,  book-binders,  and  stationers  came  \  \  \ 
next,  preceded  by  Hugh  Gaine  and  Samuel  Loudon  on  horseback.  Upon 
a  stage  drawn  by  four  horses  was  a  printing-press,  with  compositors  and  j 
pressmen  at  work,  several  hundred  copies  of  a  song  written  by  Duer  being 
struck  off  aud  distributed  amono-  the  crowd  during  the  march. 
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The  eighth  division  consisted  of  three  hundred  cartmen  in  gay  equip- 
ments ;  a  horse-doctor  bearing  a  standard  with  a  curious  device  ;  a  band 
I     of  mathematical  instrument  makers,  with  banner  encircled  by  ten  stars, 
exhibiting  a  Hadley's  quadrant  telescope,  compass,  and  hour-glass,  with 
the  motto,  "  Trade  and  Navigation  "  ;  a  few  carvers  and  engravers ;  coach 
and  harness  makers,  preceded  by  a  stage  drawn  by  ten  black  horses,  with 
f      men  at  work;  coppersmiths,  with  a  significant  standard;  tin-plate  work- 
/     ers,  exhibiting  "  The  Federal  Tin  Warehouse,"  raised  on  ten  pillars,  with 

the  motto,  — 

"When  three  more  pillars  rise, 
Our  union  will  the  world  surprise  "  ; 

/  pewterers ;  gold  and  silver  smiths;  potters;  chocolate- makers,  with   the 
device  upon  one  side  of  their  banner  of  a  man  with  thirteen  heads  look- 
ing different  ways,  and  upon  the  other  ten  men  supporting  "  one  presi- 
I     dential    head " ;    tobacconists,   numbering    forty-five,   with    their    arms 
encompassed  by  thirteen  tobacco-plants,  and  each   carrying  a  hand  of 
tobacco  with  ten  leaves  bound  closely  together ;  dyers  dressed  in  various 
J   colors,  their  motto  being,  "  Give  glory  to  God  "  ;  brush-makers  with  a  beau- 
^   tiful  banner,  and  carrying  a  large  brush  called  a  Turk's  head,  upon  staves 
\     twelve  feet  long;  tallow-chandlers,  bearing  a  flag  with  thirteen  stripes, 
beneath  which  was  a  picture  of  Washington  on  one  side,  and  of  Hamilton 
on  the  other  —  anticipating  the  administration  of  tlie  first  President  of 
the  new  nation  —  and  over  the  arms  of  the  trade  were  thirteen  candles, 
/ ,    ten  burning  and  three  not  lighted ;  and  the  saddlers,  harness,  and  whip 
makers,  followed  by  a  richly  caparisoned  horse  led  by  a  groom  with  an 
elegant  whip  in  his  hand,  and  ten  stable-boys  dressed  in  character. 

Every  class  of  the  population  participated  in  this  remarkable  pro- 
cession. In  the  ninth  division  marched  the  judges  and  lawyers  in 
their  robes,  preceded  by  the  sheriff  and  coroner ;  John  Lawrence,  John 
Cozine,  and  Robert  Troup  bore  the  new  Constitution  elegantly  engrossed 
on  vellum,  and  ten  students  of  law  followed,  bearing  in  order  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  ten  States.  The  Philological  Society,  headed  by  its  presi- 
dent, Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  came  next,  the  standard,  with  its  arms,  borne 
by  William  Dunlap ;  Noah  Webster,  the  great  American  lexicographer, 
was  in  the  procession.  The  Ptegents  of  the  University,  and  the  president, 
professors,  and  students  of  Columbia  College,  all  in  their  academic  dresses, 
next  appeared,  their  banner  emblematical  of  science.  Then  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  merchants  and  traders,  John  Broome,  president  of  the 
Chamber,  and  William  Maxwell,  vice-president  of  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  in  a  chariot,  and  William  Laight  on  horseback,  bearing  a  standard 
with  thirteen  stars  about  an  oval  field,  and  Mercury  surrounded  by  em- 
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blems  of  commerce  supporting  the  arms  of  the  city.  The  tenth  division 
em  raced  clergymen,  phys.cian,  scholars,  gentlemen,  and  stalls T 
ceded  by  a  bine  Hag  with  the  motto,  "  United  we  stand,  dividedte  Mr 
In  the  rear  ol  the  whole  was  a  detachment  of  artillery 

The  spectacle  furnishes  a  broader  view  of  the  various  elpm».t«       a 
...dustries,  and  teaches  us  more  of  the  real  charactirof    hf  iX" 
of  the  c.  y  at  that  t.me  than  any  chapter  of  description  ex  ant      No 
oc  as,on  better  deserves  a  place  in  history.     It  was  not  th       ilpM 
entry  of  a  conqt,eror,  with  trophies  of  war,  and  captives  in  cl,a™s  as  'n 
the  days  of  ant.qnity.  but  an  exhibition  of  all  the  implen   Z  ;?  tl  e 
use  ul  arts,  .n  which  the  trades  vied  with  the  merchants  an       holarst 
celebratnrg  the  victory  of  Hamilton  for  the  Constitution,  and  in  manif  s 
.ng  the  rapturous  attachment  of  an  intelligent  people    0  a  powTrfu    1" 
fee  government,  which  should  preserve  peace  ani  concord' all"  fhe 
States,  and  promote  mdividual  happiness  and  national  .lorr-a°o!v 
ernment  that  has  had  vitality  enough  within  itself  to  qu'eU  one  JL 
greatest  rebellions  in  the  civilized  world;   a  "overnment  whicT         > 
moment  of  direst  per.I,  when  .ts  chief  head  htrbeeT  trTcklow"  I 

The  city  was  pervaded  by  a  singular  stillness  as  the  novel  procession 
n  ved  along  .tscief  streets- watched  by  multitudes  even      t'he  ho  se- 

r:tht^:--rii:  r'o^r  a-.-::  i'-- ~ 

prepared  at    he  Bayard  country-seat  near  Grand  Street,  beneath  a  rus 
tic  pavdion  temple;  and  the  ship  ffan^ilton  clewed  h  r  tr,a  Is   aTd 

ame   0  anchor  .n  fine  style.     Tables  were  spread  for  six  tho,  a"  d  P 
-ns,  the  president  and  members  of  Congress,  and  other  dis  n"uished 
pe^^onages,  occupying  one  in  the   centre   elevated  a   little   above  the 
monnt'dt       «  ""'■■   '"^'^   *'"  P^""™   *"»'-t''1   in  "  dome  , 
and  holding  a  scroll,  emblematic  of  the  three  .great  epochs  ^f  the  wir 

Independence,  Alliance  with  France,  and  Peace."     The  color    of  th' 
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different  nations  who  had  formed  treaties  with  the  United  States,  and 
escutcheons  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  ten  States  which  had  rati- 
fied the  Constitution,  added  greatly  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  scene.  At 
four  o'clock  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns  gave  the  signal  for  return  to  the 
city.  The  march  occupied  somewhat  over  an  hour.  At  half  past  five 
the  ship  Hamilton  anchored  once  more  at  the  Bowling  Green,  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  thousands.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  display  of 
fireworks  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Bauman,  city  postmaster  and 
commander  of  artillery,  "  whose  constitutional  irascibility,"  writes  Pres- 
ident Duer,  "  was  exceedingly  provoked  by  the  moon,  which  shone  with 
pertinacious  brilliancy,  as  if  in  mockery  of  his  feebler  lights." 

On  the  following  Saturday,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  newa 
reached  the  city  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Convention 
at  Poughkeepsie  on  Thursday.  The  bells  pealed  one  long,  loud  cry  of 
joy,  and  from  the  fort  and  the  Federal  ship  Hamilton  the  discharge  of 
artillery  was  deafening.  Merchants  and  citizens,  headed  by  some  of  the 
first  characters,  went  to  the  houses  of  Hamilton,  Jay,  Livingston,  Duane,, 
and  other  members  of  the  Convention,  and  testified  their  approval  by 
giving  three  cheers  before  each.  The  general  excitement  was  so  great 
that  many  of  the  anti-Federalists  also  drank  and  shouted  for  the  Consti- 
tution. 

The  immediate  result  was  a  cessation  of  rancorous  party  strife.  The 
doctrine  of  State  rights  fell  into  disrepute.  All  eyes  were  turned  towards 
the  consummation  of  union,  since  it  was  no  longer  to  be  defeated.  The 
public  mind  wondered  at  its  own  obstinacy  as  the  prospect  brightened ; 
and  the  general  satisfaction  was  increased  by  speculations  upon  what 
might  have  been  the  condition  of  the  country  as  thirteen  independent, 
sovereignties  eternally  counteracting  each  other.  Congress  publicly  an- 
nounced the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  on  the  13th  of  Septem- 
*^  '  '  ber,  and  appointed  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  coming  January  for 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  choose  electors  for  a  chief  magistrate 
under  its  provisions ;  the  first  Wednesday  of  February  following  was 
the  day  fixed  for  the  electors  to  meet  and  make  choice  of  a  President. 
Wednesday,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  was  designated  for  the  meeting  of 
a  new  Congress  under  the  Constitution,  and  the  general  organization  of 
the  new  government. 

New  York  City  was  hilarious  with  anticipation,  and  began  to  extend 
her  borders.  The  autumn  of  1788  was  emphatically  one  of  sunshine. 
The  elements  favored  every  enterprise.  The  air  was  mild  and  balmy 
until  December,  the  breezes  blew  softly,  and  the  skies  seemed  to  have 
adopted  a  new  order  of  blue.     In  short,  the  city  breathed  a  fresh  atmos- 
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phere  of  promise,  and  every  project  prospered.  The  utmost  activity  pre- 
vailed. Houses  sprung  into  sudden  notice  along  the  country  roads  above 
Chambers  Street,  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rivers,  and 
numerous  costly  warehouses  arose  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  Indus- 
trious mechanics  and  tradesmen  were  finding  means  to  procure  modest 
homes  of  their  own,  and  places  of  business  multiplied  in  rapid  ratio. 
All  the  trades  bristled  with  new  life.  An  electrical  current  seemed  to 
have  passed  through  every  department  of  business. 

Prominent  citizens  hastened  to  contribute  thirty-two  thousand  dollars 
for  the  enlargement  and  adornment  of  the  old  City  Hall,  preparatory  to  the 
novel  event  which  was  about  to  thrill  the  whole  civilized  world.  The  most 
intense  anxiety  was  manifested  by  all  classes  concerning  the  settlement 
of  the  question  as  to  the  future  seat  of  the  national  government.  But  it 
was  hoped  that  liberality  on  the  part  of  New  York  would  determine  the 
issue  in  her  favor.  The  Federal  Hall,  when  completed,  presented  quite  a 
stately  appearance.  The  first  or  basement  story  was  in  the  Tuscan  style, 
with  seven  openings;  four  massive  pillars  in  the  centre  supported  heavy 
arches,  above  which  rose  four  Doric  columns  ;  the  cornice  was  ingeniously 
divided  to  admit  thirteen  stars  in  the  metopes,  which,  with  the  eagle  and 
other  insignia  in  the  pediment,  and  the  sculptures  of  thirteen  arrows  sur- 
rounded by  olive  branches  over  each  window,  marked  it  as  a  building  set 
apart  for  national  purposes.  The  entrance  fronting  on  Broad  Street  was 
through  a  lofty  vestibule  paved  with  marble  and  elegantly  finished. 
The  Hall  of  Representatives  was  of  slightly  octangular  shape,  sixty-one 
by  fifty-eight  feet  in  dimension,  with  an  arched  ceiling  forty-six  feet  high 
in  the  centre.  It  had  two  galleries,  a  speaker's  platform  admirably  ar- 
ranged, and  a  separate  chair  and  desk  for  each  member.  Its  windows 
were  large,  and  some  sixteen  feet  above  the  floor,  under  which  were  the 
quaintest  of  fireplaces. 

The  Senate  Chamber  was  a  smaller  apartment,  forty  by  thirty  feet  in 
extent  and  twenty  feet  high,  with  an  arched  ceiling  of  light  blue  —  a 
sun  and  thirteen  stars  in  the  centre.  It  was  finished  and  decorated  most 
artistically,  and  its  numerous  fireplaces  were  of  highly  polished  varie- 
gated American  marble.  The  President's  chair,  under  a  rich  canopy  of 
crimson  damask,  was  elevated  three  feet  above  the  floor.  The  chairs 
of  the  senators  were  arranged  in  semicircles,  and  covered  with  the  same 
bright  material  as  the  canopy  and  curtains.  It  had  three  windows  open- 
ing upon  Wall  Street,  and  a  balcony  twelve  feet  deep,  guarded  by  an  iron 
railing,  where  the  President  was  to  take  the  oath  of  office. 

One  of  the  finest  mansions  in  the  city  stood  on  the  corner  of  Cherry 
Street  and  Franklin  Square.     It  was  built  by  Walter  Franklin,  who  had 
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in  his  lifetime  been  esteemed  one  of  the  richest  merchants  in  New  York, 
with,  it  is  said,  as  much  money  in  Eussia  as  in  America.  In  1783  his 
M'idow,  a  lady  of  great  beauty,  was  married  to  the  distinguished  Samuel 
Osgood,  of  the  Treasury  Board,  who  became  the  owner  of  the  edifice,  as 

also  of  the  property  in  its 
vicinity  where  the  Harper 
Brothers  subsequently  erect- 
ed their  world-renowned  pub- 
lishing establishment.  This 
dwelling  was  selected  as  the 
I  itlicial  residence  of  the  Pres- 
ilcnt,  Osgood  removing  else- 
V  here  that  it  might  be  bur- 
nished anew  for  its  distin- 
guished occupancy.^ 

While  these  and  other  prep- 
arations were  being  pushed 
with  vigor,  Gouverneur  Mor- 
ris sailed  for  France,  arriving  in  Paris  early  in  February.  His  first  dinner 
was  with  Jefferson,  and  the  second  with  Lafayette.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  charming  cordiality  by  Lafayette's  family,  and  one  of 
his  little  daughters  sang  a  song  after  they  left  the  table  which  happened 
to  be  one  of  Morris's  own  composition.  But  the  republicanism  of  Lafay- 
ette and  the  revolutionary  projects  and  principles  which  were  lighting  up 
the  whole  French  horizon  were,  in  the  view  of  Morris,  greatly  to  be  deplored. 
A  sense  of  equality  was  maddening  the  French  mind,  and  it  struck  Morris 
as  irrational.  Every  man  was  giving  advice  to  every  other  man ;  and 
each  one  in  the  high-colored  pride  of  freedom  thought  it  a  great  pity  that 


Washington's  Residence. 

[The  Walter  Franklin  House. ) 


Samuel  Osgood  (born  at  Andover,  Massachu.setts,  February  14,  1748,  died  in  New  York, 
August  12,  1813)  was  graduated  from  Cambridge  with  the  highest  honors  in  1766  ;  he  studied 
theology,  but,  losing  his  health,  became  an  importing  merchant.  In  1774,  in  view  of  the 
disturbed  relations  with  Great  Britain,  he  abandoned  business,  and  was  immediately  sent  to 
the  Essex  County  Convention,  and  thence  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachu- 
setts.    He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  but  was  shortly  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 


1780  to  1784  he  was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  from  1785  to  1789,1  first  com 
missioner  of  the  United  States  Treasury  ;  the  bonds  required  for  this  last  office  were  so  heavy 
that  he  was  about  to  decline  the  appointment  rather  than  ask  his  frientls  to  become  security, 
but  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  came  forward  in  a  body  and  became  his  bondsman,  an 
honor  never  accorded  to  any  other  private  individual.  "With  the  organization  of  tlie  new 
government,  he  was  made  the  first  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States.  He  subsequently 
held  several  positions  of  great  trust  in  New  York,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He 
was  distinguished  for  integrity,  piety,  and  public  spirit,  and  for  scientific  and  literary  attain- 
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he  was  not  the  king.  He  was  at  least  equal  to  a  king  in  his  own  estima- 
tion. And  the  more  ignorant  the  man  the  greater  his  assumption  of 
equality.  "  The  literary  people  here,  observing  the  abuses  of  their  mo- 
narchical form,"  writes  Morris,  "  imagine  that  everything  must  go  better 
in  proportion  as  it  recedes  from  the  present  establishment,  and  in  their 
closets  they  make  men  exactly  suited  to  their  systems ;  but  unluckily 
they  are  such  men  as  exist  nowhere  else,  and  least  of  all  in  France." 

Notwithstanding  the  contrariety  of  opinion  concerning  the  new  Con- 
stitution, there  was  but  one  mind  in  the  choice  of  a  President.  The  Ameri- 
can heart  turned  as  naturally  to  Washington  as  the  morning-glory  of  the 
garden  to  the  rising  sun.  It  is  an  isolated  instance  in  the  history 
of  nations  for  one  man  to  so  possess  the  confidence  and  affection 
of  a  great  people  as  to  command  every  voice  and  vote  in  his  favor,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  nominating  convention,  or  any  electioneering  process 
whatever.  But  it  was  thus  with  the  first  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  election  of  the  first  Federal  Congress  under  the  Constitution  was 
one  of  the  most  orderly  elections  the  country  had  ever  witnessed.  The 
presidential  electors  met  upon  the  day  appointed  and  gave  in  their  ballots. 
The  results  were  immediately  known,  and  preparations  made  accordingly, 
although  no  action  could  be  given  the  new  political  machinery  until 
Congress  should  assemble.     The  4th  of  March  was  the  time  ap- 

March  4 

pointed.  The  City  of  New  York  was  awakened  at  early  dawn 
of  that  particular  morning  by  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells. 
But  eight  senators  and  thirteen  representatives  appeared  —  not  enough 
for  a  quorum  in  either  house  —  which  was  owing  partly  to  the  severity 
of  the  weather  and  muddy  roads.  Stages  were  as  yet  few,  and  in  out-of- 
the-way  districts  they  had  no  fixed  days  for  leaving  specific  points }  and 

ments,  wrote  several  volumes  on  religious  subjects,  and  was  the  author  of  a  work  on  chronol- 
ogy. He  was  the  son  of  Peter  Osgood,  descended  from  John  Osgood  of  Wherwell,  England, 
who  sailed  for  Boston  in  1638.  He  married  Martha  Brandon,  in  1775,  who  died  childless  in 
1778.  Eight  years  afterward  he  married  Maria  Bowne,  the  widow  of  Walter  Franklin,  whose 
father  was  Daniel  Bowne,  and  whose  mother  was  the  sister  of  Governor  Winthrop  of  Massa- 
chusetts. She  had  three  daughters  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Osgood,  Maria  Frank- 
lin, first  wife  of  De  Witt  Clinton  ;  Sarah  Franklin,  who  became  Mrs.  John  Lake  Norton  ; 
and  Hannah  Franklin,  who  married  George,  the  brother  of  De  Witt  Clinton.  The  children 
of  Samuel  and  Maria  Bowne  Osgood  were  :  Martha  Brandon  Osgood,  second  wife  of  the  French 
Minister,  Citizen  Edmond  Charles  Genet,  and  mother  of  Mr.  George  C.  Genet,  of  New  York 
(the  first  wife  of  Genet  was  Cornelia  Tappan  Clinton,  the  second  daughter  of  Governor  George 
Clinton)  ;  Julia,  who  married  her  cousin,  Samuel  Osgood  ;  and  Susan  Maria,  who  married  Moses 
Field  of  New  York  ^  great-grandson  of  Benjamin  Field  and  Hannah  Bowme,  daughter 
of  John  Bowne,  the  first  of  the  Bownes  in  this  country  —  and  was  the  mother  of  Judge 
Maunsell  B.  Field,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Chase. 
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tliey  not  infrequently  tarried  on  the  route  for  storms  to  pass,  or  to  repair 
breakages.  March  was  the  worst  mouth  of  the  year  for  traveling,  all 
comfortable  facilities  were  wanting,  and  tlie  roads  in  many  places,  as  well 
as  the  fords  of  the  rivers,  were  rendered  impassable  by  floods. 

"  We  crossed  the  Earitan,  at  New  Brunswick,  in  a  scow,  open  at  both 
ends  to  receive  and  discharge  the  carriage,  without  unharnessing  or  dis- 
mounting," wrote  a  traveler  of  the  time,  "  and  the  scow  was  pulled  across 
the  river  by  a  rope.  We  passed  the  Delaware  in  another  scow,  which 
was  navigated  only  by  setting  poles."  De  Warville  described  a  journey 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  made  in  "  a  kind  of  open  wagon,  hung 
with  double  curtains  of  leather  and  woolen  cloth  —  carriages,"  said  he, 
"  which  keep  up  the  idea  of  equality,  the  member  of  Congress  riding  beside 
the  shoemaker  who  elected  him,  in  fraternity."  Between  New  York  and 
Boston  stages  were  constructed  usually  without  springs.  "  By  the  time 
we  had  run  thirty  miles  among  the  rocks,"  wrote  De  Warville,  "we  were 
convinced  that  a  carriage  with  springs  would  very  soon  have  been  overset 
and  broken."  The  mails  were  conveyed  to  and  from  New  York,  Boston, 
Albany,  and  Philadelphia  three  times  a  week  in  summer  and  twice  a 
week  in  winter.  But  the  reader  will  readily  perceive  that  communication 
between  distant  portions  of  the  country  was  liable  to  serious  delays. 

The  first  business  after  the  organization  of  Congress,  on  the  6th  of 
April,  was  to  open  and  count  the  votes  for  President.  Washing- 
ton received  every  one.  The  majority  of  the  votes  for  vice-Presi- 
dent  elected  John  Adams,  who  had  returned  from  his  mission  to  England 
in  1788.  The  same  day  Secretary  Thompson  was  appointed  to  convey 
official  information  to  Washington,  and  the  next  morning  left  New  York 
on  horseback  for  Virginia ;  about  the  same  hour  a  messenger  started  for 
Boston,  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  John  Adams. 

A  puzzling  question  immediately  arose.  How  should  the  President  be 
addressed  in  his  official  capacity  ?  The  first  title  suggested  was  "  Ex- 
cellency." This  did  not  meet  general  approval.  "Eoger  Sherman  has 
set  his  head  at  work  to  devise  some  style  of  address  more  novel  and 
dignified,"  wrote .  John  Armstrong  on  the  7th.  "  His  Highness  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  Protector  of  their  Liberties"  w^as 
proposed ;  also,  "  His  Serene  Highness,"  and  "  High  Mightiness."  After 
mature  consideration  it  was  decided  to  reject  all  titles  whatever  and 
..  adopt  the  simple  name  of  "  President  of  the  United  States." 

Thompson  arrived  at  Mount  Vernon  on  the  14th,  and  on  the  morning 

of  the    16th  Washington   started   for   the  seat   of    government. 

■  He   wrote   to   Knox   that  his  "  feelings  were  not   unlike  those 

of  a  culprit  going  to  the  place  of  execution  " ;  and  in  his  diary  recorded 
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his  "mind  oppressed  with  more  anxious  and  painful  sensations  than 
he  had  words  to  express."  His  journey,  however,  was  like  one  con- 
tinued triumphal  procession.  Cities,  towns,  and  villages  vied  with 
each  other  in  doing  him  honor.  Peoj^le  gathered  by  the  roadside  and 
shouted  as  he  rode  by.  Soldiers  were  paraded,  triumphal  arches  were 
erected,  and  flowers  were  strewn  along  his  pathway.  At  Gray's  Ferry, 
over  the  Schuylkill,  he  was  escorted  through  long  avenues  of  laurels 
transplanted  from  the  forests,  bridged  with  arches  of  laurel  branches, 
and  as  he  passed  under  the  last  arch,  a  youth  concealed  in  the  foli- 
age dropped  upon  his  head  a  beautiful  civic  crown  of  laurel,  at  which 
,tumultuous  shouts  arose  from  the  immense  multitude.  At  Trenton  a 
magnificent  triumphal  arch,  supported  by  thirteen  pillars,  had  been 
erected  by  the  ladies,  and  as  the  hero  passed  under  it  on  his  white 
charger,  thirteen  lovely  maidens  carrying  baskets  scattered  flowers  plen- 
tifully before  him,  singing  at  the  same  time  an  ode  composed  for  the 
occasion.  At  Elizabethtowu  Point  he  was  received  by  a  committee 
from  Congress,  of  which  Elias  Boudinot  was  chairman,  and  by  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  Secretary  Jay,  Secretary  Knox,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Mayor  and  Eecorder  of  New  York,  and  other  dignitaries. 

An  elegant  barge  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him  to  the 
city  ^as  in  waiting,  manned  by  thirteen  masters  of  vessels  in  white 
uniforms,  commanded  by  Commodore  Nicholson,  in  which  he  embarked, 
and  as  it  moved  from  the  shore  other  barges  fancifully  decorated  fell  into 
line.  The  glittering  procession  glided  through  the  narrow  strait  between 
New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island,  when,  as  if  by  magic,  dozens  of  boats  gay 
with  flags  and  streamers  dropped  into  its  wake.  All  the  vessels  and  sloops 
in  the  bay  were  clad  in  holiday  attire,  and  each  saluted  Washington  as 
he  passed.  The  Spanish  man-of-war,  Galveston,  displayed  every  flag  and 
signal  known  among  nations,  as  the  presidential  barge  came  abreast  of  her. 
Upon  a  sloop  under  full  sail  were  some  twenty-five  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
singing  an  ode  of  welcome  written  for  the  occasion  to  the  tune  of  "  God 
save  the  King."  Another  small  vessel  came  up,  distributing  sheets  of  a 
second  ode,  which  a  dozen  fine  voices  were  engaged  in  singing.  Bands  of 
music  on  boats  upon  all  sides,  perpetual  huzzas,  and  the  roar  of  artillery, 
filled  the  air,  while  over  the  whole  exhilarating  scene  the  sunshine  fell 
from  cloudless  heavens. 

The  ferry  stairs  at  Murray's  Wharf  were  carpeted,  and  the  rails  hung 
with  crimson.  Governor  Clinton  received  the  President  as  he  landed 
upon  the  shore  which  had  been  recovered  from  a  powerful  enemy  through 
his  own  valor  and  good  conduct,  at  which  moment  popular  enthusiasm 
was  at  its  climax.     The  streets  were  lined  with  inhabitants  as  thick  as 
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they  could  stand,  and  the  wildest  and  most  prolonged  cheers  rent  the  air. 
Military  companies  were  in  waiting  to  conduct  Washington  to  the  man- 
sion prepared  for  his  reception,  but  it  was  with  difficulty  that  a  passage 
could  be  pressed  through  the  joyous  throng.  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis, 
aided  by  Majors  Morton  and  Van  Home,  led  the  way,  and  the  various 
regiments  were  followed  by  the  officers  of  the  militia,  two  and  two,  the 
committee  of  Congress,  the  President  elect  with  Governor  Clinton, 
the  President's  suite,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  clergy,  the  foreign  ministers,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens. 

Every  house  on  the  route  was  decorated  with  flags  and  silken  banners, 
garlands  of  flowers  and  evergreens.  Every  window,  to  the  highest  story, 
was  filled  with  fair  women  and  brave  men.  Every  inanimate  object 
seemed  alive  with  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  hats.  From  the 
skies,  apparently,  fell  flowers  like  snow-flakes  in  a  storm.  And  in  every 
possible  form  of  unique  device  and  ingenious  ornamentation  the  name  of 
Washington  was  suspended  from  roof  to  roof,  and  upon  fanciful  arches 
constructed  for  the  occasion.  The  multitude  shouted  until  hoarse,  and 
the  bells  and  the  guns  caught  up  the  echoes,  and  with  ceaseless  clamor 
and  deafening  din  proclaimed  the  universal  gladness. 

Upon  reaching  his  destination  Washington  was  immediately  waited 
upon  and  congratulated  by  the  foreign  ministers,  and  by  political  charac- 
ters, military  celebrities,  public  bodies,  and  private  citizens  of  distinction. 
He  then  dined  with  Governor  Clinton  at  the  gubernatorial  residence  in 
Pearl  Steet.     In  the  evening  the  entire  city  was  brilliantly  illuminated. 

John  Adams  had  arrived  in  New  York  two  days  before,  and  taken  the 
oath  without  parade  and  his  place  as  president  of  the  Senate.  In  his 
opening  speech  he  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  increase  the  confidence 
of  the  country  in  Washington,  or  add  in  the  smallest  way  to  his  glory ; 
he  asked :  "  Where,  in  looking  over  the  catalogues  of  the  first  magistrates 
of  nations,  whether  called  presidents,  consuls,  kings,  or  princes,  shall  we 
find  one  whose  commanding  talents  and  virtues  and  overruling  good- 
fortune  have  so  completely  united  aU  hearts  and  voices  in  his  favor  — 
engaging  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  foreign  nations  and  fellow-citizens 
with  equal  unanimity?  ....  Providence  has  indeed  marked  out  the 
head  of  this  nation  with  a  hand  so  distinctly  visible  as  to  have  been 
seen  by  all  men  and  mistaken  by  none." 

Eichmond  Hill  House  became  the  residence  of  the  Vice-President. 
Mrs.  Adams  was  charmed  with  the  loveliness  of  the  situation,  and  her 
vivid  pen-touches  invest  our  authentic  illustration  of  the  mansion  upon  a 
former  page  with  fresh  interest.  "In  natural  beauty,"  she  writes,  "it 
might  vie  with  the  most  delicious  spot  I  ever  saw.     It  is  a  mile  and  a 
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half  distant  from  the  city  of  New  York.  The  house  stands  upon  an 
eminence ;  at  an  agreeable  distance  flows  the  noble  Hudson,  bearing 
upon  its  bosom  innumerable  small  vessels  laden  with  the  fruitful  produc- 
tions of  the  adjacent  country.  Upon  my  right  hand  are  fields  beautifully 
variegated  with  grass  and  grain,  to  a  great  extent,  like  the  valley  of 
Honiton  in  Devonshire.  Upon  my  left  the  city  opens  to  view,  inter- 
cepted here  and  there  by  a  rising  ground  and  an  ancient  oak.  In  front, 
beyond  the  Hudson,  the  Jersey  shores  present  the  exuberance  of  a  rich, 
well-cultivated  soil.  In  the  background  is  a  large  flower-garden,  enclosed 
with  a  hedge  and  some  very  handsome  trees.  Venerable  oaks  and  broken 
ground  covered  with  wild  shrubs  surround  me,  giving  a  natural  beauty  to 
the  spot  which  is  truly  enchanting.  A  lovely  variety  of  birds  serenade 
me  morning  and  evening,  rejoicing  in  their  liberty. and  security." 

This  rural  picture  of  a  point  near  where  Charlton  now  crosses  Varick 
Street  naturally  strikes  the  prosaic  mind  familiar  with  the  locality  at  the 
present  day  as  a  trick  of  the  imagination.  But  truth  is  stranger,  and  not 
infrequently  more  interesting,  than  fiction. 

The  six  never-to-be-forgotten  days  between  Washington's  arrival  and 
his  inauguration  were  devoted  to  the  perfection  of  preparations  for  the 
imposing  ceremonial.  The  city  opened  its  hospitable  doors  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  guests  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The  crush  was  bewil- 
dering. Every  public  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the 
private  mansions  overflowed.  "  We  shall  remain  here  if  we  have  to  sleep 
in  tents,  as  many  will  have  to  do,"  wrote  "Miss  Bertha  Ingersoll.  "While 
we  are  waiting  at  Mrs.  Vandervoort's,  in  Maiden  Lane,  till  after  dinner, 
two  of  our  beaux  are  running  about  town,  determined  to  obtain  the  best 
places  for  us  to  stay  at  which  can  be  opened  for  love,  money,  or  the  most 
persuasive  speeches."  New  York  had  never  before  housed  and  sheltered 
a  gathering  of  such  magnitude.  Everybody  struggled  for  a  glimpse  of 
Washington.  The  aged  declared  their  readiness  to  die  if  they  could  once  / 
behold  his  face.  The  young  described  him  as  looking  more  grand  and  // 
noble  than  any  human  being  they  had  ever  seen. 

A  national  salute  ushered  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  April.  The 
day  had  arrived  for  the  final  step  in  the  creation  of  a  national 
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government.  All  business  was  suspended.  The  streets  were 
filled  with  men  and  women  in  holiday  attire,  while  constant  arrivals 
from  the  adjoining  country  by  the  common  roads  and  ferry-boats,  and 
by  packets  which  had  been  all  night  on  the  Sound  or  coming  down  the 
Hudson,  swelled  the  eager  throng.  At  nine  o'clock  the  bells  pealed 
merrily  from  every  steeple  in  the  city,  then  paused ;  and  presently  in 
slow  measured  tones  summoned  the  people  to  the  churches  "  to  implore 
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the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  the  nation  and  its  chosen  President  —  so 
universal  was  a  religious  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  occasion."  ^ 

At  the  close  of  these  solemn  services  the  military  began  to  march  from 
their  respective  quarters  with  unfurled  banners  and  inspiring  music.  At 
noon  they  formed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis, 
in  Cherry  Street,  opposite  the  Presidential  mansion.  From  the  Senate, 
Pialph  Izard,  Tristam  Daltou,  and  Eichard  Henry  Lee,  and  from  the  House 
of  Eepreseutatives,  Egbert  Benson,  Charles  Carroll,  and  Fisher  Ames  had 
been  chosen  a  joint  committee  of  arrangements.  The  procession  moved 
in  the  following  order:  the  various  regiments,  the  sheriff  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  the  President 
elect,  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Pvepresentatives,  Chancellor  Eobert 
E.  Livingston,  Secretary  John  Jay,  Secretary  Henry  Knox,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury,  and  distinguished  citizens.  They  marched  through 
Pearl  Street  and  Broad  to  Wall  Street ;  when  in  front  of  Federal  Hall 
the  troops  formed  in  line  upon  each  side  of  the  way,  through  which 
Washington,  having  alighted  from  his  chariot,  walked  in  the  midst  of 
his  illustrious  attendants  to  the  building,  and  ascended  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  where  Congress  had  just  assembled ;  he  was  received  at  the 
door  by  the  Vice-President,  and  conducted  to  the  chair  of  State.  After 
formally  introducing  Washington  to  the  august  body,  Adams  addressed 
him  with  stately  ceremony :  — 

"  Sir,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepreseutatives  of  the  United  States 
are  ready  to  attend  you  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution, 
which  will  be  administered  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New 
York." 

"  I  am  ready  to  proceed,"  was  the  grave  reply. 

The  Vice-President  then  conducted  Washington  to  the  balcony,  ac- 
companied by  the  senators,  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinction.  Broad 
Street  and  Wall  Street,  each  way,  were  filled  with  a  sea  of  upturned  faces 
—  the  windows  and  liouse-tops  crowded  with  gayly  dressed  ladies  —  and 
a  silence  reigned  as  profound  as  if  every  living  form  which  composed  the 
vast  assemblage  was  a  statue  carved  in  stone.  Washington's  fine  figure 
appeared  in  the  centre  of  the  group  of  statesmen  between  the  two  pillars, 

1  The  clergymen  of  the  city  in  1789  were  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodgers  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Mason  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian,  Bishop  Provost,  Rev.  Benjamin 
]\Ioore  (afterwards  Bishop),  and  Rev.  Abraham  Beach  of  the  Episcopal,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Henry 
Livingston  and  Rev.  Dr.  William  Linn  of  the  Dutch  Reformed,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Christopher 
Kunze  (Professor  of  Oriental  Languages  in  Columbia  College)  of  the  Lutheran,  Rev.  Dr. 
John  Daniel  Gross  (Professor  of  the  German  Language  and  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  Columbia 
College)  of  the  German,  Rev.  Mr.  Morrill  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cloud  of  the  IMethodist,  Rev. 
Benjamin  Foster  of  the  Baptist,  and  Rev.  Gershom  Siexas  of  the  Jewish  Synagogue. 
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his  head  uncovered,  and  his  powdered  locks  gathered  and  tied  m  the  pre- 
vailing fashion  of  that  day.  Opposite  Washington  stood  the  Chancellor 
in  his  robes,  ready  to  administer  the  oath  of  office,  and  between  them  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  held  an  open  Bible  upon  a  rich  crimson  cushion, 
upon  which  Washington  rested  his  hand. 

The  Chancellor  pronounced  slowly  and  distinctly  the  words  of  the  oath. 
The  Bible  was  raised,  and  as  the  President  bowed  to  kiss  the  sacred 
volume,  he  said  audibly,  •'  I  swear,"  adding  with  fervor,  his  eyes  closed, 
that  his  whole  soul  migh^  be  absorbed  in  the  supplication,  "  so  help  me 


Washington  taking  the  Oath. 

"  It  is  done,  "  said  the  Chancellor  ;  then,  turning  to  the  multitude,  he 
waved  his  hand,  crying  in  a  loud  voice,  — 

"  Long  live  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States  ! " 

Silence  was  at  an  end.  A  flag  was  instantly  displayed  on  the  cupola 
of  Federal  Hall,  and  all  the  bells  in  the  city  rang  one  triumphant  peal. 
Shouts  and  acclamations  burst  from  the  waiting  thousands,  and  repeated 
again  and  again,  echoed  and  re-echoed,  and  were  answered  by  cannon 
from  eveiy  direction  upon  both  land  and  water,  until  it  seemed  as  if  the 
city  would  be  jarred  from  its  very  foundations. 

And  even  now,  at  the  end  of  nearly  a  century,  who  among  us  can  be 
brought  into  a  close  review  of  the  sublime  incidents  of  this  creative  epocli 
in  the  history  of  nations  without  a  draught  from  the  same  ecstatic  foun- 
tain of  emotion.     With  the  act  which  completed  the  organization  of  the 
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government  of  the  Union — the  impressive  oath,  solemnly  administered 
and  reverently  uttered  —  the  life-current  leaped  into  a  perpetual  flow,  and 
our  national  greatness  was  secured. 

Washington  bowed  to  the  assemblage,  and  returned  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  where,  after  the  members  of  Congress  and  other  dignitaries  had 
taken  their  seats,  he  arose  and  delivered  a  short  inaugural  address.  He 
then  proceeded  to  St.  Paul's  Chapel  in  Broadway,  attended  by  Vice- 
President  Adams,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Secretary  Jay,  Secretary  Knox, 
Commissioners  Osgood  and  Walter  Livingston,  the  members  of  Congress, 
and  many  other  distinguished  characters,  where  prayers  were  read  by 
Bishop  Provost,  who  had  been  chosen  one  of  the  chaplains  of  Congress. 
These  services  concluded,  the  President  was  escorted  to  his  own  resi- 
dence. 

In  the  evening  the  city  was  illuminated  with  unparalleled  splendor. 
Every  public  building  was  in  a  blaze  of  light.  The  front  of  the  little 
theatre  in  John  Street  was  filled  with  transparencies,  one  of  which 
represented  Fame  like  an  angel  descending  from  heaven  to  crown  Wash- 
ington with  the  emblems  of  immortality.  At  the  Bowling  Green  was 
an  enormous  transparency,  with  Washington's  portrait  in  the  centre 
under  a  figure  of  Fortitude,  and  the  two  branches  of  the  new  government 
upon  his  right  and  left  under  the  forms  of  Justice  and  Wisdom.  All  the 
private  residences  of  the  city  were  brilliantly  lighted,  but  none  more 
effectively  than  those  of  the  French  and  Spanish  ministers,  who  seemed 
to  have  exercised  a  generous  rivalry  in  their  preparations.  They  both 
lived  on  Broadway,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bowling  Green.  The  doors 
and  windows  of  De  Moustier's  mansion  were  bordered  with  lamps,  which 
shone  upon  numerous  paintings  suggestive  of  the  past,  the  present,  and 
the  future  of  American  history,  from  the  pencil  of  Madame  de  Brehan, 
the  sister  of  the  Minister.  Don  Gardoqui's  decorations  were  even  more 
elaborate ;  the  principal  transparency  in  front  of  his  residence  contained 
figures  of  the.  Graces  artistically  executed  amid  a  pleasing  variety  of 
emblems ;  and  in  the  windows  were  moving  pictures  so  skillfully  devised 
as  to  present  the  illusion  of  a  living  panorama  in  a  little  spot  of  fairy- 
land. One  of  the  vessels  at  anchor  off  the  Battery  resembled  a  pyramid 
of  stars.  The  display  of  fireworks,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Bau- 
man,  was  the  finest  New  York  had  ever  seen.  Washington  drove  to  the 
residence  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  on  Broadway,  from  whose  windows  he 
obtained  a  full  view  of  the  imposing  spectacle. 

The  days  immediately  following  were  chiefly  occupied  by  the  President 
in  acquainting  himself  with  the  details  of  domestic  and  foreign  affairs. 
In  his  desire  to  master  the  whole  subject  of  our  relations  with  other 
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nations,  he  applied  himself  with  energy  to  the  task  of  reading  all  the 
correspondence  that  liad  accumulated  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  since 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  also  produced  with  his  own  hand  abstracts  of 
the  reports  which  were  made  by  the  Secretaries  Jay  and  Knox,  and  the 
Treasury  commissioners,  that  he  might  better  impress  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  different  departments  upon  his  memory.  He  employed 
Samuel  Fraunces,  proprietor  of  the  famous  Fraunces'  Tavern,  steward  of 
his  household.  David  Humphreys,  the  soldier,  diplomatist,  and  poet, 
rendered  essential  service  in  the  matter  of  admitting  callers,  instinctively 
understanding  who  were  best  entitled  to  an  audience,  and  in  what  manner 
to  dismiss  others  without  giving  offense.  But  the  door  was  besieged 
from  morning  till  night,  and  it  was  evident  that  some  system  must  be 
established  for  the  reception  of  visitors,  in  order  that  the  President  might 
have  time  for  the  performance  of  public  duties.  It  was  an  affair  of  great 
delicacy.  Popular  theories  must  not  be  rudely  jarred.  Ptepublicanism 
was  a  novelty,  and  it  was  fondly  expected  that  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  people  would  be  accessible  to  every  citizen.  Washington  was  in 
favor  of  receiving  every  visitor  on  proper  occasions  and  for  reasonable 
purposes.  But  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing the  dignity  of  his  office  with  forms  that  would  command  deference 
and  respect ;  and  he  hoped  to  draw  a  well-balanced  line  between  too  much 
ceremony  on  the  one  hand  and  an  excess  of  familiarity  on  the  other. 

He  took  counsel  of  the  renowned  group  of  statesmen  by  whom  he  was 
surrounded  and  sustained.  Opinions  upon  this  subject,  as  upon  all  others, 
were  at  variance.  Vice-President  Adams,  like  Lord  Bellomont  nearly  a 
hundred  years  before,  had  seen  power  so  constantly  associated  with  pomp 
in  foreign  lands,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  substance 
would  exist  unless  "  human  minds  collected  into  nations  "  were  dazzled 
by  the  trappings.  He  talked  of  chamberlains  and  masters  of  ceremony. 
Secretary  Jay  better  understood  the  American  disposition,  and  calmly 
advocated  an  orderly  uniform  system  which  should  not  overstep  the  limits 
of  republican  simplicity.  Hamilton  was  in  favor  of  maintaining  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  but  pertinently  suggested  caution,  lest  too  high  a 
tone  shock  the  prevalent  notions  of  equality.  A  line  of  conduct  which,  it 
was  hoped,  would  combine  public  advantage  with  private  convenience  was 
finally  adopted.  The  President  appointed  Tuesday  afternoon,  from  three 
o'clock  until  four,  for  the  reception  of  visits  of  courtesy.  No  invitations 
were  extended,  but  he  was  prepared  to  see  whoever  came.  Visitors  were 
shown  into  the  room  by  a  servant,  and  retired  at  their  option  without 
ceremony.  "  At  their  first  entrance  they  salute  me,  and  I  them,  and  as 
many  as  I   can,  I  talk  to,"  wrote  Washington.     "Gentlemen,  often  in 


340  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 

great  numbers,  come  and  go  ;  chat  with  each  other,  and  act  as  they  please. 
What  '  pomp  '  there  is  in  all  this  I  am  unable  to  discover."  Foreign  am- 
bassadors and  official  characters  were  received  on  other  days  of  the  week. 
And  the  President  was  always  accessible  to  persons  who  wished  to  see  him 
on  business.  On  Sundays  the  President  attended  St.  Paul's  Chapel  in  the 
morning  and  spent  the  afternoon  and  evening  at  home,  never  receiving 
company,  however,  unless  some  intimate  or  family  friend. 

The  Constitution  left  all  the  details  of  administration  to  the  action  of 
Congress,  which  moved  slowly  in  the  matter  of  establishing  the  three 
departments  of  State,  the  Treasury,  and  that  of  War  —  to  which  last  was 
added  whatever  might  appertain  to  the  naval  concerns  of  the  United 
States.  Troublesome  questions  arose  and  were  argued  with  spirit.  The 
President,  for  instance,  was  empowered  to  appoint  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, but  the  Constitution  was  silent  as  to  where  the  power  of  removal 
was  lodged.  Equally  eminent  men  stood  opposed  in  the  discussion.  It 
was  decided  in  favor  of  the  President.  But  that  it  should  not  be  deemed 
a  grant  of  power  by  Congress,  the  bill  was  so  worded  as  to  imply  a  con- 
stitutional power  already  existing  in  the  President,  thus,  "  Whenever  the 
Seretary  shall  be  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  etc. ; 
and  it  is  still  a  matter  open  to  dispute  whether  our  First  Congress  de- 
cided wisely  and  well. 

At  the  President's  request  John  Jay  officiated  as  Secretary  of  State 
until  the  following  spring.  In  forming  his  cabinet,  Washington  asked 
Jay's  acceptance  of  any  place  he  might  prefer.  But  with  the  organiza- 
tion of  tlie  National  Judiciary  it  seemed  eminently  fitting  that  Jay  should 
become  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  He  had  been  the  first 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  that  most  critical  of  all  periods, 
when  the  armies  of  his  late  sovereign  were  spreading  terror  and  desola- 
tion around  him.  His  habits  of  mind,  calm  serenity,  and  great  legal 
acumen  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  branch  of  the  government  termed 
by  Washington  "  the  keystone  of  our  political  fabric,"  through  which 
'the  laws  of  the  land  were  to  be  faithfully  and  firmly  administered; 
and  Jay  was  disposed  to  exert  his  talents  for  the  common  good.  Thus  he 
received  the  appointment,  in  September,  although  the  Supreme  Court  was 
not  fully  organized  until  the  following  April ;  and  he  will  ever  remain  to 
the  nation  and  the  world  an  example  of  personal  and  judicial  purity. 
The  words  of  one  of  the  great  masters  of  our  language  have  passed  into 
history  —  "When  the  ermine  of  the  judicial  robe  fell  on  John  Jay  it 
touched  nothing  less  spotless  than  itself." 

Oliver  Ellsworth  was  chairman  of  the  committee  who  prepared  the  bill 
establishing  the  Supreme  Court,  and  circuit  and  district  courts,  an  organi- 
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zation  which  has  remained  substantially  the  same  to  the  present  time. 
It  was  to  hold  two  sessions  annually  at  the  seat  of  government.  Five 
associate  justices  were  appointed  —  William  Gushing,  the  first  chief 
justice  of  Massachusetts  as  a  State ;  James  Wilson,  one  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution ;  Robert  H.  Harrison,  chief  justice  of 
Maryland ;  John  Blair,  of  Virginia,  also  one  of  the  famous  Convention ; 
and  John  Eutledge,  the  brave-spirited  South  Carolina  statesman  whom 
Patrick  Henry  pronounced  the  greatest  orator  in  the  First  Continental 
Congress.  Harrison  declined,  and  James  Iredell  of  North  Carolina,  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.  These  gentlemen  procured  homes  and  brought 
their  families  to  reside  at  the  capital. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  who  had  obtained  permission  to  return  from  France, 
was  made  Secretary  of  State.  Hamilton  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  Knox  was  continued  in  the  War  office.  Governor 
Edmund  Eandolpli,  of  Virginia,  was  chosen  Attorney-General.  And 
Samuel  Osgood,  of  New  York,  received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster- 
General. 

The  President  dined  with  Chancellor  Livingston,  with  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  Jay,  with  Governor  Clinton,  and  with  Hamilton  at  his  pleasant 
home  in  Wall  Street,  during  the  week  following  the  inauguration.  On  ^ 
^'^the  7th  of  May  a  public  ball  was  given  in  his  honor.  A  writer  of 
the  day  says,  "  The  collection  of  ladies  was  numerous  and  brilliant, 
and  dressed  with  consummate  taste  and  elegance."  Mrs.  Washington  had  • 
not  yet  reached  the  city,  but  ]\Irs.  Jay  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  were  among 
those  present ;  also  Lady  Stirling  and  her  two  daughters.  Lady  Mary 
AVatts  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer ;  Mrs.  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Lord 
Stirling's  sister ;  Mrs.  Clinton,  Mrs.  Mayor  Duane,  Mrs.  James  Beekman, 
Lady  Temple,  Lady  Christina  Griffin,  Mrs.  Chancellor  Livingston,  Mrs. 
Richard  Montgomery,  Mrs.  John  Langdon,  Mrs.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Mrs. 
Livingston  of  Clermont,  the  Misses  Livingston,  Mrs.  William  S.  Smith, 
daughter  of  the  Vice-President,  the  beautiful  bride  of  James  Homer 
Maxwell,  who  as  Miss  Van  Zandt  had  repeatedly  danced  with  Washington 
while  the  army  was  at  Morristown,  Mrs.  Edgar,  Mrs.  McComb,  Mrs.  Dal- 
ton,  the  Misses  Bayard,  Madame  de  Brehan,  Madame  de  la  Forest,  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  Provost.  The  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Secretaries  of  State 
and  War,  the  majority  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the 
governor  of  New  York,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  Chancellor,  the  French 
and  Spanish  Ministers,  Baron  Steuben,  Colonel  Duer,  and  a  great  many 
other  distinguished  guests  rendered  the  occasion  memorable.  The  com- 
pany numbered  over  three  himdred.  Washington  was  the  star  of  the 
evening.     He  danced  in  two  cotillions.     His  partners  were  Mrs.  Peter 
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Van  Brugh  Livingston  and  Mrs.  Hamilton.     He  also  danced  a  minuet 
with  Mrs.  Maxwell. 

On  the  following  Thursday  evening  De  Moustier  gave  a  magnificent  ball 
in  honor  of  the  President  at  his  residence  in  Broadway.     Madame 

Mav  14 

■  de  Brehan  was  heard  to  declare  that  she  "  had  exhausted  every 
resource  to  produce  an  entertainment  worthy  of  France."  Two  sets  of 
cotillion  dancers  in  complete  military  costume,  one  in  that  of  France  and 
the  other  in  the  buff'  and  blue  of  America,  represented  our  alliance  with 
that  country.  Four  of  the  ladies  wore  blue  ribbons  round  their  heads 
with  American  flowers,  and  four  were  adorned  with  red  ribbons  and  the 
flowers  of  France.  Even  the  style  of  the  dance  was  uniquely  arranged 
to  show  the  happy  union  between  the  two  nations.  One  large  apartment 
was  devoted  to  refreshments,  in  which  the  whole  wall  was  covered  with 
shelves  and  filled  with  fruits,  ices,  and  wines,  supplied  to  the  guests  by 
servants  standing  behind  a  table  in  the  center  of  the  room. 

Mrs.  Washington  left  Mount  Vernon  in  her  private  carriage  on  the 
19th  to  join  her  husband  in  New  York  ;  she  was  accompanied  by 

^^  ■  her  grandchildren,  Eleanor  Curtis  and  George  Washington  Parke 
Curtis,  and  attended  by  a  small  escort  on  horseback.  /  All  the  large  towns 
and  cities  on  her  route  sent  cavalcades  of  dragoons  and  citizens  out  to 
meet  her,  processions  defiled  on  either  side  of  the  highway  for  her  carriage 
to  pass,  cheers  and  acclamations  everywhere  greeted  her  approach,  and 
the  old  and  the  young,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  wise  and  the  simple^ 
were  alike  eager  to  do  her  homage.  When  within  seven  miles  of  Phila- 
delphia she  was  met  by  a  brilliant  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  in 
carriages,  and  conducted  into  the  Quaker  City  with  distinguished  cere- 
mony, where  she  was  the  guest  of  Mrs.  Piobert  Morris.  She  left  for  New 
York  on  the  Monday  following,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Morris.  It  rained 
violently  in  the  afternoon,  and  they  spent  the  night  at  Trenton.  The 
weather  was  charming  on  Tuesday,  and  they  journeyed  as  far  as  "  Liberty 
Hall "  in  Elizabeth,  the  home  of  Governor  Livingston,  where  they  were 
to  be  entertained.  The  mansion  was  charmingly  decorated  with  May- 
flowers, and  the  surrounding  trees  upon  every  side  were  filled  with  beau- 
tiful banners.  Mrs.  Jay  was  present  to  aid  her  father  and  mother  in 
extending  graceful  hospitalities  to  the  wife  of  the  President.  The  guest- 
chamber  set  apart  for  Mrs.  Washington  was  the  one  over  the  Governor's 
Library.  Mrs.  Eobert  Morris  occupied  the  apartment  over  the  great 
entrance  hall  in  the  center  of  the  front  of  the  dwelling. 

The  President  entered  his  elegant  barge  at  five  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  accompanied  by  John  Jay,  Eobert  Morris,  and  other  distinguished 
characters,    crossed    the    Bay  and    reached  "Liberty   Hall"   in   time   to 
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breakfast  with  Mrs.  Washington.  When  the  Presidential  party  retiu-ned 
to  the  city,  conducting  Mrs.  Washington  and  her  retinue,  New  York  Bay 
presented  a  similar  scene  to  that  witnessed  on  the  day  of  Washington's 
reception.  As  the  unique  craft,  with  thirteen  pilots  in  white  costume, 
approached  the  landing,  bearing  its  precious  burden,  salutes  were  fired  from 
all  the  war  vessels  at  anchor,  and  from  the  Battery,  while  deli"-hted 
throngs  of  people  surged  through  the  streets,  filling  the  air  with  shouts  of 
welcome. 

Mrs.  Governor  Clinton,  Mrs.  Chancellor  Livingston,  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
Lady  Stirling,  Lady  Mary  Watts,  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer  were  chief  among 
the  group  of  ladies  who  received  Mrs.  Washington.  Mrs.  Beekman,  Mrs. 
Provost,  Mrs.  Livingston  of  Clermont,  the  Misses  Livingston,  the  Misses 
Bayard,  Mrs.  Edgar,  and  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  foreign  ministers 
and  members  of  Congress,  with  many  others,  paid  their  respects  early  on 
Thursday  morning.  On  Thursday  evening  the  following  gentlemen  dined 
informally  at  the  President's  table:  Vice-President  Adams,  Governor 
Clinton,  John  Jay,  the  French  Minister  De  Moustier,  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister Gardoqui,  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Speaker  Muhlenberg,  and 
Senators  John  Langdon,  Ralph  Izard,  William  Few,  and  Paine  Wingate. 
The  latter  has  left  a  description  of  this  dinner.  He  says,  no  clergyman 
being  present,  Washington  himself  said  grace,  on  taking  his  seat.  He 
dined  on  a  boiled  leg  of  mutton,  as  it  was  his  custom  to  eat  of  only  one 
dish.  After  the  dessert  a  single  glass  of  wine  was  offered  to  each  of  the 
guests,  when  the  President  rose,  the  guests  following  his  example,  and 
repaired  to  the  drawing-room,  each  departing  at  his  option,  without 
ceremony. 

On  Friday  evening  Mrs.  Washington  held  her  first  reception,  or  levee, 
as  it  was  styled,  which  was  attended  by  all  that  was  distinguished 
in  official  and  fashionable  society.  Henceforward  she  received  ^^ 
every  Friday  evening  from  eight  until  ten  o'clock.  These  levees  were 
arranged  on  the  plan  of  the  English  and  French  drawing-rooms,  visitors, 
entitled  to  the  privilege  by  official  station,  social  position,  or  established 
merit  and  character,  came  without  special  invitation ;  and  full  dress  was 
required  of  all.     The  President  was  usually  present. 

It  was  not  long  ere  Mrs.  Washington  was  pronounced  an  "  aristocrat," 
and  her  rigid  exclusion  of  the  ill-bred  and  unrefined  from  her  levees  was 
caustically  criticised  as  "  queenly"  and  "  court-like."  The  dignity  and  for- 
mality of  both  the  President  and  his  wife  rebuked  all  attempts  at  famil- 
iarity ;  thus  without  ostentation  social  intercourse  assumed  a  high  tone, 
and  democratic  rudeness  not  having  yet  gained  the  ascendency,  cultured 
•elegance,  grace,  and  good  manners  prevailed. 
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While  the  bill  was  pending  in  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  the 
heads  of  departments,  and  vigorous  debates  over  a  contemplated  revenue 
system  were  occupying  attention,  the  question  of  salaries  to  be  paid  the 
President,  Vice-President,  and  other  officials  of  the  government  came 
before  the  House.  Washington  had  at  his  inauguration  signified  his 
wish  to  serve  the  country,  as  hitherto,  without  salary.  But  it  was  in- 
expedient to  establish  the  precedent,  as  succeeding  Presidents  might  not 
find  it  possible  to  incur  a  similar  loss  of  time  and  money ;  and,  moreover. 
Congress  was  required  by  the  Constitution  to  provide  compensation.  It 
was,  after  many  days,  decided  to  fix  upon  a  liberal  sum,  but  to  leave  the 
style  in  which  the  President  should  live  —  it  not  being  esteemed  a  legiti- 
mate subject  for  legislation  —  to  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  Wash- 
ington himself:  The  pay  of  the  Vice-President,  and  the  Senators  and 
Representatives,  furnished  food  for  lengthy  and  animated  discussions. 
Some  were'  for  giving  the  Vice-President  a  daily,  instead  of  a  yearly 
allowance,  and  others  thought  the  Senators  deserved  more  tlian  the  Repre- 
sentatives because  "they  were  the  puritied  choice  of  the  people."  The 
various  propositions  for  amending  the  Constitution  were  next  in  order. 
Virginia  suggested  twenty  alterations  in  the  organic  instrument,  Massa- 
chusetts nine,  South  Carolina  four,  Pennsylvania  twelve,  New  Hampshire 
twelve.  North  Carolina  twenty-six,  and  New  York  thirty-two.  After 
mature  deliberation  seventeen  amendments  were  adopted  by  two  thirds 
of  the  House.  The  Senate  reduced  the  number  to  twelve  by  omitting 
some,  and  merging  the  principles  of  two  or  more  into  one.  When  these 
twelve  were  transmitted  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  for  ratification, 
ten  only  were  accepted. 

The  first  Congress  was  justly  famous  for  its  men  of  parliamentary 
talent  and  social  accomplishment.  The  leading  antagonists  in  the  House 
were  James  Madison  and  Fisher  Ames,  particularly  in  debating  the 
revenue  system  and  the  policy  of  assunting  State  debts  incurred  during 
the  Revolution.  Both  were  orators,  able  and  impressive,  but  in  different 
ways.  Madison  was  the  better  logician,  Ames  possessed  the  greater  im- 
agination. Madison  was  profoundly  versed  in  domestic  concerns,  finan- 
cial and  political  economy.  Ames  reasoned  from  principles  of  general 
policy  and  constitutional  and  international  jurisprudence.  Madison's 
eloquence  in  depth  and  smoothness  might  be  compared  to  the  ocean  in 
repose,  that  of  Ames  flowed  like  the  current  of  some  clear,  beautiful  river. 
Madison  was  the  older  by  six  well-rounded  years.  Ames  was  thirty-two. 
William  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  one  of  the  best  debaters  and  most 
accomplished  gentlemen  that  ever  appeared  in  Congress  from  that  State,, 
sustained  Ames  with  brilliant  oratory;  he  resided  in  Broadway,  next 
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door  to  the  Spanish  Minister.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Elbridge  Gerry,  and 
George  Thacher,  from  Massachusetts,  were  all  men  of  mark.  Gerry  was 
decidedly  anti-Federal ;  but,  unwilling  to  forfeit  the  good-will  and  friend- 
ship of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  associated  during  the  Eevolution, 
he  claimed  to  be  neutral  and  impartial  between  the  two  parties.  This 
course  was  denounced  by  Thacher,  who  was  a  celebrated  wit,  and,  under- 
standing the  sensitive  temperament  of  his  colleague,  made  him  the  per- 
petual victim  of  daring  humor  and  biting  sarcasm.  Connecticut  was 
represented  by  Eoger  Sherman,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Benjamin  Hunting- 
ton, Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Jonathan  Sturges.  Trumbull  was  the 
son  of  the  great  war-governor  of  the  same  name,  and  had  himself  been 
secretary  and  aide  to  Washington,  and  a  member  of  the  chieftain's 
military  family  from  1780  to  1783.  Hugh  Williamson  was  the  most 
conspicuous  member  from  North  Carolina.  It  was  during  this  year 
that  his  marriage  with  Miss  Apthorpe  of  New  York  was  solemnized. 
Elias  Boudinot,  the  philanthropist,  was  one  of  the  leading  New  Jersey 
representatives.  Speaker  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg  and  General 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  from  Pennsylvania,  took  up  their  abode  in  the  family 
of  Eev.  Dr.  Kunze,  the  Lutheran  scholar  and  divine.  George  Clymer 
and  Henry  Wynkoop  were  also  among  the  Pennsylvania  members. 
From  New  Hampshire,  Nicholas  Gilman,  treasurer  of  the  State,  Samuel 
Livermore,  and  the  clerical  statesman,  Abiel  Foster,  were  prominent  in 
the  complicated  business  before  the  House. 

Egbert  Benson,  who  had  participated  largely  in  the  various  measures 
resulting  in  the  establishment  of  a  general  government,  was  one  of  the 
leading  New  York  members.^  He  was  a  pleasing  speaker,  and  his  per- 
sonal popularity  added  weight  to  his  arguments.     His  colleagues  were 

^  Egbert  Benson  was  one  of  the  five  coi.imissioners  appointed  by  New  York  to  attend  the 
Annapolis  Convention  in- 1786,  and  the  only  one  who  accompanied  Hamilton,  and  aided 
materially  in  securing  the  call  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787—  not  only  in  the 
incipient  movement,  but  afterwards  in  Congress  as  a  member  from  New  York.  He  also  sup- 
ported the  resolutions  of  Congress  at  a  later  date  to  transmit  the  Constitution  to  the  action 
of  the  States  ;  and  in  January,  1788,  as  a  member  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  he  introduced 
into  that  house  the  resolution  to  call  a  State  convention  to  act  upon  the  Constitution,  which 
singularly  enough  was  opposed  by  twenty -five  out  of  fifty-two  votes.  He  was  one  of  the 
Congressional  committee  to  receive  Washington  on  his  triumphal  approach  from  Virginia  ; 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  from  the  House  to  report  on  the  "styles  and  titles  of  the 
presidential  office."  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  joint  Congressional  committee  to  arrange 
for  the  inauguration  of  Washington  ;  and  was  associated  with  Madison,  Clymer,  Sherman,  and 
others,  in  preparing  the  response  to  Washington's  inaugural  address.  He  was  twelve  years  in 
Congress,  and  from  1794  to  1801  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  He  received  many 
literary  honors  ;  and  he  was  the  first  president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  At  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  general  government  he  was  forty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
bachelor,  and  resided  with  his  brother,  Robert  Benson,  corner  of  Nassau  and  Pine  Streets. 


346  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 

John  Lawrence,  a  man  of  fine  address  and  marked  influence,  William 
Floyd,  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Peter  Sylvester, 
John  Hathorn,  and  Jeremiah  Van  Eensselaer,  afterwards  lieutenant- 
governor  of  New  York. 

The  New  York  senators  were  Philip  Schuyler  and  Ptufus  King ;  from 
Massachusetts  came  Caleb  Strong  and  Tristam  Dalton  ;  from  Connecticut, 
Oliver  Ellsworth  and  William  Samuel  Johnson  ;  from  New  Hampshire 
John  Langdon  and  Paine  Wingate ;  from  New  Jersey,  William  Patterson 
and  Jonathan  Elmer;  from  Pennsylvania,  Piobert  Morris  and  William 
Maclay ;  from  Delaware,  George  Ptead  and  Richard  Bassett ;  from  Mary- 
land, Charles  Carroll  and  John  Henry ;  from  Virginia,  Richard  Henry 
Lee  and  William  Grayson  ;  from  South  Carolina,  Ralph  Izard  and  Pierce 
Butler ;  from  Georgia,  William  Few  and  James  Gunn ;  and  from  North 
Carolina,  after  the  first  session,  Benjamin  Hawkins  and  Samuel  Johnston. 

A    violent   illness   confined   the  President  to  his  house  through  the 

greater  part  of  June  and  July.     The  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of 

Independence  was  celebrated   in    the  city  with  exceptional  en- 

^  ^  '  thusiasm.  The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  waited  upon  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  morning  with  a  complimentary  address,  to  which  he  responded 
in  a  few  brief  sentences.  He  was  too  feeble  otherwise  to  do  more  than 
appear  for  a  moment  in  the  door  of  his  mansion  while  the  military  com- 
panies of  the  city  were  passing,  clad  in  the  uniform  worn  during  the 
Revolution.  The  Cincinnati,  led  by  Baron  Steuben,  marched  in  procession 
to  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  where  a  great  concourse  of  distinguished  citizens 
and  strangers  were  assembled  to  hear  Alexander  Hamilton  deliver  an 
oration  on  the  life  and  public  services  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene. 

It  was  a  glowing  tribute.  "Did  I  possess  the  powers  of  oratory,  I 
should  with  reluctance  attempt  to  employ  them  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion," said  Hamilton,  with  impressive  earnestness.  "  The  native  brilliancy 
of  the  diamond  needs  not  the  polish  of  art ;  the  conspicuous  features  of 
pre-eminent  merit  need  not  the  coloring  pencil  of  imagination  nor  the 
florid  decorations  of  rhetoric.  The  name  of  Greene  will  at  once  awaken 
in  your  minds  the  images  of  whatever  is  noble  and  estimable  in  human 
nature.  In  forming  our  estimate  of  his  character  we  are  not  left  to  sup- 
position and  conjecture.  We  have  a  succession  of  deeds  as  glorious  as 
they  are  unequivocal,  to  attest  his  greatness  and  perpetuate  the  honors 
of  his  name." 

The  President  regretted  being  too  ill  to  leave  his  house  on  this  occa- 
sion. But  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Jay,  Mrs.  Hamilton,  and  Mrs.  Adams 
graced  St.  Paul's  with  their  presence ;  also  many  other  ladies.  The 
assemblage  was  pronounced  the  most  brilliant  ever  seen  in  New  York. 
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The  mother  of  Washington  died  in  August,  at  Fredericksburg,  aged 
eighty-two,  which  affected  him  deeply.  Prior  to  the  close  of  the 
first  session  of  the  first  Congress  in  September,  a  joint  committee  ^^' 
from  the  two  houses  requested  him  "  to  recommend  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  signal  blessings  which  had  afforded  the  opportunity  of 
peacefully  establishing  a  constitution  of  government."  He  accordingly 
appointed  the  2fith  of  November. 

After  the  adjournment  of  Congress  New  York  was  for  a  few  weeks 
comparatively  quiet.  Washington  exercised  daily  on  horseback,  walked 
about  the  city  at  his  pleasure,  and  drove  every  pleasant  morning  with 
Mrs.  Washington  and  others,  sometimes  in  the  post-chaise  and  sometimes 
in  the  coach.  His  horses  were  numerous,  and  the  finest  the  country 
produced.  He  drove  four  and  not  infrequently  six  before  his  carriage, 
with  outriders  in  livery,  the  stylish  establishment  preceded  usually  by  his 
two  secretaries  on  horseback.  He  gave  frequent  dinners ;  on  Thursday, 
October    1,   the   guests   at   his   table    were    Postmaster  -  General 

°  Oct.  1. 

Osgood  and  Mrs.  Osgood,  Colonel  William  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer, 
James  Madison,  George  Read,  Colonel  Bland,  Mrs.  Greene  —  the  widow 
of  General  Nathaniel  Greene  —  Lady  Christiana  Griffin  and  daughter, 
Miss  Brown,  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  and  Mayor  James  Duane.  Mrs. 
Washington  received  visitors  as  usual  on  the  Friday  following.  On 
Saturday  the  President  sat  two  liours  to  Madame  de  Brehan,  who  was 
painting  his  miniature  profile  —  subsequently  engraved  in  Paris. 

Washington  records  a  conversation  between  himself  and  Hamilton  on 
Monday  the   5th,  concerning  a  tour  throuoh  the  New  Enoland 

Oct  5 

States ;  and  on  Wednesday  a  similar  conversation  with  Jay,  who 
signified  hearty  approval  of  the  plan.  The  President  also  consulted  both 
Hamilton  and  Jay  the  same  afternoon  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  informal  means  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  British  Court 
concerning  the  American  posts  still  in  their  possession,  and  a  commer- 
cial treaty.  Hamilton  thought  Gouveruein^  Morris  a  fit  person  for  the 
business.  The  next  day  Washington  consulted  Madison  on  both  subjects, 
who  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  New  England  trip,  but  was  dubious  about 
the  private  agency  to  England.  He  thought  if  the  necessity  did  not 
press,  it  would  be  better  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Jefferson.  He  feared  that 
employing  Morris  would  be  a  commitment  for  his  employment  as  Minister, 
should  one  be  sent  to  England,  or  wanted  at  Versailles  in  place  of  Jeffer- 
son. His  opinions  coincided  witli  those  of  Hamilton  and  Jay  in  regard 
to  the  superior  talents  of  Morris — Ijut  lie  thought  with  Jay  that  jNIorris's 
imagination  sometimes  outran  his  judgment.     He  said  I'urther  "that  the 
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manners  of  Morris  before  he  was  well  known  created  unfavorable  opinions, 
which  he  did  not  merit." 

Madison  took  his  leave ;  and  an  hour  later  Gardoqui,  the  Spanish 
Minister,  called  to  say  his  adieus  prior  to  embarking  for  Spain.  That 
day  at  the  President's  dinner-table  were  the  entire  family  of  the  Vice- 
President,  including  himself,  wife,  son,  son-in-law,  daughter,  and  niece  \. 
also  Governor  George  Clinton  and  two  daughters,  Tristam  Dalton  and 
Mrs.  Dalton,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dubois.  In  the  evening  De  IVIoustier 
and  Madame  de  Krehan  came  in  for  an  hour.  De  Moustier  told  Wash- 
ington that  he  had  received  permission  to  return  to  his  court. 

On  the  10th  Washington,  accompanied  by  Vice-President  Adams, 
Governor  Clinton,  Ralph  Izard,  and  Colonel  Smith,  the  son-in-law  of  the 
Vice-President,  visited ,  Flushing  to  examine  some  fruit  orchards  and 
gardens,  and  on  their  return  stopped  at  the  country-seats  of  the  General 
and  Gouverneur  Morris,  in  Morrisania,  to  view  a  barn  which  the  latter 
had  often  described  to  the  President  as  something  novel,  costly,  and  con- 
venient. As  they  were  returning  leisurely  through  the  little  village  of 
Harlem,  they  met  Mrs.  Washington  in  her  carriage,  with  Mrs.  Adams  and 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Smith.  They  all  alighted,  and  dined  at  a  small  ta^'ern 
kept  by  Captain  Marriner,  who  had  been  actively  concernetl  in  whale- 
boat  warfare  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  during  the  Revolution.  Four 
days  later  the  President  wrote  letters  to  France,  and  while  with  ]\Irs. 
Washington  on  an  informal  visit  to  De  Moustier  and  his  sister,  who  were 
about  to  sail,  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister.  Washington  also 
prepared  letters  the  same  day  for  GouA-erneur  JNIorris,  requesting  him  as- 
a  private  agent  to  sound  the  British  ]\Iinistry. 

The  next  day  was  Thursday.  The  President's  proposed  journey  through- 
New  England  having  been  generally  esteemed  advisable,  he  left 
the  city  in  his  own  chariot,  drawn  by  four  Virginia  bays,  attended 
by  his  two  secretaries,  Tobias  Lear  and  Major  Jackson,  on  horseback  in 
advance,  and  a  retinue  of  six  servants.  Chief  Justice  Jay,  Secretary  Ham- 
ilton (of  the  Treasury),  and  Secretary  Knox  accompanied  him  some  dis- 
tance beyond  the  Harlem  River. 

Washington  passed  through  Rye,  Norwalk,  Fairfield,  and  Stratford 
to  New  Haven,  where  he  was  welcomed  by  Governor  Sanmel  Hunt- 
ington, Lieutenant-Governor  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city, 
Roger  Sherman.  At  Wallingford  the  President  saw  the  white  mul- 
berry growing  to  feed  the  silk-worm,  and  wrote  of  some  fine  silk 
thread,  and  of  a  sample  of  lustring  which  had  been  manufactured  from 
the  cocoon  in  that  town.  "  This,"  he  said,  "  except  the  weaving,  is  the 
woik  of  private  families,  without  interference  with  other  business,  and  is. 
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likely  to  turn  out  a  beneficial  amusement."  In  company  with  Oliver 
p]lls\vorth  and  others  he  visited  the  i'actories  of  Hartford.  He  took 
special  note  of  all  the  industries  and  occupations  of  the  people  upon  the 
whole  route.  He  was  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  thrift  and  progress ; 
and  his  conclusions  were  that  the  country  was  rapidly  recovering  from 
the  ravages  of  war,  and  that  the  new  government  was  generally  approved. 
He  avoided  Rhode  Island,  as  that  State  had  not  yet  ratified  the  Constitu- 
tion. JSTorth  Carolina  voted  her  own  admission  into  the  Union  the  same 
day  that  he  returned  to  New  York ;  lihode  Island  yielded  her  scruples 
on  the  29th  of  May  following.  His  journey  was  a  continuous  triumphal 
march,  unparalleled  in  history  for  its  exhibition  of  love,  gratitude,  and 
reverence.  Civil  authorities,  religious  societies,  literary  institutions,  and 
other  bodies  exhausted  the  vocabulary  of  praise  in  flattering  addresses, 
and  crowds  sometimes  followed  him  for  miles. 

During  the  absence  of  the  President  and  of  Congress,  New  York  pre- 
})ared  for  a  gay  winter.  All  the  tradespeople  were  employed ;  house- 
renovating,  house-building,  horse-furnishing,  house-adorning,  and  the 
production  of  personal  outfits  of  exceptional  costliness  kept  the  wheels 
of  industry  rolling.  It  was  necessary  to  provide  for  a  larger  population 
than  at  any  previous  period.  The  markets  were  enlarged  and  taverns  and 
boarding-houses  multiplied.  Among  other  public  improvements  it  was 
proposed  to  extend  the  sidewalks  from  Vesey  Street  to  Murray  Street 
upon  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  and  although  not  completed  until  the 
next  year,  a  similar  foot-pavement  —  quite  narrow  —  was  laid  along  the 
Ih'idewell  fence  on  the  east  side.  Reade  and  Duane  Streets  were  not 
opened  until  1794  ;  and  the  year  1797  came  before  an  attempt  was  made 
to  grade  the  hills  on  the  Broadway  road  between  ]\Iurray  and  Canal 
Streets,  the  highest  point  of  which  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Anthony 
Street. 

The  "  Fresh  Water  Pond "  still  sparkled  in  the  sunshine,  a  smooth, 
clear,  beautiful,  miniature  inland  sea,  the  locality  of  which  may  be  signi- 
ficantly traced  upon  the  map  of  Manhattan  Island,  on  a  former  page.  But 
it  was  too  far  out  of  town  to  be  much  noticed.  At  a  club  dinner  in 
December  some  imaginative  individual  w>rs  very  much  ridiculed  for 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  purchasing  it,  with  the  lands  surrounding,  for 
park  purposes,  and  with  a  view  to  the  future  ornamentation  of  the  pro- 
spective metropolis.  Capitalists  had  no  faith  in  any  wild,  visionary 
scheme  of  that  character.  New  York  would  never  in  their  judgment 
reach  such  a  remote  point  of  the  compass.  One  of  the  springs  which 
supplied  the  fabulously  reported  unfathomable  depths  of  this  remarkable 
lake  bubbled  forth  near  the  present  junction  of  Chatham  and  Roo.sevelt 
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Streets,  where  was  erected  the  famous  "  Tea  Water  Pump  "  which  sup- 
plied the  city  with  wholesome  drinking-water ;  the  various  wells  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town  affording  only  a  miserable  and  brackish  substitute 
for  water. 

It  was  confidently  understood  that  the  first  question  to  come  before 
Congress  when  it  should  reassemble  in  the  winter  would  be  the  location 
of  the  permanent  seat  of  government,  and  the  New  York  heart  throl)bed 
with  feverish  anxiety.  The  heads  of  departments  were  appointed,  as  we 
luive  seen,  and  the  whole  machinery  of  the  great  structure  was  substan- 
tially organized.  Washington  seems  not  to  have  measured  men  by  their 
speculative  views,  or  evinced  a  disposition  to  punish  them  for  difference 
of  political  opinion.  The  offices  in  his  gift  were  generally  bestowed  upon 
those  who  had  been  active  in  establishing  the  Constitution ;  thus,  James 
Duane,  the  mayor,  was  made  judge  of  the  district  of  New  York,  Eichard 
Harrison,  United  States  attorney,  and  Colonel  William  S.  Smith,  marshal. 
Bat  there  were  notable  instances  to  the  contrary,  as  in  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral John  Lamb.  Neither  the  fact  that  this  honest  soldier  had  been 
inde.xibly  opposed  to  the  Constitution,  nor  the  charges  and  complaints 
against  him  provoked  in  the  heats  of  conflicting  interests,  and  through 
a  zeal  too  warm  to  admit  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  an  opponent  or  tlie 
possibility  of  its  own  error,  influenced  Washington's  decision,  who  in 
August  sent  the  name  of  General  Lamb  to  the  Senate,  which  unani- 
mously ratified  his  appointment  as  Collector  of  the  Port. 


Residence  of  General  John  Lamb.  Wall  Sireef. 


PRE  SID  EXT  WASHISGTON.  351 


CHAPTER    IX. 

1790  - 1793. 
REMOVAL    OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

President  Washington.  —  Life  in  New  York.  —  The  John  Street  Theater.  — 
Social  Celebrities.  —  New  Year's  Day.  —  The  Treasury  Department.  —  The 
National  Debt. — Oliver  Wolcott. — The  President  and  his  Secretaries. — 
The  McComb  Mansion  in  Broadway.  —Origin  of  the  Tammany  Society.  — Ham- 
ilton's Financial  Sy.stem.  —  Indian  War  in  Ohio.  —  Indian  Chiefs  in  New  York 
City. — Vermont.  —  Arrival  of  Jefferson.  —  The  City  Treasurer. — Death  of 
Franklin.  —  Chancellor  Livingston.  —  The  Favorite  Drive  of  New  York.  — 
Political  Questions. — The  Permanent  Seat  of  Government. — Aaron  Burr. 
—  New  York  Men  and  Measures.  —  The  Tontine  Association. — New  York 
Election. 

THE  winter  of  1790  opened  auspiciously.  New  York  City  was  in 
promising  health  and  picturesque  attire.  The  weather  until  Feb- 
ruary was  remarkably  mild  and  lovely.  "  I  see  the  President  has  returned 
fragrant  with  the  odor  of  incense," 'wrote  Trumbull  to  Wolcott  in  Decem- 
ber. "  This  tour  has  answered  a  good  political  purpose,  and  in  a  great 
measure  stilled  those  who  were  clamoring  about  the  wages  of  Congress." 
The  community  at  large  was  full  of  pleasing  anticipations.  Peo- 
ple flocked  into  the  metropolis  from  all  quarters,  and  the  presence 
of  so  much  dignity  of  character,  statesmanship,  legal  learning,  culture, 
and  social  elegance  produced  new  sensations,  aspirations,  and  ambitions. 

Washington  was  the  observed  of  all  observers.  His  wonderful  figure, 
which  it  has  pleased  the  present  age  to  clotlie  in  cold  and  mythical  dis- 
guises, was  neither  unreal  nor  marble.  He  stood  six  feet  three  inches  in 
his  slippers,  well-proportioned,  evenly  developed,  and  straight  as  an  arrow. 
He  had  a  long  muscular  arm,  and  probably  the  largest  hands  of  any  man 
in  New  York.  He  was  fifty-eight,  with  a  character  so  firm  and  true, 
kindly  and  sweet,  kingly  and  grand,  as  to  remain  unshaken  as  tlie  air 
when  a  boy  wings  his  arrow  into  it,  through  all  subsequent  history.  His 
great  will-power  and  gravity  seem  to  have  most  attracted  the  attention 
of  mankind.  His  abilities  as  a  business  man,  the  accuracy  of  his  ac- 
counts, which  through  much  of  his  life  he  kept  with  his  own  hand,  and 
his  boundless  uenerositv  should  also  be  remembered.    He  took  care  of  his 
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money ;  at  the  same  time  he  cast  a  fortune  worth  at  least  three  quar- 
ters of  a  milliou  into  the  scale  —  to  be  forfeited  should  the  Revolution 
fail.  But  the  greatest  of  all  his  traits  was  a  manly  self-poise  founded 
upon  the  most  perfect  self-control.  He  was  withal  essentially  liunian, 
full  of  feeling,  emotional,  sympathetic,  and  sometimes  passionate.  He 
was  fond  of  society,  conversed  well,  enjoyed  humor  in  a  (j^uiet  way,  and 
was  sensitive  to  the  beauty  and  open  to  the  appeal  of  a  good  story. 

While  loyal  to  every  duty,  and  closeted  with  Jay,  Hamilton,  and 
Knox  f(jr  hours  each  day  in  shaping  the  conduct  of  the  departments,  he 
found  time  for  healthful  recreation.  The  citizens  of  New  York  grew 
accustomed  to  his  appearance  upon  the  streets  in  one  or  another  of  his 
numerous  equipages,  or  on  horseback,  and  on  foot.  His  diary  throws 
many  a  domestic  and  private  light  upon  the  pleasing  picture.  He  tells 
us,  for  instance,  how  after  visiting  the  Vice-President  and  his  wife  one 
afternoon,  at  Richmond  Hill,  with  Mrs.  Washington,  in  the  post-chaise, 
he  walked  to  Rufus  King's  to  make  a  social  call,  "and  neither  Mv.  King 
nor  his  lady  was  at  home,  or  to  be  seen."  On  another  occasion  he  sent 
tickets  to  Mrs.  Adams,  Mrs.  Greene,  General  Philip  and  Mrs.  Schuyler, 
Secretary  and  Mrs.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rufus  King,  inviting  them 
to  seats  in  his  box  at  the  little  John  Street  theater.  Music  commenced 
and  the  audience  rose  the  moment  Washington  and  his  friends  entered 
the  building.  The  play  was  Darby's  Return,  written  by  William  Dunlap. 
Darby,  an  Irish  lad,  proceeded  to  recount  his  adventures  in  New  York 
and  elsewhere,  to  his  friends  in  Ireland.  Washington  smiled  at  the 
humorous  allusion  to  the  change  in  the  government :  — 

"Here,  too,  I  saw  some  mighty  pretty  shows  — 
A  revolution  without  blood  or  blows  ; 
For,  as  I  understood,  the  cunning  elves, 
The  people  all  revolted  from  themselves." 

But  at  the  lines  :  — 

"A  man  who  fought  .to  free  the  land  from  woe, 
Like  me,  had  left  his  farm  a  soldiering  to  go, 
Tlien  having  gained  his  point,  he  had,  like  me, 
Returned,  his  own  potato  ground  to  see. 
But  there  he  could  not  rest.     With  one  accord 
He  is  called  to  be  a  kind  of  —  not  a  lord  — 
I  don't  know  what ;  he  's  not  a  (jreat  man,  sure, 
For  poor  men  h)ve  liim  just  as  he  were  poor"  ; 

the  eyes  of  the  audience  were  fixed  curiously  upon  the  President,  who 
changed  color  slightly,  and  looked  serious;  when  Kathleen  asked, 
"  How  hjoked  he,  Darbv  ?     Was  lie  short,  or  tall  ?" 
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and  Darby  replied  that  he  did  not  see  him,  because  he  had  mistaken  a 
man  "  all  lace  and  glitter,  botherum  and  shine,"  for  him,  until  the  show 
^as  out  of  sight,  Washington's  features  relaxed  and  he  indulged  in  a 
Tare  and  hearty  laugh. 

The  next  day,  Washington  says  he  called  upon  Chief  Justice  Jay  and 
Secretary  Knox  on  business,  made  informal  visits  to  Governor  Clinton, 
Mr.  Ealph  Izard,  General  Philip  Schuyler,  and  ^Irs.  Daltou,  entertained 
Dr.  Johnson,  lady  and  daughter,  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Izard  and  sou,  and 
Chief  Justice  Jay  at  dinner ;  "  after  which  went  with  Mrs.  Washington 
to  the  dancing  assembly,  and  remained  until  ten  o'clock." 

Mrs.  Izard  had  spent  several  winters  prior  to  the  Eevolution  in  the 
brilliant  society  of  London,  after  which  she  had  resided  in  Paris,  accom- 
panied her  husband  to  the  Court  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
and  visited  nearly  all  the 
points  of  interest  on  the  Eu- 
ropean Continent.  She  was 
liandsome,  witty,  and  univer- 
sally admired.  She  was  a 
New  York  lady,  as  the  reader 
has  hitherto  learned,  one  of 
the  famous  De  Lancey  family 
so  conspicuous  in  New  York's 
public  affairs,  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  Lieutenant-Governor 
Colden,  great-granddaughter 
of  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt, 
the  first  lord  of  the  manor, 
with  a  line  of  distinguished 
ancestry  reaching  backward 
to  the  very  first  little  dorp  on 
Manhattan  Island.  Her  mar- 
riage with  the  accomplished 
Ealph  Izard  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  in  1767, whose 
education  at  the  University  of  Cambridge  had  engendered  foreign  tastes, 
and  whose  liberal  fortune  had  enabled  him  to  gratify  them,  separated 
her  in  a  measure  from  the  influences  conspiring  to  attach  the  De  Lanceys 
to  the  Crown.  Her  affections  and  her  sympathies  must  have  been 
severely  tried,  for  while  she  was  moving  in  the  honored  circle  of  the 
most  illustrious  character  in  modern  history,  her  favorite  brother,  who 
had  connnanded  the  forces  raised  to  fight  for  the  king  in  Westchester, 


Mrs.  Ralph  Izard- 

Alice  De  Lancey. 
[From  the  painting  by   Gainsborough.] 
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was  an  exiled  wanderer  from  the  land  of  bis  birth.  Her  sister,  Mrs. 
John  Watts,  resided  in  Broadway  ;  and  during  the  first  session  of  the 
first  Congress  entertained  Senator  Izard  and  his  family  in  the  spacious 
Watts  mansion.  While  Mrs.  Izard  was  in  London  her  portrait  was 
painted  by  Gainsborough.  One  of  Copley's  finest  pictures  represents 
both  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Izard  in  a  Eoman  palace,  with  a  window  in  the  back- 
ground looking  out  on  one  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  Eternal  City. 
Washington's  note-book  affords  further  bewitching  glimpses  of  the 
inner  life  of  the  city  at  this  period.  On  the  10th  of  December  Mrs. 
Eufus  King,  Colonel  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer,  Senator  and  Mrs.  William 
Few,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison,  ]\Iiss  Brown,  Oliver  and  Mrs.  Wolcott, 
Cyrus  Griffin,  former  President  of  Congress,  and  Lady  Christiana  and 
daughter  were  guests  at  the  President's  table.  On  the  12tli  he  "exer- 
cised with  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  children  in  the  coach  between  break- 
fast and  dinner  —  went  the  fourteen  miles  round."  On  the  14th,  "walked 
round  the  Battery  in  the  afternoon."  On  the  16th,  "  dined  with  Mrs. 
Washington  at  Governor  Clinton's,  in  company  with  the  Vice-President 
and  Mrs.  Adams,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Mayor  Richard  Varick  (recent- 
ly elected)  and  wife,  and  the  Dutch  Minister,  Van  Berckel,  who  had  just 
returned  from  Europe  with  his  daughter.  It  would  seem  that  the  Presi- 
dent's family  rarely  dined  alone.  On  the  17th  the  company  consisted  of 
Chief  Justice  and  Mrs.  Jay,  Senator  Rufus  King,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Law- 
rence, Egbert  Benson,  Bishop  Provost,  Rev.  Dr.  Linn  and  his  wife,  and 
!Mrs.  Elbridge  Gerry.  On  Christmas,  which  was  Friday,  the  following 
entry  is  characteristic  of  the  great  man  who  penned  the  lines :  "  Went  to 
St.  Paul's  Chapel  in  the  forenoon.  The  visitors  to  Mrs.  Washington  this 
afternoon  were  not  numerous,  but  respectable."  On  Saturday,  the  26th, 
tlie  President  mentions  exercise  on  horseback,  and  tells  us  that  Chief 
Justice  Morris,  Mayor  Varick,  and  their  ladies,  Judge  Hobart,  Colonel 
Cole,  Major  Oilman,  Miss  Brown,  Secretary  Samuel  A.  Otis  of  the  Senate, 
and  Mr.  Beekley  dined  with  him.  On  the  Tuesday  following  he  records 
a  storm,  and  "  not  a  single  person  appearing  at  his  levee."  On  the  last 
day  of  the  outgoing  year  his  dinner-table  was  enlivened  by  the  Vice- 
President  and  Mrs.  Adams,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Chancellor  and  ]\Irs. 
Livingston,  and  JNIiss  Livingston,  one  of  the  Chancellor's  sisters.  Baron 
Steuben,  Elbridge  Gerry,  George  Partridge,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and 
Alexander  White  from  Xorth  Carolina. 

New  Year's  day  brought  a  cessation  of  all  kinds  of  labor.     During  the 
early  morning  hours  the  streets  were  pervaded  with  a  Sabbath  stillness, 
liut  as    the   day  waned   handsome  equipages  laden  with  gentle- 
men   in    the    showy    costume    of  the    day    moved    rapidly    from 
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point  to  point,  and  the  narrow  sidewalks  were  filled  with  pedestrians 
stepping  briskly  along  as  if  impelled  by  some  unusual  and  agreeable 
impulse.  The  custom  of  making  New  Year's  calls  was  one  of  the  peculiar 
institutions  of  New  York.  It  was  a  novelty  to  Washington.  It  had 
been  introduced  by  the  Dutch  with  the  iirst  settlement  on  Alanhattau 
Island,  and  the  Huguenots  had  helped  to  perpetuate  the  pleasant  ob- 
servance. No  other  American  city  or  town  had  then  even  so  much  as 
thought  of  borrowing  the  fashion  —  and  it  was  likely  to  find  little  favor 
in  places  more  purely  of  English  origin  and  population. 

Between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  o'clock  the  President  was 
visited  by  the  Vice-President,  the  governor,  the  senators,  and  representa- 
tives, foreign  public  characters,  and  all  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
city,  either  in  public  or  private  life.  Later  in  the  afternoon  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  visited  Mrs.  Washington,  as  usual,  the 
day  being  Friday.  In  the  evening  such  guests  as  remained  were  seated 
and  served  to  tea,  coffee,  and  plum  and  plain  cake.  We  can  almost  see 
Washington  in  the  fiesh,  as,  balancing  in  his  hand  one  of  the  exquisite 
cups  and  saucers  for  which  his  taljle  was  famous,  he  asked  of  a  New- 
Yorker  near  him  whether  such  usages  were  casual  or  otherwise,  and 
being  told  that  New  Year's  visiting  had  always  been  maintained  in  the 
city,  observed :  "  The  highly  favored  situation  of  New  York  will,  in  the 
process  of  years,  attract  numerous  emigrants,  who  will  gradually  change 
its  ancient  customs  and  manners  ;  but  whatever  changes  take  place,  never 
forget  the  cordial  and  cheerful  observance  of  New  Year's  Day." 

John  Pintard,  then  a  young  man  of  fashion,  says  many  persons  took 
advantage  of  the  day  to  pay  their  respects  to  Washington  who  were  per- 
sonally unacquainted  with  him,  but  no  one  complained  of  the  stateliness 
which  about  this  time  alarmed  a  sagacious  Virginia  colonel  for  the  safety 
of  the  Republic.  The  latter  stated  at  the  table  of  Governor  Piandolph 
that  Washington's  "bows  were  more  distant  and  stiff'"  than  any  he  had 
seen  at  the  Court  of  St.  James  I  The  critic's  words  reached  Washington's 
ears,  who  calmly  expressed  his  sorrow  that  his  bows  should  not  have 
been  acceptable,  as  they  were  the  best  he  was  master  of.  "  Would  it  not 
have  been  better,"  he  asked,  "  to  throw  the  veil  of  charity  over  them, 
ascribing  their  stiffness  to  the  effects  of  age,  or  to  the  unskillfulness  of 
my  teacher,  rather  than  to  pride  and  dignity  of  office  ? " 

New  York  City  was  then  regarded  by  all  good  puritanical  New-Eng- 
landers  as  a  "  vortex  of  folly  and  dissipation."  But  the  mother  of  Oliver 
Wolcott,  on  the  same  New  Year's  evening  while  Mrs.  Washington  was  dis- 
pensing hospitalities,  holding  an  open  letter  in  her  hand  written  from  the 
capital  eleven  days  before  by  her  subsequently  distinguished   son,  read 
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as  follows :  "  There  appears  to  be  great  regularity  in  the  city.  Hon- 
esty is  as  much  in  fashion  as  in  Connecticut,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
there  is  nnich  greater  attention  to  good  morals  than  has  been  supposed 
in  the  country.  80  far  as  observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  criterion 
of  religion,  a  comparison  between  this  city  and  many  places  in  Connecti- 
cut would  be  in  favor  of  New  York.  We  have  not  been  able  to  hire  a 
house,  and  shall  continue  in  lodgings  till  the  spring.  Great  expense  is 
not  required,  nor  does  it  add  to  the  reputation  of  any  person." 

As  Washington  himself,  on  his  late  tour  through  Connecticut,  on  one 
occasion  passed  thirty-six  hours  at  a  very  poor  country  tavern  because 
"  it  was  contrary  to  law  and  disagreeable  to  the  people  of  the  State  to 
travel  on  the  Sabbath  day,"  and  New  York  did  not  suffer  by  comparison 
in  the  mind  of  a  keen  Connecticut  observer,  the  inference  is  clear.  ^ 

Oliver  Wolcott  had  been  appointed  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  in  Sep- 
tember, at  a  yearly  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,^  an  office  which  he 
hesitated  about  accepting.  Hamilton  wrote  to  him,  "  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  be  an  acquisition  to  the  department.  I  need  scarcely  add  that  your 
presence  here  as  soon  as  possible  is  essential  to  the  progress  of  business." 
Ellsworth  furnished  him  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  living  in  New 
York,  and  remarketl  that  he  could  keep  his  expenses  within  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  unless  he  should  change  his  style,  which  was  wholly 
unnecessary.  Wolcott,  after  reaching  the  city  and  instituting  personal 
in\'estigations,  decided  to  enter  the  service.  He  wrote  to  his  wife  an- 
nouncing the  fact,  saying,  "  The  example  of  the  President  and  his  family 
will  render  parade  and  expense  improper  and  disreputable."  Writing  a 
few  days  later  to  his  father  upon  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  said,  "  What 
arrangements  are  in  C(jntemplation  with  respect  to  the  public  debt  I  have 
not  been  able  to  learn,  though  I  believe,  from  the  character  and  manners 
of  the  Secretary,  that  they  will  be  prudent,  sensible,  and  firm." 

The  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department  occupied  nmcli  time. 
The  machinery  must  be  constructed  upon  a  plan  of  indefinite  expan- 
sion, suited  to  every  oliject  and  exigency  of  the  great  untried  future. 
Tlie  numberless  official  forms  to  be  used  in  every  branch  of  business  were 

^  Diary  of  Wnsldngfon. 

2  Oliver  Ellsworth  wrote  to  Oliver  Wolcott,  September  12,  1789,  as  follows:  "The 
Treasury  Department  is  at  length  arranged  and  filled. 

Secretary,    salarj%  1 3,500,     Colonel  Hamilton  of  New  York. 

Comptroller      "         2,000,     Mr.  Eveleigh  of  South  Carolina. 

Auditor  "         1,500,     Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr.,  of  Connecticut. 

Register  "         1,250,     Mr.  Nonrse,  Pennsylvania. 

Treasurer  "         2,000,      Mr.  Meridith,  Pennsylvania. 

I  think  your  merit  wouhl  have  justified  your  standing  higher  on  the  list,  but  you  are  young 
enough  to  rise,  and  I  believe  you  ought  to  accept  tlie  ap]>ointment."  —  Family  Archives. 
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to  be  prescribed  for  the  first  time ;  custom-houses  and  loan-offices  regu- 
lated ;  provision  made  for  the  efficient  collection  and  distribution  of  tlie 
revenue  ;  the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  systematized ;  in  all 
of  which  the  easy  attainment  of  comjilete  information  at  the  Treasury 
was  to  be  united  with  the  preservation  of  central  and  local  accountability. 
Everything  connected  with  the  finance  of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
almost  inextricable  confusion.  Tfie  national  debt,  originating  chiefiy  in 
the  Eevolutiou,  was  of  two  kinds,  foreign  and  domestic.  The  foreign 
debt,  amounting  to  nearly  twelve  millions,  was  due  to  France,  Holland, 
and  a  fraction  to  Spain.  The  domestic  debt,  due  to  individuals  in 
America  for  loans  to  the  government  or  supplies  furnished  to  the  army, 
reached  forty-two  millions.  Another  class  of  debts,  amounting  to  some 
twenty-five  millions,  rested  upon  a  different  footing  ;  the  States  individu- 
ally had  constructed  works  of  defense  within  their  respective  limits,  and 
advanced  pay,  bounties,  provisions,  clothing,  and  munitions  of  war  to 
Continental  troops.  Hamilton  proposed  Jiot  only  tliat  the  foreign  debt 
should  be  paid  strictly  according  to  tlie  terms  of  contract,  l)ut  that  all 
domestic  debts,  including  those  of  the  particular  States,  sliould  be  funded, 
and  that  the  nation  should  become  responsible  for  their  payment  to  the 
full  amount. 

Oliver  Wolcott^  was  a  young  man  of  thirty,  but  not  without  experience 
in  finance,  having  been  for  nine  years  almost  constantly  employed  by  his 

1  For  the  origin  of  the  Wolcott  family  in  America,  see  Vol.  I.  593,  594.  A  tradition  exists 
concerning  the  Wolcott  coat  of  arms  which  is  of  interest  to  the  curious  in  matters  of  her- 
aldry. John  Wolcott  of  Wolcott,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Heiiiy  V.,  and  wlio  married 
Matilda,   daughter  of  Sir  Kichard  Cornwall  of  Here- 

ford, Knight,  won  a  game  ■^^j^  '^•'  chess  in  a  contest  with 

the    king    through   skill-  ^SKg  ^"^   "^''^   ^^  ^'^^    castles  ; 

whereujion  Henry,  in  rec-  r\^^^PV^  ognition  of  the  remarkable 

event,  changed   Wolcott's  ^^^^S^^J^  ^'"^^  °^  ^""■'*  ^'^'  s"l'stitut- 

ing  ca.stles  on  the  shield  in  /L.^^^^^^^~^  i'^'^*^^  °^  sheaves  of  wheat. 

{Slilcs's  History  of  Ancient  J    ^v^  ^P^^  ?r«ic?sor.)  Henry  Wolcott 

came  to  America  in  1630  ;  |  ,.Mi^^.Ak.,^  fi  ^^'^"^  ^"    ^^^^   among    the 

first  settlers  of  Windsor  ;  J  "^^^^^^^^  C  particiiiated    in    the   first 

legislative  proceedings  of  -.  ^  ^^Bb^^^^  j^  both  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut ;  and  was  an-  ^^  f^^^T  ^^fe^  ^K^  nually  re-elected  to  the 
councils  of  the  latter  State  ^^  W^^  ^^  ^^Sf  m  ''"''^"S  '^^'^-  ^^^  daughter 
Anna  mai'ried  Matthew  ^^B  ^^Isp  "^"^  gf^^^  \  r^  Griswold,  the  first  magis- 
trate of  Saybrook,  and  '^S--^^^^*V/'^'^^-l-^^  founder  of  Lyme,  and 
among  her  illustrious  de-         ^^^^^^i^^'^\/__^^^'^^'^^y  scendants    is    the    ]>resent 

Chief  Justice  of  the  United  ^^'^^'sfymA^ty^  States,  Morrison  R.  Waite. 

Simon  Wolcott,  one  of  the  ^n4..._J>^  ^^^^    ^j.    jf,.,,,.^,^    married 

the  beautiful  Martha  Pit-  Wolcott  Arms.  \^[n^  and  their  fouith  son 

was  the  famous  Governor  Koger  Wolcott,  who  rose  to  highest  military  and  civil  honors. 
Among  liis  numerous  children  were  Governor  Oliver  Wolcott  (born  1726,  died  1797),  who 
signed   the   Declaration  of  Indepeiideni/e  ;    and   Ursula,   who  married  her  cousin,   Governor 
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native  State  in  public  matters  of  a  financial  character.  Since  1788  he 
had  been  Comptroller  of  Connecticut.  He  belonged  to  that  line  of 
remarkable  men  of  whom  it  was  said  that  "  none  other  in  America 
were  more  honored  and  trusted."  Indeed,  as  a  matter  of  history,  no 
family  on  this  continent  has  preserved  tln-ough  all  its  generations  a 
purer  fame. 

There  was  yet  no  recognized  cabinet ;  and,  strictly  speaking,  no  cabinet 
meetings,  according  to  the  usual  ministerial  consultations  at  the  courts  of 
Europe.  Tlie  secretaries  were  the  President's  auxiliaries  rather  than 
counselors.  He  called  them  together  in  council  at  intervals,  but  it  was 
chiefly  to  give  them  instructions  ;  for  the  cabinet  as  an  advisory  body 
was  unknown  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  Congress.  The  Presi- 
dent was  made  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  departments, 
and  although  he  drifted  into  the  habit  of  consulting  witli  the  secretaries, 
such  a  course  was  wdiolly  at  his  option.  In  England,  according  to  long- 
established  usages,  if  the  ministers,  being  the  heads  of  the  govern- 
mental departments,  failed  to  command  the  confidence  of  a  majority 
in  the  House  of  Connnous,  a  ministerial  disruption  immediately  fol- 
lowed, and  the  sovereign  intrusted  the  formation  of  a  new  cabinet  to  a 
person  in  favor  with  that  majority.  Such  change  defeated  one  system 
of  politics  and  established  another.     But  Congress,  although  in  the  prac- 

Matthew  Griswokl  of  Lyme,  and  was  the  mother  of  Governor  Eoger  Gri.swold  —  the  lady  who 
had  eleven  governons  among  her  own  immediate  family  connections  and  descendants,  with  at 
least  thirty  jndges,  and  numerous  lawyers  and  clergymen  of  prominence.  The  Wolcotts  have 
intermarried  with  many  New  York  families,  and  their  descendants  are  nearly  as  numerous 
in  the  New  York  of  to-day  as  in  Connecticut. 

Oliver  Wolcott,  the  financier,  and  third  governor  in  the  Wolcott  family  (born  1760,  died 
1833),  was  tiie  son  of  Governor  Oliver  Wolcott,  senior,  and  a  graduate  from  Yah;  in  1778. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Stougliton.  He  was  tlie  Comptroller  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  from  1791  to 
1795,  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  1795  to  1800,  when  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court.  In  1802  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  and  soon  after  com- 
menced an  extensive  manufacturing  enterprise  at  Wolcottville,  near  Litchfield,  in  connection 
with  his  brother  Frederick,  who  married  Betsy  Huntington  of  Norwich  ;  among  the  children 
of  the  latter  is  Frederick  Henry  Wolcott  of  Astoria,  Long  Island.  Mary  Ann  Wolcott,  the 
youngest  sister  of  Oliver  and  Frederick,  was  the  distinguished  beauty  who  married  Chauncey 
Goodrich.  The  wife  of  Oliver  Ellsworth,  the  chief  justice,  was  Abigail  Wolcott,  cousin  of 
the  governor.  Nearly  all  the  Wolcott  ladies  were  celebrated  for  personal  beauty.  None 
more  so,  however,  tlian  Jerusha  Wolcott,  daughter  of  Samuel,  the  brother  of  Governor  Oliver 
Wolcott,  senior,  who  married  Epaphias  Bissell,  a  descendant  of  John  Bissell,  one  of  the 
founders  of  Windsor,  and  projector  of  tlie  fiist  ferry  across  the  Connecticut  River  ;  her  sister 
Sophia  married  Martin  Ellsworth,  son  of  the  chief  justice.  Edward,  eldest  son  of  Ejiajdiras 
and  Jerusha  Bissell,  married  Jane  Ann  Maria  Reed  in  1823,  whose  second  son.  Dr.  Arthur 
Bissell  of  New  York,  married  Anna  Browne,  daughter  of  Judge  Browne  of  Rye,  New  York,  a 
descendant  of  Thomas  Browne  of  Kye,  England,  one  of  the  original  founders  of  the  town  of  Rye, 
New  York,  himself  a  descendant  in  tlie  direct  line  from  Sir  Anthony  Browne,  standard-bearer 
of  Enghind  in  the  first  year  of  Henry  VII.,  and  the  first  Viscount  Montague. 
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tice  of  requiring  the  heads  of  departments  to  appear  in  person  and  give 
explanations  upon  any  desired  subject  during  Washington's  administra- 
tion, had  no  power  to  disturb  such  officials,  and  regarded  them  as  under 
the  executive,  and  of  subordinate  importance.^ 

Hamilton  was  not  slow  in  applying  all  the  skill  and  method  of  which 
he  was  master  to  the  production  of  an  elaborate  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury ;  he  also  unfolded  his  plans  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  credit,  and  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  January,  submitted 
both  to  the  President,  who,  after  reading,  and  conversing  for 
some  time  with  the  secretary  on  the  subject,  walked  to  Chief  Justice 
Jay's  residence,  with  whom  he  still  further  discussed  the  important 
matter,  remaining  to  drink  tea  informally  with  the  chief  justice  and 
his  family.  Secretary  Knox  presented  his  report  of  the  state  of  the 
frontiers  to  the  President  on  the  4th,  the  day  ou  which  commenced  the 
second  session  of  the  first  Congress. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  formalities  observed  by  President  Wash- 
ington in  his  early  intercourse  with  the  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. Following  the  example  of  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  he  inaugurated  a  custom  of  delivering  in  person  his  message  on 
the  opening  of  Congress  to  the  two  houses  sitting  in  a  joint  session  — 
which  was  subsequently  abandoned.  Arrangements  having  been  per- 
fected by  a  committee,  he  drove  on  Friday,  the  Sth,  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  Federal  Hall  in  Wall  Street,  in  a  coach 
drawn  by  six  horses  preceded  (quoting  his  own  language)  "  by  Colonel 
Humphreys  and  Major  Jackson  in  uniform,  on  my  two  white  horses, 
and  followed  by  Messrs.  Lear  and  Nelson  in  my  chariot,  and  Mr.  Lewis, 
on  horseback,  following  them.  In  their  rear  was  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments, in  their  respective  carriages,  and  in  the  order  they  are  named. 
At  the  outer  door  I  was  met  by  the  door-keepers  of  the  Senate  and  House, 
and  conducted  to  the  door  of  the  Senate-Chamber;  and  passing  from 
thence  to  the  chair  through  the  Senate  on  the  right,  and  the  House  on 
the  left,  I  took  my  seat.     The  gentlemen  who  attended  me  followed  and 

1  "  In  the  month  of  Jul}'  the  Senate  ordered  that  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiair.s  attend 
tlie  Senate  to-morrow,  and  bring  with  him  such  papers  as  are  requisite  to  give  full  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  consular  convention  between  France  and  the  United  States.  The 
secretary  appeared  according  to  the  resolution,  and  made  the  required  explanations.  The 
secretaries  were  the  creatures  of  the  law,  not  of  the  Con.stitution  ;  and  for  that  reason  Mr. 
Jeffer.son  was  of  opinion  that  neither  branch  of  Congress  had  a  right  to  call  ujjon  the  heads 
of  tlie  departments  for  information  or  papers,  except  through  the  President.  That  practice 
has  long  since  been  abandoned  ;  and  all  communications  between  the  houses  of  Congress  and 
the  departments  are  by  correspondence."  —  Shaffmr' s  History  of  America,  Div.  HI. 
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took  their  stand  behind  the  Senators ;  the  wliole  rising  as  I  entered. 
After  being  seated,  at  which  time  the  members  of  both  Houses  also  sat,  I 
rose,  as  they  also  did,  and  made  my  speech ;  delivering  one  copy  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  another  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  —  after  which,  and  being  a  few  moments  seated,  I  retired, 
bowing  on  each  side  to  the  assembly  (who  stood)  as  I  passed,  and  de- 
scending to  the  lower  hall,  attended  as  before,  I  returned  with  them  to 
my  house." 

The  importance  attached  to  details  in  the  mind  of  Washington  is  curi- 
ously revealed  in  his  circumstantial  diary.  When  consulted  as  to  the 
time  and  place  for  the  delivery  of  the  answers  of  the  Senate  and  House 
to  his  speech,  he  decided  upon  Thursday,  at  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  and  named  his  own  residence ;  giving  as  reasons  for 
choosing  this  place,  that  it  seemed  most  consistent  with  usage  and 
custom,  and  because  there  was  no  third  room  in  Federal  Hall  prepared 
to  which  he  could  call  the  gentlemen,  and  to  go  into  either  of  the  cham- 
bers appropriated  to  the  Senate  or  llepresentatives  did  not  seem  proper. 
Accordingly,  "  at  the  hours  appointed,  the  Senate  and  House  presented 
their  respective  addresses,  the  members  of  both  coming  in  carriages, 
and  the  latter  with  the  Mace  preceding  the  Speaker.  The  address  of  the 
Senate  was  presented  by  the  Vice-President,  and  that  of  the  House  by 
the  Speaker  thereof."  After  the  ceremony,  twelve  members  remained  to 
dine  with  the  President. 

The  same  day  Hamilton  appeared  before  Congress  with  his  proposition 
for  the  funding  of  the  public  debt.  He  presented  the  subject  clearly, 
and  with  such  courage  and  consistency  that  his  arguments  carried  great 
weight.  He  said  the  foreign  debt  should  be  paid  strictly  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  this  no  one  pretended  to  deny.  But  when 
he  touched  upon  the  domestic  debt,  a  multiplicity  of  objections  were  im- 
mediately aroused  ;  and  his  fearless  advocacy  of  making  no  difference 
between  the  creditors  of  the  Union  and  those  of  the  States,  because  both 
descriptions  of  debt  were  contracted  for  the  same  objects,  gave  rise  to 
some  of  the  most  exciting  debates  ever  heard  in  our  Congressional  halls. 
As  the  national  legislators  comprised  a  large  portion  of  the  prominent 
characters  of  the  country,  and  the  two  parties,  friends  and  opponents  of 
Federal  principles,  were  about  equally  balanced,  every  subject  being 
discussed  with  direct  reference  to  its  bearings  on  State  sovereignty  —  the 
original  apple  of  discord  —  a  glimmer  of  the  violence  of  the  tempest  may 
be  perceived  from  the  first.  Hamilton  proposed  to  open  a  loan  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  debt,  as  well  of  the  particular  States  as  of  the  Union  ; 
and  to  enable   the   Treasury  to  bear  an   increased   demand   \ipon   it,  he 
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recommended  an  increase  of  duties  on  imported  wines,  tea,  etc.,  and  a 
duty  on  home-made  liquors. 

The  sharpest  controversy  hinged  on  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts, 
and  the  terms  as  to  the  period  of  payment  and  rate  of  interest  of  the 
general  debt  thus  proposed  to  be  established.  The  debts  of  the  respec- 
tive States  were  very  unequal  in  amount ;  and  investigations  concerning 
the  services  rendered  by  each  State  brought  to  the  front  all  the  local 
prejudices  of  a  century,  and  all  manner  of  invidious  comparisons.  An- 
other prominent  question  upon  wdiich  the  members  were  almost  evenly 
divided  was  the  payment  of  the  whole  amount,  rather  than  the  mere 
market  value  of  the  government  paper.  This  paper  had  in  most  cases 
passed  through  many  hands,  and  \vas  immensely  depreciated  below  its 
nominal  value.  The  original  creditors,  therefore,  and  the  subsequent 
holders,  had  lost  in  proportion  to  the  scale  of  depreciation.  The  proposal 
to  assume  the  whole  debt  as  it  stood  on  the  face  of  the  paper,  and  pay  it 
to  the  present  holders,  was  said  to  be  inequitable,  inasmuch  as  these  had 
purchased  it  at  the  depreciated  value,  and  had  no  claim  to  be  remuner- 
ated for  the  losses  of  the  previous  holders. 

Other  business  of  grave  importance  came  before  this  session  of  Con- 
gress in  New  York  City,  not  least  of  which  was  the  enumeration  of  in- 
habitants of  the  Union,  the  establishing  of  a  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, the  providing  of  means  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  for 
regulating  treaties  and  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  the  location  of  the 
permanent  seat  of  government. 

j\Iean while  tlie  city  was  gay  with  all  manner  of  festivities  public  and 
private  —  the  balls  and  dinners  were  more  numerous  than  the  evenings 
—  and  the  principal  statesmen  were  constantly  meeting  in  social  circles, 
and  ever3^where  discussing  the  great  topics  of  the  hour.  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton's levees  on  Friday  evenings  were  largely  attended,  and  Mrs.  Jay, 
Mrs.  Hamilton,  and  Mrs.  Knox  each  had  a  special  evening,  aside  from 
giving  dinners  every  week. 

The  residence  of  Washington  in  Franklin  Square  proved  inconvenient 
on  account  of  the  great  distance  out  of  town,  and  as  Postmaster-General 
Osgood  wished  to  return  to  his  house,  having  lived  at  his  country-seat 
three  miles  to  the  north  during  the  interim,  the  President  arranged  on  the 
1st  of  February  for  removal  to  the  McComb  mansion  in  Broadway,  a  little 
below  Trinity  Church  —  the  former  residence  of  the  French  minister. 
On  the  3d  he  tells  us  that  he  visited  the  various  apartments  of  his  future 
home,  "  and  made  a  disposition  of  the  rooms,  fixed  on  some  furniture  of 
the  Minister's  to  be  sold,  and  directed  additional  stables  built "  ;  on  the 
6th,  he  walked  to  the  place  to  decide  upon  the  exact  site  for  the  projected 
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stables  ;  on  the  loth,  walked  again  down  Broadway  to  the  new  house 
and  gave  directions  for  the  arrangement  of  the  furniture;  and  on  the 
2()th,  entered  the  following  paragraph  in  his  diary  :  "  Sat  from  nine  until 

eleven  for  ]\Ir.  Trumbull.  Walked 
afterwards  to  my  new  house  —  then 
rode  a  few  miles  with  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton and  the  children  before  dinner; 
after  which  I  again  visited  my  new 
house,  in  my  coach  (because  it  rained)." 
The  appointments  of  the  Broadway 
residence  were  ostensibly  arranged  for 
substantial  comfort,  but  such  were  the 
tastes  and  habits' of  AVasliington,  and 
the  fashion  of  the  times,  that  the  whole 
mansion  when  prepared  for  his  occu- 
pancy had  a  very  luxurious  air.  Pic- 
tures, vases,  and  other  articles  of  orna- 
ment had  been  Itrought  from  JNIount 
Vernon,  china  and  glass  were  imported,  much  of  it  having  been  made  to 
order,  and'  the  old  family  plate  was  melted  and  reproduced  in  more  elegant 
and  shapely  style.  The  tea-service  was  particularly  massive,  the  salver 
twenty-two  inches  long  by  seventeen  wide,  and  every  piece  bore  the  family 
arms.  The  President's  birthday,  for  the  first  time  being  celebrated  in 
nearly  all  the  large  cities  of  the  Union,  and  honored  by  the  "  Tammany 
Society  or  Columbian  Order,"  in  New  York,i  with  resolutions  to  connnem- 
orate  the  occasion  forever  afterward,  was  chiefly  employed  by  him  in  super- 
iutendino-  the  transfer  of  his  furniture ;    and  on  Tuesday  the  23d,  after 


The  McComb  Mansion. 

[Washiiijjton's  Ke!,idciicc  in  Broadway.] 


1  Shortly  after  Washington's  inauguration,  May  12,  1789,  the  "Tammany  Society  or 
Columbian  Order  "  was  founded.  It  was  composed  at  first  of  the  moderate  men  of  both  politi- 
cal parties,  and  seenU  not  to  have  been  recognized  as  a  party  institution  until  the  time  of 
Jefferson  as  President.  William  Mooney  was  the  first  Grand  Sachem  ;  his  successor  in  1790 
was  William  Pitt  Smith,  and  in  1791  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman  received  the  honor.  John 
Pintard  was  the  fir.st  Sagamore.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  scribe  of  the  council  in  1791.  It  was 
stictly  a  national  .society,  based  on  the  principles  of  i^atriotism,  and  had  for  its  object  the 
perpetuation  of  a  true  love  for  our  own  country.  Aboriginal  forms  and  ceremonies  were 
adopted  in  its  incorporation  ;  the  year  was  divided  into  .seasons  of  blossoms,  fruits,  and 
snows,  and  the  seasons  into  moons.  Its  officers  were  a  Grand  Sachem  —  chosen  from  thirteen 
sachems  —  a  Sagamore,  and  a  Wi-skinskie.  This  was  done  partly  to  conciliate  the  numerous 
tribes  of  Indians  who  were  devastating  our  defenseless  frontiers,  and  partly  to  counteract  the 
anti-republi(,-an  ]>rinciples  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  It  was  named  from  Tammany, 
tKe  celebrated  Indian  chief  whose  legendary  history  has  been  curiously  sketched  by  Dr. 
Mitchell.  To  John  Trumbull,  the  author,  belongs  the  distinction  of  first  originating  the  desig- 
nation "St.  Tammany."  He  thought,  it  is  said,  it  not  worth  while  to  let  Great  Britain 
monopolize  all  the  saints  in  the  calendar,  and  so  chose  a  genuine  American  guardian. 
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<linuer,  he  wrote,  "  Mrs.  Washington,  myself,  and  children  removed  and 
lodged  in  our  new  habitation." 

The  Indians  about  this  time  appeared  determined  to  prevent  tlirough 
barbarous  depredations  the  existence  of  towns  beyond  the  Ohio  Eiver. 
A  New  England  company,  formed  in  1787,  had  purchased  a  large  ter- 
ritory from  the  general  government,  and  commenced  settlements  the 
following  year,  of  which  Marietta  was  the  first.  But  the  savages  ha- 
rassed the  settlers  so  perpetually  that  Congress  directed  Knox  to  investi- 
gate the  whole  subject,  who,  in  his  able  report,  stated  that  over  fifteen 
hundred  persons  had  either  been  murdered  or  carried  into  captivity 
during  the  two  years  since  1788,  and  an  immense  amount  of  property 
destroyed.  Vigorous  steps  to  check  the  mischief  were  at  once  taken. 
Washington  had  hoped  to  give  security  to  the  pioneers  of  Ohio  by  pacific 
arrangements,  but  found  it  necessary  to  institute  offensive  operations  in 
that  direction,  which,  beginning  in  the  summer  of  1790,  were  not  termi- 
nated until  after  the  signal  victory  of  General  Wayne  in  1794. 

In  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  the  Indians  quarreled  with  their  white 
neighbors ;  and  the  Spaniards  tampered  with  the  Creeks  of  Alabama, 
Georgia,  and  Florida,  furnishing  them  with  fire-arms  and  clothing.  Sev- 
eral attempts  had  been  made  hitherto  by  the  government,  without  suc- 
cess, to  treat  with  these  latter  tribes.  An  ingenious  plan  was  devised  in 
February  to  lure  their  great  chief,  Alexander  McGillivray,  an  educated  half- 
breed,  to  New  York  City,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  him  of  the  propri- 
ety of  a  treaty  to  avert  the  calamities  of  war,  about  to  be  precipitated  by 
the  disorderly  and  disreputable  people  of  both  nations.  On  the 
10th  of  March  Washington  held  a  long  conversation  with  Colonel 
Marinus  Willett,  who  had  agreed  to  undertake  a  mission  to  the  Creeks 
which  must  necessarily  be  conducted  in  the  most  delicate  manner,  and 
who  shortly  started  for  their  country  at  the  South.  On  the  1st  of  July 
official  information  reached  the  President  that  Willett  was  on  his  return, 
accompanied  by  JMcGillivray  and  twenty-eight  of  his  principal  chiefs 
and  warriors,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  Hopewell,  in  South  Carolina. 
Messages  were  at  once  sent  to  the  governors  of  Virginia,  ]\Iaryland,  and 
Pennsylvania,  requesting  them  to  show  every  possible  respect  to  the 
travelers,  at  the  public  expense. 

Their  arrival  in  New  York  created  a  sensation.  The  members  of  tlie 
Tammany  Society,  arrayed  in  Indian  costume,  went  out  to  meet  them, 
with  the  military,  and  escorted  them,  to  the  house  of  Secretary  Knox 
where  they  were  received  with  great  ceremony.  They  were  then  taken 
and  introduced  to  the  President,  and  from  thence  to  Governor  Clinton ; 
after   which  they  dined  at  the  city  tavern,  Knox  and  a  great  number 
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of  distinguished  ineu  being  present.  They  remained  in  the  city  about  six 
weeks.  A  military  review  by  the  President  and  Secretary  Knox,  for 
their  beneiit,  on  Colonel  llutgers's  grounds,  July  27,  was  rendered  mem- 
orable by  the  large  array  of  officers  in  full  uniform.  On  the  2d  of  August 
the  Indians  were  entertained  M'ith  a  great  banquet,  at  which  were  present 
all  the  notable  statesmen  of  the  day.  The  Tammany  Society  enlivened 
the  occasion  with  songs,  and  the  Creek  sachems  danced.  The  orators  of 
both  parties  made  long  speeches,  and  wine  flowed  freely.  Washington 
dined  several  of  the  chiefs  one  day  at  his  own  table,  and  after  the  meal 
invited  them  to  walk  down  Broadway.  Curious  to  see  tlie  effect  upon 
the  savage  mind  of  the  large  full-length  portrait  of  himself  which  Trum- 
bull had  just  completed  for  the  city  corporation,  he  led  them  suddenly 
into  its  presence.  They  stood  stiff  and  mute  with  astonishment  for  some 
minutes.  One  of  the  chiefs  finally  advanced  and  touched  the  cold  flat 
surface  with  his  hand,  exclaiming,  "  Ugh  ! "  Each  of  the  others  slowly 
followed  his  example,  and  all  turned  away,  suspicious  of  the  art  which 
could  imprint  a  great  soldier,  dressed  for  battle,  and  standing  beside  his 
war-horse,  upon  a  strip  of  canvas.  Trumbull  afterwards  tried  in  vain  to 
obtain  their  portraits.  Knox,  after  some  time  spent  in  preliminaries,, 
succeeded  in  negotiating  the  terms  of  a  satisfactory  and  much-desired 
treaty,  which,  indeed,  ceded  to  the  Indians  nearly  all  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  which  was  ratified  in  Federal  Hall  with  great  ceremony  on  the  ■";^V\ 
13th  of  August.  Washington  and  his  suite  appeared  at  noon  of  that 
day  in  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  and  presently  the  Tammany  sachems^ 
ushered  in  JNIcGillivray  and  his  chiefs,  adorned  with  their  finest  feathers. 
The  treaty  was  read  and  interpreted  ;  and  the  President  in  a  short  forci- 
ble speech  explained  the  justice  of  its  various  provisions  —  to  each  of 
which  the  Indian  potentates  grunted  approval.  McGillivray  made  a  short 
speech  in  reply ;  the  treaty  was  duly  signed,  Washington  presented  the 
chieftain  with  a  string  of  wampum,  for  a  nremorial,  with  a  paper  of 
tobacco  as  a  substitute  for  the  ancient  calumet,  then  came  a  general  shak- 
ing of  hands,  and  the  ceremonies  were  concluded  liy  a  song  of  peace,  in 
which  the  Creek  warriors  joined  in  their  own  peculiar  fashion. 

Early  in  March  the  legislature  of  New  York  appointed  commissioners- 
to  settle,  if  possible,  the  chronic  controversy  with  Vermont.  New  York 
had  opposed  the  petition  of  Vermont  for  admission  into  the  confederacy 
in  1776,  and  Congress  had  hesitated  until  the  people  became  indignant,, 
when  the  second  appeal  was  made  in  1777;  again  in  1787  New  York 
had  interposed  a  protest  to  defeat  an  application,  although  at  that  time 
the  population  of  Vermont  was  increasing  so  rapidly  that  New  York 
found  it  difficult  to  establish  her  jurisdiction  in  the  declared  reV)ellious- 
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districts.  But  the  coimnissioners,  of  whom  the  scholarly  Chancellor 
Livingston  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous,  were  in  1790  empoM^ered  to 
declare  the  consent  of  New  York  to  the  admission  of  Vermont  into  the 
Union  —  New  York  relinquishing  all  claims  to  lands  in  Vermont  or 
jurisdiction  over  them,  upon  the  payment  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  and 
the  commissioners  were  also  to  decide  upon  the  perpetual  boundary 
between  the  tM'o  States.  Vermont  acceded  to  the  proposition,  and  in 
March  of  the  following  year  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  State  ad- 
mitted into  the  Federal  Union. 

Foreign  affairs  created  intense  anxiety  at  this  juncture.  With  Great 
Britain  several  points  of  difference  existed;  Adams  had  found  it  im- 
possible to  negotiate  a  commercial  treaty  on  favorable  terms,  and  the 
British  Cabinet  declined  to  send  a  minister  to  the  United  States.  The 
old  grudges  and  jealousies  of  the  war  had  by  no  means  been  extinguished, 
and  Americans,  regarding  the  Britons  as  natural  enemies,  were  ready  to 
take  offense  easily,  as  well  as  eager  for  an  opportunity  to  retaliate.  An 
effort  to  treat  with  Portugal  had  failed,  owing  —  it  was  confidently  be- 
lieved —  to  the  adverse  infiuence  of  I^ngland.  The  Emperor  of  jMovocco 
had  been  faithful  to  his  agreements ;  but  the  corsairs  of  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli  plundered  American  vessels  and  enslaved  their  masters, 
which  many  attributed,  together  with  the  bloody  incursions  of  the 
western  savages,  to  the  machinations  of  the  British.  And  the  intricate 
and  embarrassing  disputes  witli  Spain  concerning  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  helped  to  render  the  commerce  of  the  country  more 
restricted  than  when  it  liad  formed  a  part  of  the  British  Empire. 

Washington  had  just  returned  from  St.  Paul's  Chapel  on  the  morning 
of  ]\farch  21,  when  Jefferson  was  announced.     "  Show    him    in," 

'  ....  March  21. 

exclaimed  the  President,  his  face  brightening  with  real  pleasure, 
then,  not  waiting  an  instant,  advanced  to  meet  his  guest  in  the  entrance 
passage.  The  greeting  was  one  of  special  warmth  and  cordiality.  Jeffer- 
son's coming  on  that  day  was  particularly  opportune.  Not  twenty-four 
hours  had  elapsed  since  Washington  and  Jay  had  been  engaged  in  earnest 
consideration  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  with  regard  to  certain  captives 
in  Algiers,  and  the  sending  of  persons  in  the  character  of  charges  d'affaires 
to  the  courts  of  Europe.  Jefferson, .  fresh  from  the  Old  World  atmos- 
phere, and  bringing  the  latest  intelligence  concerning  its  public  affairs, 
was  welcome  indeed.  He  had  been  a  fortnight  on  the  route  from  Monti- 
cello  —  his  beautiful  Virginia  country-seat  —  a  storm  of  snow  having 
greatly  impeded  his  progress.  Obliged,  on  account  of  bad  roads,  to  leave 
his  .private  carriage  in  Alexandria,  to  be  sent  to  New  York  by  water,  he 
had  consiuned  himstilf  to  a  slow  stage,  which  moved  only  two  or  three  miles 
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an  hour  by  day  and  one  at  night ;  but  his  horses  were  led,  and  he 
mounted  one  of  them  from  time  to  time  to  relieve  his  fatigue.  At 
rhiladelphia  lie  visited  Franklin,  who,  although  in  bed  and  very  feeWe, 
listened  with  excited  interest  to  a  detailed  account  of  the  French  Rev- 
olution. 

Jay,  Hamilton,  Knox,  Osgood,  Livingston,  and  the  circle  of  New  York's 
principal  citizens,  hastened  to  do  honor  to  the  new  Secretary  of  State. 
"  The  courtesies  of  dinner-parties,"  wrote  Jefferson,  "  placed  me  at  once 
in  their  familiar  society."  He  tried  to  obtain  a  house  on  Broadway,  but 
not  succeeding  rented  a  small  cottage  in  Maiden  Lane,  near  the  residence 
of  Thomas  Hartley,  member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania.  Business 
had  accumulated  in  expectation  of  his  arrival,  and  he  was  quickly  immersed 
in  its  perplexing  details.  But  he  was  amazed  at  the  tenor  of  table  con- 
versations. When  he  went  abroad  the  democratic  tendencies  of  his  own 
country  were  at  full  tide,  and  he  found  France  heaving  with  the  coming 
earthquake.  His  house  in  Paris  had  been  the  resort  of  the  leaders  of 
political  reform,  and  he  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
revolutionists ;  had  even  traveled  through  their  country  on  foot,  entered 
tlie  liovels  of  the  peasants,  peeped  into  the  pot  to  learn  what  the  poor 
woman  was  preparing  for  dinner,  liandled  the  miserable  black  bread  that 
mothers  gave  their  hungry  children,  and  felt  of  the  bed,  on  M'hich  he  had 
taken  care  to  sit,  to  ascertain  its  material  and  quality.  "  INIy  conscien- 
tious devotion  to  natural  rights  cannot  be  heightened,"  he  wrote,  "  but 
it  is  roused  and  excited  by  daily  exercise."  He  had  returned  home  to 
find  the  favorite  sentiment,  according  to  his  observations,  a  "  preference 
for  kingly  instead  of  republican  government."  He  was  disappointed  with 
the  Constitution.  There  was,  moreover,  a  practical  question  before  Con- 
gress, the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  which  disturbed  his  sense  of 
justice ;  and  Hamilton's  project  of  a  national  bank  he  regarded  as  an 
evil  of  superlative  magnitude  —  a  fountain  of  demoralization. 

In  personal  appearance  Jefferson  was  not  altogether  prepossessing. 
He  had  reached  the  age  of  forty-seven,  was  nearly  as  tall  as  Washington, 
well-built  but  awkward  and  loose-jointed,  with  a  fair  complexion,  cold- 
blue  eyes,  and  reddish  hair.  His  wife  dying  many  years  before,  he  had 
filled  the  place  of  both  parents  to  his  lovely  daughters,  and  was  a  tender 
and  indulgent  father,  whom  they  venerated  as  wiser  and  better  than 
other  men.  He  possessed  original  and  solid  merit,  together  witli  great 
magnetism  of  intellect,  and  matchless  intensity  of  convictions  upon  all 
subjects  to  which  lie  gave  his  attention. 

It  was  at  Hamilton's  dinner-tal)le  that  he  first  advocated  aiding 
France  to  throw  off  her  monarchial  voke.     Hamilton  shook  his  head  and 
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declared  himself  in  favor  of  maintaining  a  strict  neutrality.  This  cj^ues- 
tion  presently  assumed  vital  importance.  Jefferson  opposed  Hamilton's 
funding  system,  and  seemed  to  distrust  all  his  measures.  The  most 
stormy  discussions  were  of  constant  occurrence,  trifles  were  exaggerated, 
and  }iulitical  excitement  spread  through  the  country.  Thus  developed 
that  division  in  politics,  which,  gradually  rising  to  the  dignity  of  party 
organization,  was  known  as  Federalism  and  liepublicanism. 

A  new  edifice  had  arisen  upon  the  site  of  the  ruins  of  Trinity  Church, 
which  was  consecrated  on  the   25th  in  presence  of  a  distinguished 

T  ^Tr      ,  •  ,    p        •,  ,     ,       .  ,  March  25. 

audience;  VVashiugton  and  family  were  seated  during  the  exer- 
cises in  the  richly  ornamented  pew  set  apart  by  the  wardens  and  vestry- 
men for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  canopy  over  it^;  an- 
other pew  was  arranged  for  the  governor  of  New  York.  On  the  same 
evening  the  Chief  Justice  and  Mrs.  Jay,  General  Philip  and  j\Irs. 
Schuyler,  Secretary  Jefferson,  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Hamilton,  Secretary 
and  ]\rrs.  Knox,  Mrs.  Greene,  Senator  Carroll,  Senator  Henry,  Judge 
Wilson,  James  Aladisou,  and  Colonel  William  S.  Smith  dined  with  the 
President  and  Mrs.  Washington  at  their  home  in  Broadway.  On  the 
following  Thursday  we  find  Governor  Clinton,  Lieutenant-Governor  Van 
Cortlandt,  Speaker  John  Watts  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  Judge  Duane, 
Baron  Steuben,  Arthur  Lee,  Ptufus  King,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Clynier, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon,  Mr.  Heister,  Dr.  Hugh  Williamson, 
and  other  members  of  Congress,  gathered  about  Washington's  dinner- 
taljle. 

The  city  treasurer,  or  chamberlain,  appointed  in  1789  was  Daniel 
Phcenix,  an  eminent  and  wealthy  ^>^>>*^>>>^>l>^'^>>?^^^>i>^i^^!^y^>,^ 
New  lork  merchant,  who  con-  ^}^  <>^<?^j^*>o^'>*A-.'*»*.*.,o.sJ^rK5-J-3* 
tinned  to  liold  the  position  for  7,"^^  Premi/e  to  pa/ the  Bearer,  on*^^ 
twenty  years— until  compelled  t>  ^f^^i*  ^"^  ^*"*'-^-  ^^  OrJer  ^)$ 
to  resign  irom  declining  health.  jJUj  New-York.  i^.Arwarjrao  ,790.  ^  J 
A  .specimen  of  money  issued  un-  ^^-i ''"  "4  *  (Oc  q\ />  .  C'1\^ 
der  his  au.spices  in  1790  will  be  ^^^  ^  ^»  ^'  t/  ^ncsnew t  "Z,^ 
seen  in  the  sketch.     He  had  been   J|^  "' '  ''Cit^^a/urer,'^i 

largely  instrumental  in  placing  the  ^^  **f  **^J^**^***^*^  ^1 
New  York  hospital  m  a  position  SiV<!$<«4««i<«(^«<«(«:<«f«««««0 
to   fulfill   the  intentions  of  its  founders  ;  and  he  was  a  trustee  as  well  as 

1  The  resolution  to  .set  apart  a  pew  in  Trinity  Church  for  the  President  was  adopted 
March  8,  1790.  The  wardens  were  Chief  Justice  John  Jay  and  e.\-Mayor  James  Duane. 
Among  the  vestrymen  Avere  Andrew  Hamersley,  Hubert  Van  Wagenen,  Thomas  Randall,  John 
Jones,  John  Lewis,  William  S.  Johnson,  Robert  C.  Livingston,  Matthew  Clarkson,  William 
Laight,  James  Farquhar,  Charles  Stanton,  Nicholas  Kortright,  Ale.xander  Aylesbury,  George 
Douiiuic-k,  Nicholas  Carinun,  Moses  Rogers,  Anthony  L.  Blceekei',  and  liiehard  Harrison. 
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the  treasurer  of  the  NewYork  Society  Library.  He  took  an  active  part, 
indeed,  in  the  inception  of  many  of  the  city  institutions,  contributing 
liberally  to  their  support.  He  was  also  connected  with  almost  every 
mercantile  institution  of  his  day.  His  name  is  particularly  and  pleas- 
antly identified  with  the  history  of  the  Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  was  a  trustee  from  1772  to  1812,  and  the  manager,  almost 
exclusively,  of  its  financial  concerns.^ 

The  treasurer  of  the  State  at  this  time  was  Gerard  Bancker,  of  the 
wealthy  Dutch  family  whose  representatives  had  filled  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility in  city  and  State  affairs  during  every  generation  of  that 
remarkable  century.  The  auditor  was  Peter  T.  Curtenius.  Tlie  latter 
united  with  many  other  citizens,  as  the  spring  opened,  in  an  indignant 
protest  against  cutting  away  the  beautiful  trees  with  which  the  streets 
of  the  city  were  ornamented  in,  accordance  witli  an  order  of  the  corpo- 
ration to  be  executed  before  the  first  of  June.  Some  medical  philoso- 
pher had  convinced  the  authorities  that  the  public  health  demanded  the 
sacrifice,  but  the  public  taste  was  wounded  in  a  vital  point,  for  the  trees 
were  of  a  rich  variety,  and  had  been  selected  and  planted  with  c:ire. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  Franklin,  April  17,  produced  a  profound  sen- 
sation in  New  York  ;  a  resolution  moved  in  Congress  l)y  James 
'  Madison  was  unanimously  adopted,  that  the  members  should  wear 
mourning  badges  for  one  montli  as  a  tribute  of  respect  and  veneration. 

1  Daniel  Phoenix  was  the  son  of  Alexander  Phrenix,  and  the  great  grandson  of  the  Alexander 
Phojnix  traditionally  reported  to  have  been  a  younger  .son  of  Sir  John  Fenwiek,  Bart,  of  the 
gi-eat  Northumbrian  family  of  Fen  wicks,  who  removed  to  New  York  City  in  1640,  and  whose 
descendants  have  ever  since  been  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  metropolis.  Daniel 
Phienix  was  born  in  1742,  and  died  in  1812.  He  was  liberally  educated,  and  early  entered 
into  the  business  of  importing  goods  from  Great  Britain,  and  amassed  a  large  fortune.  He 
was  a  patriot,  and  adhered  strictly  to  the  non-importation  measures,  although  they  fell  with 
special  severity  upon  himself,  entirely  suspending  his  business  for  several  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  Committee  of  "  One  Hundred,"  and  when  the  British  entered  the  city  retired  to 
Morristown  with  his  family.  Upon  his  return,  in  1783,  he  found  his  house  had  been  burned 
and  much  of  his  property  irretrievably  lost.  But  he  soon  reinstated  himself  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  the  highest  trusts.  He  married, 
first,  Elizal)eth  Treadwell  ;  second,  Elizabeth  Piatt.  It  is  recorded  as  a  curious  fact,  that  at 
the  funeral  of  the  latter,  in  1784,  "  the  pall-bearers  were  ladies."  His  children  were  :  Gerard, 
died  in  infancy  ;  Alexander,  graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1794,  and  became  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Chicopee,  Massachusetts  —  born  in  1777,  died  at  Harlem  in 
1863  ;  Elizabeth,  married  Nathaniel  Gibbs  Ingraham,  and  was  the  mother  of  Judge  Daniel 
P.  Ingraham  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  ;  Rebecca,  married  Eliphalet  Williams  of 
Northampton,  Massachusetts  ;  Amelia,  died  in  infancy  ;  Jennet,  married  Richard  Riker,  the 
well-known  District  Attorney  and  Recorder  of  New  York  ;  Sydney,  died  in  1800,  unmarried. 

The  male  line  of  the  descenilants  of  Daniel  Phcenix  was  continued  only  in  the  children  of 
his  second  son,  Alexander.  —  Contributmi  by  Stephen  Wliitncij  Phcenix,  in  Chamber  of  Cam- 
mcrce  Records. 
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The  Tammany  Society,  the  Cincinnati,  indeed  all  public  bodies,  in  every 
part  of  the  Union,  adopted  similar  resolutions,  and  wore  the  insignia  of 
mourning.  When  the  news  reached  France,  Mirabeau  addressed  a  silent 
and  sympathetic  audience,  proposing  a  decree  that  the  National  Assembly 
should  wear  mourning  three  days,  for  "the  genius  that  could  tame  tyrants 
and  thunderbolts,  which  freed  America,  and  rayed  forth  upon  Europe 
torrents  of  light  —  the  sage  claimed  by  two  worlds,  the  man  for  whom 
the  history  of  science  and  the  history  of  empires  were  disputing  —  one 
of  the  greatest  men  who  ever  aided  philosophy  and  liberty  " ;  and  Lafay- 
ette and  Eochefoucauld  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  adopted  by 
acclamation.  The  President  of  the  Assembly  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  loss  which  the  human  race  had 
sustained ;  the  Abbe  Franchet  pronounced  a  eulogy  upon  his  life  and 
genius  in  presence  of  the  Commune  of  Paris ;  the  revolutionary  clubs, 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  printers,  and  the  municipal  authorities  of 
Paris,  each  held  a  ceremonial  in  honor  of  the  departed  patriot;  and 
everywhere  throughout  the  kingdom  were  demonstrations  of  reverence 
and  of  sorrow. 1 

"While  France  was  doing  homage  to  the  memory  of  Franklin,  New 
York  was  again  in  mourning.  One  of  her  own  native  statesmen  had  com- 
pleted his  useful  and  eventful  life.  William  Livingston,  the  widely  famed 
New  Jersey  governor,  died  at  "  Liberty  Hall,"  July  25,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven.  Few  of  the  great  men  of  the  Eevolution  were  more  truly  of 
heroic  mold,  or  had  exerted  a  more  salutary  influence  over  the  forming 
community.  He  was  consigned  to  the  tomb  with  touching  tenderness, 
and  with  every  mark  of  distinguished  and  genuine  respect. 

Three  weeks  prior  to  the  sad  event  Brockholst  Livingston,  the  gov- 
ernor's son,  delivered  an  oration  in  St.  Paul's  Chapel  on  the  occasion  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  President  was 
present,  with  his  retinue,  the  heads  of  departments,  the  members  of  Con- 

^  Sarah,  only  daughter  of  Dr.  Benjamin  and  Deborah  Franklin,  born  September  11,  1744, 
was  married  October  29,  1767,  to  Richard  Bache  ;  her  eight  children  were  :  1.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  2.  William,  3.  Sarah,  4.  Elizabeth  Franklin,  5.  Louis,  6.  Deborah,  7.  Eicbard, 
8.  Sarah.  Her  descendants,  numbering  at  the  present  time  nearly  two  hundred,  embrace  many 
distinguished  characters,  scientists,  physicians,  men  of  letters,  and  philanthropists.  Her 
.seventh  son,  Richard,  married,  in  1805,  Sophia  Dallas,  daughter  of  Alexander  James  Dallas, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1814,  and  sister  of  George  Mifflin  Dallas,  Vice-President  from 
1845  to  1849  ;  and  one  of  their  sons  was  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  the  intellectual  giant  who 
conceived  the  scientific  methods  for  the  development  of  the  Coast  Survey  of  the  United 
States,  a  work  which  conferred  benefits  upon  navigation  beyond  expression  in  language,  and 
made  his  name  honored  throughout  the  civilized  world  ;  another  son,  George,  was  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  and  lost  his  life  in  1846,  while  in  command  of  an  expedition  engaged 
in  the  hazardous  business  of  sounding  the  Gulf  Stream. 
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gress,  foreign  characters,  and  all  that  was  notable  in  the  pulpit,  halls  of 
learning,  or  private  walks  of  life  in  the  metrop(jlis.  Washington  ex- 
pressed himself  greatly  pleased  with  the  good  sense  and  eloquence  of  the 
speaker,^  the  tendency  of  whose  discourse,  he  said,  was  to  compare  "  the 
excellent  government  of  our  own  choice  with  what  it  would  have  been 
had  we  not  succeeded  in  our  opposition  to  the  attempts  of  Great  Britain 
to  enslave  us  ;  and  to  show  how  we  ought  to  cherish  the  blessings  within 
our  reach  and  cultivate  the  seeds  of  harmony  and  unanimity  in  our  public 
councils."  ^  Two  years  before  this,  Chancellor  Livingston  had  figured  as 
the  orator  of  the  4th  of  July  celebration  in  the  same  sacred  edifice,  and 
with  keen  political  foresight  pointed  out  the  course  in  which  things  were 
moving,  while  he  enriched  with  many  sagacious  reflections  and  happy 
aphorisms  his  varied  knowledge  of  historic  and  general  affairs.  Brock- 
hoist  Livingston  dwelt  more  definitely  upon  the  results  wdiich  were  then 
undeveloped,  and  with  the  habitual  flexibility  of  a  lawyer  who  had  chosen 
the  bar  as  a  pathway  to  the  career  of  public  life,  entered  with  mucli 
imagery  and  humor  into  the  popular  spirit  of  the  moment.  He  was  then 
thirty-three.  His  cousin,  the  Chancellor,  was  forty-three,  and  without  the 
sparkling  fancy  and  vivacity  which  were  the  former's  natural  gifts,  was 
cultured  and  accomplished  to  a  degree  of  elegance  not  often  met  at  that 
period  even  in  the  higher  circles  of  thought. 

The  mansion  of  the  Chancellor,  in  lower  Broadway,  was  sumptuously 
furnished.  Its  walls  were  adorned  with  Gobelin  tapestry  of  unique  design, 
and  beautiful  paintings  and  costly  ornaments  greeted  the  eye  in  every 
apartment.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  art-treasures,  and  his  well-filled 
l>urse  enabled  him  to  import  whatever  fancy  or  inclination  suggested.  He 
was  subsequently  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts,  an  association  organized  in  1801  and  incorporated  in  1808,  of  which 
he  was  chosen  the  first  president.  His  table-service  was  of  solid  silver 
valued,  it  is  said,  at  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  four  side-dishes 
each  weighed  twelve  and  one  half  pounds  ;  the  center-piece  used  on 
state  occasions  was  one  of  the  most  exquisite  and  costly  of  its  kind.  His 
country-seat  at  Clermont,  on  the  shore  of  the  Hudson,  with  its  library 
opening  into  a  greenhouse  and  orangery,  its  half-mile  lawn,  its  richly  cul- 
tivated gardens,  its  blossoming  orchards,  and  its  magnificent  forests,  was 
for  many  a  long  year  the  seat  of  a  princely  hospitality.     Foreign  notables, 

1  Brockholst  Livingston  was  appointed,  in  ]802,  jnJge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York, 
and  in  1806  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Tlie  grand- 
father of  Brockholst  Livingston  was  Philip,  second  Lord  of  the  Manor.  The  grandfather  of 
the  Chancellor  was  Robert,  younger  brother  of  Philip,  to  whom  was  granted  the  property  at 
Clermont.     Thus  the  two  Livingstons,  Brockholst  and  the  Chancellor,  were  second  cousins. 

2  WusldiKjtoiis  Diary. 
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and  all  that  was  most  distinguished  in  the  world  of  politics  and  letters 
were  entertained  under  its  roof;  and  on  numerous  occasions  as  for  in- 
stance, when  a  brilliant  reception  was  given  to  Lafayette,  the  'shinin<. 
waters  of  the  Hudson,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  were  white  with 
vessels  freighted  with 
gay  visitors.    While 

New  York  was  the  (ffy 

capital  of  the  nation, 
Washington,  more 
particularly  after  his 
removal  from  the 
Walter  Franklin  to 
the  McComb  man- 
sion, in  Broadwa} , 
was  in  the  practice 
of  dropping  in  to 
see  the  Chancelloi 
informally  at  an\ 
hour  suiting  his  con- 
venience, the  resi- 
dence of  the  lattei 
being  only  a  few  rods 
distant. 

Justice  Iredi' 
reached  New  York 
with  his  family  a 
ter  a  tiresome  and 
protracted  journey 
through  the  South- 
ern States,  and  established  his  residence  at  63  Wall  Street.  Born  in  Encr- 
land,  he  came  to  North  Carolina  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  studied  law 
with  Governor  Samuel  Johnston,  whose  sister  he  married  in  1773  Two 
of  his  brothers  were  clergymen  in  England;  and  his  son,  James,  became  a 
statesman  of  distinction— at  one  time  governor  of  North  Carolina.  Jud^e 
Iredell  was  on  intimate  social  terms  with  Dr.  Hugh  Williamson  who 
resided  with  his  wife's  family  at  the  Apthorpe  mansion.  The  faCorite 
drive  for  the  New-Yorkers  of  1790  was  what  Washington  styled  "the  four- 
teen miles'  round,"  the  route  being  over  the  "Old  Boston  Eoad,"  on  the 
line  of  Third  Avenue,  crossing  Murray  Hill  nearly  on  the  line  of  Lex- 
ington Avenue,  and  bearing  westward  to  McGowan's  Pass,  thence  to  tlie 
Bloommgdale  region,  where  the  beautiful  country-seats  wei'e  like  a  villa 


Chancellor  Robert  R    Li 


ngston. 

1  ir  t  Ir^sKlu.t     ftlK    \tukinj     f  I  ,nc   \rts 
1  >  \  iiKkrljii  m  po^sesbion  of  the  Nei%  "i  ork  Historical  Socn.t>  ) 
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of  villas,  and  so  down  on  tlie  Hudson  River  side  of  the  Island.  The 
President's  chariot  and  six  horses  were  on  this  road  nearly  every  pleasant 
day,  witli  many  other  imposing  equipages.  Dr.  Williamson  drove  into 
town  every  morning,  and  Judge  Iredell  often  returned  with  him  in  the 
afternoon,  to  discuss  politics  and  the  climate  of  America,  the  learned 
doctor  being  about  to  write  his  celebrated  octavo  volume  on  that  subject. 
Iredell  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  President  soon  after  his  arrival,  and 
writing  of  the  occasion,  he  said,  "  We  had  some  excellent  champagne ; 
and  after  it  I  had  the  honor  of  drinking  coffee  with  Mrs.  Washington." 

DurinfT  the  controversy  over  the  site  of  the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
ment the  President  was  incessantly  active  and  observant.  Harlem 
Heights,  Westchester,  and  portions  of  Long  Island  were  from  time  to 
time  suggested  as  suitable  localities  for  the  proposed  district.  Brooklyn 
and  Kingston  were  both  discussed  as  eligible.  "  Where  could  a  situation 
be  found  for  the  capitol  and  other  public  buildings  comparable  to  the 
heio-hts  of  Brooklyn  ?"  One  great  objection  was  its  exposure  to  hostile 
invasion.  Yet  the  harbor  was  claimed  to  be  as  capable  of  defense  as 
that  of  Philadelphia  or  Georgetown.  Kingston  was  declared  admirably 
adapted  for  the  site  of  a  great  city,  and  secure  from  the  attacks  of  an 
enemy.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  broached  the  subject,  was 
asked  if  he  bad  forgotten  that  Kingston  was  sacked  and  burnt  by  the 
British  in  the  War  of  Independence  ?  New  York  City  was  preferred  by 
the  majority  ;  the  members  from  the  East  could  reach  it  with  ease,  and 
it  was  accessible  by  sea  to  those  from  the  South.  But  neither  the  State 
nor  the  city  authorities,  writes  Duer,  were  willing  to  cede  the  territory 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ten  miles  square  which  must  include  it. 
Washington  having  previously  sent  over  his  servants,  horses,  and  carriage, 
crossed  to  Brooklyn,  and  drove  through  the  Long  Island  towns  of  Flat- 
bush,  New  Utrecht,  Gravesend,  Jamaica,  and  beyond  for  many  miles. 
He  breakfasted  at  Henry  Onderdonk's,  on  the  shore  of  Hempstead  Bay, 
at  what  is  now  the  pretty  village  of  Eoslyn,  and  dined  at  Flushing, 
twelve  miles  distant.  Mrs.  Jay  wrote  to  her  husband,  whose  duties  as 
chief  justice  had  carried  him  as  far  as  Boston  on  his  first  circuit  through 
New  England,  saying  :  "  Last  Monday  the  President  went  to  Long  Island 
to  pass  a  week  there.  On  Wednesday,  Mrs.  Washington  called  upon  me 
to  go  with  her  to  wait  upon  Miss  Van  Berckel,  and  on  Thursday  morning, 
agreeable  to  invitation,  myself  and  the  little  girls  took  an  early  breakfast 
with  her,  and  then  went  with  her  and  her  little  grandchildren  to  break- 
fast at  General  Morris's  at  :Morrisania.  We  passed  together  a  very  agree- 
able day,  and  on  our  return  dined  with  her,  as  she  would  not  take  a 
refusal.     After  which  I  came  home  to  dress,  and  she  was  so  polite  as  to 
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take  coffee  with  me  in  the  evening."  In  another  letter  Mrs.  Jay  wrote : 
"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  dined  with  me  on  Sunday  and  on  Tuesday." 
She  also  mentioned  having  entertained  JSIrs.  Iredell  and  her  daughter, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munro.  In  the  brilliant  circle  which  gathered  about 
Mrs.  Hamilton's  table  was  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon,  who  was 
the  newly  elected  State  senator,  although  scarcely  twenty-six,  a  model  of 
masculine  beauty  and  courtly  manners,  and  the  husband  of  Margaret, 
Mrs.  Hamilton's  sister.  His  only  brother,  Philip,  had  recently  married 
Ann,  tlie  daughter  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt.  In  the 
early  part  of  July  a  pleasure-party  was  inaugurated  for  a  drive  and  a 
dinner  at  the  Roger  Morris  mansion,  which,  with  its  extensive  acres  sur- 
rounding, had  been  confiscated,  and  was  in  the  hands  of  a  common  farmer. 
Washington,  the  gentlemen  of  his  family,  Mrs.  Lear,  the  children,  Vice- 
President  and  Mrs.  Adams,  the  son  of  the  Vice-President  and  Miss 
Smith,  .Secretary  and  Mrs.  Hamilton,  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Knox,  and 
Secretary  Jelferson,  proceeded  in  carriages  to  Harlem  Heights,  and  visited 
the  battle-fields  and  the  old  i)osition  of  Fort  Washington,  discussing  the 
fine  views  to  be  obtained  from  the  picturesque  elevation. 

While  New  England  was  content  to  have  Xew  York  remain  the  capital 
of  the  nation,  Pennsylvania  clamored  for  its  establishment  on  the  banks 
of  the  Delaware ;  and  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Virginia  were  anxious 
that  it  should  be  on  the  Potomac.  The  South  Carolinians  objected  to 
Philadelphia  because  her  Quakers  "  were  eternally  dogging  Southern 
members  with  their  schemes  of  emancipation."  The  Philadelphians 
would  not  listen  to  a  thought  of  New  York,  because  "  it  was  a  sink  of 
political  vice."  Dr.  Rush  wrote  to  Speaker  Muhlenberg,  upon  hearing 
that  the  discussion  had  turned  upon  the  Susquehanna,  "  Do  as  you  please, 
but  tear  Congress  away  from  New  York  in  any  way ;  do  not  rise  without 
effecting  this  business." 

"  The  question  of  residence  is  continually  entangling  every  measure 
proposed,"  wrote  Wolcott  from  New  York  in  tlie  early  part  of  July,  "  and 
a  party  which  is  gained  by  one  proposition  is  frequently  lost  by  the  re- 
sentment which  anotlier  party  can  excite  in  bringing  up  some  other 
question."  The  Assumption  Bill  and  the  site  of  the  future  capital  of  the 
Union  were  the  main  points  at  issue.  But  the  subject  of  slavery,  intro- 
duced by  a  petition  from  the  Quakers  of  Pemisylvania,  that  the  negroes 
should  receive  their  freedom,  signed  by  many  persons  from  other  States, 
created  no  little  warmth  ;  and  laws  of  great  variety  and  significance,  pen- 
sions for  Revolutionary  services,  the  patenting  of  useful  inventions,  reg- 
ulation of  the  mercantile  marine,  securing  to  authors  the  copyright  of 
their  works,  forming  the  groundwork  for  a  criminal  Code,  and  making 
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provision  for  embassies,  light-houses,  and  a  "  military  establishment,"  were 
among  the  problems  to  be  studied  and  solved  by  this  Congress.  The 
Assumption  Bill  created  such  feuds,  that  when  it  was  lost  in  the  House 
by  a  vote  taken  one  hot  July  afternoon,  the  whole  business  of  the  nation 
was  in  a  dead-lock.  The  Northern  members  threatened  secession  and 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  Congress  actually  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
because  opposing  parties  were  too  much  out  of  temper  to  discuss  or  do 
business  together.  Hamilton  was  in  despair.  Even  Washington  was 
alarmed,  and  begged  Jefferson  to  act  as  a  i)eace-maker  among  the 
members. 

He  was  on  his  way  to  see  the  President  one  morning  when  he  met 
Hamilton  on  the  street,  and  the  two  walked  arm  in  arm  backward  and 
forward  in  front  of  the  President's  house  in  Broadway  for  half  an  hour, 
Hamilton  explaining  with  the  utmost  earnestness  the  anger  and  disgust 
of  the  creditor  States,  and  the  innnediate  danger  of  disunion,  unless  the 
excitement  was  calmed  through  the  sacrifice  of  some  subordinate  principle. 
Hamilton  appealed  so  directly  to  Jefferson  for  aid  in  silencing  the  clamor 
which  menaced  the  very  existence  of  government,  that  the  latter  yielded, 
and  afterwards  said  he  "  was  most  innocently  made  to  hold  the  candle  " 
to  Hamilton's  "  fiscal  manceuvre  "  for  assuming  the  State  debts.  He  pro- 
posed that  Hamilton  should  dine  with  him  the  next  day,  inviting  two  or 
three  other  gentlemen  ;  and  at  the  dinner-table  the  situation  was  dis- 
cussed in  all  its  bearings.  It  was  finally,  agreed  that  two  of  the  Virginia 
members  should  support  the  Assumption  Bill,  and  that  Hamilton  and 
Eobert  Morris  should  command  tlie  Northern  influence  sufficient  to  insure 
the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  on  the  Potomac. 

The  compact  thus  entered  into  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  Hamilton's 
funding  system  by  a  small  majority  in  both  houses,  and  in  the  decision 
that  founded  the  city  of  Washington  on  its  present  site.  The  residence 
of  government  for  the  ten  coming  years  was  to  be  in  I'hiladelphia,  to 
give  opportunity  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  and  such  private 
dwellings  as  would  be  rec^uired  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  engaged 
in  puljlic  affairs. 

Hamilton's  original  proposition  concerning  the  State  debts  was  modified 
in  the  process  of  bloom.  The  specific  sum  of  twenty-one  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  was  assumed,  and  apportioned  among  the  States  in  a 
proximate  ratio  to  the  amounts  of  the  debts  of  each.  An  act  was  passed 
by  which  the  whole  of  the  domestic  debt  became  a  loan  to  the  nation, 
redeemable  at  various  times  and  at  various  rates  of  interest. 

When  the  great  national  debt  had  been  brought  into  tangible  shape, 
steps  were  taken  for  its  payment;    but  some   years  elapsed  before  the 
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system  was  complete.l.  The  public  cre.lit,  however,  was  immediately 
improved,  and  the  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  country  was  maoical 
Commerce  was  invigorated,  and  men  entered  into  agricultural  and  other 
pursuits  with  hopeful  and  brightening  views.  In  allusion  to  Hamilton's 
financial  scheme  and  its  bearing  on  the  public  welfare,  Daniel  Webster  a 
half-century  afterward,  exclaimed  :  "  He  smote  the  rock  of  the  national 
resources,  and  abundant  streams  of  revenue  gushed  forth." 

Meanwhile  the  experiment  was  to  be  triedrand  half  the  nation  doubted 
Its  success.  Jefferson  honestly  believed  the  whole  system  fraught  with 
mischief.  Party  discords  and  personal  enmities,  local  interests  a'^id  State 
jealousies,  jarred  Congress,  disturbed  the  harmony  of  Washington's  cabi- 
net, and  retarded  the  execution  of  every  measure.  The  adversaries  of 
any  plan  are  not  prone  to  cease  hostility  after  having  strenuously  opposed 
and  suffered  defeat.  In  all  free  communities  there  must  be  two  parties, 
they  are  a  balancing  necessity,  and  every  man  must  belong  to  one  or  an- 
other ;  therefore  his  motives  and  principles  should  be  judgml  by  his  con- 
duct and  character,  rather  than  by  the  side  he  takes.  "  An  empire  ^o 
circumstanced,"  wrote  Judge  Iredell,  "requires  to  be  discussed  with  the 
joint  aid  of  the  most  enlarged  and  comprehensive  minds,  and  with  the 
utmost  moderation  and  candor  to  make  allowances  for  those  unavoidable 
differences  of  opinion,  which  on  such  momentous  and  difficult  subjects 
Anil  arise  among  men  of  the  greatest  abilities  and  the  purest  and  most 
candid  intentions."!  Washington  had  refrained  from  expressino-  his 
sentiments  m  regard  to  the  act  for  funding  the  public  debt,  while  it  wa. 
under  debate  in  Congress,  but  he  was  a  decided  friend  to  the  measure 
He  was  also  silently  in  favor  of  the  bill  which  located  the  future  seat  of 
government  within  easy  drive  of  his  own  Virginia  estate. 

The  newspapers  of  New  York  during  the  summer  abounded  witli  pun- 
gent paragraphs  for  and  against  the  removal  of  the  government  A\'hen 
the  final  decision  was  announced,  a  caricature  print  appeared  representino- 
Kobert  Morris  marching  off  with  the  Federal  Hall  upon  his  shoulders  its 
windows  crowded  with  members  of  both  Houses  encouraging  or  anathe- 
matizing this  novel  mode  of  deportation,  while  the  devil  from  the  roof 
of  the  Paulus  Hook  ferry-house  beckoned  to  liim  patronizinglv,  crvino 
"  This  way,  Bobby  ! "  '    '        "      '"' 

^  Life  and   Correspondence  of  James  Iredell,  hy  G.  .1.  Meltee.     Iredell  was  tlie  justice  of 
he  Supren.e  Court  of  the  United  States,  who  was  quoted  in  England  as  "  a  jud.e  who 

rtl^ol'  Tt-^' ,  r;  "'  ""'"  "^""  ^  '^'^"  ''''''''  '''  ~-l  1-  residencefton,  the 
inet,opohs  to  Phx ladelphia,  Robert  Lenox,  a  distinguished  n.erehant  and  citizen  of  New  York, 
who  had  acted  as  h.s  agent,  wrote  to  hin,  :  "  It  was  never  my  intention  to  make  <-harge  for  any 

Z      V      Z  T     ?"'''  "'  *"  '•"^^^"'  •^""-     ^  «"^  ^efficiently  repaid  in  the  acquaint- 

ance of  a  gentlen.an  for  who.n  I  have  so  much  respect  :  and  if  I  haye  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  laid  a  foundation  for  your  friendship  also,  1  am  ivpaid  indeed." 


Auk.  12. 
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Congress  adjourned  on  the  12tli  of  August,  to  meet  u  Philadelphia  in 
December;  both  Houses  having  passed  resoluvions  thanking  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  "  for  the  elegant  and  con- 
venient accommodations  which  had  been  furnished  them."  The  day  ' 
following,  Federal  Hall  was  the  scene  of  the  famous  Indian  treaty  ratifi- 
cation described  upon  a  former  page.  This  was  the  last  time  that 
President  Washington  drove  to  Federal  Hall  in  an  official  capacity.  His 
six  prancing  horses  with  their  painted  hoofs,  and  his  cream-colored 
"^'  '  state  coach,  ornamented  with  cupids  supporting  festoons,  and  with 
borderings  of  flowers  around  the  panels,  would  no  longer  be  the  admira- 
tion of  Wall  Street.  But  the  principles  upon  which  alone  the  govern- 
ment could  live  had  been  determined  in  that  great  heart  of  the  nation, 
and  the  initiatory  questions  of  interpretation  settled.  The  blended  acute- 
ness  and  argumentation  of  thinkers,  philosophers,  orators,  jurists,  and 
statesmen  had  rendered  the  locality  memorable.  More  complex,  intricate, 
or  profound  subjects,  or  of  greater  importance  than  those  debated  in  1790, 
never  came  before  a  body  of  legislators.  Illustrious  memories  will  ever  be 
cherished,  in  spite  of  the  changes  which  have  placed  the  marl)le  structure 
which  guards  the  golden  treasures  of  our  government  upon  the  site  of 
Federal  Hall,  and  converted  Wall  Street  into  the  vital  business  point 
where  all  the  life  pulses  ebb  and  flow  of  a  great  community,  which  has 
its  financial,  commercial,  social,  and  domestic  roots  stretched  to  the  re- 
motest quarters  of  tlie  globe. 

On  the  14th  of  August  Washington  sailed  for  Newport,  accompanied 
by  Secretary  Jefferson,  Governor  Clinton.  Jud<>e  Blair,  and  other 

Aui'.  14.  ■  o  ' 

prominent  characters.  He  was  welcomed  witli  great  enthusiasm ; 
after  spending  a  few  days  he  visited  Providence,  and  returned   to  the 

city  on  the  21st  much  improved  in  healtli.  He  immediately 
'^^'  '  made  preparations  for  a  journey  to  ]\Iount  Vernon.  The  day  be- 
fore his  departure  from  New  York  he  entertained  at  dinner  the  mayor 
and  corporation  of  the  city,  and  Governor  Clinton ;  also  Lieutenant 
Governor  Van  Cortlandt,  and  his  son  Pierre,  a  young  man  of  excellent 
parts  who,  two  years  later  was  a  member  of  the  State  legislature,  and  who 
must  have  been  forcibly  reminded  of  an  incident  in  connection  with  one 
of  Washington's  former  dinner  invitations — which  he  was  fond  of  relat- 
ing in  after  years.  Being  a  lad  of  fourteen  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
he  was  consigned  to  the  new  college  at  New  Brunswick,  for  his  education, 
his  father  writing  a  letter  introducing  him  to  Washington,  then  in  New 
Jersey.  Young  Pierre  presented  the  letter,  but  his  courage  oozed  away, 
to  use  his  own  language,  in  the  stately  presence,  and  when  invited  to 
dinner  the   next   day  he   stanmiered  a  faint  "  Yes."     As  the  time  drew 
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near,  however  to  appeal-  agaia  before  the  great  personage,' he  was  over- 
co„,e  w,t .  t.uad.ty,  and  after  n.arch.ng  toward,,  head.nar  ers  f„,  a  Me 
d  stance  he    urned  about  and  .un  hon.e.     The  next  morning  he 
dentally  met  Washrngton.  who,  before  he  eould  escape,  exclaimed,  "Ma  t  r 
Cortlandt  where  were  yon  yesterday  ? "     The  boy  tried  to  arti  ulate  an 

we  w,ii  ■  T"  "''™  ""'  ''•'■'""  ^-^l'^''^''  y™  «'  di™-  yesterday 
wa  ted  a  few  n.onrents  for  you;  yon  inconvenienced  my  fan.ily  y' 
la  Img  to  keep  your  word  ;  yon  are  a  young  lad.  Master  Cortlandt  and 
let  me  advzse  yon,  hereafter,  when  you  make  a  promise  or  an  enga.  me^t 
never  firil  to  keep  it ;  Good  morning,  Master  Cortlandt :  » 

New    Ym?  'Z.^'^'^T"'' ,'°'"^'"'  "'^'^''  W-«l""S'on  established  in 
Weu    Ymk    were   maintained  m  Philadelphia  with  little  change      On 

Tuesdays,at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  his  dining-room  wasthrow 
p  11,  from  which  the  chairs  had  previously  been  removed,  and  the  P^^ 
dent  was  seen  by  the  approaching  visitor  standing  before  the  firepkce  in 
oat  and  breeches  of  rich  black  velvet,  with  a'white  or  pearl-'coTor  d 
atin  vest,  silver  knee-buckles  and  shoe-buckles,  a  cocked  hat  in  hi" 
bis  hair  povvdered  and  gathered  into  a  silk  hag,  and  an  elegant  swo  Tin' 
Its  s  abbard  of  polished  white  leather  at  his  side.     He  w^s  usually    nr- 
oiinded  by  the  gentlemen  of  his  cabinet  and  others  of  distinct    !  aL 
citizens  and  sti^igers,  properly  introduced,  were  always  admitted.     He 
neve   shook  hands  on  these  occasion,.     At  the  levees  of  Mrs.  Washing! 
on  Fudays  he  appeared  as  a  private  .gentleman,  without  hat  or  sword  and 
conversed  without  restraint.  ' 

He  regretted  leaving  the  McComb  mansion,  although  that  of  Robert 

atnfl  ,  T         '"  '"='"' "°''  "''°"'  tWrty-two  feet  wide,  with 

the  hist-  two  on  one  side  of  the  hall  and  one  on  the  other.     The  door 

r  edifir  '  T"  '^"^  '"""  °'  »■■">■  •'""-'  ^-l  -  each  side     f 

the  ed  fice  were  gardens  filled  with  trees  and  shrubbery     Washin-ton 

was"^     : ir"      '>T"^r=°"'™<^»*«  "^'^  '--".^  without',additions.  ^-H 
was  not  well  pleased  with  certain  difficulties  he  encountered  in  tryii,.  to 
ascertain  what  it  would  cost  Hi™,  and  fancied  the  policy  of  delav  wiu" 
Hs  lessee  was  to  see  to  what  heights  rents  would  rise.     Ifter  writin.    o 

n    hedTu  '  ;'"''"  T"™'  "'  *^  "'»"-  -  "■'-''  i'  ^h-""  •«'■".■- 
do le   b  TT  '"''  ^'''li"°"^™  >"ade.lie  added:  nVhenallis 

done  t  at  can  be  done,  the  residence  will  not  be  as  commodious  as  that  I 

0    tw  Ive^'"  ^:  '"'  "■'  ^'*"''^'  '''  ^'"'i  "^^y  -e-  «'»d,  but 

fo.  twelve  hoi-ses  only     There  was  a  room  over  them  which  niL^ht  serve 
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the  coachman  and  postilions,  and  a  coach-house  M'hich  would  hold  all 
his  carriages.  He  had  also  observed  a  smoke-house  which  he  thought 
might  "  possibly  be  more  valuable  for  the  use  of  servants  than  the  smoking 
of  meats."  He  gave  minute  directions  for  the  packing  of  porcelain,  glass, 
and  other  articles.  And,  what  is  more,  he  suggested  in  his  written  com- 
nmnications  the  precise  and  particular  spot  where  every  household  god 
was  to  be  placed  when  unpacked  in  his  new  home.  He  told  Mr.  Lear 
that  he  miglit  appropriate  "  a  small  room  adjoining  the  kitchen  for  the 
Sevres  china,  and  other  things  nut  in  common  use,"  and  questioned 
whether  a  green  or  a  yellow  curtain  should  be  "  appropriated  to  the  stair- 
case above  the  hall." 

The  President's  final  farewell  to  Xew  York  was  extremely  touching. 
He  had  intended  to  avoid  all  ceremony.     But  as  the  hour  of  his 

"^'  '  departure  approached  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  Broadway  filled 
with  people,  and  Governor  Clinton,  Lieutenant-Governor  Van  Cortlandt, 
with  the  principal  officers  of  the  State,  jNIayor  Varick  and  the  corporation 
of  the  city,  the  clergy,  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  a  large  nunil)er 
of  distinguished  Xew-Yorkers  appeared,  to  do  the  final  honors,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  officers  of  the  national  government.  The  President  passed 
the  threshold  of  his  residence  at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Washington  and  the  various  members  of  his  family,  and  was  escorted 
to  the  beautiful  barge  which  had  been  presented  to  him  on  his  arrival  at 
the  metropolis  the  year  before.  At  the  wharf  he  turned  and  surveyed  the 
scene.  The  crowd  was  immense,  standing  in  tearful  silence.  He  spoke  a 
few  words,  expressive  of  the  sense  he  entertained  of  the  courtesy  and 
kindness  of  the  citizens  during  his  residence  among  them,  but  seemed 
overcome  with  emotion.  The  instant  he  stepped  into  the  barge  thirteen 
guns  announced  the  fact  from  the  battery  ;  he  stood  upright  while  the 
boat  shoved  off,  and  waved  his  hat,  with  the  single  word,  "  Farewell,"  at 
which  a  prolonged  shout  arose  from  the  multitude  which  seemed  to  drown 
even  the  echo  of  the  guns.  Governor  Clinton,  Chief  Justice  Jay,  Mayor 
Varick,  and  Hamilton,  Knox,  and  Osgood  accompanied  him  to  Paulus 
Hook. 

The  rough  corduroy  road  from  this  point  to  Xewark  proved  very  tire- 
some to  the  whole  party.  The  coachman  showed  such  want  of  skill  in 
driving,  that  before  reaching  Elizabeth  they  were  obliged  "to  take  him 
from  the  coach  and  put  him  on  the  wagon.  This  he  turned  over  twice," 
wrote  Washington,  "and  has  also  got  the  horses  in  the  habit  of  stopping." 

Many  another  liorse  acquired  the  same  habit  during  the  months  that 
followed.  The  removal  of  households  to  Philadelphia  commenced  imme- 
diately ;    and  during  the  whole  autumn  the  roads  through  New  Jersey, 
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writes  Griswold,  "  looked  like  a  street  in  New  York  on  the  first  of  ]\Iay." 
The  New-Euglanders  were  less  pleased  with  the  change  than  the  New- 
Yorkers  themselves.  They  could  not  discover  that  the  Quakers  were 
so  much  better  than  other  men.  "  Some  of  them  wore  powder,  silver 
buckles,  and  ruffles ! "  Oliver  Wolcott  wrote  in  September  from  New 
York :  "  I  have  at  length  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  with  much  difficulty 
procured  a  house.  The  rent  is  one  hundred  pounds,  which  is  excessive, 
being  near  double  what  would  have  been  exacted  before  the  question 
of  residence  was  determined.  Philadelphia  is  a  large  and  elegant  city. 
It  did  not,  however,  strike  me  with  all  the  astonishment  which  the 
citizens  predicted.  I  have  seen  many  of  their  principal  men,  and  dis- 
cover nothing  that  tempts  me  to  idolatry." 

The  family  of  Vice-President  Adams  tarried  on  the  bank  of  the 
Hudson  until  frost  came.  Their  furniture  was  shipped  in  a  small  ves- 
sel for  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Adams  reached  the  Quaker  City  to  find  her 
new  residence.  Bush  Hill,  on  the  Schuylkill,  in  possession  of  painters, 
brushes  in  hand.  She  wrote  to  her  daughter,  "  It  is  a  beautiful  place, 
but  the  grand  and  sublime  I  left  at  Richmond  Hill."  In  the  midst  of 
the  confusion  of  "  boxes,  barrels,  chairs,  tables,  trunks,"  fires  that  would  not 
burn  because  of  wet  fuel,  cold,  damp  rooms,  and  fresh  paint,  nearly  every 
member  of  the  household  sickened  with  colds  or  rheumatism  ;  "  and 
every  day,  the  stormy  ones  excepted,  from  eleven  until  three,  the  house  was 
filled  with  ladies  and  gentlemen."  Mrs.  Adams  said  she  endeavored  to 
have  one  room  decent  for  their  reception,  and  was  constantly  assured  that 
she  was  much  better  off  than  Mrs.  Washington  would  be  upon  her  arrival, 
whose  house  was  not  likely  to  be  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
*'  And  when  all  is  done  it  will  not  be  Broadway  ! "  Mrs.  Adams  thought 
if  New  York  wanted  any  revenge  for  the  removal,  her  citizens  would 
need  only  to  come  to  the  new  capital,  where  it  was  not  possible  for  the 
satellites  of  government  to  be  half  as  well  accommodated  as  in  the  metrop- 
olis —  at  least  for  a  long  time  to  come.  "  Every  article  has  risen  to 
almost  double  its  price,"  she  wrote.  "  One  would  suppose  that  the  people 
th(jught  Mexico  w^as  before  them  and  Congress  its  possessors."  "  You 
cannot  turn  round  without  paying  a  dollar,"  said  Jeremiah  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire.  And  even  James  Monroe  remarked,  "  The  city  seems  at 
present  to  be  mostly  inhabited  by  sharpers." 

Matters  gradually  adjusted  themselves,  and  regrets  for  New  York  were 
lost  in  the  agreeable  and  stirring  events  of  the  winter.     Congress  com- 
menced its  third  session  on  the  6th  of  December,  and  was  actively 
busy  with  public  .affairs  until  the  3d  of  March,  1791.     Two  im- 
portant measures,  the  tax  on  distilled  spirits  of  domestic  manufacture. 
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and  a  national  bank,  were  vehemently  and  angrily  discussed,  and  finally 
adopted.  The  opponents  of  the  bank  denied  its  necessity  or  utility, 
and  said  that  Congress  had  no  authority  from  the  Constitution  to  create 
any  corporation  wliatever.  The  question  involved  principles  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  United  States,  and  the  subject  was  viewed  in 
every  shade  of  light.  Hamilton,  with  scholastic  logic,  calmly  reasoned 
that  the  measure  in  question  was  a  proper  method  for  the  execution  of 
the  several  powers  which  were  enumerated,  and  also  contended  that  the 
right  to  employ  it  resulted  from  the  whole  of  them  taken  together.  The 
preamble  to  the  bill  foretold  "  that  it  would  be  conducive  to  the  success- 
ful conducting  of  the  national  finances,  give  facility  to  the  obtaining  of 
loans  for  the  use  of  the  government  in  sudden  emergencies,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  considerable  advantage  to  trade  and  industry  in  general." 
Jefferson  was  intolerant  of  banks.  He  said  they  were  "  instituted  by  a 
moneyed  aristocracy,"  and  that  the  public  was  "  abandoned  to  avarice  and 
swindlers  by  a  paper  currency."  Hamilton's  projects  were  in  his  eye& 
only  powerful  engines  for  the  completion  of  machinery  by  which  the 
whole  action  of  the  legislature  would  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
Treasury  —  and  shaped  to  further  a  monarchial  system  of  government. 
Hamilton  and  Jefferson  wrangled  continually.  "  Why  should  either  of 
you  be  so  tenacious  of  your  opinions  as  to  make  no  allowance  for  those 
of  the  other  ? "  exclaimed  Washington. 

The  bank  went  into  operation,  and  although  the  question  of  its  expedi- 
ency agitated  the  public  mind  and  divided  the  national  councils  for  many 
years  afterwards,  experience  has  shown  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  an 
institution  to  enable  the  government  to  manage  its  great  concerns. 

The  city  of  Washington  was  not  yet  laid  out,  and  immediately  after 
Congress  adjourned  in  the  spring  of  1791  the  President  made  a  tour 
through  the  Southern  States,  his  first  business  being  to  confer  with  the 
landholders  and  arrange  for  the  purchase  of  the  site  of  the  future  capital. 
1791.  He  left  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  of  March,  precisely  at  noon,  and 
March  21.  ^yj^g  attended  for  some  miles  by  Jefferson  and  Knox.  The  roads 
were  so  muddy  that  he  was  five  days  in  journeying  to  Annapolis.  In  his. 
diary,  he  wrote :  "  I  was  accompanied  by  Major  Jackson ;  my  equipage 
and  attendance  consisted  of  a  chariot  and  four  horses  drove  in  hand,  a. 
light  baggage-wagon  and  two  horses,  four  saddle-horses,  besides  a  led  one 
for  myself,  and  five  dependents,  to  wit,  my  valet  de  chambre,  two  foot- 
men, a  coachman,  and  a  postilion." 

New  York  languished  for  several  months  after  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  government.  The  winter  was  particularly  dull.  The  chief  excitement- 
grew  out  of  the  election  of  Aaron  Burr  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
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States.  Schuyler  had,  on  casting  lots,  drawn  the  shortest  term,  which 
would  expire  with  the  present  session  of  Congress  ;  hence  it  became 
necessary  to  fill  the  seat  thus  made  vacant.  Schuyler  was  a  candidate 
for  re-election,  and  Burr  was  his  competitor.  Schuyler  was  a  man  of 
integrity  and  commanding  appearance,  but  a  strong  partisan,  who  bore 
the  scars  of  former  political  contests  ;  and  he  was  thoroughly  identified 
with  Hamilton,  wdiose  financial  scheme  was  rending  the  community  in 
twain.  Personally  he  was  reputed  austere  and  aristocratic,  which  did  not 
enhance  his  popularity.  Burr  was  a  new  man  in  politics,  was  opposed  to 
the  ultras  of  both  parties,  and  stood  before  the  people  an  educated  and 
accomplished  gentleman,  who  would  represent  the  State  fairly  through 
his  moderation.  He  was  opposed  to  Hamilton's  measures,  and  he  was  to 
all  appearances  equally  opposed  to  Clinton.  He  was  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  small  of  stature  and  well-formed,  with  handsome  features,  black 
eyes  of  piercing  brilliancy,  and  an  irresistibly  pleasing  address.  His 
specialty  was  to  shine.  Except  Hamilton,  he  was  thought  to  be  the  finest 
orator  in  the  State,  and  by  many  was  considered  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
and  persuasive  public  speakers  of  the  age.  It  was  nine  years  since  he 
puzzled  the  writers  of  biographical  gossip  by  marrying  Mrs.  Prevost,  the 
widow  of  a  British  officer  ten  years  older  than  himself,  who  had  two 
rollicking  sons,  and  no  great  estate.  The  lady  was  not  even  beautiful ; 
but  she  was  highly  cidtivated,  with  great  loveliness  of  character,  and  the 
marriage  had  proved  a  happy  one,  notwithstanding  Burr's  moral  defects. 
They  were  not  much  in  society ;  but  Burr  often  said  in  after  years  that  if 
his  manners  were  superior  to  those  of  men  in  general  it  was  owing  to  the 
insensible  influence  of  his  wife.  He  had  been  two  years  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  State,  prior  to  which  time,  in  addition  to  great  industry  in  his 
profession,  he  had  served  one  term  in  the  Legislature.  He  had  also  been 
one  of  three  commissioners,  in  1790,  upon  whom  New  York  devolved  the 
duty  of  classifying  and  deciding  upon  the  claims  of  individuals  for  ser- 
vices rendered  and  losses  sustained  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  These 
claimants  were  legion.  Some  had  served  in  the  State  militia,  others  in 
the  Continental  army,  many  in  both.  Some  had  supplied  provisions 
to  both  descriptions  of  troops,  others  had  had  their  estates  overrun  and 
houses  pillaged  or  burned  by  the  enemy.  Some  of  the  claims  were  for 
thousands  of  dollars,  others  for  the  value  of  horses,  cattle,  or  a  few  tons  of 
hay.  In  the  throng  of  claimants  were  numberless  rogues  w^hose  accounts 
needed  the  closest  scrutiny.  And  when,  after  all  the  trouble,  the  justice 
of  a  claim  was  established,  it  was  often  a  difficult  point  to  decide  whether 
it  was  the  national  or  the  State  government  that  ought  to  discharge  it. 
In  some  cases  both  seemed  liable,  and  the  commissioners  must  decide  in 
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what  proportion.  The  investigation  occupied  many  months,  and  at  its 
close  Burr  drew  up  a  report  which  was  remarkable  for  its  clear  and 
concise  statement  of  the  principles  upon  which  claims  had  been  allowed, 
rejected,  or  excluded  from  consideration,  and  which  was  accepted  by  the 
Legislature  without  opposition  or  amendment. 

In  1791  he  was  appointed  to  serve  on  another  commission  of  grave 
importance,  the  issue  of  which  advanced  the  reputation  of  no  one  con- 
cerned. It  was  to  dispose  of  the  wild  unappropriated  lands  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  which  at  the  close  of  the  war  amounted  to  more  than  seven 
millions  of  acres.  As  a  matter  of  State  policy  it  was  thought  best  to  offer 
inducements  to  such  persons  as  were  willing  to  find  a  lodgment  in  the 
vast  wilderness,  therefore  a  law  was  enacted  authorizing  these  commis- 
sioners to  sell  land  "  in  such  parcels,  on  such  terms,  and  in  such  manner 
as  they  should  judge  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  public." 
Powers  more  unlimited  were  never  confided  to  any  body  of  men,  not  ex- 
cepting the  old  Dutch  mercantile  companies.  The  vote  in  the  Legislature 
creating  the  statute  was  nearly  or  quite  unanimous,  and  evidently  met 
the  approval  of  both  political  parties.  The  commission  consisted  of  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  the  State  secretary,  Lewis  Allaire  Scott,  the  attorney-general, 
Aaron  Burr,  the  State  treasurer,  Gerard  Bancker,  and  the  auditor,  Peter 
T.  Ourtenius. 

During  the  summer  these  gentlemen  sold  the  enormous  quantity  of 
five  and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  at  an  average  price  of  about  eighteen 
cents  per  acre,  in  prodigious  tracts  —  one  for  three  shillings  an  acre, 
another  for  two  shillings,  and  some  for  one  shilling.  The  most  extraor- 
dinary sale  of  all  was  one  to  Alexander  McComb,  of  more  than  three 
million  six  hundred  thousand  acres,  at  the  seemingly  incredible  price  of 
eightpence  per  acre,  payable  in  five  annual  instalments,  without  interest, 
subject  to  a  discount  of  six  per  cent  if  paid  in  advance.  Large  parcels 
were  sold  to  other  persons,  among  whom  were  James  Caldwell  and  John 
and  Nicholas  Eoosevelt. 

As  soon  as  these  transactions  were  made  public  an  outcry  arose  in  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  resolutions  of  censure  were  moved  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. It  was  broadly  insinuated  that  the  governor  and  his  friends  were 
personally  interested  in  the  purchases.  This  met  with  a  total  denial  on 
the  part  of  the  commissioners,  who  emphatically  asserted  that  no  higher 
ofiers  for  the  land  could  be  obtained,  and  that  the  chief  object  of  the  State 
in  selling  was  to  bring  private  interest  to  bear  upon  the  actual  settlement 
of  the  waste  places.  Hammond  says,  "  After  a  long  and  acrimonious 
discussion  of  the  resolutions  of  censure,  they  were  finally  rejected,  and 
Melancthon  Smith,  as  pure  a  man  as  ever  lived,  introduced  a  resolution 
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approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners,  which  was  adopted  in  the 
Assembly  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  twenty." 

One  of  the  curiosities  in  the  turn  of  the  political  wheel  was  the  sup- 
port given  to  Burr,  in  opposition  to  Schuyler,  by  the  Livingstons.     The 
Chancellor  suddeiily  veered  from  the  Federal  party,  giving  as  a  reason  ^  ^ 
his  want  of  sympathy  with  the  views  of  Hamilton.     Some  said  he  was    \ 
disappointed  in  not  having  been  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States     / 
or  at  least  tendered  some  of  the  great  offices  of  the  general  government.'   7 
His  brother-in-law,  Morgan  Lewis,  received  the  appointment  of  attorney-    7 
general  when  Burr  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.     Schuyler  felt  his  defeat 
acutely,  and  Hamilton  was  excessively  annoyed.     As  for  Burr,  his  trans- 
cendent abilities  and  corrupt  principles  were  henceforward  cast  into  the 
political  caldron.     His  career  as  a  senator  commenced  October  24,  1791, 
with  the  compliment  of  being  named  chairman  of  a  committee  of  three,  to 
prepare  a  reply  to  the  annual  speech  of  President  Washington  before  the 
two  Houses  assembled  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  merchants  of  Xew  York  about  this  time  formed  an  association  with 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  business  center  for  the  commercial  community, 
called  the  "  Tontine  Association  "  in  honor  of  Tonti,  a  Neapolitan,  who' 
introduced  a  similar  scheme  into  France  in  1(553.  The  word  "Tontine" 
was  to  designate  "a  loan  advanced  by  a  number  of  associated  capitalists 
for  life  annuities,  with  benefit  to  survivorship."  The  Tontine  buildina 
was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  Streets,  between  the  years 
1792  and  1794,  and  the  Association  was  formally  incorporated  during  the 
year  last  mentioned.  Among  the  merchants  who  pushed  forwarcf  the 
enterprise  were  John  Broome,  John  Watts,  Gulian  Verplanck,  John 
Delafield,  and  William  Laight.^ 

1  John  Broome,  for  si.x  successive  years  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State,  was  born  and 
educvted  m  New  ^ork,  studying  law  in  the  office  of  Governor  William  Livingston,  althouc^h 
diverted  from  the  legal  profession  into  the  importing  business  by  Ins  brother,  Samuel  Broon^e 
who  marned  Miss  Nugent,  niece  and  adopted  daughter  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker  com- 
mander of  the  British  Heetou  our  coast.  Bio<,raphics  of  Fnrncis  Lewis  and  Morgana  Lewis,  by 
their  granddaughter,  Julia  Delafield.  His  father  was  an  Englishman,  his  mother  a  French- 
woman, Mane  de  la  Tourette.  The  parents  of  this  lady  were  the  young  Count  and  Countess 
de  la  Tourette  of  an  ancient  Huguenot  family,  and  were  residents  at  the  old  chateau  in  La 
\  endee  when  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was  revoked.  The  count  was  informed  that  his  name  was 
on  the  list  of  the  proscribed,  and  that  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  escape  would  cost  him  his 
lite.  He  proceeded  to  give  a  large  entertainment  to  which  all  the  neighboring  gentry  were 
invited  and  when  the  gayety  was  at  its  height,  stole  with  the  countess  from  the  banqnetincr 
hall  and  escaped  on  foot  to  the  sea-shore,  where  a  vessel  bound  for  Charleston  lay  at  anchor 
taking  with  them  only  their  jewels  and  their  Huguenot  Bible.  The  ship  was  cast  away  on 
Staten  Island,  where  the  countess  gave  birth  to  the  daughter  who  subsequently  became  the 
mother  of  John  Broome.  The  reader  has  observed  the  name  of  this  gentleman  on  the  Revo- 
lutionary  committees  an.l  in  tlie  New  York  Congress  .hiring  the  war.     He  married  Rebecca 
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Ciouverneur  ]\Iorris  wrote  constantly  from  France,  and  his  letters  were 
filled  with  the  shocking  excesses  of  the  Eevolutionists  in  that  troubled 
kingdom.  In  the  spring  of  1792  he  was  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Court ;  but  his  ser- 
vices in  that  direction  were  destined  to  be  of  short  duration.  Down 
to  this  period  the  great  mass  of  Americans  were  ardent  sympathizers 
with  the  French  reformers.  But  Washington,  Hamilton,  Adams,  Rufus 
King,  and  other  leading  conservatives  began  to  think  the  French  Revolu- 
tion essentially  diabolical,  an  opinion  which  deepened  when  the  news 
came  that  Lafayette  had  lost  his  authority  and  was  in  personal  danger, 
and  that  the  French  nation  was  governed  by  Jacobin  clubs.  "  Ah  !  the 
fact  is,"  said  Jefferson,  "  Gouverneur  Morris  is  a  high-flying  monarchy 
man,  shutting  his  eyes  and  his  faith  to  every  fact  against  his  wishes." 

Meanwhile  New  York  must  needs  elect  a  governor,  as  Clinton's  term  of 
office  expired  in  the  summer.  Both  political  parties  were  intensely  ex- 
cited on  the  subject.  The  Federalists  were  some  time  in  fixing  upon 
a  candidate.  They  applied  to  Judge  Yates,  and  to  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, the  patroon,  both  of  whom  declined.  Chancellor  Livingston  was 
invited  and  declined.  Chief  Justice  Jay  was  much  desired,  but  his  high 
office  under  the  national  government  and  his  aversion  to  party  warfare 
made  it  seem  improbable  that  he  would  permit  his  name  to  be  used. 
Aaron  Burr  was  suggested.  Through  the  influence  of  Schuyler  and 
Hamilton,  Jay  finally  accepted  the  nomination,  and  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer that  of  lieutenant-governor.  On  the  other  hand,  George  Clinton 
and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  were  nominated  for  a  re-election. 

The  council  of  appointment  consisted  of  David  Pye,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt, the  military  son  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, and  William  Powers.  The  State  canvassers  were  David  Geltson, 
Thomas  Tillotson,  whose  wife  was  one  of  the  Chancellor's  sisters,  Melanc- 
thon  Smith,  Daniel  Graham,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Jr.,  David  McCarty, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Samuel  Jones,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Leonard  Ganesvoort, 
and  Joshua  Sands.  The  election  was  the  closest  and  angriest  the  State 
had  yet  seen,  and  the  issue  exasperated  parties  more  than  the  strife 
itself.     There  was  an  informality  in  the  canvass,  and  both  sides  claimed 

Lloyd,  of  Lloyd's  Neck.  He  was  an  alderman  of  the  city,  at  one  time  City  Treasurer,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  also  President  of  the  New  York  Insurance  Company. 
His  daughter  Sarah  married  James  Boggs,  many  years  President  of  the  Phrenix  Bank  ;  and 
his  daughter  Julia  married  Colonel  John  Livingston,  great-grandson  of  the  second  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  who  purchased  an  estate  on  Lake  Skaneateles  and  afterwards  received  a  premium  for 
the  best  cultivated  land  in  the  country,  and  who  was  also  marshal  of  the  northern  district 
of  New  York  for  twenty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Boggs  left  two  daughters,  Mary,  married  Ricli- 
nnl  Kav,  and  Julia  Augusta,  married  Lrwis  H.  Livingston. 
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the  victory.  Of  the  eleven  canvassers  named,  seven  announced  that  Clin- 
ton had  carried  the  State  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  eight  votes, 
while  the  remaining  four  declared  that  the  victory  belonged  to  Jay.  After 
many  stormy  discussions  they  agreed  to  request  the  opinion  of  New  York's 
two  United  States  Senators,  Eufus  King  and  Aaron  Burr. 

It  was  a  peculiar  question.  The  law  then  required  the  votes  of  a 
county  to  be  sealed  by  the  inspectors  of  election,  and  delivered  to  the 
sheriff,  who  was  to  convey  it  intact  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  On  this 
occasion  the  County  of  Otsego  had  no  sheriff.  Richard  E.  Smith  had 
held  that  office,  but  his  term  had  expired.  Another  sheriff  had  been 
appointed,  but  had  not  yet  been  sworn  in ;  and  during  the  interregnum 
the  important  business  of  receiving  and  conveying  the  votes  had  pre- 
.sented  itself.  Of  course  Smith  performed  the  duty.  But  he  was  not  the 
sheriff.  He  had  been  elected  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  an  office 
incompatible  with  that  of  sheriff,  and  had  actually  taken  his  seat  at 
the  board  and  performed  official  acts.  The  Republicans  protested  that 
the  votes  received  and  sent  by  him  could  not  be  legally  canvassed.  The 
county  had  given  Jay  about  four  hundred  majority,  and  if  those  votes 
were  not  excluded  Jay  was  governor.  The  two  senators,  upon  conference, 
found  that  an  irreconcilable  difference  of  opinion  existed  between  them 
on  the  subject.  King  was  for  admitting  the  votes,  Burr  for  rejecting  them. 
Each  consulted  several  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  land  before  giving 
his  opinion,  and  could  exhibit  an  imposing  array  of  names  in  its  support. 
King  was  for  having  justice  done ;  Burr  for  having  the  law  observed. 
The  canvassers,  thus  left  to  choose,  followed  the  political  preferences 
of  the  majority  of  their  number,  and  pronounced  George  Clinton  duly 
elected. 

The  exasperation  of  the  Federalists  was,  for  a  time,  almost  beyond 
control,  and  the  State  seemed  in  danger  of  anarchy.  As  each  senator  had 
decided  in  favor  of  his  own  party,  the  motives  of  both  were  assailed. 
Public  meetings  were  held,  and  the  governor  was  denounced  as  a  usurper 
and  the  canvassing  committee  as  corrupt.  Loud  protests  were  made 
against  the  legality  of  Clinton's  acts.  At  this  juncture  nothing  but  the 
conduct  of  John  Jay  saved  the  State  from  temporary  confusion. 

He  was  holding  Circuit  Court  at  Bennington,  in  Vermont,  when  the 
decision  of  the  canvassers  was  made  known.  Upon  his  return  his  politi- 
cal friends  met  him  in  crowds  at  the  State  line,  and  his  journey  home 
was  one  continued  ovation.  Public  dinners,  addresses,  and  salutes  of 
artillery  greeted  him  at  Albany,  Lansingburg,  Hudson,  and  other  towns 
on  the  route.  When  within  eight  miles  of  New  York  City,  he  was  met 
by  a  body  of  citizens  and  escorted  to  his  house  with  every  demonstration 
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of  affection.  A  public  meeting  was  called,  and  amid  highly  inflamma- 
tory addresses  expression  was  given  to  the  general  indignation  be- 
cause of  the  measures  taken  to  deprive  him  of  the  office  to  which 
he  had  been  elected.  Jay  was  calm  and  dignified  through  all  these  ex- 
citing scenes,  and  his  words  breathed  such  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
moderation  that  order  was  restored.  "  They  who  do  what  they  have  a 
right  to  do,  give  no  just  cause  of  offense,"  he  said,  "  therefore  every  consid- 
eration of  propriety  forbids  that  difference  of  opinion  respecting  candidates 
should  suspend  or  interrupt  the  mutual  good-humor  and  benevolence 
which  harmonize  society  and  soften  the  asperities  of  human  life  and  hu- 
man affairs."  A  few  days  later  a  public  dinner  was  given  to  Jay,  and  on 
retiring  from  table,  the  whole  company,  as  a  mark  of  respect,  waited  upon 
him  to  his  house.  It  was  an  unusual  spectacle,  that  of  a  popular  leader 
striving  to  modify  the  temper  of  those  who  believed  him  to  be  the  right- 
ful governor  and  were  burning  to  redress  his  wrongs.  Governor  Clinton 
took  the  oath  of  office  on  the  18th  of  July,  and  on  the  19th  a  great 
^  ^  '  dinner  was  tendered  him  by  his  political  friends.  Samuel  Os- 
good, as  chairman  of  a  committee,  addressed  Clinton,  aiiimadverting  with 
much  severity  on  the  conduct  of  his  opponents  ;  to  which  Clinton  replied 
in  a  gentlemanly  and  conciliatory  manner.  AVhen  the  legislature  con- 
vened in  November,  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the  canvass 
poured  in  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  A  tedious  investigation 
ensued.  The  law  regulating  elections  had  made  the  decisions  of  the 
canvassers  final ;  and  after  some  time  the  Assembly,  by  a  majority  of 
four  votes,  resolved,  "  That  it  does  not  appear  to  this  House  that  the 
canvassers  conducted  themselves  with  any  impropriety  in  the  execution 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  law." 

National  affairs  absorbed  the  public  mind  as  winter  approached.  The 
second  election  of  a  chief  magistrate  occurred,  and  Washington  was  again 
chosen  by  a  unanimous  vote.  Not  so  the  Vice-President.  Herculean 
efforts  were  made  to  defeat  the  re-election  of  Adams,  and  Governor  George 
Clinton  was  the  opposing  candidate.  The  force  of  the  blow  was  directed 
chietly  against  the  measures  of  Hamilton.  Clinton's  strength  was  feared 
by  the  Federalists.  He  was  a  man  of  property,  integrity,  unblemished 
private  life,  and  had  been  distinguished  above  all  others  in  the  United 
States  for  his  resistance  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Jefferson 
and  Burr  were  named  as  candidates  in  private  circles  and  in  public 
prints,  tliough  not  regularly  nominated.^      Hamilton  thought  Burr  ap- 

1  In  Aaioii  Burr's  letters  to  his  wife  he  said  he  dared  not  trust  the  public  mail  with  polit- 
ical secrets.  Wlien  he  wrote  about  politics  it  was  in  ciphers.  As,  for  instance,  he  requested 
"18  to  ask  4r),  whether,  for  any  reasons,  21  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  6,  and  if  he  couhl. 
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peared  upon  the  stage  to  play  the  game  of  confusion  in  favor  of  Clinton, 
and  wrote  to  Rufus  King,  "  I  take  it  he  is  for  or  against  nothing,  but  as 
it  suits  his  interest  or  ambition.  He  is  determined,  as  I  conceive,  to 
make  liis  way  to  the  head  of  tlie  popular  party,  and  as  much  higher  as 
circumstances  will  permit.  Embarrassed,  as  I  understand,  in  circum- 
stances, with  an  extravagant  family,  bold,  enterprising,  and  intriguing,  I 
feel  it  to  be  a  religious  duty  to  oppose  his  career."  The  electoral  votes, 
being  cast  in  their  respective  States,  were  forwarded  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  opened  on  the  13th  of  February,  1793.  Clinton  re-  1793. 
ceived  the  entire  vote  of  New  York,  of  Virginia,  of  North  Carolina,  ^®^  ^3. 
and  of  Georgia.     But  Adams  was  declared  elected  by  a  small  majority. 

It  was  a  trying  moment  in  the  affairs  of  America  when  Washington 
took  the  oath  of  office,  and  entered  upon  his  new  four  years'  term 
of  labor  and  self-sacrifice.  The  French  Revolution  had  just 
reached  its  highest  point  of  fanaticism,  and  war  threatened  all  Europe. 
Would  the  United  States  escape  the  storm  ?  The  King  of  France  had 
been  dethroned  and  murdered,  and  a  republic  declared ;  should  the 
United  States  receive  a  minister  from  that  republic  ?  Were  the  treaties 
annulled  by  the  Revolution  ?  "  What  the  government  of  France  shall 
be  is  the  very  point  in  dispute,"  wrote  Hamilton  to  Jay  on  the  9th  of 
April.  "  A  regent  will  doubtless  arise  wdio  may  himself  send  an 
ambassador  to  the  United  States.  Should  we  in  such  case  receive 
both  ? "  Two  days  later  Hamilton  wrote  again  to  Jay  :  "  Would  not  a 
proclamation  prohibiting  our  citizens  from  taking  commissions  on  either 
side  be  proper  ?     Would  it  not  be  well  that  it  should  include  a  declara- 


April 


tion  of  neutrality  ?  If  you 
dent,  could  you  draught 
deem  proper  ?  I  wish 
plied  without  delay  :  "  Let 
bp  right  to  avoid  war. 
show  what  my  present 
mation  are  ;  it  is  hastily 
about  treaties,  it  speaks  *(U, 
the  e.xpression,  because  ^ 
sociated  with  others.  I 
on  my  way  to   Richmond. 


April  11. 


..P£RSEvE2> 

Jay  Arms. 

ent   that  too  little  should  be  said  than  too  much." 

The  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  deciding  what  course  to  pursue  was  only 


tliink  the  measure  pru- 
such  a  thing  as  you  would 
much  you  would."  Jay  re- 
us do  everything  that  may 
The  enclosed  will 
ideas  of  a  procla- 
drawn,  it  says  nothing 
of  neutrality,  but  avoids 
in  this  country  often  as- 
shall  be  in  Philadelphia 
I  think  it  better  at  pres- 


whetlier  14  would  withdraw  his  oi)i)ositioii  to  29,  iuid  11  exert  his  influence  in  favor  of  22." 
This  mode  of  correspondence  was  not  unusual  at  that  time  among  politicians,  but  Burr  was 
one  of  the  most  mysterious  of  them  nil. 
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eqiicalled  by  its  importance.  Washington  sought  the  advice  of  his  Cab- 
inet. With  England  diplomatic  intercourse  had  been  opened  by  the 
appearance  of  (leorge  Hammond  in  1791,  the  first  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  United  States  from  that  government,  but  little  progress 
had  been  made  in  adjusting  differences.  Hammond,  indeed,  had  no  pow- 
ers to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  Jefl'erson  had  interpreted  his 
lack  of  authority  as  an  evidence  of  unfriendly  sentiments  on  the  part  of 
the  British  nation.  War  might  easily  be  precipitated.  The  multitude 
who  fancied  that  a  brand  snatched  from  our  own  altars  had  lighted  the 
fire  of  liberty  upon  the  wrecks  of  ancient  tyranny,  that  a  political  millen- 
nium liad  begun,  was  ready  to  plunge  into  any  extreme.  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  avoid  partnership  in  European  jealousies  and  confusions  ? 
On  the  22d  the  celebrated  Proclamation  of  Neutrality  was  issued.  Its 
necessity  was  proven  by  the  uproar  it  created  and  the  strifes  it 
^"  enkindled.  The  opposing  party  broadly  accused  the  administra- 
tion of  hostility  towards  their  former  allies.  Meanwhile  Edmond  Charles 
Genet,  sent  on  a  secret  mi.ssion  by  the  unsettled  republic  to  involve  the 
United  States  in  a  war  with  England,  and  thus  effect  a  diversion  in  behalf 
of  France,  w^as  already  in  South  Carolina,  distributing  naval  and  military 
commissions.  Chief  Justice  Jay,  holding  court  in  Pdchmond,  when  it 
became  known  that  privateers  were  being  fitted  out  in  American  ports 
to  prey  upon  British  commerce  under  commissions  furnished  liy  Genet, 
gave  the  public  to  understand  in  his  charge  to  the  jury  that  the  Supreme 
Court  would  fearlessly  discharge  its  duty  and  punish  acts  forbidden  by 
the  neutral  position  of  the  nation.  But  Genet,  regardless  of  the  opinions 
of  courts,  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  the  remonstrances  of  indi- 
viduals, continued  to  direct,  within  the  United  States,  naval  and  military 
operations  against  the  enemies  of  France ;  and  the  British  Minister  at 
Philadelphia  presented  a  long  catalogue  of  complaints  to  Washington, 
demanding  restitution.  The  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  Frange 
against  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  coming  at  the  same  time,  increased 
the  excitement,  and  disposed  men  everywhere  to  co-operate  with  their 
former  friend  against  their  old  enemy.  Genet's  progress  from  Charles- 
town  to  Philadelphia  was  marked  by  the  most  extraordinary  evidences 
of  popular  infatuation  and  diplomatic  arrogance.  Public  authorities 
and  private  citizens  vied  with  each  other  in  glorifying  the  representative 
of  European  democracy.  French  views  of  universal  reformation  spread 
like  a  prairie  fire.  Foreigners  were  pouring  into  the  United  States,  and, 
although  never  having  known  liberty,  were  most  anxious  to  teach  it. 
Europe  following  the  example  of  America  !  The  very  notion  was  blind- 
ing to  the  national  eyesight.     Few  Americans   knew  the  direction  events 
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were  really  taking  iu  France,  and  the  foresight  of  Washington,  Jay,  Ham- 
ilton, and  others,  in  predicting  a  speedy  dissolution  of  the  scheme  of  the 
Convention,  was  condemned  rather  than  appreciated. 

Political  clubs  began  to  multiply,  and  the  great  theme  was  France. 
New  York  was  profoundly  agitated.  About  this  time  Aaron  Burr  was 
offered  and  declined  the  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State, 
and  Morgan  Lewis  received  the  appointment,  Nathaniel  Lawrence  be- 
coming attorney-general  in  his  stead.  General  Matthew  Clarkson  was 
elected  state  senator.  He  had  in  1791  been  appointed  by  Washington 
marshal  for  the  district  of  New  York,  at  the  reconmieiidation  of  Chief 
Justice  Jay,  who  wrote,  "  I  think  him  one  of  the  most  pure  and  virtuous 
men  I  know.  During  the  Mar  he  was  a  firm  and  active  Whig,  and  since 
the  peace  a  constant  friend  t(j  national  government.  Few  men  here  of 
his  standing  enjoy  or  deserve  a  greater  degree  of  the  esteem  and  good- 
will of  the  citizens  than  he  does,  and  in  my  opinion  he  would  discharge 
the  duties  of  that,  or  any  office  for  which  he  is  qualified,  with  propriety 
and  honor."  In  the  early  part  of  1793  Clarkson  purchased  the  site  of 
the  Clarkson  family  residence,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  while  the  city 
was  occupied  by  the  British  as  mentioned  on  a  former  page,  and  erected 
thereon  the  three-story  brick  house  illustrated  in  the  accompanying- 
sketch.  The  entrance  was  on  Pearl  Street  at  first,  but  it  \A'as  subse- 
quently changed  to  Whitehall  Street.  This  continued  to  be  his  home 
durinu;  the  remainder  of  his  life. 


Residence  of  General  Matthew  Clarkson 


390  HISTORY   OF  THE   CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 


CHAPTER    X. 

1793  - 1797. 
PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON'S  SECOND  TERM. 

GOUVERNEIJK  MollKIs  IN  FkANCE.  — EFFECTS  OF  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION  IN  NeW  YoRK. 

—  Citizen  Genet.  —  Hamilton  and  Jefferson.  — The  Two  Political  Partie.s.  — 
GouvERNEUu  Morris  recalled.  —  War  in  Prospect.  —  Chief  Ju.stice  Jay  in  Eng- 
land. —  "  Bedford  House."  —  Family  of  Chief  Justice  Jay.  —  The  Whiskey  Re- 
bellion.—  Robespierre. — Hamilton's  Retirement  from  the  Treasury.  —  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Van  Cortlandt.  —  General  Philip  Van  Cortlandt. — The 
Election  of  Governor  Jay.  —  The  Jay  Treaty.  —  Events  of  the  Summer  of  1795. 

—  The  Yellow  Fever  in  New  York.  — Appropriation  for  Public  Schools.  —The 
New  York  Society  Library.  —  City  Improvement.s.  —  The  Subject  of  Slavery.  — 
The  Fresh  Water  Pond.  — Steam  Navigation.  —  Political  Affairs. 

DUIJING   the    violent   scenes   of   revolutionary    change    in    France, 
Gouverneur    Morris   remained    firmly    at    his    post,    although  sur- 
rounded with  innumerable  difficulties,  and  constantly  receiving  advice 
from  many  quarters  to  follow  the  example  of  other  foreign  ministers  and 
leave  the  country.     He  was  at  one  time  arrested  in  the  street  and 

1793.  •' 

taken  before  the  tribunal,  of  arrests,  at  another  his    house    was 

searched  by  a  body  of  armed  men,  and  again,  while  on  a  journey  into  the 

country,  he  was  arrested  and  sent  back  to  Paris  under  pretense  that  his 

passport  from  the  government  was  out  of  date.     These  insults  were  in 

every  case  followed  by  apologies  from  the  governing  body,  who  claimed 

that  it  was  impossible  to  control  all  the  acts  of  subordinate  agents.     The 

/  swift  transitions  from  one  form  of  anarchy  to  another,  and  the  blood  and 

^  carnage  with  which  human  monsters  worked  their  way  to  power,  rendered 

I  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  honor  but  feeble  protection  to  any  individual 

within  their  reach. 

Tlie  French  government  had  been  deserted  by  all  the  world,  and  really 
had  no  motive  for  offending  and  alienating  the  United  States,  their  last 
and  only  friend.  To  escape  the  horrors  and  disorders  of  Paris,  Morris 
bought  a  country-house  with  twenty  acres  of  laud  about  thirty  miles 
from  the  city,  where  he  resided  during  the  rest  of  his  stay  in  France ;  but 
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his  secretary,  Heury  Walter  Livingston,  of  Livingston  Manor,  remained 
cluerty  in  Pans.     His  official  duties    consisted  in  protests  against  the 
restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  imposed  by'decrees  of 
the  Convention  in  violation  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries  ;  in 
remonstrances  against  the  outrages  of  French  privateers  upon  American 
shipping,  and  reclamation  of  vessels  unlawfully  seized;  in  urging  the 
petitions  and  claims  of  American  captains,  whose  ships  were  detltin'^ed  in 
French  ports  on  various  pretenses  ;  and  in  applying  for  the  release  of 
American  citizens,  who  had  fallen  into  prison,  through  being  taken  for 
Englishmen,  or  some  informality  in  their  papers :  all  of  which  required 
indefatigable  industry,  and  from  their  complex  character  the  most  judi- 
cious management.     "The  state  of  government  here  is  a  great  plague," 
he  said,  "for  it  is  difficult  to  discover  the  best  mode  of  compaasiug 
an  object,  when  the  parties  who  are  to  decide  are  constantly  changing 
Our  old  Congress  was  nothing  to  this  Convention."     To  Robert  MorrS 
he  wrote:  "You  tell  ine,  that  in  my  place  you  would  resign  and  come 
home  ;  but  this  is  not  quite  so  easily  done  as  said.     In  the  first  place,  I 
must  have  leave  to  resign  from  the  President ;  but  further,  you  will  con- 
sider that  the  very  circumstances  which  you  mention  are  strong  reasons 
for  abiding,  because  it  is  not  permitted  to  abandon  a  post  in  the  hour  of 
difficulty.     I  think  the  late  decrees  respecting  our  commerce  will  show 
y.ju  that  my  continuance  here  has  not  been  without  some  use  to  the 
ignited  States." 

New  York  was  visibly  disturbed  by  the  irregularities  attending  the 
French  Revolution.      Three  of  her  own  citizens,  at  this  juncturerwere 
chief  among  the  great  actors  whose  conduct  of  national  affairs  was  to 
determine  the  course  America  should  take  in  the  emergency.     Jay  and 
/  Hamilton,  each  in  their  high  places,  wielded  exceptional  power;   and 
r   both  were  endowed  with  political  foresight,  and  incomparable  originality 
/  of  thought  and  action.      Morris,  as  Minister  to  France,  was  watched  by. 
friends  and  foes  throughout  tlie  city  with  unspeakable  interest.      And, 
besides,  New  York  was  the  natural  refuge  of  French  exiles.     They  came 
mostly  from  the  nobility,  and  introduced  French  fashions,  manners,  lan- 
guage, furniture,  cookery,  and  customs  into  the  city,  althouoh  many  of 
them  returned  to  France  at  the  downfall  of  Robespierre. 

It  is  the  tendency  of  political  parties  to  magnify  their  differences  on 
all  theoretical  questions,  and  apparently  to  diverge  wider  and  wider  from 
each  other.  The  Federalists  accused  the  Republicans  of  encouraging  the 
outrages  which  made  the  French  people  appear  like  a  nation  of  lunatics, 
and  the  Republicans  charged  the  Federalists  with  l^eing  unfriendly  to 
liberty  and  freedom,  and  ungrateful  to  tliose  who  liad  come  so  l)rin-ely 
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to  the  aid  of  America  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  But  when  news 
reached  New  York  that  Gouverneur  IVlorris  had  interposed  at  the  risk  of 
his  life  to  save  MacLanie  de  Lafayette  from  a  horrible  fate,  arguing,  in 
her  behalf,  that  the  family  of  Lafayette  was  beloved  in  America,  where 
the  whole  people  entertained  a  grateful  recollection  of  his  services,  and 
that  the  death  of  his  wife  might  lessen  their  attaclnuent  to  the  French 
republic,  and  further  the  interests  of  the  enemies  of  France,  the  reaction 
of  sentiment  was  singularly  marked.  The  subsequent  tragedies  of  the 
Reign  of  Terror  under  Robespierre  stunned  the  reflective  mind.  Even 
the  Jacobinical  advocates  became  alarmed  and  listened  at  intervals  to 
the  logic  of  rule  and  right. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  masses  to  understand  how  little  the  French 
Revolution,  the  most  gigantic  and  appalling  illustration  of  the  natural 
depravity  of  the  human  race  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  resembled  in 
principles  our  own  conflict  for  independence.  It  had  been  decreed  b}^  the 
Convention  that  there  was  no  God  ;  an  impious  philosophy  was  accepted 
by  the  rabble  of  Paris  ;  and  all  private  worth  and  public  respectability 
seemed  destined  for  the  guillotine.  The  more  honorable  and  astute  Amer- 
ican intellect  could  not  keep  pace  with  such  a  surging  tide.  The  grate- 
ful affections  and  political  sympathies  which  had  become  enthusiasm, 
when  France  assumed  the  name  and  form  of  a  republic,  were  knocked 
about  like  foot-balls  until  time  mercifully  revealed  the  whole  picture  ; 
and  in  the  height  of  the  fever  men  were  ready  everywhere  to  believe  that 
Washington,  Adams,  Jay,  and  Hamilton  were  all  traitors  and  conspira- 
tors. Nothing  but  the  immovable  disregard  of  public  clamor  and 
private  treachery  which  characterized  the  President,  and  the  temper 
actuating  his  principal  advisers  which  could  resist  a  storm  of  aggressive 
action  while  doing  justice  with  loftiest  heroism,  saved  America  from  a 
fearful  calamity. 

Genet  found  sympathizers  on  every  hand.  His  reception  in  Philadel- 
phia was  like  that  usually  accorded  to  a  conquering  hero.  People  were 
in  a  frenzy.  The  title  "  citizen  "  became  as  common  for  a  time  in  the 
Quaker  City  as  in  Paris.  \Yhen  Genet  visited  the  President  he  was 
indignant  at  perceiving  in  the  vestibule  a  bust  of  Louis  XVI.,  and  com- 
plained of  it  as  an  "  insult  to  France."  "  At  a  dinner  in  Philadelphia,"' 
writes  Griswold,  "  a  roasted  ])ig  received  the  name  of  the  murdered  king, 
and  the  head,  severed  from  the  body,  was  carried  round  to  each  of  the 
guests,  who,  after  placing  the  liberty-cap  on  his  own  head,  pronounced 
the  word  "Tyrant !"  and  proceeded  to  mangle  with  his  knife  that  of  the 
luckless  creatiu'e  doomed  to  be  served  for  so  \niwortliy  a  company." 

The  excitement  was  such  when  it  became  known  tliat  the  President 
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had  received  Genet  coldly,  that  thousands  of  men  paraded  tlie  streets  of 
Z/' Pliiladelphia,  threatening  to  drag  Washington  from  his  house  and  com- 
pel the  government  to  declare  war  in  favor  of  France  and  against  Eng- 
land. A  riot  was  imminent,  and  Adams  afterwards  wrote  :  "  I  myself 
judged  it  prudent  and  necessary  to  order  chests  of  arms  from  the  war 
ottice  to  be  brought  through  by-lanes  and  back-doors,  determined  to  defend 
my  house  at  the  expense  of  my  life,  and  the  lives  of  the  domestics  and 
friends  within  it."'  Jefferson  was  believed  by  the  Federalists  to  have 
given  encouragement  to  the  proceedings  of  Genet,  with  whom  lie  was  on 
terms  of  intimacy ;  and  the  National  Gazette,  edited  by  Freneau,  Jeffer- 
son's confidential  clerk,  freely  denied  Washington's  capacity  and  integrity^ 
and  denounced  every  measure  of  his  administration  ;  taking  care  to  send 
three  copies  each  day  to  the  President  himself. 

When  Genet  found  that  the  government  would  enforce  its  laws  at  all 
hazards,  he  took  umbrage  and  threatened  an  appeal  to  the  people.  Wash- 
ington immediately  sent  a  full  account  of  the  matter,  with  all  the  corre- 
spondence, and  a  demand  for  Genet's  recall,  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  to  be 
laid  before  the  French  government.  About  the  same  time  England  tlirew 
firebrands  into  the  powder  by  an  order  designed  to  distress  France  by 
cutting  off  her  supplies,  but  which  operated  with  peculiar  force  upon 
American  conmrerce.  Then,  again,  on  the  3d  of  August  the 
French  frigate,  I' Ambuscade,  at  anchor  in  New  York  harbor,  was  "^' 
challenged  to  single  combat  by  the  British  ship  Boston,  Captain  Courtney, 
which  was  cruising  off  Sandy  Hook.  The  French  vessel  spread  her  wings 
and  sailed  forth  to  meet  the  issue  ;  a  severe  action  ensued,  the  Boston  was. 
much  damaged,  and  Courtney  killed.  Bets  liad  run  high  as  to  the  results 
of  the  encounter,  and  when  the  frigate  returned  to  her  anchorage  in  tri- 
umph, the  delight  of  the  multitude  gathered  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city 
burst  forth  in  cries  as  wild  as  ever  resounded  through  Paris  under  the 
bloody  ministers  of  misrule. 

Before  the  ferment  subsided  a  French  fleet  of  fifteen  sail  entered  the 
Hudson,  and  her  crew,  as  well  as  officers,  immediately  landed,  and  were 
treated  with  the  most  extravagant  civility.  The  tricolor  was  seemingly 
in  every  hand,  and  affixed  to  every  watch-chain.  And  to  add  to  the 
delirium  Genet  arrived  in  the  city  from  Philadelphia.  The  papers 
had  heralded  his  approacli,  a  committee  went  out  to  meet  him  '^^' 
at  Paul  us  Hook,  and  the  salute  of  cannon,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the 
demonstrations  of  joy  from  the  people  who  filled  the  streets,  together 
with  flattering  addresses  from  innumerable  societies,  were  convincing, 
even  had  he  not  before  been  assured  that  the  cause  he  represented  would 
receive  the  unhesitating  support  of  the  country.     Anger  at  Great  Britain 
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was  in  a  full  blaze,  and  the  wonder  is  that  the  flames  were  extinguished 
witliout  serious  warfare. 

Genet  w^as  feted  by  many  distinguished  persons  in  New  York  within 
the  next  ten  days,  not  least  among  whom  was  Governor  George  Clinton, 
with  whose  daughter,  Cornelia,  he  fell  in  love.  This  celebrated  Frencli- 
man  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  families  of  France ;  his  father  was 
connected  with  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  for  forty-five  years ;  one 
of  his  sisters,  Madame  Campan,  was  well  known  for  her  intimacy  with 
the  royal  family ;  and  another  sister  was  the  beautiful  Madame  Anguie, 
mother-in-law  of  Marshal  Ney.  Such  was  his  intellectual  precocity,  that 
at  the  age  of  twelve  he  received  a  flattering  letter  and  a  gold  medal  from 
Gustavus  III.  for  a  translation  of  the  History  of  Eric  XIV.  into  the 
Swedish  language,  with  historical  remarks  by  himself  His  culture  was 
exceptional,  he  was  master  of  many  languages,  was  a  member  of  the  most 
distinguished  learned  societies  in  Europe,  wrote  well,  and  was  an  accom- 
plished musician.  He  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  fine  presence, 
graceful  bearing,  and  polished  manners  ;  was  possessed  of  a  kindly  nature, 
and  in  conversation  sparkled  with  anecdote.  He  had  been  from  his  boy- 
hood employed  in  honorable  public  offices  ;  at  fourteen  he  was  translating 
secretary  for  the  eldest  brother  of  Louis  XVI.,  and  subsequently  attached 
to  the  embassies  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  London,  and  St.  Petersburg,  remaining 
in  Eussia  five  years  as  charge  d'affaires.  It  was  his  indignant  protest 
against  the  order  of  the  Empress  of  Eussia  to  leave  her  dominions  when 
Louis  XVI.  was  dethroned  which  won  for  liini  a  flattering  reception  by 
the  revolutionary  government  on  his  return  to  Paris.  Hence  his  appoint- 
ment on  the  mission  to  America. 

Congress  assembled  in  December,  notwithstanding  the  yellow  fever 
had  visited  Philadelphia  during  the  autumn  and  swept  away  four 
thousand  victims,  and  in  reply  to  the  opening  speech  of  the  Presi- 
dent, expressed  unqualified  approval  of  his  policy  of  preserving  peace 
if  possible,  and  of  being  prepared  for  war  if  inevitable.  Almost  every 
nation  of  Europe  liad  taken  up  arms  since  the  year  commenced  ;  and  the 
arrogant  endeavor  of  the  French  republic  to  embark  America  in  the 
quarrel  was  beginning  to  assume  an  offensive  aspect  through  whatever 
light  it  might  be  viewed. 

"  The  French  cause  has  no  enemies  here  —  their  conduct  many,"  wrote 
^     ,„  Eev.  Jedediah  Morse,  tlie  geographer,  some  two  weeks  later,  from 

Dec.  16.  '  o      o      r        ' 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts  ;  ^  "there  are  some  who undistinguish- 
ingly  and  undoubtedly  approve  both,  and  most  bitterly  denounce  as  aristo- 
crats all  who  do  not  think  as  they  do.     The  present  is  considered  a  most 

1  Rev.  Jedediah  Morse  to  Oliver  Wolcotf,  December  16,  1793. 
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iuteresting  pe.-iod.     The  issue  of  Genei-al  Wayne's  expedition  of  Genefs 
hieaeued  prosecution  of  Ul,ief  Justice  Jay  and  Rufus  Kinl   of    • ! 

«ntam  Spain,  Alo.ers,  etc^,  to  ruin  our  commerce,  of  the  powerful   ind 
mcreasmg  operation   against  France,  are   events   of  ,ielt'  e  ,     t  th 
The  body  of  the  people  repose  confidence  i„  the  wisdom  of  th    C i' 
of  Congress,  and  of  the  heads  of  departments.     The  President'  eh 

meets  with  much  approbation.     It  is  worthy  of  himself     We      '  e 

grninbletonians  among  us,  who,  when  the^Frcnch  v.    0,0:^3  "k 

oud   and  saucy,  but  when  they  meet  with  a  check,  sin.  small     ?,"' 
o™.  a  sort  of  political  thermometer,  by  which  we  can  pretty  aL.rt' 

aeternune  what,  ,„  their  opinion,  is  the  state  of  French  HitiJs"  ' 

The  stri.ein  the  Cabinet  between  Hamilton  and  Jefterson  was  at  its 

lughestebbdurmg  this  month.     Jefferson's  report  upon  "  the  pnviLe 

and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  St. tes,  in  fl        0° 
ne  .    Ins  last  official  act  before  retiring  from  the  Cabin  t,  was  so  fra  ,     I 

a.s  to  lutensify  the  hatred  of  Great  Britain  in  America  and  favo      1  e 

ffollS'^J"/'™'""-     V  ™"--'^^^"''  *^'°"="---'  ^^ 
winch  tollowed,  Madison   was  the  chief  exponent  of  the   Jeffersonian 

pmioii,  a„<l  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  of  that  of  Hamilton..     Th 
01  these  two  great  men  were  the  nlaga^incs  from  which  opposing  sp^Ik 

the   honor  of  France  that  was  exhibited.     Every  imputation  upon  her 
oiiduc   and  principles  was  visite.l  with  an  unaccountable  promTess  0 
ndignation.  and  the  action  of  Great  Britain  was  inade  the'dail/    ,      0 
xeited  denunciation.   ;<  The  great  effort  appears  to  be  to  enter  in't  Tsy  - 

te  11  of  discrimination  1,1  our  foreign  commercial  connections,  favorable  to 

Fiance  and  unfavorable  to  England,"  wrote  Oliver  Wolcott  t    his  father 
News  came  presently  tliat  the  wheel  liad  revolved  in  France  an    ",e 

pary   by  whom   Genet  bad  been  employed  rendered   .^weites       H 

iTatd    ZT'  '"t  ^^^'""S'°"'^  demand  transmitted  through  the 

hand     of  Gonverneur  Morris,  followed.     But   the   French    oovernment 

le  used.     Morris  remained  m  Europe  until  1798,  traveling  throuH,  manv 
countries  and  visiting  some  of  the  principal  courts.     He'vas  in "conli^ 


.»/.  L,.  a...  e,„..,„,„„ifL.  4  .'«;«,'k  S;f,t, ''.IT"" -""'■"''■ 
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correspondence  with  Washington,  and  the  public  men  of  America,  often 
communicating  matters  of  great  moment.^  Genet  did  not  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  return  to  France,  but  chose  a  home  in  New  York,  where  he 
married  the  daughter  of  Governor  Clinton,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.^ 

An  interesting  incident  is  told  in  connection  with  the  appointment  of 
a  minister  to  succeed  Morris  at  the  French  capital.  The  Opposition  in 
Congress  agreed  to  recommend  Aaron  Burr,  and  a  committee  waited  upon 
the  President,  of  whom  Madison  was  chairman  and  James  Monroe  one 
of  the  members,  to  secure  his  nomination.  Washington  stood  silent  for 
some  minutes  after  listening  to  the  Congressional  message,  and  then  said 
it  had  been  the  rule  of  his  public  life  never  to  nominate  for  a  high  and 
responsible  office  any  man  of  whose  integrity  he  was  not  assured.  The 
committee  retired  and  reported.  The  party  they  represented  were  indig- 
nant, and  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  Burr,  directing  the  committee  ta 
inform  the  President.  When  Madison  the  second  time  proposed  Burr's 
name,  Washington  was  irritated,  and  replied  with  some  warmth  that  his^ 
decision  was  irrevocable :  "  But,"  he  added  apologetically,  "  I  will  nomi- 
nate you,  Mr.  Madison,  or  you,  Mr.  Monroe."  Madison  said  he  had  long- 
since  made  up  his  mind  not  to  go  abroad.  Monroe,  who  belonged  to  the 
republican  party,  and  in  common  with  many  others  believed  the  French 
nation  would  eventually  establish  a  free  government  upon  the  ruins  of 
ancient  despotism,  was  finally  appointed,  reaching  Paris  in  August,  1794. 

1  When  Henry  Walter  Livingston  returned  to  New  York,  he  was  the  bearer  of  the  follow- 
ing communication  to  President  Washington  from  ex-Minister  Gouverneur  Morris  :  "  This 
■will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  late  Secretary  of  Legation,  Mr.  Henry  Walter  Livingston  ; 
in  it  you  will  find  matters  of  consequence,  which  are  not  to  be  trusted  to  the  public  mails. 
You  will  find  Mr.  Livingston  is  to  be  trusted  for  although  at  a  tender  age  his  discretion  may 
always  be  depended  upon  ;  he  is  modest,  polite,  sensible,  and  brave,  and  will,  1  feel  sure,  should 
he  want  to  continue  in  the  diplomatic  line,  become  an  honor  to  it,"  etc.,  etc.  Young  Livings- 
ton, however,  sought  no  further  promotion  in  the  service.  He  came  into  possession  of  a 
large  estate,  married  the  beautiful  and  wealthy  granddaughter  of  Chief  Justice  Allen  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  built  the  fine  mansion  at  the  Livingston  manor,  illustrated  on  page  320  of  the. 
first  volume  of  this  work,  near  the  site  of  the  original  manor-house,  which  long  since  dis- 
apjieared.  (See  Vol.  11.  296.)  He  was  the  son  of  Walter  Livingston,  one  of  the  first 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of  Robert  Livingston, 
third  lord  of  the  manor.  The  children  of  Henry  Walter  and  Mary  Allen  Livingston  were  :: 
Ann,  married  her  second  cousin  Anson  Livingston,  the  son  of  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston  ~ 
Mary,  married  James  Thompson,  died  in  Paris,  April  14,  1880  ;  Cornelia,  married  Carroll 
Livingston,  son  of  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston  ;  Walter,  married  Mary  Greeideaf ;  Allen, 
died  unmarried  ;  Elizabeth,  married  William  D.  Henderson  ;  Henry  W.,  married  Caroline- 
de  Gras.se  De  Pan,  granddaughter  of  Admiral  Comte  de  Grasse,  commander  of  the  French 
fleet  during  the  Revolution. 

2  The  second  wife  of  Genet  was  the  daughter  of  Postmaster-General  Osgood.  (See  VoL 
II.  330,  331.) 
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It  was  apparent  to  all  that  measures  must  be  taken  to  check  the 
aggressions  of  Great  Britain  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  nation.  The 
posts  on  the  frontiers,  eight  in  number,  had  not  yet  been  evacuated  in 
conformance  with  the  treaty.  Officers  commanding  these  posts  excluded 
American  citizens  from  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Lakes.  Compensation 
had  never  been  received  for  the  negroes  carried  off  by  the  British  when 
the  war  ended.  And  the  recent  seizures  of  vessels  laden  with  mer- 
chandise for  France,  under  the  new  order,  together  with  the  searching  of 
vessels  within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  under 
pretense  of  looking  for  and  impressing  English  seamen,  outraged  the 
national  understanding  of  the  principles  of  neutrality. 

With  the  arrival  of  his  successor  Genet's  intiuence  waned.  In  justi- 
fication of  his  proceedings  he  published  the  secret  instructions  under 
which  he  had  acted.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  bitterness  with  which 
his  partisans  assailed  Chief  Justice  Jay  and  Rufus  King  I'or  having  given 
publicity  to  his  threat  to  "  appeal  to  the  people  from  certain  decisions  of 
the  President."  The  darkest  motives  were  assigned  for  the  disclosure. 
"  Has  it  become  a  crime,"  they  asked, "  to  speak  of  consulting  the  people  ? 
Is  the  President  a  consecrated  character,  that  an  appeal  from  his  decisions 
involves  criminality?"  The  complaints  of  those  impatient  for  a  clo-ser 
connection  with  France  were  uttered  in  language  undignified  and  almost 
as  disrespectful  to  the  national  administration  as  to  the  sovereign  of 
England.  Congress  was  divided  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  the 
emergency.  The  opponents  of  the  administration  urged  the  adoption  of 
commercial  restrictions.  The  Federal  party,  of  which  Washington  was 
the  soul,  insisted  that  unless  Great  Britain  could  be  induced  by  negotia- 
tion to  abandon  her  unjust  pretensions,  an  appeal  should  be  made  to 
arms.  An  honorable  peace  or  an  open  war,  they  said.  The  Opposition 
proposed  to  sequester  all  debts  due  from  American  citizens  to  British 
subjects,  thus  constituting  a  fund  for  the  indemnification  of  such  as  had 
suffered  from  British  spoliations.  This  was  resented  by  those  who  en- 
tertained proper  respect  for  national  faith  and  honor  of  whatever  party. 
Its  discussion  was  interrupted  by  the  introduction  of  another  project  —  a 
resolution  to  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
until  full  compensation  should  be  received  for  losses  sustained  under  her 
orders  in  council,  and  the  posts  surrendered.  During  the  stormy  discus- 
sion that  followed,  Spain  assumed  an  offensive  attitude  ;  and  a  scheme 
was  detected  for  attacking  the  Floridas  by  a  force  from  Georgia  organized 
under  French  agents,  wiiich  was  defeated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  South  Carolina.  About  the  same  time  an  angry  remonstrance 
reached  the  President  from  Kentucky  in  relation  to  the  navigation  of  the 
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Mississippi,  with   obscure   threats  revealiug-   the   same    seditious    spirit 
which  was  soon  to  break  forth  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  Hamilton  was  cheerfully  l^estowing  iufoi- 

mation  upon  members  of  Congress  who   were  daily  applying   for  data 

to  aid  in  supporting  or  invalidating  arguments.     The  principles  dividing 

the  two  parties  were   more   inseparably    connected   with   the   financial 

than  with  any  other  acts  of  the  government.     States  were  Ijrouiiht 

1794.  .,  o  o 

into  court  as  defendants  to  the  claims  of  land  companies  and  indi- 
viduals ;  and  British  debts  rankled.  The  erection  of  a  fiscal  system  in  the 
face  of  the  inveterate  prejudices,  conflicting  interests,  and  violent  opposi- 
tion of  those  who  gave  little  knowledge  and  less  study  to  the  sul;)ject 
was  one  of  the  marvels  of  that  century.  "  A  committee  of  fifteen  mem- 
bers are  investigating  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Department,"  wrote  Wol- 

cott   on  the  2d  of  INIarch.     "  S(.)me  of  them  are  enemies  to  the 

March  2.  i        •  i  i       i  i  i 

Secretary,  but  he  is  an  honest  and  able  man,  and,  as  everything 
in  relation  to  his  official  conduct  is  capable  of  a  solid  defense,  no  injury 
can  be  inflicted.  It  will  occasion  some  hard  work,  but  this  we  are  used 
to  and  do  not  mind."  It  was  not,  liowevei*  merely  as  the  liead  of  a 
department  that  Hamilton's  talents  were  exercised.  He  had  l)rought  the 
whole  of  his  mental  resources  and  great  vigor  of  intellect  to  bear  upon 
every  fundamental  maxim  of  government. 

The   perils  to  which   American  commerce  was  exposed  induced  the 

government  on  the  26th  to  lay  an  embargo  for  thirty  days  on  all 

vessels  bound  to  foreign  ports.  Measures  were  also  taken  for  in- 
creasing the  regular  military  force,  and  for  organizing  eighty  thousand 
troops.  Thus  were  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  rapidly 
approaching  a  state  of  open  hostility. 

At  this  juncture  Chief  Justice  Jay  was  called   to  Philadelphia  by  the 

term  of  the  Supreme  Court.     He  wrote  to  his  wife  on  the  9th  of 

''^    ■  April :  "  Yesterday  I  dined  with  the  President.     The  question  of 

war  or  peace  seems  to  be  as  much  in  suspense  here  as  in  Xew  York 

when  I  left  you."  On  the  10th  lie  wrote  again :  "  Peace  or  war 
'  a])pears  to  me  a  question  which  cannot  be  solved.  Unless  thiugs 
should  take  a  turn  in  the  mean  time,  I  think  it  will  be  best  on  my  return 
to  push  our  affairs  at  Bedford  briskly.  There  is  much  irritation  and 
agitation  in  this  town  and  in  Congress.  Great  Britain  has  acteii  unwisely 
and  unjustly  ;  and  there  is  some  danger  of  our  acting  intemperately." 

The  President  turned  to  the  chief  justice  in  this  moment  of  painlul 
anxiety,  while  preparations  for  the  expected  war  were  in  progress,  and 
before  the  decisions  on  the  various  commercial  propositions  had  been 
reached,  urging  his  acceptance  of  a  mission  to  England  for  the  purpose, 
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1    possible,  of  averting  the  calamities  of  war.     Between  Washington  and 
-  ay  the  most  confidential  and  uninterrupted  intercourse  had  existed  since 
the  begnining  of  the  Revolution;  and  such  was  the  President's  faith  in 
the  integrity,  good  judgment,  and  executive  ability  of  the  chief  justice 
that  he  promised  him  exceptional  powers.     Jav  liesitated.     He  had  otlier 
plans  and  pleasures  in  prospect;   and  yet  he  felt  the  impulse  of  dutv 
strongly.     He  wrote  to  his  wife  on  tiie  15th:  "The  ol.ject  is  so 
interesting  to  our  country,  and  the  combination  of  circumstances  ""^'^ ''• 
such,  that  I  find  myself  in  a  .iilemma  between  personal  and  public  con- 
siderations."    The  question  was,  however,  speedily  settled  by  the  receipt 
ot  some  conciliatory  explanations  from  Lord  Grenville,  accompanyino-  the 
news  oi  the  re^•ocation  of  the  offensive  order  of  the  6th  of  November  by 
the  f]ritish  government ;  and  thus  an  opportunity  seemed  to  offer  itself  for 
the  amicable  adjustment   of  existing  difficulties.     "  I  venture  to  assure 
you,"  wrote  Oliver  Ellsworth  to  Governor  Oliver  Wolcott,  senior  "Mr 
Jay  will  be  sent  to  the  court  of  London.     He  is  now  here,  and  has  this 
moment  informed  me  of  his  determination  to  accept  the  appointment  if  it 
shall  be  made.     This,  sir,  will  be  a  mortifying  movement  to  those  who 
have  endeavored  by  eveiy  possible  means  to  prevent  reconciliation  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain."     On  the  same  date  Chief  Justice 
Jay  was    nominated    envoy  extraordinary  to   the    British    Court 
Aaron  Burr  sharply  opposed  his  confirmation  by  the  Senate,  but^'''''''- 
the   vote    was,   nevertlieless,   in    his   favor,  at   the    ratio  of   eighteen    to 
eight.  ° 

The  Opposition  boldly  criticised  the  appointment  as  tendino-  to  teach 
judges  to  aspire  to  executive  favors.  The  Jacobin  or  democratic"  societies 
abused  the  President  with  renewed  acrimony.  Their  newspapers  vilified 
the  mission  and  his  minister.  The  House  determined  if  possible  to  ren- 
der the  journey  of  Jay  void  of  results,  and  succeeded  in  passiii-.-  a  bill 
on  the  2Lst,  cutting  off  all  commercial  intercourse  with  England  which 
was,  however,  lost  in  the  Senate  by  the  casting  vote  of  Vice-President 
Adams.  The  chief  justice  sailed  on  the  12th  of  May,  accom- 
panied by  his  eldest  son,  Peter  Augustus,  and  bv  John  Trumbull  '^''^''• 
as  his  secretary.  About  the  same  time  John  Quiiicy  Adams  was  com- 
missioned resident  minister  to  The  Hague. 

'^  Bedford  House,"  the  liome  of  Chief'justice  Jav  for  tweutv-eio-ht  years 
after  he  retired  from  public  life,  was  in  process  of  erection  at  the"  time  he 
was  called  into  the  diplomatic  field,  together  with  numerous  other  im- 
provements upon  his  Bedford  estate.  A  large  landed  property  had  de- 
scended to  him  through  his  mother,  Mary  Van  Cortlandt,  located  in  the 
Bedford  region  some  forty-five  miles  nortli  of  New  York  City,  an.l  about 
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midway  between  the  Hudson  River  and  Long  Island  Sound,  where  they 
are  thirty-one  miles  apart.  The  mansion  was  placed  upon  an  eminence 
overlooking  the  whole  beautiful  rolling  region  between  the  two  great 
bodies  of  water  —  a  landscape  varied  witli  sunny  slopes,  circles  of  hills, 
charming  valleys,  and  bits  of  river  peeping  through  rich  foliage.  It  was 
not  finished  and  occupied  until  half  a  dozen  years  later.  But  in  1801  wings 
were  added,  one  of  which,  conspicuous  through  its  garment  of  cland)ering 
vines,  contained  the  library ;  thenceforward  to  the  end  of  his  life  the 
chief  justice  enjoyed  his  family,  his  books,  and  his  friends  in  this  delight- 
ful retreat,  where  notable  Europeans  sought  him  as  a  species  of  homage 
to  public  virtue.  It  was  then  a  two  days'  journey  from  the  metropolis, 
and  a  mail  coach  was  not  seen  ofteuer  than  once  a  weel^. 

The  mansion  is  now  the  summer  residence  of  the  grandson  of  the 


Bedford  House  " 

Hi         I  CI   ef  J     t    ejiy 

chief  justice,  Hon.  John  Jay,  late  United  States  ]\Iinister  to  Austria.  It 
has  undergone  comparatively  few  alterations.  Although  railways  ha\'e 
cut  their  way  through  the  country  on  either  hand,  it  is  still  four  miles 
from  a  car-whistle.  The  estate  at  the  present  time  comprises  at  least 
seven  hundred  acres.  The  dwelling  is  a  half-mile  from  the  main  road, 
from  which  it  is  reached  by  a  private  avenue,  winding  among  forest  trees 
up  a  gentle  elevation,  deftly  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  sketch, 
and  which  finally  cuts  a  circle  in  a  wide  velvet  lawn,  and  terminates 
under  the  shadow  of  four  superb  lindens  in  front  of  the  edifice. 

Upon  a  picturescpie  wooded  height   in  the  rear  is  a  ])retty  school  or 
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summer-house  of  stone,  which  the  chief  justice  ^  built  for  the  use  and 
amusement  of  his  children.  His  library,  twenty-five  feet  square,  with 
windows  on  three  sides,  remains  to  the  present  time  as  originally  fash- 

1  The  children  of  Chief  Justice  John  (born  December  12,  1745,  died  May  17,  1899)  .„d 

1782  maned  Goldsboro  Banyer  ;  4.  Anne,  born  at  Passy,  France,  August  13,  1783-5 
IbX  271792  '      '"  '"'  '''''  ''-'  ''''  ■'  '-  '''•■'''  '^'^'-'  ^«™  ^^  ^-^  ^o.K 

Peter  Augustus  Jay,  the  eklest  son,  who  was  his  father's  private  secretary  in  London 
became  a  disfngnished  lawyer  of  New  York,  was  Kecorder  of  the  city,  in  18  9,  serv  d  n 
the  Assembly,  and  was  President   of  the   New  York   Historical  Society.     He  nun-ied 

1.  John   Clarkson  Jay,    M.  D.,    married    Laura,    daughter  of  Nathaniel    Prin.e  ■  2    Mary 

Hen.y  Augustus  Du  Bois ;  5.  Anna  Maria,  married  Henry  Evelyn  Pierrepont ;  6  Pete 
Augustus,  .mvrned  Josephine  Pierson,  and  their  son,  Augustus,  married  En.i  y,  d  u^hte 

Da  Lancey  Kane  ;  7.  Ehzabeth  Clarkson  ;  8.  Matilda,  married  Matthew  Clark/o  ..  ChH  re 
^f  Dr.  John  Clarkson  and  Laura  Prime  Jay  :  1.  Laura,  married  Charies  Pemberton  Wurtz 

2.  Augustus  ;  3  John  ;  4.  Mary,  married  Jonathan  Edwards  ;  5.  Cornelia  ;  6.  Peter  Au^us-' 
tns,  married  Juha,  daughter  of  Alfred  C.  Post  ;  7.  John  Clarkson  Jav,  Jr..  M.  D  ma.-ri  d 
Harrie     daughter  of  General  Vinton  ;  8.   Alice ;  9.   Sarah  ;  10.   Matikfa 

William  Jay,  the  second  son  of  the  chief  justice,  was  distinguishe.i  as  a  jurist  philan- 
thropist, and  author.     He  married  Augusta,  daughter  of  John  McVickar,     Th    r  eh   d    n 

rjoiin  jfvTt'T'  '"^™1  '°';"  '^^'^°"  '  '■  ''"'''  ^^">'-'  ""^•™'^  J«>'"^  ^-  Butte  t'tl; 

3.  John  Jay,  .statesman  and  author;  4.  Louisa,  married  Dr.  Alexander  M.  Brnen  •  5  Eliza 
married  Henry  Edward  Pellew,  of  England  ;  6.  William,  died  young;  7.  Au^^sta'  after  i; 
deah  of  her  sister  Eliza    married,  at  the  American  Legation,  Vienn;  May  H   187 3.  He.  y 

Be  Estate  7.1  ""^^f"""""  ^°"  ''  ^^'^^  William  Jay,  succeeded  to  the 

Bed  Old  estate  ;  he  married  Eleanor  Kingslan.l,  daughter  of  Hickson  W.  Field.     Their  ohil- 

Febiua.y  12,  1841  married  Lucie,  daughter  of  Henry  Oeh-ichs ;  3.  John,  died  vonn.  • 
thtS''  7T  '"""1  '^"'?'^:'^  '-'''-'  ■'  '■  ^^-^'  -"-^^^  Major  William's; 
n  t.b.is;ad\ra  V-'""'™  i^"  ""•  ^'-"*-^-^*-^— '  Hans  Lothar  Von  Schweinitz,  Gei" 
man  ambassador  at  Vienna,  and  later  at  St.  Petersburg 

Eve,  the  sister  of  Chief  Justice  John  Jay.  married^Rev.  Harry  Munro.  (See  Vol.  L  602 
603.  Fiances  Jay,  he  daughter  of  Augustus  Jay.  married  Frederick  Van  Cortlan.lt  whos 
daughter  Eve  married  Henry  White  ;  and  their  daughter  Margaret  married  Peter  Jav  M  2 
whose  daughter  Frances  was  the  wife  of  Bishop  De  Lancey.  (See  VoL  L  552.)  Elwar  N 
Bibby  married  Augusta  White,  one  of  the  great-granddaughters  of  Frances  Jy.  F  f^l 
ences  to  the  ancestry  of  the  Jay  family,  see  VoL  L  696,  697  ;  Vol.  IL  163,   14      T     ou^ 

137    138  2f;r^tf^-^'  :'r  ""^'"-  -■■^■^  ''-  '^^^'^-^  ^^  ^--^  LU^.r,I^T^t 
13.,    38,  2ol ),  and  through  the  wife  of  Peter  Jay,  one  of  the  distinguished  familv  of  Van 

.220,  270     2  1,    2.2),    and   through    the   wife   of  Chief  Justice   John   Jay,    who  was   a 

he  pa.t  «  th  the  present,  and  brings  into  review  a  whole  line  of  public  characters,  reaching 
backward  to  tiie  eariiest  settlement  upon  Manhattan  Lsland 

A  graphically  interesting  n.emoir  of  the  Jay  family,  with  a  special  sk,tch  of  Chief  Justice 
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ioned.  Oue  division  contains  the  favorite  tomes  first  placed  upon  its 
shelves,  weighty  folios  of  Grotius,  Puffendorf,  A'attel,  and  other  masters 
of  the  science  of  international  law,  standard  theological  and  miscellaneous 
works,  and  the  classic  authors  of  antiquity.  The  table  used  by  the  chief 
justice,  and  four  quaint  high-backed  chairs  which  graced  Federal  Hall  in 
Wall  Street  while  New  York  was  the  capital  of  the  nation,  lend  a  pecu- 
liar charm  to  the  apartment. 

Mis  Jay,  during  her  husband's  abseiK  e  in  Euiope,  assumed  the  charge 
ot  (lotnestic  aft.nis,  as'iisted  occasiou<dl\  by  hib  ne[ihe\v,  Peter  Jay  Munro, 
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and  her  letters  were  filled  with  }»ractieal  matters,  such  as  particulars  of 
moneys  paid  in  and  reinvested  in  the  new  national  bank,  and  in  stocks, 
with  quotations  of  their  rise,  the  sale  of  lands,  and  the  progress  of  the 

Jay,  was  read  in  December,  1878,  before  the  "  Acadeniie  de.s  Belles  Lettres,  Science,  et  Arts 
dc  La  Rochelle,"  in  France,  by  "  Monsieur  de  Richemond  Archeviste  de  la  Charente  Inferieure, 
et  Ofticier  de  I'lnstruction  Publique,"  at  their  public  se.ssion,  entitled  "  La  Rochelle  d'outre 
nier."  The  Jay  family  was  described  as  one  whose  hospitable  mansion  had  sheltered  tlie  first 
religious  reunions  of  the  Protestants  of  La  Rochelle  ;  and  the  device  upon  the  Jay  seal  was 
quoted,  "Deo  duce  perseverandum,"  as  having  guided  tlie  family  in  the  New  World.  (See 
Vol.  II.  387.)  The  paper,  while  testifying  to  the  interest  with  which  the  Academy  of  Roclielle 
has  followed  the  course  of  its  former  citizen  beyond  the  seas,  has  added  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  faiiuly  trials  in  its  ancient  home  "when  the  last  of  the  five  churches  of  La  Hochelle 
had  been  ileii.olished,  when  the  Protestants  had  lost  in  Colbert  their  last  defender,  and  when 
Louvdis  had  let  loose  the  Royal  dragoons  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination."  —  Faniihj 
Arch  ices. 
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mill  aiid  J;un,  and  other  improvements  on  the  Bedford  estate.  In  one 
instance  she  describes  the  horses  brought  to  the  city  by  their  farmer  at 
Bedford,  and  relates  her  experience  in  finding  a  man  to  break  them  for 
use  before  her  carriage.  "  He  has  undertaken  it,"  she  adds,  "  but  he  says 
the  coachmen  of  the  city  require  as  much  breaking  as  the  horses."  The 
schools  of  New  York,  particularly  those  for  girls,  were  as  yet  of  an  indif- 
ferent character,  and  Mrs.  Jay  placed  her  two  daughters,  Maria  and  Anne, 
aged  twelve  and  eleven,  at  the  celebrated  Moravian  school  for  girls  at 
Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  where,  it  has  been  said,  "  were  educated  a  large 
proportion  of  the  belles  who  gave  the  fashionable  circles  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  their  inspiration  during  the  last  twenty  years  of  the 
century." 

This  summer  was  signalized  by  an  insurrection  in  the  western  counties 
of  Pennsylvania ;  the  population  scattered  thinly  over  a  frontier  country 
was  composed  largely  of  foreigners,  many  of  whom  were  wild  and  lawless 
cliaracters  —  and  a  great  amount  of  whiskey  was  distilled  in  that  region. 
The  tax  imposed  upon  domestic  sj)irits  in  1791  had  been  resisted  from 
the  first,  and  in  many  instances  barbarous  outrages  were  perpetrated 
upon  the  revenue  officers  —  such  as  whipping,  tarring,  and  branding. 
Congress  revised  the  law  in  1792,  modifying  its  most  obnoxious  features, 
hoping  to  avoid  all  reasonable  objections,  and  the  general  opposition 
abated.  But  with  the  French  fever  local  discontent  broke  out  afresh,  and 
the  enemies  of  the  administration  attempted  to  turn  the  excitement  to 
political  ad\-autage,  by  coupling  censures  of  other  measures  with  decla- 
mation against  the  excise  law.  In  July  an  armed  mob  attacked  the  house 
of  the  revenue  inspector.  General  John  Neville,  one  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  living  near  Pittsburg,  who  defended  it  so  well 
that  the  assailants  retired  to  increase  their  force.  The  combination  swell- 
ing to  five  hundred  men,  Neville  was  obliged  to  fly  for  his  life,  and  his 
house,  barns,  and  granaries  were  burned.  The  marshal  of  the  district 
was  seized  and  compelled  to  enter  into  stipulations  to  forbear  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office;  and  both  the  inspector  and  the  marshal  made  their 
escape  down  the  Ohio  and  by  a  circuitous  route  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

The  effect  was  electrical.  Mails  were  seized,  liberty  poles  erected, 
seditious  hand-bills  circulated,  armed  meetings  held,  all  occupation,  even 
the  course  of  law,  was  suspended,  and  the  country  launched  into  o\^Q\\ 
rebellion. 

An  outbreak  so  violent  had  not  been  contemplated  by  the  instigators, 
who  only  aimed  for  the  political  embarrassment  of  the  government.  They 
were  themselves  alarmed  at  the  fury  of  the  storm.     Several  talented  men 
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of  great  personal  popularity,  who  had  hitherto  stimulated  opposition  to 
the  law,  exerted  their  utmost  influence  to  quell  the  excitement  and  pre- 
serve order.  But  without  avail.  As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the 
civil  force  and  local  militia  were  powerless,  that  the  property  and  even 
the  lives  of  those  who  were  willing  to  obey  the  law  were  in  peril,  harsher 
measures  were  adopted.  "  Every  circumstance  indicates  that  we  must 
Jiave  a  contest  with  those  madmen,"  wrote  Wolcott.  The  President 
issued   a   proclamation  on  the  7th  of  August,  commandint'-  the 

Aug.  7.  -^  o        »  o 

insurgents  to  disperse  before  a  given  time.  To  prevent  bloodshed 
if  possible,  commissioners  were  sent  both  by  the  President  and  Governor 
Mitflin  of  Pennsylvania,  offering  a  general  amnesty  on  condition  of  peacea- 
ble submission.  The  insurrectionary  spirit  still  continuing  at  its  height, 
the  militia  assembled  with  alacrity  from  the  different  States  at 
^^  '  '  tlie  call  of  the  President,  and  Hamilton,  whom  nothing  could  deter 
from  continuing  to  recommend  measures  for  the  support  of  the  public 
credit,  was  given  the  direction  of  the  army. 

Committing  the  management  of  the  Treasury  to  Wolcott,  Hamilton 
marched  into  the  disorderly  country,  and  fulfilled  his  task  with  sucli 
prudence  and  moderation  that  not  one  life  was  sacrificed.  Jefferson,  from 
his  retirement  at  jNlonticello,  ridiculed  the  force  employed  as  greatly 
disproportioned  to  the  object;  but  other  leading  men  of  the  same  party 
wlio  accompanied  the  army  believed  that  a  less  force  M'ould  have  proved 
inadequate.  The  flight  of  the  principal  leader  removed  the  great  obstacle 
to  a  pacification,  and  a  general  submission  followed  the  arrival  of  the 
militia.  A  few  arrests  were  made,  and  a  few  obscure  persons  convicted, 
who  were,  however,  subsequently  pardoned.  A  small  body  of  troops  was 
left  during  the  winter  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

The  turbulent  societies  which  had  adopted  the  absurdities  and  extrava- 
gances of  the  French  to  an  almost  incredible  extent  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  were  ca})tious  about  heraldic  bearings,  and  scandalized 
at  the  sight  of  a  spread  eagle  on  the  coin,  and  upon  the  printed  acts  of 
Congress,  received  a  deadly  blow  in  the  mean  while.  The  remnant  of  the 
French  Convention,  rendered  desperate  by  tlie  ferocious  despotism  of  the 
Jacobins,  sought  safety  from  their  wholesale  butcheries  by  confronting 
danger.  Robespierre  himself  was  doomed  ;  the  form  of  trial  was  quickly 
enacted,  and  early  in  the  evening  of  July  28,  the  guillotine  terminated  his 
existence.  Thus  fell  the  Jacobin  clubs  in  France ;  and  as  the  boldest 
streams  must  disappear  wlien  their  feeders  are  drained,  the  Jacobin  soci- 
eties in  America  sunk  into  disgrace,  as  if  their  destinies  were  suspended 
by  the  same  tlu-ead. 

During  Hamilton's  absence  Wolcott  was  unremitting  in  his  devotion 
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to  the  business  of  the  department,  and  evinced  remarkable  capacity  for 
continued  hard  work.  He  wrote  to  his  father  on  the  25th  of  October : 
"Europe  is  hastening  to  ruin ;  the  Dutch  will  probably  resign  them- 
selves to  their  fate  without  any  great  struggle.  This  I  hear  in  a 
way  which  1  credit.  We  have  reason  to  fear  the  French  have  reversed 
the  plan  of  commercial  depredation.  Several  of  our  vessels  trading  to 
the  British  dominions  have  been  captured  and  carried  into  France.  We 
must,  however,  persist  in  the  idea  that  we  will  not  engage  in  the  war. 
Mr.  Jay's  mission  will  probably  issue  favorably,  but  it  is  not  safe  to 
encourage  sanguine  expectations."  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  winter 
session  of  Congress,  Thomas  Pinckney  was  sent  to  the  Spanish  Court 
as  envoy  extraordinary,  to  conclude  a  treaty  witli  that  government ;  thus 
the  prospects  of  peace  were  improving,  notwithstanding  the  temper  of 
the  Opposition. 

Hamilton    had    for   some    time    intended    retiring  from  the  Treasury, 
and  on  the  31st  of  January,  1795,  sent  in  his  resignation.     His  last  offi- 
cial  reports    comprehended  his  plans  for  supporting  the    public    i,9g_ 
credit  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  revenues,  and  for  the  improve-  "^^^  ^^■ 
ment  of  the   revenue.     The  first  reviewed  all  the  previous  legislation 
upon  the  subject  of  public  credit ;  the  last  entered  at  length  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  objects  and  principles  of   taxation  generally,  and  the 
alterations  required  in  the  existing  laws.     This  completed  his  fiscal  sys- 
tem.    The  assumption  of  the  debt,  the  creation  of  a  bank,  the  imposition 
of  a  tax,  each  involving  questions  of  infinite  political  moment,  liad  been 
accomplished,  and  the  Treasury  could  henceforth  take  its  natural  level 
in  point  of  national  importance.     During  the  six  years  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  government  most   of  the  problems  likely  to  arise  had 
been  solved  and  settled,  and  a  general  adherence  to  tlie  principles  thus 
established    was  henceforward    to    be    expected.     On    the   2d    of 
February,  Wolcott,  who  hnd  fully  entered  into  the  views  of  Hamil- 
ton, with   no  favorite  scliemes   to  engraft  on  that  which  seemed  perfect 
in  itself,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
versed  in  the  l)usiness  of  the  department,  was  appointed  his  successor. 

The  original  Cabinet  was  thus  entirely  changed.  Knox  had  already 
resigned,  and  been  succeeded  by  Timothy  Pickering.  Edmund  Eandolph 
was  the  successor  of  Jefferson  in  the  Department  of  State,  and  William 
Bradford  was  Attorney-General. 

New  York  was  shaken  by  all  these  great  events.  No  place  in  America 
was  so  much  affected  by  the  changeable  affairs  and  "  hy[)ocrisy  of  morals  " 
in  France.  No  other  community  watched  the  movements  of  Oreat 
Britain   witli   deeper  intei'est,  or  were  more  sharply  divided  in  oi)inion 
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as  to  what  coustitiited  the  dignity  of  a  republic  in  the  great  emergency. 
And  the  merchants  of  no  city  were  more  vitally  concerned  in  all  that 
related  to  commerce  with  the  different  nations  of  Europe. 

The  six-year-old  government  stood  firm,  a  great  recognized  power 
among  the  powers  of  the  world.  Internal  agitations  were  to  be  expected. 
Jefferson  said  truly,  "  The  people  cannot  be  all  and  always  well  informed  ; 
the  part  which  is  wrong  will  be  discontented  in  proportion  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  facts  they  misconceive."  But  the  massive  framework  of  the 
structure,  skillfully  fitted  and  balanced,  awaited  developing  processes. 
Ideas  might  clash  regarding  its  prospective  stability,  and  thousands  of 
architects  might  rise  to  declare  they  could  have  fashioned  it  better. 
Wings,  balconies,  minarets,  pinnacles,  domes,  and  all  manner  of  modern 
improvements  might  be  added,  yet  the  original  achieven)ent  would, 
through  it  all,  be  shorn  of  none  of  its  glory. 

Hamilton  returned  to  New  York  and  the  ])ractice  of  law.  His  first 
case  of  importance  was  a  libel  suit,  in  which  he  submitted  his  famous 
definition  of  a  libel,  still  accepted  in  the  courts.  Althougli  an  orator  by 
natural  gifts,  and  accustomed  to  public  speaking,  this  pioneer  effort  at 
the  bar,  even  after  he  had  infused  life  and  vigor  into  the  national  govern- 
ment with  such  success,  was  attended  with  singular  eniliarrassment.  He 
was  actually  so  o^■ercome  with  emotion  when  he  arose  to  deliver  his 
masterly  argument,  says  James  Cochrane,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the 
scene,  "  that  he  covered  his  face  with  his  hands,  and  stood  in  that  atti- 
tude before  court  and  jury  until  the  paroxysm  passed."^  He  cultivated 
a  warm  personal  friendship  for  Talleyrand,  recently  arrived  from  France. 
Dissimilar  in  many  respects,  there  was  much  to  draw  them  together.  Each 
had  l)eeu  employed  by  his  respective  government  in  tlie  regulation  of 
national  finance,  each  cherished  confirmed  opinions  concerning  the  science 
of  popular  government,  and  each  had  devised  a  system  of  public  scliool 
e;lucation. 

Hufus  King  was  re-elected  in  January  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  the  six  succeeding  years.  About  the  same  time  Governor  George 
Clinton  i)ublishe(l  an  address  to  the  people  of  New  York  declining  to  be 
a  candidate  again  for  the  office  of  governor,  which  he  had  filled  without 
iuterru])tion  since  1777.  He  said  he  "  withdrew  from  a  situation  never 
solicited  by  him,  with  real  pleasure";  and  that  having  held  for  nearly 
thirty  years  elective  offices,  and  been  compelled  to  devote  almost  all  of 
his  time  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  connected  with  them,  his  health 

1  James  Cocliiaiie  was  the  son  of  Dr.  John  Cochrane,  and  not  only  an  ardent  admirer  and 
liolitie.al  devotee  of  Hainiltoii,  but  ]iersonally  intimate  through  the  relationship  e.xisting,  his 
mother  bein"  tlie  sister  of  General  Schuyler,  and  lie  thus  tlie  first  cousin  of  Mrs.  Hamilton. 
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Witli  portrait  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Pierre  \'an  Cortlandt. 
[Original  in  possession  of  the  family.] 

liad  become  impaired,  and  his  private  affairs  required  attention.  He 
thanked  his  constituents  with  much  feeling  for  their  continued  confidence 
and  support  during  the  trying  scenes  through  which  he  had  passed. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Yan  Cortkndt  at  tlie  same  time  declined  re-elec- 
tion on  account  of  advanced  age.     He  had  reached  his  seventy-fifth  year.^ 

1  Lieutenant-Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  (born  1721,  died  1814)  was  the  grandson  of 
the  fii-st  lord  of  the  manor,  Hon.  Stephanu.s  Van  Cortlandt,  and  the  great-grandson  of  OlolT 
S.  Van  Cortlandt,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  (See  Vol.  I.  90,  277,  278,  606.) 
Through  his  mother,  Catharine  De  Peyster,  he  was  the  grandson  of  Treasurer  Abraham  De 
Peyster,  and  the  great-grandson  of  the  founder  of  the  De  Peyster  family  in  America.  (See  Vol. 
I.  225,  226,  420,  421.)  And  through  his  grandmother,  the  famous  Gertrude  Schuyler,  he  was 
the  great-giandson  of  the  founder  of  the  Schuyler  family  in  America.  (See  Vol.  I.  153,  154.) 
He  married  his  second  cousin,  Joanna  Livingston,  born  1722,  the  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Cor- 
nelia Beekman  Livingston,  and  granddaughter  of  Eobert,  the  first  lord  of  Livingston  manor, 
the  founder  of  the  Livingston  family  in  America.  Their  children  were  :  1.  Philip,  the  general, 
bom  1749,  never  married  ;  2  Catharine,  boin  1751,  married  Abraham  Van  Wyck  ;  3.  Cor- 
nelia, born  1753,  married  Gerard  G.  Beekman,  Jr.  ;  4.  Gertrude,  born  1755,  died  unmarried  ; 
5.. Gilbert,  born  1757  ;  6.  Stephen,  born  1760;  7.  Pierre,  born  1762,  married  first  Catharine 
Clinton,  daughter  of  George  Clinton,  second,  Ann  Stephenson  ;  8.  Ann,  born  1776,  married 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  the  Albany  mayor,  only  brother  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Stephen  Van 
Pensselaer,  the  patroon.  —  Family  Archives. 
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Side  by  side  with  Governor  Clinton  for  eighteen  successive  years,  he  had 
given  his  time  and  strength  to  the  administration  of  the  new  State 
government.  Clinton  being  necessarily  much  absorbed  in  military  duties, 
Van  Cortlandt  had  been  left  chief  executive  ofUcer  and  civil  magistrate  a 
greater  portion  of  the  period  of  the  war.  Peace  returning,  he  presided 
over  the  Senate,  and  with  such  dignity  and  sound  judgment  that  he  was 
deservedly  popular.  He  was  the  fifth  son  of  Philip  and  Catharine  De 
Peyster  Van  Cortlandt  (double  cousin  of  the  mother  of  Chief  Justice 
Jay),  and  by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother 
heir-at-law  to  the  manorial  estates.  His 
lofty  character  was  illustrated  by  the  dis- 
dain with  which  he  rejected  the  offer  of 
royal  favor,  and  safety  to  his  property,  if  he 
would  cease  opposition  to  the  crown,  made 
by  Governor  Tryon  on  the  occasion  of  a 
personal  visit  to  the  manor-house  at  Croton 
Landing  just  before  the  outbreak  of  hostil- 
ities. Van  Cortlandt's  services  in  the  New 
York  Congress,  Convention,  and  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  his  example  of  undismayed 
General  Philip  Van  Cortlandt.         faithfulucss  whcu  driven  from  liis  cstatcs, 

[Copy  of  rare  miniature  in  possession  of  Pierre  Cort.  ii-i  i  ■>  111  ij_i 

landt  Van  wyck.]  aud  whilc  advcrsc  Clouds  darkened  the  en- 

tire horizon,  were  of  priceless  value  to  the  American  cause.  He  was 
one  of  the  thirty-eight  patriots  who  ratified  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence—on horseback  —  at  White  Plains  on  the  9th  of  July,  1776; 
and  from  October  of  the  same  year,  when  elected  vice-president  of  the 
Convention,  was  almost  the  sole  presiding  officer  of  that  heroic  body  until 
it  completed  its  labors.  Few  men  of  his  time  inspired  a  higher  degree  of 
confidence  and  respect  among  all  classes  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  General  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,!  was  at  this  time  a  member  of  Congress,  having  been  elected  in 

1  General  Pliilip  Van  Cortlandt  (born  1749,  died  nnniarried  at  the  Van  Cortlandt  nianor- 
house,  November  21,  1831)  was  oik^  of  the  Commissioners  of  Forfeitures  for  the  counties  of 
Westchester,  Kichmond,  Kings,  Queens,  and  Suffolk  ;  he  was  the  first  Su[)ervisor  of  tlie 
town  of  Cortlandt  in  1788,  a  member  of  the  New  York  Assembly  fiom  1788  to  1790,  and  of 
the  Senate  from  1791  to  1794,  at  which  time  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress,  until  1809.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Convention  which  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  1812  was  an  elector  for  President.  He  was  also  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Cincinnati,  and  its  first  treasurer.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  burned  his  commission  of 
Major  in  the  '-Tryon  Guards"  of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt,  and  was  elected  to  the  Provincial 
Convention  which  met  in  New  York  City,  in  defiance  of  the  established  government,  to  choose 
delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress.  He  was  shortly  after  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  in 
the  American  army,  and  served  fearles.sly  and  nobly  through  the  war  ;  for  his  gallantry  at 
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1793 ;  and  he  continued  to  represent  his  district  in  that  body  for  sixteen 
successive  years,  until  he  declined  re-election.  His  personal  resemblance 
to  Lafayette,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  and  whom  he 
accompanied  through  the  United  States  on  his  memorable  tour  in  182-4, 
Mas  remarked  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  on  one  occasion  was  turned  to 
decided  advantage.     At  a  large  reception  Lafayette,  wearied  with  hand- 


Yoiktown  lie  was  made  a  brigadier-general.  Many  of  the  .striking  incidents  in  his  career 
are  revealed  through  his  private  coriespondence,  to  which  the  author  has  liad  access.  In  the 
spring  of  1776  he  was  on  duty  at  Ticonderoga,  and  member  of  a  court-martial  for  the  trial 
of  Moses  Hazen,  charged  by  Benedict  Arnold  with  disobedience  of  orders.  "I  remained," 
he  wrote,  "long  enough  to  discover  the  vile  conduct  of  Arnold  in  procuring  a  vast  quantity 
of  goods  from  the  merchants  of  Montreal,  which  he  intended  for,  and  which,  I  believe,  was 
ajipropriated  to  his  own  use.  For  this,  and  also  for  improper  conduct  before  the  court,  he 
would  have  been  arrested  himself,  but  escaped  by  procuring  an  order  from  General  Gates,  to 
send  me,  the  morning  after  the  court  adjourned,  to  Sclienesborough  (Whitehall)  by  which 
means  the  court  was  dissolved  and  Arnold  escaped."  Being  one  of  the  court-martial  convened 
in  Philadelphia  in  1780  (see  Vol.  II.  230)  for  the  trial  of  Arnold,  in  connection  with  four 
other  officers  who  had  served  on  the  Hazen  trial,  he  wrote:  "We  voted  for  cashiering  him, 
but  were  overruled  by  a  sentence  of  reprimand.  Had  they  all  known  what  we  knew,  he 
would  have  been  dismissed  the  service."  Van  Cortlandt  adopted  his  nephew,  Philip  Gilbert 
Van  Wyck  (elder  brother  of  Pierre  Cortlandt  Van  Wyck,  recorder  of  the  city  as  mentioned  in 
note,  p.  86),  son  of  Abraham  and  Catharine  Van  Cortlandt  Van  Wyck,  to  whom  he  left  the 
great  bulk  of  his  property  by  will.  Philip  Gilbert  Van  Wyck  married  Mary  Gardiner,  descend- 
ant of  the  first  lord  of  the  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island.  Their  children  were  ;  1.  Joanna  Liv- 
ingston Van  Wyck  ;  2.  Catharine,  married  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Battin  ;  3.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
died  unmarried  ;  4.  Eliza,  married  William  Van  Ness  Livingston  ;  5.  Gardiner,  died  unmar- 
ried ;  6.  Fanny  Van  Rensselaer,  married  Judge  Alexander  Wells,  whose  only  daughter, 
Gertrude,  married  Schuyler  Hamilton,  Jr.,  great-grandson  of  Alexander  Hamilton  ;  7.  Pierre 
Cortlandt  Van  AVyck. 

The  father  of  Abraham  Van  Wyck,  who  married  Catharine  Van  Cortlandt,  was  Theodorus, 
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shaking,  suddenly  disappeared,  leaving  Van  Cortlandt  as  his  substitute 
to  receive  the  greetings  of  the  multitude,  who,  not  discovering  the  change, 
went  away  satisfied  with  having,  as  sup[)0sed,  grasped  the  hand  of  the 
French  nobleman  and  patriot.  Van  Cortlandt's  portrait,  copied  from  a 
rare  little  miniature  painted  about  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  reveals  to 
the  curious  reader  traces  of  that  extraordinary  likeness  to  Lafayette  which 
misled  the  enthusiastic  crowd.  His  younger  brother,  Pierre,  succeeded  to 
the  manor-house  property  at  Croton  Landing,  of  whom  mention  will  be 
made  upon  a  future  page. 

Stephen,  the  elder  brother  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Van  Cortlandt,  was 
a  loyalist ;  his  son  Philip,  who  married  Catharine  Ogden,  was  an  officer 
in  tlie  British  army.  That  branch  of  the  family  retired  to  England, 
where  their  descendants  are  connected  with  some  of  the  best  families  in 
the  kingdom.  The  granddaughter  of  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt  married 
Clement  Clark  Moore,  son  of  Bishop  Moore. 

The  interesting  question  of  selecting  candidates  for  the  two  important 
offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  at  once  occupied  attention. 
The  nomination  of  governor  was  tendered  to  Hamilton,  to  whom  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  was  also  awarded  after  his  return  from  Philadelphia,  but 
he  positively  declined.  Jay  was  in  England.  His  business,  however,  was 
approaching  completion.  Negotiations  had  prospered  under  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Grenville,  with  the  favor  of  the  king,  and  a  treaty  was  already 
signed.  "  Various  rumors  are  circulated  respecting  Mr.  Jay's  return  to 
this  country,"  wrote  Rufus  King  in  JSIarch.  "  Those  who  wish  his  elec- 
tion as  governor  of  the  State  expect  him  in  the  spring,  certainly  before 
the  month  of  July."  In  the  mean  time  he  received  the  nomination  for 
governor,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon,  for  lieutenant- 
governor. 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  3d  of  ]\Iarch.  Four  days  later  the  famous 
treaty  was  received,  and  submitted  to  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  convened 
for  the  purpose,  Vice-President  Adams  in  the  chair.  Such  was  the  state 
of  party  feeling,  that  the  mere  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  treaty, 
even  while  its  provisions  were  undivulged,  lashed  the  Opposition  into  a 
fury.  Some  of  the  newspapers  denounced  the  President  as  no  statesman, 
hardly  a  soldier,  called  him  a  "  tool  of  England,"  declared  l)oldly  that  he 
had  drawn  money  fraudulently  from  the  Treasury,  and  said,  "  If  the  in- 
fiuence  of  a  treaty  is  added  to  the  influence  Great  Britain  already  has  in 
our  government,  wq  shall  be  colonized  anew."  Not  this  particular  treaty, 
but  any  treaty  with  Great  Britain  was  clearly  under  condemnation.  "  A 
republic  should  form  no  connection  with  a  monarch,"  was  the  cry. 

Until  the  question  of  its  ratification  should  be  duly  considered,  pro- 
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priety  required  that  the  contents  of  tlie  treaty  should  remain  a  secret 
with  the  administration,  especially  as  it  had  not  been  published  in  Eng- 
land. But  the  Opposition  seized  upon  what  little  they  could  learn  of  it 
to  excite  public  distrust.  Meanwhile,  at  the  April  election  in  New  York 
John  Jay  was  elected  governor  of  the  State  by  a  large  majority  over  the 
opposing  candidate,  Eobert  Yates  —  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  York  from  1790  to  1798  —  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  was  elected 
lieutenant-governor.  The  Federalists  also  obtained  a  majority  in  both 
houses  of  the  Legislature.  The  result  of  the  state  canvass  was  declared  on 
the  26th  of  ]\[ay.  Two  days  afterward  Chief  Justice  Jay  arrived 
from  the  court  of  England.  He  was  welcomed  in  the  most  noisy  ^^ 
and  joyful  manner,  all  the  bells  in  the  city  mingling  with  the  roar  of 
cannon,  and  conducted  to  his  house  from  the  wharf  by  an  excited  multi- 
tude eager  to  testify  their  gratitude  for  his  successful  mission  of  peace. 

Alas  1  this  popular  applause  was  quickly  succeeded  by  a  whirlwind  of 
the  most  unqualified  abuse.  Every  effort  was  made  to  impeach  the  char- 
acter of  the  great  jurist;  he  was  called  an  "arch-traitor,"  accused  of 
perfidy  and  double  dealing,  and  of  kneeling  in  idolatry  to  the  enemy  of 
France.  He  took  the  oath  of  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York 
on  the  1st  of  July,  having  previously  resigned  his  high  seat  on 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  following 
day  a  Virginia  senator,  regardless  of  official  decorum,  sent  a  copy  of  the 
treaty,  still  under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  with  closed  doors,  to 

•'  July  2. 

the  editor  of  a  Philadelphia  newspaper,  who  prematurely  printed 
it  in  full.  A  pile  of  combustibles  was  ready  for  the  torch,  composed  of 
French  emigrants  devoted  to  their  cause,  general  malcontents  who  were 
persuaded  that  a  war  with  England  would  be  a  relief,  Western  settlers 
who  wanted  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  Pennsylvanians  who  were 
seeking  the  abolition  of  the  excise  laws,  refugees  of  every  class  from  all 
nations,  who  through  their  crimes  or  desperate  fortunes  "  had  taken  refuge 
in  patriotism,"  and  men  and  classes  disappointed  in  ambitious  projects,  and 
who  were  aggrieved,  or  fancied  themselves  so,  by  the  operation  of  various 
measures,  and  an  explosion  immediately  followed.  A  mob  collected  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  paraded  the  streets  bearing  aloft  the 
effigy  of  John  Jay,  with  a  pair  of  scales  in  his  hand,  labeled  on  one  side 
"  American  Liberty  and  Independence,"  on  the  other  "  British  gold,"  while 
from  the  mouth  of  the  figure  proceeded  the  words,  "  Come  up  to  my  price 
and  I  will  sell  you  my  country,"  which  was  publicly  burned.  Meetings 
were  held  in  every  part  of  the  country  denouncing  the  treaty.  In  New 
York  one  was  convened  in  the  open  air  in  Wall  Street,  and  Hamilton  and 
Paifus  King  upon  the  balcony  of  Federal  Hall  undertook  its  defense.     A 
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shower  of  stones  was  leveled  at  them  by  the  exasperated  nmltitude. 
"  These  are  hard  arguments  to  encounter,"  said  Hamilton,  smiling.  The 
party,  after  adopting  violent  resolutions  against  the  treaty,  marched  with 
the  American  and  French  colors  flying  to  the  Bowling  Green,  in  front  of  the 
new  government  house,  the  residence  of  Governor  Jay,  and  with  demoniac 
shouts  burned  the  treaty.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  a  committee  of 
fifteen,  with  Brockholst  Livingston,  Mrs.  Jay's  brother,  chairman,  reported 
twenty-eight  condemnatory  resolutions.  A  counter-current  led  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  Comfort  Sands  was  the 
president,  where  resolutions  of  approval  were  adopted.^ 

Jay  entered  into  no  defense  of  either  himself  or  his  treaty.  "  God  gov- 
erns the  world,"  he  said,  "  and  we  have  only  to  do  our  duty  wisely,  and 
leave  the  issue  to  him."  On  the  11th  he  responded  to  a  letter  from 
Major-General  Henry  Lee,  saying :  "  The  treaty  is  as  it  is  ;  and  the  time 
will  certainly  come  when  it  will  universally  receive  exactly  that  degree 
of  condemnation  or  censure  which,  to  candid  and  enlightened  minds,  it 
shall  appear  to  deserve."  Hammond  writes,  "  It  would  be  unjust  to  ac- 
cuse the  great  body  of  reflective  republicans  of  participating  in  or  even 
approving  the  outrages  that  were  perpetrated."  But  Fisher  Ames  de- 
clared that  the  passions  of  the  crazy  nniltitude  were  scarcely  more  deadly 
to  public  order  than  the  theories  of  philosophers.  "  Our  Federal  ship  is 
near  foundering  in  a  mill-pond,"  he  wrote  on  the  9th. 

1  Comfort  Sands  (born  1748,  died  1834)  was  descended  from  James  Sands  (bom  1622),  of 
Reading,  Berkshire,  England,  who  came  to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1658,  and  in  1660, 
in  company -with  others,  bought  Block  Island  from  the  Indians,  and  removed  there  the  fol- 
lowing year.  His  son  John  married  Sibyl  Ray,  and  resided  at  Sand's  Point,  Long  Island. 
His  son  John  had  also  a  son  John  (married  Elizabeth  Corn  well),  the  father  of  Comfort.  The 
latter  was  a  prominent  merchant  in  New  York  City,  and  an  active  patriot  throughout  the  war  ; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Congresses,  and  auditor-general  of  public  accounts  from 
1776  to  1781.  He  married,  I.Sarah,  daughter  of  Wilkie  Dodge;  2.  Cornelia,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Lott.  His  son  Joseph,  of  the  great  banking-house  of  Prime,  Ward,  k  Sands,  married 
Marie  Therese  Kamflin,  the  ceremony  being  performed  at  Paris  by  Talleyrand,  Bishop  of  Au- 
tun,  in  1782.  His  daughter  Cornelia  married  the  banker,  Nathaniel  Prime,  whose  children  have 
intermarried  with  the  Hoffmans,  Jays,  Costers,  Rays,  and  other  prominent  New  York  families. 
Richardson  Sands,  brother  of  Comfort  Sands,  born  1754,  married  Lucretia,  daughter  of  John 
Ledyard,  who  after  his  death  married  General  Ebenezer  Stevens  ;  his  only  son,  Austin  Led- 
yard  Sands,  was  a  well-known  merchant  of  New  York,  who  died  in  1859.  The  sons  of  Austin 
Ledyard  Sands  :  1.  Samuel  Stevens  Sands,  married  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Aymar,  whose 
son,  Samuel  Stevens  Sands,  Jr.,  married,  April  6,  1880,  Annie,  second  daughter  of  Oliver 
Harriman  ;  2.  Austin  L.  Sands,  M.  D.,  of  Newport;  3.  William  R.  Sands,  married  Mary 
Gardiner,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Gardiner,  propiietor  of  Gardiner's  Island  ;  4.  Andrew 
H.  Sands.  Joshua  Sands,  younger  brother  of  Comfort  Sands,  was  a  State  senator  from 
1792  to  1799  ;  member  of  Congress  in  1805  and  in  1825  ;  Collector  of  the  port  of  New  York 
from  1797  to  1801  ;  and  a  large  real  estate  owner  in  Brooklyn.  His  granddaughter  married 
Hon.  Rodman  Price,  governor  of  New  Jersey  from  1854  to  1857.  His  son  Joshua,  rear- 
admiral  in  the  U.  S.  N.,  married  the  daughter  of  John  Stevens  of  Hoboken.  —  Haldane. 
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When  the  treaty  was  conditionally  ratified  by  the  Senate,  a  howl  was 
raised  against  the  Constitution,  because  it  provided  that  senators  should 
hold  place  six  years.  Threats  of  coercing  the  President  into  a  veto  were 
audibly  uttered.  Some  talked  of  "  bringing  John  Jay  to  trial  and  to 
justice,"  and  a  few  violent  agitators  even  went  so  far  as  to  lament  the 
want  of  a  guillotine.  Grave,  weighty,  conspicuous  men,  who  had  hith- 
erto been  well  affected  towards  the  administration,  and  not  a  few  who 
had  been  leading  Federalists,  were  among  the  opponents  of  the  treaty. 
While  Washington  delayed  his  decision,  he  was  showered  with  remon- 
strances and  invectives.  The  treaty  was  by  no  means  all  that  he  desired. 
Its  commercial  adjustments  were  mutilated  by  the  restrictive  policy  then 
prevailing.  In  1783  the  American  commissioners  at  Paris,  in  their  nego- 
tiation with  David  Hartley,  endeavored  in  vain  to  induce  the  British 
Cabinet  to  open  the  ports  of  their  West  India  colonies.  The  policy  of 
the  European  powers  in  monopolizing  the  trade  of  their  colonies  seemed 
to  be  immovably  established.  Even  France  in  her  treaty  of  1778  granted 
no  share  of  her  colonial  trade  to  her  new  and  cherished  allies ;  and  from 
the  colonies  of  Spain  all  foreign  vessels  were  rigidly  excluded.  England, 
moreover,  was  in  a  deadly  war  with  France.  Peace  might  change  the 
possession  of  many  islands  and  countries.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  she  would,  at  such  a  juncture,  depart  from  the  exclusive  system  to 
which  long  habit  and  common  opinion  had  strongly  attached  her.  So  sen- 
sible had  been  the  President  of  the  obstacles  which  Jay  would  encounter, 
that  he  instructed  him  to  ask  for  the  "  privilege  "  of  carrying  on  this  trade 
in  vessels  of  "  certain  defined  burdens."  Jay's  task  had  not  been  an 
easy  one.  He  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  partial  relaxation  of  the 
colonial  monopoly,  but  it  was  only  on  certain  conditions  and  securities ; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  decide  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it 
was  most  advisable  to  reject  or  accept  them.  If  he  rejected  them,  the 
United  States  would  lose  what  England  was  ready  to  concede,  reciprocal 
and  perfect  liberty  of  commerce  with  tlie  British  dominions  in  Europe 
and  the  East  Indies  —  which  has  since  proved  a  source  of  vast  wealth  to 
the  country  ;  also  the  abandonment  of  the  western  posts.  It  was  im- 
possible to  negotiate  in  regard  to  these  posts  without  encountering  the 
complaints  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  debts  —  a  subject  excessively 
offensive  to  the  debtors  in  the  various  States.  The  treaty  provided  for 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  agreed  that  the  citizens  of  one  country  should 
not  enter  into  the  service  of  a  foreign  power,  to  fight  against  the  other ; 
and  such  as  accepted  foreign  commissions  for  arming  vessels  as  privateers 
against  either  of  the  parties  might,  if  taken,  be  treated  as  pirates.  The 
article  declaring  that  neither  debts  due  from  individuals  of  one  nation  to 
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individuals  of  the  other,  nor  money  which  they  might  have  in  the  public 
funds  or  in  public  or  private  banks,  should  ever,  in  any  event  of  war  or 
national  differences,  be  sequestered  or  confiscated,  created,  for  reasons  obvi- 
ous to  every  student  of  history,  more  wrath  than  all  the  others  combined. 

Jay  was  not  himself  satisfied  with  the  treaty  as  a  whole,  but  had  written 
from  London,  "  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  or  conjecture  that  one  more 
favorable  to  us  is  attainable."  He  furthermore  said  :  "  Difficulties  which 
retarded  its  accomplishment  frequently  had  the  appearance  of  being  in- 
surmountable. They  at  last  yielded  to  modifications,  and  to  that  mutual 
disposition  to  agreement  which  reconciled  Lord  Grenville  and  myself  to 
an  unusual  degree  of  trouble  and  application.  They  who  have  leveled 
uneven  ground  know  how  little  of  the  work  afterward  appears." 

Hamilton  was  displeased  with  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and 
thought  "  valuable  alterations  "  might  be  made  in  the  13th  article,  and 
perhaps  in  others.  At  the  same  time  he  told  its  enemies  that  a  trade 
which  was  increasing  at  a  rapid  rate  despite  annoyances  should  not  be 
sacrificed  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  except  for  the  most  urgent  rea- 
sons.^ In  reply  to  Brockholst  Livingston,  who  assailed  the  treaty  through 
the  press  as  "Decius,"  he -wrote  numerous  articles  under  the  signature  of 
"  Camillus."  So  much  was  Jefferson  alarmed  at  the  force  of  Hamilton's 
reasoning,  that  he  begged  Madison  "  for  God's  sake  "  to  take  vip  his  pen, 
there  being  no  one  able  to  meet  that  Federal  champion,  whom  he  de- 
scribed as  "really  a  Colossus  to  the  anti-Eepublican  party.  He  is  a 
host  within  himself.  His  adversaries  having  begun  the  attack,  he  has 
the  advantage  of  answering  them,  and  remains  unanswered  himself."  ^ 

On  the  15th  of  August  the  President,  with  a  moral  independence  which 
posterity  will  never  cease  to  admire,  signed  the  treaty,  in  accord- 
'  ance  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  House  threatened  to  nullify  the  act,  and  for  two  weeks  was 
the  scene  of  an  exhibition  of  eloquence  never  probably  exceeded  either 
before  or  since  in  the  American  Congress,  the  great  body  of  the  merchants, 
and  of  the  more  judicious  and  reflecting  portion  of  the  people  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  his  course  was  that  of  consummate  wisdom. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  treaty  was  to  avert  a  war  from  which  the 
United  States  could  have  derived  no  possible  advantage  which  the  treaty 
did  not  secure.  And,  with  one  exception,  the  treaty  removed  every  exist- 
ing obstacle  to  the  continuance  of  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
This  exception  was  the  right  claimed  by  Great  Britain  to  impress  her 

1  The  exports  had  risen  in  five  years  from  nineteen  millions  annually,  to  foity-eiglit 
millions.  —  HildretKs  History  of  the  United  States. 
-  Jefferson  to  Madison,  September  21,  1795. 
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own  seamen,  when  found  on  board  neutral  merchant- vessels  at  sea ;  a 
claim  which  a  subsequent  war  and  treaty  failed  to  extinguish. 

Twelve  days  before  the  President  ratified  the  treaty  the  troublesome 
and  expensive  contest  with  the  Northwestern  Indians  was  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion,  by  terms  of  peace  duly  signed  at  Fort  Greenville, 
where  Anthony  Wayne  met  the  chiefs  of  the  Wyandots,  Dela wares,  Shaw- 
anoes,  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Potawatomies,  Miamis,  Weeas,  Kickapoos, 
Piankoshaws,  Kaskaskias,  and  Eel  Eiver  Indians.  The  Indians  ceded 
sixteen  detached  portions  of  territory,  which  included  the  post  of  Detroit, 
that  at  the  foot  of  the  Maumee  Rapids,  and  Chicago  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Illinois  Eiver,  with  several  other  sites  of  forts  or  trading-houses,  still  in 
possession  of  the  British,  but  which  were  to  be  surrendered  under  Jay's 
treaty.  In  return  the  Indians  were  promised  presents  to  the  amount  of 
$20,000;  also  an  annual  allowance  to  the  value  of  $9,500.  But  the 
Southern  frontier,  through  frequent  bloody  outrages,  was  to  remain  nearly 
another  year  in  a  state  of  inquietude:  on  the  29th  of  June,  1796,  a 
treaty  was  finally  concluded  between  the  President  and  the  Creek 
Indians. 

Swiftly  following  these  events,  Pinckney's  special  mission  to  Spain 
resulted  in  settling  the  long-disputed  question  of  Spanish  boundary  and 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  The  treaty  with  that  power  was  signed 
in  October.  Before  the  end  of  November  a  treaty  had  been  arranged 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Dey  of  Algiers  through  the  efforts  of 
Colonel  Humphreys,  in  addition  to  a  recognition  of  the  former  treaty  with 
Morocco,  obtained  from  the  new  sovereign.  And  when  Congress  assem- 
bled in  December  the  President  in  his  opening  speech  presented  a 
pleasing  view  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country :  "  Every  part  of  the 
Union  displays  indications  of  rapid  and  various  improvement,  and  ex- 
hibits a  spectacle  of  national  happiness  never  surpassed,  if  ever  before 
equaled." 

Immediately  after  the  President  affixed  his  name  to  Jay's  treaty, 
Ptandolph  resigned  the  post  of  Secretary  of  State  under  circumstances  of 
a  peculiar  character.  Washington  had  gone  to  Mount  Vernon  in  July 
for  a  few  weeks'  rest.  Hammond,  the  British  Minister,  had  recently 
married  one  of  the  beautiful  daughters  of  Andrew  Allen  of  Philadelphia, 
and  was  residing  at  his  country-seat  near  the  city  ;  he  sent  an  invitation 
to  Secretary  Wolcott  to  dine  with  him  on  Sunday,  the  26th  of  July, 
which  was  accepted.  "  I  found  the  company,"  wrote  Wolcott,  "  to  con- 
sist of  Mr.  Hammond's  family,  Mr.  Strickland,  an  English  gentleman,  Mr. 
Thornton,  the  late  secretary  of  the  British  legation,  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Allen  of  Philadelphia."     Before  dinner,  Hammond  took  Wolcott  aside 
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and  communicated  the  fact  of  having  received  from  Lord  Grenville 
an  intercepted  letter  of  M.  Fauchet,  the  French  Minister  to  his  govern- 
ment. The  package  of  dispatches  had  been  thrown  overboard  from  a 
French  packet  on  the  approach  of  an  English  vessel,  and  rescued  from  the 
water  by  a  sailor  who  plunged  in  after  them.  After  dining  the  gentle- 
men adjourned  to  a  private  room,  and  the  celebrated  letter  was  read  aloud 
in  English.  The  information  it  contained  was  highly  interesting  —  and 
an  extensive  superstructure  of  inferences  was  erected  thereupon  by  the 
lively  fancy  of  the  French  Minister.  The  whole  political  situation  of  the 
two  parties  in  America  was  indeed  reviewed  either  at  length,  or  by 
reference  to  former  dispatches.  Allusions  to  "  precious  confessions  "  of 
Randolph  concerning  the  policy  of  the  Opposition  to  overthrow  the 
administration  excited  grave  comment.  One  clause  pointed  towards  a 
cabal  in  New  York  which,  aided  by  the  British  Minister,  was  devising 
measures  to  destroy  Governor  Clinton,  Randolph,  M.  Fauchet,  and  others. 
The  following  paragraph  seemed  to  bristle  with  significance:  "Two  or 
three  days  before  the  proclamation  was  published,  and  of  course  before 
the  Cabinet  had  resolved  on  its  measures,  Mr.  Randolph  came  to  see  me 
with  an  air  of  great  eagerness,  and  made  me  the  overtures  of  which  I  have 
given  you  an  account  in  my  Number  Six.  Thus  with  some  thousands  of 
dollars  the  Republic  could  have  decided  on  civil  war  or  peace !  Thus  the 
consciences  of  the  pretended  patriots  of  America  already  have  their 
prices ! " 

Wolcott,  accompanied  by  Secretary  Pickering,  visited  Attorney-General 
Bradford,  who  was  ill  at  his  country-house,  on  the  29th  ;  and  after  an 
interchange  of  opinions,  a  letter  was  written  to  the  President  requesting  his 
return  to  Philadelphia.  He  reached  the  city  August  11,  and  the  same 
evening  the  whole  matter  was  placed  in  his  hands.  His  subsequent 
course,  and  the  scene  when,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  his  Secretary  of  State  was  asked  to  read  the  letter  of  the  French 
Minister,  are  familiar  to  every  reader  of  American  history.  Randolph  has- 
tened to  Newport,  where  M.  Fauchet  was  about  to  sail  for  France,  having 
been  superseded  by  M.  Adet,  and  before  the  year  ended  published  a 
pamphlet  in  vindication  of  his  conduct,  which  was  so  offensive  to  Wash- 
ington that  he  made  no  effort  to  conceal  his  intense  indignation. 

In  the  midst  of  the  political  commotions  of  the  summer  a  Britisli 
frioate  entered  New  York  Harbor  with  several  cases  of  yellow 

1795. 

fever  on  board.  The  disease  spread  rapidly  through  tlie  city,  and 
although  great  numljers  of  the  citizens  fled  in  dismay  to  country-places, 
seven  hundred  and  tliirty-two  deaths  occurred.  The  people  of  Philadel- 
phia, througli  INIayor  Matthew  Clarkson,  remitted  seven  thousand  dollars 
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to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.^  The  new  almshouse, 
completed  this  year  in  Chambers  Street,  was  of  special  use  in  the  emer- 
gency, and  was  shortly  reported  to  contain  six  hundred  and  twenty-two 
paupers. 

In  his  last  annual  message  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Governor 
Clinton  recommended  an  endowment  for  common  schools  throughout  the 
State.  He  had  been  ex-officio  Eegent  and  Chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
sity ever  since  its  foundation,  and  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
jwrtance  of  utilizing  every  possible  agency  for  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge.  Liberal  provisions  had  been  made  for  the  establish- 
ment of  colleges  and  the  higher  seminaries  of  learning,  but  legislative  aid 
was  yet  to  be  afforded  to  that  portion  of  the  community  without  the  pale 
of  such  institutions.^  An  act  was  accordingly  passed  in  April  appro- 
priating an  annual  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  five  years  to  the 
maintenance  of  common  schools  in  the  various  towns  of  the  State. 

The  first  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of  the  New  York  Society 
Library  —  the  earliest  loan  library  in  America  —  was  completed  this  year 
in  Nassau  Street,  corner  of  Cedar.  The  site  purchased,  a  lot  thirty  feet 
wide  and  of  irregular  depth,  was  part  of  the  garden  of  Joseph  Winter's 
mansion ;  and  the  tree  hovering  in  the  shadow  of  the  building,  as 
shown  in  the  sketch,  was  a  luxuriant  apricot,  which,  with  the  grapery 
peeping  above  the  brick  wall,  belonged  to  his  domain.  Our  illustra- 
tion is  from  a  faithful  representation  of  the  building  by  the  venerable 
father  of  American  wood-engraving.  Dr.  Alexander  Anderson,  who  exe- 
cuted it  in  1818,  for  The  Picture  of  New  York,  a  little  guide-book  by 
Goodrich.  The  structure  was  imposing,  considering  its  purpose  and  the 
time  of  its  erection.  It  was  built  of  brown  stone,  with  three  quarter  Cor- 
inthian columns,  resting  on  a  projecting  basement,  with  ornamental  iron 
balustrades  forming  a  favorite  balcony.  The  interior  was  fashioned  with 
a  flight  of  stairs  in  the  center  leading  to  an  oblong  room  on  the  second 
floor  lighted  with  three  tall  windows  at  each  end,  having  a  gallery,  and 

1  During  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  1792,  the 
L-orporation  of  New  York  City  gave  $  5,000  to  the  distressed  citizens  of  the  Quaker  City,  and 
the  Bank  of  New  York  loaned  them  considerable  sums  of  money  at  five  per  cent.  —  Good- 
rich's Chronological  Picture  of  Ncir  York. 

2  The  earliest  application  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  for  the  incorporation  of  an 
academy  for  clas.sical  instruction  was  from  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Buel,  Nathaniel  Gardiner,  and 
David  Mulford,  of  Easthampton,  where  a  school  had  been  supported  by  the  people  ever  since 
the  settlement  of  the  town.  The  academy  building  was  erected  in  1784.  Rev.  Dr.  Buel  was 
the  celebrated  pastor  of  the  Easthampton  Church.  (See  Vol.  I.  596.)  David  Mulford  (born 
1754,  died  1799,  married  Rachel  Gardiner)  was  the  son  of  Colonel  David  and  Phcebe  Hunting 
Mulford,  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Easthampton,  and  e.xecutor  of  the  estate  of  David  Gardi- 
ner, sixth  lord  of  the  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Judge  John  JIul- 
tord,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Easthampton.  — Mulford  Genealogy. 
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bookcases  on  every  side  protected  by  wire  doors.  The  society  numbered 
nearly  one  thousand  members,  comprising  the  leading  citizens  of  all  occu- 
pations, and  the  collection  of  books  removed  from  a  room  on  the  upper 
floor  of  Federal  Hall  to  their  new  home  in  June  embraced  about  five 
thousand  volumes.  ^ 

When  the  war  began  the  books  of  the  Society,  four  thousand  or  more, 

disappeared,  and 
were  supposed  by 
many  persons  to 
have  been  destroyed. 
No  meeting  was  held 
lor  the  transaction 
(if  business  or  the 
choice  of  trustees 
during  the  whole 
fourteen  years  from 
1774  to  1788.  In 
December  of  the 
last-mentioned  year, 
however,  a  move- 
ment was  instituted 
which  resulted  in 
the  election  of 
twelve  trustees.  Chancellor  Livingston,  Robert  Watts,  Brockholst  Livings- 
ton, Samuel  Jones,  Walter  Eutherford,  Matthew  Clarkson,  Peter  Ketteltas, 
Samuel  Bard,  Hugh  Gaine,  Daniel  Cromnelin  Verplanck,  Edward  Gris- 
wold,  and  Henry  Eemseu,  all  gentlemen  of  education  and  culture.  The 
reader  will  observe  that  three  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  institution, 
Eobert  E.  Livingston,  John  Watts,  and  William  Livingston,  were  repre- 
sented in  the  organization  of  1788  by  their  sons.  Henceforward  the 
society  prospered.  Eare  and  useful  works,  long  since  selected  from  the 
English  standard  literature,  by  the  De  Lanceys,  Alexanders,  Livingstons, 
and  others,  were  exhumed  from  places  where  they  had  been  lodged  for 
safe-keeping,  and,  together  with  valuable  newspaper  files  from  1726, 
restored  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  handed  down  to 
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(Corner  Nassau  and  Cedar  Streets.] 


1  At  a  meeting  of  trustees,  May  7,  1754,  it  was  voted  that  every  member  bring  in  a  list 
of  such  books  as  he  might  judge  most  proper  for  tlie  first  pureliase.  At  a  meeting,  Septem- 
ber 11,  1754,  pending  the  arrival  of  books  ordered  from  London,  resolutions  were  adopted 
concerning  a  library-room  in  the  city  hall,  and  John  Watts,  William  Livingston,  and  William 
P,  Smith  were  appointed  to  carry  them  into  effect.  The  minutes  show  that  invoices  of 
books,  larger  or  smaller,  were  added  to  the  library  in  1755,  1756,  1758,  1761,  1763,  and  1765. 
The  original  subscription  roll  in  1754  comprised  about  one  hundred  and  forty  names. 
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this  generation.  The  library  continued  to  increase  in  size  and  im- 
portance, and  dispensed  the  benefits  of  its  literary  treasures  in  a  quiet 
and  unobtrusive  manner,  until  the  advancing  tide  of  commerce  in  1836 
forced  it  to  seek  a  more  suitable  locality  in  Broadway,  corner  of  Leonard 
Street. 

The  neighborhood  of  the  new  Library  was  crowded  with  objects  of 
interest.  Antique  churches  with  moss-grown  roofs  and  grassy  grave- 
yards might  be  seen  from  every  window,  not  least  among  which  was  the 
quaint  specimen  of  Holland  architecture  opposite,  the  Middle  Dutch 
Church,  open  every  Sunday  to  devout  worshipers,  but  in  course  of 
years  to  be  converted  into  a  great  city  post-office.  Dwelling-houses  and 
gardens,  stores  and  blacksmith-shops,  trailing  vines,  rose-bushes,  wood- 
sawing  paraphernalia,  and  the  carts  from  which  drinking  water  was 
retailed  for  so  much  per  gallon,  were  like  familiar  spirits.  Hickory  wood 
was  the  principal  article  of  fuel.  Each  citizen  attended  to  the  sweeping 
of  the  street  in  front  of  his  house  twice  a  week ;  and  in  the  evening  the 
principal  thoroughfares  were  lighted  with  oil-lamps.  Milkmen,  with 
yokes  on  their  shoulders  from  which  tin  cans  were  suspended,  traversed 
the  city  in  the  early  morning,  shouting  in  language  unmistakable  to 
mortal  ears,  "  Milk,  ho ! "  And  negro  boys  went  their  rounds  at  day- 
break seeking  chimneys  to  sweep. 

Slavery  still  existed  in  New  York.     Every  family  of  any  pretension  to 
affiuence  owned  household  and  other  servants.     In  all  the  news- 
papers of  the  period  were  advertisements  of  sales,  and  of  runaway 
slaves.     Many  high-minded  persons  wished  to  see  it  abolished.     As  early 
as  1785  "  The  Society  for  promoting  the  Manumission  of  Slaves,  and  pro- 
tecting such  of  them  as  have  been  or  may  be  liberated  "  was  formed,  with 
John  Jay  its  president.     A  school  was  about  the  same  time  established  for 
negro  children.     Writing  to  a  similar  Society  formed  in  England  in  1788, 
Jay  said,  "  Manumissions  daily  become  more  common  among  us  ;  and  the 
treatment  which  slaves  in  general  meet  with  in  this  State  is  very  little 
different  from  that  of  other  servants."     Jay  himself  owned  slaves.     In 
1798,  in  furnishing  an  account  of  his  taxable  property,  he  accompanied 
his  list  of  slaves  with  the  observation  :  "  I  purchase  slaves,  and  manumit 
them  at  proper  ages,  and  wlien  their  faithful  services  shall  have  afforded 
a  reasonable  retribution."     When  Jay  as  Governor  of  New  York  made  his 
first  speech  to  the  Legislature,  he  recommended  the  establishment  of  a 
penitentiary,   for  the  employment  and  reformation  of  criminals, 
and  a  plan  of  internal  improvements  for  multiplying  the  means 
of  travel  through  the  State ;  and  in  accordance  with  his  wishes  a  bill  was 
early  introduced  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery.     But  on  the  ques- 
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tion  of  compeusation,  upon  which  the  slaveholders  insisted,  the  bill,  after 
a  prolonged  and  exciting  debate,  was  lost  in  the  Assembly  by  a  vote  of 
thirty-two  to  thirty. 

Opposition  to  the  Jay  treaty  broke  out  afresh  upon  the  return,  in  Feb- 
ruary, of  the  instrument  ratified  by  Great  Britain.  The  President  pro- 
claimed it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  sent  a  copy  to  the  House. 
Both  parties  were  roused  by  its  appearance  for  a  determined  struggle. 
Congress  had  previously  threatened  to  decline  to  concur  in  the  legislation 
necessary  to  carry  out  its  provisions.  The  first  movement  came  from 
the  Republicans.  Edward  Livingston,  younger  brother  of  Chancellor 
Livingston,  the  recently  elected  member  from  New  York,  offered  a 

March  2.  °  "^ 

resolution  that  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  copy  of  his  instructions  to  Jay,  and  the  correspondence  and  other  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  treaty.  On  the  7th  he  modified  his  proposition  by 
adding  the  words :  "  Excepting  such  of  the  said  papers  as  any  existing 
negotiation  may  render  improper  to  be  disclosed."  Livingston  relied  upon 
one  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  he  interpreted  as  vesting  power  in 
Congress  to  carry  the  treaty  into  execution  or  not,  as  the  case  might  de- 
mand. The  other  side  relied  upon  the  clause  expressly  vesting  in  the 
President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  power  to  make 
treaties,  and  thought  the  House  had  no  discretion  only  as  to  the  method 
of  raising  and  paying  the  money. 

The  debate  lasted  a  fortnight.     After  some  thirty  speeches  on 

either  side,  Livingston's  resolution  was  carried  by  the  decisive 
vote  of  sixty-two  to  thirty-seven. 

Washington,  with  the  unanimous  approval  of  his  Cabinet,  then  decided 
that  the  House  had  no  right  to  demand  the  papers  in  question,  and  that  due 
regard  for  the  authority  of  the  Presidential  office  seemed  to  require  that 
such  an  assumption  of  power  should  be  met  at  once  by  an  explicit  refusal. 
No  pretense  could  be  set  up  that  the  papers  contained  anything  which 
the  government  was  afraid  to  show,  for  they  had  already  been  communi- 
cated to  Livingston  as  chairman  of  a  committee  on  impressments,  and  to 

other  prominent  men  of  the  Opposition.     The  President  therefore 

addressed  a  message  to  the  House  on  the  oOth,  positively  declining 
to  accede  to  the  call  for  executive  papers. 

The  resentment  was  excessive.  It  was  an  act  causing  an  amount 
of  eloquent  vituperation  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe.  Other 
business  claimed  attention,  and  it  was  the  middle  of  April  before  the 
matter  of  the  British  treaty  was  ibrmally  reached.  INIadison  assailed  it 
in  a  brilliant  speech  on  tlie  15th  of  April,  and  held  out  the  prospect  of 
obtaining  another  and  a  better  treaty  by  further  negotiations.     "  I  should 
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like  to  see  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  wrapped  up  in  his  mantle  of 
doubts  and  problems,  going  on  a  mission  to  London  to  clear  up  this 
business,"  exclaimed  Coit  of  Connecticut,  with  biting  sarcasm.  Albert 
Oallatiu,  in  a  vigorous  and  effective  strain  of  eloquence,  said  it  was  fear 
that  had  originated  the  treaty  and  was  now  attempting  to  force  the 
House  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Such  a  sentiment,  uttered  by  a  very  youth- 
ful looking  man  —  he  was  then  thirty- five  —  with  a  foreign  accent,  was 
too  much  for  the  patience  of  some  of  the  Federal  mem1)ers.  Uriah 
Tracy  sprang  to  his  feet  and  vehemently  declared,  while  answering  Gal- 
latin's chief  arguments,  that  he  "  never  could  feel  thankful  to  any  gentle- 
man for  coming  all  the  way  from  Geneva  in  Switzerland  to  accuse 
Americans  of  pusillanimity."  Half  a  dozen  of  the  Opposition  called 
Tracy  to  order  in  sudden  excitement  and  confusion.  But  Speaker  Muh- 
lenburg  pronounced  him  in  order,  and  directed  him  to  go  on.  Tracy 
begged  pardon  for  any  impropriety  into  which  the  heat  of  debate  might 
have  carried  him,  and  disclaimed  all  intention  of  being  personal.  The 
great  speech,  however,  in  favor  of  the  treaty  was  by  Fisher  Ames,  after 
the  debate  had  been  prolonged  two  weeks.     He  had  been  ill,  and 

April  28 

absent  through  most  of  the  session.  Eising  from  his  seat,  pale, 
feeble,  and  hardly  able  to  stand,  he  pronounced  the  famous  oration,  which 
for  comprehensive  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  of  the  springs  of 
political  action,  for  caustic  ridicule,  keen  argument,  and  pathetic  elo- 
quence, has  seldom  been  equaled  on  the  tloor  of  Congress.  "  I  shall  be 
asked,"  he  said,  "  why  a  treaty  so  good  in  some  articles  and  so  harmless 
in  others  has  met  with  such  unrelenting  opposition  ?  Certainly  a  fore- 
sight of  its  pernicious  operation  could  not  have  created  all  the  fears 
that  have  been  felt  or  affected.  The  alarm  spread  faster  than  the 
publication.  The  treaty  had  more  critics  than  readers.  The  movements 
of  passion  are  quicker  than  the  understanding.  Have  w^e  not  heard  it 
urged  against  our  envoy  that  he  was  not  ardent  enough  in  his  hatred  of 
Great  Britain  ?  Let  everything  be  granted  we  ask,  and  a  treaty  with 
that  nation  would  still  be  obnoxious.  Let  us  be  explicit.  This  coun- 
try thirsted  not  merely  for  reparation,  but  for  vengeance.  Such  passions 
seek  nothing,  and  will  be  content  with  nothing,  but  the  destruction  of 
their  object.  If  a  treaty  left  King  George  his  island,  it  would  not  an- 
swer, not  if  he  stipulated  to  pay  rent  for  it." 

While  this  struggle  was  rending  Congress,  and  the  constitutional 
treaty-making  power  of  the  President  and  the  Senate  was  quivering  in 
the  balance,  the  country  became  tlioroughly  awakened,  and  demonstra- 
tions in  favor  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty  in  many  places  indicated  a 
change  in  the  tide  of  public  sentiment.     Merchants  and  property-holders 
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could  not  remain  blind  to  the  danger  of  a  collision  with  Great  Britain. 
Petitions  poured  in  from  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Baltimore,  and 
elsewhere  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the  treaty.  Public  meetings 
were  held  in  numberless  towns  and  cities,  and  resolutions  passed  to  sus- 
tain the  administration.  The  question  was  to  have  been  taken  in  the 
House  immediately  after  Ames's  speech  ;  but,  dreading  the  effect  it  might 
produce,  the  Opposition  carried  an  amendment.  The  next  day  three 
more  speeches  for  the  treaty  were  delivered,  but  no  one  attempted  to 
answer  Ames.  The  Opposition  had  hitherto  claimed  a  majority  of  ten. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  this  claim  dwindled  to  six.  The  vote,  when 
taken,  stood  forty-nine  to  forty-nine.  The  responsibility  was  thus  thrown 
upon  Speaker  Muhlenburg,  who  voted  with  the  Federalists  that  it  "  was 
expedient  to  pass  the  laws  necessary  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect." 
Only  four  New  England  members  voted  against  it ;  and  from  the  States 
south  of  the  Potomac  only  four  votes  were  cast  in  its  favor.  Thus  the 
tempest  subsided,  and  a  peaceful  and  profitable  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  for  ten  years  longer  was  secured. 

Edward  Livingston  was  the  mover  of  an  ameliorating  system  of  penal 
law  during  this  session,  but  no  action  was  taken.  "  He  teems  witli  holy 
indignation  against  fraud,"  wrote  Chauncey  Goodrich.  An  act  was  passed 
for  the  discharge,  on  taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  of  prisoners  held  for 
debt  on  civil  process  from  the  United  States  courts,  in  which  Livingston 
was  chiefly  instrumental ;  and  he  was  unceasing  in  his  efforts  for  the 
relief  and  protection  of  impressed  seamen. 

An  attempt  in  Pennsylvania  to  imitate  the  appropriation  made  by  New 
York  for  the  support  of  public  schools  was  opposed  and  defeated  by  the 
Quakers  and  members  of  some  other  religious  sects,  on  the  ground  that 
while  supporting  schools  of  their  own  they  should  not  be  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  other  people.  They  argued  that  the  religious  uniformity  made 
a  system  of  public  schools  possible  in  New  England,  whereas,  the  same 
plan  undertaken  in  the  mixed  condition  of  the  population  of  Pennsyl- 
vania would  be  equivalent  to  no  religious  instruction,  or  heathenism. 

About  the  same  time  the  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  liegents  of  the 
University  of  New  York  was  presented  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly, 
William  North,  by  the  youthful  secretary  of  the  board,  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton. Since  the  creation  of  the  University  fourteen  academies  had  been 
incorporated  in  the  different  counties,  all  of  which  were  pronounced 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  Clinton  Academy  in  the  Easthampton 
numbered  eighty  pupils ;  the  academy  at  Salem,  in  Westchester  County, 
numbered  fifty-two  pupils.  The  report  from  Union  College  at  Schenec- 
tady, which  had  just  passed  its  first  birthday,  having  been  incorporated 
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by  the  Regents  February  25,  1795,  was  cheering.  It  received  its  name 
from  the  union  of  several  religious  denominations  in  its  organization. 
The  endowment  was  originally  contributed  by  ninety-nine  Albany  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty-one  Schenectady  gentlemen  ;  and  the  sum  was 
subsequently  greatly  increased  by  the  generous  influence  of  General 
Philip  Schuyler,  who  was  himself  a  liberal  contributor.  Eev.  Dr.  John 
Blair  Smith,  from  Philadelphia,  was  its  first  president. 

The  population  of  New  York  City  had  nearly  doubled  in  the  ten  years 
since  1786.     Streets  had  Ijeen  laid  out,  and  habitations  erected  above  the 


Map  of  the  Collect,  and  Adjoining   Streets,  in   1796. 

swampy  fields  in  the  region  of  Canal  Street.  But  although  surveys  had 
been  made  of  the  several  streets  about  the  Collect,  or  Fresh  Water  Pond, 
they  were  not  graded,  nor  had  building-lots  been  found,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons, marketable  in  that  locality .^     The  water  of  the  pond  was  sixty  feet 

1  From  the  records  of  the  Common  Council  the  following  is  abstracted  :  1790  — "  Ordered, 
A  committee  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  ancient  bounds  of  the  Fresh  Water  Pond,  and 

report  the  same  to  the  Board The  committee  appointed  delivered  in  a  survey  for 

tlie  several  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  Fresh  "Water,  which  was  ordered  to  be  filed."  1793  — 
"  Ordered,  That  a  survey  be  made  of  the  land  and  meadows  at  and  about  the  Fresh  Water 
Pond,  with  the  streets  which  may  be  necessary  marked  thereon."  1795  —  "A  petition  for 
digging  out  the  Broadway,  north  of  Barclay  Street,  agreeable  to  its  regulation  was  referred." 
1796—  "A  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  through  which 
the  contemplated  canal  is  to  pass,  from  the  Fresh  Water  Pond  into  Hudson  River." 
1798  — "A  letter  from  the  Health  Commissioners  read,  representing  that  the  swamp  or 
meadow  between  the  Fresh  Water  Pond  and  Hudson  River  is  overflowed  with  standing  watm-, 
and  requires  immediate  measures  for  draining  it.     Ordered  that  it  be  attended  to." 
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deep,  and  the  marshy  ground  to  the  northwest  as  well  as  towards  the 
East  River  gave  little  signs  of  promise  as  to  future  value.  In  the  winter- 
time the  pond  was  a  fine  natural  skating-park,  and  the  hill  towards  Broad- 
way was  a  comfortable  gathering-place  for  lookers-on.  A  canal  from  the 
pond  to  the  Hudson  had  been  some  time  in  contemplation,  and  early  in 
1796  the  committee  chosen  negotiated  with  the  proprietors  of  the  swamp 
for  such  parts  as  were  necessary  "  to  make  the  said  canal  of  the  breadth  of 
forty  feet,  and  a  street  on  each  side  of  the  breadth  of  thirty  feet."  The 
actual  work  did  not  begin  for  two  or  three  years.  The  arched  bridge 
"  across  the  drain,"  now  Canal  Street,  was  ten  feet  seven  inches  above  the 
surface  of  the  meadow.  Hence,  when  the  digging  commenced  for  level- 
ing the  hill  on  the  line  of  Broadway,  the  dirt  was  carried  forward  towards 
the  north,  as  the  street  needed  raising  several  inches  through  the  meadow 
from  Leonard  Street  to  the  bridge.  About  the  same  time  complaints 
were  made  that  the  water-carts  obstructed  Chatham  Street  when  drawn 
up  in  a  row  to  receive  water  from  the  old  Tea  Water  Pump  for  the 
supply  of  the  city,  and  an  order  went  forth  causing  the  spout  of  said 
pump  to  be  raised  some  two  feet,  and  lengthened,  so  as  to  deliver  the 
water  at  the  outer  part  of  the  walk,  and  allow  persons  to  walk  under 
it  without  inconvenience.  Neither  the  pond  nor  the  canal  received  fur- 
ther special  notice  from  the  corporation  until  1805.  It  was  then  re- 
solved that  an  open  canal  should  run  through  a  street  of  one  hundred 
feet  in  breadth  ;  and  also  that  the  condition  of  the  Collect  was  dangerous 
to  the  public  health,  that  sewers  should  be  passed  through  it,  and  that 
the  head  of  it  should  be  filled  with  good  wholesome  earth. 

This  beautiful  pond,  occupying  the  site  of  the  present  great  gloomy  pile 
of  prison  buildings  known  as  The  Tombs,  was  the  scene  in  the  summer 
of  1796  of  the  first  trial  of  a  steamboat  with  a  screw  propeller.  It 
was  the  invention  of  John  Fitch.  The  boat  was  eighteen  feet  in  length 
and  six  feet  beam,  with  square  stern,  round  bows,  and  seats.  The 
boiler  was  a  ten  or  twelve  gallon  iron  pot. 

The  little  craft  passed  round  the  pond  several  times,  and  was  believed 
capable  of  making  six  miles  an  hour.  The  spectacle  was  watched  with 
critical  interest  by  Chancellor  Livingston,  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  John 
Stevens,  and  others,  who  had  in  common  with  philosophers  and  inventors 
in  England  and  Europe  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  speculative 
study  of  the  steam-engine  and  its  prospective  uses.^     Fitch  belonged  to 

1  The  statement  that  Robert  Fulton  was  present  at  this  trial  of  Fitcli's  steamboat  on  the 
Collect  in  1796  is  an  error,  he  being  in  England  at  that  date,  thoroughly  absorbed  in  the 
study  of  Watt's  steam  engine,  and  canals  ;  he  that  year  published  in  London  a  treatise 
on  the  improvement  of  canal  navigation,  with  numerous  well-executed  plates  from  designs 


r^lA^  ,t'^./0-  -i"*;f».f  ";f  • 


JOHN  FITCH.  425 

the  prominent  Connecticut  family  of  that  name,  was  born  in  the  famous 
old  town  of  Windsor,  adjoining  Hartford,  and  had  been  inventing  and 
experimenting  for  a  dozen  or  more  years,  hoping  to  succeed  in  the  appli- 
cation of  steam-power  to  navigation.  His  genius,  idiosyncrasies,  and  im- 
pecuniosity  were  in  perpetual  conflict ;  otherwise  he  might  have  achieved 
the  triumph  to  which  he  aspired.  He  was  a  man  of  striking  figure, 
six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  erect  and  full,  his  head  sliglitly  bald,  but 
not  gray  although  fifty-three  years  of  age,  and  dignified  and  distant  in 
his  general  behavior. 

The  belief  that  steam  was  destined  to  submit  to  the  control  of  the 
human  intellect  for  practical  purposes  was  rapidly  gaining  strength,  al- 
though the  facile  adaptations  of  its  power  were  yet  but  visionary  possi- 
bilities to  the  intelligence  and  observation  of  mankind ;  and  it  was  by 
no  means  confined  to  any  one  nation.  The  ingenuity  of  almost  every 
civilized  country  was  in  exercise  over  contrivances  for  the  propulsion 
of  boats  by  steam.  A  perfect  system  of  communication  existed  between 
the  countries  of  the  world,  notwithstanding  that  distances,  measured  in 
time,  were  vastly  greater  than  now,  and  the  learning  of  every  center 
was  promptly  radiated  to  every  other.  James  Watt  was  unquestionably 
the  greatest  of  all  the  inventors  of  the  steam-engine,  but  only  one  of  the 
many  men  who  aided  in  perfecting  it.  Slight  knowledge  of  the  proper- 
ties of  steam  is  of  unknown  antiquity.  A  "  steam-gun  "  is  described  by 
Leonardo  da  Vinci.  In  Spain,  as  early  as  1543,  Blasco  da  Garay,  a 
Spanish  naval  officer  under  Charles  V.,  is  said  to  have  moved  a  ship  at 
the  rate  of  two  or  three  miles  an  hour  with  an  apparatus  of  which  a 
"  vessel  of  boiling  water "  formed  a  part ;  but  the  king  shook  his  head 
and  frowniugly  forbade  its  repetition,  saying  "he  could  not  have  his  liege 
subjects  scalded  to  death  with  hot  water  on  his  ships  I  "  At  Naples,  in 
1601,  Porta  describes  a  machine  for  raising  water  with  steam  pressure, 
in  a  work  called  A^:?mYa7i.  England  in  1648  was  convulsed  w4th  laughter 
over  a  witty  discourse  from  the  learned  Bishop  of  Chester,  in  which  he 
recommended  the  application  of  the  power  of  confined  steam  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  "  flying  castle  in  the  air,"  to  the  chiming  of  bells,  to  the 
reeling  of  yarn,  and  to  the  rocking  of  the  cradle.  Al)out  the  same  period 
Edward  Somerset,  the  second  Marquis  of  Worcester,  introduced  an  inven- 
tion into  Eaglan  Castle  for  elevating  water  by  steam,  liut  failed  to  excite 
sympathy  or  appreciation.     His  life  is  one  of  the  most  romantic  chap- 

of  his  own.  He  also  about  the  same  time  in  England  patented  a  mill  for  sawing  marble, 
for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  British  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and  Com- 
merce, and  an  honorary  medal.  In  1797  he  passed  over  to  Paris  with  the  intention  of  bring- 
ing to  the  notice  of  the  French  government  a  submarine  torpedo  and  torpedo  boats. 
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ters  of  Euglish  history.  In  1720,  some  years  before  Watt  was  born, 
Joseph  Hornblower  was  conspicuous  in  the  superintendence  and  con- 
struction of  steam-engines,  then  called  fire-engines,  after  the  model  of 
Newcomen,  being  simply  atmospheric  engines  with  a  single  cylinder.  He 
had  several  sons :  Jonathan,  born  in  1717,  and  Josiah,  born  in  1729, 
became  eminent  engineers.  The  Hornblowers,  father  and  sons,  subse- 
quently removed  to  Cornwall  to  pursue  their  business,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  putting  up  engines  from  their  first  introduction  into  the  mines 
in  1740.  The  success  of  these  engines  in  the  mines  of  Cornwall  in- 
duced Colonel  John  Schuyler  to  import  one  for  pumping  water  from 
his  copper-mine  on  the  Passaic  Eiver,  near  Newark,  New  Jersey  —  a 
mine  rich  in  ore,  but  which  had  been  worked  as  deep  as  hand  and  horse 
power  could  clear  it  of  water.  His  correspondents  in  London  purchased 
one  of  Hornblower's  engines,  and  persuaded  Josiah  Hornblower,  then 
only  twenty-four  years  of  age,  to  proceed  to  America  and  superintend  its 
erection.  He  arrived  in  New  York  in  September,  1753,  and  occupied 
the  best  part  of  a  year  in  building  an  engine-house  and  getting  it  into 
successful  operation.  This  was  the  first  steam-engine  ever  erected  on  the 
continent  of  America  ;  and  it  was  when  Watt  was  but  seventeen,  and  his 
inventions  simply  marvels  of  the  future.^ 

Young  Hornblower  expected  to  return  tu  England  as  soon  as  his  work 
was  accomplished.  But  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Schuylers  lived 
Colonel  William  Kingsland,  grandson  of  Isaac  Kingsland,  the  founder 
of  the  Kingsland  family  in  America  —  whose  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Judge  William  Pinhorne,  of  the  reader's  acquaintance  in  the  early  pages 
of  this  work.  Hornblower  became  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  Kingslands'. 
It  is  the  old,  old  story  of  romantic  love.  In  two  years  his  destiny  was 
sealed.  He  married  the  beautiful  Elizabeth  Kingsland,  then  twenty-one, 
and  became  an  American.^  He  afterwards  not  only  superintended  the 
engine   whenever  his  skilled  services  were  needed,  but  after  1760  for 

1  Letter  of  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

2  Josiah  Hornblower  soon  rose  to  eminence,  was  a  judge  of  the  county  courts,  Speaker  of 
the  New  Jersey  Assembly,  and  member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  He  lived  until  1809, 
and  among  his  large  family  of  children  were  Joseph,  born  1756,  died  1777  ;  Margaret,  born 
1758,  married  James  Kip,  a  wealthy  New  York  merchant  —  of  whose  daughters  Eliza  married 
John  Schuyler,  and  Helen  married  Abel  Anderson  ;  James,  born  1 760,  whose  only  daughter 
married  William  Stevens  ;  Dr.  Josiah,  born  1767,  who  left  a  son.  Dr.  William  Hornblower, 
of  Bergen,  and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  became  Mrs.  Dr.  DeWitt,  the  other,  Mrs.  Dr. 
Gautier  and  the  mother  of  Dr.  Josiah  Hornblower  Gautier  of  New  York  City  ;  and  Joseph 
C.  Hornblower,  late  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey,  born  1777,  died  1864. 

Chief-Justice  Hornblower  married  Mary  Piurnet,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Burnet  of  Belle- 
velle,  and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  William  Burnet  of  Newark,  a  famous  patriot  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.     Mrs.    Hornblower's  sister  Caroline  married  (iovernor  William   Pennington    of   New 
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several  years  worked  the  mines,  and  people  came  from  all  the  country 
round  to  see  the  wonderful  machine. 

Meanwhile  his  brother  Jonathan  remained  at  Cornwall,  where  he  died 
in  1780,  several  of  whose  sons  were  educated  as  engineers,  and  produced 
many  useful  and  notable  inventions.  Jabez  and  Jonathan  were  the  most 
conspicuous  among  them.  Jabez  was  employed  to  superintend  the  erec- 
tion of  steam-engines  in  Holland  and  in  Sweden.  Jonathan,  inventor  of 
a  double-cylinder  high-pressure  engine,  was  one  of  the  most  active  and 
formidable  of  the  rivals  of  James  Watt ;  and  his  engine  is  the  one  now 
principally  used  by  ocean  steamers,  as,  requiring  only  about  half  the  coal 
of  the  Watt  engine,  it  is  better  suited  for  long  voyages.  A  litigation 
ensued,  Hornblower's  invention  being  pronounced  an  infringement  of 
Watt's  patent,  which  also  had  two  cylinders,  though  one  of  them  was  only 
used  as  a  condenser ;  and  while  nothing  was  ever  alleged  to  the  dishonor 
of  the  Hornblowers  in  this  controversy,  public  favor  clamored  in  behalf 
of  Watt,  and  they  were  defeated. 

At  tlie  same  time  in  localities  far  remote  from  each  other  on  this  .side 
of  the  water  enterprising  mechanics  were  trying  at  intervals  to  construct 
steam-engines.  William  Henry  returned  from  England  in  1760,  imbued 
with  the  idea  of  utilizing  the  power  of  steam  for  propelling  boats,  and 
within  three  years  constructed  a  machine  which  he  placed  in  a  little  craft 
and  tried  on  a  river  near  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  It  went  to  tlie  bottom, 
and  he  made  a  second  model,  adding  improvements.  Benjamin  West 
was  a  friend  and  protege  of  Henry,  and  John  Fitch  was  a  frequent  visitor 
at  Henry's  house.  Thither  went  Eobert  Fulton,  when  a  boy  of  twelve 
years,  to  study  the  paintings  of  West ;  and  wdiile  visiting  an  aunt  in 
the  neighborhood  he  experimented  with  miniature  paddle-wheels  on  the 
Conestoga.  John  Fitch  is  thought  to  have  invented  the  first  double- 
acting  condensing  engine,  transmitting  power  Ijy  means  of  cranks, 
ever  produced  in  any  country.  His  experiments  on  the  Delaware,  as 
early  as  1785  and  1786,  brought  him  into  a  bitter  controversy,  respecting 
the  priority  of  their  inventions,  with  James  Rumsey,  who  died  in  1793 
while  explaining  some  of  his  schemes  before  a  London  Society.  Fitch, 
like  Rumsey,  tried  to  introduce  his  methods  into  Great  Britain,  and 
confidently   asserted   his   belief  that    the   ocean  would   be   crossed   by 

Jersey,  and  her  sister  Abigail  married  Caleb  S.  Riggs,  whose  daughter  Helen  married  Judge 
William  Kent.  The  children  of  Chief-Justice  and  Mary  Burnet  Hornblower  :  1.  Joanna, 
married  Thomas  Bell,  of  Philadelphia  ;  2.  Eliza,  married  Rev.  Mortimer  R.  Talbot  ;  3.  Emily, 
married  Colonel  Alexander  M.  Cummings,  of  Princeton  ;  4.  Harriet,  married  Hon.  Lewis  B. 
Woodruff,  late  IT.  S.  Circuit  Judge  of  New  York  ;  5.  Charles  ;  6.  Caroline  ;  7.  Mary,  mar- 
ried Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ; 
8.  Rev.  Dr.  William  H.  Hornblower,  professor  in  the  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary. 
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steam  vessels.  He  went  to  France,  lioping  to  oljtain  the  privilege  of 
building  steamboats  there,  but  was  disappointed  in  all  his  efforts. 
Oliver  Evans,  during  the  same  year,  said  :  "  The  time  will  come  when 
people  will  travel  in  stages  moved  by  steam-engines  from  one  city  to 
another  almost  as  fast  as  birds  can  tly  —  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  an 
hour,"  and  his  associates  smiled  incredulously.  The  boat  with  winch 
Fitch  experimented  on  the  Collect  in  Xew  York,  and  of  which  a 
model  exists  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  together  with  a  portion 
of  its  machinery  was  abandoned  and  left  to  decay  on  the  shore  of  the 
pond,  and  was  carried  away  piece  by  piece  by  the  poor  children  of  the 
neighborhood  for  fuel.  He  had  made  his  last  effort  in  steam  navigation, 
and  the  same  autumn  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  died  in  1798. 

Two  years  after  Fitch  experimented  with  his  screw-propeller  on  the 
Collect  in  New  York,  Nicholas  Eoosevelt  launched  a  little  steamboat 
on  the  Passaic  Eiver,  and  made  a  trial  trip  with  a  party  of  invited  guests,, 
among  whom  was  the  Spanish  Minister.  Roosevelt  was  of  the  old  New 
Y^ork  family  of  that  name,  and  a  gentleman  of  education  and  inventive 
talent.  He  had  become  interested  with  others  in  the  Schuyler  copper- 
nunes,  and  from  the  model  of  Hornblower's  atmospheric  engine  con- 
structed one  of  a  similar  character;  and  also  built  similar  engines  for 
various  purposes.  Colonel  John  Stevens,  who  exhibited  far  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  and  art  of  engineering,  besides  urging  more  advanced 
opinions  and  statesman-like  views  in  relation  to  the  economical  impor- 
tance of  the  practical  development  of  the  new  invention,  than  any  man 
of  his  time,  was  frequently  in  conference  with  Roosevelt.  In  December, 
1797,  Chancellor  Livingston  wrote  to  Roosevelt,  saying:  "Mr.  Stevens  has- 
mentioned  to  me  your  desire  to  apply  the  steam  machine  to  a  boat;  every 
attempt  of  this  kind  having  failed,  I  have  constructed  a  boat  on  perfectly 
new  principles,  which,  both  in  the  model  and  on  a  large  scale,  has  ex- 
ceeded my  expectations.  I  was  about  writing  to  England  for  a  steam 
machine ;  but  hearing  of  your  wish,  I  was  willing  to  treat  with  you,  on 
terms  which  I  believe  you  will  find  advantageous,  for  the  use  of  my  in- 
vention." The  result  was  an  agreement  between  Livingston,  Stevens, 
and  Roosevelt  to  build  a  boat  on  joint  account,  for  which  the  engines, 
were  to  be  constructed  by  Roosevelt  at  his  shop  on  the  Passaic ;  and 
the  propelling  agency  was  to  be  planned  by  the  Chancellor,  So  prom- 
ising were  the  signs,  that  in  ]\Iarch,  1798,  the  Legislature  of  New  York 
passed  a  bill  giving  Livingston  tlie  exclusive  right  to  steam  navigation 
in  the  waters  of  the  State  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  provided  that 
he  should  within  a  year  from  date  produce  a  boat  that  could  steam  four 
miles  an  hour.     During  the  progress  of  the  enterprise  the   correspond- 
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ence  teemed  with  speculative  suggestions.  The  trial  trip  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  occurred  on  the  21st  of  October,  1798.  It 
was  recognized  as  a  failure.  Eoosevelt  had  invented  a  vertical  wheel 
which  he  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Chancellor,  without  success.^ 
Stevens,  a  few  months  later,  persuaded  tlie  Chancellor  to  try  a  set  of 
paddles  in  the  stern,  which  unfortunately  shook  the  boat  to  pieces  and 
rendered  it  unfit  for  further  use.  The  inventive  instinct  of  America 
appears  to  have  been  abreast  with  that  of  any  other  country.  But  no 
individual  as  yet  had  succeeded  in  taking  the  final  step  in  the  progression 
which  was  to  make  steam  navigation  an  every-day  commercial  success. 

New  York  in  the  spring  of  1796  again  furnished  a  Minister  to  Great 
Britain.  Thomas  Pinckney  had  returned  from  Spain  to  the  court 
of  London,  but  wishing  to  sail  for  South  Carolina,  Bufus  King, 
who  had  previously  declined  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, received  the  nomination,  May  20,  as  his  successor,  and  was 
immediately  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  Hamilton  in  a  letter  to  Washing- 
ton specially  recommended  King  for  the  post  as  a  gentleman  of  ability, 
integrity,  fortune,  agreeable  address,  good  judgment,  and  sound  morals, 
and  "  one  wdiose  situation  as  well  as  character  afforded  just  ground  of 
confidence."  King  shortly  embarked  for  London,  where  he  remained 
through  the  remainder  of  the  administration  of  Washington,  through  the 
whole  of  that  of  Adams,  and  a  part  of  that  of  Jefferson  —  until  1804. 
He  placed  his  sons,  John  Alsop  King  and  Charles  King,  at  Harrow 
School,  and  in  1805   at  a  preparatory  school  in  Paris.^     His  successor 

1  Roosevelt  to  Livingston,  September  6,  1798  ;  Livingston  to  Roosevelt,  October  28,  1798  ; 
A  Lost  CMiJter  in  the  History  of  the  Steamboat,  by  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  Md. 
Hist.  Soc.  ;  History  of  the  Growth  of  the  Steam- Engine,  by  Robert  H.  Thurston,  A.  ]\I.  ; 
Rcnwick  on  Steam-Engines  ;  Whiitleseys  Life  of  John  Fitch  ;  Columbian  Magazine,  Decem- 
ber, 1786  ;  Encycloi^oidia  Americana ;  Doc.  Hist.  New  York,  Vol.  II.  '  Roosevelt,  when  asked 
wliy  he  did  not  anticipate  Fulton  in  the  first  successful  application  of  the  steam-engine  to 
naval  ]iurposes,  replied,  "  At  the  time  Chancellor  Livingston's  horizontal- wheel  experiment 
failed,  I  was  under  a  contract  with  the  corporation  for  supplying  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
with  water  by  means  of  two  steam-engines  ;  and,  besides,  I  was  under  a  contract  with  the 
United  States  to  erect  rolling  works  and  .supply  government  with  copper  rolled  and  drawn, 
for  six  seventy-four-gun  ships  that  were  then  to  be  built.  But  by  a  change  of  men  in  the  ad- 
ministration, after  I  had  been  led  into  heavy  expense,  the  seventy-fours  were  abandoned  with- 
out appropriations,  and  embarrassment  to  me  was  the  natural  consequence." 

^  John  Alsop  King,  eldest  son  of  Rufus  King,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  January  3, 
1788  ;  Charles  King,  second  son,  was  born  March  16,  1789  ;  James  Gore  King,  third  son, 
was  born  May  8,  1791.  They  were  all  remarkable  and  accomplished  men.  John  Aisop 
King  was  governor  of  New  York  from  1857  to  1859.  Charles  King  was  a  journalist  and 
scholar,  the  President  of  Columbia  College  from  1849  to  1864,  and  author  of  many  valuable 
works.  James  Gore  King,  also  educated  in  the  best  schools  in  England  and  France,  was  of 
the  great  banking-house  of  James  G.  King  and  Sous,  member  of  Congress  from  1849  to  1851, 
and  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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from  Xew  York,  in  the  United  States  Senate,  was  Judge  John  Lawrence, 
who  served  until  1800,  and  was  at  one  time  president  ^;7'o  tcm  of  that 
l)ody.  The  year  following  King's  departure  on  his  mission,  General 
Piiilip  Schuyler  was  again  elected  to  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Aaron  Burr. 

Several  changes  occurred  in  1796  among  the  ambassadors  to  foreign 
courts.  Colonel  Humphreys  was  transferred  to  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
John  Quiucy  Adams  succeeded  Humphreys  at  Lisbon,  and  William  A\ 
Murray  took  tlie  place  of  Adams  at  The  Hague.  Disagreeable  complica- 
tions ensued  witii  France  immediately  upon  the  ratification  of  the  Jay 
treaty.  The  profligate  Directory,  turning  to  accoimt  the  dissensions  in 
America,  pretended  to  consider  the  alliance  between  France  and  the 
United  States  at  an  end.  The  seizure  of  American  vessels  and  the 
evasive  conduct  of  the  French  Minister  at  Philadelphia,  M.  Adet,  led  to 
the  recall  of  Monroe  in  August,  who,  it  was  thought,  had  been  too  much 
opposed  to  the  Jay  treaty  himself  to  represent  the  friendly  dispo- 
sition of  Washington  and  his  Cabinet  towards  France.  Monroe's  suc- 
cessor was  Charles  Coteswortli  Pinckney,  who  had  successively  declined 
three  important  offices,  that  of  chief  justice,  and  of  the  two  secretary- 
ships of  war  and  state.  "  He  will  very  shortly  be  in  Philadelphia  to 
embark,  and  this  circumstance  will  furnish  new  subject  for  envenomed 
pens,"  wrote  the  President  from  Mount  Vernon  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  10th  of  August.  Before  Pinckney  arrived  in  France, 
the  Directory,  as  an  act  of  resentment  against  our  Government,  suspended 
the  functions  of  M.  Adet  in  the  United  States ;  tlie  American  Minister 
was  treated  with  marked  disrespect  when  he  reached  Paris,  and  was 
finally  ordered  to  leave  the  country.  In  the  chapter  of  complaints  sent 
to  Pickering,  the  United  States  was  accused  of  deceiving  France.  Secre- 
tary Wolcott  wrote :  "  The  Executive  and  Mr.  Jay  are  both  treated  with 
personal  indignity.  On  the  whole,  this  is  by  far  the  boldest  attempt  to 
govern  this  country  wliich  has  been  made." 

The  new  Spanish  Minister,  Don  Carlos  Martinez,  Marquis  of  Yrujo,  ar- 
rived in  June  and  paid  a  short  visit  to  the  President  at  Mount 
Vernon.  He  was  a  young  and  fascinating  man,  who,  like  the 
l>ritish  Minister  Hammond,  soon  after  married  a  Philadelphia  belle,  Sally 
j\IcKean,  daughter  of  the  chief  justice  of  Pennsylvania.  His  son,  the 
Duke  of  Sotomayer,  born  in  Philadelphia,  became  in  due  course  of  events 
Prime  Minister  of  Spain.^ 

1  America  fumisheil  wives  for  the  Minister.s  of  England,  France,  and  Spain  during  the 
administration  of  Washington.  Many  other  foreign  gentlemen  of  distinction  married  Ameri- 
can ladies.  Of  the  two  daughters  of  Mrs.  P>ingham,  Anne  married  Alexander  Baring,  Loid 
Ashburton,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  ))resent  peer,  and  Maria  married  (1)  Comte  de  Tilly, 
(2)  Henry  Baring,  (3)  Marquis  de  Blaisel. 
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Hamilton  regarded  the  situation  as  exceptionally  critical.  Although  at- 
tending to  his  own  affairs  in  New  York,  he  was  consulted  on  almost  every 
question  of  importance  that  came  before  the  Cabinet.  He  was  not  well 
pleased  with  the  Secretary  of  State's  reply  to  M.  Adet's  letter  —  "  there 
was  something  of  hardness  and  epigrammatic  sharpness  in  it"  to  his 
mind  —  and  said  that,  since  the  minister  had  declared  his  functions  sus- 
pended, it  should  have  been  addressed  to  the  Directory  and  communi- 
cated through  Pinckney.  He  thought  the  position  true  that  France  had 
a  right  to  inquire  respecting  the  affairs  of  seamen,  and  that  the  complaints 
of  the  minister  should  be  met  with  candid  explanations,  and  his  mis- 
statement of  facts  corrected.  "  My  opinion  is,"  he  continued,  "  that  our 
communications  should  be  calm,  reasoning,  and  serious,  showing  steady 
resolution  more  than  feeling,  having  force  in  the  idea  rather  than  the 
expression." 

As  the  time  approached  to  elect  a  President  for  the  coming  lour 
years,  Washington  published  an  address  of  farewell  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  pronounced  "  the  most  dignified  exhibi- 
tion of  political  wisdom  that  ever  emanated  from  the  mind  of  a  states- 
man." To  Jefferson  he  wrote  expressing  his  astonishment  at  the  possi- 
bility, that,  as  he  remarked,  "  While  I  was  using  my  utmost  exertions  to 
establish  a  national  character  of  our  own,  independent,  as  far  as  our 
obligations  and  justice  and  truth  would  permit,  of  every  nation  of  the 
earth,  and  wished  by  steering  a  steady  course  to  preserve  this  country 
from  the  horrors  of  a  desolating  war,  I  sliould  be  accused  of  being  the 
enemy  of  one  nation  and  subject  to  the  influence  of  another." 

The  two  parties  were  quickly  provided  with  candidates,  and  the  politi- 
cal newspapers  went  rabid,  foaming  personalities  and  falsehoods.  The 
real  leader  of  the  Federalists  was  Hamilton.  But  Jay  and  Adams  were 
older,  and  had  served  the  country  longer.  Xo  personal  aspirations  seem 
for  a  moment  to  have  clouded  Hamilton's  vision.  He  greatly  preferred 
Jay  to  Adams,  because  he  believed  him  to  possess  more  coolness,  judg- 
ment, and  consistency,  and  less  tendency  to  prejudice.  But  Adams, 
through  his  office  of  vice-president,  stood  in  the  line  of  promotion ;  and, 
what  was  of  still  greater  weight,  he  was  the  representative  of  New  Eng- 
land, which  had  furnished  all  along  a  steady  support  to  tlie  Federal 
government.  It  was  also  politic  to  select  a  vice-president  from  the  South  ; 
hence  Thomas  Pinckney  received  the  nomination. 

The  Ptepublicans  chose  Jefferson  unanimously  for  the  highest  office,  and 
Aaron  Burr  for  Vice-President,  altliougli  the  support  of  the  latter  was 
far  from  being  uniform.  One  of  tlie  public  characters  of  Virginia  wrote 
about  that  time  :  "  The  two  most  efficient  actors  on  the  political  theater 
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of  our  country  are  ]\Ir.  Hamiltou  and  Mr.  Burr ;  and,  as  a  friend  to  the 
interests  of  the  Southern  States,  I  sincerely  ^vish  that  tliey  had  botli  ap- 
peared on  the  Federal  side,  tluit  tliey  might  essentially  have  acted  in 
concert,  as  but  little  more  time  and  labor  would  have  been  necessary  to 
subvert  the  popularity  of  both  than  we  have  found  necessary  to  employ 
against  Hamilton  alone.  I  have  watched  the  movements  of  Mr.  Burr 
with  attention,  and  have  discovered  traits  of  character  which  sooner  or 

later  will  give  us  much  trouble. 
He  has  unequaled  talent  of  at- 
taching men  to  his  views,  aiid 
forming  condonations  of  which 
he  is  always  the  center.  He  is 
determined  to  play  a  first  part ; 
he  acts  strenuously  with  iis  in 
public,  but  it  is  remarkable 
tluit  in  all  private  consultations 
he  more  frequently  agrees  with 
us  in  principles  than  in  the 
mode  of  giving  them  effect." 

There  were  other  indications 
that  Burr  had  already  become 
an  object  of  susj'icion  at  the 
South,  as  likely  to  l)e  a  danger- 
ous competitor  for  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Bepublican  party. 
He  had  eclipsed  George  Clinton 

Aaron    Burp.  /  ^ 

to  a  certain  degree,  was  un- 
rivaled in  the  arts  of  personal  intluence  and  intrigue,  and  was  nevei'  idle. 
Xo  means  were  too  trivial  for  him  to  employ  if  he  thought  they  would 
lielp  him  to  gain  a  point.  He  used  to  say  that  he  once  saved  a  man 
from  being  hanged  by  a  certain  arrangement  of  the  candles  in  a  court- 
room. 

Tlie  result  of  the  election  was  not  known  when  Congress  assembled  in 

1797.    December.     The  votes  were  announced  on  the  8tli  of  Fel)ruary  ; 

Feb.  8.  John  Adams  had  received  seventy-one,  Thomas  Jefferson  si.xty- 
eiglit,  Thomas  Pinckney  fifty-nine,  and  Aaron  Burr  thirty.  The  two 
former  would  thus  fill  the  first  two  offices  in  the  government,  as  at 
that  time  the  second  highest  candidate  for  President  became  Vice- 
President.  "  The  die  is  cast,"  wrote  John  Adams  to  his  wife  the  next 
nKjrning,  "  and  you  must  prepare  yourself  for  honorable  trials." 
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CHAPTER    XI. 

1797-1801. 
NEW   YORK  CITY  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

CONTEMPOUAXEOrS    DESCRIPTION    OF    THE    L'lTV.  —  ThE    STREETS   AND    BuiLDIXGS.  —  ThE 

Broadway.  — The  Government  House.  —  The  Park  Theater.  —The  Drama.  — 
Commerce  of  New  York.  —  The  City  of  Hudson  and  its  Founders.  — Society. 
—  Intellectual  Pursuits.  —  Marriages  in  High  Life.  —  The  Bakcl.a.y  Family.  — 
A  Love  Romance.  — General  Jacob  Morton.  — The  Ludlows.  — Princes  and  No- 
blemen IN  New  York.  —  Re-election  of  Governor  Jay.  —  Lieutenant-Governor 
Van  Rensselaer.  —The  French  Directory.  —  Money  or  War.  —The  Alien  and 
Sedition  Laws.  —  War  Measures. — Duels.  —  Aaron  Burr's  Bank.  —  The  Com- 
mercial Advertiser.  —  Burr  and  Hamilton. — Death  of  Washington.  —  Per- 
sonal Sketches.  —  Kichard  Vakick. — Edw.\rd  Livingston. 

"  ^VTEW  YORK  i.s  the  gaye.st  place  iu  America;  the  ladies,  in  tlie 
-i-^  richness  and  brilliancy  of  their  dress,  are  not  equaled  in  any  city 
of  the  United  States,  not  even  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  which  has 
heretofore  been  called  the  center  of  the  heart  monde.  The  ladies,  how- 
ever, are  not  solely  employed  in  attention  to  dress  ;  there  are  many  who 
are  studious  to  add  to  brilliant  external  accomplishments  the  more  bril- 
liant and  lasting  accomplishments  of  the  mind.  Nor  have  they  been 
unsuccessful,  for  New  York  can  boast  of  great  numbers  of  refined  taste, 
whose  minds  are  highly  improved,  and  whose  conversation  is  as  inviting 
as  tlieir  personal  charms  ;  tinctured  with  a  Dutch  education,  they  manage 
tlieir  families  with  good  economy  and  singular  neatness.  In  point  of 
sociability  and  hospitality  New  York  is  hardly  e.xceeded  by  any  town  in 
the  United  States." 

The  above  paragraph  was  penned  by  an  English  divine,  who  wrote  a 
History  of  America  in  four  volumes,  which  was  published  in  1797. 
The  antiquity  of  the  work,  together  with  its  contemporaneous  descrip- 
tions, renders  many  of  its  pages  exceptionally  interesting.  The  writer 
a])pears  to  have  been  a  keen  and  critical  observer  of  men  and  manners 
as  well  as  of  general  affairs,  and  a  scholar  of  varied  accomplisliments. 

VOL.  II.  28 
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He  described  the  city  thus :  "  Its  plan  is  not  perfectly  regular,  but  is 
laid  out  with  reference  to  the  situation  of  the  ground.  The  principal 
streets  run  nearly  parallel  with  the  rivers ;  these  are  intersected,  though 
not  at  right  angles,  by  streets  running  from  river  to  river.  In  the  width  of 
the  streets  there  is  great  diversity,  Broad  Street,  extending  from  the  ex- 
change to  the  City  Hall,  is  sufficiently  wide,  having  been  originally  built  on 
each  side  of  the  creek.  This  street  is  low,  but  pleasant." — Another  writer 
of  about  the  same  date  speaks  of  Broad  Street  as  a  tine,  wide,  \\-ell-built, 
and  handsomely  planted  avenue,  the  leading  quarter  of  the  early  aristoc- 
racy of  the  town.  —  "  Wall  Street  is  generally  fifty  feet  wide  and  elevated, 
and  tlie  buildings  elegant.  Hanover  Square  and  Dock  Street  are  con- 
veniently situated  for  business,  and  the  houses  well-built.  William 
Street  is  also  elevated  and  convenient,  and  is  the  principal  market  for 
retailing  dry  goods.  Some  of  the  other'  streets  are  pleasant,  but  most  of 
them  are  irregular  and  narrow.  The  houses  are  generally  built  of  brick 
and  the  roofs  tiled ;  there  remain  a  few  houses  after  the  old  Dutch 
maimer,  but  the  English  taste  has  prevailed  almost  a  century.  The 
principal  part  of  the  city  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  although 
the  buildings  extend  from  one  river  to  the  other.  The  length  of  the  city 
on  the  east  side  is  about  two  miles,  but  falls  much  short  of  that  distance 
on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson.  Its  breadth,  on  an  average,  is  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  and  its  circumference  may  be  four  miles.  The  most 
convenient  and  agreeable  part  of  the  city  is  the  Broadway.  It  begins  at 
a  point  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Hudson  and  East  Hi  vers,  occupies 
the  height  of  land  between  them  upon  a  true  meridional  line,  rises  gently 
to  the  northward,  is  near  seventy  feet  wide,  and  is  adorned,  where  the 
fort  formerly  stood,  with  an  elegant  brick  edifice  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  governor  of  the  State.  The  Broadway  has  also  two  Episcopal 
churches,  and  a  number  of  elegant  private  buildings.  It  terminates  to 
the  northward,  in  a  triangular  area,  fronting  the  Bridewell,  and  almshouse, 
and  commands  from  any  point  a  view  of  the  bay  and  Narrows."  ^ 

The  portion  of  the  city  laid  in  ashes  during  the  first  years  of  the  Rev- 
olution had  been  rapidl}^  rebuilding  since  1788,  some  of  the  streets 
widened,  nearly  all  of  them  straightened,  and  raised  in  the  middle  under 
an  angle  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  water  to  the  side  gutters ;  footwalks 
of  brick  had  also  been  made  on  each  side.  Our  early  historian  adds  to 
the  picture  by  saying :  "  The  part  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  is  almost 
wholly  covered  with  elegant  brick  houses.  The  most  magnificent  edifice 
in  the  city  is  Federal  Hall,  situated  at  the  head  of  Broad  Street,  where 

1  An  Historical,  Geographical,  Commercial,  and  Philosophical  View  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  Rev.  William  Winterbothani.     1797. 
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its  front  appears  to  great  advantage.  The  marble  used  in  chimneys  is 
American,  and  for  beauty  of  shades  and  polish  equal  to  any  of  its  kind 
in  Europe." 

John  Lambert  wrote  :  "  The  Broadway  and  pjowery  Eoad  are  the  two 
finest  avenues  in  the  city,  and  nearly  of  the  same  width  as  Oxford  Street 
in  London.  The  first  is  upwards  of  two  miles  in  length,  though  the 
pavement  does  not  extend  above  a  mile  and  a  quarter  ;  the  remainder  of 
the  road  consists  of  straggling  houses,  which  are  the  commencements  of 
new  streets  planned  out.  The  houses  in  the  Broadway  are  lofty  and  well- 
built.  They  are  constructed  in  the  English  style,  and  differ  but  little 
from  those  of  London  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  except  that  they  are 
uni\'ersally  built  of  red  brick.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Battery,  and  for 
some  distance  up  the  Broadway,  they  are  nearly  all  private  houses,  and 
occupied  by  the  principal  merchants  and  gentry  of  New  York." 

The  most  elegant  mansion  in  New  York  at  the  close  of  the  century  was 
the  one  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  fort  opposite  the  Bowling  Green,  while 
Washington  was  a  resident  of  the  city  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  was  intended  for 
his  occupancy,  and  that  of  all 
future  heads  of  the  nation  It 
was  in  process  of  completion 
when  the  seat  of  government 
was  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
and  was  hence- 
forward appro- 
priated for  a  "? 
number  of  year^  '  ^ 
to  the  uses  of  -J^* 
the  governors  ~ 
of  the  State.  It 
was  tlie  resi- 
dence of  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  for  three  or  four  years,  and  Governor  Jay  took  up  his 
abode  in  it  in  1795,  making  it  his  city  home  until  he  retired  from  pub- 
lic life.  It  was  a  stately  edifice,  constructed  of  red  brick,  with  Ionic 
columns,  a  striking  example  of  the  tendency  of  the  period  toward  the 
severely  classical  in  domestic  architecture.  Soon  after  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century  it  was  converted  into  offices  for  the  customs,  and  in 
1815  removed.     The  Bowling  Green  Block  now  stands  upon  its  site. 

After  enumerating  the  various  churches  of  the  city,  numbering  at  this 
date  twentv-three,  and  making  brief  reference  to  Columbia  College,  the 


The  Government  House. 

[Opposite  the  Bowling  Green,  1790-  1815.] 
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jail,  house  of  correction,  almshouse,  exchange  and  several  other  build- 
ings of  less  note,  one  writer  says :  "  The  city  is  accommodated  with  five 
markets  in  different  parts,  which  are  furnished  with  a  great  plenty  and 
variety  of  provisions."  The  principal  of  these,  the  Fly-Market,  was  lo- 
cated near  the  East  Eiver,  in  what  was  originally  a  salt  meadow  with  a 
creek  running  through  it  from  Maiden  Lane.  When  first  estaljlished  it 
was  called  the  "Valley  Market ;"  but  the  Dutch  for  valley  being  "V'lei," 
the  term  in  common  use  M'as  "  V'lei-Market,"  hence  the  corruption  into 
"  Fly-Market."  Every  day,  e.xcept  Sunday,  was  a  market  day.  Butchers 
were  licensed  by  the  mayor,  who  was  the  clerk  of  the  market,  receiving 
fees  for  all  meats  sold  —  as,  for  instance,  six  cents  for  every  quarter  of 
beef,  and  four  cents  for  a  calf,  sheep,  or  lamb.  Butter  must  be  sold  by 
the  pound,  and  not  by  the  roll  or  tub.  The  laws  regulating  the  markets 
were  rigidly  enforced. 

The  Park  Theater  was  built  in  1797,  and  first  opened  in  January,  1798. 
The  ambitious  proprietors  petitioned  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  por- 
tico over  the  sidewalk,  which  was  not  granted.     It  was  a  laroe, 

1798.  ®  '^ 

commodious  building  tliat  would  accommodate  about  twelve  hun- 
dred persons.  "  The  interior  is  handsomely  decorated,  and  fitted  up  in 
as  good  style  as  the  London  theaters,  upon  a  scale  suital)le  to  the  popu- 
lation of  New  York,"  wrote  Lambert.  The  performances  consisted  of 
all  the  new  pieces  that  came  out  on  the  London  boards,  and  several  of 
Shakespeare's  best  plays.  One  of  the  newspaper  critics  of  the  time  de- 
clared these  plays  too  much  curtailed,  and  said  they  often  lost  their  effect 
through  being  over  at  half-past  ten,  while  not  commencing  at  an  earlier 
hour  than  in  London. 

The  drama  \\as  introduced  into  New  York,  and  indeed  into  the  Amer- 
ican colonies,  a  (piarter  of  a  century  before  the  Eevolution.  On  the  26th 
of  February,  1750,  Lewis  Hallam,  a  favorite  actor  at  Goodman's  Fields 
Theater  in  England,  made  his  debut  in  the  historical  tragedy  of  Richard 
IIL,  in  a  rooin  of  one  of  the  buildings  which  belonged  to  the  estate  of 
Bip  Van  Dam,  in  Nassau  Street.^  He  had  obtained  permission  from  the 
Bi-itish  governor  of  New  York,  and  commanded  a  most  select  and  fashion- 
able audience.  Two  years  later  he  appeared  at  AVilliamsburg  in  A^irginia. 
His  wife,  known  as  Mrs.  Douglass,  was  a  favorite  actress  ;  and  his  two 
sons,  Lewis  and  Adam,  figured  upon  the  American  stage  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  century.  During  the  time  the  city  Avas  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  British,  theatrical  entertainments  were  very  fashionable  ;  and 
the  characters  were  mostly  supported  by  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 

^  Parker's  Post  -  Boy ;  Drake's  American  Biographij  ;  Old  Xev:  York,  by  Dr.  John  W. 
Francis. 
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The  English  plays  of  Garrick,  Foote,  Cumberland,  Colman,  O'Keefe, 
Sheridan,  and  others  were  from  time  to  time  enacted.  Aid  was  often 
furnished  from  private  or  social  circles  ;  and  a  remarkable  peculiarity  of 
the  times  seems  to  have  been  that  it  was  quite  a  common  circumstance 
to  appropriate  or  designate  some  leading  or  prominent  individual  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  as  the  character  drawn  by  tlie  dramatist  abroad. 
Thus,  when  "  Laugh  and  Grow  Fat "  appeared,  the  public  said  it  well  fitted 
the  case  of  Abraham  Mortier,  the  paymaster  of  the  British  army,  and 
the  projector  of  the  Richmond  Hill  House.  He  was  a  cheerful  old  gen- 
tleman, but  the  leanest  of  all  human  beings  —  almost  diaphanous. 

Lewis  Hallam,  the  younger,  appeared  in  Lord  Ogleby  in  1767,  and 
played  the  part  for  forty  years,  the  last  time  being  in  the  Park  Theater 
in  1807.  He  was  one  of  tlie  best  actors  of  his  time.  After  the  war 
terminated  he  organized  the  firm  of  Hallam  and  Henry,  which  after  Mr. 
Henry's  death  became  Hallam  and  Hodgkinson.  William  Dunlap,  the 
painter  and  historian,  subsequently  became  associated  with  the  firm  in 
the  management  of  the  John-Street  Theater,  and  brought  forward  many 
pieces  of  his  own  composition.  At  the  opening  of  the  Park  Theater  he 
was  its  sole  manager,  and  in  March,  1798,  his  tragedy  of  "Andre"  in 
blank  verse  was  brought  out  with  success. 

"  New  York  City  appears  to  be  the  Tyre  of  the  New  World,"  said  a 
London  editor  while  describing  its  shipping.  Winterbotham  wrote : 
"  This  city  is  esteemed  the  most  eligible  situation  for  connnerce  in  the 
United  States,  and  in  time  of  peace  will  do  more  business  than  any 
other  town.  It  almost  necessarily  connnands  the  trade  of  one  half  of 
New  Jersey,  most  of  that  of  Connecticut  and  of  Vermont,  and  a  part  of 
that  of  Massachusetts,  besides  the  whole  fertile  interior  country,  which 
is  penetrated  by  one  of  the  largest  rivers  in  America.  Its  conveniences 
for  internal  commerce  are  singularly  great ;  the  produce  of  the  remotest 
farms  is  easily  and  speedily  conveyed  to  a  certain  and  profitable  market. 
The  produce  of  Pennsylvania  must  be  carried  to  market  in  wagons,  over 
a  great  extent  of  country,  some  of  which  is  very  rough ;  hence  Philadel- 
phia is  crowded  with  wagons,  carts,  horses,  and  tlieir  drivers,  to  do  tlie 
same  business  that  is  done  in  New  York,  where  all  the  produce  of  the 
country  is  brought  to  market  by  water,  with  much  less  show  and  parade. 
This  city  imports  most  of  the  goods  consumed  in  the  best-peopled  area 
of  the  whole  country,  wliich  contains  at  least  eight  hundred  tliousand 
persons,  or  one  fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union.  In  time  of  war 
New  York  will  be  insecure  without  a  marine  force  ;  but  a  small  number 
of  ships  will  be  able  to  defend  it  from  the  most  formidable  attacks  by 
sea.     The  situation  is  both  healthy  and  pleasant ;  surrounded  on  all  sides 
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by  water,  it  is  refreshed  with  cool  breezes  in  summer,  and  the  air  in 
winter  is  more  temperate  than  in  other  places  under  the  same  parallel. 
The  want  of  good  water  is  at  present  a  great  inconvenience  to  tlie 
citizens,  there  being  few  wells  in  the  city ;  most  of  the  people  are  sup- 
plied every  day  with  fresh  water,  conveyed  to  their  doors  in  casks,  from  a 
pump  near  the  head  of  Pearl  Street,  which  receives  it  from  a  spring 
almost  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the  city.  The  average  quantity  drawn 
daily  from  this  remarkable  well,  about  twenty  feet  deep  and  four  feet  in 
diameter,  is  one  hundred  and  ten  hogsheads  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
gallons  each.  In  some  hot  summer  days  two  hundred  and  sixteen  hogs- 
heads have  been  drawn  from  it,  and,  what  is  ^■ery  singular,  there  are 
never  more  or  less  than  three  feet  of  water  in  the  well.  Several  pro- 
posals have  been  made  by  individuals  to  supply  the  citizens  by  pipes, 
but  none  have  yet  been  accepted." 

A  graphic  description  of  the  Hudson  Eiver  and  the  physical  pecu- 
liarities of  the  country  between  it  and  the  lakes,  by  the  same  writer,  is 
replete  with  comprehensive  intelligence.  Saratoga  Springs  are  mentioned 
as  eight  or  nine  in  number,  the  water,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  derived 
from  one  common  source.  Roads  and  bridges  thi'oughout  the  State  were 
attracting  legislative  notice.  A  post  rode  regularly  from  Albany  to  the 
Genesee  Eiver  once  a  fortnight.  An  enterprise  by  which  a  "  grand  road 
was  opened  in  1790  through  Clinton  County,"  on  the  borders  of  Canada, 
is  commended  in  strong  terms.  Albany  is  pronounced  unrivaled  in  its 
situation,  and  said  to  contain  about  four  thousand  inhaV)itants,  speaking 
every  v;iriety  of  language.  "  It  stands  on  the  bank  of  one  of  the  finest 
rivers  in  the  world,  at  the  head  of  sloop  navigation  ;  and  adventurers  in 
pursuit  of  wealth  are  led  here  by  the  advantages  for  trade  which  the 
place  affords."  The  city  of  Hudson  was  a  marvel  because  of  its  rapid 
growth.  The  writer  says  :  "  No  longer  ago  than  the  autumn  of  1783,  Seth 
and  Thomas  Jenkins,  from  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
liaving  first  reconnoitered  all  the  way  up  the  river,  fixed  on  the  unsettled 
spot  where  Hudson  now  stands,  for  a  town.  They  purchased  a  tract 
about  a  mile  square,  bordering  on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to  the 
southward,  and  divided  it  into  thirty  parcels  or  shares.  Other  parties 
were  admitted  to  proportions,  and  the  town  was  laid  out  in  squares, 
formed  by  spacious  streets,  crossing  each  otlier  at  right  angles  ;  each 
square  containing  thirty  lots,  two  deep  divided  by  a  twenty-feet  alley, 
each  lot  fifty  feet  front  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  deep.  The  original 
proprietors  of  Hudson  offered  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the 
south  part  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and  were  constrained,  by  a  refusal  of 
the  proposition,  to  become  competitors  for  tlie  commerce  of  the  northern 
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country,  when  otherwise  they  would  have  added  great  wealth  and  con- 
sequence to  Albany."  ^ 

Such  was  the  wonderful  growth  of  Hudson  that,  although  the  first 
dwellings  were  not  erected  until  1784,  the  city  was  incorporated  in  1785, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  homes  had  been  securely  planted  prior  to  the 
spring  of  1786,  besides  barns,  shops,  stores,  ware-houses,  and  other  build- 
ings, with  several  wharves  for  connnercial  convenience.  During  Febru- 
ary of  the  last  named  year  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  sleighs  entered 
the  city  daily  for  several  weeks  in  succession,  laden  with  produce  and 
articles  of  merchandise.  Thus  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  advantage 
of  the  situation  with  respect  to  the  rich  and  fertile  adjacent  country  ; 
and,  built  upon  an  eminence,  the  city  presented  a  highly  picturesque 
appearance  as  seen  from  the  river.  It  was  made  a  port  of  entry  in  1795, 
and  is  said  at  one  time  to  have  possessed  a  larger  amount  of  shipping 
than  even  New  York  City,  its  commerce  being  chiefly  with  the  West 
Indies  and  Europe.  Seth  Jenkins  was  mayor  of  the  new  city  for  many 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Robert,  who  occupied  that  posi- 
tion until  his  sudden  death  in  1819. 

"In  New  York  there  appears  to  be  a  great  thirst  after  knowledge," 
writes  Lambert.  "  The  riches  that  have  flowed  into  that  city  have 
brought  with  them  a  taste  for  reading  and  the  refinements  of  polished 
society ;  and  though  the  inhabitants  cannot  yet  boast  of  having  reached 
the  standard  of  European  perfection,  they  are  not  wanting  in  the  solid 
and  rational  parts  of  education,  nor  in  many  of  those  accomplishments 
which  ornament  and  embellish  private  life.  It  has  become  the  fashion 
in  New  York  to  attend  lectures  on  moral  philosophy,  chemistry,  mineral- 
ogy, botany,  mechanics,  etc.,  and  the  ladies  in  partic\dar  have  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  those  studies ;  several  young  ladies  have  displayed 
their  abilities  in  writing,  and  some  of  their  novels  and  fugitive  pieces 
of  poetry  and  prose  evince  much  taste  and  judgment,  and  two  or  three 
have  distinguished  themselves.  The  desire  for  instruction  and  informa- 
tion, however,  is  not  confined  to  the  youthful  part  of  the  community  ; 
many  married  ladies  and  their  families  may  be  seen  at  philosophical  and 

1  The  Jenkins  brothers  came  from  Nantucket  or  Martha's  Vineyard  instead  of  Providence, 
Ivhode  Island,  as  stated  by  Winterbotham.  They  were  .shipping  merchants  of  great  wealth, 
but  the  islands  had  become  too  circumscribed  for  them,  and  thus  they  came  to  New  York, 
bringing  their  commerce  with  them  to  the  city  they  founded  upon  the  Hudson.  "When  they 
fii-st  arrived  in  New  York  City  on  their  way  up  the  river,  they  visited  Colonel  Rutgers,  an 
old  and  valued  friend,  to  whom  tliey  unfolded  their  plans  ;  and  he  was  so  much  ]>leased  with 
the  enteri)rising  spirit  manifested,  that  he  offered  to  sell  them  his  own  l)road  acres  on  the 
East  Kiver  between  Catharine  Street  and  Corlear's  Hook.  (See  Katzer's  Map,  Vol.  I.  p. 
760-761.)  They  differed,  however,  in  price  to  the  amount  of  $500,  and  the  trade  in  the 
end  fell  through.  —  Fmnihj  Archives. 
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chemical  lectures,  and  the  spirit  of  inquiry  is  becoming  general  among 
the  gentlemen.  The  immense  property  which  has  been  introduced  into 
the  city  by  commerce  has  hardly  had  time  to  circulate  and  diffuse  itself 
through  the  community.  It  is  yet  too  much  in  the  hands  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals to  enable  men  to  devote  the  whole  of  their  lives  to  the  study 
of  the  arts  and  science.  Farmers,  merchants,  physicians,  lawyers,  and 
divines  are  all  that  America  can  produce  for  many  years  to  come ; 
and  if  autliors,  artists,  or  philosophers  make  their  appearance  at  any 
time,  they  must,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  spring  from  one  of  the 
above  professions." 

Foreign  travelers  were  numerous  and  observant.  Their  note-books 
furnish  many  vivid  glimpses  of  the  city  at  that  epoch.  Characteristics 
were  not  infrequently  overdrawn  and  general  conclusions  reached  with- 
out opportunity  of  exercising  correct  judgment.  But  it  is  always  well 
and  useful  to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us.     We  quote  the  following  :     • 

"  The  society  of  New  York  consists  of  three  distinct  classes.  The  first 
is  composed  of  the  constituted  authorities,  government  officers,  divines, 
lawyers,  and  physicians  of  eminence,  with  the  principal  merchants  and 
people  of  independent  property.  The  second  comprises  the  small  mer- 
chants, retail  dealers,  clerks,  subordinate  officers  of  the  government,  and 
members  of  the  three  professions.  The  third  consists  of  the  inferior 
orders  of  the  people.  The  first  of  these  associate  together  in  a  style  of 
elegance  and  splendor  little  inferior  to  Europeans.  Their  houses  are 
furnished  with  everything  that  is  useful,  agreeable,  or  ornamental ;  and 
many  of  them  are  fitted  up  in  the  tasteful  magnificence  of  modern  luxury. 
]\[any  have  elegant  equipages,  and  those  who  have  none  of  their  own 
may  be  accommodated  with  handsome  carriages  at  the  livery  stables  ; 
for  there  are  no  coach  stands.  The  dress  of  the  gentlemen  is  plain, 
elegant,  and  fashionable,  and  corresponds  in  every  respect  with  the 
English  costume.  The  ladies  in  general  seem  more  partial  to  the  light, 
various,  and  dashing  drapery  of  the  Parisian  belles  than  to  the  elegant 
and  becoming  attire  of  our  London  beauties,  who  improve  upon  the 
French  fashions.  But  there  are  many  who  prefer  the  English  costume, 
or  at  least  a  medium  between  that  and  the  French. 

"  The  winter  is  passed  in  a  round  of  entertainments  and  amusements  ; 
at  the  theater,  public  dancing  assemV)lies,  lectures,  concerts,  balls,  tea 
and  card-parties,  cariole  excursions  out  of  town,  etc.  The  American 
cariole,  or  sleigh,  is  much  larger  than  that  of  Canada,  and  will  hold 
several  people.  It  is  fixed  on  high  runners,  and  drawn  by  two  horses. 
Parties  to  dinner  and  dances  are  frequently  made  in  tlie  winter  season 
wlien  the  snow  is  upon  the  ground.     They  [)rocee(l  in  carioles  a  few  miles 
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into  the  country  to  some  hotel  or  tavern,  where  they  remain  to  a  late 
hciur  and  return  home  by  torchlight.  The  inhabitants  of  New  York  are 
not  remarkable  for  early  rising,  and  little  business  seems  to  be  done  be- 
fore nine  or  ten  o'clock.  Most  of  the  merchants  and  people  in  business 
dine  about  two  o'clock ;  others  who  are  less  engaged,  about  three  ;  but 
four  o'clock  is  usually  the  fashionable  hour  for  dining.  The  gentlemen 
are  partial  to  the  bottle,  but  not  to  excess ;  and  at  private  dinner-parties 
they  seldom  sit  more  than  two  hours  drinking  wine.  They  leave  the  table 
one  after  the  other,  and  walk  away  to  some  tea-party  without  bidding 
their  host  good-afternoon.  The  servants  are  mostly  negroes  or  mulattoes  ; 
some  free,  and  others  slaves.  Marriages  are  conducted  in  the  most  splen- 
did style,  and  form  an  important  part  of  the  winter's  entertainments. 
For  some  years  it  was  the  fashion  to  keep  them  only  among  a  select  circle 
of  friends  ;  but  of  late  the  opulent  parents  of  the  newly-married  lady  have 
thrown  open  their  doors  and  invited  the  town  to  partake  of  their  felicity. 
The  young  couple,  attended  by  their  nearest  connections  and  friends,  are 
married  at  home  in  a  magnificent  style ;  and  if  the  parties  are  Episco- 
palians, the  Bishop  of  New  York  is  always  procured,  if  possible,  as  his 
presence  gives  a  greater  zest  to  the  nuptials.  For  three  days  after  the 
marriage  ceremony  the  newly-married  couple  see  company  in  great  state, 
and  every  genteel  person  who  can  procure  an  introduction  may  pay  his 
respects  to  the  bride  and  bridegroom.  It  is  a  sort  of  levee;  and  the 
visitois,  after  their  introduction,  partake  of  a  cup  of  coffee  or  other  re- 
freshment, and  walk  away.  Sometimes  the  night  concludes  with  a  con- 
cert and  ball,  or  cards  among  those  friends  who  are  invited  to  remain." 

The  newspapers  of  the  period  chronicle  a  reception  of  this  character  at 
the  gubernatorial  mansion  opposite  the  Bowling  Green  in  November, 
1796:  "Married  on  the  3(1,  at  his  Excellency's  John  Jay,  Governor, 
Government  House,  John  Livingston,  of  tlie  manor  of  Livingston,  to  Mrs. 
Catharine  Ridley,  daughter  of  the  late  Governor  William  Livingston."  ^ 

1  Robert  Livingston,  third  lord  of  tlie  manor,  liad  five  sons — Walter,  John,  Heniy,  I'liilip, 
who  died  unmarried  before  his  father,  and  Peter  R.  ;  also  three  daughters  —  Mary,  mai'ried 
Hon.  James  Duaue,  Alida,  married  Valentine  Gardiner,  and  Catharine,  marrieU  John  Patterson. 
Schuyler,  one  of  the  sons  of  Walter  and  Cornelia  Schuyler  Livingston,  married  Eliza,  daugh- 
ter of  Colonel  Thomas  and  Susan  De  Lancey  Barclay  ;  and  their  children  were  Thomas 
Barclay  Livingston,  American  Consul  at  Halifax,  married  Mary  Kearny,  Anne,  married 
James  Reyburn  of  New  York,  and  Schuyler  Livingston  of  New  York,  mai-ried  Margaret 
Livingston*  of  Clermont.  The  Barclays,  often  mentioned  in  preceding  pages,  and  for  wliom 
Barclay  Street  was  named,  were  of  the  eminent  Scotch  race  known  in  the  annals  of  Great 
Britain  as  Berkeley.  The  orthography  of  the  name  was  first  changed  by  the  English  scholar 
and  poet  Alexander  Barclay.  Colonel  David  Barcla5%  of  Urie,  born  1610,  manied  Catharine, 
daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Gordon,  of  Gonlonstovvn.  His  children  were  :  1.  Robert,  one  of  the 
origiuallords  proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey,  and  their  elected  governor,  to  whom  the  govern- 
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The  reader  will  quickly  recognize  the  piquant  and  accomplished  sister  of 
Mrs.  Jay,  who  figured  in  former  pages  as  ISIiss  Kitty  Livingston,  and  who 
became  the  wife  of  Matthew  Kidley  of  Baltimore  in  1787,  and,  after  brief 
wedded  happiness,  a  widow.  In  May,  1798,  a  round  of  festivities  are 
recorded  in  connection  with  the  marriage  of  Margaret,  only  daughter  of 
Morgan  Lewis,  to  Maturin  Livingston,  although  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed at  the  country-seat  of  the  family.  And  not  far  from  the  same 
date  we  read  from  the  quaint  old  files  that  "  David  L.  Haight  was  married 
by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Livingston  to  the  amiable  Miss  Ann  Kip." 

One  of  the  great  social  events  of  1797  was  the  marriage  of  the  cele- 
brated Josiah  Quincy  to  Miss  Eliza  Susan  ]\Iorton  of  New  York.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  on  the  6th  of  June  by  Eev.  Dr.  Sanniel  Stanhope 
Smith,  President  of  Princeton  College,  who  made  the  journey  to  New  York 
for  the  purpose,  the  lady  having  always  been  a  favorite  with  him,  and  par- 
tially educated  in  his  family  where  she  was  greatly  beloved.  She  was  also 
specially  intimate  with  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  with  the 
family  of  Theodore  Sedgwick  usually  spending  some  months  every  sum- 
mer at  their  home  in  Stockbridge.  The  next  day  the  bridal  pair  set  forth 
in  a  coach-and-four,  and  were  five  days  in  traveling  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
capital  of  Massachusetts.  Quincy  had  made  the  journey  to  New  York  in 
1795,  leaving  the  following  graphic  picture :  "The  stage  coaches  were  old 
and  shackling,  and  much  of  the  harness  made  of  ropes.  One  pair  of 
horses  carried  the  stage  eighteen  miles.  We  generally  reached  our 
resting-place  for  the  night,  if  no  accident  intervened,  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
after  a  frugal  supper  went  to  bed  with  a  notice  that  we  should  be  called 

nient  was  confirmed  during  life  by  Charles  II.,  although  he  ruled  through  a  deputy  and  never 
came  to  America  ;  2.  David,  who  died  on  his  passage  to  America  ;  3.  Lucy,  who  died  un- 
married ;  4.  John,  who  removed  to  America,  married  Cornelia  Van  Schaick,  and  was  the 
ancestor  of  the  New  York  family  of  Barclay  ;  5.  Jane,  who  married  the  son  of  Sir  Evvan  Dhu, 
of  Lochiel,  chieftain  of  the  clan  Cameron,  whose  large  family  of  daughters  were  all  married 
to  chiefs  or  heads  of  houses  —  Cameron  of  Dungallan,  Barclay  of  Urie,  Grant  of  Glenmoriston, 
Macj)herson  of  Clunie,  Campbell  of  Barcaldine,  Campbell  of  Auchalader,  Campbell  of  Auch- 
lyne,  ISIaclean  of  Lochbury,  Macgregor  of  Bohawslie,  Wright  of  Loss,  Maclean  of  Ardgour, 
and  Cameron  of  Glendinning.  "  Thus  the  political  Importance  of  Lochiel  was  greatly  en- 
hanced, and  a  confederacy  of  noted  families  was  bound  together  by  opinion  and  kindred, 
forming  a  strong  opposition  to  the  reigning  Government."  All  these  daughters  of  Jane 
Barclay  became  mothers  of  families,  and  "  their  numerous  descendants,"  writes  Mrs.  Grant, 
"  cherish  the  bonds  of  affinity  now  so  wi<lely  diffused."  An  alliance  with  the  family  was  es- 
teemed of  such  consequence  that  the  youngest  and  fairest  actually  was  married  to  Cameron 
of  Glendinning  in  her  twelfth  year  ;  becoming  a  widow,  she  married  Maclean  of  Kingasleet, 
another  chief  of  equal  importance.  John  Barclay  (the  first  in  America)  was  the  father  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Barclay,  and  grandfather  of  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Barclay  of  Trinity  Church,  the  father 
of  Colonel  Thomas  who  married  Susan  De  Lancey.  (See  Vol.  I.  585,  632,  756.)  Harriet, 
one  of  the  daughteis  of  Walter  Livingston,  married  Robert  Fulton.  (For  biographical 
notice  of  Henry  Walter,  youngest  son  of  Walter  Livingston,  see  Vol.  II.  396). 
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at  three  the  next  morning,  which  generally  proved  to  be  halt-past  two. 
Then,  whether  it  snowed  or  rained,  the  traveler  must  rise  and  make 
ready  by  the  help  of  a  horn  lantern  and  a  farthing  candle,  and  proceed 
on  his  \vay  over  hard  roads  —  sometimes  with  a  driver  showing  no 
doubtful  symptoms  of  drunkenness,  and  often  obliged  to  get  out  and 
help  him  lift  the  coach  out  of  a  quagmire  or  rut  —  and  arrived  at  New 
York  after  a  week's  hard  traveling,  wondering  at  the  ease  as  well  as 
expedition  with  which  our  journey  was  effected."  With  such  experience 
fresh  in  his  memory,  it  is  by  no  means  remarkable  that  he  should  deter- 
mine upon  a  matrimonial  tour  with  an  equipage  of  his  own. 

A  more  romantic,  l)ut  far  less  imposing  wedding-journey  was  that  of 
Washington  Morton,  the  youngest  brother  of  the  bride,  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  He  was  a  brilliant  young  man  of  great  personal  beauty, 
bodily  strength,  and  athletic  skill.  He  was  indeed  endowed  with  Nature's 
best  mental  and  physical  gifts.  He  was  graduated  from  Princeton  in 
1792,  at  the  agv3  of  seventeen,  and  such  were  the  signs  of  promise  that 
unusual  success  at  the  bar  was  predicted  by  his  contemporaries  —  where 
he  readily  won  an  honorable  place  in  that  remarkable  period  of  its  history 
when  it  bore  upon  its  calendar  such  names  as  Alexander  Hamilton, 
Aaron  Burr,  Rufus  King,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  David  B.  Ogden,  Peter 
Augu.stus  Jay,  and  others  of  a  national  reputation.  As  a  youth,  more  of 
his  time  was  given  to  the  pleasures  of  the  world  than  to  its  affairs.  His 
fondness  for  athletic  exercises  led  him  on  one  occasion  to  test  his  powers 
oi'  endurance  by  walking  to  Philadelphia  for  a  wager.  It  was  at  that 
time  an  unprecedented  feat,  and  made  a  great  noise.  "  His  walk  finished, 
and  his  wager  won,  he  spent  the  night  with  the  gentlemen  friends  who 
accompanied  him  on  horseback,  together  with  a  party  of  Philadelphia's 
choice  spirits,  over  a  supper  table  spread  in  his  honor."  ^ 

Upon  returning  to  New  York  he  was  lionized.  He  had  long  been  a 
favorite  guest  in  the  attractive  home  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  thus 
met  and  fell  madly  in  love  with  the  beautiful  Cornelia  Schuyler,  Mrs. 
Hamilton's  youngest  sister.  She  was  by  no  means  a  belle,  for  her 
beauty  was  of  that  soft  and  touching  kind  which  wins  gradually  upon  the 
heart  rather  than  the  senses.  She  had  dark  brown  hair,  which  she  wore 
})arted  in  waves  over  a  low,  white  forehead,  gray  eyes  so  shaded  and 
shadowed  by  lashes  that  they  seemed  black  in  the  imperfect  light,  com- 
plexion of  that  clear  paleness  which  better  interprets  the  varying  phases 
of  feeling  than  a  more  brilliant  color,  and  a  small  rosy  mouth  with  slight 
compression  of  the  lips  betokening  .strength  of  will.  Her  nature,  too 
pliant  and  clinging  for  the  role  of  leadership  in  society,  which  so  well 

*  TAfc  of  Josinh  Qn-incy,  by  liis  sun  Edimmd  Quiucy. 
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became  her  sister,  Mrs.  Hamilton,  had  yet  a  firmness  that  promised  full 
development  through  her  affections.  She  had  spent  the  winter  in  New 
York,  and  was  present  at  the  nuptials  of  Josiah  Quincy  and  Miss  Morton 
in  June,  then  returned  to  her  home  in  Albany,  attended  by  her  lover,  wlio 
sought  an  immediate  interview  with  General  Schuyler,  asking  his  daugh- 
ter's hand  in  marriage. 

It  is  not  strange  that  a  man  of  Schuyler's  sagacity  should  have  hesi- 
tated about  consigning  his  lovely  daughter  to  the  care  of  a  volatile,  head- 
strong youth  of  twenty-two,  whatever  his  prospects  and  possibilities,  and 
he  refused  to  consider  the  question  until  the  aspirant  should  slacken  his 
pace  to  the  sober  rate  befitting  a  steady-going  married  man.  Morton 
pressed  his  suit,  and  finally  Schuyler  forbade  him  the  house,  ordering 
him  to  attempt  no  communication  with  his  daughier. 

"  Come  into  the  library,"  said  the  austere  father  to  the  blushing  Corne- 
lia a  few  minutes  after  his  abrupt  dismissal  of  her  suitor,  and  led  the 
way,  the  maiden  following  demurely.  When  she  had  dropped  upon  a 
stool  at  his  feet,  Schuyler  related  what  had  transpired  betM^een  himself 
and  young  Morton,  adding,  "  Promise  me  that  henceforward  you  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Washington  Morton,  either  by  word  or  letter."  "  I 
cannot,  sir,"  was  her  quick  response.  "  What !  do  you  mean  to  disobey 
me  ? "  "  I  mean  that  I  cannot  bind  myself  by  any  such  pledge  as  you 
name  — and  —  and —  I  will  not." 

We  will  pass  from  this  scene  to  one  a  few  weeks  later.  The  hour  was 
midnight.  The  lights  had  long  since  been  extinguished  in  the  Schuyler 
mansion,  and  silence  reigned  throughout  the  city  of  Albany,  unbroken  by 
voice  or  footstep.  Presently  two  figures,  wrapped  in  cloaks,  w^ere  moving 
swiftly  along  the  deserted  streets.  One  was  of  fine  princely  bearing,  the 
other  lithe  and  graceful.  In  front  of  the  Schuyler  mansion  they  paused ; 
a  signal  was  given,  and  a  window  was  gently  and  slowly  raised  ;  one  of  the 
gentlemen  threw  up  a  rope  which  was  caught ;  a  rope  ladder  was  drawn 
up,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  was  again  lowered  ;  the  gentle- 
man pulled  forcibly  to  ascertain  that  it  was  securely  fastened,  and  Cornelia 
Schuyler  accomplished  her  descent  in  safety.  In  a  few  moments  they 
had  reached  the  shore  of  the  Hudson,  where  a  little  boat  was  in  waiting, 
and  as  they  landed  upon  the  opposite  bank  a  pair  of  fine  horses  were 
pawing  the  earth  impatiently.  The  lady  was  lifted  upon  one  of  them, 
her  gallant  cavalier  mounted  the  other,  and,  bidding  adieu  to  the  friends 
who  had  assisted  in  the  escapade,  they  rode  towards  the  rising  sun. 
Between  thirty  and  forty  miles  distant  was  the  ancient  town  of  Stock- 
bridge,  and  straightway  to  the  home  of  Judge  Theodore  Sedgwick  they 
hastened,  Mho  was  the  common  and  intimate   fiiend    of   both    parties. 
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Presenting  themselves  before  that  excellent  magistrate,  who  is  said  to 
have  doubted  at  first  the  evidence  of  his  own  eyes,  the  runaways  told  the 
story  of  their  romance  and  flight.  Of  course  there  was  but  one  thing  to 
do.  The  clergyman  of  the  town  was  summoned  to  the  judicial  mansion, 
and  the  handsome  twain  made  one  flesli  with  all  convenient  dispatch. 
This  wedding  occurred  on  the  8th  of  October,  1797.  It  was  some  time 
before  General  Schuyler  could  bring  himself  into  a  forgiving  temper,  but 
he  loved  his  daughter,  and  in  the  end  submitted  with  as  good  grace  as  he 
could  muster  to  what  he  could  not  help.^ 

The  elder  brother  of  Mrs.  Quincy  and  Washington  Morton  was  Jacob 
Morton,  a  prominent  public  character  in  New  York  City  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton, and  a  lawyer  by  profession.  Other 
employments,  however,  diverted  lii', 
attention  from  practice  at  the  b.n 
He  held  municipal  offices  of  trust  foi 
so  long  a  series  of  years  that  he  became 
almost  as  familiar  to  the  eyes  of  Xew 
York  as  the  City  Hall  itself;  and  so 
strong  was  his  hold  upon  the  populai 
regard,  that  no  change  in  politics  e\ei 
disturbed  his  position.  He  was  a  gen- 
tleman in  breeding  as  well  as  politic  •-> 
of  the  school  of  Washington,  a  Fedei- 
alist  of  the  deepest  dye  —  of  fine  ])ies- 
ence,  erect  carriage,  alert  air,  and  cordml 
manners,  with  powdered  hair  and  always  in  iaultlessly  elegant  costume. 
For  thirty  years  or  more  he  was  major-general  of  the  first  division  of  the 
State  militia  of  New  York.  He  married  a  great  beauty  in  1791,  Cath- 
arine, the  daughter  of  Carey  Ludlow ;  and  the  Ludlow  mansion  on  State 
Street   subsequently    became  his  residence,  and  for  a  full  quarter  of  a 

1  John  Morton,  .an  eminent  merchant  of  New  York  City,  was  one  of  the  Connnittee  of 
One  Hundred,  and  a  delegate  to  second  New  York  Congress  ;  he  was  styled  the  "Rebel 
Banker  "  on  account  of  the  large  sums  of  money  he  loaned  to  the  Continental  Congress,  all 
of  which  was  lost.  He  retired  to  Morristown  duiing  the  war.  (See  Vol.  II.  156.)  He  had 
eight  children  :  1.  Jacob,  married  Catharine  I.udlow,  and  left  a  large  family  of  children,  who 
are  allied  with  some  of  the  principal  families  of  the  city  ;  2.  John  ;  3.  Andrew  ;  4.  Mary  Mar- 
garet, died  young  ;  5.  Margaret ;  6.  Elizabeth,  married  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy  ;  7.  Washington, 
married  Cornelia  Schuyler  ;  8.  George  Clarke.  Cornelia  Schuyler  Jlorton  died  in  1807,  and 
her  husband,  to  dissipate  the  passionate  affliction  into  which  lie  was  plunged  by  her  death, 
went  to  Paris,  wbere  he  also  died  in  1810.  The  Schuyler  mansion,  see  p.  146  (Vol.  11.),  the 
scene  of  this  romantic  episotle,  was  visited  in  1879  by  a  lady  from  England,  a  near  rela- 
tive of  Burgoyne,  who  as  a  prisoner  of  war  received  distinguished  hospitality  within  its 
walls  in  1777. 


The  Ludlow  Mansion    No    9  State  Street 

fResidenccol   (,cn«..l  Jac..!.   Murton.) 
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(jeiitury  was  the  center  of  fashion,  intellect,  and  refinement.  It  was  im- 
mensely large,  containing  twenty-six  apartments  besides  servants'  rooms. 
It  had  a  double  stairway  in  front  of  the  door,  with  the  elaborate  iron  rail- 
ing so  fashionable  at  that  time  ;  also  carved  oak  chinmey-pieces  and  wain- 
scoting imported  from  England.  Large  bushes  of  sweet-brier  were  trained 
over  the  porch.  When  Lafayette  was  in  this  country  in  1824  it  was  the 
scene  of  a  grand  ball  given  in  his  honor.^ 

1  Carey  Ludlow  bought  the  property  in  1768  —  a  lot  tifty-two  feet  front  extending  through 
to  Pearl  Street  —  for  which  he  paid  £  1,080.  When  the  war  began,  in  1776,  he  left  with  his 
family  for  England,  remaining  until  1784.  On  his  return  he  lived  in  Front  Street,  erecting 
the  house  of  the  sketch,  and  removing  to  it  in  1792.  It  was  sheltered  by  a  fine  growth  of 
trees,  three  hundred  in  all,  planted  by  his  order  on  State  Street  and  the  Battery.  The  view 
of  the  bay  was  superb  from  the  little  balcony  over  the  front  door.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ludlow  in  1807  the  house  became  the  property  of  his  widow,  and  afterwards  that  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Morton.  Carey  Ludlow  was  the  grandson  of  Gabriel  Ludlow,  who  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Haumer,  D.  D.,  and  came  to  New  York  City  in  1694,  and  who 
was  the  eighth  in  descent  from  William  Ludlow  of  Hill  Deverell,  Wiltshire,  England,  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

The  Ludlows,  who  for  nearly  two  centuries  have  formed  a  sul)stantial  element  of  the 
wealthy  and  influential  population  of  New  York,  descended  from  the  oldest  gentry  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  their  pedigree  is  remarkably  clear  and  distinct.  It  may  be 
traced  on  one  side  without  a  break  to  F-dward  I.  of  England  (in  1272)  and  his  second  wife, 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Phili]>  III.  of  France,  through  their  son  Thomas,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  and 
his  daughter  Margaret  Plantagenet,  who  married  John,  third  Lord  Segrave.  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Lord  and  Lady  Segrave,  married  the  fourth  Lord  Mowbray,  whose  eldest  daugh- 
ter man-ied  the  third  Lord  Delawarr.  The  eldest  daughter  of  the  latter  married  the  thii'd 
Lord  West,  whose  son  was  the  seventh  Lord  Delawarr  ;    his  great-granddaughter  married 


Lord  Windsor,  whose  daughter 
of  Hill  Deverell,  Wiltshire,  the 
William  Ludlow,  before  men- 
Sir  Edmund  Ludlow,  Kt.,  was 
of  Edmund  Ludlow,  the  regi- 
great-grandfather  of  Gabriel, 
in  1694.  —  Burke;  ffaldanesMs. 
Gabriel  Ludlow,  the  first  in 
dren  :  1.  Haumer,  2.  Martha, 
6.  Gabriel,  7.  Frances  S.,  8.  Wil- 
Mary,  12.  Elizabeth,  13.  Thomas. 
Mary  Corbett,  and  their  children 
Sarah  married  Richard  Morris  : 
Gabriel  married  Miss  Williams, 
J.  ( 


Edith  married  George  Ludlow 
fourth  in  the  direct  descent  from 
tioned.  George  Ludlow's  son, 
by  his  first  wife  the  grandfather 
cide,  and  by  his  second  wife,  the 
who  settled  in  New  York  City 
(icn.  Coll. ;  Family  Archives. 
New  York,  had  thirteen  chil- 
3.  Elizabeth,  4.  Henry,  5.  Sarah, 
liam,  9.  Mary,  10.  Haumer,  11. 
(4)  Henry  Ludlow  married 
numbered  thirteen,  of  whom 
I\Iary  married  Peter  Goelet  ; 
whose   daughter   Mary  married 


Ludlow  Arms. 

t,  and  daughter  Ann  married  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston  ;  William  married 
Mary  Gouverneur,  whose  son  William  married  the  daughter  of  Robert  Morris  and  left  ten 
children,  the  eighth  of  whom,  Thomas  W.,  married  Mary  Bettner,  and  their  son,  Thomas 
W.,  married  his  cousin,  Miss  Caniochan  ;  and  Thomas  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
Ludlow,  leaving  a  daughter  and  two  sons. 

(6)  Gabriel,  sixth  child  of  Gabriel  Ludlow  (the  first  in  New  York),  married,  (1)  Frances, 
daughter  of  George  Duncan,  (2)  Elizabeth  Crommelin;  among  his  numerous  children,  Gabriel 
married  Ann,  daughter  of  Gulian  Vcrplanck,  whose  son  Gabriel  V.  married  Elizabeth  Hnntei-, 
aii.l  their  son.  Edward  H.,  a  well-known  citizen  of  the  present  time,  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
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Meanwhile  the  gentle,  unassuming,  and  melancholy  Louis  Philippe 
d'Orleans,  after  wandering  through  Germany,  teaching  geometry  among 
the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  and  suffering  all  manner  of  hardships,  laad, 
through  the  generous  pecuniary  aid  of  Gouverneur  ]\lorris  —  who  placed 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  his  credit  in  London  —  reached  New  York  ; 
and  his  two  brothers,  the  Duke  de  Montpensier  and  the  Count  de 
Beaujolais  soon  joined  him.  Morris  immediately  wrote  to  his  banker  in 
New  York,  giving  the  young  prince  unlimited  credit  while  he  should  re- 
main in  the  L^'nited  States.  This  was  accepted  in  modest  sums  only,  but 
the  whole  amount  of  indebtedness  afterwards  paid  to  Morris  and  his  heirs 
amounted  to  somewhat  over  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  The  three  broth- 
ers traveled  on  horseback  in  1798,  attended  by  a  single  servant,  to  see 
the  interior  of  the  United  States,  but  were  in  New  York  during  the 
winter  following,  and  frequent  guests  of  Hamilton  and  others,  as  well  as 
of  Morris  at  his  home  in  Morrisania  —  after  his  return  from  Europe  in 
December. 

The  Duke  of  Kent,  son  of  George  III.,  and  father  of  Queen  Victoria, 
was  in  New  York  at  the  same  time,  and  the  recipient  of  many  distin- 
guished civilities  from  the  leading  families.  John  Singleton  Copley, 
afterwards  Lord  Lyndhurst,  son  of  the  celebrated  portrait-painter  of  that 
name,  was  also  in  the  city.  He  was  a  native  of  Boston,  but  had  been 
carried  an  infant  to  P^ngland  about  two  years  before  the  war.  He  was 
now  twenty-four,  a  somewhat  tall,  thin,  pale,  blue-eyed  young  man,  of 
quiet  habits,  and  tranquil  and  decidedly  elegant  manners.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  attended  a  dinner  given  by  Louis  Philippe  at  his  modest  lodgings, 
where  one  half  the  guests  were  seated  upon  the  side  of  the  bed  for  want 
of  room  to  place  chairs  elsewhere. 

Among  all  the  Europeans  of  distinction,  however,  who  were  feted  by 

ter  of  Hon.  Edward  P.  Livingston,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Xew  York  ;  (ieorge  D.  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  Thomas  Duncan,  and  became  Cliief  Justice  of  the  Sujierior  Court  of  New 
Brunswick  after  the  Revolution,  and  one  of  his  daugliters  married  Richard  Harrison  ;  and 
Daniel,  a  wealthy  banker  who  owned  a  country-seat  at  Baretto's  Point  on  the  East  River, 
whence  he  drove  to  Wall  Street  four-in-hand  every  day,  whose  \vife  was  Arabella,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Duncan,  and  whose  children  were,  1.  Harriet,  married  George  Wright, 
•2.  Daniel,  3.  Robert,  married  Mary  Peters,  4.  Dr.  Edward  G.,  married  Mary  Lewis  —  grand- 
daughter of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Ludlow  Lewis,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Governor 
Morgan  Lewis  —  and  their  daughter  Susan  M.  married  J.  Kearny  Warner. 

(8)  William,  fourth  son  of  Gabriel  Ludlow  (the  first  in  New  York),  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  George  Duncan  ;  his  children  numbei'ed  twelve,  of  whom  was  Carey  Ludlow,  i)rojector  of 
the  mansion  on  State  Street  as  ilhistrated  in  our  text. 

(13)  Thomas,  the  y6un<^!st  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Gabiiel  Ludlow  (the  first  in  New- 
York),  married  Catharine  L.  Roux,  and  their  daughter  Sarah  married  Abraham  Ogden,  of 
whose  eleven  children,  Catharine  mariied  Ahijah  Hammond,  Gertrude  married  Joshua 
Waclilington,  and  Margaretta  married  David  B.  Ogden. 
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tlie  citizens  of  New  York  in  the  closing  years  of  the  century,  none  re- 
ceived greater  honor  than  Kosciuszko,  the  accomplished  Pole,  who  in  the 
exercise  of  dictatorial  power  recently  conferred  upon  him  by  his  country- 
men rivaled  his  great  American  contem])orary  in  the  vigor  and  integritv 
of  his  conduct.  He  came  fresh  from  the  rigors  of  a  St.  Petersburg  prison 
in  the  autumn  of  1797,  having  proudly  declined  all  testimonials  of  Eussian 
favor  from  the  new  emperor,  who  gave  him  his  freedom  immediately  u|)on 
the  death  of  Catharine.  "  He  seems  astonished  at  the  homage  he  receives, 
and  sees  a  brother  in  every  man  who  is  the  friend  of  liberty,"  wrote  the 
Duke  de  la  Eochefoucauld  Liancourt,  who  had  been  in  America  already 
some  three  years,  and  who  was  in  New  York  at  the  time  of  Kosciuszko's 
arrival,  meeting  the  Pole  first  at  the  house  of  General  Gates.  The  Po- 
lish author,  poet,  and  statesman,  Count  Niemcewicz,  who  had  fought 
with  Kosciuszko,  and  afterwards  shared  his  imprisonment  in  Pussia,  was 
his  companion  on  the  journey  to  this  country. 

The  learning  and  culture  of  the  handsome  Count  Xiemcewicz,  not  less 
than  the  grandeur  of  his  sentiments  and  captivating  manners,  rendered  liim 
a  peculiarly  interesting  personage.  Like  Kosciuszko,  he  was  descended 
from  a  noble  Lithuanian  family,  and  had  been  educated  in  the  military 
academy  of  Warsaw  ;  but  he  strove  rather  to  make  the  leading  ideas  of 
the  liberal  reform  party  popular  by  his  writings  in  prose  and  verse  than 
by  the  sword.  He  was  forty  years  of  age,  two  years  younger  than  Kos- 
ciuszko. It  was  not  long  before  he  had  seen  the  beauty,  intellect,  and  re- 
finement of  the  New  York  social  world,  for  the  dinners  and  entertainments 
of  Governor  Jay,  of  Hamilton,  and  of  many  others  were  of  as  frequent 
occurrence  as  in  the  time  of  Washington's  residence  in  the  city.  And 
his  appreciation  may  be  measured  by  the  fact  that  he  chose  a  wife  there- 
from. The  lady  was  Susan,  daughter  of  Peter  Van  Brugh  and  Mary  Alex- 
ander Livingston,  and  widow  of  John  Kean  —  a  member  of  Congress 
who  died  in  1795  —  the  fir.st  cousin  of  ]\Irs.  Jay  and  of  Lady  Kitty  Duer. 
Mrs.  Kean  had  purchased  "  Liberty  Hall,"  the  beautiful  country-seat  of  her 
uncle,  Governor  Livingston,  and  taken  up  her  residence  there  ;  which 
after  her  marriage  to  Count  Niemcewicz  became  once  more  the  center  of 
attraction  for  scholars,  statesmen,  and  celebrities.^ 

^  See  (Vol.  II.)  p.  81,  for  sketch  of  "  Libert}'  Hall."  The  "mantle  of  proprietorship  rests  at 
present  upon  the  shoulders  of  Colonel  John  Kean,  the  grandson  of  the  Countess  Niemcewicz, 
great-gi-and-nephew  of  Governor  Livingston,  and  brother-in-law  of  Hon.  Hamilton  Fi.sh,  late 
Secretary  of  State." — The  Homes  of  America,  by  Mrs.  MarthaJ.  Lamb,  p.  97.  After  Napoleon's 
invasion  of  Poland  in  1807,  Count  Niemcewicz  returned  to  Warsaw,  and  was  ajipointed  secre- 
tary of  the  senate  ;  with  tlie  annexation  of  his  native  country  to  Russia  he  became  president 
of  the  committee  on  the  new  constitution,  in  the  authorship  of  which  he  took  a  jirominent 
part.     During  the  devolution  of  1830  he  wieMed  great  intluence,  and  in  his  capacity  of  secre- 
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The  yellow  fever  appeared  in  the  city  very  suddenly  in  the  summer  of 
1798,  and  many  were  seized  with  it  before  they  had  heard  of  its 
presence.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  cases  reported  in  the  month  of  '''**■ 
August  proved  fatal.  The  horror  of  the  situation  was  greatly  increased 
hy  the  alarm  of  the  country  people,  who  ceased  bringing  their  produce  to 
market.  The  relief  committee  appealed  through  the  newspapers  for  sup- 
plies of  poultry  and  small  meats,  so  necessary  to  both  sick  and  well,  an 
appeal  which  met  with  a  bounteous  response.  The  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  a  very  brief  tune  m  is  two  thousand  and  eighty-six.  There 
had  been  a  few  cases  m 
1796  and  in  1797,  but  hith- 
erto no  such  dreadful  m ci- 
tation as  this  of  1798.  Bu-^i- 
ness  was  suspended,  and 
schools  and  churches  close(  I 
Washington  Square,  piii- 
chased  for  a  burial-place  1  )y 
the  corporation  in  1796, 1)C- 
came  a  potter's  field  indoetl, 
and  not  only  strangers  and 
common  people  but  man} 
persons  of  note  were  buiied  il 
within  its  limits. 

A  large  body  of  physi- 
cians and  citizens  was  del- 
egated to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  pestilence 
after  the  danger  was  o\ei, 
and  various  propositions 
for  supplying  the  city  with 
wholesome  water  were  dis- 
cussed. The  Bronx  River,  in  Westchester,  was  surveyed  by  an  engineer, 
but  the  corporation  shrunk  from  the  enormous  expense  —  estimated  at 
one  million  of  dollars  —  of  obtaining  water  from  that  source. 

The  electioneering  campaign  had  been  opened  with  great  vigor  in  the 

tary  drew  np  the  resolution  which  expelled  the  Romanoff  family  from  tlie  throne  ol  Poland. 
Among  his  principal  works  his  Historical  Songs  of  the  Poles,  with  historical  sketches  (War- 
saw, 1816)  set  to  music,  attained  immense  popularity  ;  in  Lcb  and  Sarah,  or  Letters  of  Polish 
Jews,  he  ].ictured  tlie  peculiar  moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  Jews  of  Poland  ;  his  his- 
tory of  the  Eeign  of  Sigismund  III.,  his  brilliant  historical  novel,  John  of  Tenczyn,  and  his 
fables  and  tales  in  the  style  of  La  Fontaine  are  all  admirable  ;  but  his  eulogy  on  Kosciuszko 
has  generally  been  esteemed  his  masterpiece. 


Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

(Born  1764,  died  1839.) 
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spring  of  this  year,  and  John  Jay  was  in  the  end  re-elected  governor  of  the 
State  by  a  triumphant  majority  over  Chancellor  Livingston.     The 

'  '  Republicans  made  no  nomination  for  lieutenant-governor,  generally 
concurring  in  the  support  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  who  was  personally 
popular  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  His  career  was  but  just  unfolding,  as 
it  were,  and  we  shall  find  him  in  subsequent  years  engaged  in  all  manner 
of  enterprises  and  labors  for  the  promotion  of  education  and  science,  and 
the  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  State.^ 

The  State  officers,  in  addition  to  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
were  Lewis  A.  Scott,  secretary,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  attorney -general, 
Gerard  Bancker,  treasurer,  Samuel  Jones,  comptroller,  Simeon  De  Witt, 
surveyor-general,  David  S.  Jones,  private  secretary  to  the  governor, 
Jasper  Hopper,  deputy-secretary  of  the  State,  and  Robert  Hunter,  com- 
missioner of  military  stores.  The  council  of  appointment  in  1798  con- 
sisted of  Governor  Jay,  ex-ofiicio,  Thomas  Morris,  Leonard  Gansevoort, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  and  Andrew  Onderdonk. 

The  year  which  succeeded  the  election  was  one  of  unsurpassed  political 
excitement  in  the  United  States  ;  but  in  no  State  was  party  heat  more 
intense  than  in  New  York.  All  the  old  animosities  generated  in  1788 
burst  from  their  smothered  confinement  into  a  flame.  Dispatches  coming 
from  the  American  envoys  in  France,  Pinckney,  Marshall,  and  Gerry, 
announcing  the  total  failure  of  their  mission  of  peace,  startled  the  whole 
country ;  they  had  been  informed  both  privately  and  officially  that  nego- 
tiations must  remain  in  abeyance  until  money  was  paid  into  the  French 
treasury  by  the  Americans.     Talleyrand  wanted  some  %  250,000  for  his 

1  Steithen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon  and  lieutenant-govenior,  born  1764,  died  1839,  was 
a  soldier,  a  patriot,  a  philanthropist  and  a  Christian,  a  man  greatly  respected  and  beloved 
by  his  contemporaries.  He  was  the  fifth  in  lineal  descent  from  the  original  patroon,  and 
founder  of  Rensselaerswick.  (See  Vol.  I.  49,  61,  62,  205.)  His  father  was  Stephen  Van 
Ren.sselaer,  who  died  in  1 769,  and  his  mother  was  Catharine,  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston, 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  (see  Vol.  I.  598,  758),  who  married  for  her  second 
husband  the  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo  of  Albany.  Thus  Lieutenant-Governor  Van  Rensselaer 
was  the  cousin  of  Mrs.  Jay,  as  well  as  the  brother-in-law  of  Mrs.  Hamilton.  He  married  (1) 
Margaret,  daughter  of  General  Philip  Schuyler,  who  had  one  son,  Stephen,  proprietor  of  the 
manorial  estate,  married  Harriet  E.  Bayard  ;  (2)  Cornelia  Patterson,  whose  children  were, 
William  P.,  married  (1)  Eliza  P.  Rogers,  (2)  Sarah  Rogers ;  Phili]),  married  Mary  Tallmadge  ; 
Catharine,  married  Gouverneur  Morris  Wilkins  ;  Rev.  Cortlandt,  married  Catharine  Ledyard 
Cogswell  ;  Henry,  married  Mary  Ray  King  ;  Alexander  ;  Westerlo  ;  Cornelia  P.,  married  Mr. 
Turnbull  ;  Euphemia  White,  married  John  Church  Cruger. 

Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  only  brother  of  the  patroon,  born  1766,  for  many  years  mayor  of 
Albany,  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt.  Elizabeth, 
only  sister  of  the  patroon,  born  1768,  marrieil,  John  Bradstreet  Schuyler,  the  grandfathei'  of 
Mr.  John  Schuyler  of  New  York  City  ;  (2)  John  Bleecker,  whose  only  daughter  married 
Cornelius  Van  Rensselaer. 
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private  disposal;  and  the  Directory  would  listen  to  propositions  only 
after  $13,000,000,  or  thereabouts,  had  been  loaned  or  donated!  Talley- 
rand intimated  that  the  penalty  of  refusal  would  be  war.  "  War  be 
it,  then  ! "  exclaimed  Pinckney.  "  Millions  for  defense,  sir,  but  not  a  cent 
for  tribute ! " 

Vigorous  measures  were  at  once  adopted  by  Congress  for  the  raising  of 
an  army.  President  Adams  appointed  Washington  conunander-in-chief 
who  accepted  and  made  Hamilton  his  second  in  command. 

To  check  an  abuse  of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  also 
to  put  a  stop  to  interference  from  foreign  powers  in  the  internal  regula- 
tions and  policy  of  America,  Congress  during  this  session  passed  several 
acts  which  caused  the  administration  of  Adams  to  be  stigmatized  in  the 
severest  terms.  The  country  swarmed  with  French  spies  and  alien 
iugitives  from  justice,  who  aided  by  ambitious  politicians,  were  employed 
in  reviling  the  authorities  and  stirring  up  strife.  In  the  event  of  a  war 
the  mischief  would  be  appalling.  The  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  were 
projected  as  a  system  of  defense,  and  even  before  their  passage  revealed 
their  worth  through  the  flight  of  some  of  the  most  notorious  disturbers 
of  the  peace.     But  they  soon  became  excessively  unpopular. 

The  joy  was  great  in  America  at  hearing  of  the  release  of  Lafayette 
from  the  Austrian  dungeon  in  which  he  had  been  so  long  confined.  Con- 
gress had  already  appropriated  to  the  pecuniary  relief  of  his  family  the 
full  amount  of  his  pay  as  a  major-general  in  the  American  service.  But 
pleasurable  emotions  of  any  character  were  of  short  duration  while  war, 
witli  all  its  complications  and  horrors,  seemed  ai)proaching  with  such 
appalling  certainty.  Governor  Jay  convened  a  special  session  of  the  legis- 
lature in  the  month  of  August,  at  Albany,  to  take  measures  for  fortifying  the 
harbor  of  New  York  ;  $  1,200,000  was  appropriated,  the  sum  to  go  towards 
liquidating  the  Revolutionary  balance  due  from  the  State  to  the  general 
government  —  according  to  the  offer  of  Congress  —  and  a  further  sum  was 
voted  for  the  purchase  of  arms. 

The  sentiment  of  the  country  concerning  war  was  variable.  It  miglit 
bring  about  an  intimate  alliance  witli  Great  Britain  wdiich  was  exceed- 
ingly distasteful  to  e\-en  the  great  mass  of  the  Federalists.  Some  be- 
lieved that  tlie  British  government  would  be  overthrown  within  two  years. 
Others  ridiculed  such  an  idea.  Thr  Aurora  and  other  organs  of  the 
Pepublicans  boldly  declared  it  better  to  pay  tlie  money  demanded  by 
France  than  to  run  the  risk  of  war.  Why  not  purchase  peace  of  the 
French  nation  as  well  as  that  of  the  Indians  and  Algerines  ?  But  the 
impulse  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  America  was  overwhelming.  Petitions 
against  any  hostile  preparations  were  followed  by  addresses  to  the  Presi- 
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dent  from  all  parts  of  the  country  in  support  of  liis  policy.  Vice-Presi- 
dent Jefferson  as  })resident  of  the  Senate  became  seriously  alarmed,  and 
wrote  to  Madison  that  several  of  the  prominent  Republican  senatoi-s  had 
"  gone  over  to  the  war-hawks." 

A  subscription  was  opened  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  Union  to  raise 
means  for  building  and  equipping  additional  ships  of  war.  Even  in  the 
then  infant  city  of  Cincinnati  a  sum  was  subscribed  towards  a  galley  for 
the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 

Unable  to  make  an}'  effectual  combined  resistance  to  these  measures 
for  defense,  the  baftled  and  astounded  leaders  of  the  Opposition  each 
did  what  he  could  after  his  own  fashion.  Albert  Gallatin's  strong  point 
was  the  dependence  of  the  revenue  on  commerce.  A  war  would  dry  up 
that  resource.  Edward  Livingston  adopted  the  policy  of  voting  for  the 
highest  sums  proposed  for  whatever  military  objects,  hoping  to  frighten 
the  people  by  the  expense.  Such  was  the  warmth  of  party  feeling 
that  violent  personal  assaults  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  Edward 
Livingston  had  been  re-elected  to  Congress  in  the  spring  by  a  majority 
nearly  as  large  as  that  which  placed  John  Jay  for  the  second  time  in  the 
governor's  chair.  Shortly  afterward  the  yoimg  men  of  New  York  met 
to  concert  an  address  of  approbation  to  President  Adams.  In  The  Argus, 
edited  by  Greenleaf,  appeared  the  next  day  a  paragraph  ridiculing 
the  meeting.  The  assemblage  was  styled  the  "  Youth  of  the  City," 
and  the  writer  went  on  to  say :  "  Colonel  Nicliolas  Fish,  a  stripling  of 
about  forty-eight  years,  was  made  chairman,  and,  notwithstanding  his 
green  years,  is  said  to  have  acquitted  himself  with  all  the  judgment 
which  might  have  been  expected  from  a  man  full  grown.  We  also  hear 
that  master  Jemmy  Jones,  another  boy  not  quite  sixty,  graced  the  assem- 
bly with  his  presence ;  what  pleasure  it  must  afford  to  the  sincere  friends 
of  America  to  observe  the  rising  generation  thus  early  zealous  in  its 
country's  cause  ! ! !  " 

Mr.  James  Jones,  the  object  of  this  satire,  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting,  and  in  great  indignation  called  upon  the  printer  and  exacted 
from  him  a  disclosure  of  the  name  of  the  author.  It  proved  to  be  Judge 
Brockholst  Livingston,  the  brother  of  jNIrs.  Jay.  During  the  same  after- 
noon Mr.  Jones,  while  walking  on  the  Battery  with  Mr.  Henderson,  met 
Judge  Livingston  promenading  with  his  wife  and  others,  and  asked  to 
speak  with  him  aside.  Livingston  immediately  complied  with  the  re- 
quest, and  Jones  inquired  if  lie  wrote  the  offensive  paragraph.  Livings- 
ton said  that  he  did  write  the  paragraph,  but  meant  no  harm,  nor  should 
he  be  offended  if  any  one  took  the  like  liberty  with  him.  A  few  more 
words  passed,  when  Jones  attempted  to  seize  Mr.  Livingston  by  the  nose. 
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and  gave  him  several  strokes  \\\W\  his  caue.  Mr.  Henderson  interfered, 
and  prevented  further  \i()lenee.  But  a  challenge  followed,  and  a  duel, 
in  which  Mr.  Jones  was  killed.  It  was  an  event  \Ahich  produced  great 
excitement  at  the  time,  and  one  which  left  on  Judge  Livingston's  mind  a 
gloom  from  which  he  never  recovered,  although  afterward  rewarded  for 
His  Y)arty  services  by  high  political  preferment. 

Edward  Livingston  achieved  national  fame  by  the  conspicuous  elo- 
cpieuce  and  vigor  of  his  opposition  to  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws.  His 
speech  on  the  2Lst  of  June  was  i)rinted  upon  satin,  and  reached  all 
classes,  producing  a  thrilling  effect.  Hamilton  himself  no  sooner  saw 
the  Sedition  lUll  in  print  than  he  wrote  a  letter  of  admonition  and  criti- 
cism. He  thought  it  e.vceedingly  exceptionable,  and  feared  it  might  pro- 
duce civil  war.  "  Let  us  not  establish  tyranny,"  he  said.  "  Energy  is  a 
very  different  thing  from  violence." 

The  precautions  deemed  necessary  against  French  invasion  and  a 
slave  insurrection  excited  angry  opposition.  Appropriations  were  made, 
but  the  minority  denied  any  danger  whatever  from  invasion,  and  ridi- 
culed as  visionary  the  idea  of  an  insurrection,  complaining  loudly  at 
the  same  time  of  the  vast  discretion  given  the  President.  The  news- 
papers attacked  the  government,  statesmen,  citizens,  and  each  other  in  a 
style  of  vulgar  ferocity.  The  epithets  of  rogue,  liar,  scoundrel,  and  villain 
were  bandied  about  between  the  editors  without  the  least  ceremony. 
Although  the  power  and  intlueuce  of  the  press  as  a  whole,  and  its  impor- 
tance as  a  political  agent,  has  materially  increased  since  that  period,  yet 
the  effect  which  any  indi^idual  journal  can  produce  has  very  greatly 
diminished.  A  newspaper  then  penetrated  to  localities  where  no  other 
jwinted  sheet,  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  ever  appeared.  Thus  its  false- 
hoods and  its  calumnies  were  uncontradicted,  and  ja'oduced  the  effect  of 
sober  truth.  At  present  the  mischief  that  can  be  done  by  misrepresenta- 
tion is  comparatively  limited,  since  detection  and  exposure  are  always 
liovering  in  its  wake.  New  York  sustained  the  ablest  daily  Federal  paper 
in  the  country,  first  issued  on  the  9th  of  December,  1793,  and  called  The 
Minerva,  its  editor  being  the  distinguished  lexicographer,  Noah  Webster. 
With  it  was  connected  The  Herald,  a  semi- weekly  paper,  made  up  with- 
out recomposition  for  country  circulation,  the  first  of  that  character,  of 
which  now  nearly  every  daily  has  its  weekly  or  semi-weekly  edition  pre- 
pared in  the  same  way.  The  name  of  the  paper  was  shortly  changed 
from  Minerra  to  Commercial  Advertiser,  which  it  still  bears,  and  the 
semi-weekly  edition  was  called  The  New  York  Spectator  instead  of 
Herald. 

Noali  We])-^ter  was  forty  years  of  age  in  1798,  tall,  slender,  graceful. 
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witli  keeu  gray  eyes  and  sliarply  cut  features,  and  was  remarkable  for  his 
erect  walk  and  perfection  of  neatness  in  dress.  He  was  never  seen  on 
the  street  without  a  broad  hat  and  a  long  cue.  The  first  publishers  of 
Tlte  Commercial  Advertiser  were  Geoi'ge  Bunce  and  Co. 

The  news  of  the  capture  of  Bonaparte's  fleet  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile 
was  received  in  New  York  with  open  joy  on  the  part  of  the  Federalists, 
and  with  ill-concealed  vexation  by  the  Opposition.  It  was  the  first 
English  victory  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  which  had  been  thus  welcomed. 
Some  one  remarked,  in  the  presence  of  Greenleaf,  with  surprise  upon  the 
quick  voyage  of  an  English  vessel  just  arrived  in  tlie  harbor.  "  It  is  not 
at  all  surprising,  sir,"  was  the  sharp  retort.  "  This  country  has  been 
drawing  nearer  to  Great  Britain  ever  since  the  treaty  was  ratified,  and 
of  course  vessels  will  have  shorter  passages." 

Meanwhile  Aai'on  lUirr  had  been  maturing  plans  to  extricate  New  York 
from  the  hands  of  Hamilton  and  the  Federalists.  His  first  step  was  to  secure 
his  own  election  to  the  Assembly.  He  took  great  care  in  all  his  movements 
to  shape  trifling  matters  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  certain  results  upon 
the  minds  of  men  whose  partisan  feelings  were  weak  and  easily  influenced. 
He  would  go  to  some  country  member  who  was  panting  with  desire  per- 
haps to  hear  his  own  voice  in  the  Chamber,  or  to  show  his  constituents 
his  name  in  the  newspaper,  and  ask  him  to  introduce  a  resolution,  or  do 
some  other  formal  business  that  would  flatter  liis  sense  of  personal  con- 
sequence. He  knew  the  political  importance  of  every  man  from  the 
recently  organized  western  counties,  and  was  assiduous  in  his  polite 
attentions  to  them.  For  a  while  he  was  extremely  anxious  that  the 
presidential  electors  should  be  chosen  directly  by  the  people,  as  he  sup- 
posed the  State  could  Ije  more  easily  revolutionized  in  that  way. 

In  the  city  there  were  only  two  banks,  and  these  were  under  the  man- 
agement and  contiol  of  the  Federalists.  One  was  a  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  the  other  the  Bank  of  New  York.  Both  were  to  a  consider- 
able degree  the  creation  of  Hamilton,  and  both  were  charged  with  being 
influenced  in  their  discounts  by  political  considerations.  Burr  deter- 
mined to  found  a  bank  which  should  equally  accommodate  the  Opposi- 
tion. But  a  chronic  prejudice  in  the  public  mind  against  banks  made  the 
enterprise  difficult  to  accomplish.  Taking  advantage  of  the  investigations 
regarding  the  cause  of  the  terrible  ravages  of  yellow  fever  in  the  city,  and 
of  the  impression  that  the  brackish  wells  contributed  largely  to  the  spread 
of  the  pestilence,  Burr  adroitly  organized  a  company  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  supplying  the  city  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  but  which 
was  to  use  and  exercise  all  the  privileges  of  a  bank.  In  applying  to  the 
legislature  for  a  charter,  authority  was   asked  to  raise  two  millions   ol 
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dollars,  altliuugh  it  was  uueertaiii  how  much  money  was  needed.  And  as 
the  amount  named  might  possibly  he  too  much,  the  projectors  proposed  to 
insert  in  the  cliarter  a  provision  that  "the  surplus  capital  might  be  em- 
ployed in  an}-  way  not  inconsistent  w'ith  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  State  of  New  York."  While  under  discussion  it 
was  ])roi)Osed  in  the  Senate  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  this  clause.  Burr 
promptly  e.^plained  that  it  was  intended  the  directors  should  have  liberty 
to  found  an  Kast  India  Company,  a  bank,  or  anything  else  they  deemed 
[)rofitable,  since  merely  supplying  a  city  of  fifty  thousand  inhabitants 
with  water  would  not  of  itself  remunerate  the  stockholders.  But  the 
reference  to  an  East  India  Company  or  a  bank  being  generally  regarded  as 
chimerical  or  visionary,  little  notice  M'as  taken  of  it.  None  except  those 
in  tlie  secret  suspected  that  the  name  "  Manhattan  Company "  meant 
Manhattan  Bank,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  members  who  voted  for 
the  bill  never  even  so  much  as  read  it.  When  referred  to  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State,  its  rejection  was  recommended  because  of  the  un- 
limited powers  conferred  by  the  surplus  clause.  These  objections  were, 
however,  overruled,  and  Governor  Jay  signed  the  bill.  The  Republicans 
lauded  Burr  for  his  consummate  address  and  success  ;  but  the  effects 
injured  the  party,  for  a  great  clamor  arose,  the  dexterous  manceuver  l»y 
which  one  object  had  Ijeen  secured  under  cover  of  another  was 
<lenounced  in  pamphlets  and  by  the  newspapers  far  and  wide,  and 
Burr  lost  his  election  to  the  Assembly  in  1799  by  an  ominous  majority  ; 
the  ticket  headed  by  his  name  was  totally  defeated.  The  bank,  however, 
was  immediately  established,  and  became  an  institution  of  the  first  impor- 
tance. It  does  not  aytpear  that  even  a  show  was  ever  made  of  bringing 
the  water  into  the  city. 

The  amount  of  personal  insult  and  abuse  which  members  of  opposing 
parties  heaped  upon  each  other  during  the  two  last  years  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  John  Adams  is  not  easily  conveyed  to  the  readers'  comprehen- 
sion by  language.  Jefferson  wrote,  "  Men  who  have  been  intimate  all 
their  lives  cross  the  street  to  avoid  meeting."  Again,  he  said,  "  All  the 
passions  are  boiling  over,  and  one  who  keeps  himself  cool  and  clear  of  the 
contagion  is  so  far  below  the  point  of  ordinary  conversation  that  he 
finds  himself  insulated  in  every  society."  It  was  the  era  of  bad  feeling, 
and  no  one  came  out  of  the  storm  quite  unscathed.  "  I  do  declare  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  live  in  those  good  old  days,  when  a  Federalist  could  knock 
a  Ptepublican  down  in  the  streets  and  not  be  questioned  about  it,"  said  a 
New  York  gentleman,  then  in  C'ongress,  to  one  of  the  prominent  politi- 
cians of  the  present  day  while  in  his  boyhood. 

The  following  ludicrous    incident,  related  by  an  eye-witness,  forcibly 
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illustrates  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  times.  At  one  of  the  public  meet- 
ings of  politicians  a  respectable  Republican,  who  was  a  tailor  by  trade, 
came  before  the  audience,  announcing  his  intention  to  make  "  a  bit  of  a 
speech."  Thei'eupon  a  famous  Federal  orator  sprang  to  his  feet,  exclaiming, 
"  The  speaker  is  a  tailor,  and  a  tailor,  as  we  know,  is  the  ninth  part  of  a 
man.  Now,  if  the  ninth  part  of  a  man  makes  '  a  bit  of  a  speech,'  I  put  it 
to  you  all,  gentlemen,  to  say  how  much  of  a  speech  will  that  be  which 
is  but  a  bit  of  the  ninth  part  of  a  man  ! " 

During  the  summer  of  1799  Burr  was  scandalized  l)y  a  rumor,  that  for 
Legislative  services  rendered  the  Holland  Land  Company  had  can- 


celled a  bond  against  him  for  twenty  thousand  dollars. 


John  W 

Cliurch  had  spoken  with  .so  much  freedom  about  the  matter  that  Bifrr 
challenged  him  to  mortal  combat.  They  met  at  Hoboken.  Abijah 
Hannnond  attended  Church,  and  Judge  Burke,  of  South  Carolina,  at- 
tended Burr.  A  laughable  incident  varied  the  routine  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  furnished  New  York  with  a  joke  and  a  byword  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  When  Burr,  before  leaving  home,  handed  the  judge  his  pistol- 
case,  he  explained  that  the  balls  were  cast  intentionally  too  small,  and 
that  chamois  leather  cut,  to  the  proper  size,  must  be  greased  and  put 
round  them  to  make  them  lit.  Leather  and  grease  were  within  the  case. 
After  the  principals  had  taken  their  stand,  the  judge  tried  to  hammer  in 
the  ramrod  with  a  stone,  which  lUirr,  observing,  drew  the  rann-od  as  soon 
as  the  pistol  was  placed  in  his  hand  and  told  the  judge  the  ball  Mas  not 
home.  "  I  know  it,"  was  the  quick  reply  of  the  judge,  "  I  forgot  to 
grease  the  leather  ;  but  don't  keep  your  man  waiting  — just  take  a  crack 
at  him  as  it  is,  and  I  '11  grease  the  next."  Burr  bowed  graciously,  and 
shots  were  exchanged  without  eti'ect.  Church  made  the  requisite  apology, 
and  the  parties  returned  to  the  city  in  the  highest  good-humor. 

The  scenes  of  a  man's  life  are  as  requisite  to  an  adequate  view  of  his 
character  as  the  frame  of  a  picture  and  the  proper  distance  and  light 
whereby  to  examine  it.  Thus  the  reader  who  seeks  correct  intellectual 
and  moral  portraiture  must  become  familiar  with  the  place  where  and 
the  people  among  whom  a  life  drama  has  been  enacted.  It  was  a  jiecul- 
iar  age.  A  new  power  was  on  trial.  Political  society  was  in  the  crude  pro- 
cess of  formation.  And  the  career  of  the  architect  and  organizer  of  this 
new  power  looms  above  the  details  of  feud  and  controversy  with  all  the 
charms  of  romance.  Hamilton's  acts  had  already  gone  dee])ly  into  the  life 
of  the  nation,  and  as  the  leader  of  the  dominant  party,  and  confidential 
adviser  of  the  Cabinet,  he  was  playing  a  great  part  in  national  affairs. 
President  Adams  declared  that  while  he  was  the  nominal  head  of  tlie  na- 
tion,''Hamilton  was  commander-in-chief  of  the  Senate,  of  the  Hous^e  of 
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Hepi-esentatives,  of  the  heads  of  (lepartinents,  of  ( reneral  Washington,  and 
last,  and  least,  if  you  will,  of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

But  Hamilton  had  a  rival  in  political  consecj^uence,  of  matchless  au- 
dacity and  unconquerable  persistence,  who  was  to  teach  the  Opposition  how 
to  conquer.  The  rise  of  Aaron  Burr  to  eminence  in  the  political  arena 
was  more  rapid  than  that  of  any  other  man  who  has  played  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  United  States.  Over  the  heads  of  influential 
men  and  able  politicians  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  leading  families 
liad  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  monopolized  the  offices  of  honor  and 
emolument,  Burr  was  advanced  from  a  private  station  to  the  highest 
place  at  the  bar,  to  a  seat  in  the  national  councils,  and,  even,  within  four 
years,  to  a  competition  with  "Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson,  and  George 
Clinton  for  the  presidency  itself.  The  world  wondered,  for  all  this 
hapj)ened  without  his  having  originated  any  political  idea  or  measure. 
President  Adams  attributed  it  to  the  prestige  of  Burr's  father's  and 
grandfather's  name,  Hamilton  to  his  wire-pulling,  others  to  his  military 
reputation,  and  some  to  good  luck.  Burr's  own  circle  of  friends  regarded 
his  elevation  as  the  legitimate  result  of  superiority  in  knowledge,  culture, 
and  talents.  In  his  law-practice,  he  is  said  never  to  have  lost  a  case 
which  he  personally  conducted.  His  tact  was  marvelous.  In  speaking, 
he  was  never  diffuse.  His  language  was  that  of  a  well-bred  and  thoroughly 
informed  man  of  the  world,  clear,  concise,  and  precise,  and  his  style  that 
of  conversation  rather  than  oratory.  Thus  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
report  his  speeches.  When  arrayed  against  each  other,  Hamilton  would 
exhaust  a  case,  giving  ample  statement  to  every  point,  anticipating  every 
objection,  saying  everything  that  could  be  fairly  said  in  the  fullest  man- 
ner, often  speaking  for  two  or  three  hours  with  court  and  jury  fasci- 
nated by  his  lofty  eloquence.  In  replying.  Burr  would  choose  two  or 
three  vulnerable  yet  vital  points,  and  quietly  demolish  them,  leaving 
every  other  part  of  his  antagonist's  argument  untouched ;  thus  he  some- 
times neutralized  the  effect  of  one  of  Hamilton's  brilliant  orations  in  a 
twenty  minutes'  sj)eech,  always  observing  strictly  the  proper  courtesies  of 
the  bar,  with  complaisant  air,  and  singular  composure  and  courtliness  of 
bearing. 

Both  Hamilton  and  Burr  were  more  or  less  the  subjects  of  local  influ- 
ences, and  their  habits  and  peculiarities  were  colored  by  their  surround- 
ings. It  is  well  known  that  the  law  of  the  pistol  was  then  in  full  force, 
and  that  duels  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  Hamilton  had  been  bred,  if 
not  born,  in  New  York,  and  connected  as  he  was  by  marriage  with  families 
thoroughly  identified  with  her  foundation  and  development,  he  had  natu- 
rally imbibed  all  the  feudal  proclivities  and  prejudices  which  had  been 
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handed  along  from  generation  to  generation.  In  private  interest  and 
public  spirit  he  was  essentially  a  New-Yorker.  And  the  elements  of 
which  New  York  was  composed,  acting  upon  his  peculiar  temperament 
and  powers,  helped  to  make  him  what  he  Avas  to  the  national  government. 
Nor  should  New  York  forget  how  largely  his  breadth  of  A'ision  and  crea- 
tive talent  contributed  to  the  growth,  multiplication,  and  prosperity  of 
her  educational  institutions.  His  success  at  the  New  Y'ork  bar  at  a  time 
when  all  legal  problems  were  more  ditlicult  of  solution  than  ever  be- 
fore or  since  won  universal  and  deserved  renown.  On  the  retirement 
of  Jay,  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  was  offered  him, 
which  he  declined  on  the  ground  that  his  "  ambition  and  duty  lay  else- 
where in  the  public  service."  He  was  a  conscientious  believer  in  the 
system  of  government  he  had  helped  to  found,  was  indifferent  to  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  and  his  thoughts  and  acts  were  constantly 
directed  to  intricate  questions  and  interests  of  vast  magnitude.  Talley- 
rand said  that  he  had  known  nearly  all  the  marked  men  of  liis  time,  but 
had  never  known  one,  on  the  whole,  equal  to  Hamilton. 

The  death  of  Washington  on  the  14th  of  Decenil)er,  1799,  threw  the 
whole  nation  into  the  deepest  mourning.  Public  testimonials  of 
grief  and  reverence  were  disj)layed  on  every  hand.  The  vestry  of 
Trinity  Church  assembled  at  the  house  of  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop 
Provost,  to  give  expression  to  sorrow,  and  the  record,  entered  alone  on  the 
broad  page  of  a  large  folio  and  surrounded  by  a  black  border,  reads  as 
follows:  "Ordered,  that  in  consideration  of  the  death  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant George  Washington,  the  several  chiu'ches  bt!k)nging  to  this  cor- 
poration be  put  in  mourning." 

These  sentiments  of  sorrow  were  by  no  means  confined  to  the  United 
States.  When  the  news  reached  England,  Lord  Bridport,  commanding  a 
fleet  of  sixty  ships  of  the  line,  lying  at  Torbay,  lowered  his  Hag  half  mast, 
every  vessel  following  his  example.  Bonaparte  announced  AVashington's 
death  to  the  French  army,  ordering  black  crape  suspended  from  all  the 
standards  and  flags  throughout  the  public  service  for  ten  days. 

The  mourning  in  America  was  universal.  It  was  manifested  by  every 
token  which  could  indicate  public  sentiment  and  feeling.  Eulogy  ex- 
hausted the  resources  of  language.  The  "  Grand  Council  "  of  the  nation, 
orators,  divines,  journalists,  and  writers  of  every  class  employed  their 
talents  in  honoring  his  memory.  "  Silence  would  best  become  our  grief," 
spoke  an  eloquent  senator  to  a  tearful  audience,  "  but  it  would  not  be- 
come our  love.  As  our  love  is  even  greater  than  our  grief,  we  must  speak. 
We  must  express  our  gratitude,  we  must  show  our  admiration.  It  is  the 
<-onsolation  left  us  to  ])roclaim  to  a  listening  world  his  deeds  of  matchless 
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merit When  there  was  danger,  he  was  the  first  to  meet  it,  when 

hibor,  the  first  to  share  it,  when  distress,  the  first  to  feel  it,  when  merit, 

tlie  first  to  praise  it,  and  when  service,  the  first  to  perform  it Had 

lie  been  a  Caesar,  his  army  would  have  made  him  an  emperor.  But 
being  Washington,  he  brought  that  army  to  respect  the  civil  authority, 
and  to  obey  the  laws  of  its  country." 

And  not  only  the  land  of  his  birth  but  the  whole  civilized  world  paid 
respectful  tribute  to  the  greatness  of  the  man,  who,  more  than  any  other 
in  ancient  or  modern  history,  is  entitled  to  the  affectionate  appellation  of 

THE  FATHER  OF  HIS  COUNTRY. 

The  present  century  opened  inauspiciously.  At  no  period  of  Washing- 
ton's long  and  useful  life  could  his  loss  have  been  a  greater  pub- 
lic affliction.  His  death  hushed  for  a  moment  even  the  violence 
of  the  political  whirlwind,  but  the  Federalists  felt  that  in  that  pause  the 
sheet-anchor  of  the  ship  of  State  had  parted  its  fastenings.  Clear- 
sighted politicians  Knew  too  well  how  much  depended  upon  the  influence 
of  a  single  name  and  on  the  popularity  of  a  single  individual.  President 
Adams  was  not  in  harmony  with  his  cabinet  or  his  party.  His  feeling 
towards  Hamilton  was  revealed  by  his  neglect  to  appoint  him  to  the 
command  of  the  army  in  place  of  the  deceased  chief ;  and  Hamilton  was 
resolved  to  prevent  the  re-election  of  Adams  to  the  Presidential  chair. 
The  period  long  hoped  for  by  the  Opposition  had  arrived.  The  disagree- 
ments between  the  President  and  a  large  division  of  the  Federalists 
widened  into  an  irreparable  breach. 

Adams  had  appointed  envoys  a  few  months  before  to  discuss  and  settle 
all  controversies  between  the  French  government  and  this  country,  the 
Directory  having  made  a  fresh  proposal  of  negotiation.  Oliver  Ells- 
worth, the  foremost  man  in  Connecticut,  who  had  succeeded  Jay  as 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States  in  1796,  Patrick  Henry,  late  governor 
of  Virginia,  and  William  V.  Murray,  minister  to  the  Hague,  were  the 
chosen  diplomatists.  Three  of  the  cabinet  ministers  objected  to  the 
mission  on  the  ground  tliat  the  French  were  insincere,  and  that  the  lionor 
of  America  would  not  allow  any  further  advances  on  our  part,  at  least 
while  the  piratical  French  decrees  against  American  commerce  remained 
luiiepealed  —  objections  in  which  Hamilton  and  a  large  number  of  the 
Federalists  concurred.  The  President  acted  in  this  connection  without 
consulting  his  cabinet  ministers,  knowing  their  sentiments.  The  three 
gentlemen  were  deeply  offended.  Presently  Adams  had  reason  to  believe, 
or  imagined,  that  they  were  disposed  to  clog  all  his  measures  which  did 
not  meet  their  approval,  and  removed  two  of  them,  Secretary  IMcHenry 
and  Secretary  Pickering,  from  tlieir  offices. 
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The  envoys  to  France  found  the  government  in  new  hands.^  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  as  first  consul  of  the  republic,  was  energetically  engaged  in  try- 
ing to  establish  order.  He  was  disposed  to  negotiate,  and  before  the  end 
of  September  differences  had  been  adjusted  between  the  two  nations  and 
a  treaty  signed.^  It  seemed  at  this  juncture  as  if  a  universal  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  about  to  mark  the  history  of  Europe. 

The  wisdom  of  the  mission  was  thereby  justified ;  for  had  negotiation 
been  unprovided  for,  the  speedy  European  peace  that  followed  would  have 
left  America  to  fight  alone;  or,  that  being  out  of  the  question,  as  it 
would  have  been,  to  accept  such  terms  as  France  might  choose  to  dictate. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  j)olicy  of  Adams,  his  determination 
to  exercise  his  own  judgment  and  boldly  risk  his  personal  popularity  to 
secure  to  his  country  an  honorable  peace,  made  one  thing  evident.  He 
could  not  be  depended  upon  as  the  instrument  of  a  party.  Long  before 
the  results  of  the  mission  to  France  were  known,  the  bitter  feud  between 
the  Federal  leaders  rendered  it  certain  that  Adams  could  not  be  re- 
elected to  the  Presidential  chair. 

Hamilton  was  acutely  indignant  upon  learning  that  the  President  had 
freely  mentioned  him  by  name  as  acting  under  British  influence.  He  sub- 
sequently wrote  and  privately  circulated  a  pamphlet  to  portray  the  unfit- 
ness of  Adams  for  the  administration  of  the  government.  Wolcott  and  the 
two  ex-secretaries,  confident  in  their  own  wisdom  and  integrity,  matured 
a  plan  in  connection  with  Hamilton  for  quietly  displacing  Adams  without 
seeming  to  make  an  open  attack  upon  him.  In  this  they  were  aided  by 
the  method  in  vogue  of  voting  for  two  candidates  without  distinction  as  to 
the  office  for  which  they  were  intended.  They  resolved  to  bring  forward 
the  two  names  of  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney  and  John  Adams,  and 
then  find  means  to  secure  Pinckney  the  larger  vote. 

Tlie  Eepublicans  took  immediate  advantage  of  the  situation.  By  a 
current  calculation  the  result  of  the  Presidential  election  was  made  to 
rest  upon  the  vote  of  New  York  alone,  and  even  upon  the  members  of 
Assembly  to  be  chosen  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  the  spring  election,, 
as  the  Presidential  electors  were  chosen  by  the  legislature  in  joint  ballot. 
Aaron  Burr  was  not  himself  a  city  candidate,  which  circumstance  pre- 
vented the  Manhattan  Bank  question  from  prejudicing  the  election,  but 
was  shrewdly  nominated  and  elected  from  the  county  of  Orange.  With 
matchless  foresight  he  drafted  an  imposing  catalogue  of  names  for  the 

1  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  chosen  first  consul  of  the  republic  December  13,  1799,  from 
wliieh  time  his  line  of  policy  distinctly  unfolded  itself. 

2  The  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  was  signed  September  30,  1800.  It 
was  ratified  by  President  Adams,  February  18,  1801,  and  by  Bonaparte,  July  31,  1801. 
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city  ticket,  and  then  applied  himself  resolutely  to  the  task  of  inducing 
the  gentlemen  to  permit  their  names  to  be  used.  As  jealousies  existed 
between  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons,  he  adroitly  placed  ex-Governor 
( reorge  Clinton  at  the  head  of  the  list.  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston  second, 
and  General  Horatio  Gates,  whose  enmity  to  Schuyler  and  Hamilton  still 
rankled,  inunediately  following.  Each  of  these  men  represented  a  faction 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  were  by  no  means  disposed  to  act  together. 
For  a  long  time  each  was  deaf  to  arguments  and  entreaties.  Burr  was 
persistent  in  trying  to  overcome  their  objections.  Clinton  had  himself 
pretensions  to  the  Presidency.  Seven  years  before  he  had  received  fifty 
electoral  votes  out  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  while  Jefferson 
had  but  four.  He  did  not  like  Jefferson,  and  he  liked  Burr  less  than 
Jefferson.  To  be  asked  to  stand  for  the  Assembly  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
helping  Jefferson  into  the  Presidential  chair,  brought  heavy  lines  into  his 
stern  face.  And  the  solicitation  coming  from  an  aspiring  individual  who 
was  only  a  stripling  aide-de-camp  when  he  was  the  foremost  man  in  the 
State,  and  who  had  actually  received  thirty  electoral  votes  to  his  four  in 
1797,  did  not  brighten  the  prospect.  Burr  was  mildly  persuasive,  and 
talked  eloquently  of  sacrificing  personal  or  ambitious  considerations  for 
the  good  of  the  party.  For  many  days  Clinton  was  firm  in  his  refusal. 
The  final  interview  occurred  at  Burr's  residence,  at  Richmond  Hill. 
Burr  was  never  more  fluent  or  captivating.  When  all  the  old  and  new 
arguments  had  been  exhausted  in  vain,  and  the  committee  was  in  despair, 
Burr  said  that  it  was  a  right  inherent  in  the  community  to  command  the 
services  of  an  able  man  at  a  great  crisis,  and  announced  the  intention  of 
the  party  to  nominate  and  elect  Clinton  witliout  regard  to  his  inclination. 
Clinton  at  last  promised  that  he  would  not  publicly  repudiate  the  nomina- 
tion ;  and  that  during  the  canvass  he  would  refrain  in  his  ordinary  con- 
versation from  denouncing  Jefferson,  as  had  become  habitual  with  him. 
He  kept  his  word,  but  rendered  no  personal  assistance  in  the  campaign. 

Tlie  next  movement  was  to  secure  the  consent  of  Gates,  and  it  is  said 
that  tlie  art  with  which  Burr  worked  upon  his  foibles  and  judgment  was 
marvelous.  Gates  yielded,  as  did  also,  after  repeated  interviews,  Judge 
Livingston.  The  consent  of  the  nine  less  conspicuous  persons  was  obtained 
only  after  much  trouble.  Burr  then  commenced  operations  directly  upon 
the  public  mind.  He  provided  for  a  succession  of  ward  and  general 
meetings,  nearly  all  of  which  he  attended  and  addressed.  He  was  continu- 
ally declaring  that  the  Republicans  had  really  a  majority  in  the  city ;  and 
he  superintended  the  making  out  of  lists  of  the  voters  with  the  political 
history  of  each  appended  in  parallel  columns,  to  which  was  added  all 
new  information  obtained.     The  finance  committee  had  prepared  a  list 
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of  the  wealthy  l{ei)ublieaus,  with  the  sum  of  luouey  it  was  proposed  to 
solicit  from  each,  attached  to  his  name.  Burr  glanced  over  it,  and  observ- 
ing that  a  certain  politician,  equally  remarkable  for  zeal  and  parsimony, 
was  assessed  one  hundred  dollars,  said,  ([uietly,  "  Strike  out  his  name,  for 
you  will  not  get  the  money,  and  from  the  moment  the  demand  is  made 
upon  him  his  exertions  will  cease,  and  you  will  not  see  liim  at  the  polls 
during  the  election."  The  name  was  erased.  Lowei-  down  in  the  cata- 
logue he  noticed  the  same  sum  placed  oppo.site  the  name  of  another  man 
who  was  liberal  with  his  money,  but  incorrigibly  lazy.  "  I  )ouble  it,"  he 
said,  "  and  tell  him  no  labor  will  be  expected  from  him,  except  an  occa- 
sional attendance  in  the  committee-room  to  hel}>  fold  the  tickets."  The 
result  was  as  predicted.  The  lazy  man  paid  the  money  cheerfully,  and 
the  stingy  man  worked  day  and  night.  In  all  Burr's  lists  a  man's 
opinions  and  temperament  were  not  only  noted,  but  his  habits,  and  the 
amount  of  excitement  or  inducement  necessary  to  overcome  any  fatal 
disposition  to  neglect  visiting  the  polls.  Whenever  Burr  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  humblest  of  his  adherents  he  treated  them  so  sweetly  and 
blandly  that  his  manners  were  remembered  when  the  whole  conversation 
had  passed  from  tlie  mind. 

The  polls  opened  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April,  and  closed 
at  sunset  on  the  2d  of  May.  During  these  few  days  the  exertions 
of  both  parties  \\ere  beyond  parallel.  Hamilton  was  personally  in  the 
field,  animating  the  Federalists  with  his  powerful  orations.  J>urr  was 
perpetually  addressing  large  assemblages  of  Iiepublicans.  Sometimes 
the  two  appeared  on  the  same  platform,  and  addressed  the  multitude  in 
turn.  On  these  occasions  their  bearing  toward  each  other  was  so  defer- 
entially courteous  and  graceful  as  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  present. 

Se^'eral  causes  served  to  weaken  the  Federalists  other  than  the  signifi- 
cant division  of  party.  The  enforcement  of  the  odious  Alien  and  Sedition 
Laws  had  exasperated  a  large  community  of  good  citizens.  The  arrest 
of  Judge  Peck,  for  instance,  at  Otsego,  for  circulating  a  sharply  woided 
petition  that  the  odious  laws  might  be  repealed,  roused  the  whole  State. 
"  A  hundred  missionaries  stationed  between  New  York  and  Cooperstown 
could  not  have  done  so  much  for  the  Bepul)lican  cause  as  this  journey 
of  Judge  Peck,  a  prisoner,  torn  from  his  family,  to  the  capital  of  the 
State,"  writes  Hammond.  "  It  was  nothing  less  than  the  public  exhibi- 
tion of  a  suffering  martyr  for  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,  and 
the  right  of  petitioning."  A  special  point  was  also  made  by  the  Oppo- 
sition of  the  fact  that  nearly  all  tlie  Tories  of  the  Pevolution,  then  living, 
had  allied  themselves  with  the  Federalists. 

liefore  the  two  great  rivals  sle])t,  after  the  contest  ended,  they  learned 
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that  the  Republicans  had  carried  the  city  by  a  majority  of  four  hundred 
and  ninety  votes.  The  news  took  the  whole  country  by  surprise.  It 
was  a  great  national  victory  for  the  lke])ul)licaus,  after  twelve  years  of 
defeat.  Vice-President  Jefferson  called  upon  President  Adams  the 
evening  after  the  startling  intelligence  was  received  in  Philadelphia,  and 
found  him  in  great  dejection.  •'  Well,  I  understand  that  you  are  to  beat 
me  in  this  contest,  and  I  will  unly  say  tliat  1  will  be  as  faithful  a  subject 
as  any"you  will  have,"  said  the  President.  "  Mr.  Adams,"  replied  Jefferson, 
"this  is  no  personal  contest  between  you  and  me.  Two  systems  of 
principles  on  the  suV)ject  of  government  divide  our  fellow-citizens  into 
two  parties ;  with  one  of  these  you  concur,  and  I  with  tlie  other.  As  we 
have  been  longer  on  the  stage  than  most  of  those  now  living,  our  names 
happen  to  be  more  generally  known.  One  of  these  parties,  therefore, 
has  put  your  name  at  its  head,  the  other  mine.  Were  we  l)oth  to  die  to- 
day, to-morrow  two  other  names  would  be  in  the  place  of  ours,  without 
any  change  in  the  motion  of  the  machinery.  Its  motion  is  from  its 
jirinciple,  not  from  you  or  myself." 

Congress  was  in  session,  and  the  possibility  being  settled  that  a  Eepul)- 
lican  President  and  Vice-President  could  be  elected,  it  became  necessary 
to  decide  upon  candidates.  For  the  first  office  all  eyes  turned  towards 
Jefferson.  It  was  agreed  to  nominate  a  Vice-President  from  New  York, 
and  Chancellor  Livingston,  e.x-Govern(jr  Clinton,  and  Burr  were  all 
mentioned.  The  deafness  of  Chancellor  Livingston  presented  an  insur- 
mountaVjle  barrier  to  his  nomination,  and  as  the  sudden  rise  of  the 
Republican  ])arty  was  due  to  the  exertions  of  Burr,  he  became  the  nomi- 
nee, with  the  distinct  undei-standing,  however,  that  Jefferson  was  the 
choice  of  the  party  for  President. 

Hamilton  was  greatly  disappointed.  Yet  he  did  not  despair.  One  of 
his  first  acts,  with  the  approval,  it  is  said,  of  a  caucus  of  Ids  political 
friends  in  Xew  York,  was  to  address  a  letter  to  Governor  Jay  requesting 
and  urging  him  to  c<jnvene  the  Legislature  before  its  year  expired  —  on 
the  1st  of  July  —  with  a  view  of  changing  the  manner  of  choosing  Presi- 
dential electors  in  the  State,  -lay  refused  to  yield  to  the  pressing  solici- 
tation, and  on  the  back  of  the  letter  indorsed  with  his  own  hand  these 
words,  "  Proposing  a  measure  for  party  purposes,  wliich  I  think  it  would 
not  become  me  to  adopt." 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  Xovemlier  Governor  Jay  appeared  before 
the  newly  chosen  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  in  his  speech  alluded 
to  the  cause  of  the  early  session,  which  was  to  a])point  Presiden- 
tial electois,  and  recommended  the  suppression  of  all  inflammatory 
feeling.     Tlie  two  houses  immediately  proceeded  to  the  business  before 
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them.  The  Senate  noininateil  Federalists,  the  Assembly  Kepublicans. 
iri)Ou  a  joint  ballot  the  Republican  ticket  received  a  majority  of  twenty- 
two  votes.  The  men  chosen  were,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Jr.,  Anthony 
Lispenard,  Isaac  Ledyard,  Jan:ies  lUirt,  Gilbert  Livingston,  Thomas 
Jenkins,  Peter  Van  Ness,  Robert  Ellis,  John  Woodworth,  Jeremiah  Van 
Rensselaer,  Jacob  Acker,  and  William  Floyd.  On  the  6tli  John  Arm- 
strong was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  place  of 
John  Lawrence,  who  had  resigned.  He  was  eminent  for  talents  and  a 
political  writer  of  great  force  and  originality;  and  the  brotlior-in-law 
of  Chancellor  Livingston.  He  had  been  a  Federalist  until  a  recent 
period,  even  as  late  as  1797,  since  when  he  had  joined  the  Rei)ublicans. 
Before  the  session  adjourned  on  the  8th  to  the  last  Tuesday  in  January, 
1801,  the  Republicans  nominated  George  Clinton  for  governor,  and  Jere- 
miah Van  Rensselaer  for  lieutenant-governor,  to  be  supported  at  the  next 
election.  On  tlie  same  day  the  Federalists  held  a  meeting  and  addressed 
Governor  Jay,  with  a  request  that  he  sliould  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, which  he  positively  declined,  having  determined  to  retire  from 
all  public  employment.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  accordingly  received 
the  nomination  for  governor. 

ISIeanwhile  the  seat  of  government  had  been,  during  the  early  summer 
months,  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  its  new  home  on  the  Poto- 
mac. Secretary  Wolcott  wrote  on  the  4tli  of  July,  from  the 
building  at  Washington  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department: 
"Immense  sums  have  been  squandered  in  buildings  which  are  but 
partly  finished,  in  situations  which  are  not,  and  never  will  be,  the  scenes 
of  business,  while  the  parts  near  the  public  buildings  are  almost  wholly 
unimproved.  You  may  look  in  almost  any  direction,  over  an  extent  of 
ground  nearly  as  large  as  the  city  of  New  York,  without  seeing  a  fence 
or  any  object  except  brick-kilns  and  temporary  huts  for  laborers.  There 
is  one  good  tavern  about  forty  rods  from  the  Capitol,  and  several  other 
houses  are  built  and  erecting ;  but  I  do  not  perceive  how  the  members 
of  CongTess  can  possibly  secure  lodgings,  unless  they  will  consent  to  live 
like  scholars  in  a  college,  or  monks  in  a  monastery,  crowded  ten  or 
twenty  in  one  house,  and  utterly  secluded  from  society.  There  appears 
to  be  a  confident  expectation  that  this  place  will  soon  exceed  any  city  in 
the  world.  No  stranger  can  be  here  a  day,  and  converse  with  the  propri- 
etors, without  conceiving  himself  in  the  company  of  crazy  people.  On 
the  whole,  I  must  say  that  the  situation  is  a  good  one,  and  I  perceive  no 
reason  for  suspecting  it  to  be  unhealthy;  but  I  had  no  conception,  till  I 
came  here,  of  the  folly  and  inlatuation  of  the  people  who  have  directed 
the  settlements.     Though  five  times  as  nmch  money  has  l)een  expended 
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as  was  necessary,  and  though  the  private  buildings  are  in  number  suffi- 
cient for  all  who  will  have  occasion  to  reside  here,  yet  there  is  nothing- 
convenient  and  nothing  plenty  but  provisions  ;  there  is  no  industry, 
society,  or  business." 

In  regard  to  the  Executive  Mansion,  Wolcott  spoke  of  it  as  "The 
Palace,"  a  term  in  common  use  for  many  years ;  he  wrote :  "  It  is  about  as 
large  as  the  wing  of  the  Capitol,  except  that  it  is  not  so  high.  It  is 
highly  decorated,  and  makes  a  good  appearance,  but  it  is  in  a  very  unfin- 
ished state.  I  cannot  but  consider  the  Presidents  as  very  unfortunate 
men  if  they  must  live  in  this  dwelling.  It  is  cold  and  damp  in  winter, 
and  cannot  be  kept  in  tolerable  order  without  a  regiment  of  servants.  It 
was  built  to  be  looked  at  by  visitors  and  strangers,  and  will  render  its 
occupant  an  object  of  ridicule  with  some,  and  of  pity  with  others." 

Mrs.  Adams  wrote  in  a  similar  strain  on  the  21st  of  November.  She 
thought  it  would  require  about  thirty  servants  to  keep  the  house  and 
stables  in  proper  order.  "An  establishment  very  well  proportioned  to  the 
President's  salary,"  she  added  ironically.  She  had  made  up  her  mind 
to  content  herself  anywhere  for  three  months,  until  the  expiration  of 
her  husband's  term  of  office,  but  the  want  of  comforts  was  a  great  trial. 
"  If  they  will  put  me  up  some  bells  —  there  is  not  one  hung  through  the 
whole  house  and  promises  are  all  you  can  obtain — and  let  me  have 
wood  enough  to  keep  fires,  I  design  to  be  pleased,"  slie  said.  "  But  sur- 
rounded by  forests,  can  you  believe  that  wood  is  not  to  be  had,  because 
people  cannot  be  found  to  cut  and  cart  it  1  The  principal  stairs  are 
not  up,  and  will  not  be  this  winter.  There  is  not  a  single  apartment 
finished,  and  all  withinside,  except  the  plastering,  has  been  done  since 
Briesler  came.  We  have  not  the  least  fence,  yard,  or  other  convenience 
without,  and  the  great  unfinished  audience-room  (East  Eoom)  I  make  a 
drying  room  of,  to  hang  up  the  clothes  in.  Woods  are  all  you  can  see 
from  Baltimore  until  you  reach  the  city,  which  is  only  so  in  name.  Here 
and  there  is  a  small  cot,  without  a  glass  window,  interspersed  along  the 
forests,  through  which  you  travel  miles  without  seeing  a  human  being." 

The  public  offices  had  hardly  been  established  at  Washington  when 
the  War  Office  took  fire  and  was  burned,  occasioning  the  destruction  of 
many  valuable  papers.  In  the  course  of  the  winter  a  like  accident 
happened  to  the  Treasury  Department,  although  the  destruction  of  papers 
was  comparatively  trifling.  In  the  rabid  party  fury  these  fires  were  by 
the  Opposition  newspapers  attributed  to  design  on  the  part  of  certain 
public  officers,  who,  it  was  said,  hoped  thus  to  destroy  the  evidence  of 
pecuniary  defalcations. 

Secretary  Wolcott  had  felt  his  po.sition  in  the  President's  cabinet  ex- 
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ceedingly  uncomfortable  ever  since  the  dismissal  of  his  colleagues,  and 
had  fixed  on  the  end  of  the  year  as  a  period  for  retiring.  In  notifying 
the  President  and  Congress  of  his  determination,  he  asked  an  investi- 
gation into  his  official  conduct.  He  had  not  been  less  decisive  in  his 
political  opinions  than  the  secretaries  who  were  removed,  but  he  had 
always  preserved  towards  President  Adams  great  courtesy  of  manner ; 
and  he  was,  moreover,  an  excellent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  place 
it  was  not  easy  to  fill.  It  was  found  that  he  was  leaving  the  Treasury 
in  a  flourishing  condition  after  twelve  years  of  laborious  and  important 
public  service,  and  with  very  little  money  in  his  pocket.  Adams,  M'ith  a 
magnanimity  which  quite  took  Wolcott  by  surprise,  appointed  him  judge 
of  the  second  district. 

Samuel  Dexter  of  Boston,  who  had  been  appointed  Secretary  of  War 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  succeeded  Wolcott  in  the  Treasury.  Oliver 
Ellsworth,  being  detained  in  Europe  by  ill  health  after  his  mission  to 
France  was  successfully  concluded,  sent  in  his  resignation  of  chief  justice, 
which  office  was  immediately  tendered  for  the  second  time  to  John  Jay, 
who  declined,  having  resolved  that  nothing  should  interfere  with  his 
purpose  of  retiring  from  public  life.  Adams  then  conferred  the  important 
post  upon  John  Marshall,  the  successor  of  Pickering  as  Secretary  of  State. 

New  York  City,  although  the  focus  of  Hamilton's  influence,  and  the 
field  wliere  Burr  was  distancing  all  his  competitors  in  the  arts  of  intrigue, 
the  center  indeed  of  the  obstinate  struggle  for  the  supremacy  of  a  national 
party,  was  not  entirely  given  over  to  politics.  Its  iuliabitants  and  its 
institutions  multiplied  in  rapid  ratio.  The  population  already  numbered 
sixty  thousand.  The  third  Presbyterian  Church  edifice  had  been  erected 
upon  a  lot  donated  by  Henry  Putgers,  corner  of  Putger  and  Henry  Streets, 
and  was  first  opened  for  public  worship  in  May,  1798.  The  location  was 
barren  of  habitable  surroundings  until  after  the  beginning  of  the  century. 
The  bridge  at  Canal  Street  presented  a  rural  picture  which  it  is  interesting 
to  perpetuate.  During  the  same  year  (1798)  the  first  monthly  concert  of 
prayer  was  held  in  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar  Street,  the 
second  in  the  Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  the  third  in  the  Middle 
Dutch  Church,  in  Nassau  Street.  It  was  a  union  of  the  three  denomina- 
tions and  grew  out  of  private  prayer-meetings  instituted  Ijy  Mrs.  Isabella 
Graham,  a  remarkable  Scotch  lady  who  had  been  persuaded  in  1789,  by 
liev.  Dr.  Witherspoon,  to  break  up  a  flourishing  scliool  in  Edinburgh  and 
establish  a  similar  school  for  young  ladies  in  New  York  City.  She  was 
gifted  with  excej^tional  religious  as  well  as  intellectual  activity,  and  was 
considered  a  great  acquisition  to  the  cause  of  education  in  this  country. 
She  was  sustained  in  her  enterprise  by  the  clergy  of  all  denominations, 
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aud  the  most  influential  families  were  among  the  patrons  of  her  .school 
She  originated  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  Widows  witli  Small 
Children,  organized  at  her  own  residence    in  1797  ;  her  name   appears 
as  first  directress  of  its  board  of  managers,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hoffman  second 
directress,  and  Mrs.  Joanna  Betlmne  third  directress.     At  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  this  society,  in  1798,  ninety- 
eight    widows,    with    two    hundred     and 
twenty-three   children,  were   reported   as 
having  been  brought  through  the  severity 
of  the  winter  with  comfort,  who  would 
otherwise   have   been   condemned  to  the 
almshouse.     Erelong  the  ladies  discovered 
the  necessity  of  some  systematic  provision 
for  the  orphan  children  of  the  deceased 
widows,  hence  the  foundation  of  the  New 
York  Orphan  A.sylum  at  a  later  date. 

The  Methodists  had  by  this  time  be- 
come numerous  in  the  city.  Their  first 
house  of  worship  in  John  Street  was  built  ^'■''*9«  **  ^"""'  ^^'^^^ '"  '^^^ 
in  1768,  but  the  regular  establishment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
did  not  occur  until  1784.  The  second  church  edifice  of  this  denomina- 
tion was  erected  in  Forsyth,  near  Division  Street,  about  1790,  a  wood 
structure,  costing  two  thousand  dollars.  Another  organization  built  a 
house  of  worship  in  Duane  Street,  near  Hudson,  in  1797,  upon  which 
was  expended  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  fourth  JMethodist  Church 
was  instituted  in  1800  ;  an  old  building  was  hired  on  a  long  lease  and 
occupied  as  a  place  of  worship,  standing  near  the  present  St.  Mark's 
Place.  It  was  called  the  Two-mile-stone  Church,  having  originated  in 
a  weekly  prayer-meeting  established  by  two  members  of  the  John  Street 
Church  many  years  before,  among  the  scattered  residents  on  the  road 
leading  to  Harlem,  and  styled  the  Two-mile-stone  Prayer-meeting, 
from  being  two  miles  from  what  was  then  the  center  of  the  city.  The 
tifth  Methodist  Church  was  not  organized  until  1810.  The  Methodist 
clergymen  of  the  period  were  Rev.  Daniel  Smith,  Rev.  William  Pheobus, 
Rev.  John  McCloskey,  Rev.  Michael  Coats,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Sergent. 

The  first  missionar}^  .society  was  founded  in  1796,  its  purpose  being  to 
propagate  the  gospel  among  the  Indians  and  the  destitute  settlers  on  the 
frontier.  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  was  jn-esident.  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  vice- 
president,  Alexander  Robertson  treasurer,  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Mason 
secretary,  aud  Rev.  John  X.  Abeel  clerk.  The  directors  were  Rev.  Dr. 
William   Lirni,  Rev.  Dr-.  John   INfcKnight,  Rev.  Benjamin   Foster,  Rev. 
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Gerardus  A.  H.  Kuypers,  Eev.  Samuel  Miller,  Leouaid  Bleeckev,  John 
Broome,  J.  Maclianess,  Thomas  Storm,  Ezekiel  Eobbins,  George  Liudsay, 
aud  John  Murray.  The  earliest  annual  sermon  preached  before  this 
society  was  by  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  a  sermon  which  was  published  and 
found  its  way  to  "Williamstown,  where  it  was  read  by  the  students  who 
prayed  under  the  haystack  in  the  field  back  of  Williams  College. 

Several  religious  societies  were  in  existence  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century.  Also  a  charity  for  the  relief  of  distressed  persons,  of  which 
Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  was  president.  Rev.  Dr.  Abram  Beacli  vice-president, 
John  Murray  treasurer,  and  James  Bleecker  secretary.  Dr.  Rodgers 
was  also  president  of  the  City  Dispensary,  ]\Ioses  Rodgers  treasurer, 
Anthony  Bleecker  secretary,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Linn,  Rev.  Dr.  Beach,  Dr. 
John  Charlton,  John  Watts,  Matthew  Clarkson,  General  Jacob  Morton, 
James  Watson,  John  Broome,  John  Cozine,  Samuel  Osgood,  and  John 
Murray,  trustees. 

Anthony  Bleecker  was  at  this  time  about  thirty  years  of  age,  a  grad- 
uate of  Columbia,  a  lawyer  and  a  gentleman  of  classical  education 
and  belles-lettres  tastes.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Drone  Club,  a 
social  and  literary  circle  instituted  about  the  year  1792  as  an  aid  to 
intellectual  advancement.  Its  members  were  recognized  by  proofs  of 
authorship,  and  included  sucli  men  as  Kent,  Dunlap,  Johnson,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward and  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  Dr.  Mitchell,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman, 
and  Charles  Brockden  Brown.  Bleecker  wrote  for  the  Drone  in  prose 
and  verse,  and  was  for  many  years  a  prolific  contributor  to  the  period- 
icals of  the  day.  Charles  Brockden  Brown  came  to  New  York  in  1796, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  ambitious  to  devote  himself  to  letters,  and 
in  1798  issued  his  first  novel,  entitled  Wieland,  a  powerful  and  original 
romance ;  and  in  1799  Osmond,  or  the  Secret  Witness.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Linn.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
American  who  ventured  to  pursue  literature  as  a  profession.  In  1800 
he  published  the  second  part  of  Artltur  Mcrvijn,  aud  had  at  the  same 
time  several  other  works  in  progress. 

Near  the  river  shore,  the  grounds  ornamented  with  majestic  sycamores, 
stood  the  venerated  seat  of  classical  lore,  Columbia  College.  "Those 
venerable  trees,"  said  the  Hon.  John  Jay  in  his  centennial  address  in 
1876,  "had  an  hi.storic  interest  from  tlie  fact  which,  when  a  boy,  I  heard 
from  the  lips  of  Judge  Egbert  Benson  during  one  of  his  visits  to  my 
grandfather  at  Bedford,  that  those  trees  were  carried  to  the  green  by  him- 
self, Jay,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  I  think  Richard  Harrison,  and  planted 
by  their  own  hands."  President  William  Samuel  Johnson  resigned  his 
office  at  the  close  of  the  college  vear  in  1800,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Heiny 
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Wliarton,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  and  author,  became  president  of  the 
institution  for  one  year.  He  resigned  in  1801,  and  the  accomplished 
scholar  and  divine,  Benjamin  Moore,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  New  York,  was 
elected  to  the  chair,  which  position  he  filled  until  1811.  The  professors 
were  all  men  of  exceptional  scholarship,  and  the  influence  of  the  insti- 
tution upon  the  literary  character  of  the  State  was  marked,  many  of 
the  graduates  attaining  great  distinction  in  professional  and  public  life. 
Among  the  students  when  tlie  century  opened  were  John  Anthon,  Henry 
H.  Schieffelin,  and  Gulian  Crommelin  Verplanck,  representing  respec- 
tively our  lawyers,  merchants,  and  men  of  letters.^  Others  upon  the  roll 
included  Philip  Hamilton,  liobert  Benson,  John  J.  De  Peyster,  Lewis 
M.  Ogden,  John  Delafield,  Edward  P.  Livingston,  afterwards  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  State  (grandson  of  Philip,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence),  John  McComb,  who  married  Livingston's  sister,  Clement 
C.  Moore,  afterwards  professor  of  Hebrew  and  Greek  literature,  and  Na- 
thaniel E.  Moore,  long  identified  with  the  college  as  professor,  president, 
and  trustee,  blending  rare  learning  with  a  loving  appreciation  of  the 
Greek  dramatists.  He  said  "  the  college  was  much  more  to  educate  than 
to  instruct ;  to  open  the  door  for  all  knowledge,  to  strengthen  the  judg- 
ment, to  purify  the  affection,  to  refine  the  taste,  and  to  secure  for  the 
moral  and  intellectual  powers  the  proper  culture."  David  S.  Jones  and 
Gouverneur  Ogden  were  in  the  class  of  1796.  John  Eerguson,  John  Brod- 
head  Ptomeyn,  a  distinguished  clergyman,  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  recorder 
of  the  city,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  judge,  governor  of  the  State,  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  /^4^^^  ^  States,  Avho  entitled  himself 
to  eternal  honor  by  rec-  ^^^^^-IK!  ommending,  while  gover- 
nor, the  establishment  of  a  f^^'T'^^^^  ^^J  wlien  slavery  in  New 
York  should  forever  cease,  ^^^^^^^^^L  were  in  the  class  of  1795  ; 
and  in  that  of  1792,  1793,  Im^^^P^^H^  ^iitl  1798,  were,  respec- 
tively, Cornelius  Brower,  ^p^^  ^-'  ^^  Jolm  Brower,  and  Jacob 
Brower,  of  a  wealthy  and  ih^l^^i^H  5  substantial  Dutch  family 
who  settled  in  New  York  M^^A&W  fl  about  1635.  And  the  fa- 
miliar names  of  Gouvern-  "^^^^^^  *^"^'  Kenible,  John  L.  Law- 
rence, William  M.  Price  ^^i£M^  and  his  brother  Stephen, 
so   prominently  connected  w-^h  tlTZ^rilm  J!!ll'rmss.  with  tlie  criminal  law  and 


theatricals   of  New    York,  [rromthemonmuemof  sir    and  John  McVickar,  profes- 

lluj^li  Haniersley  in  London.) 

sor  ot  moral  and  mtellect-      isee  note,  pajje^o,)       ual  philosophy,  belles  lettres, 
and  political  economy,  are  found  upon  the  lists  of  1803  and  1804. 

The  professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  from  1792  to  1808  was 
Dr.  William  Hamersley,  who  had  received  his  medical  degree  at  Edinburgh, 

1  Columbia  College  Centennial  Address,  by  the  Hon.  John  Jay,  December  21,  1876. 
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iind  wlio  was  a  gentleman  of  varied  learning  and  great  elegance  of  man- 
ners. He  was  also  professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  from 
171)5  to  1813.  The  professoi'  of  Botany  from  1795  to  1811  was  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  David  Hosack.  The  professor  of  Anatomy  from  1793  to 
1813  was  Dr.  Wright  Post.  The  professor  of  Surgery  from  1793  to 
1811  was  Dr.  Pichard  Bailey.  Other  members  of  tiie  Medical  Faculty 
were  Dr.  Jcthu  P.  P>.  Podgers  and  Dr.  Samuel  Latham  JNIitchell.  The 
dean,  from  1792  to  1804,  was  Dr.  Samuel  Bard.  The  New  York  Hos- 
pital at  this  period  afforded  one  of  the  best  practical  medical  schools  in  the 
United  States,  and  its  governors  embraced  some  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  period. 

When  the  returns  of  the  electoral  votes  came  in  it  was  soon  known  that 
the  Pepublican  ticket  had  triumphed,  as  had  been  generally  ex- 
pected. But,  what  was  anything  but  agreeable  to  the  Pepublican 
party  at  large,  Jefferson  and  Burr  had  both  received  the  same  number  of 
votes.  The  decision  therefore  rested,  according  to  the  Constitution,  upon 
the  House  of  Pepresentatives  voting  by  States. 

In  December,  before  the  equality  of  votes  was  precisely  ascertained, 
the  Federalists  conceived  the  idea  of  disappointing  Jefferson  and  the 
body  of  the  Opposition,  by  giving  the  first  office  to  Burr.  Hamilton 
vigorously  disapproved  of  such  a  course.  He  wrote  to  Wolcott  on  the 
16th  :  "I  trust  New  England  will  not  so  far  lose  its  head  as  to  fall  into 
the  snare.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  upon  every  prudent  and  virtuous  cal- 
culation, Jefferson  is  to  be  preferred.  He  is  by  far  not  so  dangerous  a 
man,  and  he  has  pretensions  to  character.  As  to  Burr,  there  is  nothing 
in  his  favor.  His  private  character  is  not  defended  by  his  most  partial 
friends.  He  is  bankrupt  beyond  redemption,  except  by  the  plunder  of 
his  country.  His  public  principles  have  no  other  spring  or  aim  than  his 
own  aggrandizement.  If  he  can,  he  will  certainly  disturb  our  institutions 
to  secure  to  himself  permanent  power  and  with  it  wealth."  Hamilton 
wrote  a  similar  letter  to  Morris  on  the  26th  :  "  I  trust  the  Federalists  will 
not  be  so  mad  as  to  vote  for  P>uri'.  If  there  be  a  man  in  the  world  I 
ought  to  hate,  it  is  Jefferson.  With  Burr  I  have  always  been  personally 
well.  But  the  public  good  must  be  paramount  to  every  private  consider- 
ation." 

Hamilton  was  confident  Burr  never  could  be  won  to  Federal  views,  as 
some  of  the  party  ibndly  imagined.  "  He  may  break  with  the  Pepub- 
licans,  but  it  will  certainly  not  be  to  join  the  Federalists.  He  will  never 
choose  to  lean  on  good  men,  because  he  knows  they  will  never  support 
his  bad  projects  ;  but  instead  of  this,  he  will  endeavor  to  disorganize  both 
parties,  and  to  form  from  them  a  third,  composed  of  men  best  fitted  for 
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tools."  .Suosei|ueut  eveuts  proved  thai  Hamilton's  judgment  of  Bun- 
was  correct ;  but  being  supposed  influenced  by  professional  jealousy,  or 
piejudieed  through  political  collisions  with  Burr,  his  warnings  were  little 
heeded.  Gouverueur  ]\lorris  had  been  elected  in  the  spring  of  1800  b}- 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  to  sui)i)ly  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  but  kept  aloof  as  mucii  as  i)ossible  from  the  strife  result- 
ing from  the  tie.  He  wrote  to  Hamilton  soon  after  Congress  assembled 
at  Washington,  saying :  "  Since  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  our 
fellow-citizens  to  make  Mr.  Jefferson  their  President,  it  seems  proper  to 
fulfill  that  intention."  The  crisis  approached  slowly.  The  whole  country 
had  become  painfully  alive  to  a  threatened  danger  of  great  magnitude. 

Meanwhile  the  Republicans  of  New  York  were  planning  to  overcome 
the  Federalists  in  the  city  government.  The  public  mind  was  systemati- 
cally poisoned  witli  charges  against  nearly  every  man  in  authority,  and 
the  zeal  for  change  became  fiery  and  umnanageable.  The  rival  candi- 
dates for  mayor  were  Eichard  A'arick,  who  had  filled  the  office  for  twelve 
years,  and  Edward  Livingston,  M'ho  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  to 
the  Seventh  Congress.  The  popularity  of'  Edward  Livingston,  and  his 
known  competency  to  execute  with  precision  all  the  duties  pertaining  to 
the  mayoralty,  together  w^ith  his  unconquerable  energy,  rendered  his  ap- 
]  (Ointment  extremely  probable.  The  mayor's  office  at  that  time  is  said  to 
have  been  worth  about  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

1801  - 1804. 
THE  NEW  POLITICAL  ERA. 

The  Phesidextial  Tie.  —  Jefferson  and  Burr. — The  New  Cabinet. —The  New 
York  Contest  for  Governor.  —  Defeat  of  the  Federalists.  —  The  Livingstons 
IN  P.owER. — The  Mayoralty  of  the  City.  —  Duel  of  Philip  Hamilton. —  The 
Evening  Post. —  The  Newspaper  War. —Dueling.  —  Coleman  and  Cheetham. 
—  President  Jefferson. — The  Grange. —Theodosia  Burr. —Dinner  to  the 
Indian  Chief.  —  Burr's  Independent  Party. — Duel  of  De  Witt  Clinton  and 
SwARTWouT.  —  Chancellor  Livingston  secures  Louisiana.  —  De  Witt  Clinton 
appointed  May'or.  —  Burr's  Struggle  for  the  Governorship.  —  PiEsults  of  the 
Stormy  Election.  —  Hamilton's  Libel  Suit.  —  Burr  challenges  Ha.milton. — 
DuEi,  of  Burr  and  Hamilton.  —  Sorrowful  Scenes.  —  De.vfh  of  Ha.milton.  — 
Burr's  JIovements.  —  Public  Sentiment. —Tomb  of  Hamilton. 

HEAVY  clouds  hung  over  the  new  city  of  Washington  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  of  February,  1801,  and  before  nine  o'clock  snow 
began  to  fall.  The  great  day  had  at  last  arrived.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  Senate-Chamber,  where  Vice-Presi- 
dent Jefferson,  in  view  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  opened  the 
**®**  certificates  of  the  electors  of  the  different  States.  As  the  votes 
were  read  the  tellers  on  the  part  of  each  house  counted  and  took  lists  of 
them,  which  being  compared  and  delivered  to  Jefferson,  he  announced  the 
result  as  follows  :  for  Thomas  Jefferson  seventy-three,  for  Aaron  Burr 
seventy-three,  for  John  Adams  sixty-five,  for  Charles  C.  Pinckney  sixty- 
four,  for  John  Jay  one.  Jefferson  then  declared  that  the  choice  devolved 
upon  the  House. 

There  were  sixteen  States  in  the  I^nion,  and  a  majority  of  these  States 
was  necessary  to  an  election.  If  results  had  depended  upon  a  majority 
of  the  members,  Burr  would  undoubtedly  have  been  chosen  on  the  first 
vote.  As  it  was,  thirty-five  ballotings  ended  alike,  showing  eight  States 
in  favor  of  Jefferson,  six  for  Burr,  and  two  States,  Vermont  and  j\Iary- 
land,  equally  divided.     New  York  voted  steadily  for  Jefferson. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  great  business  of  the  day,  the  House  resolved 
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not  to  adjourn  till  a  President  had  been  chosen.  One  member,  too  ill  to 
leave  his  bed,  was  borne  on  a  litter  to  the  Capitol ;  his  wife  attended  him, 
and  remaining  at  his  side  administered  his  medicines.  The  ballot-boxes 
were  carried  to  his  couch,  so  that  he  did  not  miss  a  single  ballot.  All 
that  day,  all  through  the  night,  and  until  noon  of  the  day  following,  the 
balloting  went  on.  Then  the  exhausted  members  evaded  their  resolution 
not  to  adjourn,  by  agreeing  to  take  a  recess.  "  Our  opponents  have  begged 
for  a  dispensation  from  their  own  regulation,"  wrote  John  Eandolph. 

For  seven  days  the  country  was  kept  in  a  ferment  by  the  wild  reports 
from  the  capital.  The  governor  of  Virginia  established  a  line  of  express 
riders  between  Washington  and  Eichmond  during  the  whole  of  this  event- 
ful week,  that  he  might  learn  as  speedily  as  possible  the  result  of  each 
ballot.  On  the  15th  Jefferson  wrote  to  his  daughter:  "After  four  days  of 
balloting,  they  are  exactly  where  they  were  on  the  first.  There  is  strong 
expectation  in  some  that  they  will  coalesce  to-morrow ;  but  I  have  no 
foundation  for  it.  I  feel  no  impulse  from  personal  ambition  to  the  office 
now  proposed  to  me,  but  on  account  of  yourself  and  your  sister  and  those 
dear  to  you." 

On  the  thirty-sixth  balloting  Jefferson  was  found  to  have  received  the 
votes  of  ten  States,  wliile  four  adhered  to  Burr  and  two  cast  blank  ballots. 
Jefferson  was  thereupon  declared  President,  and  Burr,  by  law,  became 
Vice-President. 

Late  at  night  on  the  3d  of  March  the  Sixth  Congress  terminated.  Ex- 
President  Adams  had  no  heart  to  witness  the  inauguration  of  his  succes- 
sor, but  left  the  city  of  Washington  early  the  next  morning  for  his 
home  in  Massachusetts.  A  domestic  affliction  in  the  loss  of  his 
second  son,  Charles,  came  also  at  this  moment  to  darken  the  shades  of 
his  retirement.  The  Republicans  were  jubilant,  particularly  in  New  York. 
Meetings  were  held  in  every  city  and  village  in  the  State,  and  proces- 
sions and  orations  were  the  order  of  the  day.  In  Albany  the  Republican 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  citizens  met  at  a  grand  dinner,  where  one 
of  the  toasts  was,  "Aaron  Burr,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 
His  uniform  and  patriotic  exertions  in  favor  of  republicanism  eclipsed 
only  by  his  late  disinterested  conduct." 

When  Jefferson  reached  the  Presidential  chair  the  pecuniary  prosperity 
of  the  country  was  greater  than  at  any  previous  date.  Pacific  relations 
with  France,  and  the  prospect  of  peace  throughout  Europe,  promised 
effectual  and  permanent  relief  from  the  embarrassments  to  which  Ameri- 
can commerce  was  exposed.  The  treasury  was  fuller,  and  the  revenue 
more  abundant  than  ever  before.  The  obnoxious  Sedition  Act  had  ex- 
pired by  its  own  limitation  with  the  close  of  the  Sixth  Congress.     Insti- 
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tutioiis  had  been  Iranied,  taxes  levied,  and  provision  made  for  debts. 
Indeed,  the  whole  machinery  of  the  Federal  government,  as  it  now  oper- 
ates, had  been  the  work  of  the  Federalists  in  tlieir  twelve  years  of 
supremacy.  Thus  the  path  of  the  cliief  executive  of  the  nation  seenied 
very  smooth  and  easy  to  travel. 

James  Madison  was  aj^pointed  Secretary  of  State,  Albert  (iallatin 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Henry  Dearborn  Secretary  of  War,  and  Le\  i 
Lincoln  Attorney-General.  The  Navy  Department  was  offered  to  Clian- 
cellor  Livingston,  who  declined  the  ai)i)ointment,  and  it  was  given  to 
Robert  Smith.  Livingston,  having  reached  the  age  of  sixty,  and  being 
obliged,  under  a  constitutional  provision,  to  vacate  the  Chancellorship  of 
New  York,  consented  to  accept  the  embassy  to  France  to  which  he  was 
nominated ;  he  was  confirmed  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate. 
Not  long  after  ]\L  Pinchon,  remembered  as  Secretary  of  the  French  lega- 
tion at  The  Hague,  arrived  at  Washington  as  French  charge  daftaires. 

In  xVpril  the  New  York  election  for  governor  was  spirited  and  ran- 
corous. Some  one  had  said  that  the  tenantry  of  A^an  Eensselaer, 
in  arrears  for  rent  (numbering  thousands),  were  to  be  prosecuted  for 
payment  if  they  refused  to  vote  for  him.  As  soon  as  this  report  reached 
the  ears  of  the  high-minded  patroon,  he  immediately  denied  it  in  all  the 
papers  printed  in  Albany  and  Van  Rensselaer  counties,  assuring  his 
tenants  that  he  wished  them  to  vote  as  in  their  judgment  duty  required, 
and  that  no  man  should  be  harmed  who  voted  against  him.  He  received 
two  thousand  and  thirty-eight  ^■otes  in  the  county  of  Albany,  while 
Clinton  received  but  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  general  result  of 
the  election,  however,  was  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party.  George 
Clinton  was  chosen  by  more  than  four  thousand  majority. 

In  October  a  convention  chosen  to  amend  the  constitution  met  at 
Alliany  and  organized  by  unanimously  electing  Vice-President  Burr  its 
presiding  officer.  This  convention  was  authorized  to  fix  a  limit  to  the 
number  of  members  of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  which  was 
quickly  accomplished,  the  number  being  reduced  from  forty-three  to 
thirty-six,  and  to  decide  upon  "  the  true  construction  of  the  t^\■enty-third 
article  of  the  constitution,"  in  other  words,  to  determine  the  power  of  the 
Council  of  A])])ointment.  The  convention  was  given  no  authority  to  alter 
the  terms  of  that  article,  or  to  abolish  it  and  create  a  new  one  in  its  place; 
but  its  maxim  was  to  strip  the  governor  of  as  mucli  power  as  possible. 
It  decided,  against  the  letter  of  tlie  constitution  and  the  opinion  of 
Governors  Clinton  and  Jay,  to  reduce  the  governor  to  a  mere  fiftli  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  with  no  greater  power  than  that  of  any  other  member, 
except  the   right    to  preside.     De  Witt  Clinton   was   a   member  of  the 
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Council  of  Appointment  at  the  time  of  his  uncle's  accession,  and  before 
the  decision  of  the  convention,  and  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  the  gov- 
ernor, he,  in  connection  with  Ambrose  Spencer  and  a  third  Eepublican 
member,  commenced  a  system  of  removals  and  appointments  similar  to 
those  introduced  into  tlie  politics  of  Pennsylvania  by  McKean. 

This  proscription  was  not  confined  to  Federalists.  A  furious  struggle 
had  already  connnenced  between  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons  on  the 
one  hand,  and  Burr  and  his  partisans  on  the  other,  which  was  carried 
on  witli  the  utmost  bitterness.  The  known  friends  of  Burr  were  ex- 
cluded from  office  as  rigidly  as  the  Federalists.  Appointments  in  every 
instance  were  made  from  the  Clinton  and  Livingston  factions.  Of  the 
great  State  offices  the  Livingstons  received  the  larger  share.  The  Chan- 
cellorship was  conferred  upon  John  Lansing ;  Morgan  Lewis,  brother-in- 
law  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  succeeded  Lansing  as  chief  justice ;  Judge 
Egbert  Benson  having  been  appointed,  under  what  was  styled  the  mid- 
night act  of  John  Adams,  a  circuit  judge  of  the  United  States  (on  the 
3d  of  March,  1801),  his  place  was  filled  by  Brockholst  Livingston;  and 
Smith  Thompson,  whose  wife  was  a  Livingston,  was  also  created  an 
associate  judge.  Thus  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York 
was  mainly  in  the  hands  of  the  Livingstons.  Dr.  Thomas  Tillotson, 
another  brother-in-law  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  was  made  secretary  of 
the  State.  And  it  will  be  remembered  that  General  John  Armstrong, 
still  another  brother-in-law  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  had  been  recently 
appointed  United  States  Senator  by  the  New  York  Legislature. 

The  appointment  of  Edward  Livingston  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  District  of  New  York,  in  place  of  Eichard  Harrison,  was  one  of 
the  acts  of  President  Jefferson  immediately  following  the  appointment 
of  his  brother,  Chancellor  Livingston,  minister  to  France.  In  August  of 
the  same  year  Edward  Livingston  was  also  appointed  mayor  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  holding  of  two  such  offices,  one  under  the  national, 
the  other  from  the  State  government,  which  would  now  be  esteemed  im- 
proper, excited  no  cavil  then,  and  both  appointments,  which  were  for  short 
terms  at  first,  were  renewed  the  following  winter. 

The  mayoralty  of  New  York  was  at  this  time  a  post  of  great  dignity 
and  importance.  The  mayor  not  only  presided  over  the  deliberations  of 
the  common  council,  but  was  the  presiding  judge  of  a  high  court  of  record 
with  both  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction.  The  emoluments  were  in 
the  form  of  liberal  fees  and  perquisites ;  and  a  few  years'  incumbency 
was  equivalent  to  a  handsome  fortune.  Eichard  Varick  had  been  the 
mayor  for  twelve  years,  and  his  removal  by  the  new  party  in  power 
created  indignant  dissatisfaction.     A  public  dinner  was  tendered  liim  by 
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the  Federalist  lawyers,  and  twenty-five  appreciative  toasts,  surcbaiged 
with  political  satire,  contributed  to  the  life  of  the  occasion.  His  quali- 
fications for  the  office  had  been  universally  conceded,  and  bis  gentlemanly 

culture  and  personal  habits 
bad  made  him  a  favorite 
among  all  classes — except, 
indeed,  in  the  heat  of  po- 
litical strife,  when,  like  all 
other  candidates  for  office 
in  that  decade,  he  was 
abused  and  caricatured  to 
an  extraordinary  degree. 

Mayor  Livingston  found 
bimsfelf  in  a  situation  where 
all  bis  energies  were  brought 
into  active  service.  His  du- 
ties were  legion.  Important 
capital  trials  occupied  his 
attention  at  once,  and  his 
charges  to  juries  are  de- 
scribed by  the  newspapeis 
Richard  varick.  of  tlic  time  as  exception- 

ally impressive.  He  undertook  a  reformation  of  the  rules  and  practice 
of  the  court  in  civil  actions,  and  soon  commenced  the  preparation  of  a 
volume  of  reports  of  such  of  his  own  and  the  recorder's  decisions  as 
he  thought  should  be  generally  known  at  the  bar.  This  was  before  any 
regular  reporting  of  the  judgments  of  either  the  city  or  State  courts  bad 
been  undertaken,  and  when  but  a  single  volume  of  reports  —  that  of 
Coleman's  Cases  —  bad  appeared.^  The  office  of  attorney -general  was 
honorable  and  profitable,  and  its  functions  were  in  the  line  of  his  profes- 
sion, but  it  required  him,  in  addition  to  presiding  over  a  court  of  justice 
and  of  a  deliberative  body,  to  appear  as  an  advocate  in  all  causes  of  im- 
portance in  which  the  national  government  was  interested  in  his  district ; 
then  in  turn  he  must  superintend  the  administration  of  municipal  affairs 
of  every  character,  from  the  regulation  of  finance  to  the  assize  of  bread- 
In  connection  with  all  this  he  was  required  by  the  custom  of  the  period 
to  devote  to  the  public  and  private  entertainment  of  distinguished  stran- 
gers a  degree  of  attention  which  the  growth  of  the  city  and  of  the 
world's  travel  subsequently  rendered  impossible. 

1  Hunt's  Life  of  Edward  Livingston  ;  Judicial  Opinions,  delivered  in  the  mayor's  court  of 
tlic  city  of  New  York  in  the  year  1802. 
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DUEL   OF  PHILIP  HAMILTON:  All 

This  last  requisition  was  a  pleasure  rather  than  a  duty  to  a  man  of 
his  temperament.  He  was  fond  of  society,  genial,  witty,  charming  in 
conversation,  and  attractive  in  manners.  He  is  said  never  to  have 
allowed  an  opportunity  to  pass  for  producing  a  pun,  and  if  a  good  one  did 
not  come  to  his  mind  he  made  a  poor  one  answer,  laughing  at  it  all  the 
same.  On  the  same  month  in  which  he  retired  from  Congress  he  experi- 
enced a  severe  affliction  in  the  loss  of  his  accomplished  wife,  which  partly 
accounts  for  his  devotion  to  philanthropic  projects  while  in  the  midst  of 
his  manifold  occupations  as  mayor  of  the  city.  He  resided  at  No.  1 
Broadway.  Many  of  the  beautiful  trees  upon  the  common  between  his 
windows  and  the  bay  were  planted  during  his  administration  and  under 
his  particular  direction. 

On  the  4th  of  July  G-eorge  L.  Eacker,  a  promising  young  member  of  the 
New  York  Bar,  aged  twenty -seven,  delivered  an  oration  in  tlie  city  on  the 
subject  of  American  Independence.  He  was  a  partisan  of  Vice-President 
Burr,  and  while  his  talented  effort  was  generally  praised,  there  were  those 
among  the  Federalists  who  denounced  the  whole  performance.  At  the 
Park  Theater  one  autumn  evening  Eacker  occupied  a  box,  accom- 
panied by  Miss  Livingston  and  others.  In  an  adjoining  box  was 
seated  Philip  Hamilton,  eldest  son  of  the  financier,  a  youth  of  nineteen, 
in  company  with  a  young  gentleman  hy  the  name  of  Price ;  and  the  two 
indulged  in  ironical  remarks  about  Backer's  Fourth  of  July  oration,  which 
seemed  to  be  intended  for  the  ear  of  the  young  lady.  Eacker  looked 
round  and  saw  them  laughing,  and  believing  liimself  the  subject  of  ridi- 
cule stepped  out  in  great  agitation  and  asked  if  they  meant  to  insult  him, 
at  the  same  time  stigmatizing  them  as  "  rascals."  They  in  turn  insisted 
upon  his  particularizing  the  person  he  meant  to  distinguish  as  a  "  rascal." 
After  some  high  words  Eacker  exclaimed,  "Well,  then,  you  are  both 
rascals."  The  result  was  a  laconic  message  from  Price,  before  the  play 
was  finished,  to  name  a  time  and  place  of  meeting.     Piiilip  Hamilton  ^ 

hastened  to  find  David  S.  Jones,  who  consulted  John  B/'Church,  the  ^ 

uncle  of  young  Hamilton,  and  hero  of  the  recent  duel  with  Burr,  and 
together  they  framed  a  message  recpiiring  an  explanation,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  Eacker  about  half  past  eleven  o'clock  on  the  same  evening. 
Eacker  made  no  reply  except  to  remark  that  when  the  affair  with  Price 
was  over  he  would  receive  any  communication  from  Hamilton.     At  noon 
on   the  22d,  which  was  Sunday,  Eacker  and  Price,  attended  by 
their  seconds,  met  at  Weehawkeu  and  exchanged  four  shots,  with- 
out effect,  after  which  they  shook  hands  and  separated.     Before  two  o'clock 
on  the  same  afternoon  young  Hamilton  had  learned  the  facts  re- 
specting the   duel,  and  renewed   his   challenge    to  Eacker.     The 
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two  met  on  Mouday  about  tliree  in  the  afternoon.  Eacker's  second  was 
Thomas  Apthorpe  Cooper,  the  actor,  and  David  S.  Jones  appeared  in  behalf 
of  young  Hamilton.  Charles  H.  Winfield,  the  al)le  historian  of  Hudson 
County,  Xew  Jersey,  writes :  "  After  the  word  had  been  given,  a  pause 
of  a  minute,  perhaps  more,  ensued,  Ijefore  Mr.  Eacker  discharged  liis  pistol. 
He  had  determined  to  wait  for  Hamilton's  tire,  and  Hamilton,  it  is  said, 
reserved  his  fire  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  father.  Eacker  then 
leveled  his  pistol  with  more  accuracy,  and  at  the  same  instaut  Hamilton 
did  the  same.  Eacker  fired  first,  but  almost  simultaneously  Avith  Hamil- 
ton. The  latter's  fire,  it  is  said,  was  unintentional,  and  in  the  air.  The 
ball  from  Eacker's  pistol  entered  Hamilton's  right  side,  just  above  the 
hip,  passed  through  his  body,  and  lodged  in  his  left  arm.  He  was  imme- 
diately taken  over  to  the  city,  where  he  died  the  next  morning  at  five 
o'clock."  ^ 

Symptoms  not  at  all  in  harmony  with  Jefferson's  promise  of  political 
tranquillity  and  a  united  people  began  to  be  perceptible  before  he 
had  been  many  months  in  office.  Burr's  irregular  ambition  was 
not  satisfied  with  his  imposing  but  hollow  position  as  Vice-President. 
He  foresaw  obstacles  to  his  becoming  the  next  Eepublican  President, 
in  the  dislike  of  Jefferson  and  the  growing  popularity  of  Madison,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  was  a  man  of  immense  family  interest  in  \'n- 
ginia.  In  New  York  the  Eepublican  party  was  already  divided  into 
factions  each  jealous  of  the  other.  Thus  he  began  a  kind  of  political 
flirtation  with  the  Federalists. 

About  this  time  The  Evening  Post  first  made  its  bow  to  the  public, 
edited  by  William  Coleman,  a  lawyer  and  a  versatile  writer  ;  it  was  the 
organ  of  Hamilton.  The  American  Citizen  was  the  organ  of  the  Eepub- 
lican party  in  New  York,  and  was  under  the  immediate  management  of 
a  cousin  of  De  Witt  Clinton.  Its  editor  was  James  Cheetham,  a  wit 
and  a  great  tactician,  who  acquired  no  little  distinction  for  his  eilitorial 
ability.  He  was  a  tall,  athletic  man,  and  was  soon  personally  concerned 
in  many  violent  political  quarrels.  Burr  and  his  friends,  not  to  be  out- 
done, established  The  Morning  Chronicle,  which  supported  the  administra- 
tion, but  was  particularly  friendly  to  the  Vice-President.  It  was  edited 
by  Dr.  Peter  Irving,  and  in  its  columns  Washington  Irving,  a  youth  of 
nineteen,  the  editor's  j'ounger  brother,  first  appeared  as  a  writer  under 
the  name  of  Jonathan  Olclstyle.  Burr  often  clipped  these  essays  from 
the  journal  and  inclosed  them  in  his  letters  to  Theodosia.  The  three 
newspapers  entered  upon  a  paper  war  in  which  they  were  ably  sus- 

1  Eacker  died  of  consumption  in  1804,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  near 
Vesey  Street. 
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tained  by  the  leading  men  of  their  respective  parties.  Their  cohinms 
teemed  with  personal  invective  and  low  satire.  Several  duels  were  the 
result.  On  one  occasion  Matthew  L.  Davis  sallied  forth  in  Wall  Street, 
pistol  in  hand,  expecting  to  shoot  Cheetham  at  sight,  who,  however,  kept 
out  of  the  way,  and  the  affair  ended  without  bloodshed.  When  Philip 
Hamilton  was  killed,  Coleman,  shocked  by  the  occurrence,  denounced 
in  the  Evcniiuj  Post  the  practice  of  dueling  as  a  "  horrid  custom,"  and 
strongly  urged  "  legislative  interference."  Yet  Coleman  and  Cheetham 
were  both  duelists.  And  it  was  a  period  when  dueling  was  a  fashion- 
able recreation.  Cheetham  was  some  years  younger  than  Coleman,  and 
gloried  in  encountering  difficulties.  He  appeared  in  public  with  bold 
face  and  majestic  bearing.  Coleman  was  smaller,  of  delicate  structure, 
and  looked  grave  and  pensive.  Cheetham  had  cultivated  his  mind  by 
historical  reading,  and  was  familiar  with  the  poets;  his  writings  were 
curt  and  concise,  Coleman's  often  verbose.  Cheetham  could  fell  at  one 
blow  ;  Coleman  delighted  in  protracted  torture.  Neither  was  deficient 
in  pointed  epithets  and  lacerating  remarks.  Cheetham  was  ardent,  pas- 
sionate, and  forgiving.  Coleman  was  self-poised,  cold,  and  long  harbored 
an  imaginary  injury.  Each  delighted  in  the  prostration  of  a  victim, 
but  Coleman  was  the  more  politic  and  prudent  of  the  two.  The  idols 
of  Cheetham  were  Jefferson  and  George  Clinton ;  the  idol  of  Coleman 
was  Hamilton.  Burr  had  no  chance  with  either,  and  was  offensive  to 
both.  Dr.  Francis  writes  of  these  two  editors :  "  With  all  their  fixults, 
they  diffused  much  truth  as  well  as  error ;  they  advanced  the  power  of 
the  press  in  talents  and  in  improved  knowledge ;  and  they  aided  the 
progress  of  literary  culture."  ^ 

On  one  occasion  a  duel  between  Coleman  and  Cheetham  was  arranged, 
but  after  considerable  negotiation  between  the  friends  of  the  parties 
Judge  Brockholst  Livingston,  in  order  to  prevent  the  meeting,  had  the 
principals  arrested.  Thus  hostilities  ended.  But  out  of  the  affair  grew 
another  quarrel  which  led  to  one  of  the  most  diabolical  duels  in  the 
annals  of  dueling.  Thompson,  one  of  Cheetham's  friends,  the  brother 
of  Jeremiah  Thompson,  once  collector  of  the  port,  threw  some  doubt  on 
Coleman's  courage,  and  said  he  "  had  shown  tlie  white  feather."  Wliere- 
upon  Coleman  challenged  Tliompson.  Washington  Morton  carried  the 
fatal  missive.  Cheetham  acted  as  Tliompson's  second.  The  duel  took 
place  in  Love  Lane,  now  Twenty-first  Street.^     It  was  in  the  year  1803. 

1  Old  Ncu-  York,  by  Dr.  Francis,  \).  335  ;  Hlstonj  of  Journcdisin,  by  Hudson,  p.  146,  217  ; 
Hiklrcth,  II.  453.      T/w  NeivYork  Evening)  Post  was  tir.st  i.ssued  November  16,  1801. 

-  The  })Iai>e  of  thi.s  duel  has  been  variously  located.  Some  writers  say  it  was  at  or  near 
Washington  Snuaro,  then  the  Potters'  Field,  but  i.ove  I. am'  is  undoubtedly  correct. 
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All  anonymous  letter  was  received  in  the  morning  by  a  well-known 
])liysician  and  surgeon,  stating  that  at  nine  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  that 
day  he  would  find  on  the  south  side  of  the  Bowling  Green,  at  the  foot 
of  Broadway,  a  horse  and  gig,  which  he  was  desired  to  appropriate  and 
drive  to  a  spot  designated,  where  his  services  might  be  required.  It  was 
a  moonlight  night,  and  finding  the  gig  as  stated,  he  obeyed  the  request, 
reaching  the  point  in  time  to  hear  pistol-shots,  and  see  one  man  holding 

up  another.    A  voice  called  to  him  :  "  Are  you  Dr. ? "   He  replied  in 

the  affirmative.  "  This  gentleman  requires  your  assistance,"  continued 
the  speaker,  who  was  no  other  than  Cheetbam,  "  be  good  enough  to  take 
charge  of  him  and  place  him  with  his  friends  "  ;  then  gently  laid  the  figure 
he  held  upon  the  ground,  and  disappeared  in  the  same  direction  as  Cole^ 
man  and  his  second.  The  surgeon  raised  the  bleeding  man,  stanched 
his  wound  as  well  as  he  was  able,  but  saw  that  it  was  mortal.  He  bore 
him  dying  to  the  house  of  his  sister  in  the  city,  laid  him  upon  the  door- 
step, rang  the  bell,  and  departed.  When  the  family  found  him,  he  was 
alone,  and  with  a  heroism  worthy  of  a  better  cause  refused  to  disclose  the 
name  of  his  antagonist,  or  give  any  account  of  the  affair.  He  simply 
said  he  had  been  honorably  treated,  and  requested  that  no  effort  should 
be  made  to  find  or  molest  the  parties  concerned.  He  died,  and  Coleman 
attended  to  his  business  as  usual. 

Jefferson  regarded  the  religion  of  the  country  as  no  better  tlian  a  mis- 
chievous delusion.  John  Jay,  Hamilton,  and  other  leading  men  of  the 
Federal  party  believed  that  religion  furnished  the  only  solid  support  for 
morality.  Jefferson  detested  the  clergy,  who  were  constantly  twitting  him 
about  his  infidel  opinions.  The  Federalists  respected  the  clergy  as  men 
of  superior  education,  intelligence,  and  character,  who  in  conjunction  with 
the  lawyers  were  as  much  the  natural  leaders  of  New  England  opinion  as 
the  slaveholding  planters  were  the  natural  political  leaders  in  Virginia. 
Jefferson  commiserated  the  unfortunate  priest-ridden  communities,  led  by 
the  nose  by  a  body  of  men  at  enmity  against  science  and  truth  and  popu- 
lar rights ;  while  the  Federalists  requested  to  be  informed  in  what 
respect  the  religious  bigotry  of  the  clergy  was  at  all  worse  than  Jefferson's 
political  bigotry  ? 

Jefferson  abolished  levees,  lest  the  custom  introduced  by  Washington 
lead  to  the  ceremonials  of  a  court.  The  Federalists  said  it  was  because 
the  new  city  of  Washington  was  nothing  but  a  little  village  in  the  woods, 
where  there  was  no  occasion  lor  levees.  Airs.  Madison  revived  the  usage 
eight  years  later,  and  it  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  Jefferson 
abolished  the  kingly  custom  of  speeches  and  answers  at  the  opening  of 
Congress,  substitutinu;  a  written  message  to  be  read  h\  the  clerk.     The 
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Federalists  maliciously  suggested  it  was  on  account  of  Jefferson's  tall 
ungainly  figure,  and  total  destitution  of  gifts  as  a  public  speaker.  It  was 
told  in  France  that  Jefferson  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration  "  rode  on 
horseback  to  the  capital  without  a  single  guard  or  even  a  servant  in  his 
traiu,  dismounted  without  assistance,  and  hitched  the  bridle  of  his  horse 
to  the  palisades."  However  that  may  have  been,  he  was  scarcely  less 
ibnd  of  fine  horses  than  Washington  himself.  Within  two  months  after 
becondug  President  he  purchased  four  liery  full-blooded  bays  for  the  use 
of  his  carriage  in  Washington.  His  coachman,  Joseph  Dougherty,  writes 
Miss  Eandolph,  Jefferson's  great  granddaughter,  "  was  never  so  happy  as 
when  seated  on  the  box  behind  this  spirited  and  showy  team."  On  his 
journeys  to  Monticello  Jefferson  usu- 
ally traveled  in  his  phaeton,  or  in  a  SSZ" 
one-horse  chair  —  a  favorite  ^•ehiele  at  ^m'^ 
that  time  in  Xew  York  City.  Hamilton  |  1' 
possessed  a  similar  horse  cliair  in  which  ^^■^-^""^ 

he  drove  daily  from  his  place  of  busi-  ^^^^ ^  j,'^ ^ 

ness  in  the  city  to  his  country-seat  on 
Washington  Heiglits  during  the  last 
two  years  of  his  life. 

■^  ,  ^     .  One-Horse  Chair,  1802. 

It  seems  that  Jenersnn,  whue  giv- 
ing up  many  of  the  forms,  clung  witli  instinctive  tenacity  to  the  sub- 
stance of  power.  His  theories  A\ere  not  alisolutely  practical.  He  found 
it  wise  and  well  in  the  constructive  part  of  politics  to  copy  the  models 
he  had  so  vigorously  criticised.  And  as  regards  the  machinery  of  govern- 
ment prepared  by  the  Federalists,  it  was  adopted  by  the  Eepublicans 
without  essential  change. 

Hamilton  had  purchased  an  estate  and  Ijuilt  a  country  mansion  on  the 
upper  part  of  Manhattan  Island,  then  eight  or  more  miles  from  the  city, 
which  lie  called  "  The  Grange,"  from  the  ancestral  seat  of  his  grandfather 
in  Scotland.  The  timber  for  the  house  is  said  to  have  been  a  present 
from  Mrs.  Hamilton's  father,  General  Schuyler.  Its  situation  was  com- 
manding, about  half-way  between  the  Hudson  and  Harlem  Rivers.  It 
was  a  square  wooden  structure  of  two  stories,  with  large  roomy  basement, 
ornamental  balustrades,  and  immense  chimney-stacks.  Its  rooms  were 
spacious  and  numerous,  its  drawing-room  doors  were  mirrors,  and  its 
M'oiknianship  generally  solid  and  substantial.  To  this  pleasant  home 
Hamilton  removed  his  family  in  the  spring  of  1802.  He  attended 
personally  to  the  embellishment  of  his  grounds,  the  planting  of 
lloweis,  of  shrubbery,  and  of  trees.  He  wrote  to  Pinckuey  for  some  Car'o- 
lina  melon-seeds  for  his  new  garden,  and  some  paroquets  for  his  daughter, 
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remarking,  "  A  garden,  you  know,  is  a  very  usual  refuge  for  a  disappointed 
politician."    He  planted  a  grove  of  thirteen  gum-trees  a  few  rods  from  the 

house,    to     symbolize 
V     iiJ^"'^    ^  ""^--  tJi<i   thirteen    original 

,  Z'  '   '^^  /        ^  i-  ^\       '"States  of  the  Union  — 

which,  having  reached 
majestic  proportions, 
still  survive,  and  are 
deftly  sliown  in  the 
sketch. 

On  the  23d  of  June 
Vice-1'resident  Burr's 
l.iu^htii  Theodosia  arrived  from 
South  Caiolm.i  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
the  summei  m  New  York.  She  wrote  to 
her  husband  the  next  day:  "I  have  just 
returned  from  a  ride  in  the  country  and 
a  visit  to  Richmond  Hill.  Never  did  I 
behold  this  island  so  beautiful.  The  va- 
riety of  vivid  greens;  the  finely  cultivated 
fields  and  gardens,  the  neat,  cool  air  of  the 
cit's  boxes,  peeping  through  straight  rows 
of  tall  poplars,  and  the  elegance  of  some 
gentlemen's  seats,  commanding  a  view  of 
the  majestic  Hudson  and  the  high  dark 
shores  of  New  Jersey,  altogether  form  a 
scene  so  lively,  so  touching,  and  to  me  so 
new,  that  I  was  in  constant  rapture."  Two  days  later  she  wrote:  "I 
dined  the  other  day  with  Mrs.  Montgomery.  The  Chancellor  (Livingston) 
has  sent  her  out  a  list  of  statues,  which  are  to  be  so  exactly  imitated  in 
plaster  as  to  leave  the  difference  of  materials  only.  The  statues  are  the 
Apollo  Belvedere,  Venus  de'  Medicis,  Laocoon  and  his  children,  Antinous, 
and  some  others.  The  patriotic  citizens  of  New  York  are  now  subscrib- 
ing to  the  importation  of  a  set  here  for  the  good  of  the  public.  If  they 
are  really  perfect  imitations,  they  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  city." 
Vice-President  Burr  had  for  some  years  lived  in  a  style  of  ostentatious 
elegance.  He  had  a  handsomely  furnished  city  home  in  addition  to  his 
country  residence  at  Richmond  Hill,  a  numerous  retinue  of  servants,  a 
Frencli  cook,  half  a  dozen  fine  horses,  one  of  the  largest  and  best  chosen 
libraries  in  the  city,  and  the  walls  of  both  his  houses  were  liung  with 
paintings  that  ministered  to  a  refined  and  cultivated  taste.     Riolimond 
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Hill  was  without  exception  the  most  ilelightful  country-seat  on  the 
island.  It  was  a  frame  building  of  massive  architecture,  with  a  lofty 
portico  supported  by  Ionic  columns,  the  front  walls  decorated  with  pilas- 
ters of  the  same  order,  and  distinguished  on  every  side  by  rich  though  sober 
ornament.  It  was  historically  attractive,  having  been  tlie  headquarters  of 
Washington  in  177(3,  as  the  reader  will  remember  ;  Lord  Dorchester,  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  and  other  English  noblemen  were  dwellers  under  its  roof 
during  the  war ;  it  was  the  home  of  Vice-President  Adams  while  New 
York  was  the  capital  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  had  been  the  scene  of 
many  a  notable  festival.  Vice-President  Burr,  not  less  than  his  prede- 
cessors, had  thrown  open  its  doors  to  distinguished  guests,  Jerome  Bona- 
parte was  entertained  at  dinner,  and  at  breakfast,  by  Burr  just  before  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Patterson,  large  companies  being  invited  to  meet  him 
on  both  occasions.  Talleyrand  and  Volney  were  frequent  visitors  while 
they  were  in  this  country ;  and  almost  every  European  personage  of  note 
was  from  time  to  time  welcomed  by  its  courtly  i)roprietor. 

Theodosia  Burr,  whose  beauty,  wit,  and  melancholy  history  constitute 
one  of  the  most  romantic  chapters  of  American  private  life,  was  the  idol 
of  her  father,  and,  after  the  death  of  jMrs.  Burr,  his  pupil,  confidant,  and 
friend.  She  became  one  of  the  best  educated  women  of  her  time  and  country. 
During  her  father's  public  life  she  translated  for  his  use  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  into  the  French  language.  While  Burr  was  a  sen- 
ator in  Pliiladelphia  Brant  visited  the  Quaker  City,  creating  a  .sensation. 
Burr  entertained  him  at  dinner  in  company  with  Talleyrand,  Volney,  and 
(jther  notable  characters.  When  Brant  left  for  New  York  he  bore  a 
letter  from  Burr  to  his  daughter  Theodosia,  who  was  then  fourteen  years 
of  age.  The  graceful  girl  received  the  forest  chief  with  courtesy,  and 
tendered  the  hospitalities  of  her  father's  house  by  giving  him  a  dinner- 
party, choosing  for  her  guests  some  of  the  most  eminent  gentlemen  of 
the  city,  among  whom  were  Bishop  Moore,  Dr.  Bard,  and  ifr.  Hosack. 
She  wrote  to  her  father  that  in  marketing  for  the  occasion  she  was  puzzled 
to  know  what  dishes  would  suit  the  palate  of  a  savage  warrior!  In  view 
of  the  many  tales  she  had  heard  of 

"  The  cainiilials  that  each  other  eat, 
The  aiithiop()[)hagi,  and  men  whose  heads 
Do  Ltrow  beneath  their  shoulders," 

*'  she  had  a  mind."  she  said,  "  to  lay  the  hospital  under  contribution  for 
a  human  head  to  be  served  up  like  a  boar's  head  in  ancient  hall  barbaric. 
I>ut  after  all  he  was  a  most  Christian  and  civilized  guest  in  his  manners." 
The  marriage  of  Theodosia  in  1801  to  Joseph  Alston,  of  South  Carolina, 
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afterwards  governor  of  his  native  State,  by  no  means  terminated  the  play- 
ful, tender,  confiding  relations  between  the  father  and  daughter.  Their 
letters  were  constantly  flying  backward  and  forward  to  each  other.     lUirr 

still  guided  her 
intellectual  tastes. 
"  Ik'tter  lose  your 
head  than  your 
Iiabits  of  study," 
he  wrote.  And 
Theodosia  amused 
her  father  with  lier 
sprightly  humor 
and  cheered  him 
with  her  affection. 
She  visited  him 
frequently,  and  de- 
clared on  all  oc- 
casions that  the 
society  of  New 
York  was  so  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the 
South  that  a  wo- 
man must  be  a  fool 
who  denied  it. 

The  lovely  Theo- 
dosia was  often  a 
guest  of  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton. Inileed,  there  had  always  been  friendly  visiting  between  the  fami- 
lies, and  Hamilton  himself  dined  at  Burr's  table  occasionally,  and  Burr 
at  Hamilton's.  They  met  also  at  the  houses  of  common  friends,  and  con- 
sulted together  on  points  of  law.  Theodosia  was  much  petted  and 
caressed  by  the  Livingstons.  She  was  invited  with  others  a  few  weeks 
prior  to  her  wedding  by  Mayor  Edward  Livingston  to  visit  a  frigate 
then  lying  in  the  harbor.  One  of  the  mayor's  characteristic  puns  on 
the  occasion  is  related  by  his  biographer.  On  the  way  Livingston,  in 
the  liveliest  manner,  exclaimed,  "Now,  Theodosia,  you  nmst  bring  none 
of  your  sparks  on  1)oard.  They  have  a  magazine  there,  and  we  should 
all  be  blown  up." 

Meanwhile  Vice-President  Burr  was  using  exexy  means  to  create  a 
party  of  his  own.  He  aimed  to  be  an  independent  power  in  politics. 
He  never  quarreled  openly  with  the  Presitleut,  altlinugh  it  was  well  un- 
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derstood  that  the  two  chiefs  were  at  cross  purposes  as  far  as  party  mau- 
agemeiit  was  concerned.  Burr  dined  \\'ith  Jeflerson  occasionally.  He 
was  also  on  formal  terms  of  friendship  with  Secretary  jVIadison.  Theo- 
dosia  and  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Madison  were  apparently  intimate.  But 
Jefferson's  distrust  was  on  the  increase.  Burr  was  deeply  angered  when 
he  lost  his  seat  in  1802  through  Clintonian  influence,  after  a  hotly  con- 
tested election,  as  director  of  the  Manhattan  Bank  in  New  York.  Hence- 
forward the  influence  and  power  of  that  institution  were  used  against  the 
man  to  whom  it  owed  its  existence.  John  Swartwout,  who  also  lost  his 
seat  in  the  directorship,  was  one  of  Burr's  most  devoted  friends,  and  loudly 
accused  De  Witt  Clinton  of  opposing  Burr  on  personal  and  selfish  grounds. 
Clinton,  hearing  of  it,  called  him  "  a  liar,  a  scoundrel,  and  a  villain."  The 
result  was  a  challenge  from  Swartwout,  which  ended  in  a  duel  at 
Hoboken,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  conflicts  of  the  kind  that  ever 
occurred  in  this  country.  Clinton's  second  was  Eichard  Eiker,  afterward 
City  Eecorder,  and  Swartwout's  was  Colonel  W.  S.  Smith.  The  surgeons 
were  John  H.  Douglass  and  Isaac  Ledyard.  The  arrangements  were 
elaborate  and  positive,  being  drawn  up  formally  in  ten  articles 
and  duly  signed.  The  newspapers  of  the  day  described  the  scene 
on  the  ground.  The  first  fire  was  ineffectual.  Clinton  through  his 
second  asked  Swartwout  if  he  was  satisfied,  who  replied  in  the  negative. 
They  fired  again  without  effect,  and  Clinton  made  the  same  inquiries  and 
received  the  same  answers.  A  third  shot  was  exchanged  without  injury, 
although  the  ball  passed  through  Clinton's  coat.  Again  Clinton  dis- 
claimed having  any  enmity  towards  Swartwout  and  asked  if  he  was  satis- 
fied. Swartwout  responded  promptly  and  positively  in  the  negative  until 
a  written  apology  was  signed.  Clinton  read  the  paper,  and  handed  it  back, 
saying  he  would  sooner  fire  all  night  than  ask  Swartwout's  pardon.  The 
parties  again  took  their  stations  and  fired  a  fourtli  shot ;  Clinton's  ball 
struck  Swartwout's  leg  a  little  below  the  knee.  Clinton  offered  to  shake 
hands  and  bury  the  circumstances  in  oblivion  ;  but  Swartwout,  standing 
erect,  positively  declined  anything  short  of  an  ample  apology,  and  they  fired 
the  fifth  shot,  Swartwout  receiving  another  ball  in  the  left  leg  about  five 
inches  above  the  ankle.  Swartwout  coolly  insisted  upon  taking  another 
shot,  but  Clinton  left  his  place  and  refused  to  fire  again.  The  surgeons 
dressed  Swartwout's  wounds,  and  all  returned  to  the  city.  It  is  said  that 
after  the  last  shot  Clinton  approached  Swartwout,  and  offering  his  hand 
said,  "  I  am  sorry  I  have  hurt  you  so  much."  Then  turning  to  Colonel 
Smith,  added,  "  I  wish  I  had  the  |?r/;ic«)j«/  here,"  referring  to  Vice-Presi- 
dent Burr.  The  next  year  De  Witt  Clinton  was  challenged  by  Senator 
Dayton  of  Xew  Jersev,  another  of  Burr's  adherents,  but  the  matter  was 
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peacefully  arranged.  A  iew  months  later  Iticbard  liiker  fought  with 
Itobert  Swart wout  and  was  severely  wounded. 

The  erection  of  a  new  City  Hall,  only  fourteen  years  from  the  time  of 
the  liberal  expenditures  upon  Federal  Hall  in  Wall  Street  prior  to  Wash- 
ington's inauguration,  indicates  the  extraordinary  growth  of  the  city 
during  that  short  period.  Mayor  Edward  Livingston  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  the  new  structure  in  1803.  The  barren  and  uninviting 
common  assumed  a  new  character,  and  the  church-goers  paused 
every  summer  morning,  before  entering  the  sanctuary  on  the  corner  of 
Beekman  Street,  to  note  the  progress  of  the  builders.  The  front  and  the 
eastern  and  western  sides  were  constructed  of  white  marble,  but  a  dark- 
colored  stone  was  thought  good  enough  for  the  rear  or  northern  wall,  since 
"  it  would  be  out  of  siglit  to  all  the  M^orld."  /A/^-t  ^^-     "v   ju  i  ^  ^  i , ,.  •;  - 

An  appalling  visitation  of  yellow  fever  not  only  suspended  the  work  in 
July,  but  spread  consternation  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Xew  York.  The  fir-st  case  was  announced  on  the  20th,  and  by 
the  1st  of  August  the  public  alarm  was  so  great  and  universal  that  all  who 
could  leave  the  city  had  fled  to  places  of  safety.  Mayor  Livingston  re- 
mained at  his  post,  regarding  himself  bound,  as  by  a  sacred  contract,  to  face 
the  terrible  enemy,  and  alleviate  suffering  to  the  extent  of  liis  power.  It 
was  a  display  of  heroic  philanthropy  which  a  lifetime  of  ordinary  official 
duty  would  never  have  called  into  exercise.  He  visited  the  hospitals  every 
day,  required  all  new  cases  in  any  part  of  the  city  to  be  reported  to  him 
personally,  supplied  the  needs  of  the  poor,  encouraged  nurses  and  physi- 
cians by  his  presence  and  his  undismayed  cheerfulness,  and  even  went 
about  the  streets  at  night  to  see  for  himself  if  the  watchmen  were 
vigilant. 

The  scourge  continued  until  the  end  of  October.  The  fearless  mayor 
did  not  escape.  He  was  seized  with  the  fever  in  the  latter  part  of 
September,  but  recovered  after  a  severe  illness.  While  he  was  lying 
very  low  he  was  the  object  of  extraordinary  popular  gratitude  and  regard. 
His  physician,  calling  for  Madeira  to  administer  to  him,  found  that  not 
a  bottle  of  that  or  of  any  other  wine  was  left  in  his  cellar,  he  having  be- 
stowed it  all  upon  others.  As  soon  as  the  fact  became  known  the  best 
wines  were  sent  in  from  every  direction.  Young  men  vied  with  each 
other  for  the  privilege  of  watching  at  his  bedside.  And  a  crowd  thronged 
Broadway  near  his  door  or  loitered  in  the  Bowling  Green  to  obtain  the 
latest  news  of  his  condition. 

His  convalescence  was  announced  in  the  newspapers  and  hailed  with 
joy  by  the  whole  city.  He  had,  however,  arisen  from  a  sick-bed  to 
encounter  a   new  trial.     While  the  pestilence  was  raging  lie  discovered 
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that  a  coutidential  clerk  had  embezzled  a  large  portion  of  the  public  funds 
consigned  to  his  charge.  With  too  many  irons  in  the  fire,  he  had  im- 
prudently left  the  management  of  money  affairs  to  subordinates,  and  thus, 
to  his  keen  mortification,  found  himself  indebted  to  the  United  States, 
without  means  in  his  possession  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt.  He  at 
once  voluntarily  surrendered  all  his  property  for  the  security  of  the  gov- 
ernment. He  then  resigned  both  his  offices,  although  offering  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  mayor  until  the  restoration  of  the  public  health. 

In  April  of  the  same  year  the  diplomacy  of  Chancellor  Livingston 
at  the  Court  of  France  resulted  in  a  national  bargain  with  Napoleon 
for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  —  or  the  Province  of  Orleans,  compris- 
ing the  present  States  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota, Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  the  Indian  Territory  —  which  not  only 
added  an  enormous  territory  to  the  United  States,  but  secured  com- 
pensation for  the  numerous  spoliations  by  the  French  on  our  com- 
merce. This  vast  region  had  been  recovered  to  France  from  Spain  by 
Napoleon  in  1800  ;  and  through  Chancellor  Livingston's  masterly  man- 
•agement,  aided  by  James  Monroe,  who  arrived  in  Paris  a  few  days  before 
the  negotiation  was  concluded,  it  was  actually  sold  to  the  United  States 
for  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  The  American  flag  was  first  raised 
in  New  Orleans  on  the  20th  of  December,  1803. 

Edward  Livingston  had  been  in  close  correspondence  with  his  brother 
■on  the  subject,  and  the  prospect  suddenly  opening  to  New  Orleans  of 
becoming  a  great  commercial  city,  and  to  Louisiana  of  becoming  a  mother 
of  many  States,  he  determined  to  repair  to  the  new  territory  and  try  to 
mend  his  fortunes.  He  understood  the  French  language,  and  in  entering 
upon  practice  at  the  New  Orleans  bar  frequently  argued  his  cases  in  that 
tongue.  The  records  of  the  court  were  kept  in  English.  But  it  was  often 
necessary,  and  it  was  the  constant  practice,  to  translate  the  pleadings  and 
afterwards  all  the  evidence  into  French,  Spanish,  or  German,  and  some- 
times into  all  these,  in  order  to  reach  the  comprehension  6f  the  whole 
jury.  A  sworn  interpreter  was  attached  to  the  court,  but  Livingston 
spoke  all  these  languages  himself,  which  reflects  much  credit  upon  his 
New  York  education. 

De  Witt  Clinton  was  appointed  Mayor  of  New  York  City  in  place  of 
Edward  Livingston.  He  was  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  having 
been  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  1802  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Gen- 
eral John  Armstrong,  and  taken  a  seat  by  the  side  of  Gouverneur  Morris. 
But  there  was  a  degree  and  variety  of  power  in  the  mayoralty  of  the 
metropolis  at  that  time  for  which  a  senatorship  might  well  be  exchanged. 
Thus  he  resigned  his  post  as  a  senator  to  accept  and  enter  upon  hi.s  duties 
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as  a  mayor.  He  was  but  thirty-four  years  of  age,  active,  resolute,  and 
eminently  progressive.  His  brain  was  prolific  in  civic  and  philantliropic 
schemes.  What  Franklin  in  his  generation  did  for  PhiladeliiJ^iia,  De 
Witt  Clinton,  half  a  century  later,  accomplished  for  New  York.  But  we 
will  not  anticipate. 

Vice-President  Burr  found,  as  the  new  year  opened,  that  his  political  for- 
tunes were  less  promising  than  hitherto.     His  aspirations  for  tlie 
Presidency  of  the  nation  might  as  well  be  buried.     In  politics  he 
never  had   any  real   basis,  such  as  ideas  of  magnitude,  strong  convic- 
tions,  or   important   originations.      His    peculiar   gifts    were   rather  to 
charm  individuals  than  multitudes.     On  the  5th  of  January  he 
wrote  Theodosia  of  the   marriage  of  Jerome  Bonaparte  to  ]\Iiss 
Patterson  of  Baltimore,  which  occurred  in  December.     On  the  17th  he 
wrote  her  again  from  Washington :  "  Of  my  plans  for  the  spring 
'  nothing  can  be  said,  for  nothing  is  resolved.     ]\Iadame  Bonaparte 
passed  a  week  here.     She  is  a  charming  little  woman  ;  just  the  size  and 
nearly  the  figure  of  Theodosia  Burr  Alston ;  by  some  thought  a  little  like 
her ;  perhaps  not  so  well  in  the  shoulders ;  dresses  with  taste  and  sim- 
plicity ;  has  sense  and  spirit  and  sprightliness."     On  the  30th  he 
'  described  to  Theodosia  his  journey  from  Washington  to  New  York 
with  a  foot  depth  of  snow  upon  the  ground.    He  wrote :  "  The  Vice-President 
having  with  great  judgment  and  science  calculated  the  gradations  of  cold 
in  different  latitudes,  discovered  that  for  every  degree  he  should  go  north 
he  might  count  on  four  and  a  half  inches  of  snow.     Thus  he  was  sure  of 
sixteen  and  a  half   inches  at    Philadelphia,  twenty-one  inches  at  New 
York,  and  so  for  all  intermediate  space.     Hence  he  wisely  concluded  to 
take  off  the  wheels  from  his  coachee  and  set  it  on  runners.     This  was  no 
sooner  resolved  than  done.     With  his  sleigh  and  four  horses  he  arrived 
at  Baltimore  at  early  dinner.     Passed  the  evening  with  Madame  Bona- 
parte; all  very  charming.     Came  off  this  morning;  fine  sleighing.    Within 
si.\  miles  of  the  Susquehanna  the  snow  appeared  thin ;    within  four, 
the  ground  was  bare.     He  dragged  on  to  Havre  de  Grace,  and  here  he  is 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  forlorn   dilemma.     Having  neither  wife  nor 
daughter  near  on  whom  to  vent  spleen  renders  the  case  more  deplor- 
able."    He  added  a  note  to  this  letter  before  it  was  mailed :  "  I  left  my 
runners  and  got  wheels  at  Philadelphia." 

At  a  caucus  in  February  Jefferson  was  unanimously  nominated  for 
re-election ;  and  Governor  George  Clinton  was  substituted  ft>r  Burr  as 
a  candidate  for  Vice-President.  There  was  to  be  an  election  for  governor 
in  New  York,  and  since  Burr  was  left  out  of  the  national  nominations  he 
resolved  to  see  what  he  could  do  through  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  his 
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own  State.  The  independent  party  known  as  Burrites  had  become  a  i-ec- 
ognized  power  in  New  York,  and  might  draw  assistance  from  both  the  Fed- 
eralists and  Republicans.  Attack  the  aristocratic  combination  of  the 
Clintons  and  Livingstons  on  the  one  hand,  and  that  of  Hamilton  and  the 
Schuylers  on  the  other,  and  multitudes  would  cleave  to  a  leader  who  had 
no  band  of  brothers  to  unite  in  appropriating  the  wealth,  the  patronage, 
and  the  authority  of  the  State.  "  We  must  make  family  influence  un- 
popular, and  New  York  will  be  ours,"  said  Burr  to  one  of  his  warm  parti- 
sans on  the  evening  after  his  arrival  from  ^Vashington.  He  spent  about 
two  weeks  in  the  city  before  returning  to  the  seat  of  government.  He 
had  always  possessed  the  rare  faculty  of  inspiring  reckless  young  men 
with  his  own  daring ;  and  mild-tempered  elderly  gentlemen  were  greatly 
attached  to  him.  There  was  still  another  element,  comprehending  men 
of  all  ages,  which  would  be  a  substantial  support  in  the  emergency.  It 
was  the  new  population  of  the  State  and  city  which  had  been  pouring  in 
from  other  States,  particularly  from  New  England,  freighted  with  all  the 
accumulated  piques  and  prejudices  of  a  century  against  the  ruling  fami- 
lies of  New  York,  with  whom  they  had  no  blood  connection  or  natural 
sympathy.  Burr  stood  before  them  in  his  prime,  brilliant,  cheerful, 
witty,  fascinating,  with  a  sharp,  kindly  black  eye  —  a  lithe,  stylish,  capti- 
vating man,  with  remarkable  elegance  of  address.  Nothing  daunted  him. 
Nothing  depressed  him.     Just  before  leaving  New  Y^rk  on  his 

°         ^        .  .      «  Feb.  16. 

return  to  Washington  he  wrote  to  Theodosia :  "  The  Clintons,  Liv- 
ingstons, etc.,  bad  not  at  the  last  advice  from  Albany  decided  on  their 
candidate  for  governor.     Hamilton  is  intriguing  for  any  candidate  who 
can  have  a  chance  of  success  against  A.  B.     He  would  doubtless  become 
the  advocate  even  of  De  Witt  Clinton  if  he  should  be  the  opponent." 

Two  days  later  Vice-President  Burr  was  announced  as  an  independent 
candidate   for    governor   of  New   York.     On  the  20th   the  Ee- 

°  Feb  20. 

publicans  nominated  Judge  Morgan  Lewis  for  governor,  and  John 
Broome  for  lieutenant-governor. 

The  storm  commenced  forthwith.  It  was  the  most  inclement  March 
the  political  world  of  New  York  had  ever  known.  The  newspapers  were 
tilled  with  disgusting  personalities  ;  and  the  war  of  words  raged  unabated 
up  to  the  very  day  of  the  election  in  April.  Burr's  private  character, 
which  no  one  could  honestly  defend,  was  assailed  in  the  most  obnoxious 
manner.  But  the  Burrites  dwelt  continually  upon  his  admirable  fitness 
for  office  because  he  had  no  train  of  family  connections  to  quarter  upon 
the  public  treasury.  It  is  curiously  interesting  to  trace  the  course  of 
human  perversity  and  absurdity  in  both  instances.  It  does  not  appear 
that  our  predecessors  were  any  wiser  than  ourselves. 
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Burr's  equanimity  of  temper   was    undisturbed  through   it  all.     He 

wrote  to  Theodosia  ou  the  28th  of  March :  "  They  are  very  busy 

here  about  an  election  between  jNIorgan  Lewis  and  A.  Burr  ;  the 

former  supported  by  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons,  the  latter  ^tr  sr.     \ 

would  send  you  some  new  and  amusing  libels  against  the  Vice-President, 

but  as  you  did  not  send  me  the  speech  ....  it  may  not  be  desired.    I  shall 

get  the  speech,  no  thanks  to  you  ;  there  is  a  copy  in  Philadelphia,  for  which 

I  have  written,  and  it  will  come  endorsed  by  the  fair  hand  of  Celeste. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  is  here ;  a  frank,  unassuming,  sensible  man  of  about 

thirty.     He  dines  with  me  on  Monday."     In  the  midst  of  the 

April  25  . 

election  tempest  Burr  wrote  to  his  daughter  in  a  similar  easy, 
gossiping  strain :  "  The  thing  began  yesterday,  and  will  terminate  to- 
morrow. My  headquarters  are  in  John  Street,  and  I  have,  since  begin- 
ning this  letter,  been  already  three  times  interrupted."  In  regard  to 
summer  arrangements  he  added :  "  You  take  Pdchmond  Hill ;  bring  no 
horse  nor  carriage.  I  have  got  a  nice,  new,  beautiful  little  chariot,  made 
purposely  to  please  you.  I  have  also  a  new  coachee,  very  light,  on  an 
entirely  new  construction,  invented  by  the  Vice-President.  Now  these 
two  machines  are  severally  adapted  to  two  horses,  and  you  may  take 
your  choice  of  them.  Of  horses,  I  have  five  ;  three  always  and  wholly 
at  your  devotion,  and  the  whole  fi^'e  occasionally.  Harry  and  Sam  are 
both  good  coachmen,  either  at  your  orders.  Of  servants,  there  are  enough 
for  family  purposes.  Mr.  Alston  may  bring  a  footman.  Anything  further 
will  be  useless  ;  he  may,  however,  bring  six  or  eight  of  them  if  he  like. 
The  cellars  and  garrets  are  well  stocked  with  wine,  having  had  a  great 
sui)ply  last  fall."  Before  closing  this  peculiar  epistle  Burr  added,  "  I 
forgot  to  speak  of  the  election.  Both  parties  claim  majorities,  and  there 
never  was,  in  my  opinion,  an  election  of  the  result  of  which  so  little 
Judgment  could  be  formed." 

In  the  city  of  New  York  Burr  actually  received  a  majority  of  perhaps 

one  hundred  votes.     But  returns  from  the  country  dispelled  the 

brief  exultation.    Morgan  Lewis  was  elected  by  a  large  majority. 

Burr  attributed  his  defeat  mainly  to  the  powerful  influence  of  Hamilton, 

who  took  no  active  part  in  the  canvass,  but  whose  opinions  were  freely 

and  perpetually  quoted  by  those  who  did.     Burr  may  have  thought  that 

Hamilton  was  the  only  obstacle  to  his  triumphant  formation  of  a  great 

national  independent  party,  with  possibilities  of  reward  in  the  highest 

gift  of  the  people  at  the  end  of  another  four  years.     Parton  says :  "  Burr's 

spirits  rode  as  buoyantly  and  as  safely  over  all  disasters  as  a  cork  over  the 

cataract  of  Niagara."     Hamilton  had  won  immense  glory  this  very  spring 

by  defending,  at  Albany,  before   Chief  Justice  Lewis  of  the  Supreme 
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Court,  with  unparalleled  eloquence,  an  editor  of  a  Hudson  newspaper  who 
had  been  indicted  for  a  libel  on  President  Jefferson.  Hamilton  had  volun- 
teered to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  press ;  and  he  denounced  the  maxim, 
"  The  greater  the  truth  the  greater  the  libel,"  at  least  in  its  relation  to 
political  publications,  as  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  American 
institutions.  His  argument  was  electrical  in  its  effects  ujjon  his  audience, 
and  it  resulted  in  the  law  of  libels  being  eventually  placed  upon  a  true 
and  correct  foundation,  perfectly  consistent  with  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  the  protection  of  the  good  name  and  reputation  uf  every  in- 
dividual citizen. 

Hamilton  had  always  spoken  of  Burr  as  a  dangerous  man.  He  had  no 
faith  in  him.  He  regarded  him  as  an  unprincipled,  reckless,  cool,  design- 
ing villain,  both  in  his  private  as  well  as  in  his  political  character,  and  had 
never  hesitated  to  express  that  opinion  while  warning  his  Federal  friends 
against  Burr's  arts  and  intrigues.  During  the  election  struggle  two  letters 
from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Charles  D.  Cooper  were  published  containing  the  two 
following  paragraphs :  "  General  Hamilton  and  Judge  Kent  have  declared,  in 
substance,  that  they  looked  upon  Mr.  Burr  to  be  a  dangerous  man,  and  one 
who  ought  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  reins  of  government";  and,  "  I  could 
<letail  to  you  a  still  more  despicable  opinion  which  General  Ham- 
ilton has  expressed  of  Mr.  Burr."  It  was  some  weeks  after  the 
election  before  these  came  under  Burr's  notice,  but  he  immediately  re- 
solved to  make  them  the  excuse  for  forcing  Hamilton  into  a  duel. 

William  P.  Van  Ness,  a  young  lawyer  who  was  devoted  to  Burr,  was 
the  bearer  of  Cooper's  printed  letters  to  Hamilton,  with  a  note  from 
Burr  himself  demanding  "  a  prompt  and  unqualified  acknowledgment  or 
denial  of  the  use  of  any  expressions  whicli  would  warrant  Cooper's  as- 
sertions." 

Hamilton  had  not  before  that  moment  seen  Cooper's  letter,  but  he 
perceived  a  settled  intention  of  fixing  a  quarrel  upon  him.  He  de- 
clined an  immediate  answer ;  on  the  20th  he  wrote  at  consider- 
able length,  declining  to  be  interrogated  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
inferences  which  others  might  have  drawn  from  what  he  had  said  of  a 
political  opponent  during  fifteen  years'  competition.  He  said  he  could 
not  enter  into  any  explanations  upon  a  basis  so  vague.  But  intimated 
Ins  readiness  to  avow  or  disavow  any  definite  opinion  he  had  expressed 
respecting  any  gentleman.  Burr  replied  with  sharp  directness,  and 
oflensively  criticised  Hamilton's  letter.  "  Political  opposition  can  never 
absolve  gentlemen  from  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  laws 
of  honor  and  the  rules  of  decorum,"  he  said,  in  short,  he  required  a 
general   disavowal,  on  the   part  of  Hamilton,  of  any  intention,  in  any 
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conversation  he  niigLt  have  ever  held,  to  convey  impressions  derogatory 
to  his  honor. 

It  was  quite  out  of  the  question  for  Hamilton  to  make  any  such  dis- 
avowal. But  desirous  of  depriving  Burr  of  any  possible  pretext  for 
persisting  in  his  murderous  intentions,  he  made  several  attempts  at  pacific 
arrangements,  which  Burr  arrogantly  pronounced  "  mere  evasions." 
■  The  challenge  was  hiially  given  and  accepted.  Judge  Nathaniel 
Pendleton,  acting  for  Hamilton,  stated  that  a  court  was  then  sitting  in 
which  Hamilton  had  much  business  to  transact,  and  some  delay  was  una- 
voidable, as  he  was  unwilling  to  expose  his  clients  to  embarrassments, 
loss,  or  delay.  Thus  the  meeting  was  arranged  for  the  11th  of  July, 
at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

In  the  interim  Burr  and  Hamilton  went  about  their  daily  business  as 
usual.  It  was  afterwards  remembered  of  Hamilton  that  he  pleaded  his 
causes  and  consulted  his  clients  with  all  his  wonted  vigor,  courtesy,  and 
address.  His  beloved  wife  saw  no  cloud  upon  his  brow  as  he  returned  to 
The  Grange  every  afternoon.  On  the  4th  of  July  the  two  adversaries 
met  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Cincinnati,  of  which  Hamilton  had 
been  president  since  the  death  of  Washington,  and  of  which  Burr  was  a 
member.  Hamilton,  as  master  of  the  feast,  was  overflowing  as  usual 
with  vivacity.  He  was  urged  to  sing  the  only  song  he  ever  sang  or  knew, 
the  famous  baUad  of  The  Drum,  and  although  he  seemed  more  reluctant 
than  usual  to  comply  witli  the  wishes  of  the  company,  he  said  at  last, 
"  Well,  you  shall  have  it."  He  sang  in  his  best  manner,  greatly  delight- 
ing all  present.  Burr  was  never  a  fluent  talker  in  public  places,  but  an 
excellent  listener.  It  was  noticed  that  he  was  even  more  silent  than 
usual  on  this  occasion.  When  Hamilton  commenced  singing,  Burr  turned 
towards  him  and  leaning  upon  the  table  watched  him  closely  until  the 
song  was  finished. 

It  was  on  a  warm  bright  summer  morning  that  these  two  political 
chieftains   stood  before  each  other   prepared  for  mortal   combat. 

^  '  The  place  where  they  fought  was  the  singularly  secluded  grassy 
ledge  or  shelf  in  the  woods  at  Weehawken,  which  had  been  the  scene  of 
so  many  deadly  encounters.  It  was  many  feet  above  the  waters  of  the 
Hudson,  picturesquely  shaded  with  the  tangled  cedars  which  almost 
totally  obscured  the  view  of  New  York  City  in  the  distance.  No  resi- 
dence was  within  sight  on  that  shore  of  the  Hudson,  there  were  no  roads 
leading  to  or  from  the  spot,  and  no  footpath  existed  in  any  direction. 
Parties  coming  from  the  city  in  boats  clambered  up  the  ragged  rocky 
heights  as  best  they  could,  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent 
discovery. 
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On  this  fatal  morning  Burr  and  his  friends  arrived  half  an  hour  be- 
fore Hamilton,  and  ordered  their  boat  moored  a  few  yards  down  the  river. 
Hamilton's  boat  was  seen  approaching  at  precisely  the  moment  expected. 
The  principals  and  seconds  exchanged  the  usual  salutations  as  they  met. 
The  distance,  twelve  paces,  was  carefully  measured.  Lots  were  cast 
for  the  choice  of  position,  and  to  decide  who  should  give  the  word.  It 
fell  in  both  cases  to  Judge  Pendleton,  the  second  of  Hamilton.  The 
principals  were  placed,  Hamilton  looking  over  the  river  toward  the  city, 
and  Burr  turned  toward  tlie  heights,  under  which  they  stood.  As  the 
pistol  was  placed  in  Hamilton's  hand  Pendleton  asked,  "  Will  you  have 
the  hair-spring  set  ? "  "  Not  tliis  time,"  was  the  quiet  reply.  Pendleton 
then  explained  to  both  principals  the  rules  which  had  been  agreed  upon 
with  regard  to  the  firing  —  after  the  word  "  present "  they  were  to  fire  as 
soon  as  they  pleased.     The  seconds  then  withdrew  the  usual  distance. 

"  Are  you  ready  ? "  said  Pendleton.  Both  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
A  moment's  pause  ensued.  The  word  was  given.  Burr  raised  his  pistol, 
took  aim,  and  fired.  Hamilton  almost  instantly  fell,  his  pistol  going  off 
involuntarily.  Dr.  Hosack  and  Mr.  Matthew  L.  Davis,  listening  atten- 
tively below,  heard  the  report  of  the  pistols,  and  with  the  boatmen  hurried 
up  the  rocks,  while  Burr,  shielded  from  their  observation  by  an  uiubrella 
in  the  hands  of  Van  Ness,  stepped  briskly  down  the  steep  to  the  boat, 
and  was  rowed  swiftly  across  the  river  to  Richmond  Hill.  Dr.  Hosack 
found  Hamilton  half  lying,  half  sitting  on  the  grass,  supported  in  the  arms 
of  Pendleton,  and  apparently  in  a  dying  condition.  "  Doctor,"  he  said, 
"  this  is  a  mortal  wound,"  and  immediately  swooned  away.  A  brief  ex- 
amination convinced  Dr.  Hosack  that  all  attempts  to  save  his  life  would 
be  fruitless,  and  the  inanimate  form  was  lifted  tenderly  and  Ijorne  down 
the  ragged  declivity  to  the  boat. 

As  the  little  craft  moved  slowly  out  upon  the  broad  bosom  of  the 
Hudson  Hamilton  revived,  and  glancing  about  him  observed  his  pistol. 
"  Take  care  of  that  pistol,"  he  remarked  feebly,  "  it  is  undischarged,  and 
still  cocked  ;  it  may  go  off  and  do  harm.  Pendleton  knows  that  I  did 
not  intend  to  fire  at  him."  "  Yes,"  replied  Pendleton  sadly,  "  I  have 
already  made  Dr.  Hosack  acquainted  with  your  determination  as  to  that." 

Hamilton  then  closed  his  eyes  and  remained  tranquil,  except  to  ask 
the  doctor  once  or  twice  how  he  found  his  pulse,  until  they  neared  the 
wharf,  when  he  said,  "Let  Mrs.  Hamilton  be  immediately  sent  for; "let 
the  event  be  gradually  broken  to  her,  but  give  her  hopes."  Looking  up 
he  saw  his  devoted  friend,  Mr.  Bayard,  waiting  at  the  landing  in  great 
agitation,  having  heard  from  his  servant  that  Hamilton  with  his  two 
friends  had  crossed  the  river  together,  and  of  course  divined  the  nature 
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iA'  their  erraiul.  Bayard  burst  iuto  tears  and  lainentatioiis  when  Dr. 
Hosack  called  to  him  to  have  a  cot  |)repared.  The  dying  statesman 
watched  the  scene  calmly,  and  gave  the  necessary  directions  for  his  remo\al. 
He  was  borne  to  Bayard's  house,  and  everything  that  medical  skill  or 
human  love  coukl  suggest  was  done  tor  his  comfort.  Dr.  Wright  I'o-st 
was  immediately  called  in,  but  like  Dr.  Hosack  saw  no  possible  hope  of 
Hamilton's  recovery.  General  Key,  the  French  Consul,  invited  the 
surgeons  of  the  French  frigates  in  the  harbor  to  hasten  t(»  the  assistance 
of  Dr.  Hosack  and  Dr.  Post,  which  they  did,  but  were  convinced  that 
nothing  could  be  done  for  Hamilton's  relief. 

The  most  tou(;hing  ]»icture  was  when  Mrs.  Hamilton  with  their  se\en 
children  appeared  at  his  bedside  overwhelmed  with  anguish  unspeakable. 
His  mind  still  retained  all  its  marvelous  strength,  and  although  he  fre- 
ipiently  murmured  in  low  accents  to  his  physician  and  others  who  were 
administering  to  his  necessities,  "  M}'  beloved  wife  and  children,"  as  if 
his  anxiety  was  chiefly  for  them,  yet  his  fortitude  triumi)hed  over  the 
situation.  "  Once,  indeed,"  wrote  Dr.  Hosack,  "at  the  sight  of  his  children, 
l)i'ought  to  the  bedside  together,  seven  in  number,  his  utterance  forsook 
lum  ;  he  opened  his  eyes,  gave  them  one  look,  and  closed  his  eyes  again 
until  they  were  taken  away.  As  a  proof  of  his  extraordinary  composure 
of  mind,  let  me  add,"  continues  Dr.  Hosack,  "  that  he  alone  could  calm 
the  frantic  grief  of  his  wife.  '  Be  member,  my  Eliza,  you  are  a  Christian,' 
were  the  expressions  with  which  he  frequently,  with  a  firm  voice,  but 
in  a  pathetic  and  impressive  manner,  addressed  her.  His  words,  and  the 
tone  in  which  they  were  uttered,  will  never  be  effaced  from  my  memory." 
Hamilton  lingered  in  great  agony  through  the  day  and  night,  and  until 
two  o'clock  of  the  next  afternoon,  July  12th. 

Meanwhile,  by  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  news  of  the 
duel  had  reached  the  city.  Presently  a  bulletin  appeared,  and  the  i»ulse 
of  New  York  stood  still  at  the  shocking  announcement :  — 

"  General  Hamilton  was  shot  by  Colonel  Burr  this  morning  in  a  duel. 
The  General  is  said  to  be  mortally  wounded." 

People  started  as  if  stunned  and  turned  pale  as  they  read.  INIen  walked 
to  and  fro  aindessly  and  tearfully,  then  rallied  and  sought  further  infor- 
mation in  breathless  anxiety.  Business  was  almost  entirely  suspended. 
YoY  the  moment  everything  was  forgotten  except  the  services  and  the 
lame  of  the  victim.  Bulletins,  hourly  changed,  kept  the  city  in  agonizing 
suspense.  All  party  distinction  was  lost  in  the  general  sentiment  of 
sorrow  and  indignation. 

When  the  death  of  Hamilton  was  finally  reported,  a  cry  of  execration 
upon  his  murderer  burst  from  the  lij)  and  heart  of  the  multitude.     The 
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merchants  of  the  city  met  aud  resolved  to  close  their  stores  on  the  day 
of  the  funeral,  to  order  all  the  flags  of  the  shipping  at  half  mast,  and  to 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days.  The  bar  met  in  profound  grief  and  agreed  to 
go  into  mourning  for  six  weeks.  The  Cincinnati,  the  Tammany  Society, 
the  St.  Andrews  Society,  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  the  students  of 
Columbia  College,  the  military  companies,  and  the  Corporation  of  the  city 
with  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton  at  its  head,  all  passed  resolutions  of  sorrow 
and  condolence,  and  agreed  to  wear  mourning  and  attend  the  funeral. 
Indeed,  the  cortege  on  that  solemn  occasion  comprised  every  body  of  men 
that  had  a  corporate  existence.  The  whole  city  was  in  mourning.  The 
funeral  ceremonies  were  conducted  by  the  Cincinnati  — •  which  had  lost 
its  illustrious  chief.  The  partisans  of  Burr  made  it  a  point  to  display 
their  respect  for  the  fallen  statesman  by  appearing  in  the  procession. 
The  precious  remains  were  conveyed  from  the  residence  of  John  1>. 
Church,  the  brother-in-law  of  Hamilton,  to  Old  Trinity,  while  minute- 
guns  from  the  artillery  in  the  Park  and  at  the  Battery  were  answered 
by  the  French  and  British  ships  of  war  in  the  harbor  as  the  proces- 
sion moved.  Gouverneur  Morris,  with  the  four  sons  of  the  deceased 
by  his  side,  delivered  a  brief  but  thrilling  oration  in  memory  of  his 
slaughtered  friend.  He  said,  and  the  words  are  still  ringing  in  the  Amer- 
ican ear:  "You  know  how  well  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  citizen  — 
you  know  that  he  never  courted  your  favor  by  adulation  or  the  sacrifice 
of  his  own  judgment.  You  have  seen  him  contending  against  you,  and 
saving  your  dearest  interests  as  it  were  in  spite  of  yourselves.  1  declare 
to  you  before  that  God  in  whose  presence  we  are  now  especially  assembled, 
that  in  his  most  private  and  confidential  conversations  the  single  objects  of 
discussion  were  your  freedom  and  happiness.  The  care  of  a  rising  family, 
and  the  narrowness  of  his  fortune,  made  it  a  duty  to  return  to  his  pro- 
fession for  their  support.  But  though  he  was  compelletl  to  abandon  pub- 
lic life,  never,  no,  never  for  a  moment  did  he  abandon  the  public  service. 
He  never  lost  sight  of  your  interests.  And  knowing  his  own  firm  pur- 
pose (never  to  accept  office  again),  he  was  indignant  at  tlie  charge  that  he 
sought  for  place  or  pcjwer.  For  himself  he  feared  nothing ;  but  he  feared 
that  bad  men  might,  by  false  jjrcjfessions,  acquire  your  confidence  and 
abuse  it  to  your  ruin."  And  wlien  (hist  was  lovingly  consigned  to  (bist- 
in  Trinity  Churchyard,  and  the  parting  volley  liad  been  fired  over  tlie 
statesman's  grave,  the  va.st  crowd  dis))ersed  in  silence  and  in  tears,  eaiih 
man  carrying  to  his  home  a,  sense  of  ])rofound  y)ersonal  sorrow  and 
bereavement. 

America  wept.     Every  generous  and  every  selfish  consideration  com- 
bined to  make  Hamilton's  untimely  death  a  subject  for  national  mourn- 
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iug.  Into  the  forty-seven  years  of  his  remarkable  life  he  had  compressed 
such  an  amount  of  ditticult  and  laborious  service  as  few  men  have  ever 
rendered  to  any  country  in  the  longest  term  of  human  existence ;  and  he 
had  fallen  just  when  his  great  powers  were  in  their  meridian  fullness. 
"  My  soul  stiffens  with  despair  when  I  think  what  Hamilton  would 
have  been,"  wrote  Fisher  Ames.  "My  heart,  penetrated  with  the  re- 
membrance of  the  man,  grows  liquid  as  I  write,  and  I  could  pour  it 
out  like  water.  But  it  is  not  as  Apollo,  enchanting  the  shepherds  with 
his  lyre,  that  we  deplore  him ;  it  is  as  Hercules,  treacherously  slain  in 
the  midst  of  his  unfinished  labors,  leaving  the  world  o\errun  Avith  mon- 
sters." 

Angelica,  Hamilton's  beautiful  daughter  of  twenty,  who  liad  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  shock  occasioned  by  her  favorite  brother's  violent 
death,  lost  her  reason  through  the  terrible  affliction,  and  was  hencefor- 
ward the  sad  charge  of  her  grief-stricken  mother.^  Mrs.  Hamilton  sur- 
vived her  husband  half  a  century.  Popular  feeling  took  the  character  of 
wrathful  indignation  towards  the  immediate  author  of  all  this  sorrow  and 
ruin  as  soon  as  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence  between  Burr  and  Ham- 
ilton became  known.  It  was  well  understood  that  Hamilton  abhorred 
the  })ractice  of  dueling.  The  last  words  from  his  pen  were  a  reiteration 
of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  from  a  religious  and  moral  point  of  view. 
Burr  was,  in  public  sentiment,  a  murderer,  and  his  name  was  spoken  with 
a  hiss  of  horror  and  disgust.  The  coroner's  jury,  after  ten  or  twelve 
days  of  investigation,  during  which  time  Matthew  L.  Davis  and  another 
gentleman  were  imprisoned  for  refusing  to  testify,  brought  in  a  verdict 
to  the  effect  that  "  Aaron  Burr,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  was 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  that  William  P.  Van 
Ness  and  Nathaniel  Pendleton  were  accessories." 

The  astonishment  of  Burr  at  these  unexampled  proceedings  was  beyond 
expression.  He  had  anticipated  temporary  excitement  "  which  would 
soon  blow  over,"  never  dreaming  that  the  fatal  shot  which  destroyed  his 
great  rival  was  to  extinguish  his  own  ambitious  projects  and  plunge  him 

>  Alexander  Hamilton,  Ixn-n  .laniiaiy  11,  17.')7,  died  Jnly  12,  1804,  niairied  Elizabeth 
Schuyler  December  14,  1780.  Tlieir  ehiklren  were  :  1.  Philip,  born  January  22,  1782,  killed 
in  a  duel  November  24,  1801;  2.  Angelica,  born  September  25,  1784,  died  unmarried;  3. 
Alexander,  born  May  16,  1786,  married,  but  left  no  children  ;  4.  James  Alexander,  born 
-\)>ril  14,  1788,  married  Mary  Morris,  died  1878,  leaving  four  daughters  and  one  son,  Alex- 
ander, now  residing  at  Dobb's  Ferry;  5.  John  Church,  born  August  22,  1794,  wiiose  large 
family  of  sons  and  daughters  reside  chiefly  in  New  York  City  ;  6.  William  Stephen,  born 
August  4,  1797,  died  unmarried  in  California  :  7.  Eliza,  born  November  20,  1799,  married 
S.  Augustus  Holly  ;  8.  Philip,  born  June  7,  1802,  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Louis 
McLane  (now  resides  at  Poughkeepsie),  whose  two  .sons  were  Captain  I,ouis  McEane 
Hamilton,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Waehita,  and  Dr.  Allan  McLaue  Hamilton. 
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into  life-long  disgrace.  Under  cover  of  the  public  prejudice  in  favor  of 
dueling  he  had  sheltered  his  criminal  designs  against  a  man  who  his 
apologists  say  "  had  utterly  opposed  and  forbidden  his  advancement " ;  and 
with  fearless  self-possession  had  not  only  executed  his  purpose,  but  had 
cut  the  ground  from  under  his  own  feet  and  left  Jefferson  in  undisputed 
possession  of  the  field.  From  the  day  of  the  duel  Vice-President  Burr 
ceased  to  be  a  political  leader. 

His  conduct  immediately  after  the  duel  was  as  remarkable  as  his  char- 
acter. When  he  reached  Eichmoud  Hill  from  crimsoned  Weehawken  he 
took  his  accustomed  morning  bath,  then  his  easy-chair  in  the  librarv, 
where  he  was  found  reading  by  a  young  relative  from  Connecticut  who 
arrived  unexpectedly  about  eight  o'clock.  Parton  says,  "  Neither  in  his 
manner  nor  in  his  conversation  was  there  any  evidence  of  excitement  or 
concern,  nor  anything  whatever  to  attract  the  notice  of  his  guest."  When 
breakfast  was  announced  the  two  gentlemen  proceeded  to  the  breakfast- 
room  together,  and  chatted  pleasantly  during  the  meal  ;  after  which  the 
cousin  said  "  Good  morning,"  and  strolled  towards  the  city,  which  he 
reached  about  ten  o'clock.  In  Broadway  he  observed  signs  of  consterna- 
tion or  confusion,  as  if  some  extraordinary  event  had  occurred,  and  when 
near  Wall  Street  met  an  acquaintance,  who  exclaimed,  "  Colonel  Burr  has 
killed  General  Hamilton  in  a  duel  this  morning  !  "  "  Why,  no  he  has  n't," 
replied  the  young  man  promptly  and  positively ;  "  [  have  just  come  from 
taking  breakfast  with  him."  "  But,"  said  the  other,  "  I  have  this  moment 
seen  the  news  on  the  bulletin  ! "  The  cousin  was  utterly  incredulous, 
and  denounced  the  report  as  false.  He  soon  found,  however,  that  the 
whole  city  was  astir,  and  began  to  suspect  that  the  terrible  story  was  only 
too  true.  Thus  completely  could  Burr  command  his  features  and  preserve 
absolute  composure. 

Yet  with  all  his  coolness  and  cunning,  his  rapid  and  quick  perceptions, 
and  the  recklessness  with  which  he  was  ever  ready  to  accomplish  his  ends, 
he  was  lamentably  defective  in  judgment.  He  fancied  himself  a  more  pop- 
ular man  than  Hamilton.  And  certainly  a  more  important  man,  as  Vice- 
President  of  the  nation  ?  It  was  not  so  very  long  since  he  had  stood  the 
idol  of  a  great  political  party,  second  in  influence  and  popularity  only  to 
one  man  in  America.  His  self-sufficiency,  thus  flattered,  was  at  higher 
ebb  than  his  wisdom,  else  he  would  have  foreseen  that  even  party  rancor, 
eager  to  maim  the  living,  scorns  to  strip  the  slain.  His  reasoning  facul- 
ties were  not  on  a  par  with  the  brilliancy  of  his  intellect.  He  treated  the 
subject  of  the  duel  lightly  in  his  private  correspondence.  On  the  13th  he 
wrote  to  his  son-in-law,  Governor  Alston  :  "  General  Hamilton  died  yes- 
terday.    The  malignant  Federalists  or  tories,  and  the  embittered  Clin- 
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toiiiaus,  unite  in  endeavoring  to  excite  public  sympathy  in  liis  favor  and 
indignation  against  his  antagonist.  Thousands  of  absurd  falsehoods  are 
cii'culated  with  industry."  Five  days  later  he  wrote  again  :  "  The  event 
of  which  you  have  been  advised  has  driven  me  into  a  sort  of  exile,  and 
may  terminate  in  an  actual  and  permanent  ostracism.  Our  most  un- 
principled Jacobins  are  the  loudest  in  their  lamentations  for  the  death  of 
General  Hamilton,  whom,  for  many  years,  they  have  uniformly  repre- 
sented as  the  most  detestable  and  unprincipled  of  men  —  the  motives  are 

obvious.     Every  sort  of  persecution  is  to  be  exercised  against  me 

You  know  enough  of  the  temper  and  principles  of  the  generality  of  the 
officers  of  our  State  government  to  form  a  judgment  of  my  position." 

For  eleven  days  Vice-President  Burr  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Rich- 
mond Hill  without  daring  to  venture  into  the  open  air ;  but  it  becoming 
painfully  apparent  that  he  was  soon  to  be  arrested  and  arraigned  for  wil- 
ful murder,  he  stealthily  departed  from  the  city  one  dark,  cloudy 
"  ^  '  evening.  A  little  barge  had  been  provided  which  lay  silently 
near  the  shore  of  the  Hudson  below  Richmond  Hill.  At  ten  o'clock, 
surrounded  by  a  party  of  gentlemen,  the  Vice-President  emerged  from  the 
beautiful  mansion,  never  to  enter  it  more,  and  walking  to  the  water  s 
edge  embarked  in  company  with  his  faithful  friend  John  Swartwout  and 
a  favorite  serv^ant,  and  soon  was  moving  noiselessly  down  the  river.  All 
night  tlie  bargemen  plied  their  oars,  and  at  nine  o'clock  next  morning, 
which  was  the  Sabbath,  paused  in  front  of  the  lawn  of  Commodore 
Truxton's  residence  in  Perth  Amboy.  The  commodore  was  summoned 
from  his  study,  greeted  Burr  courteously,  and  extended  cordial  hospitali- 
ties ;  Swartwout  returned  immediately  to  New  York.  The  commodore 
said,  "  In  walking  up  to  my  hcnise  the  Vice-President  told  me  they  had 
spent  most  of  the  night  upon  the  water,  and  a  dish  of  good  coffee  would 
not  come  amiss.  I  told  him  it  should  be  furnished  with  pleasure.  As 
soon  as  we  got  to  the  piazza,  I  ordered  breakfast,  which  was  soon  |)re- 
pared,  as  the  equipage  of  that  meal  was  not  yet  removed  below."  The 
conmiodore  on  Monday  drove  Burr  in  his  own  carriage  to  Cranberry, 
some  twenty  miles  beyond';  from  whence  the  fugitive  was  conveyed  in  a 
light  wagon  to  the  Delaware,  which  having  crossed,  he  made  his  way  by 
back  roads  to  Philadelphia. 

He  was  welcomed  upon  his  arrival  by  some  of  his  former  friends,  and 
at  once  appeared  in  the  streets,  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  exactly  as  if 
nothing  had  happened.  Tn  accordance  with  his  ruling  principle,  to  make 
little  of  life's  miseries  and  much  of  its  pleasures,  he  renewed  a  flirtation 
with  a  beautiful  Philadelphia  belle  whose  hand  had  been  refused  him  a 
year  or  two  before.     "  I  am  very  well,  and  not  without  occupation  or 
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anmsenieut,'"  lie  wrote  to  Theodosia.  "  1  shall  Ije  here  for  some  days. 
How  mauy  canuot  now  be  resolved."  Being  advised  that  warrants  had 
been  issued  for  his  arrest,  and  that  an  application  had  been  made  to- 
(xovernor  Lewis  requiring  him  to  demand  the  murderer  from  the  governor 
of  J*ennsylvania,  he  offered  to  surrender  on  condition  oi'  receiving  a  guar- 
anty that  he  should  be  released  on  bail.  But  no  such  guaranty  could  be 
given  him,  and  he  prepared  hn-  further  flight.  He  addressed  Theodosia 
on  the  1  Ith  (jf  August,  saying,  "  Pray  write  over  again  all  you  have 
wiitten  since  the  25th  of  July,  for  the  letters  now  on  the  way  will  "^  ^^' 
not  be  received  for  some  time.  Celeste  seems  more  pliant.  T  do  believe 
that  eight  days  would  have  produced  some  grave  event ;  but,  alas !  those 
eight  days,  and  perhaps  eight  days  more,  are  to  be  passed  on  the  ocean. 
If  any  male  friend  of  yours  should  be  dying  of  ennui,  recommen<l  him  to 
engage  in  a  duel  and  a  courtship  at  the  same  time." 

He  took  refuge  for  a  month  upon  an  islaud  off  the  coast  of  Georgia, 
and  then  made  his  way  to  liis  daugliter's  home  in  South  Carolina,  travel- 
ing four  hundred  miles  of  the  distance  in  an  open  canoe.  After  ten  days 
of  rest  he  commenced  a  long  land  journey  to  Washington,  determined  to 
appear  at  the  assembling  of  Congress,  and  perform  his  duty  as  president 
of  the  Senate.  He  found  upon  reaching  the  seat  of  government  that  he 
had  been  indicted  for  murder  by  New  Jersey  also,  as  the  duel  was  fought 
within  the  limits  of  that  State.  He  wrote  to  Theodosia :  "  There  is  a  con- 
tention of  a  singular  nature  between  the  two  States  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  The  subject  in  dispute  is,  which  shall  have  the  honor  of 
hanging  the  Vice-President.  Y(ni  shall  have  due  notice  of  time  and  place. 
Whenever  it  may  be,  you  may  rely  on  a  great  concourse  of  company, 
much  gayety,  and  many  rare  sights." 

Meanwhile  Kichmond  Hill  was  sold  by  Burr's  creditors  to  John  Jacob 
Astor  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  amount  distributed  among 
them.  But  the  sum  was  not  enough  to  liquidate  Burr's  indebtedness  by  at 
least  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars ;  thus  he  was  liable  to  imprisonment 
for  debt  if  he  appeared  in  New  York.  His  assets  were  of  course  un- 
available, his  income  nothing,  his  practice  gone,  and  two  great  sovereign 
States  were  anxious  to  consign  him  to  an  assassin's  doom.  At  the 
same  time  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  all  winter  in  Washington 
unmolested,  and  was  treated  with  as  much  consideration,  apparently,  by 
the  officials  of  the  government  as  before  the  duel.  He  was  as  cheerful, 
witty,  courtly,  and  complaisant  as  evei'.  His  motions  in  walking  were 
always  a  little  stooping  an<l  ungraceful ;  although  of  about  the  same 
stature  as  Hamilton,  he  never  stood  erect  like  the  murdered  statesmen. 
He  had  an  eminent  authority  of  manner,  however,  whenever  it  suited 
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his  purposes ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  presided  with  great  dignity  in  the 
Senate,  and  particularly  at  the  impeachment  trial  of  Judge  Samuel  Ciiase, 
which,  commencing  on  the  4th  of  February,  ended  on  the  1st  of  March 
in  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  The  Senators,  as  judges  of  this  august  court, 
were  placed  in  a  grand  semicircle  on  each  side  of  the  Vice-President, 
an  imposing  array  of  judicial  authority.  One  of  the  newspapers  of  the 
day  said  "  Burr  conducted  the  trial  with  the  dignity  and  impartiality  of 
an  angel,  but  with  the  rigor  of  a  devil."  The  next  day,  March  2,  Burr 
took  formal  leave  of  the  Senate  in  a  speech  that  produced  unexpected 
and  profound  sensation.  And  on  March  4  Jefierson  was  sworn  the 
second  time  into  the  Presidential  office,  while  George  Clinton,  the  ex- 
governor  of  New  York,  and  head  of  a  family  whom  Burr  considered  his 
liitterest  enemies,  became  Mce-Presideut. 

Aaron  Burr  vanished  from  the  political  arena  never  to  reappear.  With- 
in six  days  he  wrote  to  Theodosia  of  his  purpose  to  travel  in  the  West. 
"  This  tour  has  other  objects  than  mere  curiosity.  An  operation  of  busi- 
ness which  promises  to  render  the  tour  both  useful  and  agreeable,"  he 
said.  Thus  we  catch  the  first  gleam  of  that  scheme  of  matchless  daring 
which  in  its  development  only  proved  how  true  had  been  the  instinct  of 
Hamilton  in  warning  his  country  against  placing  power  in  the  hands  of 
this  unprincipled  and  energetic  adventurer. 

The  impression  left  upon  the  New  York  mind  by  the  death  of  Hamilton 
was  fatal  to  the  practice  of  dueling  within  her  borders.  The  absurdity 
of  the  sacrifice  of  such  a  life  to  maintain  the  "honor"  of  a  profligate  like 
Burr  intensified  with  every  turn  of  the  earth  in  its  orbit.  Civilized  com- 
mon-sense was  awakened.  A  recent  act  of  the  Legislature  had  made  the 
sending  and  accepting  of  a  challenge  punishable  with  disfranchisement 
and  incapacity  to  hold  office  for  twenty  years ;  but  such  had  been  the  state 
of  puljlic  sentiment  hitherto  that  parties  concerned  in  a  duel  only  had  to 
maintain  secrecy  beforehand,  and  the  world  ignored  the  consequences,  as 
well  as  the  law.  A  number  of  persons  knew  that  P^)urr  and  Hamilton 
were  making  preparations  for  a  duel,  yet  no  hindrance  was  interposed. 
It  is  said  that  but  for  the  testimony  of  Piev.  I  )r.  John  M.  Mason,  who  visited 
Hamilton  at  his  request  in  his  dying  moments,  and  of  Bishoji  Moctre, 
who  administered  the  sacrament  to  him,  and  remained  at  his  bedside  until 
all  was  over,  there  would  never  have  existed  a  word  of  legal  evidence  that 
the  duel  had  been  fought '}  With  both  of  these  eminent  clergymen 
Hamilton  conversed  freely,  and  declared  with  the  utmost  sincerity  of 
heart  that  he  had  no  ill-will  against  Burr.  "  I  used  every  expedient  to 
avoid  the  interview,"  he  said,  "  but  I  have  found,  for  some  time  past,  that 

1   Por/oHs  Lifr  of  Aaron.  Burr  :  Davis's  Life  of  Aaron  Burr. 
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my  life  must  be  exposed  to  that  man.  I  met  liim  with  a  fixed  detevmi- 
uatiou  to  do  him  no  harm.     I  forgive  all  that  happened."  ^ 

The  murderous  custom  ^\■as  denounced  from  tlie  })ulpit  on  every  hand. 
Among  those  who  i)reached  effective  and  celebrated  sermons  on  the  sul»- 
ject  of  dueling  were  Rev.  Samuel  Spring,  a  college  friend  of  Burr  and 
his  companion  on  the  famous  Canadian  expedition  in  1776  —  father  of 
the  eminent  theologian  Rev.  Dr.  Gardner  Spring  of  the  Brick  Church  — 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott,  who  was  the  same  year  appointed  President 
of  Union  College.  "  Humiliating  end  of  illustrious  greatness,"  exclaimed 
N"ott,  with  great  feeling ;  "  a  loud  and  awful  warning  to  a  community 
where  justice  has  slumbered  —  and  slumbered  —  and  slumbered  —  while 
the  wife  has  been  robbed  of  her  partner,  the  mother  of  her  hopes,  and  life 
after  life  rashly  and  with  an  air  of  triumph  sported  away.  It  is  distress- 
ing in  a  Christian  country,  and  in  churches  consecrated  to  the  religion 
of  Jesus,  to  be  obliged  to  attack  a  crime  which  outstrips  barbarism,  and 
would  even  sink  the  character  of  a  generous  savage.  The  fall  of  Ham- 
ilton owes  its  existence  to  mad  deliberation,  and  is  marked  by  violence. 
The  time,  the  place,  the  circumstances  are  arranged  with  barbarous  cool- 
ness. The  instrument  of  death  is  leveled  in  daylight,  and  with  well- 
directed  skill  pointed  at  his  heart.  The  man  upon  whom  nature  seems 
originally  to  have  impressed  the  stamp  of  greatness,  the  hero  who,  though 
a  stripling,  contributed  to  Washington's  glory  on  the  field,  the  statesman 
whose  genius  impressed  itself  upon  the  constitution  of  this  country,  the 
counselor  who  was  at  once  the  pride  of  the  bar  and  the  admiration  of  the 
court,  whose  argument  no  change  of  circumstances  could  embarrass  — 
who  without  ever  stopping,  ever  hesitating,  by  a  rapid  and  manly  march 
led  the  listening  judge  and  the  fascinatetl  juror,  step  by  step,  through  a 
delightsome  region,  brightening  as  he  advanced,  till  his  argument  rose  to 
demonstration,  and  eloquence  was  rendered  useless  by  conviction  —  the 
patriot  whose  integrity  battled  the  scrutiny  of  inquisition,  the  friend 
whose  various  worth  opposing  parties  acknowledged  while  alive,  and  on 
whose  tomb  they  unite  with  equal  sympathy  and  grief  to  heap  their 
honors,  yielded  to  the  force  of  an  imperious  custom  ;  and,  yielding,  he 
sacrificed  a  life  in  which  all  had  an  interest  —  and  he  is  lost —  lost  to 
his  country  —  lost  to  his  family  —  lost  to  us. 

"  I  cannot  forgive  that  minister  at  the  altar  who  has  hitherto  forborne 
to  remonstrate  on  this  subject.  I  cannot  forgive  that  public  prosecutor, 
who,  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  avenging  his  country's  wrongs,  has  seen 

'  Bislwp  Moore's  Letter  :  Hcc.  Dr.  Mason  s  Letter  :  Reflections  of  Hamilton,  a  papt-i'  written 
by  himself  the  evening  before  the  duel  ;  Jn/t  of  Hamilton,  appointing  .lolm  M.  Clmrcli, 
Nicholas  Fish,  and  Nathaniel  Pendleton  his  executors  and  trustees. 
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those  wrongs  and  taken  no  nieasnres  to  avenge  them.  1  cannot  forgive 
that  jndge  upon  the  bench,  or  that  governor  in  the  chair  of  state, 
wlio  has  lightly  passed  over  such  offenses.  I  cannot  forgive  the  public, 
in  whose  opinion  the  duelist  finds  a  sanctuary.  .  .  .  Do  you  ask  how 
proof  can  be  obtained  (  How  can  it  be  avoided  ?  The  parties  return^ 
hold  up  the  instruments  of  death,  publish  to  the  world  the  circumstances 
of  the  interview,  and  even  with  an  air  of  insulting  triumph  boast  how 
coolly  and  how  deliberately  they  proceeded  in  violating  one  of  the  most 
sa(;red  laws  ol"  earth  and  heaven. 

'•  Hamilton  needs  no  eulogy.  ...  In  whatever  sphere  he  moved  the 
friendless  had  a  friend,  the  fatherless  a  father,  and  the  jjoor  man,  though 
unable  t(?  reward  his  kindness,  I'ound  an  advocate.  .  .  When  truth  was 
disregarded  or  the  eternal  principles  of  justice  violated,  he  sometimes 
soared  so  high  and  shone  with  a  radiance  so  transcendent,  I  had  almost 
said  so  'heavenly,  as  filled  those  around  him  with  awe,  and  gave  to  him 
the  force  and  authority  of  a  prophet "...  His  last  act  more  than  any 
other  sheds  glory  on  his  character.  ...  He  dies  a  Christian.  .  .  .  Let  not 
the  sneering  infidel  persuade  you  that  this  last  act  of  homage  to  the 
Saviour  resulted  from  an  enfeebled  state  of  mental  faculties  ;  .  .  .  his 
opinions  concerning  the  validity  tjf  the  Holy  Scriptures  had  long  been 
settled,  and  settled  after  laborious  investigation  and  extensive  and  deep 
research.  These  opinions  were  not  concealed.  I  knew  them  myself. 
Some  of  you  wlitj  hear  me  knew  them.  And  had  his  life  been  spared,  it 
was  his  determination  to  have  pulilished  them  to  the  world,  together  with 
the  facts  and  reasons  upon  which  they  were  founded.  ...  To  the  cata- 
logue of  professing  Christians  among  illustrious  personages  may  now  be 
added  the  name  of  Alexander  Hamilton  ;  a  name  which  raises  in  the 
mind  the  idea  of  whatever  is  great,  whatever  is  splendid,  whatever  is 
illustrious  in  human  nature."  ^ 

The  Legislature  of  New  York  was  speedily  memorialized  for  more 
stringent  laws  ui)on  the  subject  of  dueling ;  and  Pinckney,  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Cincinnati,  proposed  to  the  New  York  division  of  that  society 
henceforward  to  set  its  face  resolutely  against  the  practice.  Other  societies 
passed  resolutions  in  liarmony  with  the  same  disposition.     Religion  and 

'  Discourse  by  Kev.  Eliplialet  Xott,  D.  D..  July  29,  1804.  Pre.sident  Nott  was  in  severe 
<lr)niestic  affliction  at  the  time  lie  delivered  the  above  discourse,  having  lo.st  his  wife  on  the 
9tli  of  March,  1804.  She  was  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Kev.  .Toel  Benedict,  of  Plainfield,  Con- 
necticut, and  twenty-nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  ;  a  lady  rather  small  of 
stature,  of  fair  complexion,  expressive  countenance,  lighted  with  an  uncommonly  brilliant 
and  penetrating  eye,  with  a  mind  enriched  by  reading  and  taste  refined  by  culture,  and  with 
great  vivacity  of  manner.  President  Nott  was  born  in  1773  ;  he  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Samuel 
and  Deborah  Seldon  Nott,  of  Connecticut.  See  p.  124  (Vol.  11).  History  of  th-e  JVnifr 
Foi,)i/;,  ■    Th,  Hciaiids  in  A„uricu,  p.  88. 
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liuinauity  united  in  one  deep,  abidin,i;  frown.  And  since  that  time  no 
man  in  New  York,  oi-  in  any  other  civilized  State  of  tliis  Union,  has 
fought  a  duel  without  falling  in  the  esteem  of  his  contemporaries.  Dueling 
had,  strictly  sj)eaking,  received  its  death-blow,  and  it  never  even  tem- 
porarily revived. 

"  If,"  said  Fisher  Ames,  "  the  popular  estimation  is  ever  to  he  taken  for 
the  true  one,  the  uncommonly  profound  sorrow  for  the  death  of  Alexan- 
der Hamilton  sufficiently  explains  and  vindicates  itself.  The  public  has 
not  suddenly,  but  after  an  experience  of  hve-and-twenty  years,  taken  that 
impression  of  his  just  celebrity  that  nothing  but  his  extraordinary  intrin- 
sic merit  could  have  made,  and  still  less  could  have  made  so  deep  and 
maintained  so  long.  It  is  with  really  great  men  as  with  great  literary 
works,  the  excellence  of  both  is  best  tested  by  the  extent  and  dur;d)leness 
of  their  impression.      It  is  safe  and  correct  to  judge  by  effects." 

Three  fourth.s  of  a  century  have  since  passed,  and  the  facts  and  effects 
of  Hamilton's  life  are  now  more  vividly  impressed  upon  the  intelligence 
of  America  than  ever  before.  And  a  fresh  interest  is  awakening,  not 
only  in  the  genius,  character,  and  .services  of  the  great  statesman  through 
whom  New  York  took  such  a  leading  place  in  general  affairs,  but  in  the 
study  of  the  origin  and  constitution  of  the  nation  whose  existence  has 
been  vindicated  by  arms. 

The  Cincinnati  erected  a  monumental  tomb  to  his  memory  in  Trinity 
(,'hurchyard  :  and  ])opular  aflection  recorded  his  name  indelibly  \\\m\\ 
the  ever-forming  ma])  of  the  United  States  dozens  of  times  repeated. 
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1804  - 1808. 

INSTITUTIONS   AND   INVENTIONS. 

New  York  Histokical  Society.  —  Its  Founders. —.Judge  Egbert  Bensox. —  John 
PiNTARD.  —  Origin  of  Hlstorical  Societies  in  America.  —  The  Men  of  Let- 
ters.—  The  Elgin  Botanical  Garden.  — Dr.  Samuel  Latham  Mitchill.  — Clubs. 
—  Origin  of  the  Free  School  Society.  —  Its  Purpose.  —  Irs  Founders.  — 
Thomas  Eddy.  — Insane  A.sylum.  — Some  of  the  Public-spirited  Merchants.  — • 
The  Friendly  Club.  —  Philanthropic  Ladies.  — The  Orphan  Asylum.  —Thirty- 
three  Charitable  Institutions. —The  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. — The  Medical 
College.  —Newspapers. — Salmagundi. — Washington  Irving.  — First  Steam- 
boat on  the  Hudson.  —  Robert  Fulton.  — Colonel  John  Stevens.  — Inventions 
AND  Experiments.  —  Ocean  Steam  Navigation. — The  Embargo  of  Jefferson. 

THE  peculiar  intellectual  and  social  condition  of  New  York  in  the  earli- 
est decade  of  the  present  century  is  best  illustrated  through  the  in- 
stitutions which  were  springing  into  existence.  The  movement  of  the 
human  mind  taken  collectively  is  always  towards  something  better.  But 
neither  philosophy,  scientific  achievement,  literary  culture,  the  art  of  gov- 
ernment, nor  religious  knowledge  can  go  much  in  advance  of  contemporary 
intelligence.  The  age  furnishes  the  master-workman  with  materials,  and 
from  thence  he  builds.  The  growth  of  New  York  has  ever  been  like  a  poem, 
whose  beauty  would  be  marred  by  leaving  out  a  line  here  and  there  — 
or  like  a  tree,  whose  fruit  would  be  curtailed  by  rejecting  as  of  no  account 
a  portion  of  its  branches  and  its  flowers.  To  become  acquainted  with  the 
actual  whole,  every  opening  bud  must  be  analyzed  and  weighed  in  the 
balance.  No  fact  means  anytliing  when  standing  alone.  Every  fact  be- 
comes significant  in  proportion  to  tlie  value  of  its  setting,  and  so  far  as 
it  reveals  the  equality  and  spirit  of  a  people. 

The  careful  reader,  having  traced  in  preceding  chapters  the  results  of 
New  York's  constant  endeavor  to  provide  means  and  methods  for  edu- 
cating all  classes  of  her  restless,  questioning  population,  is  prepared  for 
further  developments  in  her  elabomte  machinery  for  the  maintenance 
of    public   schools.     And   we   have  presently  to  draw  more   fully  the 
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outline  of  her  magnificent  charities  —  the  medicine  for  natural  and 
moral  evils  —  in  which  her  generous  extravagance  has  excelled  through 
all  her  history  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  world.  In  the  mean  time  a 
project  was  under  consideration,  neither  educational  nor  charitable,  but 
partaking  of  the  nature  of  both,  which  was  to  become  a  priceless  inheri- 
tance to  all  future  generations. 

Eleven  well-known  and  highly  accomplished  and  influential  gentlemen 
met  by  appointment  in  the  picture-room  of  the  City  Hall,  in  Wall  Street, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th  of  November,  1804,  and  agreed  to 
organize  a  society  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  whatever 
might  relate  to  the  natural,  civil,  or  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United 
States  in  general,  and  of  the  great  sovereign  State  of  New  York  in  partic- 
ular These  gentlemen  —^  -.;=^- 
were  Judge  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Mayor  De  Witt 
Clinton,  the  celebrated 
divines  Eev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Miller,  Eev.  Dr.  John  M. 
Mason,  Eev.  Dr.  John  N. 
Abeel,  and  Eev.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Linn,  and  I  )r.  David 
Hosack,  Anthony  Bleeck- 
er,  Samuel  Bayard,  Peter 
Gerard  Stuyvesaut,  and 
John  Pintard.  After 
discussing  the  subject 
freely,  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Judge  Benson, 
Eev.  Dr.  Miller,  and  John 
Pintard,was  appointed  to 

draft  a  constitution.  judge  Egbert  Benson. 

At     a     second   meeting,  [From  the  celebrated  Pamting  by  Gilbert  Stuart.) 

on  the  10th  of  December,  other  gentlemen  of  prominence  were  present, 
including  Eufus  King,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  Eev.  John  H.  Hobart. 
The  constitution  was  read  and  adopted,  and  the  institution  thus  founded 
was  named  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

The  permanent  officers  were  not  chosen  until  the  14th  of  January,  1805, 
at  which  meeting  the  society  was  fully  organized,  with  Judge 
Benson  as  president.  Eight  Eeverend  Bishop  Moore  1st  vice-presi-    *^"^* 
dent,   Judge  Brockholst    Livingston  2d    vice-president,  Eev.    Dr.  Miller 
corresponding  secretary,  John  Pintard  recording  secretary,  Charles  Wilkes 
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treasurer,  aud  John  Forbes  lil)rarian.  Tlie  first  standing  committee  con- 
sisted of  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Dr.  David  Ho.sack,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
William  Johnson,  John  IMcKesson,  Anthony  Bleecker,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Mason. 

Active  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  secure  books,  manuscripts,  letters, 
documents,  statistics,  aud  newspapers  relating  directly  or  remotely  to  Amer- 
ican history ;  and  pictures,  antiquities,  medals,  coins,  and  specimens  of 
natural  history  were  industriously  sought  for  tlie  formation  of  a  museum. 
The  beginning  was  broad  and  comprehensive,  and  the  nucleus  was  soon 
constituted  of  the  vast  and  valuable  collection  which  has  become  the  pride 
of  the  city,  and  which  may  well  challenge  com])arison  witli  museums  of  a 
similar  cliaracter  established  and  fostered  by  an  older  civilization. 

John  Pintard,  the  acknowledged  founder  of  this  time-honored  in- 
stitution, was  an  animated,  cheerful,  energetic  man  of  forty-five,  a  New- 
Yorker  by  birth,  a  Huguenot  by  descent,  who  as  a  youth  in  Prince- 
ton College  had  enjoyed  the  special  friendshi])  of  Dr.  Witherspoon  and 
formed  a  wide  circle  of  learned  and  distinguished  friends.  He  was  early 
a  student  of  public  men  and  measures,  and  in  addition  to  classical  acquire- 
ments and  familiarity  with  elegant  literature,  had  some  knowledge  of 
law,  and  an  exceptional  fund  of  historical,  geographical,  and  didactic  in- 
formation. Dr.  Francis  says  :  "  He  was  versed  in  theological  and  polemi- 
cal divinity,  and  in  the  progress  of  church  affairs  among  us  ever  a  dev(jted 
disciple.  You  could  scarcely  approach  him  without  having  something  f>f 
Dr.  Johnson  thrust  upon  you.  There  were  periods  in  his  life  in  which 
he  gave  every  unappropriated  moment  to  philological  in(iuiry,  and  it  was 
curious  to  see  him  ransacking  his  formidable  pile  of  dictionaries  for  radi- 
cals and  synonyms  with  an  earnestness  that  would  have  done  honor  to 
the  most  eminent  student  in  the  republic  of  letters." 

He  had  traveled  through  the  Western  Avilds  and  learned  the  history 
and  habits  of  the  Indians  ,  was  editor  of  The  Nnc  York  Daily  Advertiser 
for  several  years  ;  and  upon  his  return  from  New  Orleans  in  the  spring 
of  1804  published  a  topographical  and  medical  review  (jf  that  French 
metropolis,  having  while  there  minutely  examined  the  condition  of 
things.  He  engaged  in  commercial  enterprises,  but  was  ever  rendering 
important  civic  services  to  New  York ;  he  was  the  first  city  inspector, 
appointed  in  1804,  originated  the  first  savings-bank,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  the  rooms  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  was  conspicuous 
in  the  formation  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  was  the  main-spring  in 
the  organization  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  an  efficient  auxiliary  in  furtherance  of  the  canal  policy 
of  his  illustrious  and  intimate  friend,  De  Witt  Clinton.  Dr.  Francis 
says:  "The  first  meeting  of  our  citizens  in  recommendation  of  this  vast 
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measure  was  brought  together  through  John  Pintard's  iustruiiientality,  at 
a  time  when  to  give  it  any  couuteuauce  whatever  was  sure  to  bring  upon 
the  advocate  of  the  ruinous  measure  the  anathemas  of  certain  of  the 
political  leaders  of  the  day,  and  official  proscription.  I  remember  well 
how  cautiously  and  how  secretly  many  of  those  incipient  meetings  in 
favor  of  the  contemplated  project  were  convened ;  and  how  the  manly 
bosom  of  Clinton  often  throbbed  at  the  agonizing  remarks  the  Opposition 
muttered  in  his  hearing,  and  the  hazard  to  his  personal  security  which  he 
sometimes  encountered." 

The  idea  which  resulted  in  the  formati(Hi  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  had  long  been  cherished  by  John  Pintard.  He  first  became 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  preserving  records  of  events 
while  secretary  for  his  uncle,  the  commissary  for  American  prisoners 
in  the  Revolution.  His  plan  gradually  unfolded  itself  to  the  scholarly 
men  of  the  period.  As  early  as  1789  the  celebrated  Ptev.  Jeremy  Bel- 
knap wrote  from  Boston  to  Postmaster-General  Hazard,  then  residing 
in  New  York  :  "  This  day  Mr.  Pintard  called  to  see  me.  He  says  he 
is  an  acquaintance  of  yours,  and  wants  to  form  a  society  of  anti- 
quaries, etc.  He  seems  to  ha\'e  a  literary  taste."  ^  Hazard  replied  : 
"  Mr.  Pintard  has  mentioned  to  me  his  thoughts  about  an  American 
Antiquarian  Society.  The  idea  pleases  me  much.  Mr.  Pintard  has  re- 
cently purchased  a  large  collection  (in  volumes)  relating  to  the  American 
Kevolution.  It  was  made  by  Dr.  Chandler,  of  Elizabethtown,  who  was 
in  England  all  the  war.  It  is  valuable,  as  is  Mr.  Pintard's  liljrary." 
In  October,  1790,  Hazard  wrote  to  Belknap,  "  I  like  Pintard's  idea  of  a 
society  of  American  antiquaries  ;  but  where  will  yuu  find  a  sufficiency 
of  members  of  suitable  abilities  and  leisure  ? "  In  the  spring  following 
Pintard  wrote  to  Belknap  inquiring  after  the  welfare  of  the  contemplated 
institution,  and  informed  the  eminent  theologian  that  a  magazine  account 
would  soon  appear  of  the  New  York  Tammany  Society.  He  said,  "  This 
being  a  strong  national  society,  I  engrafted  an  antiquarian  scheme  of  a. 
nmseum  upon  it.  It  makes  small  progress  with  a  small  fund,  and  may 
possibly  succeed.  We  have  a  tolerable  collection  of  pamphlets,  mostly 
modern,  with  some  history,  of  which  I  will  send  you  an  abstract.  If  your 
society  succeeds  we  will  open  a  regular  correspondence,  etc.  If  my  plan 
once  strikes  root  it  will  thrive." 

Pintard's  plan  did  strike  root,  and  his  prediction  regarding  its  future 

1  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  III.  Fifth  Series,  Belknap  Papers,  Part  II.  ;  Belknap  to  ffazaix/,, 
August  10,  1789  ;  Belknap  to  Hazard,  Augu.st  19,  1789  :  Belknap  to  Hazard,  August  27, 
1789  ;  Hazard  to  Belknap,  September  5,  1789  ;  Hazard  to  Belknap,  October  3, 179*^  ;  Pintard 
in  Belknap,  April  6,  1791.     Proccediags  of  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.,  1791  -  1835. 
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prosperity  proved  correct.  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  with 
Belknap  at  its  head,  was  organized  iu  1791.  Thirteen  years  later  the  New 
York  Historical  Society  entered  upon  a  healthful  existence,  being  the 
second  institution  of  its  kind  in  America.  To  Pintard  is  due  the  honor 
of  originating  both ;  indeed,  he  may  with  justice  be  pronounced  the 
Father  of  Historical  Societies  in  this  country. 

The  men  of  letters  who  comprised  its  first  membership  did  vastly  more 
than  establish  the  high  character  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
upon  a  solid  and  permanent  basis.  They  were  instrumental  in  directing 
public  attention  throughout  the  land  to  the  preservation  of  contemporary 
records  as  the  data  from  which  all  future  history  must  receive  its  true 
impress.  The  amazing  perversion  of  facts  by  political  writers  at  that 
particular  epoch  was  an  additional  stimulus  to  fidelity  in  historical  re- 
search grounded  upon  documentary  testimony.  In  New  York,  garrets 
and  trunks  were  ransacked  for  letters  and  papers  which  had  been  cast 
aside  as  worthless,  scattered  documents  were  rescued  from  oblivion, 
and  erelong  material  of  consequence  was  concentrated  and  made  avail- 
able for  reference.  Prior  to  1804  but  one  history  of  New  York  had  been 
printed,  that  of  Smith,  and  this  came  down  only  to  1756.  But  the 
Society  never  rested  until  the  period  of  our  colonial  history  was  as  well 
known  as  that  of  a  later  date  ;  it  procured  an  action  of  the  Legislature 
by  which  the  archives  of  France,  Holland,  and  England  were  examined^ 
and  it  restored  to  the  State  government  on  more  than  one  occasion  im- 
portant portions  of  its  long-lost  documents ;  it  has  also  issued  of  its  own 
publications  twenty-four  volumes,  in  addition  to  many  historical  essays 
and  addresses  in  pamphlet  form.  Its  accumulations,  during  the  three 
fourths  of  a  century  since  its  foundation,  have  been  so  extensive,  varied, 
and  of  such  rare  worth,  that  an  architectural  structure  is  contemplated 
of  sufficient  magnitude  for  their  proper  accommodation.^ 

1  The  New  York  Historical  Society  first  occupied  a  room  in  the  old  City  Hall  in  Wall 
Street  from  1804  to  1809,  then  removed  to  the  Government  House  opposite  the  Bowling 
Cxreen,  and  remained  from  1809  to  1816,  occupied  the  New  York  Institution  from  1816  to 
1832,  Remson's  Building,  in  Broadway,  from  1832  to  1837,  Stuyvesant's  Institute  from  1837 
to  1841,  the  New  York  University  from  1841  to  1857,  and,  after  straggling  with  pecuniary 
difficulties  that  were  almost  destructive,  came  out  of  the  trial  triumphant,  and  celebrated  its 
fifty-third  anniversary  by  taking  possession  of  its  present  building  on  the  corner  of  Second 
Avenue  and  Eleventh  Street,  which,  when  projected  and  erected,  was  supposed  capable  of  per- 
manently providing  for  the  needs  of  the  Society.  Material  poured  in  so  profusely,  however, 
that  before  1860  the  officers  in  charge  complained  of  want  of  space  ;  and  for  twenty  years  past 
the  subject  has  been  agitated  of  removing  the  magnificent  collection  to  a  more  suitable  loca- 
tion in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  —  thus  establishing  a  "Museum  of  History,  Antiquities,, 
and  Art,"  which  will  not  only  be  an  honor  to  New  York  but  to  the  continent  of  America.. 
Plans  for  this  object  are  now  under  consideration. 
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The  founders  of  the  Xew  York  Historical  Society  deserve  more  than  a 
passing  notice.  They  represented  the  highest  culture  of  the  city,  and 
were  veritable  educators  of  the  public  taste.  Special  committees  ap- 
pointed to  further  the  studies  of  zoology,  botany,  mineralogy,  philosophy, 
and  other  subjects  developed  into  separate  societies.  Art,  science,  and 
literature  were  encouraged  and  fostered.  The  influence  of  the  institution 
became  not  only  a  blessing  but  a  pt)wer ;  and  its  example  was  borrowed 
by  the  forming  communities  in  the  country  at  large,  until  similar  organi- 
zations are  to  be  found  in  nearly  every  county  in  the  State,  and  in  all 
the  large  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Judge  Benson,  the  first  president  of  this  ancestor  of  the  great  family  of 
Historical  Societies  in  America,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  educated  in 
Columbia  College,  identified  through  a  life  of  usefulness  with  the  progress 
of  the  city,  and  had  distinguished  himself  in  State  legislation,  in  Congress, 
and  in  jurisprudence.  He  had  reached  his  sixtieth  year  honored  and  be- 
loved. His  integrity  was  a  proverb.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  talents 
as  well  as  of  efficient  excellence,  a  ripe  English  and  classical  scholar,  and 
well  versed  in  Indian  lore  and  Dutch  history.  Among  his  writings  left  us 
is  an  exhaustive  paper  on  the  subject  of  "  Names,"  which,  after  reading 
before  the  Historical  Society  in  1816,  he  printed  in  a  small  pamphlet ;  it  is 
now  a  rare  antiquarian  curiosity.^     With  the  scholarship  and  accomplish- 

1  Memoirs,  by  Egbert  Benson,  entitled  Names  ("chiefly  names  of  places,  and  further  re- 
stricted to  places  in  that  portion  of  our  country  once  held  and  claimed  by  the  Dutch  by  right 
of  discovery,  and  by  them  named  New  Netherland"),  printed  1817.  Judge  Egbert  Benson 
was  born  1746,  died  1833.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Benson  (2),  born  1712,  died  1762,  whn 
was  the  son  of  Robert  Benson  (1),  born  1686,  who  was  the  son  of  Samson  Benson,  born  1652, 
—  married  the  daughter  of  Robert  Van  Deusen  —  who  was  the  son  of  the  first  of  the  family  in 
New  York,  Dirck  Benson  —  or  Bensing,  Bensinck,  Bensick,  Bensich,  as  the  ?;,ame  was 
variously  entered  upon  the  Dutch  and  English  records.  Dirck  Benson  came  from  Holland 
with  the  first  settlers  on  the  Van  Rensselaer  manor,  and  his  arms  were  painted  upon  the 
window  of  the  fir.st  church  in  Albany  ;  in  1653,  according  to  the  land  papers,  he  purchased 
a  lot  in  Broadway,  New  York  City.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  property  and  im- 
portance among  the  men  of  his  time.  He  had  five  children,  of  whom  Samson  was  the 
second  son.  Samson  had  seven  children,  three  of  whom  were  daughters  ;  Elizabeth  married 
Egbert  Van  Borsum.  Robert  (1),  second  son  of  Samson,  had  three  children  :  1.  Elizabeth, 
married  Hermanns  Rutgers,  whose  son  Robert  married  Elizabeth  Beekman,  and  daughter 
Mary  married  Anthony  M.  Hoffman  ;  2.  Catharine,  married  Colonel  Martin  Hoffman  ;  3. 
Robert  (2),  married  his  cousin,  Catharine,  daughter  of  Egbert  and  Elizabeth  Benson  Van 
Borsum.  The  cliildren  of  the  latter  were  :  1.  Robert  (3),  Secretary  of  the  Convention  which 
adopted  the  constitution  of  New  York,  born  1739,  died  1823  ;  2.  Henry;  3.  Judge  Egbert,  above 
mentioned,  who  never  married;  4.  Anthony;  5.  Mary;  6.  Cornelia.  Robert  (3)  married 
Dinah,  the  beautiful  daughter  of  John  Couwenhoven,  whose  children  were  :  1.  Robert  (4)  ;  2. 
Catharine,  married  John  L.  Lefterts  ;  3.  Egbert,  who  was  a  personal  friend  of  Henry  ( 'lay 
and  many  of  the  great  men  of  his  time,  married  Maria,  daughter  of  John  Couwenhoven, 
and  his  children  were,  Susan,  Robert  (5),  Egbert,  George  M.,  Leffert  L.,  Maria  E.,  Henry, 
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ments  of  the  two  first  vice-presidents,  Bishop  Moore  aud  Judi^e  lU'ockholst 
Livingstou,  the  reader  is  already  familiar.  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Mason  was 
esteemed  the  greatest  pulpit  orator  of  his  time  He  was  forty-four  years 
of  age,  of  noble  and  peerless  bearing  and  marvelous  cnidilion.  Animation 
of  manner,  warmth  of  temperament,  vigor  of  thought,  and  energy  of 
diction  were  his  special  characteristics.  He  temporized  with  no  errors, 
and  was  intimidated  by  no  obstacles.  Lethargy  and  indifference  found 
little  repose  within  sound  of  his  voice.  Through  his  efforts  a  theological 
seminary  was  established  in  New  York  in  1804,  of  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed professor.  Rev.  Dr.  Linn  was  distinguished  alike  for  pulpit  elo- 
quence and  varied  scholarship.  He  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  society,  and  was  laden  with  liistorical  materials. 
Kev.  Dr.  ^Miller  was  about  thirty-five,  and  had  ah'eady  acquired  much 
reputation  as  a  theological  and  polemical  writer.  His  Brief  Retrospai  of 
the  Eighteenth  Century,  published  in  1803,  marks  an  era,  in  our  literature ; 
and  according  to  a  British  critic  its  author  richly  deser\ed  the  i)raises  of 
both  hemispheres.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  pastor  in  New  York  irom 
1793  to  1813,  when  he  became  a  professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  and 
Church  Government  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton.  So 
deeply  were  his  sympathies  engaged  in  the  objects  of  the  Historical 
Society,  tliat  he  contemplated  a  History  of  New  York,  and  collected  ex- 
tensive materials  for  that  purpose. 

Another  eminent  divine,  whose  high  character  and  literary  uttainmcnts 
rendered  him  an  important  auxiliary,  was  Rev.  Dr.  John  N.  Abeel.  He 
was  of  the  same  age  as  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  young,  magnetic,  full  of  life  and 
vivacity,  and  the  possessor  of  a  voice  of  much  sweetness  and  melody. 
He  was  a  polished  speaker,  and  rarely  failed  to  capture  the  attention  of 
an  audience.  Dr.  David  Hosack  was  also  thirty-five ;  he  had  had  the 
advantage  of  medical  training  in  Edinburgh  and  London,  under  the  most 
celebrated  professors  of  the  age.  When  he  returned  to  New  York  in 
1794,  he  brought  the  first  collection  of  minerals  introduced  into  America  ; 
also  a  collection  of  the  duplicate  specimens  of  plants  from  the  herbarium 
of  Linnieus,  now  constituting  a  portion  of  the  Museum  of  the  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History  in  the  city.  While  a  professor  of  Botany  in  Columbia 
College,  he  founded  the  Elgin  Botanical  Garden,  in  1801,  a  work  of 
princely  munificence,  where  amiil  twenty  cultivated  acres  he  illustrated 

Kichard  H.  ;  4.  John,  inan-ied  Sarah  M.,  daughter  of  Augustine  H.  Lawrence,  whose  chihlreu 
were,  Robert  Augustine,  Catharine,  Sarah  —  married  tlie  Hon.  David  Stuart  —  and  Julia  ;  f>. 
Maria,  married  Judge  Letfert  Lefferts,  whose  daughter,  Elizabeth  Dorothea,  married  the  Hon. 
J.  Carson  Brevoort;  6.  Elizabeth  ;  7.  Jane,  married  Eichard  K.  Hoffman,  M.  D.,  wiiost-  ihiugh- 
ter  Heletia  married  Benjamin  Woolsey  Eogers.  — Family  Archives. 
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to  his  classes  the  mysteries  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  —  the  loves  and 
habits  of  plants  and  trees. ^  He  was  one  of  the  original  projectors  of  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  besides  giving  much  of  his  time  and 
talent  to  historical  ])ursuits ;  he  was  president  of  the  Historical  Society 
from  1820  to  1828.  The  presence  of  Samuel  Bayard  and  Peter  G.  Stuy- 
vesant  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Society  was  significant.  They  were  gen- 
tlemen of  education,  culture,  wealth,  public  spirit,  and  benevolence,  and 
they  bore  names  dear  to  the  New  York  heart.  liayard  resided  in  New 
Jersey,  where  he  had  done  much  to  promote  learning.  His  wife  was 
Martha  Pintard,  a  cousin  of  John  Pintard.  But  although  living  in 
another  State,  he  was  essentially  a  New-Yorker,  and  like  Stuyvesant  con- 
tributed no  little  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  his  ancestors. 

Anthony  Bleecker  excelled  all  others  in  devotion  t(j  the  future  charac- 
ter of  New  York.  His  taste  was  indispensable  to  every  arrangement  for 
the  good  of  the  prospective  Society.  He  was  remarkable  for  generous 
sympathy  as  well  as  literary  instinct,  and  was  a  favorite  with  all  the  men 
of  letters  of  his  time.  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton  was  everywhere  helpful.  He 
believed  the  institution  would  perform  a  double  service  through  the  clear- 
ing of  the  way  for  other  herculean  enterprises  already  taking  shape  in  his 
mind.  He  was  an  intellectual  giant.  Comprehending  the  great  needs  of  the 
conmiunity  at  large,  he  could  also  note  the  intermediate  steps  to  remark- 
able achievements.  Few  men  were  ever  more  industrious,  or  applied 
genius  and  industry  to  higher  and  more  important  ends.  His  scholarship 
was  as  varied  as  his  usefulness.  Metaphysics,  theology,  poetry,  belles 
lettres,  natural  history,  zoology,  botany,  mineralogy,  ichthyology,  and  orni- 
thology, all  in  turn  occupied  his  attention.  His  collection  of  minerals  in 
after  years  formed  one  of  the  most  vahiaVile  private  cabinets  in  the  United 
States.  He  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  many  learned  societies 
in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  corresponded  with 

^  The  Elgin  Botanical  Garden  became  the  resort  of  the  curious.  It  was  on  Murray 
Hill  near  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Roman  ('atholic  Cathedral,  covering  the  ground  be- 
tween Fifty-first  and  Forty-seventh  Streets,  and  Fifth  and  Sixth  Avenues.  Here  Michaux, 
Barton,  Mitchell,  Doughty,  Pursh,  and  Le  Conte  often  repaired  to  solve  the  doubts  of  the 
cryptogamist,  or  to  confirm  the  nuptial  theory  of  Vaillant.  Torrey,  the  eminent  naturalist 
and  public  benefactor,  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Hosack,  as  was  also  Professor  Gray.  Since  Dr. 
Hosack's  death  the  botanical  nomenclature  enrolls  no  less  than  sixteen  species  of  plants  of 
(lirterent  regions  under  the  genus  Hosackia.  (Old  New  York,  by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis.) 
Kian(;ois  A.  Michaux,  mentioned  above,  was  the  only  child  of  Andre  Michaux,  far  famed 
through  his  Oaks  of  North  America,  and  his  Flora.  Young  Michaux  was  the  author, 
in  1804,  of  A  Journey  to  the  West  of  the  Alkghamj  Mountains,  to  wliicli  was  added  a 
work  on  Forest  Trees;  through  his  influenc(^  a  great  number  of  .American  forest  treiis 
weie  planted  in  the  Garden  of  Plants,  in  Paris,  where  he  resided  through  a  long  and  u.seful 
life.  Frederic  Pm-sh  was  the  author  of  the  FUrra  Americce  Septentriomdi.'i,  and  for  several 
years  the  curator  of  the   Klgiu  Botanii'id  Gnrdeii. 


512  HISTORY    OF   THE   CITY   OF   NEW    YOUK. 

the  most  distinj^uished  men  of  the  a^t^e.^  The  scieutist,  Dr.  Samuel 
Latham  Mitchill,  of  the  first  standing  committee,  was  one  of  the  strong- 
pillars  of  the  Society  through  all  its  tender  years.  He  possessed  an  ex- 
ceptional memory,  with  unusual  opportunities  for  collecting  and  collating 
information.  He  was  in  the  national  counsels  at  Washington  the  greater 
part  of  the  first  dozen  years  of  the  century,  luit  he  found  time  to  be  of 
essential  service  to  New  York  notwithstanding  his  numerous  occupations. 
His  medical  career,  professional  labors,  political  services,  and  literary  and 
scientific  writings  all  give  evidence  of  superior  merit ;  he  was  a  sort  of  hu- 
man dictionary,  whose  opinion  was  sought  by  all  origijiators  and  inventors 
of  every  grade  throughout  his  entire  generation.  He  edited  the  Medical 
Repository,  commenced  in  1797,  for  sixteen  years,  in  which  he  was  aided 
liy  Dr.  Edward  Miller.  His  analysis  of  the  Saratoga  waters  greatly 
enhanced  the  value  and  importance  of  those  M-onderful  mineral  springs. 
His  mineralogical  survey  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1796,  of  which  he 
published  a  report  in  the  first  \olume  of  the  Medical  Repository,  gave 
Voluey  many  hints.  It  was  the  first  undertaking  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States,  and  secured  its  author  a  wide  reputation.  His  ingenious 
theory  of  the  doctrines  of  septon  and  septic  acid  gave  impulse  to  Sir 
Humphry  Davy's  vast  discoveries  ;  and  his  essays  on  pestilence  awak- 
ened inquiry  all  over  the  world.  As  early  as  1788  he  had  served  as  a 
commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Iroquois  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  lands 
in  Western  New  York  ;  and  in  1793  we  find  him  in  company  with  Chan- 
cellor Livingston  and  Simeon  De  Witt  establishing  the  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Agriculture,  IManufactures,  and  the  L^seful  Arts.  Duyckink 
enumerates  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  distinct  achievements  or  impor- 
tant acts  of  Dr.  Mitchill's  busy  life.^  In  course  of  years  he  became  an 
active  member  of  nearly  all  the  learned  societies  of  the  world. 

Dr.  Mitchill's  versatility  of  talent  has  been  the  theme  of  many  writers. 
The  wits  of  the  day  ridiculed  his  hospitality  to  new  ideas,  and  perpetrated 

1  Wliile  yet  (juite  young  De  Witt  ( 'liiitou  Ix-caiue  a  ineinher  of  the  ancient  fi'aternity  of 
Freemasons,  which  inehuled  such  men  as  Washington,  Lafayette,  Franklin,  Pinckney, 
Marshall,  and  Chancellor  Living.ston  ;  and  in  1816  he  was  unanimously  elected  to  the 
highest  masonic  office  in  this  country,  which  he  retained  until  his  death. 

-  The  first  reads  tluis  :  "  Returns  from  Europe  with  the  diploma  of  M.  D.  from  Edinburgh, 
obtained  in  1786  — after  having  been  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry,  in  the 
Latin  Lodge  of  the  Roman  Eagle,  by  the  famous  Joannes  Bruno,  1787."  Dr.  Samuel  Latham 
Mitchill  was  born  in  North  Hempstead,  Queens  County,  Long  Lsland,  August  20,  1764; 
died  in  New  York  City,  1831.  Tiirough  his  maternal  uncle.  Dr.  Samuel  Latham,  of  the  same 
village,  he  was  placed  under  tiie  instruction  of  Dr.  Leonard  Cutting  (who  was  classically 
educated  at  Cambridge,  England),  ami  afterwards  went  to  Edinburgh  to  complete  his  studies, 
remaining  nearly  four  year.s,  a  contemporary  student  with  Tlu>mas  Addis  P'.mniet  and  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  and  while  there  enjoyed  the  best  intellectual  society  in  Scotland. 
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all  manner  of  jokes  at  liis  expense,  which  he  seemed  to  enjoy  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  town.  His  faith  in  steam  navigation  was  a  special  object 
of  satire,  he  having  warmly  advocated  in  the  Legislature  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1798,  which  conferred  the  right  upon  Chancellor  Livingston  to 
navigate  the  waters  of  New  York  by  steam  ;  and  he  had  the  satisfaction, 
in  1807,  of  turning  the  tables  upon  those  who  laughed,  by  sailing  in  the 
first  steamboat  to  Albany. 

In  1804  he  advocated  with  considerable  ingenuity  a  new  name  for  the 
country  to  meet  the  supposed  want  of  a  national  term  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  there  was  a  lively  debate  upon  the  subject  in  the  new 
Historical  Society.  He  hit  upon  "  Fredouia  "  as  suggestive  of  a  generous 
idea,  and  thus  the  inhabitants  would  be  Fredes,  or  Fredonians ;  but  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  the  country  filled  up  so  rapidly  that  the  appellation  of 
"  American "  continued  to  prevail  and  was  not  esteemed  inappropriate. 
He  was  both  a  versifier  and  a  poet,  and  amused  himself  at  odd  moments 
in  humorous  fancies  and  in  the  production  of  scientific  poems.  On  one 
occasion  a  friend  found  him  after  breakfast  in  the  charitable  improvement 
of  nursery  rhymes.  He  said  :  "  I  have  found  that  the  verses  commencing 
'  Four-and-twenty  blackVjirds,  etc' 

abound  with  errors,  and  the   infantile  mind  is  led  astray  by  false  ideas 

of  the  musical  functions  of  cooked  birds ;    I  have  therefore  arranged  it 

thus :  — 

'  When  the  pie  was  opened  the  birds  they  were  songless. 

Was  not  that  a  pretty  dish  to  set  before  the  Congress  \ '  " 

In  the  next  breath  the  learned  doctor  might  have  been  absorbed  in 
the  anatomy  of  an  egg  or  a  fish,  deciphering  a  Babylonian  brick,  studying 
the  character  of  meteoric  stones,  the  different  species  of  brassia,  or  the 
geology  of  Niagara,  offering  suggestions  concerning  the  angle  of  a  wind- 
mill or  the  shape  of  the  gridiron,  advising  with  Michaux  on  the  beauty  of 
black  walnut  for  parlor  furniture,  investigating  bivalves  and  discoursing 
on  conchology  with  Dr.  Sanmel  Akerly,  his  brother-in-law,  talking  over 
the  feasibility  of  introducing  the  Bronx  Eiver  into  the  city  with  Professor 
Colles,  or  in  a  profound  exegetical  disquisition  on  Keunicott's  Hebrew 
Bible  with  the  great  Jewish  Eabbi,  Gershom  Seixas.  On  one  occasion  a 
conmiittee  of  soap-boilers  begged  him  to  defend  the  innoxious  influence 
of  their  vocation  in  a  crowded  population.  For  his  services  rendered  to 
the  democratic  soap-boilers  Chancellor  Livingston  humorously  told  him  he 
"  deserved  a  monument  of  hard  soap." 

Among  the  social  institutions  of  the  period  was  the  Krout  Club,  its 
members  being  descendants  of  the  early  Dutch  settlers,  and  one  of  its  prin- 
cipal features  was  an  annual  dinner  where  cabbage  was  served  in  an  end- 
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less  variety  of  dishes.  The  presidiug  otticev  was  called  the  "  Grand  Krout," 
and  it  was  customary  iniinediately  after  his  election  to  crown  him  with  a 
cabbage-head  nicely  fashioned,  throwing  at  the  same  instant  a  mantle  o\ 
cabbage-leaves  about  liis  sh(ndders.  Dr.  Mitchill,  wliile  thus  arrayed 
as  master  of  a  cabbage  feast,  once  delivered  a  most  amusing  eulogistic 
address  on  the  cabbage,  closing  with  the  words,  "  Thy  name  has  been 
abused,  as  if  '  to  cabbage'  were  to  pilfer  or  steal.  I  repel  with  indignation 
this  attempt  to  sully  thy  fame."  The  Turtle  Club,  comprising  the  "  solid 
men"  of  the  city,  was  in  the  habit  of  feasting  annually  on  turtle,  usually 
in  a  shady  grove  at  Hoboken,  and  Dr.  Mitchill  also  addressed  this  so- 
cial clan  in  one  of  his  happiest  strains  of  humor,  stating  that  "  the 
turtle,  by  an  odd  perversion  of  language,  means  the  cooing  bird  of 
Fredonia,  and  also  the  four-footed  reptile  of  Bahama."  He  frequently 
addressed  the  ladies  through  the  medium  of  the  Drone  Club  on  the 
liealthful  influence  of  the  alkalies,  and  the  depurating  virtues  of  white- 
washing. He  seemed  to  be  equally  at  home  on  all  subjects,  and  possessed 
a  charm  of  manner  and  a  magnetism  of  mind  that  was  unusual.  He  did 
much  to  advance  the  public  and  private  interests  of  New  York,  and 
elevate  her  scholastic  reputation  throughout  the  world. 

At  the  important  meeting  when  the  constitution  of  the  Historical  Soci- 
ety was  adopted  additional  persons  were  present,  whose  names  reflect  luster 
upon  the  oganization :  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bowden,  for  a  dozen  years  profes- 
sor of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Belles  Lettres  in  Columbia  College  ;  Rev. 
Dr.  John  C.  Kunze,  among  the  most  learned  divines  and  Oriental  schol- 
ars of  his  day,  and  the  first  to  strongly  urge  the  propriety  of  educating 
German  youth  in  English ;  John  Kemp,  the  eminent  mathematician, 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  before  he  was  twenty- 
one,  and  who  filled  not  only  the  chair  of  JNlathematics,  but  that  of  His- 
tory, Geography,  and  Chronology  in  Columbia  Ojllege  for  a  long  series  of 
years ;  Rev.  Dr.  William  Harris,  rector  of  St.  Mark's  Church  from  180:2  to 
1816,  a  classical  scholar  of  rare  proficiency,  versed  in  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory, who  was  afterwards  president  of  Columbia  College  for  many  years ; 
Peter  Wilson,  a  notable  linguist,  who  possessed  much  other  knowledge  of 
value  to  the  new  institution ;  John  Murray,  Jr.,  a  clever  man,  a  lover  of 
the  arts,  a  philanthropist,  and  an  early  and  ardent  promoter  of  our  free- 
school  system  ;  and  Dr.  Archibald  Bruce,  a  young  physician  of  twenty- 
eight,  who,  graduating  from  Columbia  in  1795,  soon  after  made  the  tour 
of  France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  and  collected  a  mineralogical  cabinet  of 
great  value  —  becoming  indeed  the  first  professor  of  mineralogy  in  this 
country,  and  edited  the  Journal  of  American  Mineralogi/.  Rev.  John  Henry 
Ho})art,  subse(|uently  P^piscopal  Bishop  of  New  York,  then  thirty  years. 
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of  age,  Daniel  \).  T(jiui»kiiis,  shortly  to  be  elected  governor  of  the  State, 
and  Kufus  King,  recently  returned  from  his  mission  t«»  England,  are 
more  full\'  introducetl  to  the  reader  elsewhere. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Faculty  oi'  Columbia  (Jollege  furnished  a 
strong  delegation  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  this  society  —  and  also  that 
several  oi'  its  founders  were  Regents  of  the  University.  Ex-(xovernoi' 
John  Jay  from  his  Bedford  retirement  rendered  substantial  encourage- 
ment ;  and  his  son,  Peter  Augustus^  Jay,  contributed  largely  to  the  mate- 
rial for  a  library.  His  benefactions  embraced  much  of  that  curious  accumu- 
lation of  periodicals  published  before  the  Revolution.  He  said,  "A  file  of 
American  newspapers  is  of  lar  more  value  to  our  design  than  all  the  Byzan- 
tine historians."  John  McKesson  w^as  a  large  contributor  of  Legislative 
documents,  of  which  were  the  Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress  and 
Convention,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
from  May,  1775,  to  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitution  in  1777. 
From  the  beginning  the  institution  comprehended  a  rare  amount  of  influ- 
ence and  literary  and  scientific  enthusiasm,  and  it  was  sustained  and  fos- 
tered by  the  erudite  and  the  accomplished.  Its  membership  through  all 
its  history  has  represented  the  best  scholarship  of  the  country  and  tlie 
age.  Its  presidents  —  Egbert  Benson,  Gouverneur  Morris,  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton, David  Hosack,  James  Kent,  Morgan  Lewis,  Peter  0.  Stuyvesaut, 
Peter  Augustus  Jay,  Albert  Gallatin,  Luther  Bradish,  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt, 
Hamilton  Fish,  Augustus  Schell,  and  Frederic  De  Peyster  —  have  been 
nearly  all  men  of  national  reputation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  subject  of  common  schools  was  discussed  with 
renewed  earnestness.  New  York  had  not  hitherto  been  destitute. 
Ever  since  the  Dutch  provided  schools  at  the  public  expense  op- 
])ortunity  had  been  afforded  for  universal  education  ;  nearly  every  church 
supported  a  school  of  its  own,  and  other  charity  fiee  schools  and  private 
schools  abounded.  There  were  in  the  city  at  this  date  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  teachers  actively  employed.  But  the  population  of  the  city  was 
increasing  rapidly,  and  its  enlightened  citizens  saw  the  tide  of  pAiropean 
emigration  drifting  multitudes  to  her  shores  whose  children  would  grow 
up  hopelessly  ignorant,  easy  victims  to  vice  and  crime,  unless  the  way 
was  prepared  for  them  to  receive  the  rudiments  of  knowledge.  Public 
economy  and  self-preservation,  not  less  than  religious  duty,  urged  the 
work  forward.  Several  of  the  philanthropic  i'ounders  of  the  Historical 
Society  discussed  the  subject,  and  finally,  through  the  advice  of  Thomas 
Fxldy,  a  meeting  was  called  on  the  19th  of  February,  at  the  house  of  John 
Murray,  Jr.,  in  Pearl  Street.  It  was  resolved  tf>  form  a  society  of  which 
the  membership  fee  should  be  eight  dollars  ;  but  the  subscription  list. 
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still  preserved,  was  headed  l)y  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton  with  a  donation 
of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  other  influential  men  gave  in  proportion. 
Jolni  Pintard,  the  city  inspector,  was  constantly  on  the  alert  to  advance 
the  enterprise.  Clinton,  while  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Kegents  of  the 
University,  had  imbibed  the  liberal  humanitarian  spirit  that  character- 
ized New  York,  and  being  elected  a  State  senator,  in  addition  to  the 
mayoralty  of  the  city,  he  was  able  to  bring  the  subject  with  uncommon 
vigor  before  the  Legislature.  The  resiilt  was  the  institution  of  a  free 
school,  independent  of  and  in  nowise  interfering  with  the  schools  already 
provided  by  churches,  corporations,  and  charities.  Thirty-seven  names 
were  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  the  society  was  entitled 
"  the  Society  for  establishing  a  Free  School  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  education  of  such  poor  children  as  do  not  belong  to  or  are  not  pio- 
vided  for  by  any  religious  society."  Thirteen  trustees  were  appointed  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  society,  of  whom  Mayor  Clinton  was  president, 
John  Murray,  Jr.,  vice-president,  Leonard  Bleecker  treasurer,  and  Ben- 
jamin D.  Perkins  secretary.  As  soon  as  the  society  assumed  responsible 
tbrin,  the  State  rendered  moderate  pecuniary  aid,  and  the  city  voted  a 
modest  appropriation.  In  April,  1806,  Colonel  Henry  Eutgers 
generously  donated  the  site  for  a  school-house  in  Henry  Street. 
The  first  school  was  opened  the  next  month  in  an  apartment  of  a  house 
in  Bancker,  now  Madis(jn,  Street,  with  forty  scholars  ;  the  corporation  of 
the  city  presently  offered  for  temporary  accommodation  a  building  adjacent 
to  the  almshouse,  in  which  the  school  tiourished  two  years. 

In  1808  the  charter  was  altered  and  the  name  of  the  corporation 
changed  to  the  "  Free  School  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York."  Al)out 
the  same  time  the  tenement  occupied  proving  greatly  inadequate  to  the 
demand  for  admission,  the  city  presented  to  the  society  an  extensive  lot 
of  ground  in  Chatham  Street,  where  a  convenient  l)rick  edifice  was 
erected  to  accommodate  five  hundred  pupils  in  one  room.  In  the 
lower  story  were  apartments  for  the  family  of  the  teacher,  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees,  and  for  another  school  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils.^ 

1  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  erection  of  this  building  (upon  which  was 
expended  some  thirteen  thousand  dollars)  either  in  building  materials  or  otherwise  :  Abraham 
IJussell,  William  Wickham,  William  Tilton,  Whitehead  Hicks,  M.  M.  Titus,  Richard  Titus, 
Joseph  Watkins,  J.  G.  Pierson  k  Brothers,  B.  W.  Rogers  &  Co.,  Richard  Speaight,  Abraham 
Bussing,  Daniel  Beach,  P.  Schermerhorn,  Jr.,  Thomas  Stevenson, Thomas  Smyth,  John  McKie, 
Isaac  Sharpless,  Jones  &  Clinch,  George  Youle,  John  Youle,  Forman  Cheeseman,  John  Rooke, 
(Jeorge  Lindsay,  Jonathan  Dixon,  J.  Sherred,  Alexander  Campbell,  William  &  G.  Post,  Joel 
Davis,  Henry  Hjllman,  Ebenezer  Ba.ssett,  Peter  Fenton,  William  McKenney.  — History  of  the 
Public  School  Society,  by  William  Oland  Bourne,  A.  M.  ;  De  Witt  Clintons  Address ;  His- 
tory of  Public  Education  in  the  City  of  Neu-  York,  by  Thomas  Boese  ;  Reports  of  (he  Board  oj 
Eth/ciition  ;  Public  School  Dorumni/s. 
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The  Iniilding  was  finished  and  dedicated  on  the  lltli  of  Decendier, 
1801t,  at  which  time  De  Witt  Clinton,  president  of  the  society  from 
1805  to  1828,  delivered  a  soiil-stirrinu;  and  memorable  address,  in  which 
he  said,  calling  attention  to  the  donati()n  of  Colonel  Ifutgers,  worth  at  least 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  to  the  condition  of  one  of  the  deeds  which 
made  it  necessary  to  build  a  school-house  thereon  before  June,  1811  — 
while  warmly  recommending  its  accomplishment  —  "  The  law  from  which 
we  derive  our  corporate  existence  does  not  confine  us  to  one  seminary, 
but  contemplates  the  estaljlishment  of  schools."  The  benevolence  of  New 
York  promptly  responded  to  tlie  appeal,  and  an  additional  subscription  of 
over  thirteen  thousand 
dollars  enabled  the  so- 
ciety to  lay  the  corner- 
•stone  of  the  second 
structure  on  the  11th 
of  November,  1810. 
The  ceremony  was 
performed  by  the  mu- 
nificent donor  of  the 
site,  in  presence  of  a 
large  concourse  of  peo- 
ple. The  next  year 
two  large  lots,  corner 

Oi  Hudson  and    Grove  F"'"*  Free-School  Building,  erected  in  1809. 

Streets,  were  gi\'en  to  the  society  by  the  vestry  of  Trinity  Church  for 
the  erection  of  a  third  school  building.  By  1825  the  one  free  school 
had  multiplied  into  six,  and  the  following  March  the  Legislature,  at 
the  request  of  the  trustees,  changed  the  name  of  the  corporate  l)ody 
to  "  The  Public  School  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  the  schools 
by  that  time  having  ceased  to  be  charity  schools,  and  henceforward  open 
JiO  all  without  distinction  of  sect  or  circumstances. 

The  original  corporators  of  what  was  so  soon  to  become  the  gigantic 
public  school  system  of  New  York  City  were,  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton, 
Samuel  Osgood,  Brockholst  Livingston,  John  Murray,  Jr.,  Jacob  Morton, 
Thomas  Eddy,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  John  Pintard,  Thomas  Pearsall,  Eev. 
Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  Joseph  Constant,  Kobert  Bowne,  Matthew  Clarkson, 
Archibald  Gracie,  John  McVickar,  Charles  Wilkes,  Henry  Ten  Broeck, 
Gilbert  Aspinwall,  Valentine  Seaman,  William  Johnson,  William  Coit, 
Matthew  Franklin,  Adrian  Hegenian,  Leonard  Bleecker,  Benjamin  (r. 
Minturn,  Thomas  Franklin,  Samuel  Russell,  Samuel  Doughty,  Alex- 
ander   Eobertson,    Samuel    Torbert,    John  Withington,    William    Kdgar, 
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(reorge  Tunibull,  William  Boyd,  .lacob  Mott,  Benjamin  Egbert,  Thomas 
Farmer,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Latham  Alitchill.  They  were  men  of  different 
religious  persuasions  and  political  })arties,  and  represented  nearly  every 
j)rofession,  as  well  as  the  commercial  and  social  life  of  the  city,  em- 
bracing more  solid  worth  and  real  and  merited  distinction  than  is  usually 
found  among  an  equal  number  of  individuals.  The  common  welfare 
and  the  common  safety  in  the  broadest  catholicity  of  spirit  was  the 
gcml.  No  sect  or  creed,  nationality  or  name,  was  to  be  known  in  admit- 
tiiig  scholars.  Thus  with  open-hearted  hospitality  the  metropolis  wel- 
comed the  perpetually  arriving  hosts  from  other  States  and  countries. 
As  New  York  had  been  foremost  on  this  continent  in  establishing,  after 
the  manner  of  O.xford,  a  university,  to  which  was  intrusted  the  superin- 
tendence of  all  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning  within  the  State,  and 
as  her  eldest  college,  Columbia,  exacted,  it  is  said,  of  a  candidate  for 
ad mission  more  classical  and  other  knowledge  than  any  other  college  in 
the  United  States,  it  is  the  more  interesting  to  note  the  sound  policy  with 
which  provision  was  made  for  the  education  of  the  humblest  and  most 
destitute  within  her  borders. 

Thomas  Eddy  was  a  philanthropist  of  the  highest  order,  and  his  life 
was  in  a  certain  sense  spent  for  the  good  of  New  York.  He  was  the  son 
of  a  Philadelphia  Quaker,  but  removed  to  New  York  at  an  early  age. 
He  was  not  quite  fifty  at  the  time  his  exertions  helped  to  found  the  first 
free  school,  and  for  months  he  spent  his  leisure  moments  in  going 
through  the  lanes  and  back  streets  looking  u])  children,  and  devising 
ways  and  means  for  the  success  of  the  undertaking.  He  had  already  been 
for  years  laljoring  to  change  the  ]jenal  code  of  the  State  and  establish  a  new 
penitentiary  system.  His  doctrine  was  the  prevention  of  crime  by  eradi- 
cating vice  ;  and  at  a  later  period  we  shall  find  him  prominent  in  found- 
ing the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  and  also 
with  De  Witt  Clinton  and  others  projecting  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum 
for  the  insane.  It  was  through  his  influence,  as  one  of  the  governors  of 
the  New  York  Hospital,  that  the  first  hospital  for  the  insane  was  erected 
in  1807;  he  became  deeply  interested  in  the  treatment  of  lunatics,  and 
coriesponded  with  philanthropists  in  every  part  of  the  world  upon  that 
delicate  subject.  He  was  actively  concerned  in  nearly  all  the  other  great 
charities  of  his  time. 

Charles  Wilkes  was  president  of  the  Bank  of  New  Y'ork.  He  was  a 
nephew  of  the  celeV>rated  John  Wilkes,  the  member  of  Parliament  who 
figured  in  English  politics  for  a  long  period,  and  the  brother  of  John 
Wilkes,  a  lawyer  residing  in  Wall  Street,  whose  son  Charles,  born  in 
1801,  was   the  famous  naval  commander,  hero  of  the  capture  of  Mason 
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and  Slidell.^  Alexander  IJoltertsun  was  an  educated  Scotclmian  of  aliuut 
tliirty-tbree,  who,  removing  to  New  York  some  years  before,  had  developed 
artistic  gifts  of  superior  order;  he  was  recognized  as  a  successful 
portrait-painter,  and  became  secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Fine  iVrts. 
Matthew  Clarkson's  name  is  familiar  to  the  reader.  He  was  called  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  in  1804,  which  position  he  i-etained 
until  a  few  days  before  his  death,  a  period  of  twenty-one  years.  He  was 
also  the  senior  vice-president  of  the  American  Piible  Society.  J)e  Witt 
Clinton  said,  "  Wherever  a  charitable  or  public-spirited  institution  was 
about  to  be  established  Clarkson's  presence  was  considered  essential.  His 
sanction  became  a  passport  to  public  approbation."  His  name  is  associated 
with  the  foundation  of  nearly  all  the  early  meritorious  societies  of  New 
York,  whether  intended  for  education,  culture,  relief,  or  protection.  Chan- 
cellor Kent  said,  "  His  portrait  presents  an  elevation  of  moral  grandeur 
'above  all  Greek,  abo\e  all  Roman  fame.'  It  belongs  to  Christianity  alone 
to  form  and  to  animate  such  a  character."  In  private  life  no  man  was 
more  beloved  for  amiable  qualities. 

Gilbert  Aspinwall  was  a  wealthy  importer  and  owner  t)f  sliij)S,  the 
]»roniiuent  representative  of  a  family  of  princely  merchants  whose  history 
for  upwards  of  a  century  is  interwoven  with  that  of  the  city.  He  live<l 
in  a  large  commodious  mansion  in  Beaver  Street,  corner  of  Broadway, 
afterwards  the  home  of  his  son-in-law,  John  Van  Buren.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  tastes  and  no  inconsiderable  learning,  of  great  financial  abilit}',  of 
large  benevolence,  and  of  many  social  attractions.  He  was  one  of  The 
Friendly  Club,  which  flourished  for  many  years  before  and  a  few  years 
after  the  death  of  AVashington — until  annihilated  by  political  differ- 
ences. This  club  included  among  its  members  Chancellor  Kent,  Charles 
Brockden  Brown,  Anthony  Bleecker,  Dr.  Edward  Miller,  John  Mc"\^ickar, 
William  Walton  Woolsey,  George  Muirnson  Woolsey,  William  Dunlap, 
and  Dr.  Samuel  Latham  Mitchill;  it  met  at  the  houses  of  its  mend)ers 
in  rotation  every  Tuesday  evening,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  host  to 
direct  conversation  through  the  reading  of  a  passage  from  some  favorite 
author.     At  the  close  of  the  discussion  light  refreshments  —  wine,  cake, 

1  When  the  Bank  of  New  York  first  commenced  business  in  1784,  Charles  AVilkes  was  it.s 
principal  teller.  In  1794  he  was  made  cashier  :  Gulian  Verplanck  Avas  then  president.  He 
was  subsequently  elevated  to  the  presidency  of  the  institution,  and  remained  in  the  director- 
.shi))  to  the  end  of  his  life.  His  son,  Hamilton  Wilkes,  married  a  daughter  of  Henry  A. 
Costei-.  Commander  Charles  Wilkes  married  the  sister  of  Profe.ssor  Renwick.  The  Slidells 
were  also  a  New  York  family,  and  lived  on  Broadway.  John  Slidell  was  president  of  the 
(feneral  Societj'  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  and  from 
1810  to  1817,  was  the  first  pre.sidentof  the  Mechanics'  Bank.  His  son,  John  Slidell,  the  future 
senator,  and  ( 'ommander  Wilkes  were  neighbors  and  playmates  in  childhood. 
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etc. —  were  served  without  ceremony.  Gilbert  Aspinwall  was  the  son  of 
Captain  John  Aspinwall,  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church  bei'ore  the 
Kevolution,  whose  country-seat  was  at  Flushing ;  and  his  brother,  John 
Aspinwall,  was  his  partner  in  business. 

John  McVickar  was  also  an  importer  and  ship-owner.  He  was  a  tall, 
sharp-featured,  courtly  man,  with  a  kindly  eye,  a  smile  of  singular  sweet- 
ness, and  a  mouth  and  chin  indicative  of  an  unbending  will.  He  was 
rich  and  respected,  able  and  generous.  He  was  noted  for  his  prominence 
in  building  churches,  and  was  constantly  aiding  the  clergy  —  also  unob- 
trusively assisting  deserving  young  merchants  in  trouble.  It  was  a 
conniion  remark  in  disastrous  times  among  business  men,  "  Well,  who  is 
McVickar  going  to  help  to-day  ?  "  His  wife  was  Ann,  daughter  of  John 
Moore,  first  cousin  of  Bishop  Moore,  and  the  sister  of  Lady  Dongan. 
He  had  nine  children,  to  all  of  whom  he  gave  a  liberal  education,  and 
the  benefit  of  a  tour  through  Europe.  His  son  John  was  the  accom- 
plished professor  in  Columbia  College,  who  married  the  daughter  of  the 
I'amous  Dr.  Bard  ;  another  son,  Archibald,  after  graduating  from  Colum- 
bia, went  to  England  and  finished  his  education  at  Cambridge,  then 
married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston  ;  still  another 
son,  Benjamin,  married  Isaphaue,  daughter  of  Lsaac  Lawrence,  president  of 
the  United  States  Bank  in  New  York;  and  one  of  his  daughters,  Augusta, 
married  Judge  William  Jay,  the  youngest  son  of  the  chief  justice. 

Archibald  Gracie  was  another  great  merchant  doing  business  with  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Oliver  Wolcott,  who  knew  him  intimately,  said  "  he 
Mas  one  of  the  excellent  of  the  earth  —  actively  liberal,  intelligent,  seek- 
ing and  rejoicing  in  occasions  to  do  good."  His  wealth  was  enormous, 
even  after  he  lost  over  a  million  of  dollars  through  the  Berlin  and 
]\Iilan  decrees.  Josiah  Quincy  was  entertained  by  him  at  dinner 
while  passing  through  New  York  on  his  journey  to  Washington  in 
1805,  and  described  his  country-seat  on  the  East  Pdver,  opposite  Hell- 
Gate,  as  beautiful  beyond  description.  "A  deep,  broad,  rapid  stream 
glances  with  an  arrowy  fleetness  by  the  shore,  hurrying  along  every 
species  of  vessel  which  the  extensive  country  affords.  The  water,  Ijro- 
ken  by  the  rocks  which  lie  in  the  midst  of  the  current  into  turbu- 
lent waves,  dashing,  foaming,  and  spending  their  force  upon  the  rocks, 
and  the  various  courses  every  vessel  has  to  shape  in  order  to  escape 
from  the  dangers  of  the  famous  pass,  present  a  constant  change  and 
novelty  in  this  enchanting  scene.  The  shores  of  Long  Island,  full  of 
cultivated  prospects  and  interspersed  with  elegant  country-seats,  bound 
the  distant  view.  The  mansion  is  elegant,  in  the  modern  style,  and  the 
grounds   laid   out   with   taste   in   wardens."      Among   the    other  guests 
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at  Mr.  Grade's  ilmner-table  ou  this  occasion  were,  Oliver  Wolcott,  who 
resided  in  the  city  for  a  dozen  or  more  years  after  he  retired  from  the 
Treasury,  becoming  the  tirst  president  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  Judge 
Pendleton,  Hamilton's  second  in  the  fatal  duel,  and  Dr.  Hosack,  who 
subsequently  married  the  widow  of  the  Holland  merchant,  Henry  A. 
Coster,  who  was  then  residing  at  his  country-seat  on  the  East  Kiver, 
near  the  foot  of  Thirtieth  Street.^ 

Of  Archibald  Gracie,  whose  lieautiful  ships  antl  well-known  red  and  white 
private  signal  were  familiar  in  every  sea,  no  more  endearing  memory  exists 


Residence  of  Archibald  Gracie. 

[On  East  River  at  Horns  Hook,  or  i.racics  Point  — foot  of  Eighty-nintli  Street.] 

than  that  of  his  intelligent  and  far-reaching  sympathy  in  the  free-school 
enterprise.  His  manliness  and  liberality  are  recorded  in  imperishable 
colors.  He  said  ignorance  was  the  cause  as  well  as  the  effect  of  bad 
governments,  and  the  rational  powers  must  first  be  cultivated  if  we  w'ould 
entertain  just  ideas  of  the  obligations  of  morality  or  the  excellences  of 
religion.  The  fundamental  error  of  Europe  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  in- 
famous neglect  of  the  education  of  her  poor.  Magnificent  colleges  and 
universities,  dedicated  to  literature,  were  all  very  well,  but  it  was  a  car- 
dinal mistake  to  withhold  appropriations  for  diffusing  knowledge  among 
the  lower  classes.  He  gave  a  strong  impulse  to  the  movement  from  which 
millions  have  already  reaped  benefits  beyond  price.  Mrs.  Gracie  was  an 
educated  lady  of  rare  culture,  and  their  domestic  life  was  of  the  purest, 
sweetest,  and  most  charming  character.     She  was  Esther  Eogers,  sister  of 

1  The  first  wife  of  Dr.  Hosack  was  the  sister  of  Thomas  Eddy  the  philanthropist. 
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tlie  distinguished  luercliant  brothers,  Fitch,  Henry,  Moses,  and  Nehemiah 
liogers,  three  of  whom  founded  three  great  mercantile  houses  in  the 
city.  Her  sons  were  men  of  sterling  character,  and  her  daughters  were 
among  the  best  informed  and  most  attractive  ladies  in  New  York,  two 
of  whom  married  sons  of  Hon.  Eufus  King,  and  a  third  married  Hon. 
William  Beach  Lawrence. 

Between  Grade's  Point  —  which  the  traveler  on  the  East  River  may 
now  recognize  by  an  enormous  tree  towering  above  the  bluff,  nearly  or 
quite  two  centuries  old  —  and  the  city  were  at  that  date  numerous 
[country-places  and  fine  grounds  of  special  historic  interest,  of  which  tlie 
Beekman  mansion  near  Fifty  first  Street,  and  the  Kip  mansion  on  the 
line  of  Thirty-fifth  Street,  have  "been  illustrated  in  the  earlier  pages 
of  this  work.'  Between  these  two,  overlooking  Turtle  IJay  near  Forty- 
first  Sti'eet,  stood 
the  summer  resi- 
dence of  Francis 
Bayard  Wiuthrop, 
a  descendant  ot 
(rovernor  Wiu- 
throp, who  mar- 
ried the  daughter 
of  Moses  Eogers, 
andafterherdeath, 
Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Wal- 
ton Woolsey.2  In 
architectural  ap- 
pearance the  Wiu- 
throp mansion  was 

similar  to  that  of  the  Beekmans,  except  that  it  was  flanked  by  two  octagon 
wdngs.  At  a  more  modern  period  it  was  known  as  the  Cutting  homestead. 
The  Coster  mansion  was  moi'e  of  the  Grecian  type  of  architecture,  then 
much  in  vogue  upon  Manhattan  Island.^  It  was  finely  shaded,  and  a 
smooth-cut  lawn  extended  to  the  river's  edge. 

1  Sue  Vol.    I.    I'/.K    r»61».      The  re.sideiices  of  Peter  (lerard  .Stuyvesant   ami  his  brother 
Ni(diolas  Stuyvesant  are  ilhistiated  in  Vol.  I.  217. 

)  2  The  \yjte  of  Moses  Rogers  was  Saiah,  sister  of  William  Walton  Woolsey,  and  of  Mary, 
the  wife  of  President  Timothy  Dwight  of  Yale  College.  William  Walton  Woolsey's  vife 
was  Elizabeth,  sister  of  President  Dwight,  and  granddaughter  of  President  Edwards.  He 
was  a  great  sugar  refiner  and  merchant,  and  held  many  public  offices  and  trusts. 
His  son,  Theodore  Dwight  Woolsey,  born  in  New  York  in  1801,  was  President  of  Yale 
College  from  1846  to  1871. 

•^  Henrv  A.  Coster  owned  a  handsome  residence  also  in  Chamljers  Strert.      His  wealth  and 


The  Coster  Mansion. 


[On  East  River,  near  Thirtietli  ; 
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In  tlie  mean  time,  while  the  foundation  was  being  laid  for  the  golden 
records  of  the  Free  School  Society,  a  number  of  the  cultivated  and  influen- 
tial ladies  of  New  York  originated  a  scheme  of  usefulness  similar  to  that 
of  the  industrial  schools  of  a  later  date,  except  that  the  teaching  was 
gratuitous.  Mrs.  Isabella  Graham,  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Joanna  Bethune, 
motlier  of  Rev.  Dr.  George  Washington  Bethune,  the  celebrated  divine, 
author,  and  poet,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Hoffman  were  foremost  in  this  endeavor 
to  throw  light  into  the  habitations  of  the  destitute.  A  meeting  was 
called  February  11, 1804,  and  twenty-nine  ladies  assembled  in  the  parlors 
of  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman.  It  was  resolved  to  visit  the  poor  districts 
personally,  in  pairs  for  mutual  protection,  and  devote  certain  specified 
hours  of  the  day  to  the  work  of  instruction.  As  it  was  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  Sabbath  schools  in  the  city,  and  while  the  pressing  need  of  a 
non-sectarian  free  school  was  agitating  the  community,  the  self-imposed 
duties  of  these  philanthropists  may  be  easily  conjectured. 

In  the  course  of  two  following  years  other  ladies  of  commanding  social 
position  joined  the  charitable  coterie,  among  whom  was  Mrs.  John 
McVickar,  Mrs.  Coster,  and  tlie  wife  of  Major  Fairlie.  The  question  of 
providing  for  the  orphan  children  of  deceased  widows  was  again  and  again 
discussed,  and  it  was  finally  decided  to  appeal  to  the  benevolent  public.  A 
meeting  was  called  on  the  15th  of  March,  1800,  when  the  New  York 
Orphan  Asylum  Society  was  organized,  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Hoffman  **""®' 
first  directress,  Mrs.  Alexander  Hamilton  second  directress,  Mrs.  Bethune 
treasurer,  and  ten  prominent  ladies  constituting  a  board  of  managers.  A 
two-story  frame  house  in  Greenwich  village  was  hired,  and  a  few  orphans 
gathered  at  once  into  the  fold.  The  ladies  adopted  from  the  beginning, 
as  a  principle  of  management,  never  to  refuse  an  orphan  child  brought  to 
them  for  protection,  whether  they  had  a  dollar  in  the  treasury  or  not, 
from  which  they  never  swerved.  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune  wrote :  "  I  have 
often  heard  my  mother  say  that  in  any  time  of  need  a  few  words  stating 
that  the  funds  of  the  society  needed  replenishing,  thrown  into  a  news- 
paper, was  sure  to  bring  in  donations  equal  to  the  need ;  more  frequently 
the  money  came  in  liefore  the  appeal  was  made." 

that  of  his  brothi'i-,  John  (J.  Coster,  added  materially  to  the  prosperity  of  New  York.  They 
imported  all  kinds  of  goods,  and  were  constantly  buying  and  shipping  to  Europe  all  kinds  of 
American  produce.  Both  brothers  were  directors  in  the  chief  money  cor]iorations  of  the  period, 
.such  as  the  Manhattan  Bank,  the  Merchants'  Bank — of  which  John  G.  Coster  was  elected 
president  to  succeed  Henry  Remsen,  in  1826  —  and  the  two  insurance  companies,  the  Phoenix 
and  the  Globe  ;  and  they  were  large  contributors  to  the  humane  institutions  rapidly  spring- 
ing into  existence.  One  of  the  daughters  of  Henry  A.  Co.ster  married  William  Laight,  another 
married  the  son  of  Charles  Wilkes.  John  G.  Coster  built  a  splendid  granite  double  residence 
above  Canal  Street  on  Broadway,  about  1833.  which  was  con.sidered  palatial  in  its  day.  His 
chililriMi  intermarried  witli  the  Primes,  W'  I.ancevs,  ami  other  notabh>  families. 
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It  soon  became  evident  that  a  building  was  indispensable,  and  an  acre 
of  ground  was  purchased  in  Bank  Street,  where  a  plain  structure  fifty 
feet  square  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  some  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Mrs.  Bethune  managed  the  finances  with  great  skill,  pledging  her  hus- 
band's credit  for  thousands  of  dollars  rather  than  that  the  building  should 
be  delayed.  Several  of  the  ladies  advanced  money  from  their  own  well- 
filled  purses.  The  debt  that  remained  at  the  completion  of  the  building 
was  soon  canceled  by  donations  and  legacies ;  and  the  growth  of  the 
city  increased  the  value  of  the  property  in  such  rapid  ratio,  that  in  1840 
it  was  comparatively  easy  to  replace  the  original  by  the  noble  edifice 
which  now  stands  in  the  midst  of  ten  acres  of  ground  on  the  shore  of  the 
Hudson  at  Seventy-fourth  Street.  In  1817  Mrs.  Hoffman  resigned  her 
place  at  the  head  of  the  institution,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
still  beautiful  in  her  ripening  age,  brilliant  in  conversation,  and  whose 
chief  happiness  was  found  in  a  religious  life  devoted  to  active  charities. 

An  English  writer  in  1807  enumerates  thirty-one  benevolent  institu- 
tions in  New  York  City,  and  calls  attention  particularly  to  the 
efforts  of  the  ladies  to  provide  for  poor  widows  and  orphan  chil- 
dren as  worthy  of  imitation  in  Great  Britain.^ 

A  medical  society  was  incorporated  in  1806  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
physicians  and  surgery  in  the  State.  All  practitioners  henceforward 
nmst  be  examined,  and  receive  a  diploma  from  a  board  of  censors  ap- 
pointed by  this  body,  before  they  could  legally  collect  any  debts  incurred 
in  the  duties  of  their  calling.  A  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
was  chartered  by  the  Regents  of  the  University  in  1807,  the  Legislature 
having  sanctioned  tlie  act  sixteen  years  prior  to  that  date.  It  was  opened 
in  November  with  such  success  that  the  State  immediately  appropriated 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  its  support.  The  importance  and  usefulness 
of  an   institution  devoted  exclusively  to  the  cultivation  and  diffusion  of 

'  These  institutions,  or  benefit  societies,  were  :  The  Free  School  Society,  Tammany  Society, 
Provident  Society,  incorporated  in  1805,  Mutual  Benefit  Society,  Benevolent  Society,  Albion 
Benevolent  Society,  Ladies'  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  with  Small  Children,  New 
York  Manufacturing  Society,  Fire  Department  Society,  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen, 
The  Dispensary,  instituted  in  1790  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  who  were  unable  to  procure 
medical  aid  at  their  dwellings  —  and  incorporated  in  1795,  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  founded 
in  1798  by  Robert  Lenox,  Dr.  Hosack,  and  others,  the  Manumission  Society,  the  Marine  So- 
ciety, chartered  April  12,  1770,  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  Kine-pock  Institution,  City  Hospital, 
Almshouse,  House  Carpenters'  Society,  Bellevue  Hospital,  founded  by  the  city  upon  the  old 
estate  of  Lindley  Murray  for  an  occasional  infirmary.  Marine  Hospital  at  Staten  Island,  Hu- 
mane Society,  Masonic  Society  containing  thirteen  lodges,  German  Society,  Society  of  United 
Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  First  Protestant  Episcopal  Charity 
School  Society,  St.  George's  Society,  St.  Patrick's  Society,  St.  Andrew's  Society,  the  New 
England  Society,  and  the  Cincinnati. —  Hardies  Description  of  New  York ;  The  Picture  of 
Xew  York,  or  Traveler's  Guide,  by  Dr.  Mitchell,  1807  ;  Corporation  Manual,  1870,  \^.  855. 
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medical  science  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  connmuiity,  and  fii'ty- 
three  students  the  first,  and  seventy-two  the  second  year,  bore  testimony 
to  the  ability  with  which  courses  of  instruction  were  delivered  in  all  the 
branches  of  medicine.  In  September,  1813,  a  great  event  occurred  in  the 
medical  annals  of  New  York :  the  medical  faculty  and  medical  school  of 
Columbia  College  and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  were  con- 
solidated, becoming  one  of  the  most  distinguished  schools  of  practical 
medicine  at  that  time  in  the  country. 

The  demand  for  classical  learning  in  New  York  was  so  great  at  this 
period  that  many  excellent  private  seminaries  were  sustained  where  boys 
were  prepared  for  college  under  able  teachers.  The  publishers  and  book- 
sellers were  numerous,  and  generally  men  of  property.  In  1802  the  first 
social  gathering  of  American  publishers  occurred  at  the  old  City  Hotel  in 
Broadway,  under  the  auspices  of  Matthew  Carey.  From  that  time  a 
"  literary  fair,"  as  then  called,  was  held  every  year,  alternating  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  It  promoted  acquaintance,  encouraged  the 
arts  of  printing  and  book-binding,  and  facilitated  the  circulation  of  books 
tln-ough  the  nation.  The  high  taxes  and  prices  of  paper  and  labor  in 
Great  Britain  were  favorable  to  authorship  and  the  publication  of  books 
in  America.  English  works  of  celebrity  were  reprinted  and  sold  for  one 
fourth  the  original  price.  Latin  editions  of  the  writings  of  Caesar, 
Cicero,  and  Virgil  were  printed  in  beautiful  style,  and  some  remarkable 
editions  of  the  Bible  were  issued.  Three  or  four  public  reading-rooms 
were  supported  by  subscription,  and  several  of  the  booksellers  established 
circulating  libraries. 

Nineteen  newspapers,  of  which  eight  were  dailies,  together  with  several 
monthly  and  occasional  publications,  entertained  New  York  in  1807.^ 
The  expansion  of  the  press  during  the  eventful  years  since  the  adoption  oi 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  when  the  editor  of  an  almost  solitary  news- 
paper was  content  to  be  compositor,  pressman,  folder,  and  distributor,  and 
considered  himself  doing  a  fair  business  if  he  sold  three  or  four  hundred 
copies  of  one  issue,  seems  marvelous.  But  it  was  only  the  healthful  indi- 
cation of  the  brilliant  future  for  journalism  in  New  York,  which  in  the 

^  The  inoniing  newspapers  in  1807  were  The  .American  Citizen,  The  New  York  Gazette, 
The  Mercantile  Advertiser,  The  Moming  Chronicle,  The  People's  Friend ;  and  the  evening 
newspapers  were  The  Commercial  Advertiser,  The  Evening  Post,  and  The  Public  Advertiser. 
Twice  every  week  The  Republican  Watch-  Tower  was  issued  from  the  office  of  The  Armrimn 
Citizen,  The  Spectator  from  the  office  of  The  Commercial  Advertiser,  The  Express  from  tlie 
office  of  The  Morning  Chronicle,  The  Herald  from  the  office  of  Tlw.  Evening  Post,  and  Thr 
People's  Friend  from  the  office  of  The  People's  Friend.  The  weeklies  were  The  New  York 
Price  Current,  The  IVeekly  Museum,  The  Weekly  Visitor,  The  Independent  Republiccm,  The 
J  Feck/ y  Inspector,  and  The  Neio  York  Spy. 
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three-fourths  of  u  century  followiug  1807,  was  to  result  iu  the  record  to 
appear  upon  a  future  page. 

To  measure  the  situation  at  this  early  period  of  the  century,  it  nuist  be 
borne  constantly  in  mind  tliat  all  modern  facilities  tor  traveling  through  the 
country  were  yet  unknown.  Slow,  unwieldy  stage-coaches,  private  con- 
veyances, saddle-horses,  and  sloops  where  bodies  of  water  made  their  use 
practicable,  were  the  only  vehicles  for  transportation.  Country  roads  were 
hardly  passable,  and  bridges  were  almost  unknown.  Acc-idents  often 
occurred  in  solitary  places,  for  the  fording  of  rivers  is  always  perilous, 
and  the  scows  used  for  ferry-lioats  were  little  better  than  death-tra]»s  in 
a  multitude  of  instances.  In  the  summer  of  IHo:;  a  |ile;isure-party  from 
New  York  City  visited  Canada,  spending  a  few  days  in  Ogdensburg,  Mon- 
treal, and  Quebec.  They  traveled  in  wagons.  The  party  consisted  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ludlow  Ogden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  Miss  Ann 
Moffmau,  Miss  Eliza  Ogden,  and  Washington  Irving,  then  a  gay  youth  (jf 
twenty.  On  one  (occasion  the  wagon  in  which  the  young  ladies,  attended 
by  Washington  Irving,  were  riding  "  stuck  fast  in  the  mud,  and  one  of 
the  horses  laid  down  and  refused  to  move."  The  yotmg  people  alighted 
and  climbed  into  the  next  wagon,  which  presently  mired,  and  the  wliole 
l)arty  were  compelled  to  walk.  Suddenly  it  began  to  nun,  and  coming 
upon  a  little  shed  of  bark  laid  on  crotchets,  which  had  served  some 
hunter  for  a  night's  shelter,  the  ladies  were  hurried  into  it ;  Init  one  half 
of  it  tumbled  down  upon  them  iu  the  l)eginning,  and  although  the  gentle- 
men tried  to  make  a  roof  with  their  overcoats,  it  was  in  vain  to  think  of 
remaining,  and  they  toiled  along  half  a  mile  further,  where  they  found  a 
small  hut  about  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet  square.  It  had  but  one  room, 
although  occupied  by  eight  persons  already,  and  here  our  New  York 
travelers  spent  the  night,  and  the  next  day  proceeded  on  their  journey  iu 
an  ox-cart. 

It  should  furthermore  be  observed  that  art  and  literature  could  hardly  be 
said  to  have  secured  an  existence  in  New  York  prior  to  1807.  Through 
the  suggestion  of  Chancellor  Livingston  a  subscription  had  been  opened 
in  1801  for  raising  means  to  purchase  statues  and  paintings  for  the  in- 
struction of  artists,  and  a  Fine  Art  Society  was  finally  organized  in  1802. 
A  school  for  drawing  and  painting  had  been  successfully  taught  by  Rob- 
ertson for  some  years.  But  it  was  not  until  February  13,  1808,  that  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  incorporated  the  American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 
Livingston  had  secured  for  it  many  valuable  specimens  of  art  during  his 
residence  iu  France,  and  was  chosen  the  first  president  of  the  institution  ; 
Colonel  John  Trumbull,  the  great  American  art-ist,  was  vice-president  ; 
]\Iavor  De  Witt  CMinton,  Dr.  Hosack,  John  Murray,  William  Cutting,  and 
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Charles  Wilkes  were  its  first  directors.  Eioperor  Napoleon  presented  to 
the  academy  valuable  busts,  anticjue  statues,  twenty-four  large  volumes 
of  Italian  prints,  and  several  portfolios  of  drawings  ;  he  was  made  an 
honorary  Tnenibei,  as  were  also  his  brothers  Lucien  Bonaparte  and  Joseph 
Bonaparte.  There  was  no  dearth  of  literaiy  talent  in  the  city,  but  it  had 
been  almost  exclusively  directed  to  political  subjects,  and  to  organizing 
theories  and  testing  untried  institutions.  Charles  Brockdeu  Brown  had 
written  a  series  of  remarkable  novels,  but  James  J^enimore  Cooper,  who 
has  the  creditof  giving  the  first  decided  impulse  to  romantic  fiction  in  this 
country,  and  some  of  whose  works  are  known  abroad  in  almost  every  liv- 
ing language,  was  but  eighteen,  and  striving  for  promotion  in  the  navy 
rather  than  to  turn  love-stories  into  bank-accounts.  The  geography  of 
Morse  and  the  spelling-books  of  Webster  had  made  their  way  to  public 
approbation  through  much  opposition.  Their  success  may  be  classed  among 
the  wonders  of  literary  history.  But  the  trepidation  of  an  American 
pul)lislier  when  the  question  was  to  be  decided  of  reprinting  an  EnglisJi 
poem  reveals  the  lack  of  practical  experience  in  the  publishing  world. 
Sir  Walter  Scott  issued  his  Lay  of  the  Last  Mmstre/  in  1804.  A 
presentation  copy  in  luxurious  quarto  was  received  by  Mrs.  Divie 
Bethune,  who  was  intimate  with  the  author  in  Scotland.  The  volume 
circulated  widely  among  friends,  and  it  was  observed  that  the  Min- 
strel was  a  classic.  An  American  reprint  was  suggested.  The  publisher 
hesitated,  then  called  in  a  literary  coterie,  who  pronounced  the  poem 
too  local  in  its  natui-e,  and  its  interest  obsolete ;  its  measure  was  thouglit 
too  varied  and  irregular,  and  without  the  harmony  of  tuneful  ro])e.  Thus 
it  was  rejected  by  the  critical  tribunal.  Long  worth,  h()\\'e\ei',  .soon 
brought  sufficient  resolution  to  the  front,  and  printed  it  in  his  Belles- 
Left  res  RepodtoTji  of  1805. 

Washington  Irving  was  but  twenty-four,  and  then  more  distinguislied 
•  in  the  city  of  his  birth  for  being  a  very  heedless  law-student  than  for 
genius  in  letters.  He  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  the  autumn 
of  1806,  through  the  lenity  of  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  as  he  says,  with 
whom  he  had  studied,  and  who  examined  the  candidates.  He  was  living 
with  his  mother  in  William  Street,  corner  of  Ann,  and  wrote  clever  articles 
very  fi-equently  for  The  Morning  Chronicle,  edited  by  his  brother  Dr.  Peter 
Irving,  but  few  knew  that  he  was  the  author  of  them.  On  the  24th  of 
January,  1807,  Seilrnar/nndi  first  appeared,  in  the  form  of  a  little  primer 
alxiut  six  and  one  half  inches  long  and  three  and  one  half  inches  wide, 
published  by  Longwoitli.  The  editors  announced  themselves  three 
in  number,  "all  townsmen,  good  and  triie,"  and  said  their  new  ])a])er 
would  contain    "the  quintessence  of    luodei'n   criticism."     They    further 
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proclaimed:  "  Oiu'  intention  is  simply  to  instruct  the  young,  reform 
the  old,  correct  the  town,  and  castigate  the  age.  As  everybody  knows, 
or  ought  to  know ,  what  a  Salmayundi  is,  we  shall  spare  ourselves  the 
trouble  of  an  explanation.  .  .  .  Neither  will  we  puzzle  our  heads  to  give 
an  account  of  ourselves,  for  two  reasons  :  first,  Ijecause  it  is  nobody's 
business ;  secondly,  because,  if  it  were,  we  do  not  hold  ourselves  bound 
to  attend  to  anybody's  business  but  our  own,  and  even  that  we  take  the 
liberty  of  neglecting  when  it  suits  our  inclination.  .  .  .  We  beg  the 
public  particularly  to  understand  that  we  solicit  no  patronage.  We  are 
determined,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  patronage  shall  be  entirely  on  our 
side.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  paper ; 
its  success  will  yield  us  neither  pride  nor  profit,  nor  will  its  failure  occa- 
sion us  either  loss  or  mortification.  The  publisher  professes  the  same 
sublime  contempt  for  money  as  its  autlioi'S.  As  we  do  not  measure  our 
wits  by  the  yard  or  the  bushel,  and  as  they  do  not  flow  periodically  nor 
constantly,  we  shall  not  restrict  our  paper  as  to  size,  or  the  time  of  its 
appearance.  It  will  be  published  whenever  we  have  sufficient  matter  to 
constitute  a  number,  and  the  size  of  the  number  shall  depend  on  the 
stock  in  hand.  The  price  will  depend  on  the  size  of  the  number,  and 
must  be  paid  on  deli\'erv.  The  public  are  welcome  to  buy  or  not,  just  as 
they  choose.  But  we  advise  everybody,  man,  woman,  and  child,  that  can 
read,  or  get  any  friend  to  read  for  him,  to  purchase  it.  If  it  be  pur- 
chased freely,  so  much  the  better  for  the  public,  and  the  publisher  —  we 
gain  not  a  stiver.  If  it  be  not  purchased,  we  give  fair  warning  :  we  sliall 
burn  all  our  essays,  critiques,  and  epigrams  in  one  promiscuous  blaze ; 
and,  like  the  books  in  the  Alexandrian  Library,  they  will  be  lost  forever 
to  posterity.  For  the  sake,  therefore,  of  our  publisher,  for  the  sake  of  the 
public,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  public's  children  to  the  nineteenth  genera- 
tion, we  advise  them  to  purchase  our  paper.  .  .  .  We  have  said  we  do 
not  write  for  money  —  neither  do  we  write  for  fame  ;  we  know  too  well 
the  variable  nature  of  public  opinion  to  build  our  hopes  upon  it  —  we 
care  not  what  the  public  think  of  us ;  and  we  suspect  before  we  reach 
the  tenth  number  they  will  not  knoiv  what  to  think  of  us  —  we  write  for 
no  other  earthly  purpose  but  to  please  ourselves,  and  this  we  shall  be  sure 
of  doing,  for  we  are  all  three  of  us  determined  beforehand  to  be  pleased 
with  what  we  write.  If  we  edify,  instruct,  and  amuse  the  public,  so 
nnich  the  better  for  the  public  ;  but  we  frankly  acknowledge  that  so  soon 
as  we  get  tired  of  reading  our  own  works  we  shall  discontinue  them." 

Upon  the  western  bank  of  the  I'assaic  River,  a  little  above  the  city  of 
Newark,  stood  a  famous  old  mansion  V)uilt  by  the  Gouverueurs  of  New 
York,  who  owned  an  extensive  plantation  in  that  vicinity.     It  was  occu- 
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pied  by  a,  bachelor  aiul  his  servants;  and  thither  Washington  Irvin<>- 
and  James  Kirke  Paulding,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  loan  office  and  lived 
with  his  sister,  the  wife  of  Washington  Irving's  I)rother  William,  went 
nearly  every  Friday  afternoon  during  the  summer  and  remained  until 
Monday  morning  with  their  genial  host.  Sometimes  they  were  accom- 
panied by  William  Irving.  It  was  a  quiet  retreat,  and  the  stage-ride  of 
nine  miles  over  the  corduroy  road  between  Taulus  Hook  and  Newark  was 
not  without  its  iuHu- 
ence  in  shar})ening 
their  humor.  They 
named  the  house 
"Cockloft  Hall."  A 
little  octagonal  sum- 
mer-house in  the 
yard,  where  the  gay 
bachelors  concocted 
the  witty  papers  which 
monthly  "vexed  and 
charmed  the  town," 
with  its  private  wine- 
cellar,  had  three  win- 
dows looking  inland, 
that  old  "  Pinder 
Cockloft,"  so  Irving 
said,  "might  have  his 
views  upon  his  own 
land,  and  be  beholden 
to  no  man  for  a  pros- 
pect." This  quaint  lit- 
tle publication  was 
managed  with  such 
dashing,  buoyant  au- 
dacity that  the  sobriety  of  New  York  was  greatly  disturl^ed,  and  unusual 
efforts  were  made  to  discover  its  authorship. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  that  Washington  Irving, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Irving,  who  had  just  returned  from  Europe,  commenced 
the  writing  of  Knickerbocker  fi  Histori/  of  New  York,  intended  as  an  ex- 
travagant burlesque  of  Dr.  Mitchell's  Picture  of  New  York,  just  published. 
The  felicitous  style  of  the  work,  which  was  issued  before  the  end  of  the 
following  year,  and  its  wonderful  humor,  sufficiently  broad  not  to  be  con- 
founded with  realities,  gave  it  a  high  place  in  public  favor.     Everybody 


[Copied  from  a  rare 
(Engraved 


Washington  Irving. 

lezzotiiu  by  1  urner  in  possession  of  tlie  author.] 
London  from  the  painting  by  Newton,  i 
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read  and  liiu^lied,  and  everybody  wished  for  more.  It  is  said  the  great 
satirist,  rJudgv  Ih-ackeuridge,  smuggled  a  copy  of  the  book  to  the  bench 
and  exphjiletl  over  it  during  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  Su]>reme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania.  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  left  his  own  testimony  of  tlie  impres- 
sion the  production  made  upon  his  mind,  in  an  autograph  letter,  written  to 
Mr.  Henry  Brevoort,  (jf  New  York.  He  says:  "  I  beg  you  to  accept  my 
best  thanks  for  the  unconnnon  degree  of  entertainment  which  1  have  re- 
ceived from  the  most  excellently  written  history  of  New  York.  I  am 
sensible  that,  as  a  stranger  to  American  parties  and  j)olitics,  1  must  lose 
much  of  the  concealed  satire  of  the  work  ;  but  1  must  own  that,  looking 
at  the  simple  and  ob\ious  meaning  only,  I  h;ive  nevei'  seen  anything  so 
closely  resembling  the  style  of  Dean  Swift  as  the  annals  of  Diedrich 
Knickerbocker.  I  liave  been  employed  these  few  evenings  in  leading 
them  aloud  to  Mrs.  Scott  and  two  ladies  who  are  our  guests,  and  our  sides 
have  been  absolutely  sore  M'itli  laughing.  I  tlnnk,  too,  there  are  pas- 
sages which  indicate  that  the  author  possesses  power  of  a  different  kind,, 
and  has  some  touches  which  remind  me  of  Sterne.  T  beg  you  will  have 
the  kindness  to  let  me  know  when  Mr.  Irving  takes  pen  in  hand  again, 
for  assuredly  I  shall  expect  a  very  great  treat,  which  I  may  chance  never 
to  hear  of  but  through  your  kindness."  ^ 

Although  Washington  Irving  continued  to  write  at  intervals,  it  was  a 
dozen  or  more  years  —  as  late  as  1H20  —  before  lie  began  to  atti-act  the 
attention  of  the  whole  world  by  his  singularly  pure  and  graceful  diction, 
and  the  tine  pathos  and  imaginative  power  of  his  productions.  His 
genius  was  artistic,  and  the  color  thrown  into  his  pictures  indelible. 
Many  a  grave  scholar  at  this  day  turns  to  the  old  Holland  records,  in 
vain,  for  the  origin  of  the  popular  term  "  Ivnickerljockei-,"  which  is  not 
only  applied  to  the  early  Dutch  inhabitants  of  New  York  by  universal 
consent,  but  is  prefixed  to  nearly  every  article  in  the  range  of  industrial 
products  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  and  yet  it  dates  no  farther  back 
than  the  humorous  history  of  Irving,  in  1807.  It  was  the  name  of  a 
highly  respectable  Dutch  family  dwelling  in  New  York  through  many 
generations,  with  one  memlier  of  whom  Irving  was  acquainted.     A  charm 

'  The  autograpli  letter  of  Sii-  W:iltei-  Scott,  IVoiii  wliieli  tlu'  author  has  been  permitted  to 
make  the  e.Ktraet,  lias  been  (iarel'ully  preserved  by  a  member  of  the  family  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  it  was  written,  and  is  now  for  the  first  time  given  to  the  public.  Washington  Irving 
was  bom  in  William  Street,  New  York  City,  April  3,  1783,  the  same  year  that  the  city  was 
evacuated  by  the  British  army.  He  died  in  1859.  His  father,  William  Irving,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland.  His  brother  Dr.  Peter  Irving  (born  1771,  died  1838)  was  a  man  of  eminent 
abilities,  and  many  years  editor  of  a  New  York  journal.  His  brother  William  Irving  (born 
1766,  died  1821)  was  a  New  York  merchant,  eminent  for  wit  and  refinement.  He  married 
the  sister  of  .Tames  Kirke  Paulding. 
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e(jiially  potent  is  thrown  into  legends  from  the  pen  oi'  Irving,  until  certain 
localities  have  come  to  be  like  places  bewitched.  One  almost  thirsts  tor  a 
taste  of  the  cool  water  from  the  mysterious  sjiring  winch  he  tells  us  the 
Holland  housewife  took  u])  in  the  night  before  emigrating,  unbeknown  to 
her  husband,  and  smuggled  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  in  a  churn, 
being  confident  in  her  own  mind  that  she  should  find  no  water  tit  to 
drink  in  the  new  country. 

The  year  1807  was  rendered  memorable   in  the  history  of  New  York 
by  the  experiment  of  Robert  Fulton  in  steam  navigation,  which, 
unlike  the  experiments  of  his  predecessors  in  that  field  of  enter- 
prise,  was   a    successful    application   of   the    steam-engine   to   ship   jjio- 
pulsion. 

The  Clcrvioiit,  built  under  the  direction  of  Fulton  at  the  ship-yard  of 
Charles  ljro\\n,  on  the  Fast  River,  was  launched  in  New  York  waters  early 
in  the  spring.  While  its  machinery  was  being  placed,  its  possibilities 
were  denied,  and  proceedings  were  watched  and  criticised  with  as  much 
incredulity  as  if  the  strange  craft  had  been  proclaimed  a  veritable  Noah's 
Ark.  In  July,  while  the  work  was  going  forward,  Fulton  tried  a  notal)le 
experiment  in  the  harbor  with  one  of  his  torpedoes.  He  exploded  an  f)ld 
brig  at  anchor  near  Governor's  Island.  In  the  next  number  of  Scdma- 
gnndi  appeared  a  laughable  account  of  the  excitement  into  which  the 
town  was  thrown  l)y  "  an  attempt  to  set  the  Hudson  River  on  fire." 

One  bright  midsummer  day  the  Clermont  was  in  readiness  for  a  trial  tri]) 
to  Albany.  Very  few  believed  it  would  ever  reach  its  destination.  The 
gentlemen  whom  Fulton  invited  to  accompany  him  on  this  voyage  were 
present  wdth  evident  reluctance.  They  predicted  disaster,  and  wished  they 
were  well  out  of  it.  They  stood  around  in  groups,  silent  and  uneasy,  as  the 
signal  was  given,  and  the  great  uncouth  wheels,  without  any  wheel-houses, 
stirred  the  water  into  a  white  foam,  and  the  boat  moved  forward.  Presently 
it  stopped,  and  the  crowd  upon  the  river-banks  shouted  in  derision,  while 
audible  whispers  of  "  I  told  you  so  "  from  those  on  board  reached  Fulton's 
ears.  He  had  not  been  without  his  own  anxieties  from  the  first,  as  unex- 
pected difficulties  might  arise  in  more  than  one  direction  ;  but  he  mounted 
a  platform  and  assured  his  passengers  that  if  they  would  indulge  him  one 
half-hour  he  would  either  go  on  or  abandon  the  undertaking  for  that  time. 
Tiiis  short  res])ite  was  conceded  without  objection.  He  hurried  below, 
and  found  the  trouble  to  have  been  caused  by  the  improper  adjustment  of 
some  of  the  machinery,  which  was  (piickly  remedied.  His  sensitive  nature 
had  been  very  much  hurt  by  the  witticisms  of  the  press,  and  still  more  by 
the  lack  of  faith  manifested  by  liis  friends;  hence  the  occasion  was  for 
liim  one  of  keen  solicitude.      Rut   "the  horrible  mon.ster"  steamed   on, 
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"breathing  Hames  and  smoke."  Pine  \v(»od  was  used  for  fuel,  and  tlie 
blaze  often  shot  into  the  air  considerably  above  the  tall  smoke-stack  ;  and 
whenever  the  fire  was  stirred  or  replenished  immense  columns  of  black 
smoke  issued  forth,  mingled  with  sparks  and  a  cloud  of  ashes.  The  ter- 
rific spectacle,  particularly  after  dark,  appalled  the  crews  of  other  vessels, 
who  saw  it  rapidly  approaching  in  spite  of  adverse  wind  and  tide  ;  many 
of  them  fell  upon  their  knees  in  humble  prayer  for  protection,  while 
others  disappeared  beneath  their  decks  or  escaped  to  the  shore. 

As  this  new-fangled  craft  was  passing  the  Palisades,  a  wall  of  solid 
rock  twenty  miles  long,  the  noise  of  her  machinery  and  paddle-wheels 
so  startled  an  honest  countryman,  that  he  ran  home  to  tell  his  wife  he  had 
seen  "  the  devil  on  his  way  to  Albany  in  a  saw-mill." 

At  Clermont,  the  country-seat  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  Fulton  paused 
to  take  in  wood,  and  tarried  for  a  short  time.  He  reached  Albany  in 
safety  and  in  triumph,  having  accomplished  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  at  the  average  rate  of  five  miles  per  hour.  He  returned  to 
New  York  City  in  two  hours  less  time  than  had  been  consumed  in  going 
from  New  York  to  Albany.  This  was  the  first  voyage  of  any  consider- 
able length  ever  made  by  a  steam  vessel  in  any  quarter  of  the  world. 

While  Fulton  cannot  be  said  to  have  originated  steam  navigation,  nor, 
indeed,  to  have  invented  the  mechanism  which  rendered  steam  possil)le 
and  profitable  in  navigation,  he  is  justly  accorded  the  great  honor  of  hav- 
ing been  the  first  to  secure  that  combination  of  means  which  brought  the 
steamboat  into  every-day  use.  His  industry  and  ingenuity  resulted  also 
in  the  experimental  determination  of  the  magnitude  and  laws  of  ship 
resistance,  together  with  the  systematic  proportioning  of  vessel  and  ma- 
chinery to  the  work  to  be  accomplished  by  them. 

It  is  hardly  remembered  of  Fulton  that  he  was  an  artist  of  considerable 
merit,  so  closely  have  his  name  and  fame  been  associated  with  mechanical 
achievements.  When  he  first  came  to  New  York  in  1785  he  was  only 
known  as  a  miniature-portrait  painter.  He  had  actually  bought  a  small 
farm  with  his  earnings  in  Philadelphia  prior  to  that  date  —  which  speaks 
well  for  his  industry,  and  for  the  appreciation  of  the  good  people  of  the 
Quaker  City.  He  went  to  England  and  studied  several  years  with  Ben- 
jamin West,  during  which  period  he  was  one  of  the  household  of  that 
great  artist.  He  traveled  about  England  with  the  design  of  studying  the 
masterpieces  of  art  in  the  rural  mansions  of  the  nobility.  It  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Exeter  that  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Earl  of 
Bridge  water,  the  famous  parent  of  the  canal  system  in  England.  Through 
his  advice  and  example,  and  the  encouragement  of  Lord  Stanhope,  Fulton 
was  led  to  adopt  the  profession  of  a  civil  engineer.     Afterwards,  in  jour- 
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neyiiig  through  Europe,  he  sketched  ])ictures(|^ue  figures  by  the  wayside  ; 
and  in  Paris  he  executed  the  lirst  panorama  in  tliat  city. 

As  early  as  1793  he  proposed  experiments  in  steam  navigation  to  f.onl 
Stanhope,  and  seems  never  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  subject.  In  Paris  he 
succeeded  so  well  with  his  submarine  torpedoes  and  torpedo-boats  that 
no  little  anxiety  was  created  in  the  English  mind  ;  for  war  then  existed. 
In  France  he  lived  with  Joel  Barlow,  and  studied  the  French,  German, 
and  Italian  languages,  and  the  higher  branches  of  mechanical  science. 
When  Chancellor  Livingston  arrived  as  minister  to  the  French  Court, 
Fulton  called  upon  him,  and  together  they  discussed  the  project  of  con- 
structing a  steamboat  to  be  tried  on  the  Seine.  Fulton  directed  the 
work,  and  it  was  completed  in  1803.  But  the  hull  of  the  little  vessel 
was  too  weak  for  its  heavy  machinery,  and  it  broke  in  two  and  sank  to 
the  Ijottom  of  the  Seine.  This  was,  however,  reconstructed,  and  the 
little  craft  again  steamed  up  the  Seine  in  presence  of  an  immense  con- 
course of  spectators,  among  whom  was  a  committee  from  the  National 
Academy,  and  the  officers  of  Napoleon's  staff.  The  trial  was  attended 
with  apparent  success,  and  yet  Napoleon  would  not  render  Fulton  any 
pecuniary  aid.  Livingston  wrote  home  and  procured  an  extension  of  the 
legislative  act  granted  in  1798  by  the  State  of  NeM-  York,  and  tlius 
secured  the  monopoly  of  the  Hudson  for  a  few  years  longei-.  He  was 
more  than  ever  convinced  that  a  boat  could  be  successfully  moved  l)y 
steam  over  the  waters  about  New  York.  He  had  become  an  enthusiast 
on.  the  subject,  and  his  large  wealth  gave  him  confidence,  and  enabled 
him  to  accomplish  what  a  mere  inventor  found  impracticable.  Fulton, 
under  Livingston's  pecuniary  sup])ort,  ordered  an  engine  to  be  built  l)y 
Boulton  &  Watt  in  England,  from  plans  which  he  furnished.  The 
engine  was  completed  and  sent  to  New  York  in  the  latter  part  of  18()(). 
The  Chancellor  had  resigned  his  mission  in  1805,  traveled  on  the  conti- 
nent for  a  few  months,  and  reached  New  York  about  the  same  time, 
closely  followed  by  P'ulton.  And  the  purse  of  the  one  and  the  genius 
of  the  other  were  applied  lavishly  to  the  production  of  results  which  were 
to  mark  an  era  in  the  science  of  navigation. 

Fulton  was  a  tall,  slender,  well-formed  man,  of  quick  perceptions, 
sound  sense,  graceful  and  pleasing  manners,  and  voice  of  peculiar  melody. 
His  eyes  were  large,  dark,  and  penetrating,  and  over  his  high  forehead 
and  about  his  neck  were  scattered  curls  of  rich  dark  l:)rown  hair.  His 
refined  character  rendered  him  a  social  favorite.  At  times  his  vivacity 
was  singularly  engaging,  Ijut  usually  he  was  reserved  and  serious, 
liis  features  expressing  deep  thought.  .  His  portrait  by  Benjamin  West 
seems  to  brin.q-  him  I)efore  us  in  the  flesh  with  all  his  lovable  charac- 
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teristics  and  grave  (lisap}»oiiitinents.  He  was  forty-two  years  of  age  when 
he  demonstrated  the  utility  of  tlie  steaml)oat.  He  was  at  the  tune  very 
deeply  in  love  witli  Miss  Harriet  Livingston,  the  niece  oi'  the  ("liancelloi'. 

and  early  in  the 
s])ringof  1808  their 
nnptials  were  cele- 
brated with  distin- 
guished ceremony. 
Tliis  was  the  season 
of  Fulton's  super- 
lative gloiy.  His 
tiiumph  in  the  ap- 
plication of  stean^ 
to  navigation  had 
opened  to  him  the 
prospect  of  vast 
riches,  through  the 
exclusive  grant  of 
the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson.  And 
he  was  caressed,  ap- 
jilauded,  and  hon- 
ored. 

The  Clcriiionf  left 
New  York  again  for 
Albany  in  Octobei-, 
1807,  with  ninety 
passengers.  She  was 
repaired  and  enlarged  during  the  following  wintei',  and  in  the  summer 
of  1808  advertised  as  a  regular  passengei'  boat  between  New  York  and 
Albany.  Meauwliile  Fulton  l)uilt  other  steamboats  ;  eacli  one  larger  than 
its  predecessor,  and  abounding  in  improvements. 

The  reaction  came  swiftly.  Prosperity  is  always  exposed  to  some 
severe  test.  Fulton  found  that  improvements  in  machinery,  and  the 
demaiuls  of  travel,  rajndly  increasing,  occasioned  perjietual  expense.  He 
was,  moreover,  beset  with  legal  difticulties  touching  the  right  of  exclusive 
navigation  of  the  Hudson.  New  Jersey  claimed  that  it  was  too  wide  a 
privilege  to  be  given  by  the  legislature  of  a  single  State.  And  inventors 
were  sju'inging  up  in  various  quarters,  as  is  usually  the  case  after  a  fact 
is  e.stablished,  to  deny  his  having  originated  a  single  mechanical  idea. 
They  said  in  England,  where,  prior  to  1811,  steam  navigation  had  practi- 
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cally  no  e\i?iteiice,  that  he  had  visited  Symuiington  and  made  drawings 
of  the  niachiueiy  of  the  unfortunate  Cliarlotte  I)  and  as,  M'hich,  built  to 
tow  vessels  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal,  was  al)aii(l()ned  because  its 
])addles  washed  down  the  bank  in  an  aliiruiiuu  iiiaiiinT.  The  friends  of 
John  Fitch  quoted  his  unique  steamboat  on  the  Pehiwarc  twenty  years 
before,  whicli  moved  at  the  rate  ot  four  miles  an  hour — although  its 
boiler  burst  before  proceeding  far,  and  no  ])ractical  results  followed.  All 
the  immature  schemes  and  various  exj)erimcnts  nf  ingenious  mechanics, 
for  a  score  of  years,  were  used  to  invalidate  Fulton's  pretensions  as  an 
inventor  of  the  steamboat.  Claimants  for  the  honor  arose  on  every  hand. 
It  was  said  that  F^dton  em])loyed  men  in  building  the  Clcnuont,  who  had 
been  brought  from  Germany  and  trained  by  Nicholas  IJoosevelt,  and  that 
he  used  the  side-wheels  invented  by  lloosevelt.  Fulton  and  IJoosevelt 
were  subsequently  associated  in  the  introduction  of  steam-vessels  on  the 
Western  waters,  establisliing  a  shi])-yard  at  Pittsburg  and  l)uilding  tlie 
New  Orleans,  the  pioueei-  steamer  of  tlie  Mississijjpi,  in  ISll. 

It  is  not  to  be  sup])oseil  that  those  who  were  experimenting  with 
steam  as  a  propelling  ])ower,  and  drafting  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions, were  unacquainted  with  what  had  been  done  by  their  predecessors, 
or  by  their  contenq^oraries  on  two  continents  ;  and  they  undoubtedly 
profited,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  by  the  experience  of  all.  But  F\d- 
ton's  fame  was  justly  earned.  He  had  done  -what  his  rivals  had  not, 
bridged  the  chasm  between  mere  attempts  and  positive  achievements. 
lie  had  given  the  world  the  fruits  of  the  inventive  genius  of  the  world, 
and  mankind  was  rea])ing  its  benefits.  At  the  time  of  the  trial  of  the 
Clermont  not  another  steand)oat  was  in  successful  operation  on  the  globe. 

The  laurels  of  F'ulton  were  very  closely  contested  by  (Colonel  John 
Stevens  of  Hobokeu,  who  had  l)eeu  experimenting  with  steam  and  ma- 
chinery ever  since  John  F'itdi,  in  1796,  tried  his  little  boat  with  a  screw 
propeller  on  the  Collect,  or  Fresh  Water  Pond,  in  New  York  City.  It 
is  said  that  Stevens  first  became  interested  in  the  application  of  steam- 
power  to  the  methods  of  travel  through  coming  accidentally  upon  the 
imperfect  steamboat  with  which  John  Fitch  experimented  on  the  Dela- 
ware in  1787.  If  so  nnich  could  be  done,  why  not  more  ?  He  studied 
the  subject  attentively,  noting  failures  and  their  causes.  His  venture  on 
the  Passaic,  in  company  with  Livingston  and  Roosevelt,  in  1798,  increased 
his  desire  for  ultimate  success.  In  1804,  while  Fulton  was  still  in  Europe, 
he  built  an  open  steamboat  sixty-eight  feet  long,  with  a  screw  propeller, 
which  ])ossessed  certain  recognized  elements  of  success.  The  next  year 
he  built  another  of  similar  style,  with  twin  screws,  a  novel  devi(;e  mIhcIi 
many  yeai-s  afterwards   was  brought  forward  and  adopted  as  something 
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new.  He  invented  improvements  to  the  boiler  he  had  imported,  whicli 
his  eldest  son,  John  Cox  Stevens,  patented  while  in  England  in  1805. 
He  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  to  comprehend  the  importance 
of  the  principle  involved  in  the  construction  of  the  sectional  steam-boiler. 
Finding  the  signs  of  promise  as  developed  by  his  performances  thus 
far  sufficient  to  warrant  the  outlay,  he  built  the  Phoenix,  a  formidable 
rival  of  the  ClcrDiont,  which  was  completed  and  launched  in  the  autumn 
of  1807,  only  a  few  weeks  after  Fulton's  triumph  had  been  assured. 

1807.  ''  ^ 

The  Phoenix  being  excluded  from  the  waters  of  New  York  by  the 
monopoly  held  by  Fulton  and  Livingston,  trips  were  made  for  a  time 
between  New  York  and  New  Brunswick.  But  Stevens  and  his  sons  de- 
cided to  send  their  steamboat  to  Philadelphia  to  ply  on  the  Delaware. 

The  passage  was  made  by  tlie  sea  in  June,  1808,  and  although  a  severe 
storm  of  wind  was  encountered  no  accident  occurred.  The  conductor 
of  the  expedition  was  Kobert  Livingston  Stevens,  son  of  Colonel  John 
Stevens,  then  but  twenty  years  of  age.  Inheriting  his  father's  mechani- 
cal genius,  he  had  already  commenced  a  career  of  discovery  and  improve- 
ment which  was  to  give  him  a  very  high  rank  among  modern  inventors. 
He  introduced  into  the  Phoenix  the  concave  water-lines,  the  first  applica- 
tion of  the  "  wave  line  "  to  ship-building ;  also  a  feathering  paddle-wheel, 
and  the  guard  beam,  now  used.  And  he  was  the  foremost  man  of  any 
country  to  trust  himself  upon  the  ocean  in  a  vessel .  relying  entirely  upon 
steam-power.     Thus  was  inaugurated  ocean  steam  navigation. 

New  York  also  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  introducing  steam  navigation 
upon  the  great  rivers  of  the  West.  Nicholas  Eoosevelt  conducted  the  first 
steamboat  from  Pittsburg  —  where  it  was  constructed  under  the  auspices 
of  Fulton  and  Livingston  —  to  New  Orleans  in  1811.  He  embarked  with 
his  family,  an  engineer,  a  pilot,  and  six  "  deck  hands  "  in  October,  and 
reached  New  Orleans  in  about  fourteen  days. 

Colonel  John  Stevens,  like  Eoosevelt,  was  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  born  in  1749.  He  was  the  grandson,  through  his  mother, 
of  the  great  lawyer  and  mathematician,  James  Alexander,  who  figured  so 
conspicuously  in  the  reader's  acquaintance  prior  to  the  Eevolution  ;  and 
through  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Alexander,  he  was  descended  from  Johan- 
nes De  Peyster,  founder  of  the  De  Peyster  family  in  America.^     He  was 

1  See  Vol.  I.  225,  503,  504.  John  Stevens,  the  grandfather  of  Colonel  John  Stevens,  came 
from  England  to  New  York  as  one  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  John  Stevens  (2)  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Alexander.  Colonel  John  Stevens  (3)  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  John  Cox. 
He  bought  the  Bayard  estate  at  Hobokeu  when  it  was  sold  under  the  Confiscation  Act  in 
1784,  upon  which  he  founded  the  city  of  Hobokeu.  In  1804  he  advertised  a  four  days'  sale 
of  eigiit  hundred  lots.  He  was  for  several  years  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  —  His- 
tory  of  the  County  of  Hudson,  by  Charles  Wiiiileld. 
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the  nephew  of  Lord  Stirling  ;  and  his  sister  was  tlie  wife  of  Chancellor 
Livingston.  His  inventive  talent  and  his  philosophical  far-sightedness 
were  remarkal)le.  In  nrging  well-conceived  plans  for  the  application  ol' 
the  steam-engine  to  land  transportation,  he  was  so  far  ahead  of  the  age 
that  his  advice  and  his  .offers  were  unaccepted.  The  appointment  of 
commissioners  in  1811,  of  whom  Eobert  Fulton  was  one,  to  explore  a 
canal  route  from  the  Hudson  Eiver  to  the  Great  Lakes,  induced  him  to 
issue  a  pamphlet,  in  1812,  to  prove  the  superior  advantages  of  steam- 
carriages  over  canal  navigation.  He  unfolded  a  scheme  —  varying  little 
from  our  present  railway  system  —  and  offered  to  construct  a  roadway 
from  Albany  to  Lake  Erie,  to  be  traversed  by  a  steam-carriage,  which 
he  thought  might  be  moved  with  the  velocity  of  one  hundred  miles  an 
hour,  although  in  practice  he  presumed  convenience  would  confine  it  to 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  an  hour.  This  great  project  was  broached  by 
Steveus,with  the  political,  financial,  commercial,  and  military  aspects  of  the 
question  all  apparently  present  to  his  mind,  while  there  was  but  one 
hjcomotive  in  the  world,  that  of  Richard  Trevi thick  at  Merthyr-Tydvil 
—  which  was  powerless  except  on 
a  level  surface  —  and  nothing  in  the 
way  of  railroads  except  the  old 
wooden  tram-roads  of  the  English 
collieries. 

After  Fulton  and  Stevens  had 
thus  led  the  way  in  New  York, 
steam  navigation  was  introduced 
very  rapidly  on  both  sides  of  the 
ocean.  The  unimaginative  mind  can 
hardly  keep  pace  with  the  produc- 
tion of  steam-vessels  in  this  coun- 
try. While  Fulton  was  multiplying 
them  upon  the  Hudson  and  Stevens 
was  bringing  out  a  fleet  upon  the 
Delaware,  other  mechanics  were  preparin 
Upon  the  breaking  down  of  the  Fulton  monopoly  by  the  courts,  the 
Stevenses,  father  and  son,  built  some  of  the  finest  steamboats  on  the 
Hudson.  Both  Fulton  and  Stevens  were  enthusiasts  in  trying  to  In'idge 
by  steam  the  rivers  that  separated  New  York  from  the  opposite  shores. 
Until  1810  barges  with  oars  were  the  established  ferry-boats,  excepting 
some  recently  constructed  horse-boats,  with  the  wheel  in  the  centre,  pro- 
pelled by  a  sort  of  horizontal  treadmill  worked  by  horses.  Stevens  was 
the  first  to  bring  a  steam-ferry  into  active  operation.     In  October,  1811, 
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to  contest  the  field  with  them. 
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lie  iuvited  the  eoriJoration  of  New  York  City,  and  uumerous  celebrities, 
to  attend  liini  ou  a  voyage  from  New  York  to  Hobokeii  upon  the  first 
regular  steam  ferry-boat  ever  used  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The  next  year  Fulton  completed  a  small  steam  ferry-boat  for  the 
Paulus  Hook  ferry.  Within  another  twelvemonth  he  had  two  steam 
ferry-boats  connecting  New  York  with  Brooklyn. 

The  exigencies  of  the  war  by  tliis  time  turned  the  thoughts  of  our 
inventors  towards  war- vessels  propelled  by  steam.  Fulton  submitted 
plans  to  Decatur,  Perry,  John  Paul  Jones,  Evans,  and  others,  which 
met  their  approval  ;  he  proposed  to  build  a  cannon-proof  steam-frigate, 
capable  of  carrying  a  heavy  battery  and  of  steaming  four  miles  an  Lour. 
The  vessel  was  to  be  fitted  with  furnaces  for  red-hot  shot,  and  some  of 
her  guns  were  to  be  discharged  below  the  water-line.  Congress  aiithorized 
an  expenditure  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  March, 
1814,  and  the  new  steam-frigate,  named  in  lionor  of  its  projector,  Tlie 
Fulton,  was  launched  in  theautunniof  the  same  year.  Its  trial-trip  to  the 
ocean  at  Sandy  Hook  and  V)aik  was  an  overwhelming  success.  Its  pro- 
jector did  not  live  to  witness  its  completion,  but  fell  as  it  were  a  martyr 
to  the  undertaking.  Exposure  in  crossing  tlie  Hudson  amidst  the  ice  in 
an  open  boat  produced  illness,  and  before  he  was  fully  restored  he  sui)erin- 
tended  some  work  on  the  open  deck  of  The  Fulton.  His  death  followed, 
and  it  was  mourued  as  a  national  calamity.  "  I  have  observed  him," 
wrote  Dr.  Francis,  "  on  the  docks,  reckless  of  temperature  and  inclement 
weather,  anxious  to  secure  practical  issues  from  his  midnight  reflections, 
or  to  add  new  improvements  to  works  not  yet  completeil.  His  floating 
dock  cost  him  much  personal  labor  of  this  sort.  His  hat  might  have 
fallen  into  the  water,  and  his  coat  lie  lying  upon  a  pile  of  lumber ;  but 
trifles  were  not  calculated  to  ini])ede  him  or  dampen  his  perseverance." 
Not  long  before  his  death  Fulton  planned  a  vessel  for  service  in  the 
Baltic  Sea  ;  but  circumstances  induced  a  change  of  plan,  and  it  was 
subsequently  placed  on  tlie  line  between  New  York  and  Newport. 

The  Fulton  comprehended  the  first  application  of  the  steam-engine  to 
uaval  purposes,  and  for  the  period  was  exceedingly  creditable.  Tlie 
Savannah,  built  in  New  York,  with  side- wheels,  and  propelled  by  steam 
machinery  and  sails,  made  the  voyage  to  St.  Petersburg  in  1819,  which 
had  been  proposed  for  Fulton's  ship.  She  was  in  charge  of  Captain 
Moses  Rogers,  a  New-Yorker,  who  had  previously  connnanded  both  the 
Clermont  and  the  Phoenix.  The  tri))  from  New  Y^ork  to  Savannah,  where 
the  vessel  had  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Scarborough,  occupied  seven  days. 
She  proceeded  to  Liverpool,  and  thence,  touching  at  Copenhagen  and 
Stockholm,  to  St.   Petersburg  :  Lord  Lyndock  was  a  passenger,  and  on 
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taking  leave  of  Captain  Eogers  at  the  Russian  capital  presented  him  with 
a  silver  teakettle  inscribed  with  a  legend  commemorative  of  the  impor- 
tant event.     Thus  virtually  commenced  Atlantic  steam  navigation. 

Colonel  John  Stevens  designed  a  circular  or  saucer-shaped  iron-clad 
steamer,  like  those  built  sixty  years  later  for  the  Russian  navy,  in  1812. 
It  was  to  be  plated  with  iron  of  ample  thickness  to  resist  shot  fired  from 
the  heaviest  ordnance  then  known.  A  set  of  screw  propellers  beneath  the 
vessel,  driven  by  steam-engines,  were  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the 
vessel  to  revolve  rapidly  about  its  centre.  Thus  each  gun  after  its  dis- 
charge could  be  reloaded  before  coming  round  again  into  the  line  of  fire. 
The  vessel  did  not  obtain  an  existence  beyond  paper  at  that  period,  but 
the  genius  of  its  inventor  was  reflected  through  his  son,  Robert  L.  Stevens, 
who  at  a  later  date  originated  the  first  well-planned  iron-clad  ever  con- 
structed. Indeed,  the  younger  Stevens  became  one  of  the  greatest  of 
naval  architects,  and  for  twenty  years  after  the  trial  trips  of  the  Clermont 
and  the  Phoenix  was  constantly  lavishing  time  and  money  upon  changes 
and  improvements  in  steam  navigation,  the  variety,  extent,  and  importance 
of  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  in  common  language.  He 
adopted  a  new  method  of  bracing  and  fastening  steamboats ;  discov- 
ered the  utility  of  employing  steam  expansively ;  was  the  first  on 
record  to  use  the  new,  unmanageable,  anthracite  coal  for  steam  fuel ;  he 
designed  the  now  universally  used  "  skeleton  beam  "  ;  he  first  placed  the 
boilers  on  the  guards ;  he  introduced  the  artificial  blast  for  forcing 
the  fires ;  and  he  invented  the  inelegantly  styled  "  hog-frame,"  one  of  the 
peculiar  features  of  every  American  river-steamer  of  any  considerable 
size  to  prevent  its  bending  in  the  centre.  Another  of  his  productions,  in 
1814,  \vas  an  elongated  bomb-shell  of  marvelous  destructive  power,  for 
which  he  received  a  large  annuity  from  the  government.  ^ 

While  New  York  was  taking  the  lead  so  nobly  in  the  advancement  of 
steam  navigation,  Aaron  Burr  was  arraisfned  and  tried  for  treason 

^  °  1807. 

in  Richmond,  Virginia.     He  had  crossed  the  mountains,  traveled 
through  the  western  country,  conceived  his  famous  Mexican  scheme,  been 
thwarted  in  its  execution,  and  captured  while  trying  to  escape  through 
the  woods  on  the  Tombigbee  River.     Two  judges  sat  upon  the  bench, 

'  Robert  Livingston  Stevens  was  born  at  Hoboken  in  1788,  and  died  in  1856.  He 
was  the  projector,  engineer,  and  president  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad,  in  process 
of  construction  at  the  time  of  tlie  opening  of  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railroad  in  1830. 
He  invented  the  new  standard  T-rail,  known  in  this  country  as  the  Stevens  rail,  and  in 
Europe,  where  it  was  afterwards  introduced,  as  the  "  vignolles  "  rail,  which  was  first  tested 
upon  this  road.  Colonel  John  Stevens  built  in  1825  a  small  locomotive  which  he  placed  on 
a  circular  railway  before  his  dwelling-house  at  Hoboken  to  prove  that  his  early  speculations 
had  a  basis  of  fact.  —  Thurston. 
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Chief  Justice  John  Marshall  and  Cyrus  Griffin,  judge  of  the  District  of 
Virginia.  The  array  of  legal  talent  on  both  sides  was  imposing.  Burr 
was  himself  the  real  leader  of  the  defense,  as  not  a  step  was  taken  or  a 
point  conceded  without  his  concurrence.  His  policy  was  to  overthrow 
the  testimony.  The  trial  was  tediously  long.  Eichmond,  then  a  city  of 
six  thousand  inhabitants,  was  thronged  with  magnates  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  New  York  was  well  represented.  So  many  distinguished 
persons  claimed  seats  within  the  bar,  that  lawyers  of  twenty  years'  stand- 
ing were  excluded  from  their  accustomed  places  and  thankful  to  obtain 
admission  even  to  the  hall.  Theodosia,  who  had  fondly  hoped  to  see  her 
father  the  glorious  and  powerful  head  of  a  nation  created  by  his  own 
genius,  came  to  share  his  prison  life,  accompanied  by  her  devoted 
husband. 

Through  the  scorching  days  of  that  memorable  summer  of  1807  the 
excited  eyes  of  the  nation  rested  upon  one  reposeful  figure  —  that  of  the 
well-dressed  man  with  hair  powdered  and  tied  in  a  cue,  who,  polite  and 
confident,  seemed  above  all  others  at  peace  with  the  entire  world.  Could 
he  have  had  in  view  the  destruction  of  the  Union  ?  Who  could  trace  in 
his  placid  countenance  the  determination  to  assassinate  Jefferson,  corrupt 
the  navy,  and  overthrow  Congress,  with  which  he  was  charged  ?  The 
President  wrote  of  the  mad  enterprise :  "  It  is  the  most  extraordinary  , 
since  the  days  of  Don  Quixote.  It  is  so  extravagant  that  those  who . 
know  Burr's  understanding  would  not  believe  it  if  the  proofs  admitted 
doubt.  He  has  meant  to  place  himself  on  the  throne  of  Montezuma,  and 
extend  his  empire  to  the  Alleghany,  seizing  New  Orleans  as  the  instru- 
ment of  compulsion  for  our  Western  States." 

The  acquittal  of  Burr  by  the  jury  was  the  result  of  the  difficulty  found 
by  the  prosecution  in  proving  overt  acts ;  but  it  had  very  little  effect 
upon  public  sentiment,  which  had  already  pronounced  his  condemna- 
tion. He  went  forth  a  free  man,  while  his  conduct  was  singularly  like 
that  of  a  criminal  fleeing  from  justice.  He  lay  concealed  in  the  houses 
of  his  friends  in  New  York  until  an  opportunity  offered  for  securing  a 
passage,  under  an  assumed  name,  and  with  passage-money  borrowed  from 
Dr.  Hosack,  for  Europe. 

At  this  moment  Napoleon  was  nearing  the  pinnacle  of  his  greatness. 
Every  human  interest  was  subordinate  to  his  gigantic  wars.  All 
Europe  was  in  arms.  On  the  14th  of  June  the  battle  of  Fried- 
land  was  fought,  and  on  the  25th  the  French  and  Russian  emperors  met 
on  a  raft  in  the  middle  of  the  river  and  vowed  eternal  friendship,  two 
armies  looking  on.  On  tlie  7th  of  July  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded 
at  Tilsit.     Months  prior  to  these  events  the  British  and  French  govern- 
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ments  had  issued  retaliatory  proclamations  which  interfered  with  the 
neutral  commerce  of  America  upon  the  ocean.  Great  Britain  declared 
the  whole  coast  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Brest  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade.  This  subjected  American  vessels  attempting  to  enter  the 
continental  ports  to  capture  and  condemnation  —  a  manifest  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations.  The  plundered  merchants  appealed  to  Congress  for 
defense  and  indemnity.  Napoleon  in  turn  issued  the  famous  Berlin 
decree  which  declared  the  British  Isles  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and 
which  rendered  American  vessels  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation  when 
carrying  on  what  had  heretofore  been  a  lawful  trade  with  Great  Britain. 
The  American  government  remonstrated,  but  without  effect. 

While  matters  were  thus  situated  the  frigate  Chesapeake  was  attacked 
by  the  British  and  disabled,  as  she  was  leaving  her  post  for  a  distant 
service  ;  several  of  her  crew  were  killed,  and  four  of  them  taken  away  by 
the  assaulters.  About  the  same  time  the  British  government  published  an 
order,  holding  all  their  absent  seamen  to  their  allegiance,  recalling  them 
from  foreign  service,  and  pronouncing  heavy  penalties  upon  such  as  dis- 
obeyed. This  principle  of  the  law  of  allegiance  was  diametrically  opposed 
to  that  recognized  by  the  American  government,  as  it  denied  the  right  of 
expatriation.  Every  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  had 
been  in  the  marine  service  of  Great  Britain  was  commanded  to  disregard 
his  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  return  to  Great  Britain. 
An  order  was  passed  declaring  the  sale  of  ships  by  belligerents  illegal. 
This  was  eclipsed  by  Napoleon's  decree  of  Milan,  enforcing  the  decree  of 
Berlin,  which,  if  carried  out,  would  have  doomed  to  confiscation  every 
vessel  of  the  United  States  that  had  been  boarded  or  even  spoken  by 
the  British.  The  order  of  Napoleon  was  approved  by  Spain,  and  in  some 
instances  enforced.  Vessels  were  also  burned  by  the  French  cruisers. 
Under  the  impression  that  neither  England  nor  France  could  dispense 
with  our  productions,  as  the  demand  for  breadstuffs  occasioned  by  the 
war  had  raised  the  price  of  produce  in  this  country  to  an  amount  before 
unequaled.  President  Jefferson  recommended  an  embargo  on  all  American 
shipping  until  the  two  hostile  powers  should  acknowledge  our  neutral 
rights  by  a  repeal  of  their  obnoxious  orders  and  decrees. 

Congress  passed  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the  President's  recommenda- 
tion, at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  December  22  ;  American  vessels 
were  thenceforward  prohibited  from  sailing  for  foreign  ports,  all 
foreign  vessels   were  forbidden  to   take   out   cargoes,  and   all   coasting 
vessels  were  required  to  give  bonds  to  land  their  cargoes  in  the  United 
States.     Thus  terminated  the  year  1807. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 

1808-1812. 

THE  RISING  STORM. 

Effects  of  the  Embargo  in  New  Yoek.  —  Political  Animosities.  —  Election  of 
Governor  Tompkins. — The  First  Woolen  Mills  in  New  York.  —  Livincston 
Homes  on  the  Hudson.  —  Opposition  to  the  Embargo.  —  Fashions  of  the  Period. 
—  Madison's  Election.  —  Party  Strifes  in  New  York.  —  The  Two  Hundredth 
Anniversary  of  the  Discovery  of  Manhattan  Island.  —  The  Banquet.  —  The 
New  City  Hall.  —  City  Hall  Park.  —  George  Frederick  Cooke.  —  Church  Edi- 
fices OF  the  City  in  1812.  —  Canal  Street.  —  The  Grading  and  Extension  of 
Streets.  —  Laying  out  of  the  whole  Island  into  Streets  and  Avenues.  —  The 
Aldermen.  —  Colonel  Nicholas  Fish.  —  The  Erie  Canal  in  Contemplation.  — 
Surveys.  — War  Prospects.  —  Celebrated  Characters. 

NEW  YORK  suffered  severely  from  tlie  embargo.  Her  kings  of  com- 
merce were  doomed  to  see  their  immense  business  suspended,  for 
no  vessels  could  sail  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  or  to  the  vast  colonial 
regions  of  North  and  South  America,  any  more  than  to  England  and 
Erance,  without  being  subject  to  capture  and  condemnation.  The  trade 
of  the  whole  world,  in  fact,  was  interdicted,  and  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  risk  of  forfeiture.  Ships  in  which  a  vast  amount  of  capital  was 
invested  rocked  idly  at  anchor  and  went  to  decay  in  New  York  harbor. 
The  merchant  discharged  his  clerks,  and  warehouses  were  in  many  in- 
stances closed  and  deserted.  The  farmer  had  either  no  market  for  his 
produce  or  must  sell  at  a  great  reduction  of  price.  Prosperity  was  ar- 
rested, and  actual,  palpable,  pecuniary  loss  stared  every  merchant  and 
farmer  in  the  face. 

The  Federalists  denounced  tlie  measure  in  the  most  violent  terms. 
They  said  it  was  one  which  would  not  and  could  not  produce  the  desired 
result  of  compelling  the  belligerents  to  rescind  their  orders  and  decrees. 
Both  England  and  France  had  distinctly  intimated  that  if  the  United 
States  would  side  with  them  every  advantage  should  be  given  to  her 
commerce ;  and  they  had  both  resolved  that  the  United  States  should  not 
be  permitted  to  remain  neutral,  but  should  be  forced  to  go  to  war  with 
one  or  other  of  the  contending  powers.  It  was  not  believed  that  either 
nation  would  be  seriously  affected  by  a  suspension  of  American  com- 


ATTEMPT   TO   ADJUST  DIFFICULTIES.  543 

merce.  As  for  France,  the  emperor,  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit,  wielded  the 
chief  resources  of  the  European  Continent  and  directed  them  to  the 
avowed  purpose  of  conquering  the  British  Empire ;  and  the  United 
States  was  greatly  desired  as  an  ally. 

Napoleon's  minister,  Champagny,  wrote  in  January :  "  War  exists,  in 
fact,  between  England  and  the  United  States ;  and  his  Majesty 
considers  it  as  declared  from  the  day  in  which  England  published 
her  decrees."     The  Federalists    insisted    that  France  was  the  princij^al 
aggressor,  and  if  America  must  have  a  war  it  ought  to  be  with  the  French, 
and  not  with  the  British. 

Meanwhile  England  dispatched  a  special  minister  to  adjust  the  ditti- 
culty  with  the  United  States  which  had  arisen  from  the  assault  on  the 
frigate  Clicmfeukc.  On  arriving  at  Washington  he  informed  Secretary 
Madison  of  his  instructions  requiring  President  Jefferson's  proclamation, 
interdicting  British  vessels  of  war  from  the  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  withdrawn  before  he  could  enter  upon  the  subject  of  reparation. 
Jefferson  declined,  and  insisted  upon  bringing  into  review  other  cases  of 
aggression,  even  the  whole  question  of  impressment  itself,  and  the  further 
progress  of  the  negotiation  was  interrupted.  In  March  the  British  min- 
ister re-embarked  for  England  in  the  same  frigate  which  had  brought 
him  out. 

This  event  excited  afresh  the  animosity  of  the  two  political  parties. 
The  Republicans  sustained  Jefferson,  and  claimed  that  the  settlement  of 
the  one  point  in  dispute  would  have  been  of  no  real  consequence  in  the 
present  position  of  affairs.  They  said  the  embargo  policy  prevented  the 
loss  of  ships,  and  avoided  an  entanglement  of  the  nation  in  a  war  that 
was  waged  solely  for  conc|uest  and  empire.  The  Federalists  in  turn 
charged  the  President  and  his  party  with  hatred  of  ICngiand  and  a  desire 
to  further  the  wishes  of  France ;  and  contended  that  other  and  more  effi- 
cient measures  less  injurious  to  the  nation,  and  especially  to  the  grain- 
growing  and  commercial  States,  than  an  embargo  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time,  might  have  been  adopted. 

At  a  public  meeting  in  New  York  of  which  De  Witt  Clinton  was 
chairman,  resolutions  were  adopted  disapproving  the  embargo.  The  Cliu- 
tonian  paper,  edited  by  Cheetham,  decidedly  opposed  the  measure.  The 
new  council  of  appointment  chosen  in  February  proceeded  to  restore 
De  Witt  Clinton  to  the  mayoralty  of  New  York  City,  he  having  been 
removed  in  1807,  and  JNIarinus  Willett  elevated  to  that  office.  It  also 
restored  Pierre  Cortlandt  Van  Wyck  to  the  office  of  recorder,  who  had 
been  displaced  the  year  before  by  the  appointment  of  Maturin  Livingston. 
Thirteen  other  removals  and  appointments  were  made  on  the  same  day. 
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Of  these  were  Dr.  Thomas  Tillotson,  the  secretary  of  the  State  since  1801 
(with  the  exception  of  one  year),  removed,  and  Elisha  Jenkins  appointed  in 
his  stead.  "  Such  was  the  power,"  writes  Hammond,  "  of  this  strange  and 
formidable  machine  called  the  council  of  appointment,  that  new  general 
commissions  of  the  peace  were  sent  into  many  of  the  counties,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months  brought  almost  an  entire  change  of  persons  hold- 
ing civil  offices  in  the  State."  On  the  20th  of  March,  Martin  Van  Buren, 
tlien  a  bright,  promising  young  lawyer  of  twenty-six,  was  appointed  sur- 
rogate of  the  county  of  Columbia. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins  had  been  elected  governor  of  New  York  in  1807. 
From  the  time  he  first  became  a  voter  he  had  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  one  of  Jefferson's  most  enthusiastic  admirers. 
He  had  been  selected  as  a  gubernatorial  candidate  by  the  Clintonians,  bent 
vi\)0\\  defeating  Morgan  Lewis,  who  represented  the  Livingston  interest. 

Tompkins  M^as  a  young  and 
very  popular  man.  Edu- 
cated at  Columbia  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  early,  he 
had,  in  1804,  when  only 
thirty  years  of  age,  been  ele- 
vated to  the  bench  as  asso- 
ciate justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  great 
jurist,  James  Kent,  was 
made  chief  justice.  His 
])k^asing  manners,  not  less 
than  his  fine,  manly,  mag- 
netic presence,  were  great- 
ly in  his  favor,  and  there 
was  depth  to  his  learning 
and  strength  in  his  charac- 
ter which  gave  him  wide 
influence.  Governor  Lewis 
was  supported  by  the  Liv- 
ingstons, and  by  many  of 
the  Federalists;  but  tlie  report  having  been  circulated  that  he  had  gone  over 
to  the  Federalists,  Tompkins  received  the  respectable  majority  of  four 
thousand  and  eighty-five  votes.  In  his  first  speech  to  the  Legislature  at 
the  commencement  of  the  annual  session,  in  Albany,  January  26,  1808, 
he  defended  in  a  clear,  forcible  manner  the  foreign  policy  of  the  adminis- 


Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

[Governor  of  New  V.irk  ;  \  ac-Prcsidtiii  of  the  United  States.] 
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tration  of  Jefferson,  and  justified  the  embargo  act :  and  his  views  were 
sustained  in  the  answers  of  both  houses. 

Ex-Governor  Lewis  retired  to  his  country-seat  at  Staatsburg  on  the 
Hudson,  and  interested  himself  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  mania  for 
merino  sheep  was  at  its  height,  and  he  was  soon  possessed  of  a  flock. 
Chancellor  Livingston  had  wintered  successfully  a  large  number  at 
Clermont  the  year  before,  and  was  writing  a  volume  on  sheep-raising. 
The  importation  of  the  animal  was  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  but 
adventurers  were  every  now  and  then  landing  some  which  sold  at  fabu- 
lous prices ;  one  lamb  easily  brought  a  thousand  dollars,  and  not  infre- 
quently fifteen  hundred.  "  At  such  ruinous  rates  there  will  be  men  to 
import  them  from  the  very  jaws  of  the  infernal  regions,"  exclaimed  John 
E.  Livingston,  who  had  escaped  the  contagion. 

The  interruption  of  foreign  traffic  naturally  turned  attention  to  home 
industry.  American  wools  had  not  been  supposed  suitable  for  fine  cloths, 
and  the  woolen  fabrics  hitherto  produced  had  been  largely  the  product  of 
household  labor  and  private  looms.  Capital  had  not  been  expended  to 
any  considerable  extent  in  the  building  of  factories.  But  the  wool  from 
merino  sheep,  unwashed,  sold  for  one  and  two  dollars  per  pound,  and  the 
manufacture  of  fine  broadcloth  was  seriously  contemplated  in  many  parts 
of  the  land.  Dr.  Seth  Capron,  who  erected  and  put  in  operation  the  first 
cotton  manufactory  in  the  State  of  New  York,  at  Whitesborough,  Oneida 
County,  formed  a  wool  company  and  established  the  Oriskany  Woolen 
Mills,  not  only  the  first  of  tlie  kind  in  the  State,  but  believed  now  to  be 
the  oldest  existing  wool-making  institution  in  the  United  States.  He 
was  a  man  of  known  sagacity,  integrity,  and  moral  worth,  and  in  taking 
the  lead  in  an  enterprise  of  such  importance,  located  in  the  commanding 
geographical  avenue  of  intercourse  between  Albany  and  the  region  of 
the  lakes,  was  regarded  with  curious  interest.^     1809  is  the  date  of  the 

1  Dr.  Seth  Capron  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  about  1760,  died  at  Walden,  Orange  County, 
in  1835  {New  York  Commercial  Advertiser;  Mies  Register,  Octobers,  1835).  He  served 
under  Washington  during  nearly  the  whole  period  of  the  Revolution.  He  settled  in  Whites- 
borough,  Oneida  County,  Kew  York,  soon  after  Slater  established  the  first  successful  cotton 
mill  in  this  country  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1790,  and  was  the  pioneer  of  the  cotton 
industry  in  New  York.  He  established  also  both  cotton  and  woolen  mills  at  Walden,  where 
he  spent  the  later  years  of  his  life.  The  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  Oriskany  Woolen 
Company  in  the  Annals  and  Recollections  of  Oneida  Cotmty,  by  Pomeroy  Jones,  fixes  the 
date  of  the  act  of  incorporation  as  1811,  referring  to  the  general  act  of  incorporation  for  man- 
ufacturing companies.  '^)x.  Seth  Capron  was  the  father  of  General  Horace  Capron,  who 
while  at  the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of  our  national  government  at  Washington, 
in  1870,  was  invited  by  the  Mikado  of  the  great  and  ancient  Empire  of  Japan  to  teach  his 
people  the  science  of  agriculture.  As  commissioner  and  adviser  of  the  Kattakushi,  General 
Capron  spent  several  years  in  developing  the  resources  of  Yesso  and  its  dependent  islands,  — 
a  task  without  precedent,  and  performed  amidst  the  most  novel  difficulties  and  surroundings. 
VOL.    11.  ?^9. 
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charter  of  the  Company,  which  included  such  men  as  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Ambrose  Spencer,  De  Witt  Clinton,  John  Taylor,  James  Piatt, 
Nathan  Williams,  Newton  Mann,  and  Theodore  Sill ;  but  the  mills  had 
then  been  in  operation  some  months.  The  satinets  first  made  sold  readily 
at  four  dollars,  and  broadcloth  for  ten  and  twelve  dollars  per  yard.  For 
the  first  four  years  the  wool  used  cost  an  average  price  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty  cents  per  pound. 

The  beautiful  estates  of  the  various  members  of  the  Livingston  family 
on  the  shores  of  the  Hudson  at  this  period  would  have  made  a  village  of 
villas,  indeed,  if  they  could  have  been  collected.  John  R.  Livingston 
disputed  with  his  brother,  the  Chancellor,  the  honor  of  having  the  show 
place ;  his  stately  house  covered  so  much  ground,  and  was  esteemed  so 
perfect  in  architectural  symmetry,  that  drawing-masters  made  sketches  of 
it  and  gave  it  to  their  pupils  to  copy.  The  design  was  by  Brunei,  after 
the  chateau  of  Beaumarchais  in  France.  His  establishment  in  the  city 
was  unrivaled  for  style,  and  both  himself  and  family  mingled  in  fashion- 
able life  with  great  zest.  Henry  Beekman  Livingston  inherited  his  grand- 
father Beekman's  estate  at  Ehinebeck.  He  was  a  fine-looking  man,  and 
by  many  thought  to  surpass  even  the  Chancellor  in  the  manly  courtesy 
of  his  address.  He  married  Miss  Shippen,  niece  of  Henry  Lee,  president 
of  the  first  Congress.  Montgomery  Place,  the  residence  of  their  oldest 
sister,  the  widow  of  Richard  Montgomery,  stood  upon  an  elevation  nearly 
opposite  the  Catskills,  with  picturesque  views  on  every  hand.  It  em- 
braced a  great  number  of  valuable  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Mrs.  Thomas  Tillotson  was  the  mistress  of  Linwood  ;  from  the  piazza  of 
her  dwelling  the  river  had  all  the  effect  of  a  lovely  lake,  enclosed  by 
gently  sloping  hills  adorned  with  pretty  villas  half  hidden  in  the  groves. 
Briercliff,  Mrs.  Garretson's  country-seat,  was  within  a  mile  of  Linwood ; 
she  was  said  to  have  more  genius  and  imagination  than  either  of  the  sis- 
ters. Her  husband,  Rev.  Freeborn  Garretson,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  early  Methodist  Church  in  America. 

Rokeby,  the  country-seat  of  Mrs.  Armstrong,  was  one  of  the  ornaments 
of  the  river.  The  house  was  of  stone  and  very  spacious,  and  the  beau- 
tiful, well-planned  grounds  elicited  general  admiration.  She  was  the 
youngest  of  the  sisters,  and  the  most  striking  in  personal  appearance, 
with  queenly  manners,  and  large,  dark,  expressive  eyes.  When  her 
brother,  the  Chancellor,  retired  from  his  mission  to  France,  her  husband. 
General  John  Armstrong,  was  appointed  to  the  post  in  his  stead,  and  she, 
with  her  family,  accompanied  him  to  Paris,  residing  there  seven  years. 
She  was  a  special  favorite  among  the  distinguished  men  and  women  at  the 
court  of  Napoleon,  where  her  intelligence,  animation,  overflowing  good- 
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humor,  and  tact  in  conversation  were  unrivaled.  In  knowledge  of  the 
French  language  she  was  in  nowise  inferior  to  her  brother  Edward,  who 
found  his  acquirements  of  such  practical  value  in  New  Orleans  ;  and  who 
had,  when  a  boy,  so  captivated  Lafayette,  while  at  one  time  domesticated 
for  a  season  in  the  family,  that  he  was  urged  by  the  Marquis  to  run 
away  with  him  to  Europe.  "  I  will  adopt  you  for  my  brother,  and  you 
shall  have  every  advantage  of  education  that  Europe  can  afford,"  Lafay- 
ette argued  persuasively ;  "  we  will  write  from  the  other  side  to  be  for- 
given." It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  temptation  was  resisted.  ]\Irs. 
Armstrong's  only  daughter  married  William  B.  Astor. 

Still  another  handsome  property  not  far  from  Clermont  was  Grasmere, 
left  Mrs.  Montgomery  by  her  deceased  husband,  but  which  had  been  pur- 
chased by  her  sister  Joanna,  who  married  Peter  E.  Livingston,  the 
brother  of  Maturin  Livingston.^  The  house  was  of  French  architecture, 
and  furnished  with  many  costly  articles  imported  from  France,  such  as 
red  morocco  sofas  and  Turkey  carpets.  Maturin  Livingston  sold  his 
New  York  house  in  Liberty  Street  upon  being  removed  from  the  office  of 
recorder  —  at  the  close  of  the  governorship  of  his  father-in-law,  Morgan 
Lewis  —  and  bought  Ellerslie,  a  valuable  estate  near  Ehinebeck,  upon 
which  he  erected  an  elegant  mansion,  the  same  that  was  subsequently 
owned  and  occupied  by  Hon.  William  Kelly. 

These  fine  domains,  as  the  reader  will  observe,  belonged  simply  to  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  extensive  and  opulent  Livingston  family,  and  they 
were  clustered  within  a  few  hours'  drive  of  each  other  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Clermont.  The  Livingston  manor  property  was  further  to  the 
north  ;  and  other  estates  of  magnitude,  located  between  Clermont  and  the 
metropolis,  were  equally  illustrative  of  the  development  of  the  rich  coun- 
try bordering  the  Hudson,  and  of  the  wealth  and  consequence  of  the 
dominant  political  party  in  New  York  at  this  epoch.  The  Clintons 
eclipsed  the  Livingstons  in  will-power  if  not  in  moneyed  influence,  and 
an  irreconcilable  feeling  of  hostility  existed  between  them.  But  they 
were  of  one  mind  in  sustaining  the  administration.  Mayor  De  Witt 
Clinton  renounced  his  opposition  to  the  embargo  laws  after  mature  reflec- 

1  Peter  R.  and  Maturin  Livingston  were  sons  of  Robert  James  Livingston,  born  1729, 
whose  wife  was  Susan,  daughter  of  the  famous  lawyer  and  judge,  Hon.  William  Smith  (see 
Vol.  L  567,  568),  and  sister  of  the  equally  famous  William  Smith,  the  historian,  who  be- 
came Chief  Justice  of  Upper  Canada,  and  who  married  Janet  Livingston,  her  husband's  sister. 
Robert  James  Livingston  was  the  son  of  James  Livingston,  born  1701,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Kierstede.  And  James  Livingston  was  the  son  of  Robert,  nephew  of  the  first  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  who,  coming  from  Scotland  in  1696,  married  Margaretta  Schuyler  in  1697  ;  their 
daughter  Janet  married  Colonel  Henry  Beekman  ;  and  another  daughter,  Angelica,  married 
Johannes  Van  Rensselaer. 
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tion,  for  which  he  was  charged  with  bad  faith  by  Cheetham,  who  adhered 
to  the  stand  he  had  first  taken,  his  paper  thereby  losing  its  party  caste. 
And  both  the  Livingstons  and  the  Clintonians  disclaimed  with  energy  the 
charge  of  the  Federalists  that  they  were  under  French  influence. 

But  the  election  of  a  new  President  was  drawing  near,  and  old  feuds 
broke  out  afresh.  Jefferson  declared  his  fixed  determination  to  retire. 
Many  wished  to  see  Vice-President  George  Clinton  elevated  to  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  were  displeased,  when,  according  to  the  fashion  of 
the  day,  a  congressional  caucus  nominated  James  Madison.  James 
Monroe  would  have  better  suited  a  considerable  number  of  the  Virgin- 
ians, on  the  special  ground  that  Madison  was  so  identified  with  the  exist- 
ing system  of  foreign  policy  that  with  him  for  President  no  change  could 
rationally  be  expected.  In  New  York  some  overtures  were  made  and  a 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  Federal  vote  to  Vice- 
President  Clinton.  This  arrangement,  however,  failed,  and  the  Federal 
candidates  were  Charles  C.  Pinckney  and  Eufus  King.  When  the 
electors  were  chosen  by  the  Legislature,  they  were  distributed  six  to 
Clinton  and  the  remaining  thirteen  to  Madison,  through  a  compromise 
between  the  Clintonians  and  Livingstons.  At  the  same  time  a  most  vigor- 
ous personal  opposition  to  Vice-President  Clinton  was  prosecuted  quite 
as  persistently  by  some  of  his  own  party  as  by  the  Federalists,  and  great 
efforts  were  made  to  impair  the  public  confidence  in  Mayor  De  Witt 
Clinton. 

P)efore  the  results  of  the  Presidential  election  were  known,  Jefferson 
became  uneasy  about  the  unpopular  embargo.  It  did  not  work  well. 
Indeed,  it  had  proved  a  total  failure  in  bringing  England  and  France  to 
terms.  While  it  bore  heavily  upon  England,  it  was  far  more  injurious  to 
the  United  States.  England  could  obtain  supplies  elsewhere  —  cotton 
from  Brazil,  tobacco  from  South  America,  naval  stores  from  Sweden, 
lumber  from  Nova  Scotia,  and  grain  from  the  Baltic.  The  United  States 
was  deprived  of  the  trade  of  all  nations,  and  must  do  without  silks, 
linens,  woolens,  hardware,  pottery,  and  many  other  articles  to  which  the 
people  were  accustomed,  and  had  not  the  facilities  to  manufacture  at 
home. 

The  insolence  of  the  French  was  even  more  humiliating  than  the  arro- 
gance of  England.  To  Minister  Armstrong's  remonstrances  when  Ameri- 
can vessels  were  seized  because  they  had  merchandise  of  British  origin 
on  board,  Napoleon  craftily  answered  that  since  the  passage  of  the  em- 
bargo act  no  American  vessel  had  a  legal  right  on  the  ocean,  thus  any 
pretending  to  be  American  must  either  be  British  or  subservient  to 
British  orders.     Of  course  there    were  American  vessels  abroad  at  the 
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time  the  law  was  enacted ;  aud  many  of  these,  instead  of  returning  to 
their  native  wharves,  conducted  a  hazardous  traffic  from  one  European 
port  to  another,  contriving  to  evade  the  French  prohibitions  by  forged 
documents ;  and  the  Bayonne  decree  was  chiefiy  aimed  at  the  suppression 
of  this  trade.  But  it  subjected  to  confiscation  innocent  vessels  as  well, 
for  which  there  was  no  remedy. 

Jefferson  had  no  intention  of  going  to  war  with  England.  With  noth- 
ing but  a  handful  of  useless  gunboats,  no  army,  and  almost  no  fortifica- 
tions, the  idea  of  actual  hostilities  was  scouted  rather  than  entertained. 
He  had  summarily  and  cavalierly  rejected  the  treaty  negotiated  by  James 
Monroe  and  Pinckney,  and  looked  with  equanimity  upon  the  distresses 
of  the  merchants  and  the  multitudes  dependent  upon  trade  for  support, 
fondly  imagining  that  agriculture  would  be  benefited  thereby.  He  had  in 
earlier  times  expressed  the  abstract  opinion  that  it  would  be  happy  if  the 
United  States  could  be  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  like  China, 
and  her  inhabitants  be  all  husbandmen. 

He  was  amazed  to  see  how  much  of  secret  evasion  aud  open  resist- 
ance the  embargo  encountered  at  home.  It  even  became  necessary  to 
send  troops  to  check  the  traffic  on  Lake  Champlain,  a  convenient  outlet 
for  the  produce  of  portions  of  New  York  and  New  England.  Some  bloody 
encounters  took  place  in  that  quarter,  leading  to  trials  for  murder  and 
treason.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  verdicts  of  guilty  from 
jurors,  and  the  treason  cases  came  to  nothing  in  every  instance.  Judge 
Livingston  held  that  no  resistance  to  law,  however  extensive  or  violent, 
could  amount  to  treason  where  mere  private  advantage  was  the  object, 
and  not  the  overthrow  of  the  government.  In  New  England  prosecutions 
were  defended  by  the  celebrated  Samuel  Dexter,  and  other  eminent  lawyers, 
on  the  ground  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  embargo.  It  was  impossible, 
with  such  extensive  coasts  and  numerous  ports,  to  enforce  an  odious  law 
which  every  knave  violated,  however  scrupulously  honest  men  might 
obey  and  suffer.  Aud  it  was  found  productive  of  mischief  in  an  infini- 
tude of  ways.  The  richer  the  merchant,  the  less  he  objected  to  the  cessa- 
tion of  his  business,  which  was  sure  to  furnish  him  with  the  opportunity 
of  buying  up,  at  a  great  discount,  the  ships  aud  produce  of  smaller  men. 
Those  of  moderate  means  were  the  victims.  The  very  poor  were  not 
hesitant  about  demanding  food  and  shelter  when  labor  was  denied  them. 

The  mayor  of  New  York,  for  instance,  called  a  special  meeting  of  the 
common  council,  on  one  occasion,  to  advise  in  relation  to  a  significant 
notice  published  in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  inviting  the  idle  seamen  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city  to  assemble  in  the  Park  at  eleven  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  of  the  mayor  what  they  were  to  do 
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for  their  subsistence  during  tlie  winter.  A  resolution  was  entered  upon 
the  minutes,  and  also  inserted  in  the  evening  papers,  to  the  effect  that 
the  mayor  disapproved  of  the  mode  of  application,  but  informed  the  public 
that  "  the  corporation  would  in  the  emergency,  as  they  had  done  on  for- 
mer occasions,  provide  for  the  wants  of  all  persons,  without  distinction, 
who  might  be  considered  proper  objects  of  relief"  ^ 

Josiah  Quincy  was  the  champion  of  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
Federalists  at  Washington  in  1808,  and  in  his  vehement  and  pe- 

1808. 

culiar  style  of  oratory  declared  it  would  be  as  reasonable  to  under- 
take to  stop  the  rivers  from  running  into  the  sea,  as  to  keep  the  people 
of  New  England  from  the  ocean.  It  was  all  very  well  to  talk  about  the 
patriotism  and  quiet  submission  of  such  as  dwelt  in  the  interior,  who  had 
no  opportunity  to  break  the  embargo  ;  but  when  those  whose  ships  lay 
on  the  edge  of  the  ocean  loaded  with  produce,  with  the  alternative  before 
them  of  total  ruin  or  a  rich  market,  and  they  risked  the  latter,  they 
could  not  for  any  length  of  time  be  identified  with  common  smugglers. 
Already  the  suspension  of  imports  had  imposed  a  loss  of  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  principally  on  the  maritime  interest  of  America ;  and  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  such  ruinous  sacrifices  would  be  long  borne 
with  patience. 

In  one  of  Quincy's  letters  to  his  wife  in  March  he  said,  "We  are  tired 
of  one  another,  and  Jefferson  of  us.  The  only  difficulty  to  be  surmounted 
is,  that  those  who  voted  for  the  embargo  do  not  like  to  go  home  with  it 
on,  and  yet  they  dare  not  take  it  off.  We  meet  and  adjourn,  do  ordinary 
business,  wr^ingle,  and  then  the  majority  retire  to  intrigue  for  the  Presi- 
dency." A  glimpse  of  his  manner  of  life  is  afforded  through  a  passage  in 
an  earlier  letter  during  the  same  session  :  "  At  half  past  six  in  the  morn- 
ing my  servant  comes  into  my  room,  makes  my  fire,  gets  my  dressing 
apparatus,  and  at  half  past  seven  I  am  out  of  bed,  and  dressed  for  the 
day.  My  servant,  not  content  with  tying  my  hair  simply  with  a  ribbon, 
works  it  up  into  a  most  formidable  queue,  at  least  three  inches  long,  and  as 
big  as  a  reasonable  Dutch  quill.  He  says  this  is  the  mode  in  New  York, 
and  as  I  do  not  wear  powder,  and  it  looks  a  little  more  trig,  I  acquiesce." 

Although  John  Jay  in  one  of  his  letters  speaks  of  the  French  Eevolu- 
tion  as  having  abolished  silk  stockings  and  high  breeding  from  the  land, 
and  Jefferson  was  making  a  study  of  carelessness  in  personal  attire  to 
illustrate  his  notions  of  equality  and  democracy,  old-school  fashions  had 
by  no  means  become  obsolete.  The  carriage  dress  worn  by  Mrs.  Quincy 
while  visiting  the  home  of  her  brother.  General  Jacob  Morton,  in  New 
York,  the  year  before,  was  a  short  pelisse  of  black  velvet,  edged  round  the 

1  Minutes  of  Common  Council  in  Manuscript.     1808,  Vol.  XVIII.  ]i.  18. 
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skirt  with  deep  lace,  and  trinimed  with  silk  cord  and  jet  buttons,  while  her 
hat  was  of  purple  velvet  and  flowers  ;  her  costume  worn  in  Washington 
the  same  winter  at  a  ball  given  by  the  British  Minister  was  of  rich  white 
silk  embroidered  in  gold,  with  train,  and  a  corresponding  head-dress,  orna- 
mented with  a  single  white  ostrich  feather. 

Peter  Parley  tells  an  amusing  story  of  a  leading  New  York  barber,  who 
was  shaving  a  gentleman  on  the  evening  Madison's  nomination  for  the 
Presidency  was  announced.  "  Dear  me  ! "  he  exclaimed.  "  Surely  this 
country  is  doomed  to  disgrace  and  shame.  What  Presidents  we  might 
have  had,  sir !  Just  look  at  Daggett  of  Connecticut,  or  Stockton  of  New 
Jersey  !  Wliat  queues  they  have  got,  sir  —  as  big  as  your  wrist,  and 
powdered  every  day,  sir,  like  real  gentlemen  as  they  are.  Such  men,  sir, 
would  confer  dignity  upon  the  chief  magistracy;  but  this  little  Jim 
Madison,  with  a  queue  no  bigger  than  a  pipe-stem  !  Sir,  it  is  enough  to 
make  a  man  forswear  his  country  ! " 

The  winter  of  1808  - 1809  was  one  of  intense  anxiety  and  excitement 
tln-oughout  the  country.  Madison  was  found  to  have  received  one  hun-  ■ 
dred  and  twenty-two  votes  for  President ;  and  George  Clinton  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  votes  for  Vice-President,  thus  both  were  declared  elected. 
The  question  of  preparing  for  war  agitated  the  public  mind  almost  equally 
with  that  of  repealing  the  embargo  act.  Many  of  Jefferson's  partisans 
became  alarmed  at  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  sided  with  the  Federalists. 
After  much  caucusing  Jefferson  consented  to  a  compromise,  and  non- 
intercourse  was  substituted  for  embargo,  which  was  the  last  act  of  his 
administration. 

By  the  new  law  all  nations  except  France  and  Great  Britain  were  re- 
lieved from  the  arbitrary  provisions  of  the  former  act,  and  the 

•^     i  '  1809. 

coasting  trade  was  in  a  great  measure  set  free.     Men  breathed  ' 
with  more  ease,  and  business  began  to  revive.     But  the  restraints  still 
subjected  honorable  merchants  to  serious  embarrassments,  and  evasions 
by   the   dishonest  were  ten  times  as  frequent  as  during  the  fourteen 
months'  embargo.     Jefferson  laid  down  the  scepter  with  hearty 
good-will.     He  had  discovered  a  wide  difference  betAveen  author- 
ity in  theory  and  authority  in  practice.     He  had  pursued  his  policy  of 
peace,  with  one  half  the  nation  lauding  him  as  a  political  saint  and  the 
other  charging  him  with  intolerable  tyranny,  until  earth  and  sea  seemed 
to  have  united  in  one  great  paroxysm  of  madness,  and  war  threatened 
both  at  home  and  from  abroad. 

Madison  was  inaugurated  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  in  his  address 
declared  his  intention  "  to  cherish  peace  and  friendly  intercourse  with  all 
nations  having  correspondent  dispositions ;  to  maintain  sincere  neutrality 
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towards  belligerent  nations  ;  and  to  exclude  foreign  intrigues  and  foreign 
partialities."  At  the  same  time  he  acknowledged  the  difficult  crisis  of 
affairs,  the  more  striking  by  its  contrast  to  the  extraordinary  commercial 
prosperity  of  preceding  years,  a  crisis  resulting,  in  his  opinion,  solely  from 
the  misconduct  of  the  powers  in  Europe  who  were  at  war  with  each  other, 
and  not  from  errors  of  administration. 

One  of  his  first  acts,  in  view  of  the  dark  clouds  of  war  which  for 
years  had  overshadowed  Europe  and  were  now  rolling  towards  America, 
was  to  send  John  Quincy  Adams  on  a  mission  to  Eussia.  The  youthful 
Emperor  Alexander  was  rising  to  a  prominent  and  influential  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  Old  World.  Adams  had  veered  about  in 
politics  and  sustained  Jefierson  and  his  embargo  policy,  and  with  his 
eminent  talents  and  literary  acquirements,  his  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
relations  of  nations,  and  of  the  diplomatic  language  of  Europe,  he  was 
well  fitted  for  such  an  embassy.  Twenty-eight  years  before,  while  a  mere 
lad,  he  had  been  in  the  same  place  as  private  secretary  to  Dana.  He 
was  now  in  his  prime,  and,  arriving  at  St.  Petersburg  in  the  autumn  of 
1809,  made  such  a  favorable  impression  upon  the  court,  that  the  emperor, 
charmed  by  his  varied  qualities,  admitted  him  to  terms  of  personal  inti- 
macy seldom  granted  to  the  most  favored  individuals. 

An  attempt  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  was  unsuccessful. 
Erskine,  the  English  minister  at  Washington,  had  been  sincerely  desirous 
of  effecting  conciliatory  arrangements  with  the  United  States,  and  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Madison's  Secretary  of  State  that  the  British 
orders  in  council  should  be  repealed  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  coming  June. 
The  highest  hopes  of  commercial  freedom  began  to  fill  the  American 
mind.  But  news  came  that  turned  the  tide  into  a  flood  of  bitter  resent- 
ment. The  British  government  peremptorily  refused  to  honor  the  treaty 
of  their  minister,  and  charged  him  with  having  exceeded  his  instructions, 
knowingly.  President  Madison,  who  had  fondly  hoped  to  relieve  the 
nation  from  the  multiplied  evils  of  the  restrictive  policy,  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  issue  a  mandate  renewing  non-intercourse. 

The  excitement  was  intense.  Ptepublicans  generally  charged  the  Brit- 
ish Cabinet  with  a  palpable  breach  of  public  and  pledged  faith,  and 
the  Federalists  blamed  the  President  and  his  advisers.  A  remarkable 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  respective  politics  of  Kepublicaus  and 
Federalists  during  the  eight  years  of  Jefferson's  rule,  showing  that  party 
distinction  had  aris.en  greatly  from  differences  of  opinion  as  to  certain 
questions  of  temporary  policy,  together  with  divided  sympathies  respect- 
ing the  contest  between  England  and  France.  The  embargo  system  had 
increased  the  strength  of  the  Federalists,  particularly  in  New  England, 


TWO   HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY.  553 

where  at  the  election  in  1809  the  union  against  the  administration  was 
complete.  In  New  York  the  Federalists  carried  tlie  State  election,  for 
the  first  time  in  ten  years. 

Consequently,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Council  of  Appointment 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  removed  from  the  mayoralty  of  the  city,  and  Jacob 
Radclitf  chosen  in  his  stead ;  while  Pierre  Cortlandt  Van  Wyck  was 
exchanged  for  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman  in  the  recordership.  The  politics  of 
New  York  at  this  time  would  puzzle  a  stranger  unfamiliar  with  the  deadly 
feuds  between  families,  which  had  raged  for  upwards  of  a  century.  The 
tactics  and  the  manoeuvres  of  the  factions  for  supremacy  might  be  likened 
to  a  kaleidoscope,  presenting  many  fine  colors  and  symmetrical  forms, 
but  leaving  a  singular  uncertainty  upon  the  mind  as  to  the  future  charac- 
ter of  the  exhibition.  Purely  partisan  conflicts  are  of  as  little  moment  to 
history  as  the  rise  of  cliques  which  after  brief  existence  suddenly  disappear 
from  the  horizon  of  politics.  A  few  brave  men  of  the  Ptepublican  party 
still  clung  to  Aaron  Burr,  who  in  abject  poverty  was  at  this  moment 
vainly  trying  to  get  out  of  Prance,  and  believed  his  vexatious  detention  was 
due  to  the  enmity  of  Armstrong  ;  he  was  under  the  surveillance  of  "  that 
perfect  police  which  could  make  the  empire  as  impassable  a  prison  as  a 
walled  and  moated  fortress,"  and  learned  from  Theodosia  that  the  news- 
papers in  America  seldom  mentioned  his  name  but  to  stigmatize  it,  and 
that  politicians  knew  too  well  that  to  appear  in  his  defense  would  be  to 
share  his  odium,  and  destroy  all  their  hopes  of  the  smallest  governmental 
favor.  Another  section  of  the  Ptepublican  party,  which  had  supported 
Madison  for  the  Presidency  in  opposition  to  George  Clinton,  made  com- 
mon cause  with  the  Livingstons. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  pressure  from  the  Federalists  was  so 
great  that  the  Clintonians  and  the  Livingstons  coalesced,  and  re-elected 
Governor  Tompkins  by  ten  thousand  majority  over  Jonas  Piatt,  the 
Federal  candidate.  Thus  the  Federalists,  although  having  increased 
their  strength  in  the  city,  lost  both  the  Assembly  and  the  council  of 
appointment,  and  were  doomed  to  see  every  man  of  their  party  hold- 
ing office  removed  to  make  room  for  former  incumbents.  De  Witt 
Clinton  was  restored  to  the  mayoralty,  and  Van  Wyck  to  the  recorder- 
ship. 

A  celebration  was  planned  in  the  summer  of  1809  by  the  Ncm-  York 
Historical  Society,  to  commemorate  the  discovery  of  Manhattan  Island. 
Two  hundred  years  had  elapsed  since  Henry  Hudson  came  in  sight 
of  our  shores,  as  described  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  first  volume 
of  this  work.  The  anniversary  of  such  a  momentous  event  attracted 
universal   attention.      The   corporation    of   the    city   tendered   the   use 
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of  the   front  court-room  in  the  City  Hall  to  the  Society  for  the  exer- 
cises of  the  day,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  large   audience  of  ladies 
1809.    and  gentlemen   assembled  therein  to   listen  to  a  brilliant  and 
Sept.  4.   learned  historical  address  by  Eev.  Dr.  Miller.     Governor  Tomp- 
kins was  present,  also  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  the  city. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  So- 
ciety adjourned  to  the  City  Hotel  on  Broadway,  where  an  elegant  dinner  had 
been  prepared.  Among  the  invited  guests  were  ex-Mayor  Marinus  Willett, 
Judge   Nathaniel  Pendleton,  Tlieodorus  Bailey,  the  postmaster,   Colonel 

l*eter  Curte- 
nius,  Charles 
r.aldwin,  and 
He  my  Gahn, 
the  Swedish 
('onsul.  The 
\iands  served 
\\ere  "  a  vari- 
ety of  shell 
and  other  fish 
with  which 
our  waters 
abound,  wild 
]  )igeons  and 
succotash  (In- 
dian-corn and 
beans),  the  fa- 
vorite dish  of 

tlie  season,  with  the  different  meats  introduced  into  this  country  by  the 
European  settlers."  ^  It  was  a  banquet  in  keeping  with  the  historical 
spirit  of  the  occasion,  all  modern  delicacies  having  been  rigidly  excluded.^ 
Among  the  nominees  for  membership  of  the  Historical  Society  at  this 
meeting  were  Oliver  Wolcott,  David  B.  Ogden,  William  Paulding,  Jr., 
Washington  Irving,  Richard  Riker,  James  Swords,  and  Matthias  B. 
Tallmadge.  A  few  of  the  honorary  members  elected  were  Lindley 
Murray,  Noah  Webster,  Charles  Brockden  Brown,  George  Gibbs,  Timothy 
Alden,  Rev.  Dr.  Jedediah  Morse,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Elliott,  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Samuel  Johnson,  Rev.,  Dr.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  Dr. 
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City  Hoiel,  Trinity  Church,  and  Grace  Church. 

[Fro..,  a  rare  old  print.] 


^  Minutes  of  the  Neiv   Ym'lc  Historical  Society  in  Manuscript,  Vol.  I.  p.  23  ;  Dr.  Miller's 
Discourse,  New  York  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.  Vol.  I.  1809. 

-  The  sentiments  offered  at  this  notable  dinner  were  :  — 

"  Christopher  Columbus.  —  The  discoverer  of  America.     His  monument  is  not  inscribed 
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Benjamin  Eusli,  Eev.  Dr.  Timothy  Dwight,  president  of  Yale  College, 
Rev.  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith,  president  of  Princeton  College,  Josiah 
Quincy,  and  Vice-President  George  Clinton. 

with  his  name,  yet  all  nations  recognize  it.  Its  base  covers  half  the  globe,  and  its  summit 
reaches  beyond  the  clouds." 

"Queen  Isabella  of  Spain.  —The  magnanimous  and  munificent  friend  and  patron  of 
Columbus." 

"John  and  Sebastian  Cabot.  —  The  contemporaries  of  Columbus  and  the  discoverers  of 
North  America." 

"  John  Verrazano.  —  His  enterprising  genius  and  his  visit  to  this  part  of  our  country 
deserve  to  be  better  known." 

"Henry  Hudson. — The  enterprising  and  intrepid  navigator.  Though  disastrous  his 
end,  yet  fortunate  his  renown,  for  the  majestic  river  which  bears  his  name  shall  render  it 
immortal." 

"  The  Fourth  of  September,  1609.  —  The  day  on  which  Hudson  landed  on  our  shores." 

"  Wouter  Van  Twiller.  —  The  first  governor  of  New  Netherland." 

"  Peter  Stuyvesant.  —  The  last  Dutch  governor,  an  intrepid  soldier  and  faithful  officer." 

' '  Richard  Nicolls.  —  The  first  English  governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York." 

"  George  Clinton.  —  The  first  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York." 

"William  Smith.  —  The  historian  of  New  York." 

"  Richard  Hakluyt  and  Samuel  Purchas.  —  May  future  compilers  of  historical  documents 
emulate  their  diligence  and  fidelity." 

"William  Smith,  Cadwallader  Golden,  Samuel  Smith,  Jeremy  Belknap,  and  George 
Richards  Minot  —  American  historians.  — They  have  merited  the  gratitude  of  their  country." 

"The  United  States  of  America.  — May  our  prosperity  ever  confirm  the  belief  that  the 
tliscovery  of  our  country  was  a  blessing  to  mankind." 

"  The  State  of  New  York.  — May  it  ever  be  the  pleasing  task  of  the  historian  to  record 
events  that  shall  evince  the  wisdom  of  her  Legislature,  and  display  the  virtue  of  her  people." 

"  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  which  set  the  honorable  example  of  collecting 
and  preserving  what  relates  to  the  history  of  our  country." 

"  Our  Forefathers.  —  To  whose  enterprise  and  fortitude,  under  Providence,  we  owe  the 
blessings  we  enjoy." 

Among  the  numerous  volunteer  toasts  —  after  the  governor  and  the  mayor  had  n^tired 
from  the  table  —  were  the  following  :  — 

By  William  Johnson,  the  chairman  (in  the  absence  of  Judge  Benson,  the  president  of  the 
Society)  :  —  "  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York." 

By  John  Piutard  : —  "  The  mayor  and  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York." 

By  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill :  —  "A  speedy  termination  of  our  foreign  relations." 

By  Simeon  De  Witt  :—  "May  our  successors,  a  century  hence,  celebrate  the  same  event 
which  we  this  day  conmiemorate." 

By  Dr.  David  Hosack  : —  "The  memory  of  St.  Nicholas.  May  the  virtuous  habits  and 
simple  manners  of  our  Dutch  ancestors  be  not  lost  in  the  luxuries  and  refinements  of  the 
present  time." 

By  Judge  Pendleton  :  —  "  May  the  same  virtues  and  the  same  industry  combine  in  our 
land  which  have  converted  an  Indian  cornfield  into  a  Botanic  Garden." 

By  Josiah  Ogden  Holfman  :  —  "  Egbert  Benson,  our  absent  and  respected  president." 

By  Colonel  Curtenius  :  —  "  PieiTe  Van  Cortlandt,  the  first  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York." 

By  Mr.  Gahn,  the  Swedish  Consul  ;  —  "The  mouth  of  the  Hudson.  May  it  soon  have  a 
sharp  set  of  teeth  to  show  in  its  defense. 
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Tlie  new  City  Hall  in  the  Park  was  not  yet  completed,  although  work- 
men had  been  employed  upon  it  almost  without  intermission  since 
^^^^'  the  corner-stone  was  laid  by  Edward  Livingston  in  1803.  In 
1810  an  order  was  sent  to  England  for  copper  with  which  to  cover  the 
roof,  and  it  came  at  last,  although  not  until  1811,  costing  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars.  The  edifice  was  pronounced  finished  in  1812, 
upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  having  been  expended  upon  it,  exclu- 
sive of  its  furniture.  It  was  the  handsomest  structure  at  the  time  in  the 
United  States. 

The  white  marble  of  the  front  and  sides  was  brought  from  Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts.  The  architecture  was  both  Ionic  and  Corinthian,  the 
great  columns  resting  upon  a  rustic  basement  of  brown  freestone,  nine 
feet  in  height.  The  principal  entrance  was  on  the  south  front  by  a  ter- 
race walk  extending  the  length  of  the  building,  about  forty  feet  in  breadtli, 
and  raised  some  three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Park.  From  this  walk 
a  flight  of  steps  led  to  an  Ionic  colonnade,  thence  to  a  large  vestibule 
adjoining  a  corridor  which  communicated  with  the  different  apartments 
and  staircases.  In  the  centre  of  the  edifice,  facing  the  entrance,  was  a 
large  circular  stone  staircase,  with  a  double  flight  of  steps  upheld  without 
any  apparent  support.  On  the  level  of  the  second  floor  stood  ten  mar- 
ble columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  a  circular  gallery  around  them. 
The  columns  were  fluted,  and  the  entablature  fully  enriched ;  the  whole 
covered  by  a  hemispherical  ceiling,  ornamented  with  stucco  in  novel 
designs,  and  lighted  from  the  sky  with  fine  effect.  A  balustrade-of  marble 
surrounded  the  building,  hiding  a  great  portion  of  the  roof  The  centre 
had  an  attic  story  crowned  with  a  well-proportioned  cupola  surmounted 
by  the  figure  of  Justice. 

The  council  chamber  was  richly  ornamented  with  wood  and  stone 
carvings,  and  the  chairs  provided  for  the  mayor  the  same  that  had  been 
used  by  Washington  while  presiding  over  the  first  Congress  in  New  York 
City ;  it  was  elevated  by  a  few  steps  on  the  south  side  of  the  room,  and 
graced  with  a  canopy  overhead. 

The  City  Hall  Park  was  described  by  a  writer  of  the  period  as  "  a  piece 
of  inclosed  ground  in  front  of  the  new  City  Hall,  consisting  of  about  four 
acres,  planted  with  elms,  planes,  willows,  and  catalpas,  the  surrounding 
foot-walk  encompassed  with  rows  of  poplars.  This  beautiful  grove,  in 
the  middle  of  the  city,  combines  in  a  high  degree  ornament  with  health 
and  pleasure ;  and  to  enhance  the  enjoyments  of  the  place,  the  English 
and  French  reading-room,  the  Shakespeare  gallery,  and  the  theater,  offer 
ready  amusement  to  the  mind ;  while  the  mechanic-hall,  the  London 
hotel,  and  the  New  York  gardens  present  instant  refreshment  to  the  body. 
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Though  the  trees  are  but  young,  and  of  few  years'  growtli,  the  Park  may 
be  pronounced  an  elegant  and  improving  place." 

The  Park  Theater  will  be  recognized  in  the  sketch,  upon  the  southeast 
side  of  the  Park,  and  has  the  effect  of  a  large  and  commodious  building,  as  it 
must  necessarily  have  been  to  accommodate  twelve  hundred  persons  with 
seats.  The  boxes  are  said  to  have  been  remarkably  well  adapted  to  the 
display  of  beauty  and  fashion,  as  well  as  to  the  view  of  the  scenic  per- 
formances.    In  November  of  this  year  George  Frederick  Cooke 

•^  '^  Nov.  21. 

appeared  in  Eichard  III.,  before  the  largest  audience  ever  crowded 
within  its  walls.     The  throng  was  so  great  that  many  Avere  pushed  through 


^ML^i 


Cify  Hall  Park. 

[With  the  Park  Theater  an>l  Bnck  Church  to  the  ri^-ht.] 

the  doors  without  paying.  Ladies  were  taken  to  the  alley  and  introduced 
to  the  boxes  from  the  rear.  Cooke's  vast  renown  had  preceded  him  to 
this  country,  and  his  arrival  was  one  of  the  chief  milestones  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  drama.  He  was  fifty-four  years  of  age,  possessing  all  the 
elasticity  of  thirty,  of  stalwart  figure  and  commanding  presence,  and  be- 
ing a  man  of  keen  observation  who  had  for  a  decade  made  mankind  a 
perpetual  study,  his  breadth  of  vision  and  boldness  and  originality  of 
conception  convinced  the  New  York  community  that  he  was  the  first 
of  living  actors.  He  engrossed  all  minds  ;  and  old  play -goers  discovered 
a  mine  of  wealth  in  Shakespeare  never  before  comprehended. 

On  the  23d  he  played  Sir  Pertinax,  and,  notwithstanding  a  violent  snow- 
storm, the    receipts    of   the    house    were   fourteen   hundred    and 
twenty-four  dollars.     It  was  his  greatest  performance,  and  was 
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rendered  the  more  acceptable  by  his  wonderful  enunciation  of  the  Scotch 
dialect.  He  was  told  that  all  the  town  had  concluded  he  was  a  Scotcli- 
man.  "They  have  the  same  opinion  of  me  in  Scotland,"  he  replied, 
"  yet  I  am  an  Englishman."  When  asked  how  he  had  acquired  so  com- 
plete a  knowledge  of  the  Scotch  accentuation,  he  said,  "  I  studied  more 
than  two  and  a  half  years  in  my  own  room,  with  repeated  intercourse 
with  Scotch  society,  in  order  to  master  the  Scotch  dialect,  before  I  ven- 
tured to  appear  on  the  boards  in  Edinburgh  as  Sir  Pertinax,  and  when  I 
did  Sawney  took  me  for  a  native.  It  was  the  hardest  task  I  ever  under- 
took." 1 

The  Brick  Church  with  its  little  yard  of  tombs,  then  occupying  the 
site  of  the  present  building  of  the  New  York  Times,  was  the  scene  of  the 
ordination  and  installation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Gardiner  Spring  in  August,  1810. 
He  was  a  young  divine  of  great  promise,  who  first  saw  the  light  in  New- 
buryport,  Massachusetts,  twenty-five  years  before,  and  who  maintained  for 
over  half  a  century  the  position  as  pastor  of  this  church  organization  —  un- 
moved by  invitations  to  preside  at  Hamilton  and  at  Dartmouth  colleges. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  able,  popular,  and  esteemed  preachers  of  the 
city,  as  well  as  the  author  of  twenty  or  more  valuable  works  which  have 
passed  through  many  editions,  and  have  been  in  part  translated  and  re- 
published in  Europe.^ 

During  the  summer  of  the  same  year  the  Wall  Street  Presbyterian 
Church  was  rebuilt   on  an  enlarged   plan,  ninety-seven  feet   long  and 

J  George  Frederick  Cooke  wa.s  born  in  England,  April  17,  1756,  died  in  New  York  City 
September  26,  1812.  He  began  life  as  a  printer's  apprentice,  but  his  fondness  for  the  stage 
led  him  early  into  that  career.  He  was  three  years  in  Dublin,  and  in  1800  ajjpeared  at 
Covent  Garden  in  Richard  III.,  taking  his  place  in  the  front  rank  of  actors.  He  was  also 
celebrated  in  Macbeth,  lago,  Shylock,  and  Sir  Pertinax.  His  habitual  intemperance  destroyed 
his  constitution,  and  while  it  never  impaired  his  dramatic  reputation,  it  disgusted  the  world 
and  terminated  his  dazzling  career.  (Drake  ;  Dunlaj) ;  Old  Neio  York,  by  Francis.)  He  was 
buried  in  Trinity  Churchyard,  where  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  in  1821,  by 
Edmund  Kean,  of  the  Theater  Royal,  Drury  Lane.  "  His  funeral  was  an  imposing  spectacle. 
He  had  no  kindred  present,  but  the  clergy  of  New  York,  physicians,  members  of  the  bar,  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy,  the  Literati  and  men  of  science,  together  with  tlie  dramatic  corps, 
and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  moved  in  the  procession."  —  Tovihsin  Old  Trinity,  by  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Lamb,  in  Harper's  Magazine,  November,  1876. 

2  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D.,  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Spring,  of  Newburyport, 
Massachusetts,  one  of  the  chaplains  of  the  army  who  accompanied  Arnold  in  his  attack  on 
Quebec  in  1775.  He  graduated  at  Yale  in  1805,  after  which  he  studied  law  with  the  distin- 
guished jurist,  David  Daggett,  of  New  Haven,  who  was  at  one  time  chief  justice  of  the  State 
and  also  mayor  of  New  Haven.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  1808,  he  commenced 
practice.  But  the  effect  of  one  of  the  great  sermons  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Mason  —  from  the 
text,  "To  the  poor  the  gosi)el  is  preached"  —  was  to  turn  his  mind  to  the  study  of  theology. 
After  a  year  passed  at  Andover  he  was  licensed  to  i)reach,  and  in  a  few  months  received  and 
accejited  the  call  to  the  Brick  Church.  —  Grccnleaf ;  Sprague ;  Hardic  ;  Duijckinck  ;  Drake. 
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sixty- eight  feet  wide,  with  a  handsome  spire.  Rev.  Dr.  Eodgers  was  at 
the  time  bending  under  the  weight  of  years,  and  died  the  following  spring 
at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-four.  He  continued  his  pastoral  relations  with 
the  church,  however,  until  the  last,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  in 
urging  the  work  forward  on  the  new  edifice.  Eev.  Dr.  Miller,  who  had 
been  associated  with  him  as  collegiate  pastor,  assumed  the  entire  charge 
until  1813,  when  he  resigned  in  consequence  of  his  appointment  to  the 
professorship  of  divinity  at  Princeton.  He  was  succeeded  by  Eev.  Philip 
Melancthon  Whepley,  the  son  of  Eev.  Samuel  Whepley,  of  Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts,  an  author  and  clergyman  who  established  a  very  popular 
school  in  New  York  about  1814,  and  who  died  in  1817.  Young  Whep- 
ley was  but  twenty-three  at  the  time  of  his  installation  over  the  Wall 
Street  Church  in  1815,  yet  he  fulfilled  his  duties  satisfactorily  until  his 
death  in  1824  For  two  years  the  church  was  without  a  pastor,  but  in 
1826  Eev.  William  W.  Phillips  accepted  a  call,  and  entered  upon  his 
pastorate  on  the  19th  of  January. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1809,  the  three  Presbyterian  churches  of  the 
city,  which  hitherto  had  been  one  collegiate  charge,  were  separated  in  an 
orderly  manner  by  the  Presbytery ;  and  the  Eev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler, 
installed  as  a  colleague  in  1805,  became  the  sole  pastor  of  the  Eutgers 
Street  Church  until  1813,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  a  distinguished 
scholar,  born  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  in  1775,  educated  at  Edinburgh, 
and  developed  into  a  most  philosophical  and  industrious  literary  man. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and  subsequently  pres- 
ident of  Eutgers  College  — from  1825  to  1841.  The  Eutgers  Street 
Church  was  a  spacious  frame  edifice  erected  on  land  presented  by  Henry 
Eutgers  in  1797,  and  had  a  cupola  and  a  public  clock.  Eev.  Dr.  John 
McKnight,  who  had  labored  incessantly  with  the  ministers  since  1789, 
resigned  his  sacred  office  with  the  consent  of  the  Presbytery  in  1810. 

This  was  a  period  wlien  new  churches  were  being  founded  by  every 
denomination.  The  Presbyterians  commenced  a  new  house  of  w^orship 
in  Spring  Street,  near  Varick,  in  1810,  the  venerable  Dr.  Eodgers  being 
present  and  offering  a  short  prayer.  The  Canal  Street  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1809,  the  original  structure  being  located  on  Orange  Street,  near 
Grand,  the  corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  by  Dr.  Eodgers.  The  site 
proving  unfavorable  and  the  building  badly  constructed,  it  was  aban- 
doned, in  1825,  for  a  larger  and  more  substantial  brick  edifice  erected 
upon  the  corner  of  Canal  Street  and  Green.  Meanwhile  the  Pearl  Street 
Church,  between  Elm  and  P>roadway,  built  of  stone  in  1797,  had  for  a 
few  years  formed  a  collegiate  charge  with  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Cedar  Street,  but  separated  in  1804.     In  1810  a  third  Associate  Pres- 
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byterian  Church  was  formed  chiefly  from  the  Cedar  Street  congregation, 
and  an  elegant  stone  edifice  was  built  on  Murray  Street,  opposite  Colum- 
bia College.  When  completed,  in  1812,  Dr.  John  M.  Mason  became  its 
pastor,  he  having  retired  from  his  former  charge.  The  Duane  Street 
Church  was  established  with  twenty-eiglit  members  in  November,  1808, 
and  first  occupied  a  small  church  edifice  in  Cedar  Street,  between  William 
and  Nassau.  Under  the  ministry  of  Kev.  Dr.  John  B.  Eomeyn  until  his 
death  in  1825,  a  large  congregation  was  gathered,  and  not  until  1836  was 
it  thought  expedient  to  remove  to  the  elegant  house  of  worship  erected  on 
Duane  Street,  corner  of  Church.^  The  spring  of  1836  marked  also  the 
removal  of  the  Scotch  Church  in  Cedar  Street  to  a  new  edifice  in  Grand 
Street,  near  Broadway.  The  organization  known  as  the  earliest  Associate 
Presbyterian  Church,  formed  in  1785,  worshiped  in  a  small  edifice  in 
Nassau  Street  erected  in  1787  ;  that  of  the  earliest  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church  dated  back  to  1797,  and  occupied  a  church  edifice  built  in 
1801,  in  Chambers  Street,  east  of  Broadway,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander 
McLeod  being  its  pastor  from  1800  to  1818.^  In  1810  a  religious  meet- 
ing under  a  Congregational  or  Independent  form  was  established  in 
Elizabeth  Street,  and  the  following  year  it  was  reorganized  as  a  Presby- 
terian Church,  admitted  to  the  Presbytery  of  New  York,  and  Rev.  Henry 
P.  Strong  was  installed  pastor.^ 

While  the  Presbyterians  of  the  city  prior  to  the  war  of  1812  had 
multiplied  into  twelve  distinct  organizations,  the  Episcopalians,  inclusive 
of  chapels  and  mission  churches,  had  fourteen  places  of  worship.  Trinity, 
St.  Paul's  Chapel,  and  St.  George's  Chapel  in  Beekman  Street,  have  hith- 
erto been  brought  before  the  reader's  notice.  St.  John's  Church,  an  ele- 
gant stone  structure  costing  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
was  built  by  Trinity  Church  in  1807.  The  site  chosen,  in  Varick  Street, 
between  Laight  and  Beach,  was  one  of  the  most  desolate  imaginable,  the 
scenery  comprehending  little  else  than  a  dreary  marsh,  covered  with 
brambles  and  bulrushes,  and  tenanted  Ijy  frogs  and  water-snakes.     How- 

1  In  May,  1836,  Rev.  George  Potts  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Duane  Street  Church,  but 
after  a  few  years  the  congregation  had  scattered  towards  the  north  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  followed,  and,  preaching  for  a  time  in  the  chapel  of  the  New  York  University,  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  handsome  church  edifice  in  University  Place,  corner  of  Tenth  Street. 
Rev.  Dr.  James  Waddell  Alexander  succeeded  to  the  pulpit  of  the  Duane  Street  Church, 
which  subsequently  removed  to  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Nineteenth  Street  ;  and  in  1875 
again  removed  to  the  handsome  edifice,  corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Fifty-fourth  Street,  of 
which  the  present  pastor  is  the  eloquent  and  popular  divine,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall. 

2  The  original  session  of  this  church  consisted  of  John  Currie,  Andrew  Gifford,  David 
Clark,  John  Agnew,  and  James  Nelson. 

3  The  Elizabeth  Street  Church  was  dissolved  by  the  Presbytery  in  1813,  it  being  too 
feeble  to  sustain  itself. 
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ever,  the  spirit  of  progress  which  actuated  the  Xew  York  luiml  soon  be- 
came visible  iu  the  laying  out  of  Hudson  Square,  covering  an  entire  block 
in  front  of  the  church. 

In  Ann  Street,  a  few  dooi's  east  of  Nassau,  stood  Christ's  Church,  founded 
in  1794;    in    1810 
it     counted     three 
hundred     members 

in  communion;  and  t  _-r^ 

in  1823  a  new  edi- 
fice was  erected  in 
Anthony  Street,  a 
little  west  of  Broad- 
way. Its  rector  from 
1805  to  1848  was 
Eev.  Dr.  Thomas 
Lyell.  The  French 
Church,  Du  St.  Es- 
prit, in  Pine  Street, 
was  open  for  wor- 
ship until  1834,  at 
which  time  the 
property  was  sold, 
and  the  congrega- 
tion removed  to  an 
elegant  structure  (jf 
white  marl)le  in 
Franklin  Street,  cor- 
ner of  Church.  In 
Broome  Street,  cor- 
ner of  Chrystie,  St 
Stephen's  Church 
was  built  in  1805. 
Upon  the  site  of  the 
old  chapel  of  Gov- 
ernor Stuyvesant  in 
Second  Avenue,  cor- 
ner     of     Eleventh 

Street,  —  beneath  which  was  the  Stuyvesant  vault — St.  Mark's  Cliurch 
was  opened  for  worsliip  in  1799,  the  property  having  been  generously 
donated  to  the  vestry  of  Trinity  Church  by  the  great  grandson  of  the 
governor,  together  Mith  some  eiglit  hundred  pounds  sterling  in  money 

vot,.  n.  36 


St.  John's  Church. 

was  the  Stuyvesant  vault 
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towards  the  erection  of  the  edifice.  Eev.  Dr.  William  Harris  was  the 
rector  from  1801  to  1816,  although  elected  president  of  Columbia  College 
in  1811.  Grace  Church  was  founded  in  1805,  and  a  spacious  edifice  was 
soon  erected  in  Broadway,  near  Trinity  Church,  upon  the  site  of  the  old 
Lutheran  Church  whicli  was  burned  in  1776  ;  the  elegant  church  in  Broad- 
way, corner  of  Tenth  Street,  was  completed  by  this  organization  in  1846  ; 
the  first  rector  was  Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Bowen.  Zion  Church  stood  in 
1810  in  Mott  Street,  corner  of  Cross  ;  it  was  built  by  a  small  society  of 
Lutherans  in  1801,  and  was  afterwards  received  into  the  communion 
of  the  Episcopal  Church ;  Rev.  Ralph  Williston  was  the  pastor  from  1811 
to  1815,  when  the  building  was  burned,  and  about  two  years  later  rebuilt. 
In  the  neighborhood  of  Manhattan ville  and  Washington  Heights  many 
families  desired  religious  privileges ;  therefore,  in  1807,  St.  Michael's 
Church  was  founded,  and  a  small  frame  building  erected  at  Bloomingdale. 
In  1810  St.  James's  Church  was  formed,  and  a  church  edifice  erected  about 
a  mile  east  of  St.  IMichael's.  The  two  parishes  were  associated  under  the 
rectorship  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Farmer  Jarvis  until  1818,  when  he 
was  appointed  Professor  of  Biblical  Learning  in  the  new  General  Theo- 
logical Seminary  established  in  New  York.  The  colored  Episcopalians 
held  a  service  by  themselves  in  a  school-v(Xim  in  William  Street  from 
1809  to  1812,  after  which  they  removed  to  a  room  in  Cliff  Street,  where 
they  worshipped  for  several  years ;  in  1819  they  erected  St.  Philip's 
Church  in  Centre  Street,  between  Leonard  and  Anthony.  Calvary 
Church,  near  Corker's  Hook,  resulted  from  a  missionary  effort  in  1810 
of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  P.  Aydelott,  a  physician  who  had  received  orders, 
and  entered  with  great  enthusiasm  into  the  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  locality.  A  church  was  regularly  organized 
with  eleven  members  in  August  of  that  year,  but  it  afterwards  became 
extinct. 

The  Reformed  Dutch  Church  had  at  the  same  time  not  less  than  seven 
houses  of  worship.  It  was  the  oldest  organization  of  Christians  in  the 
city,  and  distinguished  for  the  high  character  of  its  well-trained  theologians 
and  devoted  ministers.  The  three  principal  churches.  Garden  Street, 
Middle  Church,  and  North  Church,  described  upon  former  pages,  consti- 
tuted a  collegiate  charge  —  a  plan  which  seems  to  have  prevailed  among 
all  the  early  churches  of  New  York,  and  was.  first  abandoned  by  the 
Presbyterians.  The  old  church  in  Garden  Street  was  taken  down  in 
1807,  and  a  new  edifice  erected  on  the  same  site  —  which  was  destroyed 
in  1835  by  fire,  and  its  successor  rebuilt  on  Washington  Square.  In 
1813  a  petition  from  the  congregation  procured  a  separation  from  the 
collegiate  connection,  and  this  church  proceeded  to  form  a  Consistory  of 
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its  own.  Its  pastor  for  a  series  of  years  was  Eev.  Dr.  James  M.  Mathews. 
The  Middle  Dutch  Church,  in  Nassau  Street,  was  occupied  for  divine 
service  until  1844  Meanwhile,  in  1807,  the  consistory  of  the  collegiate 
church  built  the  Northwest  Church,  in  Franklin  Street,  near  West  Broad- 
way ;  and  the  same  year  enlarged  the  little  wooden  church  in  Greenwich 
village,  which  had  been  erected  in  1782.  A  church  was  founded  at  Har- 
lem soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  city ;  and  about  1805  Jacob  Harsen 
erected  at  Bloomiugdale,  upon  his  own  land,  a  small  wooden  building  for 
public  worship,  which  was  formally  dedicated  by  Eev.  Dr.  Livingston  on 
the  last  Sabbath  in  June  of  that  year.  In  October  the  officers  were  duly 
installed,  and  the  edifice  conveyed  to  the  organization  by  Mr.  Harsen. 
In  1808  the  Eev.  Alexander  Gunn  was  called  to  the  pastorate  ;  and  six 
years  later  a  substantial  structure  was  erected  by  the  congregation  in 
Sixty-eighth  Street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth  Avenues. 

The  German  Eeformed  Church,  built  in  Nassau  Street  before  the  Eevo- 
lution  through  the  efforts  of  Dominie  Kern,  was  sold  in  1804,  and  a  new 
edifice  erected  in  Forsytli  Street.  A  controversy  arose  about  the  same 
time  concerning  the  church  property,  which  two  adverse  parties  within 
the  organization,  one  Calvinistic,  and  connected  with  the  collegiate  Ee- 
formed Dutch,  and  the  other  Lutheran  and  standing  alone,  both  claimed ; 
at  length,  in  1834,  the  Lutheran  party  obtained  possession  of  the  edifice. 
Ten  years  later  the  decision  was  reversed,  and  the  Calvinistic  party  re- 
turned, while  the  Lutherans  retired  to  Columbia  Hall  in  Grand  Street. 
In  1846,  by  a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Errors,  the  Lutherans  once  more 
took  possession  of  the  building.  Their  minister  was  connected  with  the 
Lutheran  Synod,  and  officiated  in  the  German  language. 

The  Lutherans  whose  church  was  burned  in  Broadway  in  1776  united 
after  the  war  with  another  congregation  of  Lutherans  who  had  in  1767 
erected  a  small  stone  edifice,  known  as  the  Swamp  Church,  in  William 
Street,  corner  of  Frankfort,  where  the  Eev.  Dr.  John  Christopher  Kunze 
was  the  stated  pastor  from  1784  until  his  death  in  1807.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Eev.  Dr.  F.  G.  Geissenhainer.  Both  of  these  divines  preached 
in  the  German  language  only. 

The  Baptists  had  already  expanded  into  eight  distinct  church  organiza- 
tions. As  early  as  1770  a  difficulty  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  arose 
about  psalmody.  It  had  been  the  usage  of  the  church  to  have  the  lines 
parceled  out  as  sung,  but  an  innovation  was  desired  with  such  persistence 
that  fourteen  members  seceded  and  formed  the  Second  Baptist  Church. 
Their  first  pastor  was  Eev.  John  Dodge  of  Long  Island.  In  1791  a  division 
arose  in  the  Second  Church,  wliicli  resulted  in  the  founding  of  a  third 
church,  and  the  erection  of  an  edifice  in  1795  in  Oliver  Street,  corner  of 
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Henry,  which  was  enlarged  and  rebuilt  in  1800.  The  Second,  afterwards 
called  the  Bethel  Church,  built  a  church  edifice  of  wood  in  Broome 
Street,  near  the  Bowery,  in  1806.  The  Mulberry  Street  Church  was 
formed  in  1809,  and  until  1838  was  under  the  ministry  of  Eev.  Dr.  Archi- 
bald Maclay.  In  1809  the  North  Beriah  Church  was  also  formed,  a  colony 
of  some  thirty  members  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  having  united  in 
a  new  church  enterprise,  and  erected  a  frame  building  in  Van  Dam  Street, 
between  Varick  and  Hudson.  It  was  known  as  the  North  Church  until 
after  the  War  of  1812.  The  structure  was  burned  in  1819,  and  its  suc- 
cessor rebuilt  in  McDougall  Street,  near  Van  Dam.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Scotch  Baptists  formed  a  church  in  1802,  styled  the  Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  1806  built  a  small  house  of  worship  in  Anthony  Street, 
near  West  Broadway.  In  1809  the  Abyssinian  Church  was  organized, 
consisting  of  a  colony  of  colored  people  from  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
and  bought  the  little  edifice  so  recently  completed  by  the  Scotch  Baptists 
in  Anthony  Street,  who  obtained  a  frame  building  in  York  Street  not 
quite  as  costly.  In  1807  a  party  of  seventy-six  Welsh  Baptists,  all  com- 
municants, organized  into  a  church,  with  Eev.  John  Stephens  pastor, 
worshiping  in  a  small  house  in  Mott  Street. 

Two  Methodist  churches  were  formed  in  1810,  the  Allen  Street  Church 
and  the  Bedford  Street  Church,  the  former  erecting  a  stone  edifice  in 
Allen  Street,  seventy  feet  by  fifty-five,  and  the  latter  a  frame  building  in 
Bedford  Street,  corner  of  Morton.  These,  with  the  four  churches  of  this 
denomination  before  mentioned,  and  one  African  Methodist  —  which  had 
a  small  brick  edifice,  erected  in  1800  in  Church  Street,  corner  of  Leonard 
—  comprise  the  seven  Methodist  churches  of  1812.  There  were,  also, 
one  Moravian  Church ;  one  Universalist  Church,  located  in  Pearl  Street 
near  Chatham  ;  one  Congregational  Church,  built  in  Elizabeth  Street, 
between  Walker  Street  and  Hester,  in  1809 ;  two  Quaker  meeting- 
houses, one  in  Pearl  Street  near  Franklin  Square,  built  in  1775,  and  the 
other  in  Liberty  Street  in  1802 — a  brick  building  sixty  by  forty  feet; 
one  Jewish  Synagogue,  in  Mill  Street ,  and  one  Eoman  Catholic  Church. 
While  the  English  laws  were  in  force  prior  to  the  close  of  the  Eevolu- 
tion,  no  Catholic  clergyman  was  allowed  to  officiate  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  But  in  all  legislation  after  the  war  every  man  was  permitted  to 
worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  The  Eo- 
man Catholics  formed  a  congregation  in  1783,  and  commenced  worship  in 
a  small  building  in  Vauxhall  Garden,  on  the  margin  of  the  Hudson, 
until  St.  Peter's  Church  was  completed  in  Barclay  Street,  corner  of 
Church,  in  1786.  For  more  than  thirty  years  this  was  the  only  Catliolic 
church  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
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Deep  and  strong  New  York  had  laid  tlie  foundation  of  her  religious 
society  in.  the  beginning.  Thus  the  wonder  is  not  that  her  church  edi- 
fices increased  in  proportion  to  the  rapid  spread  of  her  boundaries,  until 
the  number  reached  fifty-nine  prior  to  the  second  war  with  Great  Britian, 
many  of  which  were  spacious,  elegant,  and  costly,  but  that  so  much  was 
done  in  this  direction  during  the  marked  period  of  pecuniary  distress 
from  1807  to  1812. 

The  creation  and  regulation  of  streets  form  a  eliapter  of  interest  and  im- 
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Foot  of  Canal  Street  and  Hudson  River. 
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new  roadways  were  springing  into  existence,  and  by-paths 
and  alleys  striking  new  levels  or  new  orbits,  and  growing  like  mush- 
rooms in  the  night.  In  the  midst  of  the  struggle  to  obtain  appro- 
priations from  the  government  for  defenses,  and  the  general  feeling  of 
insecurity  pervading  New  York  City — the  shining  mark  for  a  foreign 
foe  —  the  labor  of  grading  hills  and  elevating  valleys  went  forward  with 
as  much  apparent  spirit  as  if  the  whole  ambition  of  the  community  was 
involved.  The  minutes  of  the  Common  Council  teem  with  reports  of 
commissioners  and  surveyors,  and  with  resolutions  for  opening  and 
elongating  streets,  until  the  city  was  actually  blockaded  by  the  British. 

The  corporation  brain  encountered  no  puzzle  half  as  formidable  as  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued  with  the  swamp  in  the  region  of  Canal  Street. 
Broadway  was  graded  below  the  stone  bridge,  and  for  some  distance 
above,  and  Spring  Street  was  marked  out,  and  houses  built  in  certain 
parts  of  it,  while  yet  nothing  l)ut  a  small  sluggish  stream  of  water 
marked  the  site  of  the  broad  and  convenient  Canal  Street  of  to-day. 
The  Lispenard  Meadows  \\ere  overflowed  with  water  at  some  seasons  of 
the  year,  and  in  winter  they  formed  a  skating  ])ond  for  thousands  of 
persons  who  delighted  in  the  amusement,  as  the  Collect,  or  Fresh  Water 
Pond  had  done  before  its  beauty  was  spoiled  by  the  filling  in  of  offal 
and  rubbish.  The  point  where  the  Canal  Street  rivulet  united  with 
the  Hudson  River  was  sketched  one  winter's  morning  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century  by  Alexander  Anderson,  the  first  wood-engraver  in 
America,  and  the  scene  represented  is  in  such  striking  contrast  with 
that  of  the  same  locality  at  the  present  day  that  it  is  reproduced  for  the 
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entertainment  of  the  public.  The  habitable  portion  of  the  city  had 
crept  up  the  Bowery  as  far  as  Bond  Street.  Various  schemes  had 
been  discussed  of  disposing  of  the  Collect,  and  Canal  Street  had  been 
laid  out  upon  paper  by  competent  engineers  as  many  times  as  there 
were  months  in  the  calendar.  The  most  feasible  plan  for  some  years 
seemed  to  be  the  construction  of  a  canal  or  tunnel  on  a  level  one  foot 
below  low-water  mark,  passing  directly  through  the  pond,  from  the  East 
River  to  the  Hudson,  which  should  drain  the  meadows  adjacent  as 
well,  "carrying  off  the  water  from  the  streets  that  descend  thereto." 
Before  funds  had  been  raised  for  its  execution,  the  idea  of  filling  the 
pond  with  the  cleanest  and  best  earth  which  could  be  obtained  w^as 
acted  upon ;  at  the  same  time  an  effort  was  made  to  dig  from  the  bot- 
tom a  sediment  soil  formed  from  decomposed  vegetable  matter  similar 
to  peat  or  turf,  extending  to  a  great  depth,  and  which  it  was  believed 
might  be  converted  into  fuel  and  thus  prove  remunerative.  Laborers 
were  employed  in  the  summer  of  1808  for  one  or  two  months,  but  for 
some  reason  the  work  was  discontinued,  and  the  old  process  of  "filling 
in  "  again  prevailed. 

During  the  same  season  a  great  clamor  arose  among  property  owners 
along  the  line  of  Canal  or  Duggan  Street  —  as  it  was  at  first  called  from 
Thomas  Duggan,  a  large  property-owner  in  the  vicinity  —  which  had 
been  temporarily  laid  out  in  1806.  The  method  which  met  with  more 
general  approbation  than  any  other  had  been  laid  aside  for  less  prac- 
ticable suggestions,  and  then  reconsidered,  until  any  one  plan,  however 
imperfect,  if  only  permanent,  was  sought  as  a  special  boon.  It  was  rep- 
resented that  upwards  of  three  thousand  lots  fronting  on  the  proposed 
street  could  not  be  improved,  and  that  cellars,  wherever  they  existed, 
were  filled  with  water.  At  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Grand  Street  and 
Greene,  as  was  stated,  a  man  had  walked  into  deep  water  by  mistake 
in  the  night  and  been  drowned.  Some  went  so  far  as  to  declare  that 
when  the  Hudson  and  the  East  Rivers  were  swollen  with  the  spring  tides 
"  their  waters  ran  into  and  covered  the  swamps,  meeting  one  another." 

In  accordance  with  an  earnest  petition,  application  was  made  to  the 
Legislature,  and  an  act  passed  appointing  commissioners  to  decide  upon 
the  method,  and  to  regulate  and  open  the  street.  This  was  a  separate 
and  distinct  act  from  the  one  passed  April  3,  1807,  appointing  Gouverneur 
Morris,  Simeon  De  Witt,  and  John  Rutherford  "  commissioners  of  streets 
and  roads  in  the  city  of  New  York  "  ;  and  all  three  of  those  gentlemen 
declined  to  serve  on  the  new  commission,  their  duties  lying  chiefly  above 
Houston  Street.  Difficulties  of  a  scientific  character  interposed,  and  the 
year  1809  was  well  advanced  before  the  tangled  meadows  and  wild  grass 
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began  to  disappear.  The  drainage  must  necessarily  embrace  a  consider- 
able extent  of  high  land  to  the  north,  where  the  permanent  grade  of 
the  streets  had  not  yet  been  established.  Thus  the  work  progressed 
slowly,  and  with  many  interruptions.  It  resulted  finally  in  a  street  one 
hundred  feet  wide  with  a  ditch  or  open  canal  in  its  center  bordered  with 
shade  trees,  upon  either  side  of  which  was  a  broad  drive  lined  with  habi- 
tations —  and  which  was  very  naturally  called  Canal  Street. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Collect  received  the  tops  of  all  the  eminences 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  was  obliterated  from  the  topography  of  the  city. 
East  of  its  site  were  several  unfinished  streets  for  many  years.  The 
property  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Jews'  burial-ground  was  not  con- 
sidered worth  anything  —  at  least  nobody  could  be  found  willing  to  buy 
it  at  any  price.  But  there  were  several  estates  lying  beyond,  which  sub- 
sequently became  extremely  valuable.  The  Banckers  owned  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Bancker  —  afterwards  Madison  —  Street, 
adjoining  the  Roosevelt  property,  from  which  Roosevelt  Street  received 
its  name.  And  the  Janeways  were  extensive  real-estate  proprietors  in 
the  same  neighboriiood  at  one  period.  Colonel  Rutgers  was  immensely 
rich  in  lands,  and  one  of  the  most  liberal  men  of  his  time  in  the  matter 
of  donating  sites  for  public  buildings  and  streets. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  town  the  wealthy  corporation  of  Trinity  Church 
was  munificent  in  contributing  landed  property  to  the  authorities  for  streets 
—  as  it  was  required  from  year  to  year.  In  1808  it  ceded  to  the  city  the 
ground  for  Washington  Street,  from  Christopher  Street  to  the  Hudson 
River ;  also  that  for  Greenwich  Street  from  Spring  Street  north  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  church  property,  for  Hudson  Street  from  North  Moore  Street 
to  Vestry  Street,  for  Varick  Street  from  North  Moore  Street  to  Vestry 
Street,  for  Beach  Street  from  Hudson  to  east  boundary  of  church  land, 
for  Laight  Street  from  Hudson  to  east  boundary  of  church  land,  for  Vestry 
Street  from  Greenwich  Street  to  east  boundary  of  church  land,  for  Des- 
brosses  Street  from  Greenwich  Street  to  Hudson  River,  for  Le  Roy  Street 
from  Hudson  Street  to  Hudson  River,  for  Van  Dam,  Charlton,  King, 
Hamersley,  Clarkson,  Barrow,  and  Morton  Streets  as  far  as  the  church 
lands  extended  from  east  to  west,  and  for  two  alleys,  each  twenty-five  feet 
wide  —  one  in  the  rear  of  St.  John's  Church,  and  the  other  from  Beach 
Street  to  Laight  Street.  The  beautiful  park  itself,  in  front  of  St.  John's 
Church,  was  not  only  appropriated  from  the  Trinity  Church  domains  and 
made  the  pride  of  the  city,  but  embellished  at  the  expense  of  the  church 
corporation.  At  the  same  tiriie  hardly  a  form  could  be  mentioned  in  which 
the  liberality  of  Trinity  Church  was  not  manifested  towards  the  younger 
and  needy  Episcopal  churches  not  only  of  the  city  but  of  every  section 
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of  the  State.  Gifts  of  communion-plate,  organs,  bells,  salaries,  and  lots, 
were  of  common  occurrence,  donations  reached  hundreds  of  aged  and 
infirm  clergymen  from  time  to  time,  institutions  of  learning  were  en- 
dowed, and  loans  were  granted  which  in  a  few  years  exceeded  a  million 
of  dollars. 

The  labors  of  Bishop  Moore  in  this  field  terminated  through  a  severe 
illness  in  February,  1811,  from  which  he  never  recovered,  although  he 
survived  until  1816.  He  had  been  associated  in  the  duties  of  the  Trinity 
Church  pulpit  since  1774,  shortly  after  his  return  from  England,  where 
he  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London  in  the  Episcopal  palace  at 
Eulham.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Bishop  Provoost  in  1801  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  his  successor.  From  1801  to  1811  he  was  also  president 
of  Columbia  College,  but  the  terms  of  his  acceptance  of  the  office  relieved 
him  from  all  regular  instruction  and  the  details  of  college  discipline, 
confining  his  duties  to  presiding  at  the  public  examination  of  classes, 
the  weekly  declamations,  at  commencements,  and  other  public  occasions. 
His  style  of  conferring  degrees  was  very  charming.  He  was  a  slender 
man,  of  medium  stature,  and  a  bright,  attractive  countenance  ;  and  with- 
out the  least  semblance  of  affectation  or  any  attempt  to  appear  con- 
descending or  patronizing,  his  manners  were  the  perfection  of  grace, 
dignity,  and  gentleness,  reflecting  both  intelligence  of  mind  and  loveliness 
of  character.  "  His  voice,"  wrote  the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Moore,  "  though 
feeble  rather  than  powerful,  was  music  to  the  ear,  and  his  enunciation 
was  so  distinct  that  the  most  distant  hearer  was  in  no  danger  of  losing  a 
word."  He  was  always  ready  to  syinpathize  with  those  in  difficulty  or 
trouble ;  and  the  truly  catholic  spirit  breathing  through  his  whole  con- 
duct radiated  an  influence  which  might  be  traced  in  thousands  of  praise- 
worthy deeds  that  seemed  to  emanate  from  other  sources  than  himself. 
In  his  thirty-seven  years'  connection  with  Trinity  Church  he  celebrated 
no  less  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  marriages,  according  to  the 
parish  register,  and  baptized  over  three  thousand  persons.  He  retained 
the  office  of  Rector  and  Bishop  of  New  York  during  life ;  but  Rev.  Dr. 
John  Henry  Hobart  was  consecrated  assistant  bishop  in  May,  1811,  and 
in  1816  became  Diocesan  of  New  York.  Rev.  Dr.  Abraham  Beach  was 
appointed  assistant  rector  to  Bishop  Moore.  He  was  then  over  seventy 
years  of  age,  and  had  been  leading  a  noiseless  course  of  usefulness  as  assist- 
ant minister  of  Trinity  parish  for  twenty-seven  years. ^     He  retired,  how- 

1  Rev.  Abraham  Beaeh,  D.  D.  (born  1740,  died  1728),  was  the  son  of  Captain  Elnathan 
Beach,  of  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  whose  second  wife,  the  mother  of  the  great  divine,  was  the 
sister  of  General  David  Wooster,  who  fell  while  ojjposing  the  British  at  the  burning  of  Dan  bury. 
(See  page  160,  Vol.  II.)     Rev.  Dr.  Beach  married  Ann,  daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  Evert  Van 
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ever,  from  the  pulpit  in  1813.  He  was  an  elegant  scholar,  and  "  one  of  the 
excellent  of  the  earth."  Elected  a  Regent  of  the  University  of  New- 
York  in  1784,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  was 
named  in  the  charter  of  Columbia  College  in  1787  as  one  of  its  trustees; 
for  many  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  board.  During  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  busy  life  in  New  York  he  was  the  rector  of  Christ's  Church 
in  New  Brunswick. 

All  that  was  romantic  in  scenery  and  prepossessing  in  cultivated  grounds 
immediately  above  Canal  Street  was  quickly  doomed.  The  city  was  on 
the  march,  and  every  form  of  hill  and  dale  and  pleasant  valley  must  be 
sacrificed.  From  the  Bayard  mansion,  on  the  summit  of  the  high  point 
of  land  between  Grand  Street  and  Broome,  the  views — just  before  the 
edifice  was  built  downward,  so  to  speak  —  embraced  a  curious  variety  of 
suggestive  scenes.  The  valley  of  Canal  Street  at  its  foot  had  been  trans- 
formed into  a  busy  thoroughfare,  no  longer  presenting  a  pastoral  picture 
with  streams  of  water  flowing  through  it  into  both  rivers,  that  on  the 
east  finding  its  way  through  the  low  lands  along  the  line  of  Eoosevelt 
Street ;  and  over  the  roofs  and  foliage  of  the  new  street  the  City  Hos- 
pital could  be  seen,  and  then  the  city  itself  in  outline,  its  smoke  and 
spires  reaching  into  the  sky ;  to  the  southwest  the  handsome  country- 
seat  of  Leonard  Lispenard  was  plainly  visible,  crowning  a  beautiful  emi- 
nence near  St.  John's  Church ;  to  the  north  of  west  appeared,  above  the 
intervening  fields  and  glens,  the  green  woods  which  surrounded  Rich- 
mond Hill ;  to  the  north  and  northeast  a  half-dozen  villas,  including 
those  of  the  Stuyvesants,  met  the  eye  in  peculiar  fellowship  with  inter- 
mediate dwellings  of  every  description  scattered  along  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Bowery  road ;  while  in  the  distance  the  Hudson  and  East  Rivers, 
the  magnificent  bay,  and  the  shores  and  heights  beyond,  completed  as  fair 
a  prospect  as  could  be  found  on  either  continent. 

The  enemy,  with  its  armor  of  pickaxes,  stood  back  appalled  at  the 
strong,  firm,  bold  front  which  the  Bayard  Hill  presented.  It  seemed  in- 
vincible. But  the  assault  was  finally  made,  the  citadel  yielded,  and  the 
inhabitants  fled.  As  for  the  real-estate  owners,  they  were  solaced  by  the 
rise  of  property.     Fortunes  grew  while  dwellings,  stables,  flower-gardens. 

Winkle,  one  of  the  original  Dutch  settlers  on  the  Raritan,  near  New  Brunswick.  Their 
eldest  daughter  married  Rev.  Elijah  D.  Eattoone,  D.  D.  ;  another  daughter  was  the  wife  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Lyell,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Christ's  Church,  New  York  ;  a  third  daughter  married 
Rev.  Abiel  Carter,  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Savannah  ;  and  a  fourth  daughter 
married  Isaac  Lawrence  of  New  York,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  author  and  jurist,  William 
Beach  Lawrence,  and  of  the  wife  of  James  A.  Hillhouse,  of  New  Haven.  —  Sprague's  Annals 
of  the  American  Pulpit  ;  Dr.  Berrian's  History  of  Trinity  Church  ;  Disosivay's  Earliest 
Churches  of  New  York  ;  Greenleafs  History  of  the  Churches. 
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fruit-orchards,  grassy  lawns,  suinmer-houses,  lovers'  walks,  aud  linely 
shaded  private  avenues  tumbled  promiscuously  into  the  mass  of  worth- 
less ruins  —  and  posterity  was  enriched.  The  humorous  etching  of  John 
P.  Emmet,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  showing 
the  condition  of  Bayard's  house  during  the  jubilee  of  destruction,  which 
he  designates  as  "  corporation  improvements,"  will  be  regarded  with  a 
smile  of  credulity,  and  a  twinge  of  painful  reminiscence,  by  all  those  who 
have  witnessed  the  demolition  of  their  earthy  idols,  "  with  the  approba- 
tion and  permission  of  the 
mayor,   aldermen,   and    com- 


monalty in 
common  coun- 
cil convened." 
The  sketch  was 
made  from  near 
the  corner  of 
White  Street 
and  Broadw\ay, 
looking  toward 
Canal  Street, 
and,  however 
exaggerated,  is 

a  clever  illustration  of  the  confusion  of  affairs  consequent  upon  removing 
eminences  in  the  herculean  endeavor  to  perfect  the  site  of  a  great  city 
like  the  New  York  of  to-day. 

The  city  records  afford  picturesque  glimpses  of  the  details  of  the  labor. 
Streets  were  pushed  through  a  block  or  two  in  length  one  year  and 
allowed  to  rest  the  next.  Springs  and  rivulets  impeded  progress  and 
were  finally  choked  into  subordination  to  the  laws,  and  buried  without 
ceremony.  Litigations  arose  involving  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citi- 
zens, and  questioning  the  vast  extent  and  complexity  of  powers  assumed 
by  the  corporation.     The  investigation  of  land-titles  was  troublesome,  and 
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stchini;  by  John   1'.  Eiiiiiici  \  copied  ilirouL;h  tlie  courtejy  of  liis  son, 
Ur.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet.] 
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the  settlement  and  collection  of  assessments  upon  individual  property 
attended  with  an  incalculable  amount  of  hinderance  and  vexation. 

The  entrance-gate  to  the  Bayard  country-seat  was  on  the  Bowery  road, 
and  the  location  of  the  private  avenue  called  Bayard's  Lane  was  nearly 
on  the  line  of  Broome  Street,  until  torn  away  by  the  cartmen.  The  prop- 
erty had  been  very  much  cut  up  by  military  works  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. From  it,  also,  in  anticipation  of  the  great  future  for  real  estate,  lots 
had  been  sold  fronting  on  Broadway,  and  some  few  buildings  erected, 
although  chiefly  of  an  inferior  class — so  long  as  the  discordant  action  relat- 
ing to  the  digging  of  the  ditch  in  Canal  Street  continued.  Poplar-trees  were 
planted  in  1809  along  the  line  of  Broadway  between  Spring  Street  and 
Art  Street,  now  Astor  Place.  The  other  farm  of  Nicholas  Bayard,  known 
as  the  West  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  or  more  acres,  and  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Amity  Lane  and  the  Herring  farm,  on  the  east  by  Broadway, 
on  the  south  by  the  line  of  Prince  Street,  and  on  the  west  by  what  was  the 
Henry  and  Elias  Brevoort  farm  prior  to  1755,  extended  irregularly  south- 
west to  McDougall  Street.  Having  been  mortgaged,  and  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  trustees,  it  was  laid  out  into  lots  and  streets,  and  sold  in  parcels. 
Another  farm  belonging  to  one  of  the  Brevoort  family  extended  from 
Tenth  Street  to  Fourteenth,  and  from  the  Bowery  on  the  east  to  a  part  of 
the  old  estate  of  Sir  Peter  Warren  on  the  west. 

The  property  of  this  English  nobleman  of  the  former  century.  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  embraced  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  ninety-one 
of  which  rested  upon  the  line  of  Christopher  Street  on  the  south,  and  that 
of  Ganesvoort  Street  on  the  north,  bounded  by  the  old  Greenwich  road 
on  the  east.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Stephen  De  Lancey  and  grand- 
daughter of  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  the  first  lord  of  the  Van  Cortlandt 
manor,  who  had  great  possessions.  The  estate  became  vested  in  Piich- 
ard  Amos,  John  Ireland,  and  Abijah  Hammond,  chiefly  under  Lord 
Willougliby,  who  married  Sir  Peter  Warren's  daughter.^ 

The  commissioners,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Simeon  De  Witt,  and  John 
Rutherford,  in  their  task  of  laying  out  the  whole  island  of  Manhattan  to 
Kingsbridge  into  streets  and  avenues,  under  the  act  of  1807,  encountered 
the  most  novel  and  unexpected  difficulties.  Numerous  farmers  and 
mechanics  of  small  means  had  purchased  plots  of  land  in  various  places, 
laid  out  and  cultivated  gardens,  and  erected  comfortable  dwellings. 
When  they  discovered  that  the  city  was  about  to  run  streets  wherever 
it  pleased,  regardless  of  individual  proprietorship,  and  that  their  houses 

1  See  diagram  in  the  Appendix  to  iWurrmj  Hoffman's  Treatise  upon  the  Estate  and  Rights 
of  tJie  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  III.  For  sketch  of  Sir  Peter  Warren's 
mansion  overlooking  the  Hudson,  see  Vol.  I.  p.  588. 
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and  lots  were  in  danger  of  being  invaded  and  cut  in  two,  or  swept  off  the 
face  of  the  earth  altogether,  they  esteemed  themselves  wronged  and  out- 
raged. At  the  approach  of  engineers,  with  their  measuring  instruments, 
maps,  and  chain-bearers,  dogs  were  brought  into  service,  and  whole  fami- 
lies sometimes  united  in  driving  them 
out  of  their  lots,  as  if  they  were  com- 
mon vagrants.  On  one  occasion,  while 
drawing  the  line  of  an  avenue  directly 
through  the  kitchen  of  an  estimable 
old  woman,  who  had  sold  vegetables 
.for  a  living  upwards  of  twenty  years, 
,they  were  pelted  with  cabbages  and 
artichokes  until  they  were  compelled 
to  retreat  in  the  exact  reverse  of  good 
order.  They  adopted  the  method  of 
parallel  streets  across  the  island,  num- 
bering towards  the  north  from  Hous- 
ton Street,  at  which  point  their  special 
labors  began.  The  streets  were  inter- 
sected with  avenues  one  hundred  feet 
wide,  extending  to  the  extreme  north- 
ern limit  of  the  island,  twelve  of  which 
numbered  eastward  from  First  Avenue, 
tlie  remainder  to  the  east  being  desig- 
nated by  the  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
A,  B,  C,  and  D.  In  their  report,  under 
date  of  March  22,  1811,  the  commis- 
sioners explained  why  they  had  set 
apart  space  for  an  immense  reser- 
voir, believing  the  city  must  sooner  or 
later  be  supplied  with  water  from  the 
country  above  the  Harlem  Eiver ;  and 
they  half  apologized  for  having  pro- 
vided for  a  greater  population  than 
was  collected  at  any  spot  this  side  of 
China,  while  they  did  not  presume 
"  the  grounds  north  of  Harlem  Flats 
would  be  covered  with  houses  for  cen- 
turies to  come."  The  avenues  were 
arranged  to  extend  south  as  far  as  the  boundary  marked  out  by  the  statute 
with  the  exception  of  Fourth  Avenue,  which  was  lost  in  Union  Square 


Diagram. 

[Showing  condition  of  a  part  of  Broadway  i 
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at  Fifteenth  Street.  The  commissioners  were  perjilexed  at  this  place. 
The  Bowery  road  curved  somewhat  in  passing  through  the  present  site  of 
Union  Square,  and  from  about  Sixteenth  Street  pursued  a  straight  course 
towards  Bloomingdale.  The  meeting  of  so  many  large  roads  at  one  point 
naturally  involved  considerable  space  for  security  and  convenience.  Broad- 
way had  been  opened  in  an  undeviating  straight  line  from  the  Battery  to 
Tenth  Street,  from  which  point  a  slight  divergence  westward  was  per- 
ceptible ;  and  it  seemed  desirable  to  continue  this  great  central  thorough- 
fare along  the  line  of  the  Bloomingdale  road.  By  straightening  Fourth 
Avenue  into  the  Bowery  road,  a  narrow,  irregular,  shapeless  tract  of  land 
was  left  open.  If  the  cross-streets  should  be  laid  through  it,  as  else- 
where, it  would  be  cut  into  morsels  and  rendered  valueless.  Owners  of 
property  in  the  vicinity  differed  widely  in  their  wishes  and  opinions 
concerning  it.  While  attempting  to  regulate  Broadway  in  1806  it  was 
found  necessary  to  call  in  assessors  to  settle  claims  for  damages.  Some 
time  nmst  elapse  before  any  of  the  contemplated  cross-streets  could  be 
opened,  in  tiny  event;  thus  the  troublesome  subject  was  allowed  to  rest. 
In  1815  an  act  was  passed  appointing  Union  Place,  as  it  was  called, 
which  was  occasionally  used  as  a  Potters'  Field,  for  public  purposes. 
But  its  only  ornamentation  for  the  following  ten  years  was  a  miserable 
group  of  shanties.  It  was  as  late  as  1832  before  the  city  corporation 
resolved  to  have  it  enlarged  and  regulated ;  and  not  before  1845,  after 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars  had  been  expended  upon  it, 
were  the  elegant  mansions  projected  which  in  the  course  of  events  re- 
ceived an  influx  of  fashionable  residents,  rendering  this  charming  square 
for  more  than  a  decade  the  Court  end  of  the  city. 

The  farm  of  Henry  Spingler,  some  twenty-two  acres,  extended  along 
the  west  side  of  the  Bowery  road  from  Fourteenth  Street  to  Sixteenth. 
He  had  purchased  it  in  1788  from  the  executors  of  John  Smith  for  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  it  having  been  originally  a  part  of  the 
large  estate  of  Elias  Brevoort,  purchased  by  Smith  twenty-six  years  be- 
fore. The  Brevoorts  divided  up  and  sold  other  portions  of  their  landed 
property  both  above  and  below,  and  a  succession  of  suburban  residences 
were  established  in  the  vicinity  —  many  of  which,  however,  were  removed 
in  consequence  of  the  line  of  Fourth  Avenue  cutting  diagonally  through 
them.  The  mansion  of  Henry  Brevoort  fronted  the  Bowery  road,  and, 
according  to  the  plan  of  the  commissioners.  Eleventh  Street  would  occupy 
the  same  site.  He  resisted  the  opening  of  the  street  with  such  determina- 
tion and  effect  that  although  ordinances  were  passed  in  1836  and  in  1849, 
they  were  rescinded.  To  this  day  the  block  remains  undisturbed.  Eleventh 
Street  having  no  passage-way  between  Broadway  and  Fourth  Avenue. 
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Tlie  homestead  property  of  Henry  Brevoort  extended  back  from  his  house 
to  a  point  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  Avenues. 

Adjoining  the  Brevoort  farm  was  tlie  notable  estate  of  Andrew  Elliott, 
son  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Clerk  of  Scotland,  who  was 
receiver-general  of  the  province  of  New^  York  under  the  Crown.  This 
also  fronted  the  Bowery  road,  and  the  handsome  mansion  he  erected 
before  the  Revolution  stood  back  so  far  that  Broadway,  when  cut  through, 
clipped  its  rear  porch.  It  was  the  property  and  residence  of  Baron  Poel- 
nitz  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
who  sold  it  in  1790  to  Robert  Richard  Randall.  The  latter  resided  here 
until  his  death.  By  his  will,  made  in  1801,  he  established  one  of  the  most 
munificent  charities  in  the  country  for  the  support  of  aged,  infirm,  and  worn- 
out  seamen,  chiefly  on  the  basis  of  this  estate  ;  he  directed  the  erection  of 
an  edifice  to  be  called  the  "  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,"  by  which  name  the 
property  was  known  for  many  years.  The  buildings,  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons,  were  erected  on  the  north  shore  of  Staten  Island  in  1833. 

The  junction  of  the  Bloomingdale  road  with  the  Old  Boston  Road,  at 
what  is  now  Madison  Square,  left  another  piece  of  corporation  land  in  a 
deformed  and  unsightly  condition.  It  had  been  used  in  early  times  as  a 
Potters'  Field,  but  in  1806  the  city  ceded  it  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment for  the  erection  of  an  arsenal,  and  it  was  thus  occupied  until  1823, 
when  an  institution  of  which  we  shall  speak  more  at  length  hereafter 
was  founded  upon  its  site. 

Notwithstanding  the  election  combinations  and  conflicts  of  the  period, 
comparatively  few  changes  occurred  from  year  to  year  among  the  alder- 
men of  the  city.  Men  of  ability  and  position  were  required  for  the 
management  of  municipal  affairs,  those  who  commanded  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community  at  large.  Each  alderman  looked  after  the 
interests  of  his  ward,  and  gave  personal  attention  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws  within  its  limits.  Indeed,  an  alderman  was  then  really  and  truly  a 
guardian  of  the  city.  And  no  graver  responsibility  ever  devolved  upon 
a  corporate  body  of  citizens  than  that  of  providing  for  the  prosperous 
future  of  New  York  while  yet  its  site  was  largely  but  a  picturesque  and 
diversified  landscape.  During  the  early  years  of  the  century  such  names 
appear  on  the  lists  of  "  City  Fathers  "  as  Robert  Lenox,  Mangle  ]\Iin- 
thorne,  Jacob  Le  Roy,  Stephen  Ludlow,  Henry  Brevoort,  George  Janeway, 
Wynant  Van  Zandt,  Robert  Bogardus,  Samuel  Torbet,  Jacob  Mott, 
Samuel  Kip,  John  Slidell,  Benjamin  Haight,  Jasper  Ward,  Joseph  Wat- 
kins,  John  Hopper,  and  Simon  Van  Antwerp.  Many  of  the  aldermen 
served  from  six  to  a  dozen  years  in  succession ;  as,  for  instance,  Peter 
Mesier  from  1807  to  1818 ;  xA.uoustus  H.  Lawrence  from  1809  to  1816  ; 
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Eiisha  W.  King  from  181U  to  1815,  and  again  from  1818  to  1824 ; 
Samuel  Jones  from  1809  to  1817 ;  Eeuben  Munson  from  1813  to  1823  ; 
and  Colonel  Nicholas  Fish  from  1806  to  1817. 

The  death  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Broome  in  1810  necessitated  the 
choice  of  a  successor,  and  De  Witt  Clinton  consented  to  accept  the  nomi- 
nation. This  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  those  who  had  not  supposed  he 
was  willing  to  admit  himself  to  be  of  less  political  consequence  than 
Tompkins,  the  governor ;  and  Clinton  was,  moreover,  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  deriving  emoluments  equal  to  fourteen  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
A  section  of  the  Kepublican  party,  called  "  the  Martling  Men,"  afterwards 
the  "  Tammany  party,"  from  their  place  of  rendezvous  in  "  Martling's 
Long  Koom,"  Tammany  Hall,  opposite  City  Hall  Park,  met  immediately 
upon  hearing  of  De  Witt  Clinton's  nomination,  determined  upon  his 
defeat,  and,  after  passing  resolutions,  witli  a  preamble  to  the  effect  that 
they  believed  Mr.  Clinton  was  cherishing  interests  distinct  and  separate 
from  the  general  interests  of  the  Republican  party,  and  bent  "  upon  estab- 
lishing in  his  person  a  pernicious  family  aristocracy,"  they  nominated 
Colonel  Marinus  Willett  for  lieutenant-governor,  and  appointed  Dr. 
Mitchill,  Matthew  L.  Davis,  John  Ferguson,  Teunis  Wortman,  and  others, 
a  committee  to  promote  his  election.  Mangle  Minthorne,  the  father-in- 
law  of  the  governor,  presided  at  this  meeting.  The  Federalists  nominated 
and  supported  Colonel  Nicholas  Fish  as  their  candidate  for  lieutenant- 
governor. 

The  election  occurred  in  April ;  and  such  was  the  disposition  of  Clin- 
ton's opponents  in  the  city,  and  the  popularity  of  Colonel  Fish, 
that  while  Clinton  received  but  five  hundred  and  ninety  votes, 
and  Willett  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  Fish  actually  received  two 
thousand  and  forty-four.  But  despite  the  vigorous  eftbrts  of  many  gentle- 
men of  great  influence  and  weight  of  character  to  detach  from  Clinton 
the  support  of  his  party,  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
Republicans  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  general  confidence  his 
talents  and  integrity  had  hitherto  inspired,  prevented  any  serious  results, 
and  he  was  elected.  He  filled  the  position  of  lieutenant-governor  of 
New  York  until  1813,  during  which  time  he  was  the  peace  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  receiving  eighty-nine  electoral  votes 
in  opposition  to  Madison. 

Colonel  Nicholas  Fish  was  the  Revolutionary  officer  who  has  been 
frequently  mentioned  heretofore  ;  he  was  in  the  confidence  of  Washington, 
and  regarded  as  an  excellent  disciplinarian.  In  1797  he  became  president 
of  the  New  York  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  He  was  a  New-Yorker  by 
birth,  and  a  lawyer  by  profession  ;  also  one  of  the  most  active  members  of 
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several  of  the  early  religious  literary  and  benevolent  institutions  of  the 
city.  He  was  at  this  time  about  fifty-three  years  of  age,  a  representative 
citizen,  of  elegant  scholarship,  refinement,  and  good  breeding.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  .Stuyvesant,  the  great-great-granddaughter  of  Governor 
Stuyvesant,  and  a  descendant  through  her  mother,  Margaret  Livingston, 
of  the  first  lord  of  Livingston  manor.  Peter  Gerard  Stuyvesant,  after- 
wards president  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  I^icholas  William  Stuy- 
vesant were  her  brothers  ;  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Winthrop  and  Mrs.  Dirck 

Ten  Broeck  were 
her  sisters.  The 
lawyer  and  states- 
man, Hon.  Hamil- 
ton Fish,  who  was 
governor  of  New 
York  in  1850,  and 
Secretary  of  State 
during  the  eight 
years'  administra- 
tion of  President 
Grant,  was  the  son 
oi'  Colonel  Nicho- 
his  and  Elizabeth 
Stuyvesant  Eish, 
liorn  in  New  York 
( 'ity  in  1809. 

The  city  was 
visited  by  a  terri- 
l)le  conflagration  in 
May,  1811,  a  fire 
l)reaking  out  in 
Chatham  Street, 
near  Duaue,  one 
Colonel  Nicholas  Fish.  Sunday    momiug, 

which  consumed  between  eighty  and  one  hundred  good  buildings.  The 
firemen  were  baffled  by  the  wind  in  their  exertions  to  check  the  flames, 
and  the  scene  became  very  exciting  and  impressive.  The  Brick  Church 
was  in  danger,  its  spire  being  lighted  by  the  flying  embers ;  and  all  eyes 
were  turned  in  that  direction.  Presently  a  sailor  appeared  on  the  roof 
of  the  edifice  and  climbed  up  the  steeple  hand  over  hand,  clinging  only  to 
the  rusty,  slender  iron  of  the  lightning-rod.  The  perilous  ascent  was 
watched  with  breathless  anxiety  bv  the  vast  multitude  collected  in  the 
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vicinity.  He  must  hold  on,  or  fall  and  perish.  If  he  should  succeed  in 
reaching  the  part  of  the  steeple  that  was  blazing,  what  could  he  do  ? 
How,  unaided,  extinguish  the  fire  ?  Neither  hose  nor  bucket  could  be 
sent  to  his  assistance.  The  crisis  came  swiftly,  and  a  prolonged  shout 
rent  the  air  as  the  brave  man,  firmly  grasping  the  lightning-rod  with  one 
hand,  caught  his  hat  from  his  head  in  the  other  and  with  it  literally  beat 
out  the  flames'  with  strong,  quick,  nervous,  incessant  blows.  When  his 
work  was  accomplished  he  slowly  and  safely  descended  to  the  ground, 
and  quickly  disappeared  in  the  crowd.  A  reward  was  offered  for  the 
hero  who  performed  the  noble,  daring,  and  generous  act,  but  he  never 
came  forward  to  claim  it.  The  cupola  of  the  old  jail,  which  stood  on  the 
spot  now  occupied  by  the  Hall  of  Eecords,  also  took  fire,  but  the  building 
was  saved  through  the  exertions  of  one  of  the  prisoners. 

In  the  midst  of  the  desolation  caused  by  the  burning  of  so  much  prop- 
erty, public  attention  was  divided  between  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners concerning  the  internal  navigation  of  New  York  and 
the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  inquire  who 
first  conceived  the  prodigious  idea  of  connecting  Lake  Erie  with  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Nor  would  the  original  thought,  if  traced  to  its  native 
brain,  reflect  special  credit  upon  the  individual  proprietor,  unless  he  did 
something  towards  the  execution  of  the  project.  Many  intelligent  and 
scientific  New  York  men  had  opportunities  for  acquiring  all  the  knowl- 
edge connected  with  the  matter,  and  the  notion  was  undoubtedly  com- 
mon to  hundreds  at  the  same  time.  The  embargo  and  consequent 
prostration  of  commerce,  together  with  the  substitution  of  non-inter- 
course, and  the  general  belief  that  the  country  was  rapidly  drifting  into 
another  war  with  its  ancient  enemy,  created  an  intense  desire  for  the  open- 
ing of  a  direct  route  of  communication  between  the  tide-waters  of  the 
Hudson  Eiver  and  the  western  lakes. 

Experiments  had  been  tried  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Mohawk 
with  small  canals  and  lockage  some  time  before  the  close  of  the  last 
century.  Christopher  Colles  was  several  times  before  the  Legislature 
with  enterprises  for  the  public  good,  all  of  which  were  thought  too  mighty 
for  the  public  resources  ;  ^  he  received  some  encouragement,  however,  in 
relation  to  connecting  the  Mohawk  with  Lake  Ontario.     General  Philip 

1  Christopher  Colles,  the  philosopher,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1738,  and  died  in  New  York  in 
1821.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  and  was  educated  by  the  Bishop  of  Ossory,  upon 
whose  death  in  1765  he  left  Ireland  for  America.  In  1773  he  delivered  a  series  of  lectures  in 
New  York  upon  inland  lock  navigation,  and  in  1774  he  proposed  to  build  a  reservoir  for  New 
York  City.  He  surveyed  the  country  of  the  Mohawk  prior  to  1785,  and  ])ublished  a  book  on 
roads  through  New  York  ;  he  also  subsequently  published  a  pamphlet  on  inland  navigable 
communications.     He  was  one  of  the  eminently  useful  men  of  his  day  and  generation. 
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Schuyler  was  one  of  the  most  efficient  promoters  of  the  important  meas- 
ure, which  developed  finally  into  the  great  canal  system  of  New  York.^ 
He  studied  out  a  plan  of  locks  to  overcome  the  descent  in  the  Mohawk  at 
Little  Falls,  and  as  the  success  of  the  project  would  depend  largely  upon 
the  favor  with  which  it  was  received  by  the  Dutch  settlers,  he  visited  the 
region  and,  calling  a  meeting  at  a  country  tavern,  unfolded  his  views. 
His  audience  listened  attentively.  The  astute  Dutchmen  perceived  the 
advantages,  and  were  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  the  Mohawk's  bearing 
the  commerce  of  the  State  past  their  own  doors,  but  they  did  not  under- 
stand how  the  boats  could  ascend  the  Little  Falls.  The  general  explained 
the  principle  of  locks  in  vain.  They  shook  their  heads  and  shrugged 
their  shoulders.  They  liked  the  general,  and  would  take  his  word  for 
almost  anything,  but  they  could  not  be  made  to  believe  that  water  would 
run  lip  hill.  The  unsatisfactory  meeting  was  finally  adjourned,  the  Dutch- 
men going  to  their  beds,  and  the  general  retiring  to  worry  over  his  failure. 
All  at  once  he  arose,  and  lighting  his  candle,  took  a  knife  and  a  few 
shingles  and  went  into  the  yard,  where  he  dug  a  miniature  canal  of  two 
different  levels  and  connected  them  by  a  lock  of  shingles.  Then  provid- 
ing liimself  with  a  pail  of  water  he  summoned  the  Dutchmen  from  their 
beds,  and  pouring  the  water  into  the  ditch,  locked  a  chip  through  from 
the  lower  to  the  upper  level.  "  Veil !  veil  I  General ! "  the  Dutchmen 
cried,  "  now  ve  understands,  and  ve  all  goes  mit  you  and  the  canal ! " 

The  works  at  Little  Falls— a  canal  about  two  and  three  fourths  miles 
in  length,  with  five  locks  —  were  completed  in  1796.  Governor  George 
Clinton  had  recommended  to  the  Legislature  in  1791  the  policy  of  "  tak- 
ing measures  to  facilitate  the  means  of  communication  with  the  frontier 
settlements  " ;  and  during  the  same  session  an  act  was  passed  by  which 
commissioners  were  directed  to  survey  the  section  between  the  Hudson 
Eiver  and  Wood  Creek,  and  to  report  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
making  canals  between  the  two  points.  During  the  same  year  Elkanah 
Watson  journeyed  through  the  State  and  published  essays  which  influ- 
enced public  opinion  greatly  in  favor  of  canals.  In  1792  an  inland  navi- 
gation company  was  incorporated,  the  act  being  draughted  by  General 
Schuyler,  who  was  chosen  its  first  president.  Thomas  Eddy,  the  philan- 
thropist, Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  Barent  Bleecker,  Elkanah  Watson, 
and  Robert  Bowne  were  among  its  most  active  and  important  members. 
So  herculean  a  task  did  it  appear  to  build  a  canal  of  a  few  miles  in 
length,  that  the  company  was  allowed  fifteen  years  to  accomplish  its 
objects.     But,  succeeding  in  the  enterprise  at  Little  Falls,  it  soon  con- 

1  Memoir  by  Cadwallader  D.  Colden  ;  Randall's  History  of  New  York  State;  Eastmans 
History  of  New  York;  Letter  from  GeneralJohn  Cochrane  to  thf  (ndhor. 
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structed  a  canal  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length  at  the  German  Flats, 
and  completed  a  canal  connecting  the  Mohawk  with  Wood  Creek  in  1797 
—  in  all  less  than  seven  miles.  Some  years  afterwards  its  improvements 
had  so  far  progressed  that  a  boat  might  pass  from  Schenectady  into  the 
Oneida  Lake ;  but  the  great  expenditure  necessitated  heavy  tolls,  and 
these  canals  were  little  used.  Land  carriage  and  the  natural  rivers  were 
generally  preferred. 

Prior  to  1800  no  definite  idea  of  a  e.uuil  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson 
appears  to  have  existed.  The  company  above  mentioned  only  aimed  to 
improve  the  natural  water-courses.  In  the  summer  of  1800  Gouverneur 
Morris  visited  some  property  of  his  own  and  some  that  had  been  confided 
to  his  care  by  others  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  State,  and  extended 
his  journey  to  Montreal,  thence  down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake  Ontario, 
and  by  land  to  Lake  Erie.  He  wrote  to  John  Parish  in  January,  1801 : 
"hundreds  of  large  ships  will,  at  no  distant  period,  bound  on  the  billows 
of  these  inland  seas.  The  proudest  empire  in  Europe  is  but  a  bawble 
compared  to  what  America  will  be,  must  be,  in  the  course  of  two  cen- 
turies ;  perhaps  of  one !  One  tenth  of  the  expense  borne  by  Britain 
in  the  last  campaign  would  enable  ships  to '  sail  from  London  through 
the  Hudson  Ptiver  into  Lake  Erie.  As  yet,  my  friend,  we  only  crawl 
along  the  outer  shell  of  our  country."  To  Henry  Lee  he  wrote  before 
the  end  of  the  same  month  upon  the  subject  of  making  "a  conquest 
of  the  finest  country  on  the  earth"  through  commodious  internal  naviga- 
tion, similar  in  character  but  on  a  nnich  more  extended  plan  than  that 
which  he  said  had  been  "  feebly  and  faintly  attempted  by  a  private  com- 
pany between  the  Mohawk  and  Lake  Ontario." 

The  remarkable  topography  of  New  York  became  a  favorite  topic  of 
conversation,  and  the  practicability  of  the  canal  a  fixed  fact  in  the  minds 
of  many  influential  citizens  as  the  years  rolled  on.  Gouverneur  Morris, 
Jesse  Hawley,  and  James  Geddes  of  Onondaga  wrote  frequently  upon  the 
subject  for  the  press.  In  1810  James  Geddes  reported  to  the  surveyor- 
general,  Simeon  De  Witt,  the  result  of  a  survey  made  by  liiraself,  wliich 
was  communicated  to  the  Legislature.  Jonas  Piatt  at  once  proposed  a 
resolution,  which  was  promptly  supported  by  De  Witt  Clinton  and  unani- 
mously adopted,  appointing  Gouverneur  Morris,  Stephen  Van  Eens- 
selaer,  William  North,  Thomas  Eddy,  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  commissioners 
"to  explore  the  whole  route  for  inland  navigation,  from  the  Hudson 
Eiver  to  Lake  Ontario,  and  to  Lake  Erie."  This  was  accomplished  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  autumn  of  the  same  year. 

Their  report,  drawn  up  by  Morris,  who  acted  as  ])resident  of  the  board, 
and  signed  by  each  of  the  commissioners,  was  published  in  the  spring  of 
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1811.  De  Witt  Clinton  immediately  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  passed  into  a  law  April  8,  1811,  investing  the  commission- 
ers with  "  power  to  manage  all  matters  relating  to  the  navigation  between 
the  Hudson  and  the  Lakes."  This  law,  the  first  passed  on  the  subject  of 
the  great  canals,  added  Chancellor  Livingston  and  Robert  Fulton  to  the 
board  of  commissioners.  It  was  authorized  to  apply  to  other  States  and 
to  Congress  for  co-operation  and  aid ;  to  ascertain  if  loans  could  be  pro- 
cured to  the  extent  of  five  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  to  treat  with  the  Inland 
Lock  Navigation  Companies  for  a  surrender  of  their  rights  and  interests. 
The  Legislature  was  induced  to  give  the  commissioners  power  to  ap- 
ply to  Congress,  because  reliance  was  placed  on  the  seeming  promise 
of  President  Jefferson  in  his  message  of  1807,  and  on  the  report  of 
Secretary  Gallatin,  who,  although  not  having  mentioned  the  Erie  Canal, 
was  supposed  to  be  w^armly  in  favor  of  enterprises  of  this  nature ;  Gou- 
verneur  Morris  and  De  Witt  Clinton  jDroceeded  to  Washington  in  order 
to  promote  by  their  presence  the  success  of  the  application  to  the  gen- 
eral government.  But  while  the  project  was  thought  no  less  interesting 
to  the  nation  than  to  the  State  in  which  it  was  to  be  executed,  it  met 
with  little  favor.  It  was  not  absolutely  rejected.  But  the  answer 
received  was,  that  nothing  could  be  done  for  New  York  that  was  not 
done  for  the  other  States  ;  thus  the  matter  was  left  for  future  action. 
Evidently  Congress  had  the  power  to  afford  assistance,  if  it  was  its 
pleasure  to  do  so ;  and  the  disappointment  was  severe  when,  in  1817, 
President  Madison  conceived  that  "  the  Constitution  would  not  permit 
an  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the  national  funds  or  means  to  these 
purposes." 

This  disappointment  was  the  greater  since  no  objection  was  made  by 
the  President  to  acts  of  Congress  appropriating  very  large  sums  for  roads 
in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  elsewhere.  It  was  not  well 
understood  how  the  Constitution  could  allow  an  appropriation  for  roads 
and  not  permit  a  water  highway. 

New  York  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  in  the  end  to  complete  her 
canals  without  any  extraneous  aid.  The  other  States  sent  their  best 
wishes  — not  one  of  them  a  dollar.  "Happily  for  us,"  wrote  Colden, 
"  the  objection  of  the  executive  prevailed  so  long  as  the  State  of  New 
York  needed  the  aid  of  the  general  government ;  and,  most  happily  for 
every  other  State  in  the  Union,  these  scruples  have  since  entirely  sub- 
sided, and  we  are  gratified  that  in  similar  enterprises  they  will  not  only 
be  aided  by  funds  from  the  National  Treasury,  but  will  have  the  assist- 
ance of  the  distinguished  foreigners  and  natives  who  are  employed  in  the 
engineering  departments  of  the  general  government." 
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When  the  Erie  Canal  was  completed,  as  Golden  said,  "  without  the 
interference  of  Congress,"  a  polite  petition  from  New  York  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  enjoying  it  in  the  same  manner  was  not  out  of  place.  Con- 
gress was  requested  "  not  to  sanction  any  such  pretension  as  of  late 
made  by  some  of  its  revenue  officers,  that  our  canal-boats,  traversing  our 
hills  and  valleys  in  an  artificial  channel  made  by  ourselves,  entirely 
within  our  own  territory,  liundreds  of  miles  from  the  sea,  and  six  or  seven 
hundred  feet  above  its  level,  were  engaged  in  tlie  coasting  trade  of  the 
United  States  —  and  that  they  must,  therefore,  take  custom-house 
licenses,  and  pay  a  tax  to  the  general  government." 

But  from  the  time  of  these  movements  in  1811  until  the  conclusion 
of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain,  little  appears  to  have  been  done 
towards  carrying  into  effect  the  scheme  which  the  new  law  made  practi- 
cable. The  State  was  obliged  to  employ  its  funds  on  objects  properly 
belonging  to  the  general  government ;  and  the  commissioners  met  with 
great  opposition  from  those  who  would  not  believe  that  the  hand  of  man 
could  effect  such  a  stupendous  work. 

Dr.  Hugh  Williamson  published  a  series  of  newspaper  articles  on 
canal  navigation,  and  an  essay  entitled  Ohsenmtions  on  Navigable  Canals ; 
also,  Observations  on  the  Mecuis  of  preserviny  the  Commerce  of  New  York. 
His  writings  were  argumentative,  possessing  an  element  of  power  that 
converted  multitudes.  He  was  an  enthusiast,  and  proved  a  most  able 
and  effective  advocate  of  the  canal  policy.  Being  a  resident  of  the  city, 
he  was  in  intimate  association  with  the  magnates  of  the  period ;  he  was 
also  connected  with  many  of  the  medical,  literary,  and  philanthropic  in- 
stitutions of  New  York,  contributing  generously  to  her  material  interests. 
His  biography  was  subsequently  written  by  Dr.  Hosack,  and  his  portrait 
was  painted  by  Trumbull. 

In  all  prominent  movements  connected  with  the  arts,  the  drama,  liter- 
ature, medicine,  city  improvements,  or  State  affairs  Dr.  Hosack  bore  a 
conspicuous  part.  For  thirty  or  more  years  he  was  a  leading  practitioner 
in  the  city,  and  distinguished  beyond  all  rivals  in  the  art  of  healing.  He 
is  universally  acknowledged,  also,  to  have  been  the  most  eloquent  and 
impressive  teacher  of  scientific  medicine  and  clinical  practice  this  country 
had  as  yet  produced.  His  manner  was  jtleasing,  and  his  descriptive 
powers  and  his  diagnosis  were  the  admiration  of  all.  His  efficiency  in  rear- 
ing the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  to  a  state  of  high  consideration 
won  for  him  the  respect  of  the  whole  Eepublic ;  and  his  early  efforts  to 
establish  a  medical  library  in  the  New  Y^ork  Hospital,  his  co-operation 
Avith  the  numerous  charities  which  glorify  the  metropolis,  his  primary 
formation    of   a   mineralogical    cabinet,  his  copious    writings  on  fevers, 
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quarantines,  and  foreign  pestilence,  his  biographical  essays,  prepared  in 
a  style  of  great  elegance,  and  his  adventurous  outlay  in  establishing  the 
Botanical  Garden  evinced  the  lofty  aspirations  which  marked  his  whole 
career  as  a  citizen.  It  was  a  frequent  remark  in  New  York  during  liis 
lifetime  that  Clinton,  Hosack,  and  Hobart  were  the  tripod  ujxm  which 
the  city  stood.     Througli   his   Ibudness   for  socii'ty  he  exercised  a  strong 


David  Hosack.  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S. 


personal  influence.  He  gave  Saturday  c\cniiig  parties,  and,  surrounded 
by  his  large  and  costly  library  and  his  works  oi'  art,  there  never  was  a 
more  genial  and  captivating  host.  (Ireat  divines,  jurists,  statesmen,  phi- 
losophers, philanthropists,  physicians,  merchants,  scholars,  authors,  artists, 
editors,  educated  men  in  any  specialty,  and  distinguished  foreigners,  were 
summoned    to    his  entertainments,  and  charmed   with  his  lilieial   h(>s})i- 
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tality.  Indeed,  his  house  was  the  resort  of  the  learned  and  enlightened 
from  every  part  of  the  world.  No  European  traveler  rested  satisfied 
without  a  personal  interview  with  Dr.  Hosack,  who  received  many  a 
deserved  compliment  in  the  foreign  journals  and  books  of  travels  ;  the 
Duke  of  Saxe-Weimer  mentions  in  his  diary  the  social  prominence  oi' 
the  Hosack  Saturday  evenings. 

Thomas  Sully,  who  was  keenly  alive  to  the  refined  pliases  of  life,  was 
anxious  to  paint  Dr.  Hosack's  portrait.  He  came  to  New  York  after 
having  passed  through  a  severe  ordeal  of  privation  and  discouragement, 
and  was  introduced  to  some  of  the  leading  characters  of  the  city  by 
Eobert  Fulton.  He  was  cordially  welcomed  by  Dr.  Hosack,  who  promptly 
consented  to  sit  for  his  picture.  Sully  had  an  extremely  dexterous  method 
of  crystallizing  better  moments,  of  fixing  happy  attitudes,  and  of  seizing 
upon  felicitous  combinations.  Tlius  we  find  the  celebrated  Botanical 
Garden  founded  by  Dr.  Hosack  deftly  introduced  into  the  background 
of  his  portrait,  with  some  of  the  volumes  he  had  produced  resting  care- 
lessly upon  the  table  by  his  side.  Tlie  value  of  the  picture  is  greatly 
enhanced  through  this  illustration  of  the  peculiar  aptitude  of  the  gifted 
artist.  The  handsome,  finely  moulded  features  of  Dr.  Hosack,  as  revealed 
upon  the  canvas,  express  singular  sweetness  of  character,  and  his  grace- 
ful costume  and  air  of  high  breeding  are  most  effectively  represented. 
Sully  did  not  at  any  time  reside  permanently  in  New  York,  but  he  was 
employed  on  various  occasions  to  delineate  celebrated  people,  as,  for  in- 
stance, in  painting  the  portrait  of  Commodore  Decatur  for  the  city.  He 
thus  became  well  known,  and  a  universal  favorite.  He  was  unassuming, 
amiable,  and  intelligent,  with  a  quick  eye  for  whatever  of  grace  was  dis- 
cernible in  the  whole  range  of  literature  and  art.  His  association  with 
such  men  as  Mayor  Clinton,  Dr.  Mitchill,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  who 
aided  materially  in  giving  immortality  to  Irish  genius  and  private  worth, 
Gouverneur  Morris,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Dr. 
Macneven,  who  in  addition  to  his  prominence  as  a  physician  and  a  sur- 
geon was  an  accomplished  scholar  and  writer,  and  Dr.  Hosack,  favored  his 
ambitious  tendencies.  No  American  artist  ever  enjoyed  more  permanent 
social  esteem  and  sympathy.  His  portraits  are  widely  scattered,  and  may 
be  found  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States.  He  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Philadelphia. 

Governor  Tompkins,  in  his  speech  to  the  Legislature  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  in   1812,  took  occasion   to   protest   in   strong  terms 
against  the  increase  of  a  paper  currency  through  the  growing  ten- 
dency to  the  multiplication  of  banks  of  issue.     But  he  made  no  mention 
whatever  of  internal  impi"ovements.     On  the  14th  of  February  commis- 
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sioners  for  the  organization  of  a  common-school  system  for  the  State  of 
New  York  made  an  elaborate  and  able  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  which  subsequently  became  a  law. 

Early  in  the  session  a  bill  was  introduced  for  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
America  in  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a  capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars ; 
four  hundred  thousand  of  which  was  to  be  paid  over  for  the  benefit  of  the 
conmiou-school  fund,  one  hundred  thousand  to  the  literature  fund  for  the 
support  of  colleges  and  academies,  one  hundred  thousand  to  the  State 
treasury  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,  provided  no  other  bank 
should  during  that  period  receive  a  charter,  one  million  to  be  loaned  to 
the  State  for  the  construction  of  canals,  and  another  million  to  farmers 
and  others  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  throughout 
the  State. 

Governor  Tompkins  was  vehemently  opposed  to  this  project.  The 
winding  up  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  failure  to  procure 
a  charter  in  Pennsylvania,  had  thrown  back  into  the  hands  of  the  stock- 
holders a  large  amount  of  uninvested  cash  capital.  It  was  plainly  to  be 
seen  at  this  juncture,  however  deluded  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia 
may  have  previously  been,  that  the  city  of  New  York,  and  not  Philadel- 
phia, was  destined  to  become  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  North 
America.  Hence  the  capitalists  and  others  interested  in  establishing  a 
gigantic  moneyed  institution  had  turned  their  eyes  towards  the  Island  of 
]\Ianhattan.  They  had  also  been  courting  the  favor  of  politicians  who 
A\i elded  power  in  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  that  their  application  for 
a  charter  might  not  be  in  vain.  De  Witt  Clinton  declared  himself 
opposed  to  the  new  bank,  but  thought  the  question  of  its  charter  ought 
not  to  be  made  a  party  test ;  whereupon  he  was  charged  fiercely  with  hav- 
ing his  eye  upon  the .  Presidency  of  the  nation,  and  with  accepting  the 
promise  of  support  from  the  friends  of  the  bank  as  the  price  of  his  neu- 
trality. His  enemies  scouted  the  whole  question  of  canals  as  visionary 
and  absurd.  A  proposed  railroad  from  the  earth  to  the  moon  could  not 
elicit  more  derision  to-day  than  the  idea  of  a  canal  from  the  Hudson 
Kiver  to  Lake  Erie  did  then  —  at  least  among  the  uusympathizing  poli- 
ticians. They  pronounced  the  canal  scheme  a  ridiculous  hobby  on 
which  Clinton  would  ride  into  power  if  possible. 

When  the  bill  passed  the  House  by  a  strong  majority,  all  the  Federalists 

and  a  part  of  the  Pepublicans  voting  for  it,  and  when  its  passage  by 

the   Senate  was  inevitable,  Governor  Tompkins    resorted  to  an 

extraordinary   power  —  conferred  indeed  upon  the  governor  by 

the  constitution  of  New  York  as  it  then  stood,  but  never  exercised  except 

in  this  single  instance.     He  prorogued  the  Legislature  for  sixty  days. 
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giving  as  a  reason  that  attempts  had  been  made  to  bribe  the  members.^ 
The  scene  upon  the  reading  of  the  governor's  message  was  one  of  con- 
fusion and  uproar,  and  for  a  few  moments  outrage  and  violence.     Tlie 
bank  advocates  charged  Tompkins  with  having  his  own  eye  fixed  upon  the 
Presidency,  and  said  his  bold  exercise  of  the  remnant  of  royal  prerogative, 
unsuitable  to  the  genius  of  our  government,  was  for  the  express  purpose 
of  preventing  the  nomination  of  Clinton.     Intense  excitement  ensued. 
On  the  21st  of  May  the  Legislature  reassembled,  and  the  bill  for 
chartering  the  Bank  of  America  almost  immediately  passed  both 
Houses.     Oliver  Wolcott,  late  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  and  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  became  its  first  president.     A  few  days  later 
De  Witt  Clinton  received  the  nomination  for  President  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Ptepublicans  of  the  State  of  New  York,  not,  how- 
ever, without  violent  opposition  from  Morgan  Lewis  and  from  the  old 
Burr  party.     A  very  large  faction  throughout  the  country,  distrusting  the 
energy  of  Madison,  was  favorably  disposed  towards  Clinton,  while  several 
of  the  influential  newspapers  were  filled  with   constant   flings  at   the 
feebleness  and  irresolution  of  the  administration. 

The  grave  question  of  war  at  this  moment  occupied  all  minds.  The 
friends  of  peace  were  in  terrible  consternation.  A  New  York  member 
of  Congress  wislied  to  know  what  was  the  sitaation  of  our  fortresses,  and 
our  preparations  generally,  and  called  attention  to  a  letter  from  Judge 
Livingstoi],  who  stated  that  the  forts  at  New  York  had  neither  cannon 
nor  men.  Henry  Clay  replied  with  angry  vehemence  that  he  did  not 
want,  on  this  subject,  Brockholst  Livingston's  opinions,  or  those  of  any- 
body else.  Gentlemen  who  said  so  much  about  want  of  preparations 
were  really  opposed  to  war.  After  the  injuries  we  had  received  he 
should  support  war  measures.  Weak  as  we  were  said  to  be,  we  could 
fight  France  and  England  both  if  necessary.  An  Indian  war  was  raging 
in  the  West,  which  he  thought  had  been  excited  by  the  British.  We 
had  complete  proof  that  Great  Britain  would  do  everything  to  destroy  us, 
and  resolution  and  spirit  were  our  only  security.  Dr.  Mitchill  said  the 
British  were  a  proud,  overbearing  nation,  who  thought  they  had  a  right  to 

1  At  the  September  term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  held  in  Chenango  County,  David  Thomas, 
the  State  Treasurer,  was  indicted  and  tried  before  Judge  "William  W.  Van  Ness  for  attempting 
to  bribe  Casper  M.  Rouse,  one  of  the  State  senators,  during  the  pendency  of  the  bill  for  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  America.  No  sufficient  proof  of  the  charge  having  been  produced, 
Thomas  was  acquitted.  Solomon  South  wick,  editor  of  the  Albany  Register,  was  also  tried 
and  acquitted  during  the  same  month  of  September  before  Chief  Justice  Kent,  for  an  at- 
tempted bribery  of  Alexander  Sheldon,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet, 
recently  appointed  attorney-general  of  New  York  in  place  of  Matthias  B.  Hildreth,  deceased, 
conducted  these  prosecutions  on  the  part  of  the  State 
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despise  us  because  we  were  not  united  enough  to  fight  them.  "  With  a 
population  of  seven  millions,  we  should  not  be  frightened  by  political 
screech-owls." 

The  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
had  been  for  several  years  of  an  anomalous  and  unsettled  character. 
While  the  two  governments  were  not  in  a  state  of  declared  hostilities, 
the  irritating  discussions  of  many  knotty  questions  of  international  and 
maritime  law,  with  the  collisions  of  antagonistic  opinions  and  pretensions, 
had  created  and  kept  alive  a  vindictive  feeling  in  both  countries ;  and 
the  criminations  and  recriminations  which  formed  the  burden  of  diplo- 
matic correspondence,  as  well  as  the  prominent  topics  of  newspaper 
controversies,  seemed  to  point  with  unerring  certainty  towards  the  field 
of  battle.  Great  Britain  took  no  special  care  to  prevent  war  —  incensed 
by  the  supposed  leaning  of  the  United  States  towards  France  —  believing 
that  in  such  an  event  she  would  quickly  prove  the  vast  superiority  of 
her  naval  power  in  decisive  victory,  and  in  defeat  and  disgrace  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. 

Two  parties  opposed  the  war  in  America :  the  old  Federalists  on  the 
ground  that  we  had  equal  or  greater  cause  for  war  with  France  than 
Great  Britain ;  and  the  Clintonians  and  others,  because  the  country  was 
notoriously  unprepared  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  A  very 
large  majority  of  the  old  Eepublican  party  were  in  favor  of  the  war.  For 
the  time,  war  became  the  sole  subject  of  disputation  between  the  political 
parties  which  existed  in  the  country. 

Madison  was  averse  to  war  in  any  shape ;  under  the  pressure  of  cir- 
cumstances he  was  willing  to  sign  a  bill  declaring  hostilities,  but  wished  to 
take  no  further  responsibility.  The  leaders  of  the  war  party  were  inexo- 
rable. A  committee  headed  by  the  imperious  Clay  waited  upon  the  Presi- 
dent with  an  intimation  that  he  must  consent  to  recommend  a  declaration 
of  war,  or  he  would  not  be  supported  for  the  next  term  of  the  Presidency. 
And  it  must  be  his  w^ar,  not  the  war  of  a  few  hot-headed  statesmen.  The 
President  yielded  finally  to  this  hard  condition.  On  the  20th  of 
'  June,  the  same  day  that  the  New  York  Legislature  adjourned,  the 
edict  went  forth,  and  war  was  declared  by  the  United  States  of  America 
a<^ainst  Great  Britain. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

1812-1814. 

THE  WAR. 

Insecurity  of  New  York.  —  Condition  of  Europe.  —  Hostility  to  the  War.  — 
New  York  Privateers. — Plan  of  the  Campaign. — Officers  of  the  Army. — 
Hull's  Expedition  to  Detroit.  —  The  New  York  Army.  —  General  Van 
Rensselaer.  —  Alexander  Macomb.  —  Death  op  Vice  President  George  Clin- 
ton. —  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Eensselaer.  —  The  Niagara  Frontier  in  1812. — 
Surrender  of  Detroit.  —  Massacre  of  Chicago.  —  Savages  coming  East. — 
Creating  an  Inland  Navy.  —  Captain  Isaac  Chauncy.  —  New  York  Shipbuild- 
ers ON  the  Lakes.  —  Elliott's  daring  Exploit.  —  Storming  of  Queenstown.  — 
Defeat  of  the  Americans.  —  Election  of  President.  —  Commodore  Hull's 
Capture  of  the  Guerriere.  —  Jones'  Capture  of  the  Frolic.  —  Decatur's 
Capture  of  the  Macedonian.  —  The  Victory  of  Bainbridge.  —  Banquet  to  the 
Victors. — Peculiar  Situation  of  New  York  City. — Shocking  Massacre  at 
Frenchtown.  ■ —  Lawrence's  Capture  of  the  Peacock.  —  Celebration  of  Vic- 
tory IN  New  York.  —  Combat  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Shannon.  —  Death  of 
Lawrence. — Exploits  on  the  St.  Lawrence. — Perry's  Victory  on  Lake  Erie. 
—  Recovery  of  Detroit.  —  Battle  of  the  Thames.  —  Tecumseh  Killed.  — 
Storming  of  Fort  George.  —  The  Blockade  of  New  York  City.  —  Gardiner's 
Island. — The  Creek  War.  —  The  Embargo. 

NEVER  was  an  offensive  war  voluntarily  undertaken  in  the  face  of 
such  untoward  circumstances.  The  youngest  nation  in  the  world, 
with  self-reliant  audacity,  had  buckled  on  her  armor  to  compel  one  of  the 
oldest,  haughtiest,  and  most  powerful  of  nations  to  respect  her  maritime 
rights.  Would  she  succeed  ?  The  plan,  so  far  as  any  definite  plan  was 
matured,  was  to  invade  and  conquer  the  contiguous  British  provinces  in 
America.  But  no  financial  provisions  were  yet  made  adequate  for 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  hostilities,  no  army  was  in  readiness, 
no  commanders  had  received  the  needful  training,  no  just  conception  of 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  coming  conflict  existed,  and  the  entire 
naval  force  of  the  United  States  consisted  of  eight  frigates  and  twelve 
sloops — with  a  few  smaller  vessels  —  while  the  proud  mistress  of  the 
ocean  gloried  in  a  navy  embracing  one  thousand  and  sixty  sail. 

New  York  was  exposed  on  every  side.  Her  Canadian  frontier  of  many 
hundred  miles,  and  her  defenseless  harbor,  were  regarded  with  dismay  by 
her  inhabitants.     A  war  of  invasion  would  doubtless  invite  a  war  of  inva- 
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sion.     What  was  to  prevent  Great  Britain  from  sending  her  ships  through 
the  Narrows  or  Long  Island  Sound,  and  taking  possession  of  the  city  ? 

The  victorious  Napoleon  was  at  this  moment  pushing  towards  Moscow 
in  his  struggle  for  universal  dominion.  His  good  understanding  with  the 
Eussian  Emperor  had  not  been  destined  to  endure.  Both  nations  were, 
for  months  prior  to  this  date,  making  formidable  preparations  for  war. 
Five  days  after  the  United  States  declared  war  against  Great 
June  24.  j^^.-^^^^^^  Napolcou  crossed  the  Niemen,  with  an  immense  and 
splendid  army,  to  oppose  three  hundred  thousand  Russians,  who  retired 
step  by  step  before  the  invaders.  The  French  encountered  tempests, 
rains,  and  famine  as  the  summer  rolled  on,  but  they  still  advanced.  At 
Borodino,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  September,  a  battle  ensued  in 
which  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  were  engaged, 
and  when  the  curtain  of  night  fell  upon  the  scene  ninety  thousand  were 
among  the  slain.  It  decided  the  fate  of  Moscow,  and  on  the  15th  Napo- 
leon rode  into  the  ancient  capital  in  triumph  ;  but  suddenly,  at  midnight, 
the  glare  of  a  thousand  flames  shot  into  the  sky,  and  the  baffled  French, 
enveloped  in  fire,  fled  to  the  desolate  surrounding  country  for  refuge. 

Great  Britain  had  united  with  Ptussia,  Sweden,  and  Spain  against 
France,  Prussia,  Italy,  Austria,  and  Poland.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
commanded  the  armies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Spanish  Peninsula,  and 
exhibited  a  degree  of  military  skill  and  activity  which  was  holding  the 
marshals  of  Napoleon  firmly  in  check,  and  which  courted  the  presence  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  War  himself  Affairs  in  Europe  thus  left  Great 
Britain  free  to  send  as  many  ships  as  necessary  against  America. 

The  worst  feature  of  the  situation  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  was  the  lack 
of  unanimity  and  concord  on  the  part  of  the  American  people  in  prose- 
cuting the  war.  Several  of  the  States  from  whence  men  and  money  must 
come  disapproved  of  the  action  of  the  government.  Constantly  recurring 
disputes  and  discords  among  politicians  proved  serious  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  raising  an  efficient  army.  Boston,  so  illustrious  in  the  Eevolu- 
tionary  conflict,  upon  hearing  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  the  second 
w^ar,  denounced  the  President  and  the  whole  war-party,  while  the  flags  of 
her  shipping  were  hoisted  at  half-mast  in  token  of  mourning  and  humilia- 
tion. All  New  England  resounded  with  invectives  of  a  style  and  vio- 
lence without  parallel  elsewhere  in  history.  Josiah  Quincy  opposed  the 
measure  in  Congress  to  the  last.  His  fluency  of  speech  in  debate,  his 
withering  sarcasm  of  tongue  and  pen,  his  sterling  worth  in  private  life, 
his  family  connections  and  influence,  together  with  his  handsome  and 
commanding  presence,  had  made  him  peerless  as  a  leader.  Yet  he  was 
in  the  minority.     He  was  caricatured  by  one  of  the  artists  of  the  day  as 
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a  king  —  upon  his  head  a  crown,  his  coat  scarlet,  his  knee-breeches 
Kght  green,  his  stockings  white  silk,  and  two  codfishes  crossed  upon 
his  left  breast ;  he  held  a  scepter  in  his  hand,  proclaiming  himself 
"  Josiah  the  First,  King  of  New  England  ;  Grand  Master  of  the 
Noble  Order  of  the  Two  Codfishes."  But  no  amount  of  ridicule  could 
kill  the  force  of  his  arguments,  which  were  scattered  broadcast,  and  re- 
peated by  every  school-boy  in  his  native  State :  "  Is  national  honor  a 
principle  which  thirsts  after  vengeance  and  is  appeased  only  by  blood  ? 
When  we  visit  the  peaceable,  and,  to  us,  innocent  colonies  of  Canada 
with  the  horrors  of  war,  can  we  be  assured  that  our  own  coast  will  not  be 
visited  with  like  horrors  ?  What  are  the  United  States  to  gain  by  this 
war  ?  Will  Canada  compensate  the  Middle  States  for  New  York,  or  the 
Western  States  for  New  Orleans  ?  " 

The  clergy,  the  State  authorities,  the  merchants,  the  lawyers,  the 
wealth  and  the  talent  of  New  England,  declared,  as  with  one  voice,  that 
the  war  had  been  instituted  on  the  most  frivolous  and  groundless  pre- 
tenses. In  the  Middle  and  Southern  States  there  was  greater  diversity 
of  sentiment.  Many  were  hostile  to  the  war,  but  thought  the  time  for 
discussion  was  ended.  In  the  West  the  war-spirit  prevailed  over  all 
opposition,  and  the  bold  pioneers  were  ready,  almost  without  exception, 
to  fight  the  British,  whom  they  cordially  hated. 

New  York  was  torn  with  conflicting  opinions.  A  large  portion  of  her 
substantial  citizens  believed  "  that  the  declaration  of  war  was  neither 
necessary,  nor  expedient,  nor  seasonable,  but,  having  been  constitutionally 
declared,  should  be  supported  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  constitutional 
laws."  Great  outrages  were  committed  in  Baltimore  —  upon  law  and 
humanity,  as  well  as  the  liberty  of  the  press  —  because  of  the  persistent 
and  scathing  opposition  to  the  war  by  one  of  the  Federal  newspapers, 
and  several  valuable  lives  were  lost  in  the  riot  that  ensued.  But  to  the 
honor  of  New  York  be  it  spoken,  few  and  unimportant  were  the  audible 
murmurs  after  the  news  of  the  positive  action  of  the  government  reached 
the  city.  An  immense  meeting  in  the  Park,  June  24,  with  Colonel 
Heiny  Rutgers  president,  and  Colonel  Marinus  Willett  secretary,  unani- 
mously resolved  "to  lay  aside  all  animosity  and  private  bickering,  and 
aid  the  authorities  in  constructing  fortifications  " ;  also,  to  unite  in  arms 
on  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  defend  the  city  to  the  last 
extremity. 

The  wealthy  inhabitants  contributed  magnanimously  from  their  private 
purses  ;  military  companies  were  organized  and  drilled  ;  men  of  all  trades 
and  avocations  offered  to  labor  on  the  works  of  defense  about  the  city ; 
and  through  individual  enterprise  alone  New  York  fitted  out  and  sent 
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to  sea  from  her  port,  within  four  months  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
twenty-six  privateers,  carrying  two  hundred  and  twelve  guns  and  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  men.^  Fortresses  had  been  in 
slow  process  of  erection  in  the  harbor  since  1808.  Governor's  Island  pos- 
sessed a  regular  inclosed  work  of  masonry,  with  a  brick  magazine,  a  fur- 
nace for  heating  balls  red-hot,  barracks,  and  an  inexhaustible  well  of 
good  water.  The  neighboring  islands  were  fortified,  and  one  or  two  forts 
had  been  projected  in  the  city  itself.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
pieces  of  artillery  were  reported  to  Congress,  December  17,  1811,  as  fit 
for  use ;  and  it  was  stated  that  "  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  two 
artillerists  "  would  be  required  for  their  operation.^  But  it  was  none  the 
less  apparent  that  the  city  and  harbor  were  but  feebly  prepared  to  resist 
an  attack  from  a  powerful  foe,  and  men  were  employed  without  delay  in 
erecting  new  forts  and  strengthening  those  already  existing. 

The  plan  of  the  campaign  was  formed  at  Washington.  The  buoyant, 
persuasive,  imperious  speaker.  Clay,  and  the  ambitious  and  intrepid 
Calhoun,  then  a  member  of  Congress,  and  but  thirty  years  of  age,  both 
aspiring  to  leadership,  were  inexhaustibly  supplied  with  ingenious  argu- 
ments in  support  of  aggressive  warfare.  Madison  first  thought  of  ap- 
pointing Clay  commander-in-chief;  but  the  brilliant  Kentuckian  was 
unacquainted  with  military  science,  and,  moreover,  was  wanted  at  Wash- 
ington. Of  the  Eevolutionary  officers  but  few  survived.  Henry  Dear- 
born had  distinguished  himself  under  General  Washington,  been  Secretary 
of  War  from  1801  to  1809,  and  since  then  collector  of  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton ;  he  was  sixty-one  years  of  age,  a  large,  portly  man  of  commanding 
mien,  undoubted  ability,  and  unimpeachable  integrity.  He  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  land  forces  of  the  Northwestern  department.  Thomas 
Pinckney,  sixty-two  years  of  age,  was  appointed  second  major-general, 
and  placed  in  command  of  the  Southern  department.  Joseph  Bloomfield, 
the  governor  of  New  Jersey  since  1801,  a  veteran  of  the  Eevolution,  who 
was  in  New  York  City  in  charge  of  the  fortifications  in  process  of  erec- 
tion when  the  news  reached  him,  was  commissioned  a  brigadier-general ; 
and  William  Hull,  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  James  Win- 
chester of  Tennessee,  and  John  Parker  Boyd  of  Massachusetts  were  also 
made  brigadiers. 

The  invasion  of  Canada  at  Detroit  and  Niagara  had  been  determined 
upon  and  openly  avowed  by  Congress,  months  before  the  declaration  of 

1  Hardie's  DcserijMon  of  the  City  of  New  York  (1827),  p.  131  ;  Miss  Booth's  History  of  the 
City  of  New  York  (1863),  p.  697. 

2  Manual  of  the  Corporatimi  of  the  City  of  New  York  fur  1868,  pp.  882,  883  ;  Dr.  MitchilVs 
Description  of  the  Fortificntions,  1808. 


HULLS  INVADING  ARMY.  591 

war.  Tlius  the  Britisli  government  had  ample  time  to  put  tlieir  menaced 
province  in  a  state  of  complete  defense,  and  supply  regular  troops  from 
England.  Governor  Hull  was  in  Washington  during  the  spring,  and 
heard  the  subject  freely  discussed  in  official  circles.  He  protested 
against  the  attempt,  without  a  fleet  upon  Lake  Erie,  where  the  British 
had  full  sway.  Solomon  Sibley,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Detroit,  wrote 
an  earnest  and  manly  letter  to  Senator  Thomas  Worthington  of  Ohio, 
requesting  him  to  explain  to  the  President  the  need  of  a  large  force  at 
Detroit.  He  said  "  a  scheme  had  been  long  in  agitation,  and  generally 
approved  by  the  Indians,  to  clear  the  country  north  and  west  of  the  Ohio 
of  every  American,  and  in  future  establish  that  river  as  a  boundary." 
He  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  attack  would  be  made  by 
the  savages,  whatever  the  result  of  pending  negotiations  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  it  was  of  the  first  importance  to  the  government 
to  send  troops  before  May  or  June,  lest  the  important  post  be  sacrificed, 
and  the  whole  line  of  frontier  involved  in  ruin.^ 

Objections  were  made  to  giving  Governor  Hull  the  control  of  the 
army  in  Ohio  and  Michigan.  It  was  said  that  the  people  of  the  region 
had  no  confidence  in  him  —  that  he  was  too  old  and  broken  in  body 
and  nerves  to  conduct  the  multifarious  operations  of  such  a  command. 
He  at  first  declined  the  proposed  honor  and  service.  The  nomination 
was  made  on  the  ground  of  his  valuable  military  experience.  It  was 
opposed,  referred  to  a  committee,  reported  upon  favorably,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Senate.  Eeturn  Jonathan  Meigs,  son  of  the  heroic  Colonel  ]\Ieigs 
of  Connecticut,  was  the  governor  of  Ohio  at  this  crisis ;  and  in  response 
to  his  call  for  troops  to  assemble  at  Dayton,  in  April,  men  flocked  thither 
from  every  part  of  the  State,  ambitious  for  distinction  and  eager  for  ac- 
tion. Three  regiments  were  organized,  with  their  field-officers  elected, 
when  Hull  arrived  from  Washington,  May  25.  Duncan  McArthur  was 
colonel  of  the  first  regiment,  James  Findlay  of  the  second,  and  Lewis 
Cass,  then  thirty  years  of  age,  afterwards  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  third. 
General  Wadsworth,  commanding  the  fourth  division  of  Ohio  militia, 
obeyed  with  alacrity  an  order  to  raise  three  companies  of  volunteers.  At 
Urbana  the  moving  army  was  joined  by  a  brave  regiment  of  regulars 
under  James  Miller.  The  entire  month  of  June  was  consumed  by  Hull 
and  his  troops  in  toiling  through  the  almost  unl^roken  wilderness  towards 
the  Maumee  country.  They  must  necessarily  cut  a  road  or  pathway  two 
hundred  or  more  miles,  and  causeways  of  logs  had  to  be  constructed 
across  morasses,  and  bridges  thrown  across  considerable  streams.     Block- 

I  Letter  of  Sibley  to  Worthington,  February  26,  1812  ;  Knapps  History  of  the  Maumee 
Valley,  pp.  123-127  ;  Baiucs  French  Revolution,  Vol.  II.  !>.  368. 
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houses  for  the  protection  of  the  sick  and  of  provision-trains  were  also 
indispensable.  Meanwhile  hostile  Indians  skulked  behind  the  bushes 
and  trees,  watching  every  movement  with  malignant  vigilance. 

The  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  reached  Hull  on  the  second  day  of 
July,  a  few  hours  after  his  army  had  moved  from  the  foot  of  the  Mauniee 
Kapids  towards  Detroit.  He  had  sent  two  small  vessels  from  that  point 
to  convey  the  sick  and  the  hospital  stores  to  Detroit  by  water ;  he  had 
also  shipped  his  own  baggage  and  that  of  most  of  his  officers,  together 
with  intrenching  tools  and  camp  furniture.  Captain  Hull,  the  son  and 
aid  of  the  governor,  executed  the  order  of  shipment,  and  unfortunately 
included  a  small  trunk  containing  Hull's  commission  and  instructions 
from  the  War  Department,  with  the  complete  muster-rolls  of  the  army 
about  to  invade  Canada ;  and  the  wives  of  three  of  the  officers,  with  thirty 
soldiers  for  their  protection,  were  passengers.  The  messenger  who  con- 
veyed the  government  despatch  to  Hull,  which  had  been  intrusted  to  the 
postmaster  at  Cleveland  by  the  postmaster-general,  was  obliged  to  swim 
all  the  streams  between  Cleveland  and  Maumee  ;  and  thence  pursued  the 
army  to  its  night  encampment,  which  he  reached  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  just  as  the  moon  was  rising.  Two  hours  later  the  troops 
were  marching  rapidly.  In  the  mean  time  Hull  despatched  a  party  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Eaisin  to  stop  the  vessels  with  their  precious  cargoes, 
but  it  was  too  late.  The  schooner  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  British 
at  Maiden,  who  had  been  apprised  of  the  declaration  of  war  two  days  in 
advance  of  Hull,  and  the  valuable  information,  as  well  as  other  treasures, 
was  appropriated  by  the  enemy.  The  smaller  vessel  with  the  sick  passed 
up  the  more  shallow  channel  on  the  west  side  of  Bois  Blanc  Island,  and 
reached  Detroit  in  safety.  On  the  6th  Colonel  Cass  was  sent  to  Maiden 
with  a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  the  baggage  and  prisoners  taken  from  the 
schooner.  ()n  his  approach  he  was  blindfolded,  and  in  this'  condition 
taken  before  Colonel  St.  George,  and  treated  courteously.  But  tlie  de- 
mand was  refused. 

The  British  were  already  erecting  fortifications  on  the  Canadian  side 
of  the  river  opposite  Detroit,  which  would  seriously  menace  the  fort. 
Hull  prepared  with  all  possible  expedition  to  drive  them  away.  After 
great  exertions  in  obtaining  boats  and  canoes,  and  through  a  resort  to 
strategy  by  which  the  British  hastened  to  defend  another  point,  he  crossed 
over  in  the  night  to  Canada,  just  above  the  present  town  of  Windsor, 
hoisting  the  American  flag  on  the  bright  and  lovely  Sabbath  morning  of 
July  12,  and  issuing  a  stirring  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants. 

But  Hull  did  not  push  immediately  forward  and  attack  the  citadel  of 
the  British  and  Indians  at  Maiden,  as  his  impetuous  young  officers  de- 
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sired.  He  had  no  means  of  learning  the  real  strength  of  that  fortified 
post,  thirteen  miles  below,  which,  from  its  position  on  the  Detroit 
Kiver  near  its  entrance  into  Lake  Erie,  effectually  commanded  the  waters. 
Its  possession  would  soon  become  necessary  for  self-preservation,  as  its 
warriors  infested  the  road  from  Ohio  over  which  provisions  were  to  be 
transported  on  wagons  or  pack-horses  for  the  army ;  and  yet  failure  was 
probable  unless  he  could  first  provide  his  men  with  battering  cannon, 
and  ladders  of  sufticient  height  and  number  to  scale  the  walls.  This 
gave  the  British  ample  time  to  strengthen  their  garrison.  He  afterwards 
confessed  that  he  took  every  step  under  two  sets  of  fears :  he  dared  not 
act  boldly  lest  his  incompetent  force  be  totally  destroyed,  or  cease  from 
acting  lest  his  uneasy  militia  desert  him  altogether.  While  beseeching 
government  for  reinforcement,  some  of  his  energetic  officers  performed 
daring  exploits  in  the  vicinity.  Four  days  after  he  encamped  on  the 
Canadian  shore,  Fort  Mackinaw,  the  strongest  American  post  in  the 
country,  situated  upon  an  island  in  Lake  Huron,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British.  Its  garrison  numbered  only  fifty-seven,  and  its  commandant 
was  first  apprised  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  British  officer,  who  at 
the  head  of  one  thousand  men  demanded  its  surrender.  The  disaster 
completely  changed  the  whole  face  of  affliirs.  The  Indians  who  had  been 
owerawed  by  this  northern  fort  became  more  deadly  hostile,  and  influ- 
enced by  the  apparently  victorious  British  were  eager  to  march  upon 
Detroit,  Hull  had  been  the  governor  of  Michigan  for  nine  years,  and, 
perfectly  aware  of  the  danger  and  the  brutal  character  of  the  savages, 
was  appalled  at  the  situation.  He  expected  a  promised  attack  upon  the 
New  York  frontier  at  Niagara  would  create  a  diversion  in  his  favor.  But 
the  British  commander-in-chief,  Sir  George  Prevost,  and  General  Dear- 
born had  already  agreed  to  sign  an  armistice  for  a  brief  period,  to  take 
effect  on  the  13th  of  August,  in  which  Hull  was  not  included.  And 
no  notice  of  it  was  sent  to  Hull,  otherwise  Detroit  might  have  been  saved. 
Suspecting  the  whole  force  of  the  British  was  about  to  be  directed  against 
him,  Hull  on  the  8th  of  August  ingloriously  retreated  to  Detroit.  His 
officers  of  every  grade  were  angered  with  disappointment,  and  upbraided 
him  with  imbecility  and  even  treachery. 

New  York  had  by  no  means  been  idle  during  these  summer  days. 
While  the  little  invading  army  at  Detroit  was  fostering  terrible  suspicions 
concerning  its  commander-in-chief,  the  New  York  forces  collected  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  were  scattered  along  to  guard  a  line  of  thirty-five  miles. 
"  We  have  eleven  cannon  for  all  our  extensive  territory,"  wrote  Major 
John  Lovett  on  the  14th  of  August ;  "  and  from  Buffalo  to  Niagara,  both 
inclusive,  we  have  less  than  one  thousand  militia." 
VOL.  II.  38 


594 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


Confronting  them  on  the  Canadian  shore  was  a  well-appointed  army,, 
under  the  most  exact  discipline,  and  commanded  by  skillful  and  experi- 
enced officers.  Every  important  eminence  from  Fort  Erie  to  Fort  George, 
on  Lake  Ontario,  was  crowned  with  a  battery  ;  and  a  commanding  position 
on  the  heights  of  Queenstown  was  every  day  becoming  more  secure  and 
formidable.     All  this,  together  with  the  mastery  of  the  lakes,  which  gave 

the  British  facilities- 
tor  crossing  the  river 
;it  a  moment's  notice,, 
ivndered  the  outlook 
extremely  dubious  for 
aggressive  warfare. 

General  Dearborn 
established  himself  in 
tlie  beginning  at 
Greenbush,  opposite 
Albany,  as  Lake 
Champlain  was  the 
great  military  high- 
way to  the  centre  of 
the  British  province, 
and  the  American 
settlements  at  the 
foot  of  the  lake  were 
remote  and  exposed. 
But  he  delayed  prep- 
arations for  the  prop- 
er conduct  of  the 
war  in  all  directions 
through  signing  the 
armistice,  wdiich  he  continued  until  the  29th  of  August.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  quite  as  vigilant  as  the  national  government,  had 
taken  measures  in  the  early  part  of  April  for  enforcing  the  laws  against 
smuggling  on  her  frontiers.  Small  forces  of  infantry  and  some  artillery 
were  stationed  at  various  points.  By  a  general  order  issued  from  the 
War  Department  on  the  21st  of  April,  the  detached  militia  of  New  York 
were  arranged  in  two  divisions  and  eight  brigades.  The  governor  of  New 
York  made  herculean  efforts  to  raise  the  quota  of  the  State,  which  in 
defect  of  sufficient  regiilar  troops  was  needed  at  once  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier ;  and  he  appointed  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon,  to  the  chief 
command.     John  Armstrong,  having  returned  the  year  before  from  his 


Alexander  Macomb. 

[Major-General  U.  S.  A.] 
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mission  to  France,  was  commissioned  a  l^rigadier  by  the  general  govern- 
ment in  place  of  the  distinguished  Peter  Gansevoort,  who  died,  after  a 
long  and  distressing  illness,  on  the  2d  of  July.  Morgan  Lewis  was  ap- 
pointed quartermaster-general,  Alexander  Smyth  of  Virginia,  inspector- 
general,  and  Thomas  H.  Gushing  of  Massachusetts,  adjutant-general. 
Alexander  Macomb,  of  the  artillery,  was  made  a  colonel,  and  Winfield 
Scott,  then  twenty-six  years  of  age,  Edmund  Pendleton  Gaines  of  Virginia, 
and  Eleazer  Wheelock  Eipley,  Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
each  received  a  lieutenant-colonelcy. 

Alexander  Macomb,  son  of  Alexander  Macomb  (or  McComb  as  the 
name  is  frequently  written,  the  member  of  the  New  York  Legislature  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  pur- 
chased upwards  of  three  and  one  half  million  acres  of  land  resting  upon 
Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Ptiver  in  1792,  and  who  had  six  sons 
in  the  War  of  1812)  was  born  in  the  British  garrison  at  Detroit,  in 
1782,  just  at  the  close  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies ;  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  New  York  in  infancy,  and  reared 
in  the  city.  At  a  school  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  his  military  genius 
and  taste  first  revealed  itself  in  the  organization  and  drilling  of  companies 
among  his  classmates.  At  twenty-three  he  was  captain  of  a  corps  of 
engineers,  and  at  twenty-six  elevated  to  the  rank  of  major.  So  highly 
were  his  attainments  esteemed  that  he  was  employed  at  West  Point 
by  the  government  to  compile  a  treatise  on  martial  law.  He  was  thirty 
when  promoted  to  the  colonelcy,  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  ;  and  six- 
teen years  later  we  shall  find  him  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

The  death  of  Vice-President  George  Clinton  at  this  juncture  deprived 
New  York  of  an  able  counselor.  During  the  whole  of  the  Eevolutionary 
War  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  the  State,  and  sustained 
with  unshaken  firmness  the  rights  of  the  people.  No  man  was  more 
familiar  with  the  physical  condition  of  New  York,  or  better  understood 
the  difficulties  to  be  avoided  in  attempting  to  defend  her  wild  and  unset- 
tled frontiers.  His  judgment  of  men  and  motives  was  profound,  as  well  as 
his  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  He  was  to  have  been  nominated  for 
re-election,  and  would  probably  have  served  a  third  term  of  Vice-Presidency 
had  his  life  been  spared.  He  had  already  presided  over  the  Senate  for 
seven  years  with  rare  dignity  and  discretion.  He  died  in  office,  at  Wash- 
ington, on  the  20th  of  April,  1812,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
He  was  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  During  his  illness  he  was 
unremittingly  attended  by  his  son-in-law.  General  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt 
(son  of  the  lieutenant-governor  during  Clinton's  eighteen  years'  governor- 
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ship  of  New  York),  who  had  succeeded  his  brother,  General  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  as  member  of  Congress.  The  funeral  ceremonies  were  con- 
ducted from  the  Capitol  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  the  President 
and  his  Cabinet,  Congress,  and  distinguished  men  of  every  profession, 
citizens  and  strangers,  attending.  The  imposing  procession,  escorted  by 
cavalry,  moved  at  four  o'clock  to  the  Congressional  Cemetery  on  the 
Eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  where  his  remains  were  tenderly  interred.^ 
Van  Cortlandt  wrote  to  his  brother  Philip  on  the  2od  censuring  the 
President  for  having  on  the  previous  evening  been  so  "  disrespectful  to  the 
memory  of  a  greater  man  than  himself  as  to  suffer  Mrs.  Madison  to  have 
her  drawing-room  as  usual.  It  is  spoken  of  in  all  places,"  he  said.  On 
the  26th  he  wrote  again,  criticising  Madison  in  the  severest  terms  for 
sending  a  message  to  Congress  recommending  two  assistants  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  "  on  the  very  day  of  the  death  of  the  Vice-President,  and 
while  both  Houses  were  mourning  the  great  loss  of  the  nation.  The  mes- 
sage was  not  suffered  to  be  read  in  either  House."  In  the  same  letter  he 
remarked :  "  Overtures  were  made  to  me  to  get  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  to 
consent  to  be  the  Vice-President  under  Mr.  Madison.  This  arrangement 
cannot  nor  will  not  take  place  "  ^ 


1  Over  the  grave  of  Vite- 
of  white  marble  was  erected, 
pen  of  De  Witt  Clinton  ;  "  To 
He  was  a  soldier  and  statesman 
conncil,  distinguished  in  \\ai 
fulness,    purity,    and   abilitv 
those  of  governor  of  his  nati\ 
the  United  States.    While  li 
valor  were  the  pride,  the  orna 
try  ;  and  when  he  died  he  left 
spent  life,  worthy  of  all  iniit  i 

2  Gowral  Pierre  Van  C<   / 
Cortlandt,     April     26,     181  _ 
Van  Cortlandt  at  this  peril  >  1 
ly,  throw  much  light  upon  1 1 1 
cians   at  the   seat   of  govtii 
to  Madison,  although  one     I 
during  his  late  administratii  ii 
of  Vice-President  Clinton, 
pp. 407-410  (Vol.  II.).  He  sub- 
son,  who  died  in  1821  ;  she  was 
who  married  the  sister  of  Volck 


Clinton's  Tomb 


President  Clinton  a  monument 
bearing  the  inscription,  from  the 
the  memory  of  George  Clinton, 
of  the  Revolution,  eminent  in 
He  filled  with  unexampled  use- 
among  many  other  high  offices, 
State  and  of  Vice-President  of 
lived  his  virtue,  wisdom,  and 
nitiit,  and  .security  of  his  coun- 
au  illustrious  example  of  a  well- 
tion." 

landt  to  General  Philip  Van 
The  letters  of  General  Pierre 
rarefuUy  preserved  by  the  fami- 
conduct  and  motives  of  politi- 
lueiit.  He  was  bitterly  opposed 
tlie  warmest  friends  of  Jefferson 
He  married  Catharine,  daughter 
was  left  a  widower  in  1811.  See 
se([uently  married  Ann  Steven- 
the  daughter  of  John  Stevenson, 
ert  Peter  Douw.  —  Munsell's 
100  (Vol.  II. ).    Their  only  son, 


Annals  of  Albany.  See  pp.  99, 
Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  the  present  jtroprietor  of  the  old  historical  manor-house,  mar- 
ried, in  1836,  Catharine,  daughter  of  Dr.  Theodoric  Ronieyn  Beck  —  known  throughout  the 
civilized  world  as  the  author  and  founder  of  medical  jurisprudence,  a  science  which  he  sub- 
stantially created,  and  who  ranks,  wherever  law  and  justice  are  administered,  with  Blackstone, 
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It  was  a  master-stroke  of  policy  rather  than  the  deliberate  choice  oi  a 
good  military  leader,  when  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  a  leading  Federalist, 
and  known  to  be  greatly  opposed  to  the  war,  was  appointed  to  the  major- 
generalship  of  the  detached  militia  of  New  York.  He  was  not  a  military 
man,  but  since  his  country  was  committed  to  the  measure  of  war  he  nobly 
laid  aside  all  party  feeling  and  gave  it  his  hearty  support.  It  was  thought 
the  example  of  a  man  of  such  wealth  and  importance  in  the  State  would 
influence  favorably  the  disaffected.  He  accepted  the  appointment  only  on 
condition  that  his  cousin,  Solomon  Van  Eensselaer,  adjutant-general  of 
New  York,  and  well  acquainted  witli  military  science,  should  accompany 
him  as  his  aid  and  counselor.  It  was  well  understood  that  the  latter 
would  be  the  general,  in  a  practical  military  point  of  view.  He  was 
some  ten  years  younger  than  the  patroou,  the  son  of  General  Henry 
Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  who  was  wounded  at  the  capture  of  Burgoyne. 
He  was  a  born  soldier.  Before  his  twentieth  birthday  he  raised  a  valiant 
little  company  of  soldiers  in  his  own  county  of  Rensselaer,  and,  with  the 
sacred  commission  of  Washington  in  his  pocket,  led  them  through  a 
dense  Western  wilderness  of  several  hundred  miles,  and  joined  Anthony 
Wayne's  expedition  to  the  Maumee  in  1794.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
command  of  a  troop  and  greatly  admired  and  respected  by  his  superior 
officers  for  his  soldier-like  deportment.^ 

Bacon,  and  Grotius.  Cliildren  of  Colonel  Pierre  andC'atharine  Beck  Van  Cortlandt  :  1.  Cath- 
arine Theresa  Roiueyn,  married  Rev.  John  Rutherford  Matthews  ;  2.  PieiTe  Van  Cortlandt, 
died  October  16,  1879  ;  .3.  Romeyn  Beck,  died  March  1,  1843  ;  4.  James  Stevenson  ;  5. 
Theodoric  Romeyn,  died  August  11,  1880  ;  6.  Anne  Stevenson  ;  7.  Philip,  died  October  10, 
1858.  Maria,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Vice-President  Clinton,  was  with  her  father  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  She  subsequently  married  Dr.  Stephen  Beekman,  who  was  appointed  a  ' 
surgeon  of  the  United  States  army  under  Dearborn,  at  Greenbush.  He  wrote  to  General 
Van  Cortlandt,  August  11,  1812  :  "I  am  sickened  with  campaigning  —  living  in  tow-cloth 
houses  ;  and  the  mode  of  operating,  sending  soldiers  off  in  small  detachments,  and  not  half 
found  with  clothing  or  ammunition,  so  that  the  Britishers  may  have  no  trouble  in  taking  them 
and  sending  the  officers  home  on  parole  of  honor,  disgusts  me  with  the  service,  and  I  am  de- 
termined to  resign."  —  Family  Archives. 

1  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  was  a  rigid  disciplinai-ian.  He  was  at  one  time  parad- 
ing his  famous  sorrel  troop  near  the  quarters  of  General  Wilkinson  on  the  Wabash  River.  It 
was  just  prior  to  a  contemplated  action  with  the  Indians  in  1794  ;  he  had  been  e.xercising 
his  men  upon  every  description  of  service,  whether  the  land  was  cleared  or  wooded,  broken 
or  smooth,  and  they  were  taught  to  consider  no  obstacle  impassable  without  a  fair  trial. 
General  Wilkinson  was  looking  on,  and,  wishing  to  test  the  metal  of  the  youthful  officer,  cried 
out,  just  as  the  troop  came  to  a  halt,  facing  a  stone  wall  which  surrounded  his  fine  garden, 
"  Charge  !  "  In  an  instant  the  spurs  touched  Van  Rensselaer's  finely  strung  horse  that  stood 
with  his  neck  proudly  arched,  and  with  a  flying  leap,  the  result  of  muscular  energy  that 
would  have  unseated  a  careless  rider,  he  cleared  the  wall,  followed  by  the  whole  troop,  scam- 
pering over  the  vegetables  and  demolishing  every  growing  thing  in  their  progi*ess.  Having 
prompted  this  ruinous  result  to  the  fruits  of  a  summer's  industry  and  care  by  his  own  man- 
date,   although    he   never  supposed  the  cavalry  would  pass  the  high  enclosure,  Wilkinson 
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He  married  his  cousin  Harriet,  daughter  of  Colonel  Philip  and  Maria 
Sanders  Van  Eensselaer,  in  1797.  The  mother  of  the  bride  refusing  to 
sanction  the  marriage  it  was  tinged  with  romance.  One  cold  frosty- 
afternoon  in  January,  while  the  lady  of  the  house  was  taking  her  cus- 
tomary nap  on  the  sofa  before  a  blazing  fire  in  the  family  sitting-room,  the 
young  soldier,  with  the  full  consent  of  the  bride's  father  was  united  to  the 
beautiful  Harriet  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  by  the  venerable  Dominie  Van 
Vranken  of  Fishkill.  After  the  ceremony  the  dominie  and  the  bride- 
groom climbed  out  the  back  window,  and  the  mother  was  none  the  wiser 
for  some  days.  In  April  of  the  same  year  the  young  soldier  wrote  to  his 
wife  from  Philadelphia:  "Since  I  came  here  I  have  been  sitting  twice 
a  day  to  have  my  miniature  taken  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  a  masterly  artist. 
It  was  finished  this  evening.  The  price  for  painting  was  fifty  dollars  ; 
although  it  is  extravagant,  yet  with  much  satisfaction  did  I  pay  for  it,  as 
it  was  intended  to  give  you  pleasure.  The  likeness  is  not  as  striking  a 
one  as  he  took  for  President  Washington  and  General  Wilkinson,  in  my 
eyes."  The  exquisitely  painted  miniature,  of  which  the  accompanying 
sketch  is  a  fac-simile,  was  executed  on  ivory,  set  in  gold,  and  placed  in  a 
red  morocco  case  lined  with  white  satin. 

John  Lovett,  a  lawyer  of  Albany,  afterwards  member  of  Congress,  was 
invited  by  the  patroon  to  become  his  military  secretary.  "  I  am  not  a 
soldier ! "  was  the  quick  response.  "  It  is  not  your  sword,  but  your  pen, 
that  I  want,"  said  Van  Rensselaer.  Whereupon  Lovett  accepted  the  prof- 
stifled  his  regrets  at  the  destruction  of  his  garden,  and  with  the  gravit}'  of  a  stoic  brought 
the  mischief-makers  back.  After  a  few  more  manceuvres,  and  when  the  troop  su(klenly  faced 
the  river,  the  general  again  shouted,  "Charge!"  Away  under  full  speed  the  dauntless 
young  captain  with  his  well-trained  horsemen  dashed  down  the  steep  bank,  and  headlong 
into  the  river,  before  the  order  could  be  countermanded.  If  the  chagrin  of  the  general  had 
been  great  when  his  garden  had  been  destroyed,  his  apprehension  was  greater  now  for  the 
safety  of  the  obedient  and  reckless  troop.  He  watched  their  movements  in  silent  agony. 
One  of  them,  a  cornet,  he  saw  separated  from  his  own  steed,  and,  in  imminent  danger  of  be- 
ing killed  by  the  struggles  of  others,  but  grappled  in  time  and  taken  in  tow  by  the  vigilant 
captain,  whose  cheering  voice  was  heard  above  the  uproar.  The  gallant  fellows  ascended  the 
opposite  bank  in  triumph,  and  Wilkinson,  as  he  expressed  himself,  "felt  as  if  released  from  the 
burden  of  Atlas."  (Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings,  by  Mrs.  Catharine  V.  R.  Bonney.)  In 
the  notable  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  Maumee  Rapids  in  August,  1794,  this  boy  of  twenty  sig- 
nalized himself  at  the  head  of  the  same  troop  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and  effective  charges 
ever  made  against  the  savages  of  that  region.  He  was  wounded,  it  was  supposed  fatally,  and 
a  litter  was  brought  to  convey  him  from  the  victorious  battle-field.  He  refused  to  be  laid 
upon  it.  "You  young  dog  !  how  then  are  you  going  ?  "  exclaimed  Wayne.  "  I  am  an  offi- 
cer of  the  cavalry,  sir,  and  shall  go  on  horseback,"  was  the  reply.  "You  will  drop  by  the 
way,"  suggested  AVayne.  "  If  I  do,  just  cover  me  up  and  let  me  lie  there,"  was  the  quiet  re- 
sponse. He  was  mounted  upon  his  own  charger  as  he  desired,  and  one  of  his  dragoons  on 
either  side  supported  him  some  five  or  six  miles.  The  best  surgeons  in  the  army  attended 
him,  and  each  said  after  his  recovery,  that  not  one  of  a  thousand  ever  survived  such 
wounds. 
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fered  post.  He  was  a  man  of  genius,  cliarming  in  conversation,  full  of 
anecdote,  and  an  acknowledged  wit.  He  wrote,  upon  his  arrival  at  Og- 
densburg :  "  If  flying  through  air,  water,  nuid,  brush,  over  hills,  dales, 
meadows,  swamps,  on  wheels  or  horseback,  and  getting  a  man's  ears 
gnawed  off  with  mosquitoes  and  gallinippers,  make  a  soldier,  then  I  have 
seen  service."  He  accompanied  the  two  Van  Eensselaers  on  a  tour  of 
inspection  along  the  Niagara  River  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario.  He 
spoke  of  the  one  little  brig  Oneida  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  "  which  could  be 
burned  at  any  hour  if  the  British  chose,"  and  of  the  reception  given  Van 
Eensselaer  by  its  brave  commander,  Melanctlion  Tavloi  AVoolsey,  of  New 
York.     This  vessel  had  recently  -       ~-^ --. 

been   attacked   ])y   five    British 
vessels  larger  than  herself,  but 
by  landing  part  of  her  guns  and 
establishing  a  battery  on  shore, 
where  two  hundred  soldiers  were 
stationed,  she  succeeded  in  beat- 
ing them  off     On  one  occasion 
the  little  inspecting  party  were 
compelled  to  seek  shelter  at  mid- 
night in  a  deserted  house.     Lov- 
ett  said  :  "  We  placed  our  gen- 
eral on  the  table  about  four  and 
a  half  feet  long,  crooked  up  his 
legs,  borrowed  a  thick   blanket 
of  a  soldier,  and  covered  him  up 
quite  comfortably.     The  colonel 
then  laid  down  upon  two  boards 
in  his  great-coat ;  I  selected  a  large  Dutch-oven,  as  the  thought  struck 
me  it  would  be  the  safest  retreat  from  the  vermin.     But  how  to  get  in 
it  I  knew  not.     I  finally  took  a  wide  board,  placed  an  end  in  the  mouth 
of  the  monstrous  oven,  laid  myself  on  the  board,  and  bade  the  sergeant 
of  the  guard  raise  up  the  other  end  and  push  me  into  the  oven  —  and 
in  I  went  like  a  pig  on  a  wooden  shovel ;  and  there  I  staid  and  had  one 
of  the  loveliest  night's  rest  of  my  life." 

Van  Eensselaer  decided  to  concentrate  his  forces  at  Lewiston  Heights, 
opposite  the  British  works  at  Queenstown,  and  had  hardly  established 
his  new  headquarters  when  intelligence  of  the  armistice  arrived.  It  thus 
became  necessary  to  confer  with  the  British  general,  Sheaffe,  concerning 
the  details  of  that  agreement  and  the  government  of  the  armies  on  the 
Niarrara  Eiver  during  its  continuance.     Colonel  Solomon  Van  Eensselaer, 


Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 

[From  tin;  Miniature  by  Stuart.j 
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in  full  military  costume,  crossed  into  Canada  witli  a  flag  of  truce.  He 
was  courteously  received  at  British  headquarters.  To  the  proposition 
that  no  troops  should  move  from  that  district  to  join  General  Brock, 
who  had  gone  to  reinforce  the  British  army  opposite  Detroit,  Sheaffe 
readily  assented.  But  when  the  audacious  American  colonel  insisted 
upon  the  use  of  Lake  Ontario  as  a  public  highway,  in  common  with  the 
British  themselves,  for  purposes  of  transportation,  the  demand  was  un- 
equivocally refused.  Van  Rensselaer  said :  "  Then  there  can  be  no 
armistice,  our  negotiation  is  at  an  end.  General  Van  Rensselaer  will 
take  the  responsibility  upon  himself  of  preventing  your  detaching  troops 
from  this  district."  The  officers  all  rose  to  their  feet :  "  Sir,  you  take 
high  ground ! "  said  Sheaffe,  with  his  hand  upon  the  hilt  of  his  sword. 
"  I  do,  sir,  and  will  maintain  it,"  replied  Van  Rensselaer,  striking  the 
same  hostile  attitude ;  "  but,"  addressing  himself  decidedly  to  Sheaffe, 
"  you  dare  not  detach  the  troops  ! "  Not  another  word  was  uttered. 
After  walking  the  room  for  a  few  moments  the  general  said,  "  Be  seated, 
and  excuse  me."  He  withdrew  with  his  officers,  but  presently  returned, 
and  politely  remarked,  "  Sir,  from  amicable  considerations  I  grant  you 
the  use  of  the  waters."     Thus  the  interview  closed. 

This  successful  effort  at  diplomacy  was  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Americans.  The  roads  were  impassable,  especially  for  heavy  cannon,  and 
the  much  needed  supplies  for  the  army  collected  at  Oswego  could  be  ob- 
tained only  by  water,  thus  were  not  likely  to  reach  their  destination 
80  long  as  the  highway  of  the  lake  was  beset  by  a  triumphant  enemy. 
An  express  was  quickly  on  the  wing,  and  Colonel  Fenwick  at  Oswego 
ordered  forward  with  all  possible  haste ;  the  cannon  and  military  stores 
were  shipped  to  Fort  Niagara,  and  thence,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
enemy,  deposited  safely  at  the  camping-ground.  General  Van  Rensselaer 
was  also  enabled  to  use  this  advantage  for  another  purpose  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  country.  He  sent  an  express  to  Ogdensburg  for  the  imme- 
diate removal  of  nine  schooners  to  Sackett's  Harbor.  These  had  been 
imprisoned  at  that  place,  and  were  desired  for  gunboats,  into  which  they 
could  be  changed  for  active  service  as  the  most  expeditious  method  of 
preparing  a  fleet  of  war  to  obtain  command  of  the  waters  of  Lake  Ontario. 

The  brief  exhilaration  of  the  army  over  Van  Rensselaer's  triumph 
swiftly  turned  into  the  deepest  gloom.  News  came  of  the  capitulation  of 
Hull  at  Detroit,  a  disaster  which  seemed  likely  to  produce  a  general  mutiny 
among  the  New  York  forces.  Erelong,  on  the  26th  of  the  same 
month.  General  Sir  Isaac  Brock,  governor  of  Lower  Canada,  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  was  seen  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Niagara  River,  less 
than  one  fourth  of  a  mile  distant,  parading  Hull  and  his  American  soldiers 
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pompously  along  the  heights  of  Queeiistowu,  in  full  view  of  the 
American  camp  at  Lewiston.  On  the  following  morning  the  prisoners 
were  embarked  for  Montreal  and  Quebec  to  be  made  a  public  spectacle, 
"  Seated  in  an  old  ragged,  open  carriage,  Hull  was  drawn  through  the 
streets  of  Montreal,  and  thus  exhibited  as  a  rare  show  to  the  natives 
assembled." 

"  Why  did  Hull  surrender  ? "  was  the  question  upon  every  lip.  The 
w^ar  party  of  the  country,  mortified  at  this  speedy  termination  of  an 
attempt  to  make  a  conquest  of  Canada,  and  thus  humiliate  Great  Britain, 
made  the  unhappy  Hull  the  scapegoat  of  everybody's  blunders,  accusing 
him,  as  did  his  officers  under  him,  of  cowardice  or  treachery.  But  the 
difficulties  of  his  position  were  very  great,  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  under  any  officer  much  Canadian  ground  could  have  been  gained. 
Brock's  vigilance  had  secured  Fort  Mackinaw  before  its  commander  had 
been  apprised  of  the  declaration  of  war ;  and  taking  advantage  of  the  im- 
politic armistice  in  contemplation,  the  same  British  officer  had  withdrawn 
a  large  body  of  troops  from  Niagara  and  hastened  to  Detroit.  The 
Indians  of  the  whole  region  flocked  to  his  standard  ;  and  the  cunning 
Tecumseh  and  his  savage  warriors  guarded  the  road  from  Ohio  to  inter- 
cept reinforcements  and  supplies.  A  detachment  sent  by  Hull  to  the  aid 
of  Captain  Brush  at  the  river  Eaisin  with  men,  flour,  and  cattle  from 
Ohio  for  the  army,  fell  into  an  ambuscade  and  was  totally  routed.  The 
mail-bag  was  captured,  and  Brock  by  the  means  came  into  possession 
of  the  knowledge  needful  to  overwhelm  Detroit.  He  crossed  the  river, 
and  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  post.  Hull  doubted 
his  ability  to  sustain  a  siege  with  his  meager  force,  and  supplies  fast 
diminishing.  The  British  were  already  in  the  town,  advancing  toward 
the  fort  in  solid  column,  twelve  deep.  A  dark  and  fiendish  war-cloud 
hung  upon  every  side,  and  the  British  general  had  significantly  remarked 
in  his  note,  "  The  Indians  who  have  attached  themselves  to  my  troops 
will  be  beyond  my  control  the  moment  the  contest  begins." 

Hull  shuddered  at  the  prospect  of  consigning  the  innocent  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  and  country,  who  thronged  the  fort  for  protection,  to 
barbarities  from  which  the  stoutest  heart  would  turn  with  sickening 
horror.  His  daughter  and  her  children  were  there,  and  the  wives  and 
children  of  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Detroit ;  also  clergymen  and 
non-combatants.  Believing  resistance  would  be  in  vain,  it  seemed  crimi- 
nal rather  than  brave  to  sacrifice  so  much  human  life.  He  was  pacing 
the  parade  backward  and  forward  in  acute  mental  agony,  when  a  cannon- 
ball  bounded  into  the  fort,  killing  instantly  Captain  Hancks  of  Fort 
Mackinaw,  Lieutenant  Sibley,  and  Dr.  Eeynolds,  who  had  accompanied 
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Hull's  sick  from  Maumee  to  Detroit  —  besides  wounding  several  others. 
Women  were  bespattered  with  blood  and  quickly  carried  to  the  bomb-proof 
vault  for  safety.     A  moment  later  the  white  flag  was  raised. 

The  capitulation  included  the  detachments  of  Cass  and  McArthur,  the 
command  and  convoy  under  Brush  at  the  Raisin,  and  indeed  the  whole 
territory  of  Michigan.  Cass  and  McArthur,  with  three  hundred  men,  had 
been  sent  to  endeavor  by  a  circuitous  route  to  open  communication  with 
Brush ;  but  getting  entangled  in  a  swamp,  with  nothing  to  eat  for  two 
days  but  a  few  potatoes  and  green  pumpkins,  they  returned  to  Detroit 
just  as  affairs  had  reached  the  crisis.  Their  wrath  may  be  better  imagined 
than  described.  They  were  brave  and  capable  officers,  and  unwilling  to 
consider  themselves  beaten.  The  whole  army  was  in  a  fury  of  disappoint- 
ment, and  the  surrender  was  particularly  hard  on  the  fresh  troops  who 
had  not  yet  come  in  sight  of  the  smoke  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

Immediately  upon  Hull's  exchange  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  for 
treason,  cowardice,  and  neglect  of  duty ;  acquitted  of  the  first,  he  was 
sentenced  to  be  shot  for  the  last  two.  He  was  pardoned,  however,  by  the 
President,  luit  dismissed  the  service. 

While  Hull  stood  doubting  whether  he  should  err  on  the  side  of 
humanity  or  valor,  hemmed  in  by  a  foe  of  unkuoAvn  strength  upon  all 
sides,  the  site  of  what  is  now  Michigan  Avenue  in  the  wonderful  city  of 
Chicago,  was  the  scene  of  a  shocking  massacre.  Fort  Dearborn,  built  by 
the  United  States  Government  in  1804  near  the  junction  of  the  Chicago 
River  and  Lake  Michigan,  was  garrisoned  by  fifty -four  men  under  Cap- 
tain Nathan  Heald.  It  was  a  solitary  post  in  the  vast  wilderness,  far 
from  the  frontiers,  and  Hull  ordered  its  evacuation  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
the  fate  of  Fort  Mackinaw ;  the  message  was  conveyed  from  Fort  Wayne 
by  a  Pottawatomie  chief  who  was  on  amicable  terms  with  John  Kinzie, 
the  first  white  settler  of  Chicago.^     The  garrison  were  directed  to  march 

1  The  Indians  said  "  the  first  white  man  who  settled  here  was  a  negro  "  —  referring  to 
Jean  Baptist  Point  an  Sable,  a  mulatto  from  St.  Domingo,  who  built  a  little  house  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Chicago  River,  opposite  the  fort,  in  1796  ;  the  same  dwelling  which  Mr. 
Kinzie  subsequently  enlarged  and  occupied  for  many  years  with  his  young  family,  enjoying 
the  friendship,  trade,  and  confidence  of  the  Indians.  He  planted  some  fine  Lombardy  poplars 
in  front,  and  cultivated  a  garden  and  orchard  in  the  rear.  John  Kinzie  was  born  m  Quebec 
in  1763.  He  was  the  only  offspring  of  his  mother's  second  marriage.  His  father  died  while 
he  was  an  infant,  and  his  mother  married  a  third  time,  and  with  her  husband,  Mr.  Forsythe, 
removed  to  New  York  City.  At  ten  years  of  age  j'oung  Kinzie  was  placed  in  a  school  at 
Williamsburg  ;  but  he  ran  away  after  a  short  period,  and  reached  Quebec.  He  became  a 
trader,  and  established  numerous  trading-houses.  In  1800  he  married  the  widow  of  Colonel 
McKillup,  a  British  officer  killed  at  Fort  Miami,  on  the  Maumee  River,  at  the  time  of  Wayne's 
appearance  there  in  1794.  Her  daughter  was  the  young  wife  of  Lieutenant  Helm.  Three 
children  were  with  her  in  the  boat  on  the  day  of  the  massacre,  John  H.  Kinzie,  Robert  A. 
Kinzie,  and  a  daughter  who  became  the  wife  of  General  David  Hunter.  —  Lossincf. 
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through  the  woods  to  Fort  Wayne,  and  thence  to  Detroit.  The  friendly 
Indian  messenger  warned  Captain  Heald  against  the  perilous  undertaking. 
The  savages  all  through  the  Western  country  were  restless,  sullen,  and 
blood-thirsty.  Mr.  Kinzie  remonstrated.  The  younger  officers  in  the 
fort,  Lieutenant  Helm,  son-in-law  of  Mrs.  Kinzie,  and  Ensign  Eonan, 
urged  their  commander  to  remain,  strengthen  the  fort,  and  defy  the 
Indians  until  relief  could  reach  them.  But  Heald  said  he  must  obey 
orders.     Thus  arrangements  were  made  for  departure. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  the  same  bright  morning  that  Detroit  was  sur- 
rendered, the  gate  of  the  Chicago  fort  was  thrown  open,  and  a 
little  mournful  procession  emerged,  and  slowly  moved  in  an 
easterly  direction  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  heroic  Mrs. 
Heald  rode  a  handsome  horse  by  the  side  of  her  husband ;  Mrs.  Helm 
and  the  other  ladies  were  also  mounted.  Captain  Wells,  Mrs.  Heald's 
uncle,  who  had  married  an  Indian  princess  and  been  made  a  chief  amonff 
the  Miamis,  galloped  across  the  country  with  a  few  of  his  tribe  to  assist 
in  defending  the  fort ;  but,  finding  himself  too  late,  he  could  only  place 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  doomed  party  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent 
slaughter.  Mr.  Kinzie  was  also  present,  hoping  by  his  personal  influence 
to  soften,  if  he  could  not  avert,  the  impending  blow.  His  family  were  in 
a  boat  in  charge  of  a  friendly  Indian.  As  the  travelers  ueared  the 
sand-hills  between  the  prairie  and  the  beach,  their  escort  of  treacherous 
Pottawatomies,  under  Blackbird,  filed  to  the  right  and  disappeared  behind 
the  little  hillocks.  In  the  next  breath  they  commenced  an  assault.  It 
was  a  hand-to-hand  encounter,  short  and  desperate,  a  life-and-death  strug- 
gle —  a  battle  in  the  open  field  —  fifty-four  soldiers,  twelve  civilians,  and 
four  or  five  women,  fighting  full  five  hundred  Indian  warriors.  Captain 
Wells  said  to  his  niece,  Mrs.  Heald,  as  he  saw  the  nature  of  the  conflict, 
"  We  have  not  the  slightest  chance  for  life,"  and  dashed  forward  to  fight 
with  the  rest,  while  his  cowardly  Miamis  fled  over  the  prairies  and  away 
as  if  the  evil  spirit  was  at  their  heels.  A  fiendish  young  savage  sprang 
into  a  wagon  in  which  were  twelve  children,  and  tomahawked  them  all ! 
Captain  Wells  saw  the  bloody  deed,  and  was  off  towards  the  Indian  en- 
campment with  the  speed  of  a  whirlwind,  exclaiming,  "  If  that  is  their 
game,  butchering  women  and  children,  I  '11  kill  too."  Swift-footed  war- 
riors pursued  and  shot  him.'  Knowing  the  temper  and  practices  of  the 
savages  well,  he  taunted  them  after  he  fell  with  the  most  insulting  epi- 
thets in  order  to  provoke  them  to  kill  him  instantly,  and  thus  to  escape 

1  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Captain  William  Wells  who.se  life  was  as  romantic  and  heroic  as 
its  termination  was  tragic,  married  in  1821,  Judge  James  Wolcott,  a  resident  of  Maumee 
City  from  1826  until  his  death  in  1873. 
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being  reserved  for  the  torture,  in  which  he  succeeded.  A  tomahawk  was 
plunged  into  his  head,  his  heart  was  cut  out,  and  a  portion  of  it  eaten 
with  exuberant  delight.  Mrs.  Heald  received  seven  bullet-wounds  ;  but, 
although  faint  and  bleeding,  she  managed  to  keep  her  saddle.  The  Indi- 
ans wished  to  save  her  horse,  and  only  aimed  at  the  rider.  Dr.  Van 
Voorhees,  a  brilliant  young  New  York  surgeon  from  Fishkill,  was  among 
the  slain  ;  also  the  brave  Ensign  Eonan,  who  wielded  his  sword  to  the 
last.  Mrs.  Helm  had  a  deadly  strife  with  a  stalwart  savage  who  struck 
at  her  with  a  tomahawk.  She  sprang  aside,  receiving  the  blow  in  her 
shoulder  ;  at  the  same  instant  she  seized  him  about  the  neck  and  tried  to 
grasp  his  scalping-knife,  which  hung  in  a  sheath  by  his  side.  While  thus 
struggling  she  was  dragged  from  her  antagonist  by  another  savage,  who 
bore  her,  despite  her  desperate  resistance,  to  the  margin  of  the  lake  and 
threw  her  in,  but  held  her  so  that  she  could  not  drown.  She  presently 
perceived  that  she  was  supported  by  a  friendly  hand.  It  was  a  chief  who 
had  saved  her.  When  the  firing  ceased  he  conducted  her. to  the  prairie, 
where  she  met  her  step-father,  Mr.  Kinzie,  and  heard  that  her  husband 
w^as  safe.  The  wife  of  one  of  the  soldiers  fought  desperately,  and  suppos- 
ing that  all  prisoners  were  reserved  for  torture,  suffered  herself  to  be 
literally  cut  in  pieces.  Mrs.  Holt,  whose  husband  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  beginning,  received  from  him  his  sword,  and  used  it  so  skillfully 
while  a  half-dozen  warriors  were  all  trying  at  once  to  dismount  her  and 
secure  her  high-spirited  horse,  that  other  Indians  shouted,  "Don't  hurt 
her  ! "  She  suddenly  w^heeled  her  horse  and  rode  furiously  over  the 
prairie,  but  was  checked  by  the  savages;  and  while  three  of  them  engaged 
her  in  front,  a  powerful  fellow  seized  her  by  the  neck  and  dragged  her 
backward  to  the  ground.  She  was  carried  into  captivity,  but  afterwards 
ransomed.  The  wounded  captives  were  nearly  all  scalped  after  Captain 
Hea;ld  went  through  the  ceremony  of  a  surrender.  Mrs.  Heald  herself 
escaped  scalping  in  this  last  horrible  moment  only  through  the  interces- 
sion of  Mrs.  Kinzie,  who  sent  a  trusty  Indian  servant  to  offer  a  mule  as 
a  ransom,  and  the  Indian  increased  the  bribe  with  two  bottles  of  whiskey. 
As  this  was  more  than  her  beautiful  scalp  would  bring  at  Maiden,  she  was 
released,  and  concealed  in  Mrs.  Kinzie's  boat  from  the  avaricious  eyes  of 
other  scalp-hunters.  All  the  civilians  were  killed  except  Mr.  Kinzie  and 
his  sons,  all  the  officers  except  Captain  Heald  and  Lieutenant  Helm,  two 
thirds  or  more  of  the  soldiers,  and  twelve  children.  The  prisoners  were 
divided  among  their  captors.^ 

^  Dr.  John  Cooper  of  New  York,  a  native  of  Fislikill,  was  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
Dr.  Van  Voorhees  at  Fort  Dearborn.  They  were  cUissmates,  and  when  Dr.  Cooper  resigned, 
in  1811,  Dr   Van  Voorhees  was  appohited  in  his  stead. 
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On  the  day  after  tlie  massacre  the  fort  was  burned,  and  the  site  of 
Chicago  left  in  desolation  for  the  next  four  years.  Blackbird  and  his 
savage  horde  pressed  immediately  towards  Fort  Wayne  and  Fort 
Harrison  on  the  Wabash,  encouraged  by  private  emissaries  from 
Tecumseh,  who  was  strong  in  the  hope  of  establishing  a  confederacy  for 
the  complete  expulsion  of  the  white  inhabitants  north  and  west  of  the 
Ohio  Eiver,  the  principal  tribes  of  the  region  having  already  united. 

It  was  a  black  day  for  New  York  when  intelligence  of  these  several  dis- 
asters reached  the  city — Fort  Mackinaw  and  Detroit  surrendered,  Chicago 
annihilated,  and  the  remaining  strongholds  in  Ohio  beleaguered  1  The 
folly  of  the  War  Department  in  commencing  hostile  operations  before  ob- 
taining control  of  the  lakes  was  apparent.  Eegrets  were  of  no  use  in  the 
emergency.  The  mischief  was  to  be  remedied.  New  York  must  strain 
every  nerve,  or  devastating  war  would  cross  her  borders.  The  whole  coun- 
try was  profoundly  agitated.  Sparsely  settled  Ohio  heaved  like  a  storm- 
smitten  ocean  in  its  wrath,  and  men  of  every  class  and  condition  in  life 
flocked  to  the  recruitino-  stations  and  offered  their  services.  Before  the 
1st  of  October,  Kentuck\ 
had  more  than  seven  thou 
sand  of  her  sons  in  tin 
field.  Gen.  William  Htnn 
Harrison,  governor  of  huh 
ana,  was  assigned  to  the 
chief  command. 

The    great    inland    seas 
were   of    the    first    con-^c 
quence.     A  navy  must  be 
created   upon  them.      But 
how  ?    Could  ships  be  budt 
in  a  newly  settled  countn 
where  nothing  could  be  su]) 
plied  but  timber  ?     Ea  ei  \ 
thing  else  would   have  to 
be  transported  from  Alba- 
ny  at   vast    expense,   and 
much  of  the  way  through 

the       original        wilderness.  Captain  Isaac  Chauncey. 

And  how  could  war-vessels  be  launched  upon  waters  controlled  by  the 
enemy  ?  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Bensselaer's  masterly  diplomacy  enabled 
the  government  to  begin  the  herculean  enterprise.  Captain  Isaac 
Chauncey,  at  the  head  of  the  New  York  navy-yard,  and  one  of  the  best 
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practical  seamen  of  his  time,  was  commissioned  (August  31)  to  the  chief 
command  over  the  waters  of  the  lakes,  with  directions  to  superintend  the 
forming  of  a  navy.  He  was  admirably  fitted  for  the  post,  energetic,  fear- 
less, industrious,  and  his  experience  as  commander  of  the  merchant- vessels 
of  John  Jacob  Astor  on  several  successful  voyages  to  the  East  Indies,  as 
well  as  his  conspicuous  gallantry  in  naval  engagements  off  Tripoli,  and 
elsewhere,  inspired  public  confidence.  Within  a  week  he  sent  Henry 
Eckford,  the  famous  New  York  ship-builder,  with  forty  ship-carpenters 
to  Lake  Ontario.  Others  soon  followed.  Commander  Woolsey  was  or- 
dered to  purchase  for  immediate  use  the  merchant-schooners  which  had 
come  from  Ogdensburg,  as  before  mentioned,  and  these  were  transformed 
into  war- vessels  with  marvelous  expedition  and  skill.  On  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, one  hundred  officers  and  seamen,  with  guns  and  other  munitions 
of  war  left  New  York  for  Sackett's  Harbor.  Cliauncey  arrived  there  in 
person  on  the  6th  of  October.^ 

To  create  a  fleet  upon  Lake  Erie,  separated  from  Lake  Ontario  by  the 
impassable  cataract  of  Niagara,  vessels  must  be  constructed  on  its 

Oct.  6.  ^  O        ' 

shores  ;  and  Chauncey  sent  Jesse  Duncan  Elliott,  a  young  naval 
lieutenant  of  thirty,  to  choose  a  point  for  a  dock-yard  (with  the  advice  of 
General  Van  Eeusselaer)  and  to  purchase  any  number  of  merchant- vessels 
or  boats  that  might  be  converted  into  ships  of  war  or  gunboats,  and  build 
others.  The  work  was  going  forward  briskly  at  pjlack  Eock,  two  miles  below 
Buffalo,  when,  on  the  8tli  of  October,  two  British  vessels,  the  Detroit  and 
the  Caledonia,  appeared  in  front  of  Fort  Erie,  and  Elliott  resolved  upon 
their  capture.  Tiiat  very  day  a  detachment  of  seamen  for  service  under 
him  had  arrived  from  New  York  City.  They  were  unarmed,  but  Lieuten- 
ant-colonel Winfield  Scott,  who  was  stationed  witli  the  artillery 

Oct.  9.  '  '^ 

at  Black  Eock,  borrowed  pistols,  swords,  and  sabres  for  their 
use,  and  an  expedition  consisting  of  one  hundred  men  divided  eqiially  in 
two  boats,  embarked  in  strict  silence  at  midnight  and  passed  into  the 
gloom,  returning  three  hours  later,  having  in  the  interim  surprised  and 
captured  both  vessels.  "  In  less  than  ten  minutes,"  wrote  Elliott,  "  I  had 
the  prisoners  all  seized,  the  topsails  sheeted  home,  and  tlie  vessels  under 
weigh."  The  Detroit  was  a  prize  captured  by  the  British  at  Detroit  when 
Hull  surrendered.  She  was  retaken  by  the  boat  conducted  by  Elliott  in 
person,  assisted  by  Isaac  Eoach,  lieutenant  of  artillery ;  Imt  grounding, 
was  burned  to  prevent  recapture.  The  Caledonia,  of  two  guns,  with  a 
cargo  of  furs  valued  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  was  captured  by 

1  Lossing's  Field  Book  nf  tl,r  War,  p.  371  ;  HildretKs  United  States,  Vol.  VI.  p.  356  ; 
Rimdall's  State  of  Ncin  York,  p.  173  ;  Cooper  s  Naval  History  of  the  United  States  ;  Baincs' 
French  Revolution  ;   Thompson's  Hisforii  if  tin-  Si-eovd  Wor  :  Ensf  mini's  Neiu  Vorl: 
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the  second  boat  under  Sailing-master  Watts,  assisted  by  Captain  Nathan 
Towson,  and  was  brought  off  in  triumph.  This  vessel  became  the  nucleus 
of  the  American  naval  force  on  Lake  Erie.  Several  of  the  residents  of 
Buffalo  were  engaged  in  the  brilliant  exploit.  The  display  of  lights  to 
illuminate  the  return  of  the  victors,  together  with  the  shouts  of  the  citi- 
zens, called  every  British  officer  and  soldier  to  his  post. 

Meanwhile  the  soldiers  stationed  along  the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver  were 
reinforced  largely  from  the  New  York  militia ;  and  they  were  not  idle, 
although  no  very  important  service  was  performed  in  that  quarter  during 
the  remainder  of  1812.  Bloomfield  guarded  the  approaches  into  New 
York  through  Lake  Champlain,  with  a  command  of  regulars.  Smyth, 
also  of  the  regular  army,  and  at  that  time  inspector-general,  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  Buffalo.  Van  Eensselaer  had  been  charged  with  the  invasion 
of  Canada  ;  but  he  had  not  hitherto  been  provided  with  sufficient  support 
to  justify  courting  a  battle.  He  endeavored  in  vain  to  counsel  with 
Smyth,  who,  being  an  aspirant  for  the  chief  command,  did  not  relish 
obedience  to  a  militia  general.  Van  Rensselaer  thought  Smyth's  conduct 
engendered  a  spirit  of  insubordination  fatal  to  the  harmony  and  concert  of 
military  movements.  But  his  army  clamored  to  be  led  against  the  enemy, 
and  he  was,  moreover,  satisfied  that  the  proper  time  for  invading  Canada 
had  arrived.  On  the  10th  of  October  he  made  arrangements  to 
assail  Queenstown  at  three  o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
which  gave  umbrage  to  some  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army.  During 
the  evening  thirteen  large  boats  were  brought  down  from  Gill's  Creek, 
two  miles  above  Niagara  Falls,  and  placed  in  the  river  at  Lewiston  land- 
ing, under  cover  of  intense  darkness.  In  the  midst  of  a  furious  storm  of 
wind  and  rain,  six  hundred  troops  stood  at  the  place  of  embarkation  with 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  at  their  head.  Lieutenant  Sims,  who  had  been 
selected  to  command  the  flotilla,  entered  the  foremost  boat  and  dis- 
appeared. He  had  taken  nearly  all  the  oars  with  him,  thus  the  other 
boats  could  not  follow !  They  waited  for  him  to  discover  his  mistake 
and  return,  but  in  vain.  He  moored  his  boat  upon  the  other  side,  and 
fled. 

The  storm  had  no  sooner  ceased  than  preparations  were  made  for  the 
second  attempt  at  invasion.     The  boats  remained  two  days  in  full 
view  of  the  British,  who  supposed  their  appearance  a  feint,  and 
that  they  were  intended  to  carry  an  armament  down  the  river  against  Fort 
George. 

To  render  success  more  certain,  Smyth  agreed  to  furnish  an  additional 
number  of  boats,  and  to  cross  the  river  himself  with  seven  hundred  regu- 
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lars,  and  attack  Fort  George  at  a  preconcerted  momeut.^  The  embarka- 
tion took  place  just  after  midnight,  but  Smyth  failed  to  perform  either 
promise.  The  thirteen  boats  were  not  able  to  carry  more  than  about  one 
half  of  the  troops,  and  three  of  the  thirteen  missed  their  destination. 
The  watchful  enemy  discovered  the  approach  of  the  Americans  by  the 
sound  of  their  oars,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  them  from  the  top  of  the 
bank.  Lovett,  Van  Rensselaer's  secretary,  was  in  charge  of  the  eighteen- 
gun  battery  on  the  heights  of  Lewiston,  the  balls  of  which  were  to  pass 
over  the  heads  of  the  assaulting  party,  and  he  promptly  answered  the  first 
volley  of  musketry,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  turn.  It  being  dark,  he 
stooped  close  to  the  gun  to  observe  his  aim,  and  when  it  was  suddenly 
discharged  the  concussion  so  injured  his  ears  that  he  never  recovered  his 
hearing.  Colonel  Van  Eensselaer  was  the  first  mau  to  spring  ashore,  on 
a  large  rock  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and  as  soon  as  his  troops  had  landed, 
the  boats  were  sent  back  for  the  remainder  of  the  six  hundred  and  forty 
men  detailed  for  the  battle. 

"  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,"  wrote  General  Wilkinson  to  the 
►Secretary  of  War,  "  formed  under  a  very  warm  fire,  climbed  the  bank  aud 
routed  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  without  firing  a  gun." 
Within  a  few  moments  after  the  lauding.  Colonel  Van  Eensselaer  was 
riddled  with  balls  and  disabled,  but  with  great  presence  of  mind  he 
ordered  John  Ellis  Wool,  then  a  young  captain  of  twenty-four,  already 
wounded  and  bleeding  but  eager  for  action,  to  pursue  the  enemy  with  all 
possible  speed  and  storm  the  fort,  explaining  to  him  by  what  route  he 
could  avoid  the  fire  of  the  British  artillery.  The  daring  object  was  gal- 
lantly accomplished,  and  the  enemy  driven  down  the  hill  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  with  the  rising  of  the  sun,  the  American  flag  was  planted  on  the 
British  works.  In  this  remarkable  combat  not  a  single  officer  was 
engaged  of  higher  rank  than  a  captain.  Chrystie,  of  the  regular  army, 
the  second  in  command  of  the  expedition,  was  in  one  of  three  boats  that, 
missing  their  way  on  the  river,  were  drifted  by  the  eddies  back  to  the 
New  York  shore  aud  he  had  not  yet  arrived  upon  the  field.  Fenwick,  com- 
mander of  the  flying  artillery,  was  wounded  on  the  passage.  The  valiant 
Lieutenants,  Gansevoort  and  Eandolph  of  the  artillery,  led  the  way  up 
the  mountain,  and  Major  Stephen  Lush,  Van  Eensselaer's  aid,  brought  up 
the  rear,  with  orders  to  shoot  down  the  first  man  who  offered  to  give  way. 

Sir  Isaac  Brock,  at  Fort  George,  was  wakened  by  the  cannonading,  aud, 
calling  for  his  favorite  horse,  rode  to  Queenstown  at  full  speed,  performing 
the  journey  of  seven  miles  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour.     He  was  just 
in  time  to  see  the  stars  and  stripes  unfurled  over  his  fallen  fortress  ! 
1  Mrs.  Bouncy' s  Legacy  of  Historical  Gleaiimffs,  p.  252. 
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He  quickly  rallied  his  demoralized  troops  and  led  them  in  person,  six 
hundred  strong,  to  retake  what  they  had  lost.  The  battle  was  long,  obsti- 
nate, and  one  of  the  most  thrilling  on  record.  Deeds  of  heroism  and  valor 
were  displayed  by  young  officers  and  men  never  before  exposed  to  fire,  which 
would  have  done  everlasting  honor  to  veterans  in  military  science.  Had 
the  little  band  of  heroes  on  the  heights  been  promptly  supported,  according 
to  the  programme  mapped  out  with  consummate  generalship  by  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer,  who  had  full  knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  British 
through  his  several  official  visits  to  their  headquarters  during  the  summer 
and  had  provided  for  every  contingency,  the  result  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  a  decisive  victory.  Captain  Wool  sent  forward  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  to  check  the  approach  of  Brock.  They  were  driven  back,  then  rein- 
forced and  charged  a  second  time,  again  pushed  backward  to  the  verge  of 
the  precipice  which  overlooked  the  deep  chasm  of  the  swift-flowing  river, 
and  in  this  critical  position  Captain  Ogilvie  raised  a  white  handkerchief 
on  the  point  of  a  bayonet  in  token  of  surrender ;  but  Wool,  springing  for- 
ward, snatched  it  away  indignantly  with  his  own  hand,  then  waving  his 
sword  led  his  comrades  once  more  into  the  desperate  and  doubtful  con- 
test with  a  greatly  superior  force  commanded  by  the  ablest  general  in  the 
British  service;  and  with  such  impetuosity  that  the  enemy  broke  and 
fled  down  the  hill  in  dire  dismay.  Sir  Isaac  was  amazed  and  chagrined. 
He  shouted  to  his  favorite  grenadiers,  "  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  seen 
the  Forty-nintli  turn  their  backs  ! "  In  attempting  to  rally  them  he  re- 
ceived his  death-wound,  and  fell  from  his  horse  at  the  foot  of  the  slope. 
McDonnell,  the  brilliant  and  promising  young  attorney-general  of  Upper 
Canada,  assumed  command,  and  charged  up  the  hill  with  fresh  troops. 
He  too  was  killed.  After  three  distinct  and  bloody  battles  within  the 
space  of  five  hours,  both  parties  fighting  with  marvelous  bravery,  tlie 
British  fell  back  a  mile  in  some  confusion,  leaving  the  intrepid  Ameri- 
cans in  possession  of  the  heights.^ 

Meanwhile  reinforcements  and  supplies  were  crossing  the  river  slowly 

1  John  Ellis  "Wool,  born  at  Xewburg,  Orange  County,  New  York,  in  17S8,  was  the  son  of 
one  of  the  brave  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  went  up  the  hill  with  Wayne  at  the  storming 
of  Stony  Point  in  1779.  He  had  raised  a  company  in  Troy  during  the  summer  of  1812,  and 
in  September  his  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Chrystie,  was  ordered  to  the  Niagara 
frontier.  His  gallant  conduct  at  the  storming  of  Queenstown  led  to  his  promotion  ;  and  he 
subsequently  arose  to  great  distinction.  Among  the  noble  young  officers  who  participated 
in  the  morning  battles,  were  Henry  B.  Armstrong,  son  of  General  John  and  Alida  Livingston 
Armstrong,  Richard  M.  Malcolm,  Peter  Ogilive,  and  Stephen  Watts  Kearny,  grandson  of 
Hon.  John  and  Anne  De  Lancey  Watts  of  New  York  City,  afterwards  conqueror  and  gov- 
ernor of  California,  to  whom  Chrystie  presented  his  sword  upon  the  field  for  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry. Lieutenant  Rathbone,  Ensign  Robert  Morris,  and  Lieutenant  Valleau  of  New  York 
were  killed.  Nearly  all  of  the  men  led  to  the  first  assault  were  native  New-Yorkers. 
VOL.  II.  26 
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and  with  much  difficulty  —  owing  to  the  constant  fire  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  boats.  General  Wadsworth,  and  shortly  after  him  Lieutenant-colonel 
Winfield  Scott,  appeared  upon  the  scene,  the  latter  having  hurried  from  his 
post  to  offer  himself  as  a  volunteer  —  and  received  permission  from  General 
Van  Rensselaer  to  assume  chief  command  in  place  of  Colonel  Van  Rensse- 
laer, who  had  been  carried  bleeding  to  Lewiston.  Meeting  Wadsworth  un- 
expectedly, Scott  proposed  to  limit  his  own  command  to  the  regulars,  but 
the  high-minded  brigadier  objected  ;  "  You,  sir,  know  professionally  what 
ought  to  be  done,"  he  said  ;  "  I  am  here  for  the  honor  of  my  country  and 
that  of  the  New  York  militia."  ^  Chrystie  also  arrived  about  the  same 
time  and  ordered  Wool  across  the  river  to  have  his  wounds  dressed.  An 
effort  was  made  to  fortify  the  position  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Totten  of  the  engineers.  But  the  time  was  flying,  and  before  much  could  be 
done,  a  cloud  of  dusky  warriors  swept  along  the  brow  of  the  mountain  with 
a  furious  war-whoop ;  Scott,  with  the  form  of  a  giant  and  the  voice  of  a  trum- 
pet, inspired  his  men  to  raise  a  shout  and  fall  upon  them  and  with  such  fury 
that  they  fled  in  terror.  Chief  John  Brant,  a  young,  lithe,  graceful  sou  of 
the  great  Mohawk  warrior,  only  eighteen,  dressed,  painted,  and  plumed  in 
Indian  style  from  head  to  foot,  led  the  forest  warriors,  who  were  soon  rallied 
and  returned  to  the  assault,  but  were  again  driven  down  the  heights.  All 
at  once  the  roads  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  were  aglow  with  scarlet. 
General  Sheaffe,  succeeding  Brock  in  command,  was  coming  from  Fort 
George  with  extensive  reinforcements.  The  patroon  was  himself  upon 
Queenstown  heights  at  this  juncture,  but  hastened  over  the  river  accom- 
panied by  Major  Lovett,  to  urge  forward  his  own  reinforcements.  To  his 
surprise  and  deep  mortification  the  militia,  who  had  been  so  brave  in 
speech  and  clamorous  to  be  led  against  the  enemy,  refused  to  embark. 
Tliey  quailed  before  the  sight  of  the  wounded  brought  across  the  river, 
the  groans  <d  the  dying,  the  fewness  of  the  boats  (several  of  the  original 
thirteen  having  been  lost),  together  with  the  new  danger  approaching ; 
and  rather  than  be  killed,  or  made  cripples  for  life,  they  determined  to 
forego  their  chances  of  military  honors.  They  fell  back  upon  their  con- 
stitutional rights,  denying  Van  Rensselaer's  authority  to  march  them  out 
of  their  own  State  into  Canada.  He  rode  up  and  down  among  them  in 
great  excitement,  alternately  threatening  and  pleading;  Lieutenant-colonel 
Henry  Bloom  who  had  returned  wounded,  mounted  his  horse  and  ex- 

'  General  William  Wadsworth  was  a  large  land-owner  on  the  Genesee  River,  in  joint 
ownership  with  liis  brother,  James  Wadsworth  ;  the  latter  originated  the  first  Normal 
School  in  New  York  in  1811.  They  were  both  natives  of  Durham,  Connecticut,  purchasing 
these  wild  lands  in  New  York  in  1790.  James  Wadsworth  founded  and  endowed  a  library 
and  institution  for  scientific  lectures  at  Genesee.  His  philanthropic  gifts  to  the  cause  of 
education  in  New  York  exceeded  ninety  thousand  dollars. 
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horted,  swore  and  prayed — still  the  troops  would  not  move;  Judge  I*eck 
happening  to  be  at  Lewiston,  "  appeared,"  wrote  Lovett,  "  from  whence  I 
know  not,  wearing  a  large  cocked  hat  and  long  sword  with  a  broad  white 
belt,  and  preached  and  prayed,  but  all  in  vain."  The  men  were  positive 
in  their  refusal.  At  this  moment  many  of  the  boatmen  fled  panic- 
stricken,  and  the  remaining  boats  were  dispersed.  The  battle  opened  at 
four  o'clock  and  raged  for  half  an  hour  with  terrible  effect.  Scott  was 
in  full  dress  uniform,  and  being  taller  and  more  conspicuous  than  any 
oflicer  present  the  Indians  fired  at  him  incessantly  and  wondered  that 
they  could  not  hit  him.  Without  succor  from  any  source,  and  ammunition 
failing,  the  Americans  were  finally  compelled  to  surrender.  Nearly  a 
thousand  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  two  thirds  of  whom  were 
found  concealed  on  British  soil  among  the  rocks  and  bushes  below  tlie 
banks,  not  having  been  in  the  action  at  all. 

All  Canada  mourned  for  General  Sir  Isaac  Brock.  An  armistice  of 
three  days  enabled  the  belligerent  commanders  to  exchange  humane  cour- 
tesies. At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  at  the  funeral  of  Canada's 
beloved  governor  and  commander,  minute  guns  were  fired  by  order  of 
General  Van  Eensselaer  from  the  American  batteries  at  Lewiston,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  a  brave  enemy. 

Governor  Tompkins,  accompanied  by  Eobert  Macomb  and  John  W. 
Livingston,  arrived  at  headquarters  just  after  the  battle,  and  General  Van 
Eensselaer,  disgusted  with  the  jealousies  of  some  of  the  ofiicers  and  the 
recent  conduct  of  the  militia,  solicited  and  obtained  permission  to  leave 
the  service.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  Niagara  frontier 
by  General  Smyth,  who  promised  so  much  and  performed  so  little  that 
he  became  the  target  for  satire  and  ridicule  by  all  parties.  Little  was 
heard  along  the  frontier  for  the  next  month  except  the  sonorous  cadences 
of  his  proclamations.  He  was  going  to  invade  Canada  and  conquer  the 
whole  British  empire.  He  prepared  with  much  noise,  but  it  all  came  to 
nothing.  General  Peter  B.  Porter  of  the  New  York  militia  accused  him  of 
cowardice  and  a  duel  ensued.  These  two  officers  exchanged  shots  at  twelve 
paces  distance  and  both  escaped  unhurt,  after  which  they  were  reconciled 
by  their  seconds.  Smyth  was  soon  dismissed  from  the  service.  Colonel 
Solomon  Van  Eensselaer's  life  was  in  extreme  peril  for  five  days  after  the 
battle ;  a  cot  was  finally  rigged  with  cross-bars  and  side-poles,  upon  which 
he  was  carried  to  Buffalo  by  a  party  of  riflemen  who,  indeed,  expressed 
their  readiness  to  bear  him  on  their  shoulders  from  Buffalo  to  Albany. 
When  late  in  November  he  reached  his  home  near  Albany,  he  was  met 
in  the  suburbs  by  a  cavalcade  of  citizens,  and  received  with  the  honors 
of  a  victor. 
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In  the  inuntli  of  September  a  convention  of  Federalists  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  assembled  in  New  York  City  to  decide  upon 
the  course  the  party  should  pursue  in  the  coming  Presidential  election. 
They  met  privately  with  closed  doors,  and  three  days  were  con- 
sumed in  spirited  debates.  It  was  agreed  that  New  York,  whose 
capital  and  frontiers  were  alike  threatened  by  the  enemy,  deserved  a 
President  in  whom  she  could  trust,  and  one  who  would  be  able  by  his 
executive  talents  to  make  up  for  the  want  of  forecast  and  capacity  hitherto 
exhibited  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Various  speakers  dwelt  upon  the 
impropriety  of  congressional  nominations  resulting,  as  they  always  did,  in 
the  selection  of  a  Virginian  for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  nation. 
De  Witt  Clinton,  one  of  New  York's  most  distinguished  sons,  was  a  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency,  and  he  was  an  advocate  of  peace,  the  door  of 
which  now  stood  open  in  the  repeal  of  the  British  orders  in  council. 
It  was  finally  resolved  to  adopt  Clinton  as  the  Federal  candidate.  Jared 
Ingersoll,  attorney-general  of  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Jared  IngersoU  of  Con- 
necticut and  Stamp  Act  fame,  became  the  candidate  for  Vice-President. 
Thus  the  Presidential  election,  so  disastrously  utilized  to  bring  on  the 
war,  promised  an  unusual  amount  of  bitter  wrangling. 

The  governors  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  Caleb  Strong  and 
Eoger  Griswold,^  positively  refused  to  accede  to  the  President's  call  (in 


I  Roger  GriswolJ,  govuiiior  of  Connecticut  in  1812  —  bom  at  Old  Lyme  in  1762  —  was 
the  son  of  Governor  Matthew  Griswold,  grandson  of  Governor  Roger  Woloott,  nephew  of 
the  first  Govei'nor  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  first  cousin  of  the  second  Oliver  Wolcott,  Secretary 


of  the  Treasu 
necticut.  The  mother 
the  famous  Ursula  Wol- 
Wolcott  note  on  page 
593)  ;  thus  surrounded 
army,  judicial  lumina- 
tives,  he  was  more  lit- 
breeding  a  statesman, 
his  time  in  the  country. 
Griswold,  the  first  mag- 
colony,  descended  from 
of  Malvern  Hall,  near 
Coming  to  this  country 
of  the  British  noblemen 
found  the  great  city  of 
mouth  of  the  Connecti- 
Wolcott,  daughter  of 
Wolcott  ;  their  son, 
tied   upon   the   fief  or 


also   governor  of  Con- 
^^^  of  Roger  Griswold  was 

)j^  cott,  mentioned  in  the 

"^^  358  (see  also  Vol.  I.  p. 
with  a  gubernatorial 
ries,  and  scholarly  rela- 
erally  by  birth  and 
than  any  other  man  of 
His  ancestor,  Matthew 
istrate  of  the  Saybrook 
Sir  Matthew  Griswold 
Lyme  Regis,  England, 
in  1639,  in  the  interests 
who  were  scheming  to 
the  New  World  at  the 
cut,  he  married  Anna 
the  pioneer,  Henry 
Matthew  Griswold,  set- 
feudal     grant     to    the 


Griswold  Arms. 

Griswolds,  ever  since  known  as  Black  Hall,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Old  Lyme  in 
1666.    He  had  eleven  children  ;  one  daughter  married  Edmund  Dorr,  and  among  her  descend- 
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June)  for  detachments  of  militia  to  do  garrison  duty  along  the  seaboard, 
in  place  of  those  drawn  off  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  They  denied  the 
constitutional  validity  of  the  articles  of  war  enacted  by  Congress ;  and 
complained  of  the  irregularities  attending  the  requisition  of  detached 
companies  and  battalions,  without  the  regular  quota  of  field  officers. 
They  denounced  the  punishment  of  a  people  three  thousand  miles  away, 
over  the  innocent  heads  of  our  immediate  neighbors  in  Canada  of  whom 
many  were  bound  to  us  by  ties  of  blood,  but  expressed  entire  willingness 
to  adopt  any  measure  which  the  safety  of  their  own  States  might  de- 
mand. Governor  Strong  had  been  one  of  the  immortal  number  M-ho 
framed  the  Constitution,  and  knew  well  the  difficulties  which  arose  about 
the  partition  between  the  States  and  the  general  government  as  to  au- 
thority over  the  militia.  He  claimed  to  be  a  joint  judge  with  the  Presi- 
dent whether  the  emergency  existed  which  would  justify  him  in  making 
a  call.  Governor  Griswold  was  no  less  decided  in  his  views  and  even 
more  influential.  He  was  a  leading  Federalist ;  when  called  at  the  age 
of  tliirty-two  from  a  valuable  law  practice  into  the  national  councils,  he 
was  pronounced  one  of  the  most  finished  scholars  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. He  was  in  Congress  ten  years,  and  in  1801  declined  the  ofiice  of 
Secretary  of  State.  Since  1807  he  had  been  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Connecticut ;  also  lieutenant-governor  a  part  of  that  period.     He  was 

ants  was  the  famous  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Dorr  Griffin  ;  of  his  sons,  John,  the  father  of  Governor 
Matthew  Griswold,  was  a  judge  of  considerable  renown  ;  and  George —  who  married  Hannah 
Lynde  —  was  the  revered  pastor  of  the  church  at  East  Lyme  for  thirty-six  yeai's.  The  two 
grandsons  of  Rev.  George  Griswold  were  the  great  New  York  merchants,  George  Griswold 
and  Nathaniel  Lynde  Griswold,  brothers,  who  founded  a  mercantile  house  m  New  York  City 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  sending  their  numerous  and  costly  ships  all 
over  the  world.  They  were  among  the  most  prominent  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the 
growing  metropolis — worthy  representatives  of  a  race  grandly  developed,  physically  and 
morally  as  well  as  intellectually.  George  Griswold  was  made  a  director,  in  1812,  of  the 
Bank  of  America,  and  his  name  appears  among  those  of  the  founders  and  benefactors  of 
scores  of  humane  and  other  institutions  in  New  York.  The  Griswolds  of  New  York  have 
intermarried  with  many  of  the  leading  families  —  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  great  merchants 
married  Peter  Lorillard  ;  and  another  daughter  married  Hon.  Frederick  Frelinghuysen  of  New 
Jersey.  The  mother  of  Robert  H.  McCurdy,  the  well-known  New  York  importing  merchant, 
was  Ursula  Wolcott  Griswold,  daughter  of  Judge  John  Griswold  of  Old  Lyme,  the  brother  of 
the  governor.  The  children  of  Governor  Roger  Griswold  were  nine  :  1.  Harry,  married  in 
England  :  2.  Charles,  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  Judge  Elias  Perkins  of  New  Loudon  ; 
3.  Frances,  married  her  cousin.  Chief  Justice  Ebenezer  Lane  of  Ohio  ;  4.  Matthew,  mar- 
ried Phebe  Ely,  and  resided  in  the  mansion  built  by  the  governor  at  Black  Hall  ;  5.  Roger, 
married  Juliette  Griswold  ;  6.  Elizabeth,  married  the  philanthropist,  Henry  Boalt  of  Ohio, 
and  among  her  children  were  Judge  John  Henry  Boalt  of  California,  and  Mrs.  J.  0.  Moss 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio  ;  7.  Mary  Anne,  married  Thomas  S.  Perkins,  son  of  Judge  Elias  Perkins  ; 
8.  William,  married  Sarah  Noyes  ;  9.  Captain  Robert,  married  Helen  Powms,  of  the  same 
family  as  the  celebrated  Hiram  Powers. 
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personally  one  of  the  handsomest  men  of  his  time,  with  a  bright,  keen, 
flashing  black  eye ;  and  his  gifts  and  graces  in  conversation,  and  elegant 
manners  were  the  delight  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  justly  regarded 
as  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  nation  for  talents,  political  knowledge, 
force  of  eloquence,  integrity,  and  profound  legal  ability.  One  of  the 
earliest  to  propose  that  the  Federalists  should  concentrate  their  strength 
upon  the  election  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  in  order  effectually  to  defeat  the 
spirit  and  policy  of  an  administration  which  it  was  claimed  had  been 
under  French  influence  and  dictation  for  twelve  years,  Griswold  exerted  a 
singular  power  over  the  minds  of  those  who  naturally  rebelled  against 
voting  for  a  Eepublican  candidate.  He  said  the  leading  object  of  the  war 
advocates  was  to  perpetuate  power  in  the  hands  of  a  narrow  Virginia 
clique,  to  the  exclusion  from  office  and  influence  of  talented  men  of  their 
own  party  not  connected  with  that  clique.  Griswold's  death  occurred  in 
October  in  the  midst  of  the  stormy  scenes  attending  the  re-election  of 
Madison,  and  few  men  of  America  have  been  more  deeply  lamented. 

New  York  City  was  electrified  one  morning  in  midsummer  with  the 
newspaper  announcement  of  Aaron  Burr's  presence  in  the  city,  and  that 
he  was  about  to  resume  the  practice  of  law.  He  had  escaped  from  Eu- 
rope, returning  as  he  went,  with  an  empty  pocket  and  a  borrowed  name ; 
and  after  concealment  until  assured  that  neither  government  nor  creditors 
would  molest  him,  he  had  finally  nailed  a  small  tin  sign  over  a  door  in 
Nassau  Street,  and  commenced  business.  The  times  were  disjointed,  so 
to  speak,  and  nearly  every  member  of  the  community  was  involved  in 
some  legal  controversy ;  hence  clients  swarmed  about  the  man  who  never 
lost  a  case.  During  the  first  twelve  days  he  received  for  opinions  and 
retaining  fees  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.  He  was  politically  dead, 
however,  and  took  no  part  in  trying  to  prevent  the  election  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  his  triumphant  rival,  De  Witt  Clinton.  Presently  he  was 
bowed  down  with  the  sharpest  anguish  his  soul  had  ever  known.  A 
letter  came  from  his  son-in-law.  Governor  Allston,  bringing  tidings  of  the 
death  of  Theodosia's  eleven-year-old  son,  of  whom  Burr  was  passionately 
fond.  The  bereaved  Theodosia  longed  to  see  her  father  ;  and  after  droop- 
ing in  her  home  at  the  South  for  some  months,  took  passage  for  New  York 
on  the  privateer  Patriot,  sailing  from  Charleston  on  the  last  day  but  one 
of  December,  1812.  Alas  !  the  vessel  was  never  seen  nor  heard  of  more  ! 
For  days  and  weeks  and  months  two  grief-stricken  men  watched,  agonized, 
conjectured,  hoped  and  despaired.  But  the  beautiful  Theodosia  had  per- 
ished with  all  on  board. 

The  pride  of  the  war  party  was  severely  humbled  by  repeated  failures 
and  disasters,  and  its  strength  was  fast  diminishing  uuder  the  stinging 
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ridicule  of  the  Federal  newspapers,  when  relief  came  through  a  series  of 
unexpected  naval  achievements.  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  encountered  and  chased  the  "  tyrant  of  our  coast,"  England's 
"  famous  Guerricrc"  one  of  the  best  frigates  in  the  British  navy,  and  in 
a  close  conflict  of  one  half-hour's  duration  disabled  and  captured  her. 
This  thrilling  event  occurred  August  19,  off  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
Eiver,  just  three  days  after  the  surrender  of  Detroit  by  the  uncle  ot  the 
heroic  commodore.  Within  fifteen  minutes  after  the  fire  was  opened,  the 
Guerriere  had  lost  her  miz- 
zen-mast,  her  mainyard 
was  in  the  slings,  and  her 
hull,  rigging,  and  sails  were 
torn  in  pieces  —  and  then 
her  foremast  fell,  leaving 
her  wallowing  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea  a  help- 
less wreck.  A  jack  which 
had  been  kept  fiying  on 
the  stump  of  her  mizzeu- 
mast  was  suddenly  low- 
ered. Whereupon,  Hull 
sent  his  third  lieutenant, 
George  Campbell  Read,  af- 
terwards rear-admiral,  to 
receive  the  sword  of  the 
captain  of  the  prize.  "Com- 
modore Hull's  compli- 
ments," said  the  young  of- 
ficer bowing,  "and  wishes 
to  know  if  you  have  struck  your  flag  ?  "  Captain  Dacres,  looking  up 
and  down,  dryly  remarked,  "  Well,  I  don't  know  ;  our  mizzen-mast  is 
gone,  and  upon  the  whole,  you  may  say  we  have  struck  our  flag." 

Read  then  inquired  if  a  surgeon  or  surgeon's  mate  was  needed  upon  the 
captive  frigate.  "  I  should  suppose  you  had  on  board  your  own  ship, 
business  enough  for  all  your  medical  officers,"  replied  Dacres.  "  Oh,  no," 
said  Read,  "  we  have  but  seven  killed  and  seven  wounded."  The  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  Guerriere  numbered  seventy-nine  ;  among  the  crew 
were  ten  impressed  American  seamen,  who,  declining  to  fight,  were  hu- 
manely sent  below.  It  was  discovered  that  the  injured  vessel  was  in 
danger  of  sinking,  and  as  soon  as  the  prisoners  and  their  eflects  were 
transferred  to  the  Constit^ttion,  the  wreck  was  set  on  fire  and  blown  up. 


Commodore  Isaac  Hull- 
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A  breakfast-plute  of  unique  design  from  the  decorated  dinner  service  of 
the  Guerricre  was  preserved  by  Commodore  Hull,  and  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mrs.  Professor  Edward  E.  Salisbury  of  New  Haven. 

Six  days  before  the  capture  of  the  Gucrriere,  the  Essex  under  Commo- 
dore David  Porter  was  attacked  by  the  Alert,  a  British  sloop  of  twenty 
guns,  and  an  action  of  eight  minutes  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  the 
Alert  witli  seven  feet  of  water  in  her  hold.  This  was  the  first  ship  of 
war  taken  in  the  contest.  The  news  reached  Boston  almost  simultane- 
ously with  the  return  of  the  Constitution. 

The  whole  country  was  in  a  wild  tumult  of  delight.  No  such  successes 
were  supposed  possible.  For  centuries  the  ocean  had  been  the  center  of 
British  triumph.  Navy  after  navy  had  fallen  before  the  disciplined  valor 
of  British  seamen.  The  Americans  had  no  confidence  in  their  own  little 
navy,  and  believed  in  the  absolute  omnipotence  of  that  of  the  enemy. 
The  newspapers  teemed  with  tributes  to  British  glory;  indeed,  England 
was  credited  with  every  species  of  superiority,  whether  physical  or  moral, 
which  she  claimed  for  herself.  The  administration  at  one  time  seriously 
contemplated  an  order  for  all  the  war-vessels  to  remain  in  New  York 
harbor,  and  form  a  part  of  its  defense  —  as  a  precautionary  movement 
to  secure  them  from  destruction.  Two  naval  officers,  Bainbridge  and 
Stewart,  were  at  the  seat  of  government  when  the  subject  was  under  dis- 
cussion, and  remonstrated  with  such  vigor  against  the  narrow  scheme 
that  the  President  convened  the  Cabinet,  which  was  finally  induced  to 
change  its  policy,  "  on  the  ground  that  our  ships  would  soon  be  taken, 
and  that  the  country  would  thus  be  rid  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  them, 
and  at  more  liberty  to  direct  its  energies  to  the  army."  ^ 

The  merchants  of  New  York  had  studied  the  movements  of  their 
cruisers  with  observant  eyes,  and  knew  they  were  as  well  built,  sailed  as 
fast,  and  were  worked  as  well,  as  those  of  England.  The  officers  of  the  navy 
had  enjoyed  means  of  comparison  denied  the  mass  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
and  were  willing  to  contend  with  that  superiority  which  the  nation  feared. 
In  the  short  period  of  six  months  from  the  declaration  of  war,  three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  British  vessels,  three  of  them  frigates  of  the  first  class, 
others  ships  of  war  of  a  smaller  size,  were  either  destroyed  at  sea  or  brought 
into  port  by  our  public  and  private  vessels  ;  and  it  was  estimated  that  the 
damage  done  to  British  commerce  exceeded  twelve  million  dollars.^ 

These  facts  were  not  yet  known  when  the  Constitution  rode  proudly 
into  port  a  conqueror  —  the  very  frigate  which  had  been  held  up  to  the 
derision  of  Europe  as  "a  bunch  of  pine  boards" — an  occurrence  of  mo- 

1  Coopr/s  Naml  Hi  story,  II.  pp.  168,  169. 

'^  HardicH  Description  of  yen-   York  CH}i,  p.  131. 
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mentous  ]:)earing  upon  the  future  of  the  war.^  It  was  found  that  Commo- 
dore Hull  had  evinced  great  skill  and  seamanship  in  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  naval  retreats  on  record,  only  a  short  time  prior  to  his  conflict 
with  the  Guerriere.  The  Constitution  was  chased  by  a  British  squadron, 
and  escaped  in  such  a  manner  as  to  extort  unqualified  admiration  from 
her  pursuers.  And  the  engagement  with  the  Guerriere  was  character- 
ized by  features  which  became  identified  with  nearly  all  the  subse- 
quent naval  battles  of  the  war,  showing  that  they  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  discipline  and  system  of  the  American  marine. 
There  was  nothing  hap-hazard  in  the  style  in  which  the  Constitution  had 
been  handled  ;  she  had  been  carried  earnestly  and  deliberately  into 
battle.  Hull  with  admirable  coolness  received  the  enemy's  fire  without 
returning  it  until  quite  close.  His  crew,  though  burning  with  impatience, 
silently  awaited  his  orders.  His  sailing-master  seconded  his  views  with 
admirable  skill,  bringing  the  vessel  exactly  to  the  station  intended,  witliin 
half  pistol-shot  of  her  adversary ;  the  orders  were  to  fire  broadside  after 
broadside,  from  guns  double-shotted  with  round  and  grape,  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. The  crew  instantly  comprehended  the  plan,  and  entered  into  it 
with  spirit.  For  fifteen  minutes  the  roar  and  the  vivid  lightning  of  tlie 
Constitutions  guns  were  without  intermission.  The  Britisli  commander 
fought  gallantly,  and  submitted  when  further  resistance  would  have  been 
as  culpable  as  it  was  impossible.  The  Guerriere's  batteries  were  not 
equal  to  the  mode  of  fighting  introduced  by  her  antagonist  —  and  which, 
in  fact,  was  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  combats  between  single 
ships  upon  the  ocean. 

Men  of  all  ranks  and  political  creeds  hastened  to  pay  homage  to  Com- 
modore Hull.  Boston  received  him  with  a  triumphal  procession  and  a 
splendid  banquet.  The  citizens  of  New  York  subscribed  money  to  buy 
gifts  of  swords  for  him  and  his  officers ;  the  corporation  ordered  a  richly 
embossed  gold  box,  with  a  representation  of  the  battle  between  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Guerriere,  at  the  same  time  requesting  the  conqueror  to 
sit  for  his  portrait  —  which  now  graces  the  wall  of  the  governor's  room 
in  the  City  Hall.  Congress  voted  him  a  gold  medal,  and  distributed  fifty 
thousand  dollars  among  his  officers  and  men.  From  many  other  sources 
came  beautiful  and  costly  testimonials. 

The  public  mind  was  greatly  agitated  in  both  hemispheres,  and  men 
competent  to  form  intelligent  opinions  on  such  subjects,  in  Euroi)e  as  well 
as  America,  predicted  many  future  conquests  of  a  similar  character.  And 
they  came  in  swift  succession.  A  squadron  sailed  from  Boston  on  a 
cruise,  October  8,  consisting  of  the  President,  under  Commodore  Rodgers, 

'^  Cooper's  Naval  History,  1\.  \\\1\  ;  Lossing ;  Dawson;  Hildret.h  ;  Schafner ,    Thohipson. 
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the  United  States,  the  Congress,  audj  the  Argus.  Five  days  later  they 
parted  company  in  a  gale  of  wind,  soon  after  which  the  President  and  the 
Congress  captured  the  British  packet  Swallow,  with  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  board,  and  brought  her  proudly  into  Boston  on  the  30th  of 
December.  The  Argus  about  the  same  time  returned  to  New  York  with 
prizes  valued  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Tlie  United  States,  under 
Commodore  Decatur  met  the  British  war-frigate  Macedonian  on  the  25th 
of  October,  and  ca])tured  lier  after  an  action  of  two  hours.     The  American 

gunnery    in    this 


1 


affair,  like  that  of 
the     Constitution 
^    with  the  Gucrri- 
(■re,  was  remark- 
able for  rapidity 
and    effect.       Its 
"    ]ierpetual     blaze 
led  the  enemy  to 
I    suppose    at    one 
.^    time  the    United 
I    States  was  on  fire. 
The  mizzen-mast 
\<\     main     and 
loietop-mast     of 
'    tlie     Maeedonian 
-    were  shot  away 
'    and     her     colors 
ilisappeared.  She 
received  no    less 
than     one     hun- 
-^    (h-ed   round  shot 
^    in  her  hull  alone, 
and  all  her  boats 
^   were       rendered 
useless  but   one. 
Her    killed    and 

wounded  numbered  one  hundred  and  four,  while  tlie  loss  of  Decatur  was 
only  five  killed  and  seven  wounded.  Garden,  the  British  commander, 
fought  with  consummate  skill ;  when  after  the  surrender  he  came  upon 
the  United  States  and  offered  his  sword  to  Decatur,  the  latter  generously 
exclaimed,  "  Sir,  I  caimot  receive  the  sword  of  a  man  who  has  so  bravely 
defended  his  ship,  but  I  will  receive  your  hand,"  and  suiting  the  action 


Stephen  Decaiur. 

[From  the  paintinij  by  Sully.] 
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to  the  word  grasped  that  of  the  gallant  Garden  and  led  him  to  the  cabin 
where  refreshments  were  bountifully  served. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place  the  Wasp,  under  Commodore 
Jacob  Jones,  encountered  the  Frolic,  a  British  war-vessel  of  su- 
perior force,  and  after  a  bloody  conflict  of  forty-three  minutes 
made  the  latter  captive ;  thirty  were  killed  and  fifty  wounded  upon  her 
decks,  while  upon  the  Wasp  five  only  were  killed  and  five  wounded. 
But  the  victors  were  not  able  to  take  their  prize  into  port,  as  a  large 
man-of-war  bore  immediately  down  upon  them  necessitating  their  sur- 
render. The  officers  of  the  Wasp  were  taken  to  Bermuda,  paroled  and 
sent  home.  In  November  the  lakes  began  to  assume  a  warlike  aspect. 
Commodore  Chauncey's  preparation  had  progressed  with  such  rapidity  that 
he  considered  himself  able  to  contend  with  the  whole  British  fleet.  Thus 
the  waves  of  our  inland  waters  were  soon  to  be  lighted  with  all  the  sub- 
limity of  naval  combat. 

The  year  1812  closed  with  still  another  brilliant  affair  upon  the 
ocean.  Commodore  Hull,  content  with  the  glories  already  won,  went  to 
Saybrook,  Connecticut,  to  be  married,^  and  was  succeeded  in  command  of 
the  Constitution  by  Commodore  William  Bainbridge,  a  real  naval  hero, 
who  sailed  from  Boston  October  26,  accompanied  by  the  Hornd,  also 
under  his  command.  Upon  the  South  American  coast  the  Hornet  was 
left  to  blockade  a  British  sloop-of-war  which  had  a  large  amount  of  specie 
on  board.  The  Constitution,  cruising  near  the  Brazils,  encountered  the 
Java,  a  large  British  frigate  bound  for  the  East  Indies,  and  preparations 
were  quickly  made  on  both  sides  for  battle.  The  fire  of  the  Constitution 
was  directed  with  so  much  precision  that  the  Java  was  soon  disabled  in 
her  spars  and  rigging ;  within  two  hours  she  surrendered,  but  was  too 
badly  injured  to  be  preserved  as  a  trophy,  and  was  blown  up.  The  loss 
of  the  Java  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  British,  and  her  brave  commander, 
Lambert,  was  killed. 

On  the  very  same  day  of  this  victory  of  Bainbridge,  and  at  the  very 
same  afternoon  hour,  a  magnificent   banquet  in  honor   of  Hull, 
Decatur,  and  Jones,  was  in  progress  in  New  York  City.     Five 
hundred  gentlemen  were  seated  at  the  tables.     The  banqueting  hall,  in 
the  City  Hotel  just  above  Trinity  Church  in  Broadway,  had  the  effect  of 

1  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  married  Anna  McCurdy  Hart,  one  of  seven  sisters  who  were 
reputed  the  most  beautiful  and  brilliant  women  in  America.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Elislia  and  Jennette  McCurdy  Hart  of  Saybrook,  Connecticut  ;  her  father  being  the  sou 
of  the  old  Saybrook  minister,  and  her  mother,  the  daughter  of  John  McCurdy  of  Old  Lyme, 
of  Revolutionary  renown  (see  Vol.  1.  719  ;  Vol.  II.  70).  One  of  Mrs.  Hull's  sisters  married 
the  Eev.  Dr.  Samuel  Farmer  Jarvis,  another,  Hon.  Henian  Allen  of  Vermont,  U.  S.  Minister 
to  Chili  in  1823-8,  and  a  third,  Commodore  Joseph  Hull,  nephew  of  Commodore  Isaac  Hull. 
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a  great  marine  palace.  The  genius  and  taste  as  well  as  the  money 
of  New  York  had  been  lavishly  expended  upon  its  adornment.  "  It 
was  colonnaded  round  with  the  masts  of  ships,  entwined  with  laurels, 
and  bearing  the  flags  of  all  the  world."  Upon  each  individual  table 
was  a  ship  in  miniature  with  the  American  flag  displayed.  At  the  head 
of  the  room,  one  long  table,  elevated  some  three  feet  above  the  others, 
was  graced  by  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  president  of  the  feast,  with 
Decatur  upon  his  right,  and  Hull  upon  his  left  hand.  In  front  of  this, 
appeared  in  the  midst  of  a  grassy  area,  a  real  lake  of  water  upon  which 
floated  a  miniature  frigate.  And  back  of  all  hung  the  mainsail  of  a  ship, 
thirty-three  by  sixteen  feet.  At  the  moment  of  the  utterance  of  the 
third  toast,  "  Our  Navy,"  this  great  mainsail  was  furled,  revealing  an 
immense  transparent  painting  representing  the  three  naval  battles  in 
which  Hull,  Decatur,  and  Jones  had  been  respectively  engaged.^ 

Other  surprises  of  the  most  novel  and  charming  character  enraptured 
the  assemblage.  The  poets  of  the  land,  catching  inspiration  from  the 
shouts  of  triumph  that  filled  the  air,  had  written  a  score  or  more  of  stir- 
ring banquet-songs,  several  of  which  were  rendered  on  this  occasion  with 
great  eflect,  alternating  with  happy  speeches,  and  deafening  cheers. 

Decatur's  victory,  following  so  closely  upon  that  of  Hull,  produced  a 
perfect  delirium  of  ecstasy.  He  brought  the  victorious  United  States 
and  the  conquered  Macedonian  safely  through  the  Sound  and  East  Eiver 
into  New  York  harbor  about  the  middle  of  December ;  and  the  noise 
and  tumult  of  wild  enthusiasm  which  greeted  his  arrival  exceeded  any- 
thing New  York  had  ever  before  witnessed.  An  occasional  blockade  of 
what  was  to  the  enemy  "  the  troublesome  port  of  New  York  "  had  all 
along  been  maintained  by  the  British  cruisers ,  and  at  this  juncture, 
astounded  at  the  heavy  and  ominous  blows  dealt  at  her  sujjremacy  of  the 
seas,  Great  Britain  determined  to  cripple  New  York  by  compelling  her 
to  keep  her  private-armed  cruisers  at  home.  One  or  two  large  war- vessels 
could  already  be  seen  off  Sandy  Hook,  precursors  of  a  formidable  British 
fleet  which  took  possession  of  Gardiner's  Bay  and  the  surrounding  waters 
early  in  the  following  April,  and  kept  New  York  under  strict  blockade  for 
a  year  and  ten  months.  Decatur  was  overwhelmed  with  compliments  and 
testimonials,  banquets,  and  balls  ;  and  such  honors  were  attended  with 
genuine  appreciation  of  his  distinguished  services.  In  New  York,  among 
other  public  gifts  he  received  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box ;  and 
he  was  requested  to  sit  for  his  portrait. 

Decatur's  gallant  crew  were  complimented  with  a  banquet  at  the  City 
Hotel,  January  7,  1813,  the  room  being  decorated  as  at  the  imposing  en- 

1   Thr  War,  I.  119.     Jones  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  this  banquet. 
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tertainnient  given  to  the  heroic  commanders.  At  the  table  the  sailors 
were  addressed  by  Alderman  John  Vanderbilt.  In  the  evening  they 
were  conducted  to  I'ark  Theater  by  invitation  of  the  manager.  The 
whole  pit  was  reserved  for  their  accommodation.  The  drop-curtain  in 
the  form  of  a  transparency,  bore  a  representation  of  the  fight  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Macedonian.  Children  danced  on  the  stage,  carry- 
ing large  letters  of  the  alphabet  in  their  hands,  which  being  joined  in  the 
course  of  the  dance  produced  in  transparency  the  names  of  Hull,  Deca- 
tur, and  Jones ;  and  an  Irish  clown  sang  a  comic  song  of  seven  stanzas, 
written  for  the  occasion,  beginning  :  — 

"  No  more  of  your  blathering  nonsense 

'Bout  Nelsons  of  old  Johnny  Bull  ; 
I  '11  sing  you  a  song,  by  my  conscience, 

'Bout  Jones  and  Decatur  and  Hull." 

It  was  on  Christmas,  1812,  the  day  before  the  banquet,  that  the  cere- 
mony of  presentation  to  Hull  occurred  in  the  council  chamber  of  City 
Hall.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Colonel  Nicholas  Fish,  General  Jacob 
Morton,  and  Peter  Mesier,  introduced  him  to  the  common  council,  when 
Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton  arose  and  addressed  him  in  the  most  felicitous 
manner,  presenting  a  diploma  superbly  executed  in  vellum,  and  the  ex- 
quisite gold  box  containing  the  freedom  of  the  city,  which  had  been 
prepared  for  his  acceptance. 

The  situation  of  New  York  at  this  crisis  was  peculiar.  The  war  men- 
aced the  great  commercial  capital  of  the  continent  on  every  side.  Nobly 
had  she  sent  forth  her  blood  and  treasure  towards  the  several  points  of  the 
compass  to  grapple  with  the  enemy.  Now  the  pride  and  the  energy  of 
Great  Britain  were  thoroughly  aroused.  On  one  of  the  last  days  of  the 
year  1812  it  was  determined  in  British  council  to  send  out  a  land  and 
naval  force  sufficient  to  chastise  the  Americans  ;  in  short,  to  blockade  and 
desolate  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  destroy  the  centers  of  Amer- 
ican commercial  and  naval  power. 

While  celebrating  victories  that  enveloped  the  little  American  navy 
upon  the  ocean  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  and  with  fleets  in  readiness  to  dispute 
the  sovereignty  of  her  lakes.  New  York  shuddered  at  the  war-cry  of  the 
savages  in  the  wilds  of  Ohio  as  they  made  their  easterly  way  in  the 
bloody  work  of  extermination  begun  at  Chicago,  and  turned  ocean  ward 
only  to  find  egress  from  her  harbor  effectually  closed  by  the  great  war- 
ships of  the  haughty  foe. 

The  Constitution  reached  Boston  on  the  15th  of  February,  1813,  and 
Commodore  Bainbridge  immediately  despatched  Lieutenant  Lud- 
low with  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  an  account 
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of  the  capture  of  the  Java.  The  popular  honors  accorded  to  the  hero 
of  this  fourth  brilliant  naval  triumph,  exceeded,  if  possible,  all  others. 
Processions,  receptions,  banquets,  and  testimonials  attended  him  wherever 
he  went.  Men  of  all  political  parties  united 
in  giving  proofs  of  their  gratitude  to  one  who 
had  so  signally  benefited  his  country.  The  dis- 
cipline and  bravery  of  American  seamen  were 
not  only  rendered  conspicuous,  but  also  their 
generosity  and  humanity  to  their  captives,  of 
which  the  British  officers  bore  strong  testimony 
in  their  official  letters.  New  York  and  Albany 
I'ach  presented  Bainbridge  with  a  gold  box  con- 
t  uining  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and  Philadelphia 
gave  him  an  elegant  service  of  silver  plate,  the 
most  remarkable  piece  of  which  was  a  massi\e 
Bainbndge  Urn  j^^jj^  costly  um,  eighteen  inches  in  lieight,  upon 

which  was  elegantly  wrought  the  wrecked  Java  and  the  triumphant  Con- 
stitution. The  corporation  of  New  York  invited  him  to  sit  for  his  j^or- 
trait,  which  was  painted  by  John  Wesley  Jarvis. 

In  the  mean  time,  news  reached  the  city  of  the  defeat  of  a  detachment 
of  General  Harrison's  army  in  Ohio,  sent  forward  through  the  midwinter 
snows  to  disperse  a  party  of  British  and  Indians  quartered  at  French- 
town,  now  Monroe,  in  Michigan,  only  eighteen  miles  across  the  river 
from  Maiden.  They  performed  the  service  gallantly.  The  enemy  was 
routed  and  driven  two  miles  on  the  18th  of  January ;  but  on  the  cold 
night  of  the  22d  returned  three  thousand  strong  in  profound  silence  — 
the  savages  led  by  Ptoundhead  and  the  British  by  Proctor  —  and  at 
daylight  attacked  the  Americans  with  such  terrible  vigor  that  the  latter 
surrendered.  Scarcely  had  they  laid  down  their  arms,  under  promise  of 
protection  from  the  British  commander,  when  they  found  themselves  e- 
serted,  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  Indians  —  in  other  words,  reserved  to  be 
butchered  in  cold  blood.  Five  hundred  were  slain.  The  scene  was  one  of 
the  most  horrible  on  record.  The  tomahawk  was  employed  to  fell  the 
strongest ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  knife  was  severing  scalps  from  the 
heads  of  both  the  dead  and  the  living.  Men  lay  weltering  in  their  blood, 
suffering  most  excruciating  agonies,  when  the  fiends  in  human  shape,  hav- 
ing secured  their  plunder  and  scalps,  set  fire  to  the  houses  and  consumed 
the  dying  and  the  dead.  The  atrocious  barbarities  attending  this  massa- 
cre thrilled  the  American  heart  with  unspeakable  indignation. 

Congress  assembled  in  November,  and  legislation  was  speedily  directed 
towards  the  increase  of  the  army  and  navy.    To  provide  for  defraying  the 
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augmented  expense  the  President  was  authorized  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  sixteen  millions,  and  to  issue  treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
five  millions.  In  the  heat  of  the  exciting  debates  over  these  various  bills, 
the  results  of  the  election  were  disclosed.  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and 
all  the  New  England  States  except  Vermont,  had  voted  for  De  Witt 
Clinton ;  but  Madison  was  re-elected,  and  Elbridge  Gerry  of  Massachu- 
setts became  Vice-President.  The  election  for  members  of  Congress  re- 
sulted in  favor  of  the  administration  ;  but  there  was  a  powerful  opposition 
to  the  war  candidates  in  the  New  England,  or  ship-owning  States,  and 
the  Federal  side  of  the  House  was  stronger  and  abler  than  it  had  been 
for  many  sessions.  Quincy  declining  re-election,  his  place  was  well  sup- 
plied by  Artemas  Ward,  son  of  the  Revolutionary  General,  and  by  the 
aged  Pickering  from  the  Salem  district.  Cyrus  King  of  Massachusetts, 
a  half-brother  of  Rufus  King  who  had  been  chosen  to  the  Senate, 
was  also  among  the  new  members,  and  Daniel  Webster  of  New 
Hampshire.  Judge  Egbert  Benson  and  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor  were  tlie 
leading  representatives  from  New  York,  and  Grosvenor  soon  proved  him- 
self the  readiest  debater  in  the  House. 

In  the  State,  contrary  to  general  expectation,  Tompkins  was  re-elected 
governor  by  a  consideral:)le  majority  over  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
Federal  candidate,  and  John  Tayler  became  lieutenant-governor.  De 
Witt  Clinton  was  reappointed  mayor  of  New  York ;  and  General  Arm- 
strong was  made  Secretary  of  War  by  the  President. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  the  city  was  in  proud,  joyful  commotion  over 
the  arrival  of  the  Hornet,  under  Captain  James  Lawrence,  wlio  had  added 
one  more  naval  victory  to  those  already  recorded.  He  had  attacked  the 
British  frigate  Peacock  off  the  South  American  coast  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  with  such  a  blaze  of  fire  that  in  fourteen  minutes  she  not  only 
struck  her  colors,  but  raised  a  signal  of  distress.  Her  commander  was 
slain,  a  great  portion  of  her  crew  had  fallen,  and  with  six  feet  of  water 
in  her  hold  she  was  verily  in  a  sinking  condition.  Only  one  American 
was  killed  in  the  action  and  two  wounded.  So  severely  riddled  was  the 
Peacock  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  her  afloat  until  all  the  prisoners 
were  removed,  although  the  most  strenuous  exertions  were  made.  The 
vessel  filled  with  water  rapidly,  and  nine  of  her  crew  and  three  from  the 
Hornet  in  the  act  of  saving  them,  went  down  with  her  and  perished. 

Captain  Lawrence  was  thirty-two,  tall,  splendidly  developed,  with 
much  personal  beauty  and  captivating  manners  —  one  of  the  chivalrous, 
fiery-souled  heroes  who  went  forth  singly  to  do  or  die  for  the  honor  of 
his  country.  He  was  quick  and  impetuous  in  his  feelings,  greatly  be- 
loved, and  inspired  all  about  him  with  ardor ;  but  in  all  critical  situa- 
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tious  his  coolness  was  remarkable.  Decatur  said,  "  He  always  knew  the 
best  thing  to  be  done,  he  knew  the  best  way  to  execute  it,  and  he  had 
no  more  dodge  in  him  than  the  mainmast." 

Intelligence  of  the  exploit  of  the  Hornet  produced  a  profound  sensation 
in  1)oth  eoiuitries.     "  The  Americans  are  a  dead  nip,"  said  a  British  news- 

paper.  "  It  will  never  do 
for  our  vessels  to  fight 
theirs  single-handed."  The 
mortified  Britons  investi- 
gated causes,  and  exerted 
themselves  to  the  utmost 
in  the  selection  of  crews 
and  in  their  discipline  and 
practice  of  manoeuvres,  to 
render  them  more  fit  to 
cope  with  the  American 
vessels.  President  Madi- 
son, in  his  message  to  Con- 
gress at  its  special  session 
in  May,  spoke  of  the  bril- 
liant achievement  of  Cap- 
tain Lawrence  and  his 
brave  companions,  as  one 
"gained  with  a  celerity  so 
unexampled,  and  with  a 
slaughter  so  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  loss  in  the 
Hornet  as  to  claim  for  the  conqueror  tlie  highest  praise." 

The  corporation  of  New  York  presented  Lawrence  with  a  gold  box  con- 
taining the  freedom  of  the  city,  and  with  a  piece  of  plate  bearing  unique 
devices  and  inscriptions ;  also  tendered  him  a  dinner,  the  invitations 
being  headed  with  a  wood-cut  by  Anderson,  representing  a  naval  battle. 
The  corporation  committee,  Augustus  H.  Lawrence,  Elisha  W.  King,  and 
Peter  Mesier,  made  the  arrangements  for  the  l)anquet,  which  took  place  on 
the  4th  of  May  at  Washington  Hall,  then  occupying  the  site  of  Stewart's 
wholesale  store.  In  the  evening  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Hornet 
were  treated  to  an  entertainment  at  tlie  Park  Theater.  When  Lawrence 
entered,  accompanied  by  General  Van  Rensselaer,  General  Jacob  Morton, 
and  other  official  characters,  the  house  rang  with  the  wildest  huzzas. 
Everywhere  throughout  the  land  the  name  of  Lawrence  was  honored. 
Before  the  end  of  the  month  Lawrence  was  in  Boston,  assigned  to  the 
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command  of  the  Chesapeake.  At  that  moment  blockading  ships  hovered 
like  hawks  along  the  New  England  coast.  The  Shannon  appeared  alone 
off  Boston  Harbor,  in  the  attitude  of  a  challenger,  on  the  very  day  the 
Chesapeake  was  ready  for  sea  ;  and  before  evening  her  commander, 
Philip  Vere  Broke,  wrote  to  Lawrence,  "  As  the  Chesapeake  ap-  "^""^  ^' 
pears  now  ready  for  sea,  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  meet 
the  Shannon  with  her,  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the  fortunes  of  our  respec- 
tive flags."  In  a  long  appendix  the  challenger  designated  the  place  ot 
combat,  and  promised  to  send  all  other  ships  beyond  the  power  of  inter- 
fering. 

Unfortunately,  the  challenge  never  reached  Lawrence  or  he  might  have 
made  preparations  more  conformable  to  those  of  his  antagonist.  The 
Chesapeake's  contemplated  cruise  was  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
with  a  view  to  intercept  the  store-ships  and  troop-ships  steering  for  the 
St.  Lawrence.  A  collision  with  the  Shannon  was  inevitable.  It  is  known 
that  Lawrence  went  into  the  combat  with  reluctance,  because  of  his  lack 
of  experienced  officers  and  the  peculiar  condition  of  his  crew,  and  also 
on  account  of  a  prejudice  against  the  Chesapeake  itself^  His  first  lieu- 
tenant was  ill  on  shore  and  died  soon  after ;  the  acting  first  lieutenant, 
Augustus  C.  Ludlow  of  New  York,  though  an  officer  of  merit,  was  scarcely 
twenty-one.  There  was  but  one  other  commissioned  sea-officer  upon  the 
ship  —  and  midshipmen  performed  the  duties  of  third  and  fourth  lieuten- 
ants for  the  first  time. 

It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  the  two  vessels  met.  The 
Chesapeake  was  silent  until  her  commander  had  brought  her  so  near  that 
all  her  guns  bore  upon  the  Shannon.  Then  her  broadside  was  delivered 
with  terrific  vigor  and  terrible  execution ;  for  six  or  eight  minutes  the 
cannonading  was  incessant,  and  to  all  appearances  the  Americans  had  the 
best  of  the  action ;  but  suddenly  the  Chesapeake's  rigging  became  entan- 
gled with  the  Shannons  fore-chains,  and  at  the  same  moment  Lawrence 
fell  mortally  wounded.  As  he  was  carried  dying  below,  he  cried,  "  TeU 
the  men  to  fire  faster — don't  give  up  the  ship — fight  her  till  she  sinks!" 

Alas  !  a  ship  without  a  commander  is  like  a  man  without  a  soul.  Lud- 
low was  also  wounded  and  dying,  William  Augustus  White  lay  dead,  and 
James  Broome,  Edward  J.  Ballard,  and  Peter  Adams  were  in  the  agonies  of 
death  ;  the  second  and  third  lieutenants,  Budd  and  Cox,  were  wounded ; 
and  Samuel  Livermore,  who  from  personal  attachment  to  Lawrence  had 
accompanied  him  as  chaplain,  was  weltering  in  blood.  Broke  boarded 
the  Chesapeake,  but  was  quickly  and  severely  wounded ;  his  first  lieuten- 
ant hauled  down  the  American  colors  and  hoisted  the  British  flag,  and 

*     ^  Letter  of  Cnptain  Lawrence  to  Captain  Biddle  of  the  Hornet,  May  27,  1813. 
vo;,.  It.  40  , 
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was  slain  in  the  act  by  one  of  the  Shannons  guns.  The  British  victory 
was  clearly  purchased;  their  loss  was  twenty-three  killed  and  fifty-six 
wounded.  The  battle  lasted,  altogether,  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes, 
and  yet  "both  ships  were  charnel-houses."  Of  the  Americans  forty-eight 
were  killed  and  ninety-eight  wounded. 

Thus  terminated  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  combats  of  the  age. 
The  capture  of  a  single  ship  of  war  probably  never  produced  a  greater 
effect  upon  the  contending  parties.  The  joy  in  England  was  only  equaled 
by  the  depression  in  America.  Public  speeches  in  and  out  of  Parliament, 
the  Tower  guns,  bonfires,  illuminations,  presentations,  and  compliments 
in  showers  from  every  quarter,  greeted  the  conqueror,  who  was  knighted 
by  the  Prince  Eegent.  A  gorgeous  piece  of  silver  plate,  forty-four  inches 
in  diameter,  and  enriched  with  emblematical  devices,  was  presented  him 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk,  his  native  county.  Lawrence  died  on  the 
6th,  and  his  body  wrapped  in  the  fiag  of  the  Chesapeake  lay  upon 

June  6.  ^^^^  quarter-deck,  as  the  two  ships  entered  the  harbor  of  Halifax 
on  the  7th.  A  whole  nation  mourned  his  loss,  and  the  enemy  contended 
with  his  countrymen  as  to  who  should  most  honor  his  remains.  Funeral 
obsequies  were  performed  at  Halifax  with  every  mark  of  respect  for  the 
hero.  In  August,  by  permission  of  the  British  authorities,  the  remains  of 
both  Lawrence  and  Ludlow  were  brought  to  New  York,  and  received 
public  funeral  honors  for  the  third  time,  and  were  interred  in  Trinity 
churchyard.  Their  resting-place  is  marked  by  a  mausoleum  of  brown 
freestone,  around  which  are  placed  eight  trophy  cannon,  with  chains 
attached,  forming  an  appropriate  enclosure. 

The  manner  in  which  Lawrence  carried  his  vessel  into  action  was 
eulogized  by  enemies  as  well  as  friends,  and  all  agreed  that  the  disaster 
was  owing  to  a  concurrence  of  circumstances  not  likely  to  liappen 
again.  His  dying  words,  "  Dont  give  up  the  ship  ! "  became  the  battle- 
cry  of  the  American  navy  during  the  whole  war.  It  was  the  motto 
upon  the  banner  borne  by  Perry's  flag-ship  into  battle  three  months  later, 
and  is  still  a  proverbial  phrase  to  all  who  are  struggling  in  life's  vari- 
ous battles. 

The  year  1813  was  one  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  by  the  inhabitants  of 
New  York.  The  war  raged  along  her  extensive  borders  with  varied  suc- 
cess. The  St.  Lawrence  was  a  dividing  line  between  small  bodies  of 
hostile  troops  who  w^ere  constantly  projecting  forays,  plundering  and  cap- 
turing private  persons,  and  destroying  public  property  wherever  it  could 
be  found.  On  the  cold  night  of  February  6,  Major  Forsyth,  in  command 
at  Ogdensburg,  crossed  the  river  upon  the  ice  to  Brockville  with  a  party  of 

two  hundred,  riflemen  and  volunteers,  aided  by  Colonel  Benedict  of  the 
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New  York  militia,  bis  purpose  being  to  rescue  some  American  prisoners 
coniined  in  tbe  jail  of  tbat  town.  He  surprised  the  post,  captured  tbe 
commander,  five  subordinate  officers,  forty-six  men,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  military  stores,  besides  securing  the  key  of  the  jail  and  releasing  the 
prisoners.  He  returned  to  Ogdensburg  before  daylight,  without  the  loss 
of  a  man.  In  retaliation,  a  large  British  force  came  over  on  the  ice  from 
Prescott,  attacking  Ogdensburg  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  after  a 
sharp  contest  drove  the  troops  oft'  and  sacked  the  town,  entering  every 
house  but  three,  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  private  property.  They 
retired  with  their  booty  to  Canada  on  the  same  day. 

The  invasion  of  Canada  was  the  principal  feature  in  the  programme  of 
the  campaign  of  1813.  Dearborn  joined  Commodore  Chauncey  at  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  and  by  the  middle  of  April  a  joint  land  and  naval  expedition 
was  matured  against  York,  now  Toronto,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada. 
The  squadron  under  Chauncey  conveyed  the  troops  across  Lake  Ontario, 
and  on  the  27th  of  April,  after  a  sharp  engagement  the  post  was  captured, 
and  tbe  stars  and  stripes  floated  triumphantly  over  the  fort.  But  the 
town  had  no  natural  defenses,  and  being  of  little  value  to  the  Americans, 
was  abandoned. 

Just  one  month  later,  May  27th,  an  expedition  against  Fort  George,  on 
the  western  shore  of  the  Niagara  Eiver,  resulted  in  the  capture  of  that 
British  stronghold.  In  this  masterly  achievement,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
Winfield  Scott,  and  Alexander  Macomb  bore  a  prominent  part.  The  specific 
duty  of  landing  the  troops  was  intrusted  to  Perry.  Scott  led  the  advance 
up  a  precipitous  bank  in  the  face  of  a  formidable  force  of  eight  hundred 
men,  well  posted  on  its  summit.  The  conduct  of  Perry  was  remarkable. 
Unmindful  of  personal  danger  he  went  from  vessel  to  vessel  in  an  open 
boat,  giving  directions  concerning  the  landing,  and,  finally,  leaped  with 
Scott  into  the  water  and  swam  ashore  through  the  surf.  Scott,  in  his 
first  attempt  to  ascend  the  bank,  was  hurled  backward  to  the  beach,  but 
rallying  instantly,  he  pushed  forward  w4th  such  destructive  energy  that 
in  twenty  minutes  he  had  accomplislied  the  undertaking,  and  the  enemy 
were  flying  in  confusion  towards  Queenstown.  At  noon  Fort  George  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  village  of  Newark,  were  in  the  quiet  possession 
of  the  Americans ;  the  attack  and  conquest  having  occupied  only  three 
hours. 

The  same  evening  a  British  squadron,  which  had  been  confined  all 
winter  in  the  harbor  of  Kingston  through  the  audacious  operations  of 
Chauncey  upon  Lake  Ontario,  spread  its  sails,  and  at  midday  on  the  28th 
appeared  off  Sackett's  Harbor.  It  was  commanded  by  Sir  James  Lucas 
Yeo,  in  person,  who  was  accompanied  by  Sir  George  Prevost,  the  governor- 
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general  of  Canada.  These  two  British  ofl&cers  thouglit  to  capture  Sackett's 
Harbor,  with  all  its  valuable  public  property,  during  the  absence  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  Fort  George.  The  assault  was  made  on  the  29th,  but  through 
the  skill,  courage,  and  nerve  of  General  Jacob  Brown,i  assisted  by  the 
gallant  Colonel  Backus  of  New  York,  who  fell  in  the  engagement,  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Aspinwall,  Lieutenant  Ketchum,  Lieutenant  Talman, 
Lieutenant  Wolcott  Chauncey,  and  others  of  equal  spirit,  the  British 
and  Indians  were  driven  in  disorder  to  their  vessels.  No  event  of  the 
war  was  of  more  importance  to  the  Republic.  The  loss  of  tlie  post  would 
have  intiicted  a  terrible  injury  upon  the  American  cause  ;  and  its  intrepid 
defense  under  the  most  appalling  difficulties  and  against  a  greatly  supe- 
rior force  won  universal  praise  and  gratitude.  No  further  attempts  were 
made  by  the  enemy  to  capture  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  it  remained,  as  it 
had  been  from  the  beginning,  the  most  important  place  of  deposit  for  the 
army  and  navy  stores  of  the  Americans  on  the  New  York  frontier. 

Dearborn  remained  at  Fort  George ;  the  discomfited  enemy,  gathering 
strength  in  the  vicinity,  abandoned  Fort  Erie,  which  the  Americans 
immediately  occupied;  and,  finally,  a  rumor  came  that  Proctor  was 
marching  from  the  Detroit  frontier  to  assist  in  recovering  Fort  George. 
Detachments  were  immediately  sent  to  dislodge  the  British  commander 
at  Burlington  Heights,  but  they  were  ensnared  at  Stony  Creek  on  the 
6th  of  June  in  a  confused  and  disastrous  night-battle,  and  Generals 
Chandler  and  Winder  were  both  captured.  In  the  mean  time  the  British 
squadron  hovered  along  the  lake  coast  and  interfered  greatly  with  the 
supplies  for  the  American  camp  ;  on  the  12th  of  June  it  captured  two 
American  vessels  laden  with  valuable  hospital  stores  ;  on  the  15th  it  made 
a  descent  upon  the  village  of  Charlotte,  on  the  Genesee  River,  and  car- 
ried off  a  large  quantity  of  stores  ;  and  on  the  18th,  landed  a  party  of  one 
hundred  fully  armed  men  at  Sodus  Point  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
American  stores  known  to  be  deposited  there,  and,  when  arrested  and 
driven  back,  burned  the  public  store-houses,  five  dwellings,  and  one  hotel 
—  destroying  property  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five   thousand  dollars. 

1  The  public  career  of  General  Jacob  Brown  forms  an  important  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times.  In  1798,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  was  a  school-teacher  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but  it  was  distasteful  to  him,  and  he  purchased  a 
large  estate  on  the  Black  River  and  founded  the  settlement  of  Brownsville.  He  was  com- 
missioned a  brigadier-general  of  militia  by  Tompkins  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  having 
finished  the  term  of  service  for  which  he  was  called,  retired  to  his  home  at  Brownsville,  but  a 
few  miles  distant  from  Sackett's  Harbor.  He  had  been  requested  by  Dearborn,  and  urged  by 
Macomb,  to  assume  chief  command  in  that  region,  and  had  signified  his  willingness  to  do  so 
in  case  of  an  actual  invasion.  Colonel  Electus  Backus  of  New  York,  who  was  left  in  com- 
mand of  the  post,  sent  an  express  to  General  Brown,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  were  discovered  off 
the  harbor,  May  28,  1813. 
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On  the  23d  Dearborn  detached  a  party  of  six  hundred  under  Colonel 
Bcerstler  to  disperse  a  body  of  the  enemy  at  Beaver  Dams,  seventeen 
miles  from  Fort  George,  and  was  assailed  on  the  route  in  the  woods  by  a 
force  of  British  and  Indians  who  compelled  his  surrender.  In  addition 
to  all  this,  several  tragedies  occurred  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  fort.  The  continual  tidings  of  misfortune  irritated  Congress,  and . 
Dearborn  was  superseded  by  Wilkinson  in  the  early  part  of  July. 

Meanwhile  Harrison  —  charged  with  the  defense  of  the  isolated  posts  in 
Ohio,  the  recovery  of  Detroit,  and  the  invasion  of  Canada  from  that  point — 
had  fortified  Fort  Aleigs  opposite  the  present  city  of  Maumee,  immediate- 
ly after  the  massacre  at  Frenchtown.  The  ice  had  no  sooner  passed  from 
the  rivers  than  Proctor  and  Tecumseh,  with  a  large  force  of  British  and 
Indians,  encamped  on  the  left  Ijank  of  the  Maumee  about  two  miles 
below,  near  old  Fort  Miami,  and  on  the  28th  of  April  commenced  a  vig- 
orous bombardment  of  Fort  Meigs.  The  siege  was  maintained  until  the 
9th  of  May,  during  which  period  some  of  the  most  tragic  scenes  in  hu- 
man history  were  enacted.  But  brighter  days  were  dawning.  On  the  4th 
Proctor  sent  an  officer  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  post.  "  Tell  General 
Proctor,"  responded  Harrison  promptly,  "  that  if  he  shall  take  the  fort  it 
will  be  under  circumstances  that  will  do  him  more  honor  than  a  thousand 
surrenders."  All  efforts  proving  unsuccessful,  the  enemy  finally  retired 
in  disgust.  Tecumseh's  emissaries  at  once  hurried  westward,  for  savage 
recruits,  even  to  the  Mississippi,  making  desolated  Chicago  the  grand  ren- 
dezvous, and  three  thousand  warriors  speedily  tramped  through  the 
woods  of  Michigan  and  joined  the  British  at  Detroit.  In  the  latter  part 
of  July  they  made  a  second  attempt  to  capture  "  Fort  Meigs,"  which 
ended  as  before  in  disappointment  and  exasperation.  They  proceeded 
thence  to  assault  Fort  Stephenson,  at  Sandusky,  which  was  so  gallantly 
defended  by  only  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  under  George  Croghan  ot 
Kentucky,  a  young  major  of  twenty-one,  that  they  were  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  undertaking. 

All  eyes  were  now  turned  towards  the  movements  ou  Lake  Erie. 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  was  about  to  perform 
the  most  important  naval  service  of  the  campaign  and  of  the  war. 
When  the  year  commenced,  he  was  in  command  of  a  flotilla  of  gunboats 
at  Newport,  but  desired  a  wider  field  of  action.  In  February,  Chauncey 
wrote  to  him,  "  You  are  the  very  person  I  want  for  a  particular  service." 
Within  twenty-four  hours  young  Perry  was  seated  in  a  sleigh  on  his 
way  to  New  York,  accompanied  by  Alexander,  his  little  brother  oi 
thirteen.  He  proceeded  at  once  to  Erie  to  hasten  the  preparation  of  a 
squadron.     Noah  Brown,  a  shipwright  from  New  York  had  already  done 
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much  of  tlie  preliminary  work.  Captain  Henry  Brevoort  of  New  York, 
who,  while  with  Hull's  army  at  Detroit,  was  appointed  commander  of  such 
•-■overnment  vessels  as  might  be  placed  upon  the  lakes  at  that  period, 
was  detailed  with  two  hundred  seamen  to  accompany  Perry  from  Fort 
George  to  Erie,  after  the  abandonment  of  the  entire  line  of  the  Niagara 
River  by  the  British,  in  July.  This  party  succeeded  in  taking  five  war- 
vessels  from  that  stream  to  the  harbor  of  Erie  after  six  days  of  almost 
incredible  labor.     Brevoort  performed  another  service  of  great  moment ; 

He    communicated   the   exact  size 
'■^j,^  and  character  of  each  British  vessel 

^.?._  in  the  harbor  at  Maiden.     This  he 

was  enal)led  to  do  through  the  aid 
of  his  family,  who  had  resided  in 
Detroit  ever  since  its  surrender. 
Belly's  fleet  consisted  of  ten  vessels, 
md  each  one  was  assigned  to  a 
si)ecial  antagonist,  which  it  was  to 
I'ligage  in  close  action.  A  large 
s([uare  battle-flag  of  blue  with  words 
ill  white,  "Don't  give  up  the  ship," 
had  been  privately  prepared  under 
his  direction  at  Erie ;  when  hoisted 
to  the  main-royal  mast-head  of  the 
flag-ship  Lawrence,  it  was  to  be  the 
signal  for  going  into  battle. 

Perry  sailed  in  quest  of  the  ene- 


Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 


my  on  the  1st  of  September,  but  the  British  commander  was  not  quite 
ready  to  respond  to  the  challenge.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  a  sail 
was  descried  in  the  direction  of  Maiden,  and  the  whole  British 
Sept.  10.  j^q^^^j^,Qjj  ^^^as  presently  in  full  view.  The  battle  was  commenced  by 
the  Americans,  the  gallant  Stephen  Champlin  in  command  of  the  Scorpion 
firing  the  first  shot.  He  was  first  cousin  to  Commodore  Perry,  and  but 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  It  was  a  terrible  contest,  and  a  complete  victory. 
In  the  midst  of  the  carnage  Perry  left  his  disabled  flag-ship,  and  in  a  lit- 
tle open  row-boat  with  four  seamen  passed  to  the  unharmed  Niagara.  The 
perilous  voyage  occupied  fifteen  minutes,  during  which  Perry  stood  erect, 
tall,  graceful,  a  man  of  remarkable  symmetry  of  figure,  with  the  pennant 
and  banner  half  folded  about  him,  unmindful  of  danger,  while  the  enemy 
seeing  the  bold  movement  hurled  a  steady  shower  of  cannon-ball,  grape, 
canister,  and  musket-shot  towards  his  frail  bark.  It  was  only  when  the 
oarsmen  threatened  to  cease  labor  if  he  remained  standing,  that  he  seated 
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himself.  He  was  no  sooner  upon  tbe  Niagara  than,  with  his  pennant 
and  banner  flying,  he  bore  down  and  broke  the  enemy's  line,  and  made 
such  havoc  with  his  guns,  that  the  entire  squadron  surrendered  —  not 
one  vessel  being  left  to  bear  the  tidings  of  defeat. 

It  was  a  proud  moment  for  Perry  and  his  companions ;  it  was  a  proud 
moment  for  America.  Never  before  in  history  had  a  whole  British  fleet  or 
squadron  been  captured  !  The  conqueror,  even  before  the  blue  vapor  of 
battle  was  borne  away  by  the  breeze,  wrote  in  pencil  on  the  back  of  an 
old  letter  the  remarkable  despatch  to  General  Harrison  which  has  been 
so  often  quoted,  "  We  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours :  two  ships, 
two  brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  sloop." 

At  that  very  hour  two  armies,  one  on  the  north  and  one  on  the  south 
side  of  the  warring  ships,  were  waiting  for  the  result  most  anxiously. 
Should  the  day  be  gained  by  the  British,  Proctor  and  Tecumseh  were 
ready  to  rush  into  Ohio  and  lay  waste  the  whole  frontier.  Should  the 
day  be  gained  by  the  Americans,  Harrison  was  prepared  to  press  forward 
for  the  recovery  of  Detroit,  and  the  invasion  of  Canada. 

This  success  upon  Lake  Erie  destroyed  the  Indian  confederacy.  The 
British  could  no  longer  hope  to  hold  Detroit  and  Maiden,  and  therefore 
evacuated  both  places.  Perry  converted  some  of  the  captured  vessels  into 
transports  and  conveyed  Harrison's  troops  to  tne  Canada  shore.  Maiden 
was  garrisoned,  Detroit  was  reoccupied,  and  Lewis  Cass  appointed  gov- 
ernor of  the  recovered  Territory  of  Michigan.  Harrison  soon  started  in 
pursuit  of  Proctor  and  Tecumseh,  and,  after  traversing  eighty  miles,  found 
their  main  army  upon  the  Thames  and  fought  the  famous  battle 
in  which  the  great  Tecumseh  was  killed.  It  was  a  complete  and 
decisive  victory  for  the  Americans ;  the  coast  was  cleared  of  the  British, 
and  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  sued  for  peace.  On  the  same  day  that 
Proctor  was  defeated  at  the  Thames,  Chauncey  captured  six  British 
schooners  on  Lake  Ontario.  These  repeated  losses  induced  Sir  George 
Prevost  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  investment  of  Fort  George. 

^  .  '^      Oct.  20. 

Harrison  on  the  20th  embarked  with  his  regulars  for  Buffalo  to 
aid  in  carrying  the  war  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  St.  Lawrenco  Eiver. 
As  these  events  were  following  each  other  in  rapid  succession,  the  glad 
tidings  of  Perry's  victory  were  being  conveyed  from  town  to  town  through 
the  country  by  messengers  on  horseback,  or  on  foot,  as  the  case  might  be. 
"  Oh,  for  a  canal  —  the  vehicle  for  the  quick  and  safe  transmission  or 
important  intelligence  ["exclaimed  one  of  the  New  York  enthusiasts  upon 
that  subject.  From  Albany  to  New  York  the  news  came  by  steamboat. 
A  riot  of  exultation  took  possession  of  the  land ;  the  popular  joy  ex- 
pressed itself  in   shouts   and  bonfires,  in   artillery,  bells,  and  orations. 
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New  York  was  gorgeously  illuminated,  every  building  in  Broadway,  and 
in  all  the  other  principal  streets,  being  lighted  from  foundation  to 
'  roof.  The  City  Hall  was  like  a  sea  of  lire.  A  fine  band  discoursed 
music  in  the  gallery  of  the  portico,  and  transparencies  were  displayed 
showing  naval  battles ;  also,  the  words  of  Lawrence,  "  Don't  give  up  the 
ship,"  and  those  of  Perry's  despatch  to  Harrison,  "  We  have  met  the  enemy 
and  they  are  ours."  Similar  transparencies  were  exhibited  at  the  thea- 
ter, and  were  carried  by  processions  through  the  streets  during  the  evening. 
The  whole  community  participated  in  the  demonstrations  of  delight. 

But  the  storm  was  not  yet  spent  for  New  York.  The  war-cloud  set- 
tled darker  and  more  portentous  than  ever  over  her  northern  frontier. 
Lake  Champlain  was  erelong  to  become  the  scene  of  another  terrible 
struggle  for  supremacy  between  the  two  nations.  And  in  the  interim  a 
series  of  attempts  and  failures,  of  partial  triumphs  and  disasters,  of  con- 
solations and  disappointments,  were  to  keep  New  York  in  one  continual 
ferment  of  agitation  from  center  to  circumference;  while  a  fearful  array  of 
retaliatory  barbarities  were  perpetrated  upon  defenseless  and  unoffending 
citizens  dwelling  near  the  borders  of  the  State  to  the  north  and  west. 

Another  portion  of  New  York  was  sorely  distressed  by  the  blockade. 
The  eastern  end  of  Long  Island,  with  its  well-stocked,  and  rich,  highly- 
cultivated  farms  was  unprotected.  The  people  were  terror-stricken  when 
Commodore  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  anchored  his  flag-ship  Ramillies  in  Gar- 
diner's Bay  early  in  April.  The  frigate  Otyhcus,  Captain  Sir  Hugh  Pigott, 
with  several  ships  of  the  line,  and  a  number  of  smaller  vessels,  made  this 
little  retreat  headquarters.  As  Admiral  Cockburn  was  just  then  engaged 
in  the  pastime  of  plundering  and  desolating  the  coasts  south  of  the  Dela- 
ware, it  was  supposed  Long  Island  would  share  the  same  fate.  But 
Hardy  was  a  gentleman,  not  a  marauder.  His  troops,  however,  must  be 
fed,  and  he  immediately  took  measures  to  obtain  fresh  provisions. 

Gardiner's  Island,  the  oldest  feudal  estate  in  New  York,  had  outgrown 
all  traces  of  Revolutionary  wastes,  and  was  once  more  a  garden  of  beauty. 
Its  fields  of  oats,  wheat,  and  other  grains,  prospered  under  the  well- 
directed  care  of  eighty  or  more  dependents ;  some  two  thousand  loads  of 
hay  were  yearly  stored  in  its  barns ;  three  hundred  head  of  cattle  grazed 
its  green  pastures ;  its  dairy  produced  immense  quantities  of  butter  and 
an  average  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  cheese  per  day ;  two 
thousand  sheep  yielded  annually  some  sixteen  thousand  pounds  of  wool ; 
one  hundred  or  more  hogs  were  raised  ;  and  the  lord  of  the  isle  rarely 
stabled  less  than  sixty  or  seventy  horses,  the  finest  in  the  country.  Deer 
roamed  at  will,  and  wild  turkeys  coming  to  the  yards  were  daily  fed  with 
the  tame  fowls. 
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John  Lyon  Gardiner,  the  seventh  manorial  lord  in  the  direct  descent, 
reigned  over  the  island.  His  wife  was  the  granddaughter  of  Governor 
Matthew  and  Ursula  Wolcott  Griswold,  and  the  niece  of  Governor  Koger 
Griswold  who  had  so  recently  died.  Despite  the  democratic  sentiment  of 
America,  the  proprietor  of  this  old  manor-property  retained  his  title  of 
lord  among  his  associates  and  neighbors.  He  was  addressed  as  Lord 
Gardiner  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  educated  at  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  and  in  1803,  a  refined,  scholarly  bachelor  of  thirty-four,  was 
residing  in  princely  solitude  on  his  water-bound  estate.  The  even  tenor 
of  his  life  was  suddenly  changed  by  a  freak  of  the  elements.  A  sailing 
party  from  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut,  was  becalmed  one  afternoon  on  the 
Sound  within  sight  of  Gardiner's  Island.     As  night  approached,  a  breeze 


Lord  and  Lady  Gardiner. 

[From  .in  old  painting  in  the  manor-house] 

sprung  up  and  so  did  a  storm.  They  steered  their  little  bark  towards  the 
nearest  landing,  and  hurried  to  the  manor-house  for  shelter.  They  were 
received  by  an  old  housekeeper ;  but  presently  the  handsome  young  lord 
made  his  appearance  and,  learning  who  his  visitors  were,  extended  cordial 
hospitalities.  An  elaborate  supper  was  served,  and  music  and  dancing 
followed.  The  next  morning  the  delighted  refugees  bade  their  charming 
host  adieu.  But  the  island  sovereign  soon  after  entered  his  barge,  and 
with  numerous  attendants  and  much  stately  ceremony  proceeded  to  Black 
Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Griswolds  in  Old  Lyme,  and  ere  many  months  elapsed 
bore  the  beautiful  Sarah,  a  bride,  to  the  manor-island  whither  she  had 
been  drifted  in  such  a  romantic  manner  by  the  breeze  of  destiny. 
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Commodore  Hardy  prefaced  his  requisitions  for  produce  from  the 
island  with  courteous  words  and  promises  of  payment.  And  he  endeav- 
ored to  restrain  his  seamen  from  showing  disrespect  to  the  proprietor  and 
his  family.  But  they  were  perpetually  coming  ashore  and  taking  what- 
ever they  pleased ;  oxen  were  often  shot  at  the  plough  and  carried  to 
the  vessels.  The  steward,  or  overseer  of  the  island,  Lewis  Edwards, 
claimed  and  received  the  market  price  for  what  was  taken  with  liis 
knowledge.  His  hatred  of  the  British  was  very  great  and  he  tried  to 
outwit  them,  not  infrequently  by  sorting  out  the  poorest  cattle  and  sheep 
and  placing  them  where  detachments  coming  ashore  would  see  them  first. 
Gardiner,  discovering  that  the  little  garrison  at  Sag  Harbor  was  about  to 
be  attacked,  sent  a  trusty  colored  servant  thither  with  a  note  of  informa- 
tion, directing  him  to  keep  a  stone  tied  to  the  missive  while  crossing  the 
bay,  and  if  overhauled  by  the  British  picket-boats  to  drop  it  into  the 
water.  The  negro  accomplished  his  mission  in  safety,  and  when  over  a 
hundred  assaulters,  in  one  launch  and  tM^o  barges  from  the  squadron, 
approached  that  village  at  midnight  they  were  met  by  the  militia  and 
driven  to  their  vessels  in  disorder. 

Charles  Paget,  a  senior  officer  of  the  squadron,  suspecting  that  all  was 
not  friendly,  wrote  to  Gardiner,  warning  him  that  "  the  peaceable  situa- 
tion of  the  island  was  wholly  through  sufferance,"  and  that  the  most 
trivial  instance  of  hostility  practised  upon  any  boat  or  individual  belong- 
ing to  the  British  squadron  would  be  visited  with  serious  consequences 
upon  himself,  his  people,  and  his  property.  This  did  not  deter  the  resolute 
proprietor,  however,  from  promptly  refusing  to  accede  to  certain  unreason- 
able demands  made  by  Sir  Hugh  Pigott,  when  early  one  June  morning  that 
officer  appeared  with  a  number  of  subordinates  before  the  manor-house. 
Threats  of  firing  into  the  dwelling  only  resulted  in  Gardiner's  sending  his 
family  and  servants  into  the  cellar,  while  he  remained  facing  the  intruders, 
firm  as  adamant.  Pigott  finally  went  away  in  a  rage  without  doing  any 
harm.  When  the  party  had  nearly  reached  the  shore  one  of  the  officers 
stepped  back  and  intimated  to  Gardiner  that  Pigott  would  be  reported  to 
the  Commodore.  The  next  day  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  wrote  a  polite  letter  of 
apology  and  regret  for  the  occurrence  to  the  lord  of  the  manor.^ 

1  The  purchase  and  settlement  of  the  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island  in  1639,  was  one  of  the 
most  romantic  incidents  in  the  history  of  New  York,  or  of  America.  Lion  Gardiner  landed 
at  Boston  in  the  autumn  of  1635,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one  maid-servant,  having 
crossed  the  ocean  in  a  Norsey  bark  of  twenty-five  tons  burden.  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  III. 
Third  Series,  pp.  131-161  ;"  Vol.  III.,  Third  Series,  p.  271  ;  Vol.  X.  Third  Series,  pp.  173- 
185.  He  was  expected  and  hospitably  welcomed  by  the  little  Boston  community,  composed 
chiefly  of  governors  —  Dudley,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  Endicott,  Bellinghani,  Ludlow,  and  the  two 
Winthrops  being  already  there.     He  was  destined  for  Saybrook,  but  Boston  had  no  fort,  and 
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Oil  the  1st  of  June  Commodore  Decatur,  anxious  to  leave  New  York, 
resolved  to  run  the  blockade.  The  Poicticrs  and  a  number  of  other 
vessels  were  carefully  guarding  the  passage  bej^ond  the  Narrows,  hence  he 
passed  through  the  Sound,  accompanied  by  the  Macedonian  (which  had 
been  repaired  at  the  New  York  navy-yard  and  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  gallant  Captain  Jones)  and  the  Hornet  under  Captain  Biddle 
—  hoping  to  slip  out  upon  the  ocean  between  Montauk  Point  and  Block 
Island.  They  were  discovered,  however,  by  three  or  four  of  the  large 
British  vessels,  and  all  chased  into  New  London  harbor  and  blockaded 
there  for  the  next  twenty  months. 

A  boat's  crew  of  Decatur's  men  managed  soon  after  to  elude  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  enemy  and  landed  on  Gardiner's  Island.  They  concealed 
themselves  in  the  woods  until  a  party  from  one  of  the  British  shij^s, 
among  whom  were  several  officers,  came  ashore  and  strolled  up  to  the 
manor-house,  then  coming  suddenly  into  view  made  them  all  prisoners. 
The  astonished  captives  were  violently  enraged,  but  helpless,  and  were 
quickly  and  quietly  conveyed  across  the  water  into  Connecticut.  Barges 
were  at  once  ordered  by  the  enemy  to  patrol  the  waters  about  Gardiner's 
Island,  and  troops  were  sent  for  the  arrest  of  the  proprietor,  who  was  sup- 
posed instrumental  in  betraying  the  British  into  the  trap,  but  who  was 

as  he  was  the  first  professional  engineer  who  had  landed  in  New  England  he  remained  long 
enough  to  design  and  build  one  (which  continued  in  use  until  after  the  Revolution)  before 
proceeding  to  Saybrook  where  he  commanded  in  person  throughout  the  Pequot  War.  His 
signature   and  seal  as  attached  to  a  letter  written  from  Saybrook  to  Governor  Winthrop, 


November  6,  1636,  are  given  above.  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  "Vol.  VII.  Fourth  Series,  pp.  52-64  ; 
(see  fac-similes  of  signatures  and  seals  in  Appendix).  Becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  man- 
agement of  affairs  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  he  coveted  an  empire  of  his  own  and  pur- 
chased the  island  which  bears  his  name,  nine  miles  long  by  one  and  a  half  wide,  containing 
thirty-three  hundred  acres,  four  miles  from  the  eastern  extremity  of  Long  Island  and  full 
thirty  miles  from  tlie  nearest  European  settlement  at  the  time.  (See  Vol.  I.  pp.  93,  238,  262, 
442,  570  ;  Vol.  II.  \y\\  40,  199,  243.)  He  built  a  house  to  which  he  took  his  wife  and  two 
children,  the  youngest,  Mary,  subsequently  becoming  the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Conckling,  an- 
cestor of  the  notable  New  York  family  of  -Concklings.  The  island  was  constituted  ' '  an  en- 
tirely separate  and  independent  plantation,"  in  no  wise  depending  upon  either  New  England 
or  New  York,  and  was  in  reality  an  isolated  miniature  principality.  Forty-four  years  after- 
ward it  was  erected  into  a  lordship  and  manor,  with  all  the  privileges  accorded  to  such  in- 
stitutions in  England.  The  influence  of  the  founder  of  this  domain  over  the  Indians  was 
remarkable  ;  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact  worthy  of  preservation,  that  no  conspiracy,  even  of 
a  single  tribe,  was  ever  formed  by  the  Long  Island  Indians  against  intruding  civilization. 
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really  as  much  surprised  as  themselves,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Americans  until  the  skirmish  occurred  in  his  own  door-yard. 

Gardiner  escaped  captivity  through  the  presence  of  mind  and  ingenuity 
of  his  wife.^  He  went  to  bed  in  the  "green  room,"  feigning  sickness, 
and  being  a  delicate  man  the  reflection  of  the  green  curtains  of  the  bed- 
stead and  windows  gave  him  a  sickly  look.  A  little  round  table  was 
placed  by  his  bedside  with  medicines,  glasses,  and  spoons.  When  the 
officers  appeared  and  insisted  upon  seeing  their  victim,  Mrs.  Gardiner 
came  forward,  tearfully  and  whisperingly  asking  them  to  make  as  little 
noise  as  possible,  and  admitted  them  to  her  husband's  room.     They  were 

1  John  Lyon  Gardiner,  eldest  son  of  David,  the  sixth  lord  of  the  manor,  (born  November, 
1770,  died  November  22,  1816)  received  Gardiner's  Island  by  entail,  and  married  March  4, 
1803,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Griswold,  of  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut,  granddaughter  of  Gov- 
ernor Matthew  Griswold  and  Ursula  Wolcott.  Mrs.  Gardiner  was  the  sister  of  John  and 
Charles  C.  Griswold,  New  York  merchants  who  owned  the  London  line  of  packets,  important 
rivals  of  their  merchant  cousins,  George  and  Nathaniel  Lynde  Griswold.  (See  pp.  612,  613.) 
In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  hereditary  influence  of  old  Italian  genius  and 
temperament.  The  mother  of  Lady  Gardiner  was  Sarah  Diodati,  danghter  of  Rev.  Stephen 
and  Elizabeth  Diodati  Johnson,  the  descendant  through  a  long  line  of  nobility  from  Cornelio 
Diodati,  who  settled  in  Lucca  in  1300.  In  possession  of  the  Diodati  family  in  Geneva  is  a 
superb  folio  bound  in  crimson  velvet,    of  fourteen   pages   in 

vellum,     with     the    imperial  ^s^    ^^  seal  of  Joseph  II.  (1765    1790) 

hanging  from  it  in  a  gilt  box,  i^WL^^^IiM/  which    recites    the    dignities 

of  the  Diodati  family  in  mag-  '^^^  c^W^wl^  J&Mi^^^  nificent  terms,  and  confirms  to 
it  the  title  of  Count  of  the  Em-  ^^^^^^^^^0-"^^^^  P"'<^-  One  of  the  pages  is  oc- 
cupied with  a  fine  illumination  ^^^^^^^Jfj^'J^^^^  "^  *^^  family-arms,  the  shield 
being  placed  on  the  imperial  ^5^^n^{U^f^^^^  eagle.  A  copy  of  this  folio  is 
in  possession  of  the  New  York  ^'y«^^[ — Z^'v  ^  descendants  of  the   Diodatis. 

In  1541,  Emperor  Charles  V.  ^  •Sfc*JP''^l^^^^^.^^  /^gave  his  own  name  to  one  of 
the  Diodatis,  together  with  y^\  ^^M^p^^^^Ly  the  lordship  of  two  counties, 
an  insignia  of  diamonds,  and  a  \  j^^j^^^^'^^^/  quartering  from  the  imperial 
arms.  Royal  grants  from  other  ^^^^^Ct^_D5^'''^^^  European  sovereigns  author- 
ized the  use  of  the   imperial  n-  -i  ♦•  a  »e  double  eagle  by  any  branch  of 

'  Diodati  Arms.  ,     .  t^     r-    ^       nfi-^ 

the  family.     One  of  the  Dio-  ^^atis  was  Prsefectus  Militum, 

or  General,  to  Charles  III.  of  Spain  —  who  reigned  from  1759  to  1788.  Another  was  the  Rev. 
John  Diodati  of  Geneva,  born  in  1576,  who  produced  before  he  had  completed  his  twenty- 
seventh  year  an  Italian  version  of  the  Bible,  and  whose  fame  and  influence  as  a  theologian  and 
author  extended  all  over  Europe  ;  it  was  his  father  who  built  the  Diodati  villa  a  little  way  up 
Lake  Leman  from  Geneva,  occupied  by  Lord  Byron,  and  which  is  still  in  the  family.  — 
Family  Archives.  Professor  Edward  E.  Salisbury's  Discourse  —  to  which  is  appended  a 
genealogical  chart  with  all  the  ramifications  of  the  Diodati  family. 

The  children  of  John  and  Sarah  Diodati  Griswold  were  :  1.  Diodati  J.  a  young  divine  of 
great  promise  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ;  2.  Ursula  W.  who  married  Richard 
McCurdy,  and  was  the  mother  of  Judge  Charles  Johnson  McCurdy,  lieutenant-governor  of 
Connecticut,  minister  to  Austria,  etc.,  etc.,  and  of  Robert  H.  McCurdy  the  distinguished 
merchant  of  New  York  ;  3.  Elizabeth,  married  Jacob  B.  Gurley  ;  4.  Sarah,  married  John 
Lyon  Gardiner  ;  5.  John,  married  first,  Elizabeth  M.  Huntington,  .second,  Louisa  Wilson  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey  ;   6.   Mary  Ann,  married  Levi  H.   Clark  ;    7.  Charles  C.  married  his 
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completely  deceived,  and  not  wishing  to  be  encumbered  with  a  sick  man 
on  board  ship,  turned  away,  but  demanded  his  oldest  son,  David,  as  hostage, 
a  little  boy  of  ten  years  —  who  was  fortunately  away  at  school. 

It  was  soon  after  made  clear  to  tlie  mind  of  Commodore  Hardy  that 
Gardiner  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  what  had  occurred.  On  the  31st 
of  July  he  wrote  to  him,  "  As  it  is  probable  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  may  call  you  to  account  for  permitting  refreshments  to  be 
taken  by  the  British  squadron  from  your  place,  I  think  it  necessary  for  your 
satisfiiction,  and  to  prevent  your  experiencing  the  censure  of  your  govern- 

cousin,  Elizabeth  Griswokl.  Of  the  two  daughters  of  Charles  C.  and  Elizabeth  Griswold 
Griswold,  Elizabeth  Diodati  married  Judge  William  B.  Lane,  son  of  Chief  Justice  Lane  of 
Ohio  ;  and  Sarah  J.,  married  Lorillard  Spencer  of  New  York,  whose  daughter,  Eleonora,  mar- 
ried Virginio  Cenci,  Prince  of  Vicovaro,  the  grand  chamberlain  to  the  king  of  Italy. 

John  Lyon  and  Sarah  Griswold  Gardiner's  children  were  :  1.  David  Johnson,  died  unmar- 
ried in  1829  ;  2.  Sarah  Diodati,  married  David  Thompson  of  New  York  City  ;  3.  Mary 
Brainard,  died  unmarried  in  1833  ;  4.  John  Griswold,  died  unmamed  ;  5.  Samuel  Buell, 
married  Mary  Gardiner  Thompson,  and  their  children  were  :  1.  Mary,  married  William  R. 
Sands  ;  2.  David  J.  ;  3.  John  Lyon,  married  Coralie  Livingston  Jones  ;  4.  Sarah  G.  married 
her  cousin  John  Alexander  Tyler.  The  children  of  David  and  Sarah  Diodati  Gardiner 
Thompson,  1.  Sarah  G.  married  her  cousin  David  Lion  Gardiner  ;  2.  Elizabeth;  3.  Gardi- 
ner ;  4.   David  G.  ;  5.   Charles  G.  ;  6.  Mary  G.  ;  7.  Frederick  Diodati. 

The  Thompsons,  who  have  in  several  generations  intermarried  with  the  Gardiners, 
descended  from  Rev.  William  Thompson  of  Lancashire,  England.  John  Thompson  (born 
1597,  died  1666),  one  of  the  fifty-five  original  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Brookhaven,  was 
graduated  from  Oxford  in  1619,  and  removed  to  Long  Lsland  in  1634.  He  married  Hannah 
Brewster,  sister  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Brewster  of  Setauket  •  their  youngest  son,  Samuel,  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev  Nathaniel  Brewster  (whose  wife  was  tlie  daughter  of  the  "  Wor- 
shippful  Roger  Ludlow,"  deputy  governor  of  Massachusetts),  and  settled  upon  the  valuable 
estate  of  his  father.  One  of  liis  daughters  married  Thomas  Strong,  and  was  the  mother  of  the 
notable  Judge  Selah  Strong ;  the  eldest  son,  Jonathan  Thompson,  married  Mary  Woodhull  (first 
cousin  of  General   Woodhull   of  ^^1^^  *^®   Revolution),    and  served  as 

justice    of    the    peace    forty   or  '^O  w^  more  years  ;  he  was  the  father  of 

Judge  Isaac  Thompson,  born   in  <^^^^Sfc  1743,  who  married  in  1772,  Mary, 

daughter    of    Colonel    Abraham  ^^^*"^*^i*^  Gardiner  of  Easthampton.     The 

two  sons  of  the  latter,  Jonathan       '^^^^  ^        """^^  Abraham,  became  prominent 

merchants   and  citizens   of  New  gjj^^  ^^    York.     Jonathan  married  Eliza- 

beth Havens  of  Shelter  Island,  ^^^^^^^^^^^'^i^^fe  and  with  Nathaniel  Gardiner  con- 
ducted a  heavy  West  India  im-  ^i^^^*^^^^^**^^!^^  porting  business  ;  he  was  ap- 
pointed Collector  at  New  York  ^;^  ^^  by  Madison  in  1813,  reappointeil 
by  Monroe,  and  again  by  John  ^*p^  ,^r-o  Quincy  Adams.  He  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom,  Mary  Gardiner  /^^^^^EA^'^^^S-  ^k  married  Hon.  Samuel  Buell  Gar- 
diner, as  mentioned  above,  the  ^^-^^Jfyi^/Q^S^^^^  present  proprietor  of  Gardiner's 
Island  :  and  David,  cashier  of  ^^ffiliB^  the  Custom  House,  and  of  the 
Fulton  Bank  and  Bank  of  Amer-  Thompson  Arms.  -^^^^  holding  also  other  important 
trusts,  married  Sarah  Diodati  Gardiner,  the  sister  of  Hon.  Samuel  Buell  Gardiner  of  Gaidi- 
ner's  Island. 

Of  the  numerous  descendants  of  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner  of  Easthampton,  one  grand- 
daughter, Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Philip  G.  Van  Wyck  (see  \\  409,  Vol.  II.)  and  a  great- 
granddaughter,  Julia  Gardiner,  married  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States. 
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ment,  for  me  to  assure  you,  that  had  you  not  complied  with  my  wishes 
as  you  have  done,  I  should  certainly  have  made  use  of  force,  and  the 
consequences  would  have  been  the  destruction  of  your  property,  yourself 
a  prisoner-of-war,  and  whatever  was  in  the  possession  of  your  dependents 
taken  without  payment.  But  it  is  not  my  wish  to  distress  individuals 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  British 
squadron." 

Experiments  with  torpedoes  in  the  New  York  waters  induced  the  ut- 
most caution  on  the  part  of  the  Britisli.  Several  attempts  were  made  to 
blow  up  the  Ramillies  ;  and  Hardy  was  rendered  so  uncomfortable  that  he 
not  only  kept  his  ship  in  motion,  but  caused  her  bottom  to  be  swept  with 
cable  every  two  hours  night  and  day.  Boats  of  every  description  were 
sharply  watched.  Those  of  Gardiner  were  always  manned  by  negroes, 
that  the  British  guards  might  know  instantly  to  whom  they  belonged 
and  allow  them  to  pass  and  repass  without  question. 

At  this  time  the  Essex  was  in  far  distant  seas,  making  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  cruises  on  record.  Commodore  Porter's  first  prize  was  a 
British  packet  with  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  on  board.  Reach- 
ing the  Pacific,  he  captured  every  British  whale-ship  known  to  be 
off  the  coasts  of  Peru  and  Chili,  depriving  the  enemy  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  some  two  and  a  half  millions,  and  found  himself,  eight  months 
after,  sailing  from  the  Delaware,  in  command  of  a  squadron  of  nine  armed 
vessels  ready  for  formidable  action.  The  President,  Commodore  Rodgers, 
was  cruising  through  tlie  summer  in  the  Northern  Atlantic ;  he  made 
the  complete  circuit  of  Ireland,  kept  more  than  twenty  British  vessels 
in  search  of  him  for  weeks,  and  reached  Newport  late  in  the  autumn, 
having  captured  eleven  merchantmen  and  the  British  armed  schooner 
Highjiijer.  His  prisoners  had  been  nearly  all  paroled  and  sent  home  in 
captured  vessels.  He  sailed  again,  December  5,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Barbadoes,  captured  four  British  merchantmen,  and  suddenly  dashed 
through  the  vigilant  squadron  of  blockaders  off  Sandy  Hook,  entering 
New  York  harbor  triumphantly  on  the  evening  of  February  18,  1814. 
A  little  more  than  a  month  later  (March  28),  the  Essex  was  captured 
after  a  severe  fight  in  the  neutral  waters  of  Valparaiso,  by  the  two  British 
vessels,  Phoebe  and  Cherub. 

The  brig  Enterprise,  Captain  Burrows,  captured  tlie  Britisli  gun-brig 
Boxer  off  the  coast  of  Maine,  on  the  5th  of  September,  after  a  spirited 
combat  in  which  both  commanders  were  mortally  wounded.  But  in 
connection  with  the  cheering  news  came  that  of  the  loss  of  the  Asp 
off  the  Chesapeake,  and  of  the  Argus  in  St.  George's  Channel;  hence 
darkness  prevailed  rather  tlian  light.     The   Argus,   commander   Allen, 
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had  niauaged  to  slip  out  of  New  York  in  June,  with  the  Hon.  William  H. 
Crawford  on  board  (Minister  to  France  in  place  of  Joel  Barlow,  deceased), 
and  after  landing  him  safely  on  French  soil  about  the  middle  of  July, 
spread  consternation  through  conmiercial  England  by  a  series  of  audacious 
exploits  in  the  British  and  Irish  channels ;  destroying,  within  thirty  days, 
twenty-one  British  merchant-ships  valued  at  two  million  dollars.  80 
many  were  burned  off  the  Irish  coast  that  the  inhabitants  said  the  water 
was  on  lire.  But  on  the  13th  of  August  the  British  sloop  Pelican  at- 
tacked and  captured  the  Argus,  and  Allen  was  killed. 

The  new  year  dawned  cheerlessly  for  New  York  in  the  midst  of  a 
blinding  storm  of  snow  and  sleet.  Rumors  had  reached  the  city  of  great 
disasters  to  Napoleon  at  Leipsic  on  the  18th  of  October.  His 
downfall  was  unquestionably  near  at  hand,  an  event  that  would 
give  Great  Britain  opportunity  to  send  immense  forces  against  the  United 
States.  Russia's  proffered  mediation,  which  had  induced  the  sending  of 
Albert  Gallatin  and  James  A.  Bayard  to  St.  Petersburg  to  act  with  John 
Quincy  Adams  in  treating  for  peace,  was  refused  by  Great  Britain ;  she 
seemed  less  inclined  than  ever  to  recede  from. her  assumptions  concern- 
ing the  right  of  search  and  impressment. 

To  add  to  the  general  gloom,  a  courier,  thirty-one  days  on  the  road 
from  the  region  of  the  Indian  war  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  instigated  the 
year  before  by  Tecumseh,  reported  British  fleets  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
New  Orleans  menaced,  and  Mobile  and  St.  Augustine  in  imminent  danger. 
General  Andrew  Jackson  had  responded  to  the  fearful  cry  for  help  in  tlie 
South,  when  the  Creek  savages,  like  demons,  fell  at  noon,  August  20, 1813, 
upon  Fort  Mims,  a  frontier  post  in  Alabama,  massacring  three  hundred 
and  thirty  men,  women,  and  children,  in  a  manner  so  horrible  that  history 
recoils  from  the  recital.  Jackson  had,  in  turn,  fallen  upon  the  Indian 
villages  with  destructive  fury,  and  fought  many  bloody  battles.  But 
when  the  year  went  out  he  was  in  want  of  means  and  forces,  and  uncer- 
tain of  the  future.  It  was  not  until  the  27th  of  March,  1814,  that  the 
last  great  struggle  of  the  Creeks  occurred  at  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa, 
where  six  hundred  of  their  warriors  were  left  slain  upon  the  field ;  and 
the  residue  of  the  wasted  nation  sued  for  peace. 

New  York  at  the  same  moment  was  painfully  agitated  over  the  Embargo 
Act  of  Congress,  which,  in  accordance  with  the  confidential  advice  of  ]\Iad- 
ison,  passed  into  a  law  on  the  17th  of  December.  It  was  fiercely  opposed 
everywhere  by  the  Federalists.  It  was  aimed  at  the  New  England  people, 
who,  it  was  alleged,  sold  supplies  to  the  British  vessels,  and  thereby  saved 
their  coast  from  devastation.  The  provisions  of  this  act  were  excessively 
stringent ;  nothing  whatever,  in  the  way  of  goods,  live-stock,  or  specie. 
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could  be  carried  from  one  point  to  another  upon  water-craft  of  any  de- 
scription. Thus  the  sea-board  towns  were  suddenly  deprived,  in  the 
heart  of  winter,  of  fuel  and  other  necessaries,  which  they  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  obtaining  from  the  coasters. 

And  while  men  long  out  of  employment  were  driven  to  madness  by 
this  oppressive  enactment,  New  England  threatened  to  negotiate  peace 
with  Great  Britain  for  herself  alone,  and  let  the  country  beyond  the 
Hudson  fight  until  satisfied.  In  short,  open  defiance  was  hurled  at  tlie 
national  government,  and  the  cause,  origin,  conduct,  and  probable  results 
of  the  war,  discussed  with  rancorous  bitterness.  Madison  seriously  ap- 
prehended the  secession  of  the  New  England  States.  Their  doctors  of 
divinity  advocated  a  war  for  peace,  so  to  speak,  from  tlie  pulpit.  One 
minister  said :  "  If  the  rich  men  persist  in  furnishing  money,  war  will 
continue  till  the  mountains  are  melted  with  blood  —  till  every  field  in 
America  is  white  with  the  bones  of  the  people  ;"  while  another  exclaimed: 
"  Let  no  man  who  wishes  to  continue  the  war  by  active  means,  by  vote 
or  lending  money,  dare  to  prostrate  himself  at  the  altar,  for  such  are  ac- 
tually as  much  partakers  in  the  war  as  the  soldier  who  thrusts  his  bay- 
onet, and  the  judgment  of  God  will  await  them."  Finally  the  clamor  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Embargo  Act  became  so  general  that  the  President  on 
the  19tli  of  January  issued  a  recommendation  to  that  effect,  which  was 
hailed  with  delight  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country.  The 
act  of  Congress  for  the  repeal  of  the  measure  became  a  law  April 
April  14.  ^^  _  ^^^  event  was  celebrated  with  bonfires  and  speeches,  and  all 
the  rhymers  rhymed  ;  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post  appeared  a  cartoon, 
designed  by  John  Wesley  Jarvis,  and  engraved  on  wood  by  Anderson, 
representing  the  "  Death  of  the  Terrapin,  or  the  Embargo,"  of  which  the 
sketch  is  a  copy,  accompanied  with  some  humorous  lines,  beginning  tlius  : 

"  Reflect,  my  friend,  as  you  pass  by. 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I  ; 
As  I  am  now,  so  you  may  be  — 
Laid  on  your  back  to  die  like  me  ! " 


"Dealh  of  the  Terrapin,  or  the  Embargo 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 

1814,  1815. 
THE  FINAL  STRUGGLE. 

Peace  Commissioners. —  The  Battle  of  Uhii>i'ewa. — Battle  of  Lundy's  Lane. — 
Sortie  from  Fort  Erie.  —  Honors  to  the  Heroic  Commanders.  —  The  City  of  New- 
York  IN  Alarm.  —  Citizens  working  on  the  Fortifications.  —  Cadwallaper 
David  Colden.  — Burning  of  the  City  of  Washington.  —  New  York  City  Cur- 
rency. —  Financial  Affairs.  — The  September  of  Blood.  —  The  Temper  of  New 
York.  —  Baltimore  Assailed. —Invasion  of  New  York  through  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  —  Great  Victory  of  Macdonough  and  Macomb.  —  Privateers.  —  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Chester  Reid.  —  Thrilling  Defense  of  the  General  ArxMstrong.  — 
Jackson's  Defense  of  New  Orleans.  —  The  Fortifications  of  New  York  City.  — 
New  England's  Opposition  to  the  National  Government.  —  Naval  Affairs.  — 
Military  Parade  in  New  York  City.  —  Darkness  and  Gloom.  —  The  Treaty  of 
Peace.  —  The  Sabbath  of  Thanksgiving. 

THE  pulse  of  New  York  beat  irregularly  as  the  spring  opened.     Ap- 
prehension alternated  with  uncertainty,  dread  with  a  sense  of  in- 
security, hope  with  despair.     Every  event  of  the  war  affected  her 
affairs.     Every  calamity  drew  upon  her  resources.     No  other  city 
stood  in  the  same  relation  to  the  North  and  the  South,  and  none  other 
was  so  much  the  object  of  British  enterprise  and  ambition. 

Matters  seemed  approaching  an  awful  crisis :  the  outlook  from  every 
point  of  view  had  been  altered  by  the  unexpected  turn  of  the  wheel  of 
fortune  in  Europe.  Napoleon  had  fallen.  He  abdicated  the 
throne  of  France  on  the  11th  of  April,  and  a  prince  of  the  house  ^^ 
of  Bourbon  reigned  in  his  stead.  Thus,  large  bodies  of  veteran  troops 
were  idle,  and  Great  Britain  proceeded  without  delay  to  ship  them  to 
America.  The  intimations,  in  early  winter,  that  commissioners  from  the 
United  States,  to  treat  directly  with  Great  Britain  for  peace,  would  receive 
respectful  attention,  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  the  three  gentlemen 
already  in  Eussia,  and  of  Henry  Clay,  and  Jonathan  Eussell,  to  form  such 
a  commission.  Albert  Gallatin  and  James  A.  Bayard  spent  two  montlis 
in  London  endeavoring  to  pave  the  way  for  peace.  Ghent,  in  Holland, 
was  finally  agreed  upon  as  the  place  of  negotiation.  But  the  British 
government  appeared  in  no  hurry  to  appoint  negotiators. 

There  was  a  war-party  in  England,  furious  and  passionate,  which  had 
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suddenly  become  formidable.  "  Let  us  make  Madison  resign  and  follow 
Bonaparte  to  some  transatlantic  Elba,"  it  cried,  in  prophetic  arrogance. 
Prominent  statesmen  of  the  realm,  who  had  never  seen  America  except 
on  the  maps,  thought  it  extremely  easy  to  surround  and  conquer  the  na- 
tion whose  insolence,  encouraged  by  naval  successes,  was  no  longer  to  be 
tolerated.  "  Distress  the  coasts  all  the  way  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans, 
invade  New  York  through  Lake  Champlain  and  Lake  Ontario,  and  strike 
New  York  City  by  approaches  from  the  sea,"  was  the  outline  of  their  pro- 
posed plan  of  operations.  The  war,  they  said,  must  assume  a  new  charac- 
ter —  that  of  offense.  In  short,  the  British  war-party,  with  the  London 
Times  at  its  head,  demanded  the  signal  punishment  of  a  pusillanimous 
and  unnatural  nation  of  Democrats,  who  had  seized  the  moment  of  her 
greatest  pressure  to  force  a  war  upon  England. 

Congress,  meanwhile,  labored  to  increase  the  army  and  raise  money  for 
its  support.  Wilkinson  was  relieved  of  his  command,  and  the  brigadiers, 
Jacob  Brown  and  George  Izard,  commissioned  major-generals.  The 
latter  was  the  son  of  Ralph  and  Alice  De  Lancey  Izard,  and  the  great- 
grandson  of  Lieutenant-governor  Colden  of  New  York  memory.  He 
possessed  the  military  spirit  which  characterized  his  Van  Cortlandt, 
Schuyler,  and  De  Lancey  ancestors,  and,  having  received  a  military  edu- 
cation in  Europe,  much  was  hoped  when  he  was  placed  in  com- 
^^'  mand  of  the  main  column  at  Plattsburg.  Alexander  Macomb, 
Winfield  Scott,  Edmund  Pendleton  Gaines,  Colonel  Ripley,  Daniel 
Bissell,  and  Thomas  A.  Smith  were  made  brigadiers.  Scott  was  sent  to 
conmiand  in  the  vicinity  of  the  desolated  Niagara  frontier.  The  naval 
commander,  Thomas  Macdonough,  was  employed  at  Otter  Creek,  superin- 
tending the  construction  of  war-vessels  with  which  to  drive  the  British 
i'rom  Lake  Champlain.  Chauncey,  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  was  confident  of 
securing  the  mastery  of  Lake  Ontario ;  he  had  four  new  ships  on  the 
stocks,  two  of  which  were  heavy  frigates ;  but  the  transportation  of  the 
guns  and  equipments  from  New  York  to  Oswego,  and  thence  by  the  lake 
shore  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  was  a  slow  and  hazardous  matter,  resulting  in 
several  sharp  conflicts  with  the  enemy.  Oswego  was  attacked  unexpect- 
edly on  the  6th  of  May,  and  the  fort  captured ;  after  destroying  the  mili- 
tary stores,  the  British  returned  to  Canada. 

The  reader,  for  a  just  estimate  of  the  situation,  must  bear  constantly  in 
mind  that  there  was  then  no  telegraph  for  the  quick  transmission  of 
startling  news,  nor  railways  over  which  soldiers  might  be  borne  in  a 
night  to  the  relief  of  the  distressed.  The  greater  portion  of  the  frontier 
was  a  wilderness,  roads  were  little  more  than  openings,  toilsome  marches 
through  swamps  and  forests  were  chiefly  on  foot,  and  the  troops  were  com- 
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pelled  to  lift  horses  and  cannon  out  of  the  mire  at  any  moment.  The 
topography  and  geography  of  the  country  were  ahnost  as  imperfectly  known 
at  Washington  as  in  London,  hence  orders  were  often  amusing  enigmas  to 
the  officers  by  whom  they  were  to  be  executed.  General  Brown  marched 
from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Geneva,  and  from  Geneva  to  Sackett's  Harbor, 
then  again  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Batavia,  where  he  remained  four 
weeks,  before  his  ambiguous  instructions  were  rendered  sufficiently  intel- 
ligible for  him  to  venture  to  invade  Canada  —  which  he  was  imj)atient  to 
do  before  the  British  should  invade  New  York.  An  order  received  by 
Commodore  Woolsey  ran  thus  :  "  Take  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  proceed  to 
Onondaga,  and  take  in  at  Nicholas  Mickle's  furnace  a  load  of  ball  and  shot, 
and  proceed  at  ouce  to  Bufflilo."  The  perplexed  officer's  interpretation 
was,  "  Go  over  Oswego  Falls,  and  up  the  river  to  Onondaga  Lake,  thence 
ten  miles  into  the  country  by  land  to  the  furnace,  and  returning  to  Oswe- 
go, proceed  to  the  Niagara,  and  up  and  over  Niagara  Falls  to  Buffalo ! " 

Before  the  end  of  June  Brown  was  in  Buffalo,  which  was  already  rising 
again  from  its  ashes,  and,  crossing  the  river  in  the  night,  appeared 
in  sight  of  Fort  Erie  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July.     The  post 
was  so  wanting  in  the  means  of  defense  that  its  British  commander  sur- 
rendered without  firing  a  gun,  and  the  garrison  was  marched  into  the 
interior  of  New  York  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  next  day  the  Americans  advanced  into  Canada,  Scott  taking  the 
lead  with  his  brigade.  On  the  5th,  they  met  the  British  veterans  on  the 
plains  of  Chippewa,  and  a  decisive  battle  was  fought  and  gallant- 
ly won  in  the  open  field.  The  British  were  driven  off  in  disorder.  "^^  ^' 
Brown  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War :  "  I  am  indebted  to  Scott  more  than 
to  any  other  man  for  this  victory ;  he  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  our 
country  can  bestow.  His  brigade  has  covered  itself  with  glory."  Scott, 
in  turn,  spoke  in  the  warmest  terms  of  the  essential  services  rendered 
by  three  young  New  York  officers,  members  of  his  military  ftimily,  who 
were  conspicuous  in  the  field  —  Gerard  I).  Smith,  George  Watts,  and 
William  Jenkins  Worth  —  and  they  were  each  brevetted.  Scott  made 
special  mention  of  Watts,  not  only  in  public  correspondence,  but  in  pri- 
vate conversation,  saying,  "  he  was  bravery  itself,  and  by  remarkable  cool- 
ness and  courage  saved  my  life  at  a  moment  in  the  beginning  of  the  bat- 
tle when  the  Indians  were  striving  to  obtain  my  scalp."  Both  Watts 
and  Worth  greatly  distinguished  themselves  "at  critical  moments  by 
aiding  tlie  commandants  of  corps  in  forming  the  troops,  under  circum- 
stances which  precluded  the  voice  from  being  heard,  and  their  conduct 
was  handsomely  acknowledged  by  all  the  officers  of  the  line."  George 
Watts  was  the  son  of  Hon.  John  Watts,  srandson  of  Counselor  John 
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Watts  of  colonial  memory,  and  doubly  descended,  througli  his  mother  and 
f-randmother,  from  the  New  York  De  Lanceys.  He  was  the  first  cousin 
of  Major-general  Izard,  and  also  of  Stephen  Watts  Kearny.  Worth  was 
then  only  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  subsequently  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  a  period  covering  some  thirty-six  years, 
including  the  war  with  the  Florida  Indians  of  1840-1842,  and  the  great 
Mexican  struggle  of  1846-1848.  The  city  of  New  York  erected  a 
granite  monument  to  his  memory  in  the  little  triangle  at  the  junction  of 
Fifth  Avenue  and  Broadway,  fronting  Madison  Square ;  and  the  name  of 
Anthony  Street  was  changed  to  Worth  Street  in  his  honor. 

Neither  Ripley,  nor  General  Peter  B.  Porter  with  his  militia,  partici- 
pated in  the  action,  but  their  gallantry  in  other  directions  elicited  the 
warmest  praise  from  Brown.  The  victory  was  important  in  its  results,  as 
it  gave  an  impetus  to  enlistments  throughout  the  country,  and  won  gen- 
uine respect  from  the  enemy.  Not  over  three  thousand  men  were  be- 
lieved to  have  been  engaged  —  seventeen  hundred  British,  and  thirteen 
hundred  Americans  •;  the  former  lost  six  hundred  and  four,  and  the  latter 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight.^ 

The  British  commander  fell  back  to  Fort  George,  with  also  a  fortified 
post  upon  strong  ground  some  twelve  miles  up  Lake  Ontario.  Brown 
was  confident  of  being  able  to  cripple  British  power  in  Upper  Canada  if 
he  could  have  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  and  sent  a  messenger  to 
Chauncey  in  hot  haste,  who  returned  on  the  23d  with  a  letter  from 
Gaines,  in  command  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  stating  that  Chauncey  was  sick 
with  fever,  and  his  fleet  blockaded.  Scott  immediately  sought  permis- 
sion to  lead  his  brigade  in  search  of  the  enemy,  and  was  vexed  when 
Brown,  although  anxious  to  draw  on  a  conflict,  declined  to  divide 

"^  ^  '  his  forces.  News  came  the  next  day  that  the  British  were  rein- 
forced and  about  to  strike  for  the  American  supplies  at  Lewiston.  Scott  was 
ordered  with  some  thirteen  hundred  men  to  hasten  down  the  road  towards 
the  Falls  and  create  a  diversion.  Late  in  the  afternoon  while  passing  a 
narrow  strip  of  woods,  he  was  suddenly  confronted  by  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  in  quite  another  locality.  Scott  saw 
the  situation  at  a  glance  ;  to  advance  was  impossible,  to  retreat  was  ex- 
tre  mely  hazardous.  He  instantly  decide  to  attack,  and  impress  the 
enemy  with  the  conviction  that  the  whole  American  army  was  at  hand. 
Then  followed  that  sanguinary  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane,  which  has  few 
parallels  in  history  in  its  wealth  of  gallant  deeds.^     It  was  fought  be- 

1  Niles  Register,  VI.  389  ;  Lossing,  810  ;  Holmes  Anncds,  11.  464. 

2  This  battle,  fought  near  the  great  Falls  of  Niagara,  is  sometimes  called  the  battle  of 
Niagara  ;  the  sharpest  of  the  struggle  occurred  in  Lundy's  Lane,  hence  the  name  which  has 
attaineil  the  widest  celebrity.     It  is  also  called  tlie  battle  of  Bridgewater. 
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tween  sunset  and  niidniglit,  in  the  darkness  —  its  smoke  mingling  with 
the  spray  of  the  cataract,  and  its  musketry  and  artillery  blending  with  the 
ceaseless  roar  of  the  mighty  Niagara.  Scott  sent  a  messenger  to  Brown, 
that  he  was  about  to  engage  the  whole  British  army,  and  reinforcements 
came  swiftly.  It  was  perceived  that  the  key  of  the  enemy's  position  was 
a  battery  upon  an  eminence,  and  Brown,  turning  to  the  gallant  Colonel 
James  Miller,  ordered  him  to  storm  and  capture  it.  The  reply  has  passed 
into  history  "  I  '11  try,  sir."  It  was  one  of  the  most  perilous  charges  ever 
attempted,  but  Miller  and  his  brave  band  calmly  marched  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  blazing  cannon,  and  took  them.  The  exploit  elicited  uni- 
versal admiration:  "It  was  the  most  desperate  thing  we  ever  saw  or  heard 
of,"  said  the  British  oflicers  who  were  made  prisoners.  "  You  have  im- 
mortalized yourself ! "  exclaimed  Brown  the  moment  he  met  Miller  after- 
ward. "  My  dear  fellow,  my  heart  ached  for  you  when  I  gave  you  the 
order,  but  I  knew  that  it  was  the  only  thing  that  would  save  us."  Brown 
was  twice  severely  wounded,  but  he  kept  Iiis  saddle  until  the  victory  was 
won ;  his  gallant  aid,  Ambrose  Spencer  of  New  York,  was  killed.  Scott 
was  exposed  to  death  in  every  part  of  the  field,  and  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him.  He  was  spared  until  the  final  struggle,  when  he  received  a 
severe  wound.  He  was  subsequently  carried  on  the  shoulders  of  gentle- 
men from  town  to  town  to  the  house  of  a  friend  in  Geneva,  where  he 
remained  until  able  to  journey  to  his  home  in  the  east. 

The  Americans  fell  back  on  Fort  Erie  and  strengthened  the  position. 
During  the  month  of  August  the  British  prosecuted  a  siege  with  deter- 
mined vigor.  Gaines  was  ordered  to  the  chief  command,  and  with  Ripley, 
Porter,  Towson,  and  other  brave  officers,  made  a  handsome  defense.  A 
shell  falling  through  the  roof  finally  disabled  Gaines,  and  Brown  hastened 
from  Batavia,  with  shattered  health  and  unhealed  wounds,  to  resume  com- 
mand. He  presently  planned  a  sortie  from  the  fort,  which  for  boldness 
of  conception,  and  the  ability  with  which  it  was  conducted,  has 
never  been  excelled  by  any  event  on  the  same  scale  in  military 
history.  It  accomplished  its  design ;  the  British  advanced  works  were 
captured  and  destroyed,  and  Fort  Erie  saved,  with  Buftklo  and  the  pul)lic 
stores  on  the  frontiers  —  and  possibly  all  Western  New  York.  The 
British  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners,  was  about  one  thou- 
sand ;  they  finally  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion.  The  heroes  were  all 
honored,  individually  and  collectively,  and  medals  with  suitable  devices 
were  given  to  each  of  the  general  officers  by  Congress.  Governor  Tomp- 
kins, in  the  name  of  the  State  of  New  York  presented  General  Brown 
with  an  elegant  sword.  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton,  at  the  head  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city,  presented  him  the  honorary  privilege  of  the  free- 
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Aug.  2. 


Aug. 


dom  of  the  city,  in  a  gold  box,  requested  his  portrait  for  the  gallery  in 
the  City  Hall,  and  tendered  the  thanks  of  New  York  City  to  the  othcers 
and  men  under  his  command. 

During  those  same  hot  August  days  while  Fort  Erie  was  besieged, 
New  York  City  was  in  a  fearful  excitement  on  her  own  account.  It  was 
well  known  that  her  defenses  were  feeble  ;  and  her  young  and  able-bodied 
men  had  gone  to  the  frontiers  in  such  large  numbers  that  few  were  left 
for  service  at  home.     Secret  intelligence  suddenly  came  of  a  premeditated 

attack  upon  the  city,  and,  as  if 
to  confirm  the  story,  a  powerful 
British  force  appeared  in  the 
Chesapeake.  Mayor  De  Witt 
Clinton  issued  a  stirring  appeal 
to  the  citizens  on  the  2d  of 
August,  calling  upon  them 
to  offer  their  personal  services  and 
means  to  aid  in  the  completion  of 
the  unfinished  fortifications.  On 
the  9th,  in  response  to  a  call 
signed  l)y  Henry  Eutgers 
and  Oliver  Wolcott,  an  immense 
throng  assembled  in  the  City  Hall  Park,  and  chose  from  the  Common 
Council,  Colonel  Nicholas  Fish,  Gideon  Tucker,  Peter  Mesier,  George 
Buckmaster,  and  John  Nitchie,  a  Committee  of  Defense,  clothed  with 
ample  power  to  direct  the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment in  the  business  of  protection.  The  work  commenced  on  the  heights 
around  Brooklyn  the  same  day,  under  the  direction  of  General  Joseph 
G.  Swift.  Only  four  days  after  the  meeting  in  the  Park,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defense  reported  three  thousand  persons  laboring  with 
pickaxes,  shovels  and  spades.  Masonic  and  other  societies  went  in  bodies 
to  the  task ;  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  an  organization  opposed 
to  the  war,  went  over  with  their  banner  bearing  the  portrait  of  Washing- 
ton, each  man  with  a  handkerchief  containing  a  supply  of  food 
for  the  day;  on  the  15th  the  city  newspapers  were  suspended 
that  all  hands  might  work  on  the  fortifications  ;  two  hundred  journeymen 
printers  went  over  together  ;  two  hundred  weavers  ;  a  large  procession  of 
butchers  bearing  the  flag  used  by  them  in  the  great  Federal  procession  of 
1789  —  on  which  was  an  ox  prepared  for  slaughter;  numerous  manufactur- 
ing companies  with  all  their  men ;  and  the  colored  people  in  crowds.  On 
the  20th  five  hundred  men  went  to  Harlem  Heights  to  work  upon 
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intrenchments  there ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  fifteen  hundred  Irish- 
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men  crossed  into  Brooklyn  for  the  same  purpose ;  school-teacliers  and 
their  pupils  went  together  to  give  their  aid ;  and  little  boys,  too  small  to 
handle  a  spade  or  pickaxe,  carried  earth  on  shingles.  It  was  a  scene 
never  to  be  forgotten.  One  morning  the  people  of  Bush  wick,  Long  Island, 
appeared,  accompanied  by  their  pastor,  Eev.  John  Bassett,  who  opened 
the  operations  with  prayer,  and  remained  all  day  distributing  refresh- 
ments and  encouraging  the  laborers.  Citizens  from  neighboring  towns 
and  from  New  Jersey  proffered  their  services. 

The  air  was  thick  with  alarms.  Every  day  brought  fresh  accounts  of 
invasions,  and  depredations  committed  along  the  New  England  coasts. 
The  eastern  portion  of  Maine  was  taken  by  the  British,  and  eight  hun- 
dred troops  left  to  hold  the  conquered  region.  Stonington,  Connecticut, 
was  the  theater  of  a  most  distressing  bombardment  for  three  days.  Massa- 
chusetts was  menaced,  and  her  authorities  instituted  active  measures  for 
defense.  In  Boston  every  class  of  citizens,  as  in  New  York,  volunteered 
to  work  on  the  fortifications.  "  I  remember,"  said  an  eyewitness,  "  the 
venerable  Dr.  Lathrop  with  the  deacons  and  elders  of  his  church  each 
shouldering  his  shovel  and  doing  yeomen's  service  in  digging,  shoveling, 
and  carrying  sods  in  wheelbarrows."  So  far  from  finding  the  Nevv- 
Englanders  attached  to  the  British  cause,  the  marauding  parties  were 
amazed  at  the  spirit  and  execution  of  the  militia  who  met  and  drove  them 
from  their  borders. 

Tidings  of  a  portentous  character  reached  the  city  on  the  27th.  Wash- 
ington, the  capital  of  the  nation,  had  been  captured  by  the  British,  aud 
the  torch  applied  to  its  public  buildings,  many  of  its  private  dwell- 
ings,  the  navy-yard,  national  shipping,  and  the  great  bridge  over 
the  Potomac.  With  the  unfinished  Capitol  was  destroyed  the  valuable 
private  library  of  Congress ;  the  walls  of  the  edifice  stood  firm,  however, 
and  were  used  in  rebuilding.  The  shell  of  the  President's  house  likewise 
stood,  like  a  monument  of  the  Middle  Ages,  to  mark  the  track  of  the  bar- 
barian. Mrs.  Madison  packed  as  many  cabinet  papers  into  trunks  as 
would  fill  one  carriage,  and  secured  some  silver  plate.  A  message  reached 
her  to  fly  to  a  place  of  safety ;  but  she  insisted  upon  waiting  to  take 
down  the  large  portrait  of  Washington,  by  Stuart,  and  when  the  process 
of  unscrewing  it  from  the  wall  was  found  too  slow,  she  ordered  the  frame 
to  be  broken  and  the  canvas  taken  out  and  rolled  up.  Two  gentlemen 
from  New  York,  Mr.  De  Peyster  and  Mr.  Jacob  Barber,  entering  at  the 
moment,  she  consigned  the  picture  to  their  care.  The  accumulated  docu- 
ments of  the  State  Department  were  packed  into  carts  by  their  custodian, 
and  hastily  conveyed  across  the  Potomac  some  twenty  or  more  miles  into 
the  woods  of  Virginia,  where  they  were  safely  lodged  under  a  farmer's 
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roof.  Eome  in  the  worst  days  of  Europe  had  never  experienced  any  such 
fate  as  our  national  capital,  and  the  effect  was  instantaneous.  Thousands 
upon  thousands  who  had  previously  withheld  their  services  hencefor- 
Avard  gave  the  war  their  firm  and  steady  support.  The  outrage  upon 
taste  and  the  arts  and  humanity,  instead  of  crushing  or  dividing  the 
American  people,  served  to  unite  all  parties  against  the  common  enemy. 
The  blow  aimed  by  the  British  government  recoiled  upon  itself. 

The  city  of  New  York  and  its  suburbs  became  one  vast  camp,  animated 

by  indomitable  determination  to  uphold  the  national  honor,  and  preserve 

at  all  hazards  the  beautiful  commercial  metropolis.     On  the  29tli 

^^       a  requisition  was  made  for  twenty  thousand  militia  from  New 

York  and  New  Jersey  to  be  concentrated  in  and  about  the  city,  and  the 

corporation  raised  the  funds  to 
meet  the  necessary  expenses,  un- 
der a  pledge  of  reimbursement  by 
the  general  government. 

The  scarcity  of  specie  and  the 
drains  made  on  the  banks  caused 
a  su.spension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, which  continued  un- 

^6      «1X  l'EI\TS. g  ti^  tl^^  ^^'•'^^  Monday  in  July,  1817. 

^^^mm^i^^^i'^'-zw^s^^u^s^w^  The  want  of  small   change  for  a 

The  above  lias  tlie  following  cut  on  the  "back :  circulating    medium  induced    the 

corporation  to  issue  a  substitute 
in  small  paper  bills,  signed  by 
John  Pintard,  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  passed  current  in  all  pay- 
ments and  facilitated  business. 
There  were  further  issues  from 
time  to  time.  The  total  amount  of 
these  small  bills  was  two  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars. 

The  derangement  of  financial  affairs  was  such  at  this  juncture  that 
many  thought  it  impossible  for  the  government  to  maintain  its  army  and 
navy.  In  March  a  twenty-five  million  loan  had  been  authorized,  in 
addition  to  former  loans ;  but  less  than  half  that  amount  had  been  raised 
as  yet,  owing  to  the  exorbitant  terms  demanded  by  the  money-lenders. 
The  pressure  for  funds  was  so  great  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
issued  stock  as  well  as  treasury  notes  with  which  to  borrow  currency, 
but  the  banks  of  New  York  refused  to  loan  their  bills  without  additional 
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security.  It  was  uuderstood,  however,  that  if  treasury  notes  endorsed 
by  Governor  Tompkins  were  deposited,  the  money  would  be  forthcoming. 
Eufus  King  immediately  waited  upon  the  governor  and  acquainted  him 
with  the  fact.  "  I  should  be  obliged  to  act  on  my  own  responsibility, 
and  should  be  ruined,"  replied  Tompkins.  "  Then  ruin  yourself,  if  it  be- 
come necessary  to  save  the  country,  and  I  pledge  you  my  honor  that  I 
will  support  you  in  whatever  you  do,"  exclaimed  King.  Oliver  Wolcott, 
president  of  the  Bank  of  America,  and  other  prominent  Federalists,  uttered 
similar  sentiments.  Tompkins  endorsed  the  notes  on  his  own  personal 
and  official  security,  and  a  half  million  was  promptly  loaned. 

Nor  was  this  all.  In  the  bankrupt  condition  of  the  treasury,  Tompkins 
was  obliged  to  advance  money  to  keep  the  cadets  at  West  Point  from 
starving,  to  sustain  the  recruiting  service  in  Connecticut,  and  to  pay 
workmen  employed  in  the  manufactory  of  arms  at  Springfield.^  He 
also  issued  a  stirring  call  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  to  send  arms  of 
every  description  to  the  State  arsenal,  for  which  they  should  receive  cash. 
And  through  his  active  exertions  forty  thousand  militia  were  in  the  field 
in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time,  not  for  the  defense  of  New  York 
City  only,  but  of  Plattsburg,  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  Buffalo.  Between  six 
and  ten  thousand  were  mustered  into  actual  service  in  New  York  City 
September  2,  under  Major-generals  Morgan  Lewis,  and  Ebenezer 
Stevens  of  Eevolutionary  distinction.  Cadwallader  David  Colden 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  all  the  uniformed  militia  companies 
of  the  city  and"  county.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Lieutenant-governor 
Colden,  a  man  of  exceptional  learning,  and  a  commercial  lawyer,  who 
stood  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  He  was  born  in  1769,  and  his  edu- 
cation, begun  in  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  during  the  stormy  scenes  of  the 
Revolution,  was  completed  in  London,  in  1785.  He  was  as  remarkable  for 
energy  and  strength  of  character  as  his  illustrious  grandfather  —  alert  in 
every  fiber  and  alive  in  every  sense ;  and  he  also  possessed  that  rare 
combination  of  the  scholar  and  the  man  of  affairs  which  distinguished  the 
Lieutenant-governor  through  the  whole  of  his  long  and  chequered  career. 

Each  company  had  its  parade-ground,  where  the  citizens  who  quartered 
at  home  were  drilled  for  three  and  four  hours  each  morning  and  after- 
noon. Men  of  all  ages  and  callings  filled  the  ranks  —  the  old  merchant 
and  the  young  boot-black,  the  gentleman  of  leisure  and  his  butcher  and 
baker,  the  white-haired  doctor  and  the  college  student,  the  man  of  wealth 
and  the  industrious  mechanic.  Nobody  stopped  to  argue  about  the  right 
or  wrong  of  the  "  wicked  war."  A  mighty  community  of  soldiers  seemed 
suddenly  to  have  sprung  into  existence. 

1  Hildreth,  VI.  519  ;  Hammond,  I.  378  ;  Lossiiuj,  10,  19  ;  Uandull,  195. 
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Washington  Irving  offered  bis  services,  and  was  made  the  aid  and 
secretary  of  Governor  Tompkins,  vi'ith  the  rank  of  colonel.  His  name  first 
appears  attached  to  a  general  order  on  the  2d,  the  day  of  the  muster. 
An  incident  on  a  Hudson  Eiver  steamboat,  in  which  he  figured,  illus- 
trates the  spirit  of  the  hour.  A  passenger  came  on  board  at  Poughkeepsie 
about  midnight,  and  in  the  darkness  of  the  cabin  proclaimed  the  news  of 

the  fall  of  Washington 
City,  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  distressing 
scenes.  Some  one  lifted 
his  head  from  a  pillow, 
and  in  a  tone  of  compla- 
cent disdain,  wondered 
what  Jimmy  Madison 
would  say  now  ?  Irving 
responded  with  emphasis : 
"  Let  me  tell  you,  sir, 
it  is  not  a  question  about 
'  Jimmy  Madison,'  or 
'  Johnny  Armstrong.'  The 
pride  and  honor  of  the 
nation  are  wounded  ;  the 
country  is  insulted  and 
disgraced  by  this  barbar- 
ous success,  and  every 
loyal  citizen  should  feel 
the  ignominy,  and  be  ear- 
nest to  avenge  it."  In  relating  the  circumstance,  Irving  said,  "  I  could 
not  see  the  fellow,  but  I  let  fly  at  him  in  the  dark." 

Two  of  the  sons  of  Eufus  King  were  in  the  army  —  James  Gore  King 
serving  as  adjutant-general,  and  John  Alsop  King,  afterwards  governor  of 
the  State,  as  lieutenant  of  a  troop  of  horse.  The  latter  is  described  in  his 
military  capacity  as  a  remarkable  disciplinarian.  He  commanded  as  fine 
a  troop  as  ever  paraded  the  streets  of  New  York,  composed  almost  exclu- 
sively of  young  men  from  the  leading  families.  Eobert  Watts,  reputed 
by  his  contemporaries  as  the  handsomest  man  in  the  city,  was  a  major 
under  King  ;  he  was  the  son  of  Hon.  John  Watts,  and  brother  of  George 
Watts,  who  so  recently  distinguished  himself  at  Niagara  —  another  rep- 
resentative of  that  soldierly  Huguenot  race,  the  De  Lanceys.  While 
parading  in  Park  Place  one  morning  the  horse  of  Major  Watts  ran  away, 
and,  to  prevent  accident,  he  reined  him  in  the  direction  of  the  high  fence 
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around  City  Hall  Park,  carried  him  over,  subdued  liini,  and  returned  to 
his  duty  —  a  feat  of  horsemanship  which  his  superior  officer  always  re- 
called in  after  years  with  wonder  and  admiration. 

The  work  on  the  fortifications  was  prosecuted  with  redoubled  vigor. 
Hundreds  of  men  worked  at  nisjht  by  the  light  of  the  moon.     The 

1814. 

number  of  days'  labor  performed  by  the  citizens  of  New  York 
alone  was  computed  at  one  hundred  thousand.     Commodore  Decatur  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  harbor  with  a  force  of  picked  men  ready  for 
action  by  sea  or  land. 

There  was  no  mistaking  the  temper  of  New  York.  While  amid  the 
blackened  ruins  of  the  city  of  Washington  the  heads  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment railed  at  each  other,  and  the  country  was  beleaguered  upon  every 
side  by  an  enemy  of  overpowering  strength,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
trampling  upon  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  New  York  calmly  and 
cheerfully  bore  every  burden  of  every  kind  demanded  for  the  honor  and 
safety  of  the  nation.  Of  peace  there  seemed  no  prospect.  The  Ameri- 
can commissioners  were  at  Ghent,  but  nobody  came,  at  latest  accounts, 
from  Great  Britain  to  treat  with  them.  The  destruction  of  the  Capitol  be- 
ing accredited  to  the  mismanagement  of  Secretary  Armstrong,  he  retired 
from  the  War  Department  in  disgust.  The  President  invited  Governor 
Tompkins  to  accept  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  in  the  emergency, 
which  he  declined  on  the  ground  that  he  could  serve  the  nation  better  as 
governor  of  New  York;  therefore  Monroe  remained  in  that  office,  and  also 
officiated  as  Secretary  of  War  until  the  next  March.  Postmaster-general 
Gideon  Granger,  who  had  during  his  twelve  years  in  the  cabinet  greatly 
improved  the  postal  affairs  of  America,  was  superseded  by  Eeturn  Jona- 
than Meigs,  governor  of  Ohio.  Granger  took  up  his  abode  in  New  York, 
and  soon  gave  one  thousand  acres  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  Erie  Canal. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  British  government  had  distributed  its 
enormous  wealth  of  men  and  money,  on  land  and  water,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  invade  the  United  States  at  points  far  distant  from  each  other  simul- 
taneously.   Septemljer  was  marked  with  blood.    Between  the  12th 
and  15th  of  the  month  the  British  attempted  to  seize  Mobile,  but, 
through  the  sleepless  sagacity  of  Jackson,  met  with  a  mortifying  repulse. 
On  these  very  same  September  days  Baltimore  was  assailed,  and  Fort 
McHenry  bombarded  by  Boss  and  Cockburn  ;   it  was  during  this  excit- 
ing cannonade,  between  midnight  and  dawn  of  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
that  "  The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  our  national  lyric,  was  written 
by  Francis  Scott  Key,  while  anxiously  pacing  the  deck  of  one  of  ^^  ' 
the  British  vessels,  whither  he  had  gone  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  solicit 
the   release   of  certain  prisoners,  and  where  he  was   detained   pending 
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the  attack.  Baltimore  was  successfully  defended,  which  was  another 
humiliating  blow  to  the  enemy. 

Preparations  to  invade  New  York  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain  were  in 
the  mean  time  conducted  with  great  secrecy  and  address  ;  it  was  believed 
in  London  that  Sir  George  Prevost  would  presently  shake  hands  with 
Koss  and  Cockburn  in  the  valley  of  the  Hudson,  and  that  the  besiegers  of 
Fort  Erie  would  be  present  at  the  meeting.  A  powerful  army  of  fourteen 
thousand  men,  commanded  by  the  most  experienced  officers  in  the  Brit- 
ish service,  made  gradual  approaches  towards  Plattsburg,  from  Montreal, 
between  the  1st  and  5th  of  September.     On  the  6th  these  veterans 

^^  '  '  marched  upon  Plattsburg  and  were  severely  checked  in  their  plans, 
after  fighting  desperately  all  day;  from  the  7th  to  the  lltli  they  were 
employed  in  bringing  up  batteries,  trains,  and  supplies.  The  final  battles^ 
by  land  and  by  water,  occurred  on  the  11th.  General  Alexander 
^^  ■  ■  Macomb  commanded  the  American  land  forces,  General  Izard  hav- 
ing been  ordered,  much  against  his  wishes  and  his  judgment,  to  Sackett's 
Harbor,  and  tlience  to  the  relief  of  General  Brown  at  Fort  Erie.  Com- 
modore Macdonough's  squadron  lay  at  anchor  in  Plattsburg  Bay,  well 
prepared  for  battle ;  it  carried  eighty-six  guns,  and  about  eight  hundred 
men.  At  an  early  hour  on  the  11th  the  British  squadron,  mounting 
ninety-five  guns,  with  one  thousand  men,  was  seen  advancing.  As  the 
deck  of  Macdonough's  flag-ship  Saratoga  was  cleared  for  action,  her  com- 
mander fell  upon  his  knees,  with  officers  and  men  around  him,  and  offered 
an  earnest  and  solemn  prayer.  It  was  a  few  minutes  past  nine  when  the 
enemy's  flag-ship  Conjiance  anchored  abreast  of  the  Saratoga  at  a  distance 
of  three  hundred  yards  ;  and  the  other  vessels  took  their  stations  opposite 
those  of  the  Americans.  The  engagement  then  commenced.  For  two 
hours  the  thunder  of  cannon,  the  hiss  of  rockets,  the  scream  of  bombs, 
and  the  rattle  of  musketry  echoed  from  shore  to  shore.  Both  flag-ships 
were  crippled ;  but  Macdonough  displayed  a  masterpiece  of  seamanshi]> 
by  winding  the  Saratoga  round  and  opening  a  fresh  fire  from  her  larboard 
quarter  guns.  The  Confiance,  being  unable  to  effect  the  same  operation, 
soon  surrendered.  The  British  brig  and  two  sloops  struck  their  colors 
within  fifteen  minutes.  The  British  galleys,  seeing  the  colors  of  the 
larger  vessels  go  down,  dropped  their  ensigns.  At  a  little  past  noon 
not  one  of  the  sixteen  British  flags,  so  proudly  floating  over  Lake  Cham- 
plain  when  the  sun  rose,  could  be  seen. 

It  was  a  glorious  and  substantial  victory.  The  loss  of  the  Americans 
was  one  hundred  and  ten,  of  whom  fifty-two  were  killed.  The  total  British 
loss  was  upwards  of  two  hundred.  Macdonough,  with  a  more  than  royal 
courtesy,  declined  the  swords  of  the  commanders  of  his  prizes. 
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The  land-battle  was  commenced  at  the  same  moment  with  that  upon 
the  water,  and  was  conducted  by  Sir  George  Prevost  in  person.  Eepeated 
efforts  under  cover  of  shot  and  shell  to  force  a  passage  of  the  Saranac  River 
were  repulsed  by  the  heroic  New-Yorkers  under  Macomb.  Suddenly  joy- 
ful shouts  pierced  the  air  and  iterated  and  reiterated  along  the  American 
lines.  Thus  was  announced  to  Sir  George  Prevost  the  surrender  of  the 
squadron ;  and  he  withdrew  his  troops  at  once  from  the  contest.  At 
two  o'clock  tlie  next  morning  the  whole  British  army  took  its  flight  ^^  ' 
towards  Canada,  leaving  its  sick  and  wounded  with  munitions  of  war 
and  army  stores  worth  nearly  a  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Sir  George 
Prevost  had  lost  twenty-five  hundred  men  since  entering  the  territory 
of  New  York,  including  deserters  and  prisoners.  Three  days  after  the 
battle,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  British  were  making  their  way 
to  the  St.  Lawrence,  Macomb  disbanded  the  New  York  and  Vermont 
militia,  who  had  nobly  hurried  to  his  aid.  The  expedition  so  boastfully 
projected  cost  Great  Britain  some  two  and  a  half  million  dollars :  and  its 
complete  failure  influenced  the  British  government  to  think  seriously  of 
making  peace. 

Macomb  and  Macdonough  had  won  unfading  laurels,  and  they  received 
the  plaudits  and  the  homage  of  all  America.  In  the  intense  joy  with  which 
the  news  of  their  success  was  received,  the  recent  disaster  at  Washington 
was  for  the  moment  forgotten.  Congress  voted  them  the  thanks  of  the 
nation  and  gold  medals.  Their  oiiicers  of  all  ranks  were  individually 
honored ;  every  man  in  tlie  naval  conflict,  and  in  the  battle  upon  land, 
distinguished  himself  by  daring  intrepidity  so  far  as  he  had  opportunity. 
Governor  Tompkins,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  New  York,  presented 
Macomb  with  a  superb  sword ;  and  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton,  in  the  name 
of  the  corporation,  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold 
box  similar  in  character  to  that  given  to  General  Brown.  Macomb's 
portrait  was  painted  by  Sully  at  the  request  of  the  city,  and  placed  in  the 
gallery  of  distinguished  men.  New  York  gave  Macdonough  two  thousand 
acres  of  land  ;  Vermont  presented  him  two  hundred  acres  on  the  borders 
of  Plattsburg  Bay  ;  and  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  each  gave  him 
a  valuable  lot.  His  portrait  w%^s  painted  for  the  city  by  John  Wesley 
Jarvis. 

As  before  recorded,  the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie  was  on  the  17th  ;  General 
Izard,  with  his  troops  from  Plattsburg,  reached  that  post  soon  after- 
wards, but  no  further  military  movements  of  importance  occurred 
on  the  Niagara  frontier.     Commodore  Chauncey  had  remained  blockaded 
at  Sackett's  Harbor  until  his  flag-ship  Superior  vfdi?,  completed — about  the 
middle  of  June —  when  Sir  James  Yeo  prudently  withdrew  his  blockading 
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vessels.  In  July  Chauncey's  squadron  crossed  Lake  Ontario,  and  from 
the  9th  of  August  for  six  weeks  blockaded  Sir  James  Yeo  in  Kingston 
Harbor,  vainly  manoeuvering  to  draw  him  out  for  combat.  Finally  a 
British  frigate,  pierced  for  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns,  was  completed 
at  Kingston,  and  Chauncey  retired  to  Sackett's  Harbor  to  prepare  for  an 
attack,  which  the  enemy  never  attempted. 

Simultaneously  with  these  important  events  in  New  York,  a  powerful 
expedition  was  preparing  to  move  upon  New  Orleans.  It  was  only  a  few 
years  since  the  vast  territory  of  the  Lower  Mississippi  had  been  pur- 
chased from  France,  and  its  chief  city  was  assailable  from  so  many  points 
that  it  seemed  impossible  to  secure  it  by  ordinary  fortifications  against  a 
hostile  attack.  While  General  Jackson  was  defending  Mobile,  Edward 
Livingston  of  New  York  was  stirring  New  Orleans  into  action.  His 
knowledge  of  the  people  and  of  the  situation  was  complete,  his  judgment 
cool,  and  his  influence  electrical.  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  on  the 
15th  his  polished  oratory  excited  the  mixed,  indolent  population 
of  the  city  to  a  high  pitch  of  loyalty  to  America,  and  a  series  of 
resolutions  which  he  offered  were  adopted  by  acclamation.  There  was 
no  other  man  upon  the  spot  at  all  qualified  for  the  comprehensive  work 
to  be  performed ;  he  furnished  Jackson  with  information  and  maps  dur- 
ing tlie  interval  until  he  could  come  from  Mobile  with  troops,  and,  hence- 
forward, was  his  interpreter  of  the  French  language,  his  military  secretary, 
and  his  confidential  adviser  upon  all  subjects. 

Information  that  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  was  approaching 
with  thirteen  ships  of  the  line  and  transports  bearing  ten  thousand  troops 
hastened  Jackson's  march  to  defenseless  New  Orleans.  His  journey,  how- 
ever, was  not  a  feat  to  be  performed  with  celerity,  and  the  enemy  would 
have  arrived  and  entered  the  city  without  opposition  before  him,  but  for 
a  singular  and  unexpected  detention  of  ten  days  at  Fayal. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  naval  operations  upon  the  ocean  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  national  vessels.  Privateers  harassed  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  and  carried  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe  proofs  of  Ameri- 
can skill  and  seamanship.  The  terror  they  inspired  was  intense.  Their 
achievements  were  marvelous.  They  were  swift-sailing  vessels,  rarely 
captured  by  the  adversary  ;  and,  being  authorized  and  encouraged  by 
government,  their  services  were  conspicuous.  Their  owners  secured  large 
fortunes,  and  the  contest  terminated  much  sooner  because  of  their  exploits. 
The  New-Yorkers  sent  out  one  splendid  privateer  of  seventeen  guns  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  which,  during  a  single  cruise,  was  chased  by 
no  less  than  seventeen  armed  British  ships  and  escaped  them  all ;  and  she 
brought  into  port  goods  valued  at  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  a 
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large  amount  of  specie.  Another  successful  private-armed  cruiser  was 
the  General  Armstrong,  of  only  seven  guns,  built  by  Rensselaer  Havens, 
Thomas  Farmer,  Thomas  Jenkins,  and  other  New  York  merchants ;  she 
sustained  a  fierce  battle  off  the  coast  of  South  America  in  the  spring  of 
1813  with  the  British  sloop  of  war  Coqiictte,  mounting  twenty-seven 
guns,  and  her  commander,  Guy  R.  Champlin,  was  voted  a  handsome 
sword  by  the  stockholders  for  his  gallantry.  The  romantic  career  of  the 
General  Armstrong  would  form  a  chapter  of  itself.  But  the  thrilling 
event  with  which  her  history  closed  was  of  great  moment  to  two  nations, 
as  it  saved  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
from  capture.  This  vessel  was  com- 
manded, in  1814,  by  Captain  Samuel 
Chester  Reid,  then  only  thirty  years 
of  age — a  young  naval  officer  of  merit 
who  served  as  midsliipman  under 
Commodore  Thomas  Truxton.  He 
was  the  idol  of  his  men,  generous  to  a 
fault,  but  vigorous  as  a  ruler  ;  and  in| 
all  emergencies  preserved  their  con- 
fidence through  his  quickness  of  per- 
ception, maturity  of  judgment,  'and 
coolness  in  action.  He  was  tall,  re- 
markably well  formed,  with  much 
personal  beauty,  and  manners  capti- 
vating and  courtly.  He  had  recently 
married  in  New  York  City  the  ac- 
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complished  daughter  oi  Nathan  Jen- 
nings, of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  who  shared  the  hardships  and  glory  of 
Trenton  under  Washington.     He  parted  from  his  bride  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember, little  dreaming  of  the  brilliant  part  he  was  within  three  weeks  to 
perform  in  the  great  drama  of  war. 

The  General  Armstrong  prepared  for  sea  in  the  early  part  of  that  exciting 
month — September — when  the  city  of  New  York  was  like  a  vast 
beehive,  with  its  workmen  on  the  fortifications,  and  w^as  manned 
by  ninety  men  including  officers.  The  first  lieutenant  of  Captain  Reid 
was  Frederick  A.  Worth,  brother  of  the  famous  General  Worth  ;  the  sec- 
ond lieutenant  was  Alexander  0.  Williams,  also  of  New  York,  and  a  most 
promising  young  officer ;  the  third  lieutenant  was  Robert  Johnson,  and 
the  quartermaster  was  Bazilla  Hammond.  At  nine  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  the  vessel  spread  her  sails  and  glided  from  Sandy 
Hook,  effectually  running  the  blockade.     Nothing  of  moment  occurred 
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until  slie  reached  Fayal,  one  of  the  Azores,  belonging  to  Portugal,  where 
about  noon  of  the  26th  she  anchored  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  water. 
Captain  Reid  dined  with  John  B.  Dabney,  the  American  consul, 
Sept. 26.  ^^^^^  politely  ordered  the  water  sent  to  the  vessel  at  once,  as  she 
was  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  in  tlie  morning.  Just  before  sunset  Eeid, 
accompanied  by  the  consul  and  some  other  gentlemen,  returned  to  the 
Genci-al  Armstrong,  and,  as  they  stood  talking  upon  the  deck,  a  British 
sail  appeared ;  before  dark  six  war-vessels,  the  squadron  of  Commodore 
Lloyd,  anchored  in  the  roads.  The  flag-ship  Plantagcnet,  the  frigate  Rota, 
and  the  brig  Carnation  together  mounted  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
(runs.  Not  much  chance  apparently  for  the  little  New  York  brigantine 
of  seven  guns.  The  British  force  numbered  over  two  thousand  men,  who, 
it  would  seem,  might  easily  overpower  ninety.  The  British  vessels  were 
so  placed  that  Eeid  could  not  escape  from  the  port ;  but  the  consul  told 
him  there  was  not  the  slightest  danger  of  his  being  molested  as  long  as 
he  remained  at  anchor  in  neutral  waters.  Commodore  Lloyd,  however, 
in  defiance  of  neutrality  laws  and  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  no 
sooner  discovered  the  saucy  General  Armstrong  than  he  resolved  upon 
her  capture  ;  as  he  was  on  his  way  with  reinforcements  for  the  conquest 
of  New  Orleans,  to  join  Admiral  Cochrane  awaiting  him  at  Jamaica,  he 
A'ery  naturally  thought  the  swift-sailing  privateer  would  be  extremely 
useful  to  the  expedition. 

The  light  of  the  full  moon  enabled  Reid  to  see  the  movements  of  the 
fleet  distinctly,  and  when  boats  were  launched  and  arms  passed  into 
them,  he  suspected  the  truth  and  advised  his  visitors  to  go  on  shore.  He 
then  gave  secret  orders  to  clear  his  deck  for  action,  without  noise  or  com- 
motion, while  he  moved  his  vessel  a  little  nearer  to  the  castle.  About ' 
eight  o'clock  four  boats  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  were  seen 
approaching  rapidly,  as  if  sure  of  their  game.  Eeid  hailed  them  three  or 
four  times,  receiving  no  answer.  As  they  came  alongside  and  attempted 
to  board  the  General  Armstrong  he  gave  the  word  to  his  marines  to  fire, 
and  a  fierce  and  desperate  struggle  ensued,  followed  by  the  shrieks  and 
groans  of  the  wounded  and  dying;  in  a  few  moments  the  enemy  staggered 
back  appalled,  and  cried  for  quarter,  and  the  boats  pulled  off  in  a  sinking 
condition,  with  great  loss. 

It  was  presently  apparent  that  the  squadron  was  ])reparing  for  a  more 
formidable  attack.  The  governor  of  Fayal  sent  a  message  to  Commodore 
Lloyd  forbidding  any  further  hostilities,  as  the  General  Armstrong  was 
under  the  guns  of  the  castle,  and  entitled  to  Portuguese  protection.  But 
the  answer  came,  that  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  shield  the  vessel  the 
gnus  of  the  fleet  would  be  turned  upon  the  town.     The  inhabitants  were 
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intensely  excited,  and  crowded  the  shore  in  breathless  anxiety.  Three 
hours  passed.  There  lay  the  little  privateer,  with  her  tall  tapering  spars, 
resting  on  the  moonlit  waters  as  quiet  and  as  peaceful  as  an  over-wearied 
child.  Not  a  movement  was  to  be  seen,  nor  a  sound  heard  upon  her 
decks.  She  seemed  deserted.  And  yet  she  was  entirely  ready  to  receive 
the  enemy,  and  her  men  were  lying  concealed.  At  midnight  fourteen 
boats,  with  about  five  hundred  men,  took  their  stations  under  covert  of  a 
small  reef  of  rocks  from  which  they  approached  in  solid  column  in  a 
direct  line.  Captain  Eeid  hailed  the  boats  as  before,  and  receiving  no 
answer,  opened  a  destructive  fire  from  which  they  recoiled  for  the 
moment,  then  rallied  and  with  cheers  returned  the  fire,  and  quickly 
reached  the  General  Arimtrong ;  the  attempt  to  board  her  was  made 
upon  every  side  at  the  same  instant,  the  men  led  on  by  the  officers  with  a 
shout  of  "  No  quarters !  "  which  could  be  distinctly  heard  above  the  oaths 
and  cries  and  the  din  of  musketry  by  the  people  of  Fayal,  who  were 
spectators  of  the  frightful  midnight  scene.  The  defense  was  without 
parallel  for  gallantry  in  ancient  or  modern  history.  With  the  skill  and 
might  of  knights  of  old,  Eeid  and  his  well-disciplined  men  drove  back 
England's  best  and  bravest  troops  with  terrible  slaughter.  The  action 
lasted  forty  minutes.  The  enemy  made  frequent  and  repeated  attempts 
to  gain  the  decks,  but  were  repulsed  every  time  at  every  point.  Eeid  lost 
the  services  of  all  his  lieutenants  about  the  middle  of  the  action ; 
Williams  was  killed  and  Worth  and  Johnson  wounded ;  but  by  his  own 
cool  and  intrepid  conduct  a  most  remarkable  victory  was  secured.  He  was 
left-handed,  and  fought  with  both  hands  —  using  his  right  to  fire  pistols 
which  the  powder-boys  handed  him,  and  his  left  in  keeping  off  assaulters 
with  a  cutlass.  The  termination  was  a  total  defeat  of  the  British.  Three 
of  their  boats  were  sunk.  But  one  poor,  solitary  officer  escaped  death,  in 
a  boat  that  contained  fifty  souls.  Some  of  the  boats  were  left  without  a 
single  man  to  row  them  ;  others  with  only  three  or  four.  The  most  that 
any  one  returned  with  was  ten.  Four  boats  floated  ashore  full  of  dead 
bodies.  The  water  of  the  bay  was  crimsoned  with  blood ;  and  the  deck 
of  the  General  Arimtrong  was  slippery  with  human  gore.  The  British 
had  lost  over  three  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded.  "  But  to  the  surprise 
of  mankind,"  wrote  an  English  officer,  "  the  Americans  had  but  two  killed 
and  seven  wounded  ! " 

The  statement  seems  almost  incredible,  but  such  was  the  fact.     "  God 
deliver  us  from  our  enemies,  if  this  is  the  way  they  fight,"  continued  the 
same  writer,  who  was  an  eyewitness  of  the  battle.     At  daybreak 
the  Carnation  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  General  Armstrong, 
which  was  promptly  returned,  and  with  such  severity  that  the  British 


658  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 

brig  retired  for  repairs.  The  town  of  Fayal  was  in  peril,  several  of  the 
inhabitants  having  been  wounded  by  the  guns  of  the  Carnation,  and  a 
number  of  houses  damaged.  Captain  Eeid,  seeing  no  hope  of  saving  his 
vessel,  scuttled  her  and  went  ashore.  The  British  completed  her  destruc- 
tion by  setting  her  on  fire.  Commodore  Lloyd  then  ordered  the  governor 
of  Fayal  to  deliver  up  the  Americans  as  prisoners,  and  met  with  an  un- 
qualified refusal.  He  threatened  to  land  five  hundred  troops  and  take 
them  by  force.  Reid  and  his  men  retired  to  an  old  Gothic  convent, 
knocked  away  the  adjoining  drawbridge,  and  determined  to  defend  them- 
selves to  the  last. 

But  the  British  commander  wisely  abstained  from  an  attempt  to  carry 
his  threat  into  execution.  He  had  lost  the  flower  of  his  officers  and  men, 
and  numbers  of  the  injured  were  dying  from  hour  to  hour.  "  For  three 
days  after  the  action  we  were  employed  in  burying  the  dead  that  washed 
on  shore  in  the  surf,"  wrote  an  Englishman.  Two  British  sloops  of  war, 
tlie  Thais  and  Calypso,  coming  into  port,  were  sent  to  convey  fifty  of  the 
wounded  to  England,  but  were  not  permitted  to  take  a  single  letter  from 
any  person.  The  fleet  was  detained  for  burials  and  repairs  ten  days,  and, 
upon  reaching  Jamaica,  Lloyd  was  severely  censured  for  his  folly  by  the 
Admiral.  Nothing  had  been  gained,  and  the  extent  of  the  injury  to  the 
British  cause  was  incalculable. 

The  spirited  defense  of  the  General  Armstrong  produced  a  great  sen- 
sation throughout  America,  and  was  mentioned  in  England  with  wonder 
and  admiration,  as  the  "  essence  of  heroism."  Probably  no  one  conflict 
of  the  war  placed  the  Americait  character  in  so  proud  a  view.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  glory  won  by  the  skill  and  bravery  of  the  resistance,  Eeid  and 
his  gallant  associates  were  properly  accredited  with  the  salvation  of  New 
Orleans.^  When  the  powerful  and  well-appointed  British  fleet  completed 
its  preparation  at  Jamaica,  it  sailed  for  the  great  emporium  of  the  wealth 
and  treasure  of  the  Southwest.  An  easy  conquest  of  Louisiana  was  ex- 
pected. Sixty  sail  appeared  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  early  in 
December.  But  Jackson  had  already  reached  and  fortified  New  Orleans, 
to  the  great  disappointment  of  the  British,  and  his  clanging  proclama- 
tions were  bringing  together  all  classes  of  the  mixed  population  to  repel 
the  invaders.  A  short  and  decisive  campaign  followed.  The  host  of 
veteran  soldiers,  fresh  from  the  battle-fields  of  Europe,  struggled  an  entire 
month  in  vain  to  fulfill  their  errand.     The  8th  of  January,  1815,  will 

1  Schqfner's  History  of  America,  Div.  IV.,  Chap.  XXIIL,  p.  378;  CoggeshaU's  History 
oj  American  Privateers,  p.  370  ;  American  State  Papers,  XIV.  ;  Naval  Affairs,  p.  493  ; 
Letter  from  Consul  Dabney  to  Secretary  of  State,  October  5,  1814  ;  Letter  to  William  Oobbctt, 
Esq.,  containing  an  English  account  of  the  battle  ;  Cobbett's  Weekly  Register,  December  10, 
1814  ;  Losshufs  Field  Book  of  the  War  of  1812,  p.  1004. 
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long  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  America.  It  was  the  day  of  Jack- 
son's great  victory  over  the  immense  British  army ;.  and  with  a  loss  of 
only  seven  killed  and  six  wounded.^  The  British  suffered  in  every  way. 
They  were  obliged  to  fight  upon  an  open  level  plain,  while  the  Americans 
were  thoroughly  protected  by  breastworks.  Seven  hundred  perished,  in- 
cluding their  commander-in-chief,  and  the  most  experienced  and  bravest 
of  their  ofticers.     Their  loss  altogether  was  upwards  of  three  thousand. 

Captain  Reid  returned  to  New  York  in  December,  traveling  by  land 
from  Savannah,  and  was  everywhere  greeted  with  enthusiasm  and  show- 
ered with  flattering  honors.  At  Eichmond  he  was  tendered  a  public 
dinner  by  the  most  brilliant  men  of  Virginia ;  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Burgesses  presided,  and  William  Wirt  was  vice-president.  The  gov- 
ernor graced  the  festive  scene  with  his  presence ;  and  the  toast  and  song 
passed  from  lip  to  lip  like  an  electric  fire.  When  the  hero  retired  the 
president  gave  the  sentiment  —  "Captain  Eeid  —  his  valor  has  shed  a 
blaze  of  renown  upon  the  character  of  our  seamen,  and  won  for  himself 

laurel  of  eternal  bloom."  In 
other  cities  and  towns  through 
which  he  passed  Reid  was 
feted  and  complimented  in 
the  most  flattering  manner. 
New  York  especially 
seemed  touched  to 
the  heart,  his  offi- 
cers and  men 
being  nearly  all 
from  among  her 
own  people,  and 
Mil  his  return 
liome  he  was 
welcomed  with 
every  demon- 
stration of  grat- 
itude and  affec- 
tion. The  legis- 
lature voted  him  the  thanks  of  the  State  and  an  elegant  sword,  which 
Governor  Tompkins  presented  with  an  appropriate  address,  in  which  he 
said  :  "  Such  heroic  conduct  confounds  the  mind  with  admiration,  and 
the  fame    of  it  has  resounded    to  every  country.     Tlie   whole   civilized 

1  Hunt's  Life  of  Edvard  Livingston,  pp.  201  -205  ;  Bairns  History  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, Vol.  TI.  p.  409  ;   Thompson's  Second  War,  p.  484. 
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world  has  awarded  to  it  the  meed  of  praise."  The  citizens  of  New  York 
City  gave  him  a  handsome  service  of  plate  with  suitable  inscriptions, 
consisting  of  a  large  solid  silver  pitcher  bearing  an  emblematical  engrav- 
ing of  the  action  at  Fayal,  two  silver  tumblers,  a  teapot,  sugar-bowl, 
milk-ewer,  and  bowl.^ 

As  the  autumn  waned  New  York  City  bristled  with  fortifications. 
The  heights  around  Brooklyn  were  covered  with  military  works,  com- 
pletely isolating  the  town.  The  heights  overlooking  Harlem  were  forti- 
fied at  all  points.  Fort  Eichmond  was  built  at  the  Narrows  with  other 
strongholds,  and  guai'ded  by  a  brigade  of  two  thousand  militia  from 
August  to  December.     The  works  on  Governor's  and  Bedloe's  Islands 

1  Samuel  Chester  Reid  was  born  at  Norwich,  Connecticut,  August  25,  1783,  died  in  New 
York  City,  January  28,  1861.  He  was  the  only  surviving  son  of  a  British  officer  of  the  Rev- 
olution, who  married  Rebecca  Chester,  only  daughter  of  John  Chester,  of  Groton,  Connecti- 
cut, a  direct  descendant  of  the  Earl  of  Chester.  Reid  was  married  in  New  York  City  in  1813 
to  the  daughter  of  Captain  Nathan  Jennings,  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  a  lady  distingui.shed 
for  beauty  and  talent.  Their  children  were  :  1.  John  Chester  Reid,  a  graduate  at  West  Point, 
and  aid  to  General  Gaines,  died  unmarried  in  1845  ;  2.  Anna  Johnson  Reid,  married  George 
N.  Sanders  ;  3.  Washington  Reid,  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navj',  died  in  Brazil  in  1850  ; 
4.  Samuel  C.  Reid,  alaw3'er  of  distinction,  married  Josephine,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rowan, 
minister  to  Naples  under  President  Polk,  and  granddaughter  of  the  celebrated  Judge  John 
Rowan,  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  commissioner  to  Mexico  ;  5.  Franklin  Reid,  died  young  ; 
6.  Aaron  Bertrand  Reid,  married  Emma,  daughter  of  S.  D.  Gardner,  of  Haverstraw  ;  7.  Mary 
Isabel  Reid,  married  General  Count  Louis  Palma  Di  Cesnola  ;  8.  Louisa  Gouverneur  Reid, 
married  the  editor  and  poet,  Dr.  John  Savage  ;  9.  William  J.  Reid,  married  Lillie,  daughter 
of  the  poet,  William  Henry  Burleigh  ;  10.  George  Henry,  died  young.  Captain  Reid  was 
subsequently  offered  a  post-captaincy  in  the  navy,  which  he  declined.  He  was  many 
years  port-warden  of  New  York,  and  he  invented  and  erected  the  signal-telegraph  at  the 
Battery  and  the  Narrows,  communicating  with  Sandy  Hook.  He  was  president  of  the  Marine 
Society,  and  rendered  a  great  service  to  our  harbor  and  shipping  by  the  regulation  of  marine 
laws.  He  was  also  distinguished  as  the  designer  of  the  present  arrangement  of  our  national 
flag.  He  was  the  choseci  social  companion  of  most  of  the  great  men  of  the  period.  At  his 
death  his  remains  were  escorted  to  Greenwood  Cemetery  with  every  mark  of  respect  and  hom- 
age which  the  public  could  bestow.  One  of  the  journals  of  the  day  describing  the  funeral  ob- 
sequies, and  dwelling  upon  the  details  of  Reid's  long  and  eventful  career,  said  :  "They  are,  aside 
from  the  romantic  personal  interest  which  hangs  about  them,  among  the  most  important  events 
in  the  history  of  our  nation.  Reid  was,  indeed,  a  man  of  rare  combinations,  —  the  courage  of 
a  lion,  the  venturous  spirit  of  a  crusader,  the  taste  of  a  poet,  and  the  tenderness  of  a  woman  ; 
he  belongeil  to  that  old  school  of  patriots  of  whom  Paul  Jones  was  the  first  and  himself  the 
last.  In  the  lives  of  these  men  are  found  the  most  dauntless  intrepidity,  the  most  manly 
generosity,  and  the  purest  chivalry.  The  sea,  not  as  we  see  it,  calm  and  beautiful,  but  as  it  is 
seen  dashing  against  the  clouds  rent  by  thunder  and  pierced  by  lightning,  the  sea,  not  the 
blue,  the  ever  free,  but  the  bellowing,  bold,  bounding  ocean,  is  pictured  in  such  men  as  Reid. 
And  as  the  vast  procession  followed  his  remains  to  their  final  repose  in  Greeirwood,  the  scenes 
of  our  country's  triumph  passed  before  each  vision.  The  flags,  waving  at  half-mast,  told  of 
the  victories  on  sea  and  land,  and  the  guns  which  boomed  from  the  battery  recited  over  again 
the  terrific  fight  of  the  General  Arinstrong  against  the  midnight  attack,  in  a  neutral  port, 
of  the  British  assassin." 


i 
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were  enlarged  and  strengthened.  Castle  Garden  was  erected  at  the  foot 
of  Broadway ;  Fort  Gansevoort  was  built  at  the  bend  of  the  Hudson,  foot 
of  Gansevoort  Street ;  Fort  Stevens  at  Hallet's  Point  near  Hell  Gate, 
with  a  stone  tower  on  Lawrence  Hill  in  its  rear  —  the  Long  Island 
shore  opposite  was  at  the  same  time  defended  by  fortifications  at  Ben- 
son's Point — and  in  the  middle  of  the  East  Piiver,  Mill  Eock  was  crowned 
with  a  block-house  and  battery  ;  Forts  Clinton  and  Fish  were  erected  to 
protect  jMcGowan's  Pass  on  the  road  to  Harlem,  and  Fort  Laight  on  the 
eminence  overlooking  Manhattanville.  On  the  bank  of  the  Hudson,  near 
the  residence  of  Viscount  Courtenay,  afterward  Earl  of  Devon,  was  a 
strong  stone  tower,  connected  by  a  line  of  iutrenchments  with  Fort  Laight. 
Although  the  city  could  be  approached  from  several  directions,  its  atti- 
tude was  so  defiant  that  the  prospect  was  not  at  all  encouraging  to  the 
enemy. 

October  brought  no  relief.     Congress  quarreled  over  a  project  for  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  government,  and  talked  about  amendino;  the 

°  ='  1814. 

Constitution  ;  while  various  proposals  to  raise  the  prostrate  credit 
of  the  United  States  engaged  attention.     George  W.  Campbell,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  since  Gallatin's  departure  for  Europe  in  February,  re- 
signed immediately  after  reporting  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
national  finances ;   he  was  succeeded  on   the  6th  by  Alexander 
James  Dallas,  who  entered  upon  the  uncertain  duties  of  the  important 
office  with  courage  and  vigor.     Monroe,  as  Secretary  of  War,  proposed  a 
conscription  system  to  increase  the  regular  army.     This  was  denounced 
by  Connecticut  as  unconstitutional,  intolerably  barbarous  and  oppressive, 
and  the   governor  of  the  State  was  authorized  to  call  a  special 

.  Oct  14. 

session  of  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the 
citizens  should  such  a  bill  pass  into  a  law.  Discontent  all  through  New 
England  occasioned  great  alarm  at  Washington.  News  came  that  Massa- 
chusetts had  appropriated  a  million  of  dollars  toward  the  support  of  a 
State  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  to  relieve  the  militia  in  service,  and  to 
be  under  the  exclusive  State  control.  Next  followed  a  mysterious  com- 
munication to  the  State  Department  from  a  pretended  representative  of 
the  royal  family  of  the  Stuarts,  having  certain  claims  to  the  soil  of  New 
York,  which  revealed  the  existence  of  a  treasonable  committee  in  Boston 
preparing  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  New  England,  with  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  the  British  Prince  Ptegent's  brother,  at  its  head  ! 

Madison  lived  in  terror.     William  Wirt,  who  called  upon  him  on  the 
16th,  wrote  :  "  He  looks  miserably  shattered  and  woe-begone.     In 
short,  he  looks  heart-broken.     His  mind  is  full  of  the  New  Eng- 
land  sedition.     I  denied    its   probability,  or  even  its  possibility."     Pie- 
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searches  in  Boston  failed  to  exhume  any  such  committee  or  plot.  But 
the  maturing  plan  of  a  convention  at  Hartford  was  supposed  to  be  a  sign 
that  New  England  seriously  contemplated  withdrawal  from  the  Union. 
Intelligence  from  Ghent  came  also  of  a  disheartening  character.  On  the 
6th  of  August  Lord  Gambier,  Henry  Goulburn,  and  William  Adams  had 
finally  appeared  for  Great  Britain ;  but  their  propositions  were  such  that 
the  American  diplomatists  promptly  declined  to  consider  them.  It 
seemed  for  a  time  as  if  all  efforts  to  negotiate  a  treaty  would  be  fruitless. 

The  legislature  of  New  York  resolved  unanimously  that  the  terms 
°*'*'  ^^'  proposed  by  Great  Britain  w^ere  "  extravagant  and  disgraceful," 
and  voted  to  furnish  a  local  force  of  twelve  thousand  men. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  three  months'  term  of  service  of  the  New 

York  militia,  a  grand  muster  and  review  of  all  the  troops  that 
^°^'  ^"'  could  be  spared  from  duty  took  place  in  the  city,  and  was  de- 
scribed as  the  finest  military  spectacle  witnessed  since  the  Revolution. 
The  line  was  formed  in  Broadway,  the  right  in  Franklin  Street,  and 
reached  out  beyond  the  junction  of  the  Bowery.  The  column  marched 
through  the  priucipal  streets  headed  by  Governor  Tompkins  and  a  numer- 
ous stafi'.i  One  of  the  young  officers  in  the  company  of  riflemen  who  pa- 
raded in  the  procession  was  Samuel  Hanson  Cox,  afterwards  the  celebrated 
pulpit  orator  and  theologian.  The  statesman  and  scholar,  Theodore  Fre- 
linghuysen,  was  the  captain  of  a  company.  Almost  every  New  York 
family  was  represented  in  the  army.  George  Wyllys  Benedict,  son  of 
Eev.  Joel  Tyler  Benedict,  and  elder  brother  of  the  present  Chancellor  of 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  among  the  soldiers.  He 
was  subsequently  professor  in  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  distin- 
guished as  a  naturalist  and  a  jurist.^ 

1  GoodricKs  Chronological  History  of  New  York,  p.  105.  On  the  6th  of  November  the  Com- 
mittee of  defense  made  out  a  report  to  the  Corporation  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  work 
accomplished.  They  made  special  mention  of  the  valuable  services  of  General  Swift,  who 
received  the  thanks  of  the  city,  with  a  request  for  his  portrait.  Goodrich  says  :  "As  a 
final  close  to  the  transaction,  soon  after,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
remitted  to  the  comptroller  of  the  city,  in  full  for  the  mie  millimi  of  dollars  advanced  during 
the  war  by  the  Corporation  for  the  defense  of  this  port,  stock  of  the  six  per  cents  at  the  mai- 
ket  value,  $1,100,009.87  ;  which,  after  adding  other  claims,  in  all  $1,204,3'26.25,  of  the 
city  to  the  principal  loan,  which  the  government  did  not  immediately  allow,  still  left  a  gain 
to  the  city  treasury  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  the  advanced  price  of 
the  stock  afterwards.     Several  years  subsequently  the  debt  was  fully  liquidated." 

2  Prof.  George  Wyllys  Benedict  was  descended  from  Thomas  Benedict,  mentioned  in 
note,  page  202,  Vol.  I.  ;  his  four  sons  all  became  men  of  eminence.  1 .  Charles  Liniiffius 
Benedict,  LL.D.,  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  United  States  Judge  of  the  Eastern  District 
of  New  York,  and  who  has  been  called  upon  to  decide  many  interesting,  novel,  and  impor- 
tant cases  ;  2.  George  Greenville  Benedict,  A.  M.,  editor  of  the  Burlington  Free  Press;   3. 

Robert  Dewey  Benedict,  A.  M.,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  New  York  City  ;  4.   Benjamin  Lincoln 

Benedict,  A.  M.,  well  known  as  a  journalist. 
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Monroe's  scheme  for  a  standing  army  of  conscripts  fell  to  the  ground. 
Dallas  made  little  progress  in  trying  to  establish  a  non-specie-paying 
government  bank.  The  recruiting  service  came  to  a  complete  standstill 
as  winter  opened  for  want  of  funds.  Every  department  of  the  govern- 
ment was  behindhand  in  its  payments.  Tompkins  sustained  the  garrison 
at  New  York  by  his  own  private  credit,  but  it  was  an  exceptional  instance 
among  the  States.  The  treasury,  to  meet  the  pressure  upon  its  resources, 
could  only  issue  new  treasury  notes,  reluctantly  accepted  by  the  most 
necessitous  of  the  government  creditors,  and  passing,  in  private  transac- 
tions, at  a  discount  of  twenty-two  per  cent.  New  tax-bills  were  intro- 
duced into  Congress,  and  opposed  with  angry  vehemence  ;  several  passed 
into  laws  about  the  middle  of  December.     The  year  was  drawing 

Dec  15 

to  a  close  with  nineteen  millions  of  unpaid  debts,  and  only  about 
four  and  one  half  millions  of  uncollected  dues  as  a  treasury  balance. 
And  to  add  to  the  darkness  of  the  hour,  the  dreaded  New  England  Con- 
vention of  twenty-six  wise  and  eminent  men  assembled  at  Hartford  on 
the    16th,  and   proceeded  to  deliberate  with  closed  doors.     For 
three  weeks  the  curiosity  and  suspicion  of  the  war-party  centered 
about  that  little  body.     And  when  it  finally  adjourned,  the  seal  of  secrecy 
was  not  removed  because  of  the  possibility  of  being  obliged  to  reassemble  ; 
thus  the  widest  scope  was  given  to  conjecture  as  to  its  real  designs,  and 
it  was  made  the  target  of  all  manner  of  bitter  denunciations. 

With  the  opening  year  the  helpless  and  almost  hopeless  administration 
was  without  money  or  credit.     The  formidable  armament  of  Ad- 
miral Cochrane  was  known  to  be  on  its  way  to  New  Orleans,  a 
veteran  army  in  Canada  menaced  an  early  invasion  of  New  York  in  the 
spring,  and,  at  latest  accounts,  Great  Britain  refused  to  treat  for  peace 
unless  permitted  to  retain  all  American  territory  which  might  be  held  by 
British  troops  when  the  treaty  was  signed.     Even  the  navy,  which  the 
accomplished  officers  who  composed  the  germ  of  the  service  had  demon- 
strated, from  fact  to  fact,  the  ability  of  the  American  character  to  main- 
tain with  honor,  was  languishing  for  want  of  ships  and  means.     Decatur 
was  ordered  to  sea  in  the  President  as  soon  as  the  danger  of  an  imme- 
diate attack  upon  New  York  City  had  subsided.     He  dashed  past  the 
blockaders  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  dark  night  of  January  14th,  in 
the  midst  of  a  severe  gale  of  wind  and  snow,  but  was  chased  by  the 
whole  British  squadron,  and,  after  maintaining  a  running  fight  along  the 
south  shore  of  Long  Island  for  nearly  three  hours,  was  obliged  to  sur- 
render.    The  Hornet,  Captain  Biddle,  having  successfully  run  the  block- 
ade at  New  London  to  join  Decatur's  squadron,  sailed  unmolested  from 
Sandy  Hook   at  daybreak  on  the  22d,  accompanied  by  the  Peacock  and 
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Tom  Boiolinc,  all  under  Decatur's  command  and  in  ignorance  of  the  fate 
of  the  President.  The  Constitution,  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  cruising  in 
the  vicinity  of  Lisbon  about  a  month  later,  fell  in  with  two  British  ships 
of  war,  the  Cyane  and  the  Levant,  and  captured  them  after  a  sharp  con- 
flict of  forty  minutes.  The  Wasp,  which  had  performed  many  gallant 
exploits  during  1814,  mysteriously  disappeared,  and  all  her  people  per- 
ished in  some  unknown  way  in  the  solitudes  of  the  sea. 

It  was  the  gloomiest  moment  America  had  known  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  But  suddenly  a  gleam  of  light  illuminated  the  horizon. 
News,  first  from  New  Orleans,  then  from  Ghent,  created  boundless  exulta- 
tion. The  tone  of  the  British  government  liad  changed  as  its  troops  were 
defeated  in  one  place  after  another;  and  as  its  demands  were  relinquished, 
no  further  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  accommodation  remained.  A  treaty 
of  peace  was  signed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  two  nations  on  the  24th 
of  December,  1814,  and  immediately  transmitted  to  London.  It  was 
ratified  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  by  the  Prince  Eegent.  The  ship 
Favorite  arrived  in  New  York  under  a  fiag  of  truce  February  11, 
bringing  two  messengers,  one  British,  the  other  American,  with 
the  unexpected  treaty.  It  was  late  Saturday  evening.  If  the  city  had 
been  struck  by  lightning,  the  news  could  not  have  spread  with  more 
rapidity  than  the  word  peace.  People  rushed  into  the  streets  in  an 
ecstasy  of  delight.  Cannon  bellowed  and  thundered,  bells  of  every  de- 
scription rang  in  one  triumphant  peal,  bonfires  were  lighted  at  the  cor- 
ners of  the  streets,  row^s  of  candles  were  placed -in  the  windows,  flags  were 
unfurled  from  steeples  and  domes,  and  night  was  literally  turned  into  day. 
Strong  men  wept  as  they  grasped  each  other  by  the  hand  in  silent  grati- 
tude ;  others  fell  on  their  knees  and  offered  touching  prayers.  Amid 
shouts  and  huzzas,  expresses  were  sent  out  in  every  direction.  No  one 
stopped  to  inquire  about  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  It  was  enough  to  know 
that  peace  was  proclaimed.  The  Sabbath  that  followed  was  a  day  of 
thanksgiving.  The  churches  were  crowded,  and  every  heart  seemed 
melting.  There  was  joy  all  over  the  land,  and  especially  along  the  mari- 
time frontier.  Schools  were  given  a  holiday  in  every  town  as  the  news 
came ;  the  whole  people,  quitting  their  employments,  hastened  to  con- 
gratulate each  other  at  the  relief,  not  only  from  foreign  war,  but  from 
the  terrible  impending  cloud  of  internal  and  civil  struggle. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 

1815-1825. 

PEACE  AND  PROSPERITY. 

New  York  City  and  Harbor.  —  Effects  of  the  War.  —  Gkand  Ball  in  New  York. 
—  The  Treaty  of  Ghent. — Napoleon's  Return  from  Elba. —The  Commercial 
Convention. — Diplomatic  Affairs.  —  Philanthropy.  —  Importance  of  New 
York  in  History.  —  The  Erie  Canal  Project.  — De  Witt  Clinton.  — The  Canal 
Meeting.  —  Clinton's  Celebrated  Memorial.  —  Action  of  the  Legislature. — 
The  Canal  Commissioners.  —  Importations.  —  Einances. — Slavery. — The  new 
Canal  Bill  of  1817.  —  Incredulity.  —  Opposition.  —  The  Battle  of  the  Bill.  — 
Breaking  Ground.  —  Charities.  —  The  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum.  — Societies.  — 
Sabbath  Schools.  —  The  Common-School  System.  —  Emigration.  —  Pauperism  in 
the  City. —Designing  the  National  Flag.  —  The  First  Savings  Bank.  —  The 
Yellow  Fever.  —  Charles  Matthews. — Edmund  Kean.  —  Interior  of  the  Park 
Theater.  —  Social  Life  of  New  York.  — President  Monroe.  — The  Gouverneuiis 
OF  New  York. —Great  Political  Blunder  of  1824.  —  Re-election  of  Governor 
Clinton.  —  Lafayette's  Arrival  in  New  York  City.  —  Breaking  Ground  for 
the  Ohio  Canal.  —  Lafayette's  Tour  through  the  Country.  —  The  Van  Cort- 
LANDT  Manor-house. 

WITH  the  restoration  of  tranquillity  the  whole  aspect  of  New  York 
City  was  transformed  as  if  by  magic.  Stores  and  warehouses 
long  closed  were  freshly  furbished  and  thrown  open,  newspapers  were 
filled  with  advertisements,  government  stocks  advanced,  streets  became 
clogged  with  vehicles  once  more,  the  hum  of  industry  was  heard  on  every 
side,  and  men  with  starving  families  found  ready  employment.  The 
ship-yards  were  literally  alive,  and  commerce  plumed  her  white 
wings  in  preparation  for  flight  to  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  The 
harbor  was  a  peculiarly  animated  picture  as  the  ice  disappeared ;  and 
its  beauty  and  its  magnitude  were  appreciated  as  never  before.  "  Neither 
Naples  nor  Constantinople  unites  the  various  advantages  of  sea  and  river 
communication  for  which  New  York  is  distinguished,"  wrote  an  English 
annalist  of  the  period  ;  while  another  writer  described  the  "  capacious  bay 
formed  by  the  conflux  of  the  two  great  rivers  and  surrounded  by  protect- 
ing headlands,"  as  sufficiently  extensive  to  "  float  in  perfect  safety  all  the 
combined  navies  of  the  world." 
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The  population  of  New  York  City,  according  to  the  census  taken  in 
1814,  was  a  fraction  over  ninety-two  thousand,  inclusive  of  nearly  oue 
thousand  negro  slaves.  The  war  had  interrupted  public  improvements 
of  every  description,  as  well  as  the  general  business  of  the  metropolis. 
But  the  city  was  still  wealthy  with  the  fruits  of  her  wonderful  progress 
since  the  Ke volution,  and  her  leading  citizens  had  lost  none  of  their 
broad  intelligence,  liberal  views,  and  energetic  activity.  The  talent,  en- 
terprise, and  genius  of  all  America  poured  in  ;  and  those  who  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  obtain  a  foothold,  quickly  imbibed  the  spirit  of  the  New 
York  people.  Capital  was  not  confined  exclusively  to  business,  nor  to  the 
city  limits  ;  it  began,  almost  simultaneously  with  the  marvelous  leap  of 
the  city  forward  on  her  grand  career  of  prosperity,  to  flow  into  works  of 
internal  improvement  all  over  the  country  in  never-ceasing  streams. 
The  treaty  of  peace  was  ratified  by  the  President  on  the  17th  of  Feb- 
ruary. The  corporation  of  New  York  appointed  the  19th  as  a 
^^^'  ^^'  day  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  be  observed  by  the  various 
churches  of  the  city  —  and  the  religious  observances  were  of  peculiar 
solemnity  and  interest.  By  order  of  the  corporation,  also,  a  grand  illu- 
mination of  the  "  City  Hall  and  all  inhabited  dwellings  "  took  place  on 
the  evening  of  the  22d,  attended  by  a  most  brilliant  and  costly 
Feb.  22.  ^ijgp^^y  Qf  fireworks.  As  soon  as  preparations  could  be  perfected,  a 
"superb  ball"  was  given  in  honor  of  the  joyful  peace.  Washington  Hall, 
in  Broadway,  contained  a  great  dancing-room,  sixty  by  eighty  feet,  which 
was  arranged  for  this  occasion  to  present  the  appearance  of  a 
March  16  ^^^g^ifl(.g^|3  paviliou  or  temple,  with  eighteen  pillars,  on  each  of 
which  was  the  name  of  a  State  ;  it  was  styled  the  "  Temple  of  Concord." 
At  the  end  of  the  room,  under  a  canopy  of  flags,  and  surrounded  with 
orange  and  lemon  trees  filled  with  fruit,  was  the  "  Bower  of  Peace."  The 
guests  numbered  six  hundred,  and  the  newspapers  of  the  day  pronounced 
the  scene  "  a  picture  of  feminine  loveliness,  beauty,  fashion,  and  elegance 
not  to  be  surpassed  in  America."  ^ 

The  glad  tidings  of  peace  was  received  in  Canada  with  transports  of 
delight ;  and  there  was  great  rejoicing  in  England.  The  treaty  had  not 
secured  all  that  was  desired.  Neither  country  was  exactly  satisfied  with 
the  particular  details  of  the  agreement,  but  it  guaranteed  the  positive 
and  permanent  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  the  perpetuation 

1  Among  the  New  York  ladies  present  at  this  elegant  entertainment  were  the  managers 
of  the  Association  for  the  Relief  of  the  Soldiers  in  the  Field,  formed  in  1814—  Mrs.  General 
Lewis,  Mrs.  Marinus  Willett,  Mrs.  William  Few,  Mrs.  David  Gelston,  Mrs.  Philip  Livings- 
ton, Mrs.  Colonel  Laight,  Mrs.  Thomas  Morris,  Mrs.  William  Ross,  Mrs.  Nathan  Sanford, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Smith,  Mrs.  Luther  Bradish,  Miss  M.  Bleecker,  Miss  H.  Lewis,  Miss  H.  E.  G. 
Bradish. 
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and  growth  of  free  institutions.  It  was,  moreover,  an  acknowledgment 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  the  existence  of  a  formidable  rival  for  the 
supremacy  of  the  seas.  Its  first  article  provided  for  the  termination  of 
hostilities  by  land  and  by  sea.  The  second  related  to  the  period  after 
which  the  capture  of  prizes  should  be  deemed  invalid.  By  the  third 
article  all  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either  side  were  to  be  restored  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty.  By  the  fourth, 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  two  nations  in  reference  to  islands  in  the 
bay  of  Passamaquoddy  were  referred  to  two  commissioners  who  should 
be  appointed,  one  from  each  government.  The  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and 
eighth  articles,  related  to  questions  of  boundary.  By  the  ninth,  it  was 
agreed  that  both  parties  should  put  an  end  to  hostilities  with  the  Indians. 
The  tenth  related  to  the  traffic  in  negro  slaves,  to  promote  the  entire 
abolition  of  which  both  parties  agreed  to  use  their  best  endeavors.  Sin- 
gular as  it  may  seem,  no  mention  was  made  in  the  treaty  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  quarrel.  Great  Britain  quietly  abandoned  her  encroach- 
ments upon  American  commerce,  and  the  right  of  search  and  impress- 
ment was  heard  of  no  more. 

The  American  diplomatists  at  Ghent  gave  a  public  dinner  to  the 
ministers  from  Great  Britain  prior  to  leaving  the  continent ;  the  Inten- 
dant  of  Ghent,  and  numerous  distinguished  gentlemen  were  present. 
Everything  indicated  that  the  most  perfect  reconciliation  had  taken  place 
between  the  two  nations.  Lord  Gambler  arose  to  give  the  first  toast, 
"  The  United  States  of  North  America,"  but  was  prevented  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  John  Quincy  Adams,  who  gave,  "  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land "  —  upon  which  the  music  struck  up  "  God  save  the  King."  Lord 
Gambler  then  gave  as  a  second  toast,  "  The  United  States,  etc.,"  and  the 
music  played  "  Hail  Columbia."  A  supplement  to  the  treaty  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  commercial  intercourse  was  to  be  negotiated  in  London,  and 
Gallatin  and  Clay  proceeded  at  once  to  that  city.  Adams  waited  for  his 
family,  tlien  on  a  long  and  perilous  journey  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Paris, 
and  thereby  witnessed  the  meteoric  return  of  Napoleon  from  Elba, 
who,  without  firing  a  gun,  drove  Louis  XVIII.  from  the  throne 
to  which  he  had  just  been  restored  by  the  combined  armies  of  the  world. 
Ere  long  a  commercial  convention  was  signed,  copied  substantially  from 
Jay's  treaty,  but  with  an  additional  proviso  for  absolute  reci- 
procity in  the  direct  trade,  by  the  al)olition  on  both  sides  of  all 
discrimination.  This  convention  was  ratified  by  the  President  on  the 
22d  of  December,  and  has  ever  since  formed  the  basis  of  com- 

Dec.  22. 

merce  and  trade  between  the  two  countries. 

Prior  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress  measures  were  taken  for  the 


668  HISTORY   OF  THE   CITY   OF  NEW   YORK. 

adjustment  of  national  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  new  order  of  things. 
An  appropriation  was  made  for  rebuilding  the  public  edifices  lately  burned 
by  the  British  in  Washington.  Systems  of  finance  were  discussed  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  credit  and  the  extinction  of  the  national  debt 
—  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions ;  and  diplomatic 
relations  were  re-established  with  the  nations  of  Europe.  John  Quincy 
Adams  was  appointed  minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  was  re- 
garded in  England  as  a  statesman  of  unsurpassed  general  information, 
with  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  politics  of  the  world.  Albert  Gallatin, 
whose  gifts  in  diplomacy  had  been  of  signal  value  when  the  scales  were 
trembling  in  the  balance,  was  sent  to  France  —  William  Harris  Crawford 
having  asked  permission  to  return  ;  and  James  A.  Bayard  M^as  appointed 
to  succeed  Adams  at  St.  Petersburg,  but  was  seized  with  an  alarming 
illness  and  hastened  home  to  die. 

The  devastating  effects  of  the  war  were  severely  felt  in  New  York.  And 
yet  the  interruption  to  foreign  trade  had  given  birth  to  many  branches 
of  domestic  manufacture.  The  people  on  the  borders  of  the  State  were 
in  serious  distress,  and  appealed  to  the  city  for  relief.  It  was  only  a  few 
months  since  upwards  of  seven  thousand  dollars  had  been  sent  to  the 
sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier  alone,  of  which  three  thousand  was  voted 
by  the  corporation,  three  thousand  raised  by  private  subscription,  and  the 
balance  contributed  by  tiie  Episcopal  churches.  Steps  were  taken  to  meet 
the  fresh  demand,  and  philanthropists  and  philosophers  consoled  them- 
selves, at  first  with  the  glaring  ostentation  of  brilliant  and  heroic  achieve- 
ments—  destined  to  retiect  the  highest  luster  upon  the  American  name, 
and  rank  the  United  States  among  the  first  nations  of  the  earth  —  and 
then  in  the  study  of  their  lasting  significance. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  actors  in  the  great  struggle  to  foresee  the  pro- 
digious consequences  of  their  devotion  to  cause  and  country.  But  it  is 
none  the  less  apparent  to  the  intelligence  of  the  present  generation.  The 
war  had  not  only  settled  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 
remain  at  peace  irrespective  of  quarrels  between  other  nations  —  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  Wasliington  started,  on  which  the  Jay  treaty  was 
founded,  and  which  since  tlie  treaty  of  Ghent  has  been  universally  recog- 
nized by  the  most  ruthless  belligerents  —  but  it  enlarged  immensely  the 
boundaries  of  self-knowledge  in  America.  Tlie  passage  of  troops  through 
the  western  wilds  opened  to  the  national  vision  boundless  resources  of 
wealth.  The  enormous  expense  and  trouble  attending  internal  transpor- 
tation of  stores  for  the  army,  awakened  public  attention  throughout  the 
country  to  the  necessity  of  an  increase  of  traveling  facilities. 

New  York,  with  as  much  territory  as  England,  and  promising  to  be- 
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come  as  important  in  the  future  history  of  the  world  as  England  has  been 
in  the  past,  was  not  slow  in  making  ready  to  execute  the  greatest  work 
of  internal  improvement  the  world  had  ever  known.  The  Erie  Canal 
project  was  reagitated  on  a  less  doubtful  basis  than  before  the  war, 
even  while  jubilant  cannon  were  waking  the  forest  echoes.  There  had 
been  nothing  vague  or  unreal  in  the  fatigue,  tribulation,  and  cost  of  con- 
veying war  materials  from  Albany  to  the  Lakes.  In  one  instance  the 
expense  of  mov- 
ing cannon  was 
double  what  the 
pieces  cost.  The 
breaking  down 
of  wagons,  the 
wearing  out  of 
horses,  the  hu- 
man discomfort, 
and  the  dis- 
astrous delays, 
were  strong  ar- 
guments in  fa- 
vor of  the  enter- 
prise. But  it  ap- 
peared imprac- 
ticable. Many 
denounced  it  as 
wholly  vision-  i 
ary.  It  was  too  i 
vast  in  its  con- 
ception for  the 
common  intel- 
lect. The  natio- 
nal government  declined  to  furnish  any  material  aid.  Tlie  idea  of  raising 
sufficient  money  in  the  State  of  New  York  alone  was  laughed  at  as  the 
delusion  of  a  fanatic.  And  it  was  supposed  America  had  no  engineers  of 
sufficient  scientific  ability  and  experience  to  accomplish  an  undertaking 
of  such  magnitude. 

De  Witt  Clinton's  belief  in  the  practicability  of  constructing  a  water 
highway  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  Lakes  was  like  an  inspiration. 
He  was  not  the  originator  nor  the  projector  of  the  Erie  Canal.  But  when 
the  crude  scheme  first  took  possession  of  his  active  brain,  his  judgment  of 
its  practical  value,  through  his  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  inte- 
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rior  of  the  State,  was  instantaneous.  He  entered  heart  and  soul  into  the 
enterprise  from  which  he  rightly  predicted  incalculable  benefits  were  to 
flow,  and  gave  to  it  shape  and  substance,  life  and  animation ;  he  became 
emphatically  the  master-spirit  to  carry  it  successfully  forward.  He  was 
void  of  timidity,  earnest  even  to  asperity,  prompt,  energetic,  and  never 
disheartened  by  opposition,  or  hesitant  where  results  depended  upon  the 
assumption  of  extraordinary  responsibilities.  He  was  arbitrary  although 
kind-hearted,  a  safe  counselor,  a  self-sacrificing  friend,  a  discriminating 
judge,  and  generous  to  a  fault,  but  one  who  never  could  forgive  any  politi- 
cal friend  who  interfered  with  his  canal  policy.  As  mayor  of  the  city  he 
was  conspicuous  for  his  faithful  attention  to  its  general  prosperity.  His 
genius  found  scope  in  planning  important  institutions,  and  in  crowding 
forward  the  work  of  opening  streets. 

He  was  exceptionally  dignified  in  personal  appearance,  tall,  exceeding 
six  feet  in  height,  with  a  large,  well-proportioned  figure.  His  movements 
were  deliberate,  and  in  general  society  constrained,  as  if  not  perfectly  at 
ease,  which  his  opponents  ascribed  to  arrogance  and  a  sense  of  superi- 
ority. His  head,  finely  shaped  and  admirably  poised,  was  distinguished 
for  the  great  height  and  breadth  of  his  forehead  ;  he  had  beautiful  curly 
chestnut  hair,  clear  hazel  eyes,  a  G^recian  nose,  and  complexion  as  fair  as 
a  woman's.  His  tastes  were  literary ;  he  had  collected  a  large  library, 
and  was  perfectly  familiar  with  the  contents  of  every  volume,  from  Ho- 
mer, Virgil,  and  Dryden,  down  to  the  Salmagundi  of  his  own  generation. 
He  was  well-read  in  theology,  and  he  was  captivated  by  science.  He 
was,  indeed,  a  man  so  wedded  to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  that  the  won- 
der is  that  he  ever  embarked  upon  the  stormy  sea  of  politics,  unless  it  was 
through  his  perception  of  the  need  of  power  to  give  effect  to  his  efforts 
for  the  recognition  of  religion,  and  the  advancement  of  education,  art, 
science,  and  morals.  He  lacked  many  of  the  requisites  for  a  successful 
politician.  His  doctrines,  objects,  and  public  policy  were  open.  He  had 
no  gifts  for  strategy,  no  disposition  to  drill  men  into  mere  machines  or 
employ  unusual  weapons,  ambushes,  or  surprises,  to  crush  an  adversary. 
The  severer  the  scrutiny  into  his  character,  conduct,  and  career,  the 
brighter  becomes  his  fame.  Even  his  bitterest  foes  never  denied  that  his 
intellectual  attainments  were  balanced  with  unsullied  morals. 

Late  in  the  autumn  of  1815  Judge  Jonas  Piatt  was  in  New  York  City 
holding  court.     Mayor  Clinton  had  just  returned  from  his  country- 

^^^^  seat  on  Long  Island,  and  was  residing  in  the  Eoosevelt  house  in 
Pearl  Street.  Judge  Piatt  dined  with  him,  and  the  canal  subject  formed 
the  staple  of  conversation.  Thomas  Eddy  a  few  days  later  invited  the 
mayor  and  the  judge  to  dinner ;  John  Pintard  was  also  a  guest.     It  was 
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determined  on  this  occasion  to  issue  some  one  hundred  cards  of  invita- 
tion to  influential  gentlemen  of  the  city,  to  meet  at  the  City  Hotel  in 
consultation  concerning  the  much-desired  canal.  At  the  time  appointed 
the  assemblage  gathered.  William  Bayard  was  chairman  of  the  meeting, 
and  John  Pintard  secretary ;  and,  after  addresses  by  Judge  Piatt,  Mayor 
Clinton,  and  one  or  two  others  who  objected  to  the  proposed  measure,  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  prepare  and  circulate  a  memorial  to  the  legisla- 
ture in  favor  of  the  Erie  Canal,  consisting  of  Mayor  Clinton,  Thomas 
Eddy,  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  and  John  Svvartwout. 

This  celebrated  production  was  from  the  pen  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  and 
attracted  general  notice.  Its  style  of  expression,  sagacious  reasoning, 
and  immense  amount  of  condensed  information  concerning  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  particularly  effective.  It  was  read  with  avidity.  It 
appealed  directly  to  the  interests  of  the  city.  The  whole  commercial 
intercourse  of  the  western  country  north  of  the  Ohio  would  be  secured  by 
the  contemplated  canal  —  more  than  sufficient  to  render  New  York  the 
greatest  commercial  city  in  the  world.  Clinton  wrote,  "  The  whole  line 
of  canal  will  exhibit  boats  laden  with  flour,  pork,  beef,  pot  and  pearl 
ashes,  flax-seed,  wheat,  barley,  corn,  hemp,  wool,  flax,  iron,  lead,  copper, 
salt,  gypsum,  coal,  tar,  fur,  peltry,  ginseng,  beeswax,  cheese,  butter,  lard, 
staves,  lumber,  and  other  valuable  productions  of  our  country  ;  and,  also, 
with  merchandise  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Great  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments will  spring  up  ;  agriculture  will  establish  its  granaries,  and 
commerce  its  warehouses  in  all  directions.  Villages,  towns,  and  cities 
will  line  the  banks  of  tlie  canal  and  the  shores  of  the  Hudson."  The 
document  comprehended  accurate  knowledge  of  tlie  sul)ject  in  every 
feature.  It  contained  plans  and  estimates,  and  suggested  how  means 
could  be  procured.  The  money  would  not  be  all  wanted  at  once ;  and 
stock  could  be  created  and  sold  at  an  advanced  price.  In  Clinton's 
opinion  the  augmented  revenue  from  the  public  salt-works,  together  with 
the  increased  price  of  the  State  lands  because  of  the  undertaking,  would 
more  than  extinguish  the  interest,  at  six  per  cent,  of  the  debt  thus  con- 
tracted. Land  had  already  been  subscribed,  and  donations  might  be  con- 
fidently anticipated,  exceeding  in  value  a  million  dollars. 

Hitherto  the  New  York  mind  had  been  flooded  with  an  immense 
amount  of  loose  material  concerning  the  utility  of  inland  navigation.  But 
knowledge  is  not  enlightenment.  It  required  this  able  memorial  to  give 
definite  direction  to  thought  as  well  as  action.  Hundreds  were  converted 
from  rank  skepticism  as  to  its  practicability.  Others  were  led  to  a  more 
just  conception  of  its  propriety.  W^hile  it  was  known  that  a  collection 
of  inland  lakes  in  the  heart  of  America  exceeded  in  extent  some  of  the 
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most  celebrated  seas  in  the  Old  World,  multitudes  saw  for  the  first  time, 
in  the  geographical  view  presented  by  Clinton,  that  the  cost  of  transport- 
ing a  barrel  of  flour  to  Albany  from  Cayuga  Lake,  for  instance,  was 
nearly  double  that  of  conveying  it  to  Montreal  by  the  way  of  Lake  Onta- 
rio and  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  and  that  merchandise  from  Montreal  was  selling 
on  the  New  York  borders  full  fifteen  per  cent  below  the  New  York  prices. 
In  concluding  his  masterly  argument,  Clinton  said :  "  If  the  project  of  a 
canal  was  intended  to  advance  the  views  of  individuals,  or  to  foment  the 
divisions  of  party;  if  it  promoted  the  interests  of  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  many  ;  if  its  benefits  were  limited  as  to  place,  or  fugitive 
as  to  duration ;  then,  indeed,  it  might  be  received  with  cold  indifference,  or 
treated  with  stern  neglect ;  but  the  overflowing  blessings  from  this  great 
fountain  of  public  good  and  national  abundance  will  be  as  extensive  as 
our  country,  and  as  durable  as  time.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted,  that 
this  canal,  as  to  the  extent  of  its  route,  as  to  the  countries  which  it  con- 
nects, and  as  to  the  consequences  which  it  will  produce,  is  without  a  par- 
allel in  the  history  of  mankind.  It  remains  for  a  free  State  to  create  a 
new  era  in  history,  and  to  erect  a  work  more  stupendous,  more  magnifi- 
cent, and  more  beneficial  than  has  hitherto  been  achieved  by  the  human 
race." 

Numerous  prominent  men  of  the  city  signed  the  memorial.  Meetings 
were  held  in  Albany,  Utica,  Buffalo,  and  many  intermediate  towns,  and 
resolutions  passed  to  support  the  gigantic  undertaking  so  nobly  heralded. 
On  the  other  hand  appalling  difiiculties  arose  in  the  fears  of  the  prudent, 
who  thought  New  York  too  young  to  commence  single-handed  a  work 
of  such  magnitude,  as  well  as  in  rival  and  hostile  local  interests,  in  the 
satire  of  the  incredulous,  and  in  political  cabals.  The  legislature  assem- 
bled in  January.  The  memorial  was  soon  presented.  Intense  feeling, 
for  and  against,  was  awakened  from  the  start.  On  the  21st, 
'  Jacob  Kutsen  Van  Eensselaer,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and 
skillful  legislators  in  the  country,  introduced  a  bill,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing the  modifications  to  which  it  was  subjected,  was  the  germ  of  enact- 
ments that  crowned  the  enterprise  with  success.  He  said  New  York  was 
capable  of  sustaining  as  dense  a  population  as  any  section  of  the  globe, 
and  if  enabled  to  pour  its  productions  and  its  wealth  into  its  chief  city, 
blessings  of  every  kind  would  follow.  He  spoke  like  the  guardian  of  the 
State,  and  with  the  forecast  of  a  statesman;  and  his  words  carried  weight, 
as  he  could  have  no  private  interests  at  stake.  He  represented  a  county 
.    .,  „  lying  on  a  great  navigable  river,  having  direct  intercourse  with  the 

April  3.    -'      o  o  o  '  o 

city  of  New  York  at  a  very  cheap  rate.    The  debate  on  the  bill  was 
opened  with  animation  on  the  3d  of  April,  William  Alexander  Duer  in  the 
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chair,  a  grandson  of  Lord  Stirling,  and  an  active  friend  of  the  canal. 
Duer  had  acquired  great  influence,  through  his  critical  erudition,  and  to 
his  superiority  of  intellect  was  added  the  charm  of  a  graceful  and  imposing 
parliamentary  manner.  The  fate  of  the  bill  hung  for  many  days  in  the 
balance.  Among  those  who  courageously  and  vigorously  espoused  its  cause 
was  Peter  Augustus  Jay.  On  the  13th  it  passed  the  Assembly,  with 
a  variety  of  amendments,  and  with  commissioners  named  —  De  ^"^ 
Witt  Clinton,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  Seymour,  Samuel  Young, 
Joseph  Ellicott,  William  Bayard,  Jacob  Eutseu  Van  Eensselaer,  George 
Huntington,  Townsend  McCoun,  Melancthon  Wheeler,  Philip  J.  Schuyler, 
Myron  Holley,  John  Nicholas,  and  Nathan  Smith.  It  was  taken  up  in 
the  senate  on  the  16th,  and  on  motion  of  Martin  Van  Buren  amended  by 
striking  out  all  that  went  to  authorize  the  beginning  of  the  work.  The 
names  of  nine  of  the  commissioners  were  also  stricken  from  the 

April  17. 

list.     In  this   shape  it  became  a  law  on  the  17th,  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  explora- 
tions and  models. 

The  five  commissioners  retained  were  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  De 
Witt  Clinton,  Samuel  Young,  Joseph  Ellicott,  and  Myron  Holley.  They 
met  in  New  York  City  in  May,  and  organized  with  De  Witt  Clinton, 
president,  Samuel  Young,  secretary,  and  Myron  Holley,  treasurer. 
They  spent  the  summer  in  examining  physical  obstacles,  in  trying 
to  conciliate  public  opinion,  and  in  devising  a  system  of  finance  to  meet 
the  vast  expenditures  which  a  canal  would  involve. 

This  year  was  rendered  memorable  among  commercial  men  for  the  enor- 
mous importation  of  merchandise  from  Europe  of  every  description.  A 
new  impulse  was  given  to  business.  The  financial  condition  of  the 
country  was  improving  under  the  influence  of  a  national  bank  —  which 
Secretary  Dallas  had  at  last  succeeded  in  establishing.  His  plan,  modeled 
after  Hamilton's,  except  in  a  few  particulars,  was  carried  into  effect  on  the 
10th  of  April,  1816.  During  the  same  month  James  Monroe  received 
the  nomination  for  President,  and  Governor  Tompkins  of  New  York  for 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

Before  the  canal  commissioners  reported  the  results  of  their  investiga- 
tions to  the  legislature,  in  the  winter  of  1817,  the  Presidential 
election  had  taken  place.  Thus  the  office  of  governor  of  New 
York  would  be  vacant  on  the  4th  of  March.  Measures  were  in  agitation 
to  place  De  Witt  Clinton  in  the  gubernatorial  chair,  which  awoke  all  the 
slumbering  animosities  and  prejudices  of  a  decade.  The  contest  was  no 
longer  between  the  great  national  parties.  The  Erie  Canal  was  the  spinal 
column  of  New  York  politics. 

VOL.  11.  43 
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The  month  of  April,  1817,  opened  with  preparations  for  an  obstinate 
struggle.  The  Fortieth  session  of  the  New  York  Legislature  had  already- 
distinguished  itself  by  adopting  the  immortal  recommendation  of  Governor 
Tompkins  in  January  —  that  slavery  should  cease  forever  in  the  State 
of  New  York  on  the  4th  of  July,  1827.  This  great  measure  in  behalf  of 
human  rights  was  due  chiefly  to  the  exertions  of  Peter  A.  Jay  and  Wil- 
liam Jay,  sons  of  the  chief  justice,  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  and  other 
distinguished  philanthropists  of  the  city  of  New  York,  several  of  whom 
belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  new  canal  bill,  shaped  by  De 
Witt  Clinton,  and  embracing  a  careful  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 

^  '  proposed  work,  occupied  attention  in  the  Assembly  from  the  1st 
to  the  10th  of  April,  when  it  passed  by  a  very  small  majority.  During 
the  debate  Stephen  Van  Eensselaer  sent  in  a  proposition  for  undertaking 
the  whole  Erie  Canal  himself,  so  confident  was  he  of  the  vast  profits  and 
advantages  in  prospect.  Judge  Nathaniel  Pendleton,  who  had  been  sup- 
posed hostile  to  the  bill,  came  out  strongly  in  its  favor  on  the  8th.  He  was 
a  perfect  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  conscientious  and  high-minded, 
and  it  was  only  after  patient  study  of  the  surveys  and  calculations  that 
his  sober  judgment  helped  to  turn  the  scale.  He  made  an  important 
speech  on  the  subject,  provoked  by  the  determined  opposition  of  Judge 
James  Emott,  whose  talents  were  of  the  first  order,  and  in  whose  opinion 
New  York  should  not  embark  in  the  enterprise  for  a  long  time  to  come  — 
a  man  able  to  cool  ardor  most  effectually  with  an  appalling  table  of 
figures.  William  B.  Eochester,  a  young  member  of  great  promise,  made 
his  first  parliamentary  efforts  in  a  succession  of  brilliant  speeches. 
Wheeler  Barnes  and  John  I.  Ostrander  were  both  conspicuous  for  elo- 
quence and  force  of  argument  in  favor  of  the  canal.  But  several  delega- 
tions had  come  armed  with  the  most  formidable  weapons  of  antagonism. 
On  the  9th  William  A.  Duer  recommenced  the  debate  in  his  ablest  man- 
ner. He  said  he  should  sustain  the  cause  and  persevere  to  the  end.  His 
words  did  not  seem  greatly  to  affect  his  hearers.  At  this  critical  moment 
Elisha  Williams  came  to  the  rescue.  He  was  one  of  the  strong  men  of 
his  time,  polished  and  commanding  as  a  public  speaker,  and  as  remarkable 
for  versatility  as  for  elegance  of  diction.  He  sustained  Duer  manfully, 
defended  the  bill  section  by  section,  answered  all  the  questions  of  its  lead- 
ing opponents,  tore  the  mask  from  those  pretended  friends  who  were  se- 
cretly aiming  at  the  destruction  of  the  bill — a  torrent  of  invective  flowing 
in  one  continuous  stream  from  his  lips  like  burning  lava  —  and  by  happy 
strokes  of  humor  extinguished  petty  objections,  thickly  interspersed  by 
legislators  without  the  mind  to  conceive  or  judgment  to  appreciate  great 
enterprises  for  the  public  good.     He  turned  towards  the  delegation  from 
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New  York  City,  who,  unlike  their  predecessors  of  1816,  were,  almost  to  a 
man,  hostile  to  the  canal,  and  drew  an  animated  picture  of  the  future 
grandeur  of  the  metropolis  when  the  great  channels  of  inland  navigation 
should  be  completed,  exclaiming  with  magnetic  warmth,  "  If  the  canal  is 
to  be  a  shower  of  gold,  it  will  fall  upon  New  York  City ;  if  a  river  of 
gold,  it  will  flow  into  her  lap." 

Thus  far  the  battle  was  won.     The  bill  went  to  the  senate,  where,  on 
motion  of  George  Tibbitts,  it  was  made  the  special  order  for  the 

^  ^    .  .  AprU  10. 

following  day.  On  the  12th  and  on  the  14th  it  was  discussed 
with  spirit.  The  opponents,  among  whom  were  Walter  Bowue,  Peter 
R.  Livingston,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  Isaac  Ogden,  and  Moses  Cantine,  spoke 
successively  against  any  precipitate  measures.  George  Tibbitts  made  a 
sound  and  judicious  speech,  followed  by  Martin  Van  Bureu  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  This  last  was  the  great  argument  of  the  session.  Van  Buren  was 
known  to  be  adroitly  working  to  defeat  Clinton's  election  as  governor,  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  a  secret  understanding  with  the  Federalists,  and 
such  a  masterly  effort  in  favor  of  Clinton's  project  surprised  many.  Van 
Buren  said  the  canal  was  to  promote  the  interest  and  character  of  the 
State  in  a  thousand  ways  ;  he  should  vote  for  it,  and  should  consider  it 
the  most  important  vote  he  ever  gave  in  his  life.  When  he  resumed  liis 
seat,  Clinton,  who  had  been  an  attentive  listener  in  the  Senate  Chamber, 
breaking  through  the  extreme  reserve  created  by  political  collisions,  ap- 
proached and  congratulated  him  in  the  most  flattering  terms. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  loth,  but  it  was  subjected  to  another 
severe  ordeal  in  the  council  of  revision,  of  which  Lieutenant-governor 
Tayler  was  president,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  as  well  as  for- 
midable opponents  of  the  measure.  Chancellor  James  Kent,  Chief  Jus- 
tice Smith  Thompson,  Judge  Jonas  Piatt,  and  Judge  Joseph  C.  Yates  — 
afterwards  governor  of  the  State  —  were  present.  Piatt  and  Yates 
were  decidedly  in  the  affirmative.  The  chancellor  said  it  seemed  ^ 
like  a  gigantic  project  which  would  require  the  wealth  of  the  LTnited 
States  to  accomplish,  and  he  thought  it  inexpedient  to  commit  the  State 
until  public  opinion  could  be  better  united.  The  chief  justice  said  the 
bill  gave  arbitrary  powers  to  the  commissioners  over  private  rights  with- 
out sufficient  provisos  and  guards ;  he  was,  therefore,  opposed.  The 
crisis  was  alarming.  Tayler  held  the  casting  vote.  Near  the  close  of 
the  discussion  Vice-President  Tompkins  entered  the  council-chamber, 
and  took  his  seat  familiarly  ;  he  expressed  a  decided  opinion  against  the 
bill,  remarking  that  tlie  late  peace  with  Great  Britain  was  a  mere  truce, 
and  that  the  credit  and  resources  of  the  State  ought  to  be  employed  in 
preparing  for  war.     "  Do  you  think  so  ?  "  asked  Chancellor  Kent.    "  Yes," 
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was  the  reply,  "  England  will  never  forgive  us  for  our  victories  ;  and,  my 
word  for  it,  we  shall  have  another  war  within  two  years."  The  chancellor 
sprang  to  his  feet,  and  with  great  animation  declared  :  "  Then  if  we  must 
have  war  or  have  a  canal,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  canal,  and  I  vote  for  this 
bill."     His  voice  gave  the  majority,  and  the  bill  became  a  law.^ 

The  first  meeting  of  the  commissioners  was  held  in  Utica  on  the  3d  of 

June  to  receive  proposals  and  make  contracts.     It  was  determined 

^"^^  ^'  to  break  ground  in  the   vicinity  of  Eome,  and  an  arrangement 

was  made  for  appropriate  ceremonies.     The  4th  of  July  was  the  day 

chosen.     At  sunrise  the  commissioners  and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens 

assembled  at  the  place  appointed.     In  behalf  of  the  community  of 

^*^''   the  region  a  few  pertinent  remarks  were  made  by  Hon.  Joshua 

Hathaway,  who  presented  the  spade  to  De  Witt  Clinton,  president  of  tlie 

commissioners,  and  also  governor  of  the  State  —  having  been  duly 

■^""^^  '*■  elected  in  April  despite  all  efforts  to  the  contrary.     Clinton  placed 

it  in  the  hands  of  Judge  James  Richardson,  the  first  contractor  engaged 

in  the  work.     Samuel  Young  then  made  a  short  address,  in  which  he 

said   with  striking  emphasis,  "By  this  great  highway  unborn   millions 

will  transport  their  surplus  productions  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and 

hold  a  useful  and  profitable  intercourse  with  all  the  maritime  nations  of 

the  earth.     Let  us  proceed  to  the  work  animated  by  the  prospect  of  its 

speedy  accomplishment,  and  cheered  with  the  anticipated  benedictions  of 

a  grateful  posterity  "  ;  after  which  the  spade  was  thrust  into  the  earth 

by  Richardson,  citizens  and   laborers,  ambitious  of  the  honor,  following 

his  example  amid  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the  acclamations  of  thousands 

of  spectators. 

Though  the  beginning  was  thus  auspicious,  the  canal  in  its  progress 
met  with  obstacles  of  every  kind  and  character.  To  expect  to  accomplish 
such  a  work  without  other  means  than  what  New  York  could  provide 
seemed  to  the  mass  of  the  people  like  a  prodigious  dream.  The  venerable 
Jefferson,  a  zealous  advocate  of  internal  improvements,  said  it  had  been 
undertaken  a  century  too  soon.  Madison  thought  its  cost  would  exceed 
the  whole  resources  of  the  nation.  Rufus  King  declined  to  sanction  a 
project  involving  the  ruin  and  bankruptcy  of  the  State.  Sensible  and 
sagacious  men  all  over  the  country  questioned  the  soundness  of  Clinton's 
views.  Appropriations  from  year  to  year  were  obtained  from  the  legis- 
lature with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  Clinton's  repeated  assurances  that 
the  resources  of  the  State  were  ample  to  meet  the  whole  expenditure 
were  ridiculed  as  the  vagaries  of  a  monomaniac.  It  seemed  many  times 
as  if  between  the  madness  of  politicians  and  the  skepticism  of  the  public 

1  Letter  from  Judge  Jonas  Piatt  to  Dr.  Hosack. 
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the  enterprise  would  be  effectually  crippled.  No  man  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  grand  idea  for  the  common  good  was  more  abused  than  Clinton. 
His  inflexible  perseverance  was  quoted  in  derision,  the  canal  was  styled 
"  a  big  ditch,"  in  which,  it  was  said,  "  would  be  buried  the  treasure  of  the 
State,  to  be  watered  by  the  tears  of  posterity."  His  powerful  speeches 
were  garbled  by  writers  of  every  grade,  and  his  eloquence  over  the  "  na- 
tional glory  connected  with  the  enterprise  "  was  turned  into  shafts  of  wit 
and  satire  to  be  used  as  weapons  for  his  overthrow.  He  was  hissed  on 
one  occasion  while  addressing  a  crowd  in  the  Park,  from  the  steps  of  the 
New  York  City  Hall,  for  predicting  that  the  city  would  within  a  century 
stretch  continuously  to  the  shore  of  the  Harlem  Kiver  ! 

"  Don't  thee  think  friend  Clinton  has  a  bee  in  his  bonnet  ? "  asked  a 
worthy  Quaker  of  the  gentleman  who  stood  next  him. 

Persistent  opposition  to  Clinton's  administration  soon  developed  itself, 
giving  origin  to  the  formation  of  two  new  and  distinctly  marked  parties, 
known  as  the  Bucktails  and  the  Clintonians.  It  was  after  a  long  and 
fierce  struggle  between  the  Bucktails  on  the  one  side  and  the  Clintonians 
and  Federalists  on  the  other,  that  a  new  State  constitution  was  framed  and 
adopted  in  the  autumn  of  1821.  Clinton  was  four  times  elected  governor; 
he  occupied  the  position  nine  years,  the  whole  period,  indeed,  from  the 
date  of  his  first  election  until  his  death  in  1828,  with  the  exception  of  one 
term,  1822- 1824,  when  Joseph  C.  Yates  was  the  successful  candidate. 
The  five  canal  commissioners  continued  in  office,  as  named  in  the  act  of 
1816.  Vacancies  were  to  be  filled  by  the  legislature,  as  in  the  national 
senate.  In  1819  Ellicott  resigned,  and  Henry  Seymour  was  appointed  in 
his  stead,  holding  the  office  some  twelve  years.^  In  1821  William  C. 
Bouck,  afterwards  governor  of  the  State,  was  appointed  an  additional  com- 
missioner.2  Under  authority  conferred  by  the  act  of  1817,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York  appointed  Richard  Varick,  William  Walton  Woolsey, 
Nathaniel  W.  Howell,  Obadiah  German,  and  Elisha  Jenkins  to  appraise 
the  property  of  the  former  canal  company,  about  to  be  purchased. 

^  Henrj'  Seymour,  born  May  30,  1780,  was  the  son  of  Major  Moses  Seymour  of  Litch- 
field, Connecticut,  who  participated  in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  and  was  one  of  the  officers 
present  at  the  memorable  dinner  to  which  Burgoyne  was  invited  on  the  day  following  the 
capitulation.  His  wife  was  Molly,  daughter  of  Colonel  Ebenezer  Marsh.  They  had  one 
daughter,  who  married  her  cousin,  Rev.  Truman  Marsh,  and  five  sons,  of  whom  one  settled  in 
Vermont,  and  was  United  States  Senator  for  a  dozen  years,  another  became  distinguished  as 
a  financier  and  bank  president,  two  were  high  sheriffs  of  the  county,  and  Henry,  the  canal 
commissioner,  settled  early  in  Onondaga  County,  New  York,  where  he  became  a  wealthy 
landholder,  and  subsequently  mayor  of  Utica.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  highly 
cultivated  by  study,  and  of  polished  manners. 

2  By  an  act  of  the  legislature.  May  6,  1844,  the  number  of  canal  commissioners  was  re- 
duced to  four,  and  they  were  made  elective  every  four  years.  By  the  constitution  of  1846 
three  commissioners  were  to  be  elected,  on  a  term  of  three  years,  so  classified  that  one  would 
be  elected  every  year. 
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Notwithstanding  the  political  clamor  against  Clinton,  it  must  by  no 
means  be  supposed  that  the  cultivated  intelligence  of  New  York  City 
was  insensible  to  the  greatness  of  the  man  who  for  ten  years  had  not 
only  performed  the  duties  of  mayor  with  scrupulous  fidelity,  but  had  been 
the  liberal  patron  of  every  important  scheme  of  learning  and  benevolence. 
It  was  the  period  for  founding  and  testing  the  value  of  institutions. 
Clinton,  by  the  force  of  circumstances  not  less  than  his  own  commanding 
power,  stood  like  a  giant  ready  to  solve  grave  problems  and  push  into 
successful  operation  all  manner  of  worthy  enterprises.  Whatever  charity 
or  society  was  in  contemplation,  his  favor  was  considered  of  the  first 
moment.  He  was  identified  with  the  growth  of  the  city  in  a  greater 
variety  of  directions  than  any  other  individual  of  his  time  ;  and  his  ser- 
vices were  known  and  generously  appreciated. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Hosack,  Dr.  Mitch- 
ill,  Dr.  Macneven,  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  and  John  Griscom,  of  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  and  was  chosen  its  first  president 
when  it  was  incorporated  in  1814.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society  a  few  months  prior  to  his  election  as 
governor  of  the  State  —  succeeding  Gouverneur  Morris,  deceased, 
who  had  been  president  of  this  renowned  institution  about  a  year.  Dr. 
Hosack  was  then  its  corresponding  secretary ;  and  the  accomplished  Dr. 
Francis,  just  returned  from  Europe  where  he  had  enjoyed  the  instruction, 
society,  and  in  several  instances  the  warm  friendship  of  the  prominent 
scientific  men  of  the  Old  World,  was  its  librarian.  Clinton  had  ever  been 
an  active  friend  to  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  was  chiefly  instrumental 
in  the  passage  of  the  act,  in  1816,  establishing  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum 
for  the  Insane,  which,  located  in  the  midst  of  forty  well-cultivated  acres, 
was  first  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  1821. 

Nor  was  he  less  influential  in  the  establishment  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum,  incorporated  by  the  legislature,  April  15,  1817,  the  same  day 
that  Mr.  Gallaudet's  school  was  opened  in  Hartford.  Up  to  that  time 
not  a  single  institution  of  the  kind  had  existed  in  America,  and  only 
about  twenty-five  in  Europe.  Clinton  was  tlie  first  president  of  the 
board  of  directors,  and  Richard  Varick  and  John  Ferguson  were  vice- 
presidents.  For  some  years  the  school  was  kept  in  a  public  liuilding  ; 
Dr.  Samuel  Akerly  was  from  1821  to  1831  superintendent,  secretary,  and 
physician,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Harvey  P.  Peet.  The  corporation 
at  length  donated  the  site  for  an  edifice  in  Fiftieth  Street  (now  occupied 
by  Columbia  College)  and  the  corner-stone  was  laid  in  1829.  The  insti- 
tution was  driven  by  the  increase  of  population  to  its  present  beautiful 
site  on  Washington  Heights  in  1856,  and  buildings  and  grounds  were 
provided  at  a  cost  of  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
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The  American  Bible  Society,  formed  at  New  York  in  1816,  received 
substantial  encouragement  from  Clinton ;  Elias  Boudinot,  the  venerable 
philanthropist  who  had  long  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  bibli- 
cal literature,  and  donated  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  cause, 
was  its  first  president.  Some  two  years  later  was  founded  the 
Presbyterian  Education  Society,  to  aid  impecunious  young  men  in  study- 
ing for  the  ministry,  of  which  Boudinot  was  also  president  ruitil  his 
death  in  1821  ;  of  this  institution  Clinton  was  vice-president  from  the 
beginning,  and  president  during  the  later  years  of  his  life.  When  Mrs. 
Divie  Bethune  agitated  the  subject  of  Sabbath  schools  in  New  York 
City  in  1812,  many  excellent  people  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  devoting  any  portion  of  the  Sabbath  to  such  purposes,  and  she  went  to 
Clinton    for    his  ^^    ^ 

opinion,  who  was 
at  once  interested 
and  advised  her 
to  make  the  ex- 
periment quietly 
She  did  so,  open- 
ing a  little  school 
on  Sunday  aftci- 
noons  in  the  ^i- 
cinity  of  her  cit\ 
residence,  and  an- 
other in  the  base- 
ment of  her  coun- 
try-seat at  Green- 
wich. The  war, 
however,  brought 
such   distress    to 

the  poor,  that  Mrs.  Bethune's  energies  were  absorbed  in  a  society  organized 
by  a  few  charitable  ladies  to  provide  employment  for  helpless  women 
whose  husbands  were  in  the  army.  A  wooden  building  was  rented,  and 
some  five  or  six  hundred  families  thus  sustained  until  the  return  of  peace. 
In  1816  Mrs.  Bethune  called  a  meeting  of  ladies  in  the  Wall  Street  Church 
to  organize  a  Sabbath  School  Society,  which  established  schools  and  con- 
ducted them  successfully  until  absorbed  by  the  New  York  branch  of 
the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  in  1827.  Clinton,  who  loved  educa- 
tion as  a  science  as  well  as  a  charity,  facilitated  this  work  in  innumer- 
able ways;  and  when  it  ceased  he  suggested  to  Mrs.  Bethune  that 
many  children  of  laboring  parents,  too  young  for  common  schools,  needed 
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fostering  instruction  —  which  resulted,  through  her  efforts,  in  the  Infant 
School  Society,  organized  in  May,  1827.  Clinton,  in  his  last  message  to 
the  legislature,  mentioned  this  charity  as  one  deserving  "  the  most  liberal 
benefactions  from  individuals,  and  the  most  ample  endowments  from  the 
public."  Meanwhile  the  common-school  system  of  New  York,  which  his 
far-seeing  statesmanship  had  instituted,  was  growing  into  magnificent  pro- 
portions. The  fifth  annual  report,  transmitted  to  the  legislature 
in  March  by  the  superintendent,  Gideon  Hawley,  informed  the 
public  that  five  thousand  schools  were  in  successful  operation  in  the 
State,  in  which  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  children  were  annually 
taught  during  an  average  period  of  from  four  to  six  months. 

The  scholarly  Cadwallader  D.  Golden  was  appointed  mayor  in  1818.^ 
He,  like  Glinton,  was  industriously  active  in  the  interests  of  humanity, 
and  viewed  men  and  things  from  a  philosophical  standpoint.  One  of  his 
earliest  duties  was  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Pauperism.  Emigration  was  pouring  into  New  York  ship- 
loads of  the  lowest  and  most  ignorant  classes  in  Europe,  who  found 
shelter  as  best  they  could  in  sheds,  cellars,  or  rookeries  of  any  description, 
and,  choosing  rather  to  steal  than  beg,  were  scarcely  less  dangerous  to 
society  than  so  many  wild  animals.  The  patience  and  the  pockets  of  the 
citizens  were  severely  taxed.  Golden  stated  in  November,  1819,  that 
during  the  preceding  twenty  months  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  foreign  emigrants  had  arrived  in  the  city  and  been  reported  at 
his  office. 

Meanwhile  national  affairs  were  in  a  promising  condition.  Monroe  was 
prudent,  and  his  administration  was  harmonious  and  prosperous.  The 
fierce  strife  of  parties  ceased  through  his  tranquillizing  influence.  He 
made  a  tour  inspecting  the  frontier  defenses  of  the  country  from  Portland 
to  Detroit  in  the  first  summer  of  his  rule.  Mrs.  Monroe  was  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Lawrence  Kortwright,  of  New  York,  whom  Monroe  met, 
courted,  and  married  during  the  gay  winter  following  Washington's  first 
inaug-uration ;  she  had  been  one  of  the  belles  of  the  city  during  the  Ptev- 
olution,  and  Avas  ridiculed  for  having  rejected  so  many  dashing  adorers 
and  chosen  a  plain  member  of  Congress.  The  chief  events  of  Monroe's 
first  term  of  office  were  the  admission  of  Mississippi,  Illinois,  and  Ala- 
bama into  the  Union,  and  the  important  cession  of  Florida  by  Spain,  in 
1819,  completing  the  work  of  annexation  commenced  in  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.     Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1816.     The  Hon. 

1  John  Ferguson  was  appointed  mayor  of  New  York  in  1815,  but  resigned,  and  Jacob  Rad- 
cliff  succeeded  to  the  office.  Richard  Riker  was  appointed  recorder  in  1815,  succeeding  Josiah 
Oden  Hoffman,  and  filled  the  office  until  the  appointment  of  Peter  Augustus  Jay  in  1819. 
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Peter  H.  Wendover  of  New  York  called  attention  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  which  did  not  represent  all  the  States,  and  offered  a  motion 
for  its  alteration.  While  the  question  was  pending  Wendover  called  upon 
Captain  Samuel  C.  Eeid,  the  hero  of  Fayal,  who  happened  to  be  in  Wash- 
ington, and  requested  him  to  design  something  which  would  represent  the 
increase  of  the  States  without  destroying  the  distinctive  character  of  the 
flag.  As  originally  instituted  by  Congress,  June  14,  1777,  the  flag  bore 
thirteen  stars  and  thirteen  stripes.  When  new  States  came  in,  the  num- 
ber of  stars  and  stripes  were  to  be  corresponditigly  increased,  pursuant  to 
an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1794.  But  with  the  addition  of  new  stars 
and  stripes,  the  width  of  the  stripes  must  necessarily  be  lessened. 
Thus  it  was  losing  its  historical  significance.  To  return  to  the 
original  device  would  be  inappropriate,  because  the  flag  would  then  give 
no  hint  of  the  growth  of  the  republic.  Captain  Eeid  soon  hit  upon  the 
happy  medium,  by  which  the  glory  of  the  past  could  be  combined  with 
the  progress  of  the  present  —  the  thirteen  stripes  retained  as  a  memento 
of  the  original  Union,  alternate  red  and  white,  and  a  new  star,  white  on  a 
blue  field,  added  whenever  a  new  State  was  admitted,  to  indicate  the 
growth  of  the  nation.  The  design  was  unique,  beautiful,  and  satisfactory. 
Wendover  accepted  Eeid's  idea,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  its  adoption 
by  Congress.  On  the  26th  of  March,  Wendover  wrote  to  Eeid  :  "  Please 
inform  me  as  soon  as  convenient  what  a  flag  (of  the  size  of  the  one  float- 
ing over  the  Capitol  at  Washington)  would  cost  in  New  York,  made  for 
the  purpose,  with  thirteen  stripes  and  twenty  stars,  forming  one  great 
luminary,  as  per  pasteboard  plan  you  handed  me  ?  " 

The  bill  providing  for  the  alteration  of  the  flag  from  and  after  the  4th 
of  July,  1818,  became  a  law  on  the  4th  of  April. 

Captain  Eeid  purchased  the  materials,  and  Mrs.  Eeid  made  the  flag  in 
the  drawing-room  of  her  house  in  New  York  City,  27  Cherry  Street,  near 
Franklin  Square,  assisted  by  a  number  of  young  ladies,  whose  names  were 
worked  upon  the  flag.  It  was  immediately  forwarded  to  Wendover,  who 
wrote  to  Eeid  on  the  loth  of  April :  "  I  have  just  time  to  inform  you  that 
the  new  flag  arrived  here  per  mail  this  day,  and  was  hoisted  to  replace 
the  old  one  at  two  o'clock,  and  has  given  m,uch  satisfaction  to  all  who 
have  seen  it,  as  far  as  I  have  heard.  I  am  pleased  with  its  form  and  pro- 
portions, and  have  no  doubt  it  will  satisfy  the  public  mind.  Mr.  Clay 
[then  Speaker  of  the  House]  says  it  is  wrong  that  there  should  be  no 
charge  in  your  bill  for  making  the  flag.  If  pay  for  that  will  be  acceptable, 
on  being  informed  I  will  procure  it.  Do  not  understand  me  as  intending 
to  wound  Mrs.  Eeid,  or  others  who  may  have  given  aid,  and  please  pre- 
sent my  thanks  to  her  and  them,  and  accept  the  same  for  yourself" 
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Through  the  long-continued  efforts  of  Thomas  Eddy  and  Jolin  Pintard, 
the  first  Savings  Bank  in  New  York  went  into  operation  in  July,  1819. 
The  subject  had  been  in  agitation  from  time  to  time  since  1803. 
1819.  ^  iT^eeting  was  called  in  the  autumn  of  1816  at  the  City  Hotel, 
and  a  constitution  adopted  with  twenty-eight  directors  chosen  —  the  list 
headed  by  De  Witt  Clinton  and  ending  with  John  Pintard ;  but  so 
many  projects  of  benevolence  were  before  the  public  that  there  was  delay 
in  raising  the  necessary  capital.  William  Bayard  was  its  first  president ; 
John  Pintard  was  chosen  president  in  1828,  and  filled  the  office  until 
the  year  1842. 

The  yellow  fever  appeared  in  the  city  in  1819,  creating  universal  alarm  ; 
but  it  disappeared  without  having  raged  with  as  much  fury  as  on  several 
former  occasions.  In  the  summer  of  1822  it  broke  out  in  Eector  Street, 
a  part  of  the  city  hitherto  esteemed  secure  from  its  ravages.  The 
first  case  occurred  on  the  17th  of  June.  By  the  middle  of  July 
it  was  spreading  with  fearful  rapidity.  Business  was  entirely  suspended 
in  August  and  a  part  of  September,  and  the  only  sounds  to  break  the  ter- 
rible stillness  were  the  rumbling  of  hearses  and  the  footsteps  of  nurses 
and  physicians.  High  bo^rd-fences  shut  off  each  infected  street  or  dis- 
trict below  City  Hall.  "  It  has  utterly  desolated  the  lower  portions  of  the 
city,"  wrote  Robert  M.  Hartley  under  date  of  September  1,  1822,  to  his 
father.  "  Thousands  have  left,  and  other  thousands,  panic-stricken,  are 
daily  leaving.  Stores  and  dwellings  are  closed  and  deserted.  The  custom- 
house, post-office,  all  the  banks,  insurance  offices,  and  other  pnblic  places 
of  business  have  been  removed  to  the  upper  part  of  Broadway  and  to 
Greenwich  village,  the  region  round  about  being  mostly  occupied  by  mer- 
chants in  buildings  temporarily  erected  for  their  convenience.  Such  a 
motley  scene  as  is  exhibited  defies  description.  There  are  carts,  cartmen, 
carpenters,  carriages,  dust,  and  dry  goods  —  to  the  end  of  the  alphabet." 
There  was  no  relief  until  November. 

While  the  pestilence  was  at  its  height  a  ship  entered  the  harbor  upon 
which  Charles  Matthews  was  a  passenger  from  Europe.  Hearing  that 
one  hundred  and  forty  deaths  had  occurred  in  the  city  that  very 
day,  he  was  in  great  consternation,  and  unwilling  to  land.  Stephen 
Price  and  Edmund  Simpson  were  the  managers  of  the  Park  Theater ;  the 
latter  at  once  addressed  a  note  to  Dr.  Francis,  asking  him  to  visit 
Matthews  for  the  purpose  of  calming  his  excitement.  Eepairing  to  the 
vessel,  they  found  Matthews  walking  the  deck,  tottering,  and  in  extremest 
agitation.  He  said  he  felt  the  pestilential  air,  every  cloud  was  surcharged 
with  mortality,  every  wave  in  its  tossing  imparted  poison.  He  insisted 
upon  finding  shelter  in  some  remote  spot.     Hoboken  was  suggested,  and 
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thither  he  proceeded,  attended  by  Simpson  and  Dr.  Francis.  They  found 
a  gardener's  cottage  some  two  miles  from  the  Jersey  shore  on  the  road  to 
Hackensack,  and  the  great  comedian  spent  the  entire  night  pacing  his 
diminutive  apartment,  overwhelmed  with  terror  and  despair.  The  situa- 
tion became  tolerable  after  a  few  days,  and  he  turned  for  useful  diversion 
to  the  poultry-yard  and  the  pastures,  practising  among  their  inhabitants 
the  art  of  mimicry  for  which  he  was  renowned.  His  age  was  about  forty, 
his  figure  was  tall  and  thin,  one  leg  was  shorter  than  the  other,  and  his 
features  were  extremely  irregular  from  the  effects  of  an  injury  in  being 
thrown  from  a  gig,  but  vivified  with  intelligence.  He  was  a  remarkable 
specimen  of  what  early  training  and  protracted  and  intense  study  may 
accomplish.  And  yet  he  was  a  dyspeptic  and  morbidly  nervous,  never 
paying  any  attention  to  physical  improvement  in  his  incessant  strife  for 
intellectual  progress.     He  was  always  complaining  and  never  well. 

The  sensation  created  by  Edmund  Kean,  on  his  first  visit  to  New  York, 
had  hardly  died  away  when  Matthews  came.  Kean  arrived  in  1820  and 
departed  June  4,  1821.  He  was  thirty-three,  small  of  stature,  but  grace- 
ful, and  when  under  the  influence  of  passion  effective  and  even  grand. 
His  little,  well-wrought,  strong  frame  seemed  capable  of  any  amount  of 
endurance ;  he  was  an  admirable  fencer,  a  finished  gentleman,  a  most 
insidious  lover,  and  a  terrific  tragedian.  His  face  was  expressive,  his 
eye  brilliant,  his  action  free,  and  his  voice  flexible  and  strong.  He  was, 
like  Matthews,  a  close  student,  and  a  master  of  mimic  power.  Both 
secured  the  glories  of  success.  But  Kean  was  irregular  in  life,  capricious 
in  temper,  and  eccentric  in  habit,  while  Matthews  was  the  apostle  of 
temperance  and  circumspection.  Kean  mixed  with  all  sorts  of  people, 
and  when  attacked  by  the  press,  ordered  the  papers  carried  from  his 
presence  with  a  pair  of  tongs.  Matthews  was  fond  of  literary  characters, 
was  acquainted  with  Sir  Walter  Scott,  moved  in  a  social  circle  among 
the  most  eminent  authors  and  actors,  and  was  singularly  gifted  with 
worldly  prudence. 

The  Old  Park  Theater  was  burned  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  May, 
1820,  and  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  conflagration  that  not  an  article 
of  wardrobe  or  scenery  was  saved.  A  new  edifice  arose  upon  its  site, 
eighty  feet  wide  by  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  deep,  running  through 
to  Theater  Alley,  where  a  large  wing  was  attached  containing  the  green- 
room and  dressing-rooms.  The  audience  entered  by  seven  arched  door- 
ways, all  opening  outward.  The  interior  was  fashioned  to  seat  twenty- 
five  hundred  persons.  It  had  tliree  circles  of  boxes,  forty-two  in  all,  two 
side  tiers,  a  spacious  gallery,  and  a  pleasant  pit.  It  was  first  opened  in 
September,  1821,  and  the  builders,  John  Jacob  Astor  and  John  K.  Beeknian, 
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Inferior  of  Park  Theater,  November  7,  1822. 

[Charles  Mattliewb  and  Miss  HUen  A.Johnson  in  the  farce  of  "  Monsieur  Tonson."] 

were  greatly  applauded  for  their  public  spirit  and  good  taste.  It  was 
closed  until  late  in  the  autumn  of  1822,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
the  yellow  fever;  hut  with  the   coming  of  the  frosts,   and  the  general 
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return  of  the  citizens  to  their  homes,  it  became  the  scene  of  tlie  intro- 
duction of  Matthews  to  a  New  York  audience.     The  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser of  November  8,  1822,  says:    "We  last  night  paid  our  dollar  to 
witness  this  gentleman's  far-famed  exhibitions,  and  confess  that 
we  do  not  regret  the  time  or  the  money  spent.     The  house  was 
so  crowded  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  procure  a  seat,  and 
amidst   so   large   an   audience  we   could   not  discover  even   a  whisper 
of  disapprobation.     Mr.  Matthews   played   Goldfinch   in   the  '  Road  to 
Ruin.'     The  popular  farce  of  '  Monsieur  Tonson '  was  performed 
for  the  first  time,  and  Mr.  Matthews  supported  the  principal  char- 
acter with  great  eclat.     His  comic  songs  and  imitations  were  the  best 
we  ever  heard  ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  variations,  on  being  encored, 
the  audience  seemed  disposed  to  sit  all  night  and  enjoy  this  species 
of  entertainment." 

The  original  water-color  painting  from  which  the  accompanying  illus- 
tration has  been  copied  is  of  exceptional  historic  interest,  because  of  its 
approved  portraiture.^  The  wife  of  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  occupies 
the  box  in  the  first  tier,  nearest  the  stage.  In  the  third  box,  beyond,  are 
seated  the  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  daughter  of  Bishop 
Provost,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Lenox,  Mr.  Kennedy,  Miss  Wilkes,  and 
John  K.  Beekman.  In  the  boxes  between  the  two  are  said  to  be  recog- 
nized Mrs.  Daniel  Webster,  Mrs.  Ogden,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchill,  Mrs. 
Major  Fairlie,  Dr.  Hosack,  Jacob  H.  Le  Roy,  William  Bayard,  James 
Watson,  Dr.  McLane,  and  Mrs.  Newbold  ;  while  Henry  Brevoort,  James 
Kirke  Paulding,  James  W.  Gerard,  Henry  Carey,  and  Swift  Livingston 
are  seated  just  beyond.  One  of  the  second  tier  of  boxes  is  occupied  by 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Pendleton  and  Judge  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Jones. 

1  The  history  of  the  water-color  painting,  now  in  possession  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society,  is  scarcely  less  interesting  than  the  picture  itself.  The  original  drawing  was  made 
for  William  Bayard  by  John  Searle,  a  clever  amateur  artist,  and  the  picture  when  completed 
was  hung  upon  the  wall  of  Mr.  Bayard's  country  residence.  Some  years  since  Thomas  W. 
Channing  Moore  became  much  interested  in  it  while  visiting  Mr.  Bayard,  and  with  the 
instinct  of  a  genuine  antiquarian  resolved  that  such  a  treasure  should  not  be  entirely  lost  to 
New  York.  He  accordingly  obtained  permission  to  bring  it  to  the  city  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  it  to  Mr.  Elias  Dexter.  Six  of  the  gentlemen  whose  portraits  appear  in  the  painting 
were  then  living  —  Francis  Barretto,  Robert  G.  Ij.  De  Peyster,  Gouverneur  S.  Bibby,  Wil- 
liam Bayard,  Jr.,  William  Maxwell,  and  James  W.  Gerard — and  were  invited  to  an  inter- 
view for  its  examination.  Mr.  Barretto  and  Mr.  Bibby  remembered  and  were  able  to 
recognize  nearly  every  person  represented  upon  the  canvas.  All  the  gentlemen  pronounced 
the  portraits  striking  ;  and  many  reminiscences  were  related  in  connection  with  those  supposed 
to  be  present  on  that  memorable  evening  when  Matthews  first  appeared  in  the  farce  of 
Monsieur  Tonson.  A  key  was  made  to  the  painting,  and  it  was  photographed  by  Dexter  ; 
it  was  then  returned  to  its  owner.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Bayard  it  descended  to  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Harriet  Bayard  Van  Rensselaer,  and  was  subsequently  presented  by  her  heirs  to  the 
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The  social  life  of  New  York  at  this  period  was  invested  with  a  peculiar 
charm.  Wealth  and  refinement,  money-making  and  good-breeding,  were 
blended  as  never  before.  The  flavor  of  courts  clung  to  the  numerous 
representatives  of  the  old  colonial  aristocracy,  who  still  formed  the  metal 
in  the  cup.  But  intellectual  achievement  was  held  in  severe  respect,  and 
benevolence  was  the  fashion  of  the  day.  The  man  of  means  was  measured 
according  to  his  intelligent  promotion  of  art,  science,  literature,  religion, 
and  internal  improvements.  Pride  of  family  existed,  as  was  natural  in 
such  a  community,  but  a  birthright  commanded  little  consideration  unless 
divested  of  all  suspicion  of  ignorance  and  vulgarity.  The  tone  of  society 
was  elevated  without  being  pretentious.  Progress  was  the  all-absorbing 
idea.  The  development  of  the  industries,  schemes  of  charity,  and  the 
education  of  the  laboring  classes  were  drawing-room  topics.  A  fund  had 
been  appropriated  by  the  State,  in  1820,  for  the  support  of  common 
schools,  amounting  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Enormous  sums 
were  expended  yearly  in  the  city  from  private  sources.  Beauty  and 
fashion  were  none  the  less  admired ;  amusements  were  patronized,  and 
the  higher  obligations  of  polite  life  scrupulously  fulfilled.  Intercourse 
with  the  leading  men  and  women  of  both  the  New  England  and  Southern 
States  secured  to  New  York  greater  catholicity  of  spirit  than  elsewhere  ; 
and  the  shining  lights  of  foreign  statesmanship,  diplomacy,  and  letters, 
who  were  from  time  to  time  visitors  or  dwellers  in  the  city,  influenced 
more  or  less  the  public  taste. 

President  Monroe  was  much  in  New  York  during  his  eight  years'  ad- 
ministration. Mrs.  Monroe  was  not  only  a  New-Yorker  herself,  but  was 
nearly  related  to  several  of  the  prominent  families ;  her  sister  married 
Nicholas  Gouverneur,  of  the  great  commercial  house  doing  business  with 

New  York  Historical  Society.  The  key  furnishes  the  names,  in  addition  to  those  ah'eady 
mentioned,  of  Herman  Le  Roy,  William  Le  Roy,  Alexander  Hosaek,  Stephen  Price,  Ed- 
ward Price,  Captain  J.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Eliza  Talbot,  Robert  Dyson,  Herman  Le  Roy,  Jr., 
D.  P.  Campbell,  Mrs.  Clinton,  Maltby  Geltson,  and  Mr.  Charaud,  in  the  first  and  second 
tier  of  boxes  ;  and  in  the  pit,  Nicholas  C.  Rutgers,  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  Walter  Livingston, 
Henry  W.  Cruger,  Dr.  John  Watts,  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  Edmund  AVilkes,  Hamilton  Wilkes, 
John  Searle,  the  artist,  Thomas  F.  Livingston,  Dr.  John  Neilson,  Thomas  Bibby,  the  ancestor 
of  the  Bibby  family  in  New  York,  whose  descendants  now  represent  the  Van  Cortlandts  of 
Yonkers,  Gouverneur  S.  Bibby,  Robert  G.  L.  De  Peyster,  Hugh  Maxwell,  WUliam  Max- 
well, James  Seaton,  Andrew  Drew,  William  Wilkes,  Charles  Farquhar,  John  Berry,  Robert 
Gillespie,  Mordecai  M.  Noah,  William  Bell,  John  Lang,  editor  of  the  New  York  Gazette, 
James  McKay,  James  Alport,  James  Farquhar,  Thomas  W.  Moore,  Francis  Barretto,  Joseph 
Fowler,  John  J.  Boyd,  William  H.  Robinson,  and  Robert  Watts.  The  last  named,  sitting  in 
the  immediate  foreground,  close  by  the  orchestra,  may  be  recognized  by  his  light  coat.  He 
was  the  one  mentioned  on  page  650  as  the  handsomest  man  in  New  York.  Many  of  the 
gentlemen  wore  their  hats  for  protection  against  the  draughts  of  cold  wind  sweeping  through 
the  house. 
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all  parts  of  the  world  —  descended  from  the  Gouverneurs  so  familiar  to 
the  reader  in  the  first  volume  of  this  work ;  ^  and  their  son,  Samuel  L. 
Gouverneur,  the  New  York  postmaster  for  nine  years,  married  Maria,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  President  and  Mrs.  Monroe,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed at  the  White  House.  Mrs.  Gouverneur  was  a  beautiful  bride,  and 
very  warmly  received  in  New  York  society.  She  dispensed  hospitalities 
at  her  elegant  home  in  the  metropolis  with  as  much  ease  and  dignity  as  her 
accomplished  mother  at  the  capital.  Mrs.  Monroe  will  be  remembered 
as  the  mistress  of  the  Executive  Mansion  who  carried  into  execution  the 
custom  of  never  returning  calls,  which  nearly  produced  a  social  revolu- 
tion. The  question  of  propriety  as  to  indiscriminate  visiting  on  the  part 
of  the  wife  of  the  President  was  hotly  debated,  and  involved  diplomatic 
and  State  correspondence.  Mrs.  Monroe  remained  firm.  The  difficulty 
was  finally  adjusted  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  who  drew  up  the  formula 
which  has  since  regulated  the  etiquette  of  the  social  superstructure  at  the 
capital.  Mrs.  Monroe  was  extremely  exacting  in  the  matter  of  appro- 
priate dress  to  be  worn  at  her  receptions.  On  one  occasion  the  President 
refused  admission  to  a  near  relative  who  was  not  prepared  with  a  suit  of 
small-clothes  and  silk  hose.  Nearly  ten  years  of  Mrs.  Monroe's  life  had 
been  spent  at  the  European  capitals,  while  accompanying  her  husband  on 
his  various  missions  to  foreign  courts,  and  her  daughters  were  at  school 
in  France.  The  elder,  Eliza,  who  married  Judge  George  Hay,  w^as  in  the 
same  class  and  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  Hortense  Eugenie  Beauharnais, 
afterwards  Queen  of  Holland. 

Monroe  had  been  re-elected  President  with  but  one  dissenting  vote, 
tliat  of  New  Hampshire  —  given  to  John  Quincy  Adams.  Tompkins  was 
again  Vice-President,  and  chairman  of  the  Senate,  in  which  Eufus  King 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  represented  New  York.  The  chief  controversy 
that  marked  Monroe's  first  term  concerned  negro  slavery.     The  question 

1  See  Vol.  I.  388,  440.  The  Gouverneurs  have  been  ranked  among  the  best  families  of 
New  York  for  nearly  two  centuries  ;  few  names  are  better  known  than  those  of  Gouverneur 
Morris,  Gouverneur  Kenible,  Gouverneur  Ogden,  and  Gouverneur  Kortwright.  Isaac  Gou- 
verneur, son  of  Nicholas  and  Eliza  Kortwright  Gouverneur,  was  killed  in  a  duel  with  William 
H.  Maxwell,  brother  of  Hugh  Maxwelh  His  brother,  Samuel  L.  Gouverneur, married  Maria, 
daughter  of  President  Monroe.  Their  son,  Samuel  LawTence  Gouverneur,  born  in  New  York 
City,  1828,  recently  died  in  Washington  ;  he  served  in  the  Mexican  War  with  distinction, 
and  was  for  some  years  United  States  consul  at  Foo-Choo,  China  ;  his  wife  was  JIarion, 
daughter  of  Judge  Campbell,  surrogate  of  New  York  City  for  many  years.  Lawrence  Kort- 
wright, the  father  of  Mrs.  Monroe,  was  the  son  of  Cornelius  Kortwright,  an  old  merchant  ot 
New  York  in  the  time  of  Governor  Cosby,  who  married  Miss  Aspinwall.  Tlie  Kortwright 
family  intermarried  with  the  Verplancks,  the  Tillotsons,  the  Lawrences,  the  Livingstons,  and 
other  eminent  families.  The  town  of  Kortwright  was  named  for  Lawrence  Kortwright,  where 
he  had  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  intending  to  found  a  manor. 


688  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  XEW   YORK. 

arose  in  connection  with  a  petition  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union.  A  bill,  with  an  amendment  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  new 
State,  was  defeated.  After  much  discussion  a  compromise  was  effected, 
by  which  the  subject  was  dismissed  for  the  time  ;  and  Missouri  took  her 
place  among  the  sovereign  States. 

Meanwhile  the  progress  of  the  Erie  Canal  was  a  distinguished  success. 
It  stimulated  the  ambition  of  the  whole  country.  Enterprises  of  internal 
improvement  —  of  lesser  magnitude  —  were  taking  shape  in  many  direc- 
tions. The  fame  of  De  Witt  Clinton  had  gone  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
The  completion  of  each  section  of  the  great  work  was  attended  with  pub- 
lic ceremonials.  Thousands  of  people  made  long  journeys  to  see  the  deep 
cutting  through  mountain  ridges,  the  wonderful  embankments  and  aque- 
ducts, and  the  combined  locks.  Clinton's  "  big  ditch  "  was  the  curiosity 
of  the  age. 

The  ancient  enemies  of  Clinton  appear  to  have  taken  alarm  at  his  in- 
creasing notoriety.  Having  been  displaced  from  the  governorship  in  1822 
by  the  election  of  Joseph  C.  Yates,  he  was  no  longer  in  the  political  field. 
Nor  was  he  a  candidate  for  any  office.  He  was  simply  attending 
to  his  duties  as  president  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners, 
and  devoting  toilsome  days  and  sleepless  nights  to  the  practical  realiza- 
tion of  his  stupendous  views.  He  had  for  years  been  traversing  the 
State  to  watch  over  the  progress  of  the  canal,  without  salary,  or  a  dollar 
of  reward  for  his  services.  His  ceaseless  exertions  had  animated  industry 
and  enterprise,  facilitated  the  rapid  circulation  of  capital,  and  given  the 
New  York  public  a  sweet  foretaste  of  unfolding  riches  —  in  ten  thousand 
separate  ways.  He  was  becoming  an  object  of  popular  interest  and  ap- 
plause. His  wings  must  be  clipped,  or  he  might  soar  into  some  high  seat 
—  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  his  opponents  and  persecutors. 

Thus  reasoned  a  few  uneasy  legislators  in  April,  1824.  On  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  John  Bowman,  passed 

AprU12.        -^  '  '  '  ^ 

a  resolution  for  the  removal  of  De  Witt  Clinton  from  the  office 
of  canal  commissioner !  It  was  sent  for  concurrence  to  the  Assembly, 
where  it  was  acted  upon  almost  instantaneously  in  the  hurry  and  confusion 
prior  to  adjournment  for  the  season.  Unutterable  amazement  was  created 
in  the  mind  of  every  member  not  in  the  secret.  The  high-handed  meas- 
ure had  been  concocted  the  evening  before  in  a  select  but  rather  informal 
caucus ;  and  few  instances  exist  in  history  where  political  cunning  when 
held  to  the  light,  revealed  so  little  of  human  nobility  and  so  much  of  per- 
verse folly.  When  the  announcement  was  made  gentlemen  engaged  in 
packing  up  their  papers  paused  and  stared  at  each  other,  as  if  wondering 
if  they  had  heard  aright.     Henry  Cunningham  was  in  the  act  of  putting 
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on  his  overcoat,  and  without  a  moment  for  reflection  threw  it  over  his 
arm  and  turned  to  the  speaker  with  flashing  eyes  and  face  glowing  with 
indignation.  He  spoke  for  twenty  minutes  in  a  strain  of  manly  eloquence 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  a  Roman  orator.  "  For  what  good  and 
honorable  purpose  has  this  resolution  been  sent  here  for  concurrence  at 
the  very  last  moment  of  the  session  ? "  he  asked.  "  Sir,  I  challenge  in- 
quiry. We  have  spent  rising  of  three  months  in  legislation,  and  not  one 
word  has  been  dropped  intimating  a  desire  or  intention  to  expel  that 
honorable  gentleman  from  the  board  of  canal  commissioners  !  What  ne- 
farious and  secret  design,  I  ask,  is  to  be  effected  at  the  expense  of  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  this  legislature  ? " 

Clinton  bore  the  insult  like  a  Christian  martyr.  Not  so  New  York. 
Clinton  simply  invited  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  his  official  conduct. 
His  native  State  did  more.  Meetings  were  called  in  every  town,  village, 
and  city,  to  denounce  in  the  most  public  manner  an  act  which,  without 
the  assignment  of  a  single  reason  or  the  faintest  color  of  necessity,  had 
hurled  from  an  exalted  eminence,  as  if  he  were  some  great  State  culprit, 
the  man  above  all  others  to  whom  New  York  was  indebted.  The 
feeling  in  New  York  City  was  intense.  Ten  thousand  people 
assembled  in  the  park  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th,  embracing  all  classes  and  all  political  cliques  and  parties.  Such  a 
meeting,  taking  it  all  in  all,  had  never  been  witnessed  in  the  metropolis. 
Its  object  was  to  stigmatize  the  unjustifiable  procedure  of  the  legislature. 
General  Eobert  Bogardus  nominated  the  venerable  William  Few  to  the 
chair,  who  was  greeted  with  unbounded  applause.  Stirring  addresses 
were  made.  "The  benefactors  of  states  and  empires  cannot  be  hidden 
from  the  world,"  said  Charles  G.  Haines.  "  The  spirit  of  the  age  and  the 
light  of  truth  are  with  them.  Combinations  may  arise  to  obscure  the 
luster  of  their  deeds,  and  diminish  the  magnitude  and  utility  of  their 
efforts  ;  but  the  calm  conviction  of  after  times  will  do  them  justice." 
Resolutions  were  submitted  by  Isaac  S.  Hone,  declaring  the  removal  of 
Clinton  a  disgrace  to  the  State,  a  violation  of  justice,  and  an  outrage  on 
public  opinion,  and  adopted  by  acclamation.  Thousands  of  voices  pro- 
claimed the  unanimity  with  which  they  were  received,  and  when  the 
chairman  called  for  the  noes,  a  dead  silence  —  a  deep  pause  ensued. 

A  committee  of  thirty  gentlemen  was  appointed  to  communicate  the 
resolutions  to  Clinton,  and  to  give  them  publicity  throughout  the  State 
and  nation  ;  while  a  vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to  General  James 
Benedict,  John  Morss,  and  David  Seaman  from  the  city  delega- 

1824. 

tion  who  had  voted  against  the  measure.     Thus  New  York  taught 
narrow  politicians  a  lesson  not  likely  to  be  forgotten ;  and  paid  a  just 
VOL.  II.  44 
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and  becoming  tribute  of  respect  to  a  statesman  whose  extensive  agency 
in  the  grandest  public  work  of  the  age  was  beyond  dispute.^ 

Clinton  welcomed  the  committee  warmly,  and  in  reply  said :  "  From 
the  extinguishment  of  open  hostility  to  tlie  present  period  I  have  not 

been  without  serious  appre- 
hensions that  events  might 
occur  to  prevent  the  consum- 
mation of  this  work  ;  and  I 
have  rejoiced  at  the  termina- 
tion of  each  year  of  its  pro- 
gress, and  watched  over  it 
with  indescribable  anxiety." 
He  thanked  the  gentlemen 
with  much  emotion  for  their 
"  condescending  kindness  "  in 
l)iesenting  the  resolutions  in 
])erson.  They  had  but  just 
de])arted  when  another  com- 
mittee, representing  the  sci- 
entists and  scholars  of  the 
city,  was  ushered  into  his 
presence,  with  a  similar  series 
of  resolutions  adopted  at  a 
private  meeting  in  the  even- 
ing, of  which  tlie  distin- 
guished Dr.  Mitchill  was 
[FromiiK-pauna,,.  i,yj..iin  u.si.yjarv.s.j  chalrman:    liB    had  figured 

conspicuously  in  the  celebration  at  Albany  of  the  completion  of  the 
Champlain  Canal  and  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Erie  Canal,  in  October, 
1823,  making  a  brilliant  address  on  the  festive  occasion.  In  the  unjusti- 
fiable movement,  which,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 

1  The  committee  consisted  of  General  Matthew  Clarkson,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  Colonel 
Nicholas  Fish,  William  Bayard,  Thomas  Eddj',  Stephen  Whitney,  Philip  Hone,  Cadwallader 
D.  Colden,  Charles  Wright,  Thomas  Hazard,  Jr.,  James  Lovett,  General  Joseph  G.  Swift, 
Kobert  H.  Bowne,  Abraham  Ogden,  John  Rathbone,  Jr.,  Lockwood  De  Forrest,  Preserved 
Fish,  General  Robert  Bogardiis,  Thomas  Freeborn,  Peter  Crary,  Lynde  Catlin,  James  Oakley, 
Mansel  Bradhurst,  Benjamin  Stagg,  Eli  Hart,  Thomas  Gibbons,  Noah  Brown,  Thomas 
Herttell,  and  Campbell  P.  White.  General  James  Benedict  was  the  only  member  of  the 
legislature  in  1824  who  was  returned  by  his  constituents  when  the  revolution  of  public  senti- 
ment made  De  Witt  Clinton  governor  in  1825.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Benedict 
—  see  Vol.  I.  p.  204  —  and  married  in  1812,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  Deborah,  daughter 
of  James  Coles  of  New  York  City.  He  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  continued  in  the  State 
military  service,  after  the  peace,  as  a  brigadier  ;  in  1826  he  was  made  a  major-general. 


Dr.  Samuel  Mitchill. 
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people,  deprived  Clinton  of  a  post  in  which  there  was  no  emolument, 
Dr.  Mitchill  failed  to  see  one  extenuating  circumstance. 

Nor  was  there  anything  spasmodic  in  the  expression  of  public  senti- 
ment. The  more  the  subject  was  agitated  the  greater  appeared  the  enor- 
mity of  the  wrong  committed.  As  a  direct  result,  Clinton  was  nominated 
for  governor  by  a  State  convention  at  Utica,  and  re-elected  by  a  majority 
of  nearly  seventeen  thousand  votes.  The  Whig  party  chose  six  of  the 
eight  senators,  and  secured  a  majority  of  three  fourths  of  the  Assembly. 
The  tide  was  overwhelming.  Nearly  every  man  was  swept  out  of  office 
the  State  through  who  had  directly  or  remotely,  audibly  or  silently,  con- 
tributed to  the  injury  inflicted  upon  Clinton. 

It  is  worthy  of  remembrance  that  during  the  eight  years  in  which  the 
State  of  New  York  was  expending  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  constructing  canals,  the  amount  collected  in  the  New  York  City 
custom-house  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  "States,  for 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,  was  upwards  of  sixty-four  millions ;  and 
within  the  same  period  the  State  raised  and  applied  to  the  support  of 
common  schools  over  nine  millions,  together  with  very  large  sums  be- 
stowed upon  colleges,  and  for  the  advancement  of  science  and  literature. 

It  was  during  the  summer  of  1824  that  Lafayette  visited  the  United 
States  by  invitation  of  the  government,  arriving  in  New  York 
City  on  the  15th  of  August.  He  had  no  suspicion  of  the  warm 
welcome  that  awaited  him.  As  the  French  packet  upon  which  he  was  a 
passenger  neared  the  Narrows,  two  gentlemen  came  on  board  from  a  row- 
boat,  and  after  holding  a  private  conference  with  the  captain  departed. 
No  one  except  the  commander  himself  knew  the  object  of  their  mission. 
But  to  the  surprise  of  all  on  board,  the  vessel  anchored  alongside 
Staten  Island.  Presently  a  long  line  of  vessels  appeared  in  sight,  coming 
down  the  bay  with  flags  flying.  They  approached  and  encircled  the 
French  ship.  The  mayor  of  New  York,  General  Jacob  Morton,  and 
other  eminent  personages,  presently  reached  the  deck  of  the  Cadvius  and 
paid  their  respects  to  America's  illustrious  visitor  —  whose  tears  fell  like 
rain  as  he  received  their  unexpected  congratulations,  and  learned  of  the 
plan  for  his  public  reception  in  the  city  next  morning.  It  being  the 
Sabbath,  he  was  conducted  to  the  seat  of  Vice-President  Tompkins  on 
Staten  Island,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

On   Monday   the   bells   rang   in    one  merry  din  from  twelve  to  one 
o'clock,  business  was  suspended,  and  no  carriages  or  horses  were 
permitted  below  Chambers  Street  except  those  attached  to   the 
military  or  procession.     The  corporation  of  the  city,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
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navy   proceeded  at  nine   o'clock   to   Staten   Island  to  meet  and  escort 
Lafayette  into  New  York.     The  naval  procession  was  one  of  exceptional 
beauty  and  interest.     When  it  moved  from  Staten  Island  the  guns  from 
shore  were   answered   from   Fort  Lafayette,  from  the  steamship  Robert 
Fulton,  and  from  the  forts  in  the  harbor.     The  escorting  vessels,  adorned 
in  the  most  fanciful  manner,  were  alive  with  ladies  and  gentlemen.     At 
Castle  Garden  Lafayette  landed  upon  a  carpeted  stairway  arranged  for  the 
occasion,  under  an  arch  richly  decorated  with  flags  and  wreaths  of  laurel. 
He  was  greeted  with  a  prolonged  shout  from  the  assembled  thousands, 
and  the  roar  of  artillery  echoed  far  away  over  the  blue  waters.    The  troops 
were  drawn  into  line  by  General  James  Benedict,  and,  after  the  review, 
Lafayette  entered  a  barouche  drawn  by  four  horses  and  was  driven  up  Broad- 
way to  the  City  Hall ;  he  was  welcomed  to  the  common  council  chamber 
by  Mayor  William  Paulding  in  an  appropriate  speech.     In  reply,  Lafay- 
ette said :  "  It  is  the  pride  of  my  life  to  have  been  one  of  the  earliest 
adopted  sons  of  America.     I  am  proud,  also,  to  add  that,  upwards  of  forty 
years  ago  I  was  particularly  honored  with  the  freedom  of  this  city." 
After  further  ceremonies  upon  a  platform  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  he 
was  conducted  to  the  City  Hotel,  where  elegant  rooms  had  been  arranged 
for  his  occupancy,  and  where  a  sumptuous  dinner   was  prepared.     At 
evening  the  City  Hotel,  City  Hall,  and  other  public  buildings  were  gor- 
geously illuminated,  the  theaters  and  public  gardens  displayed  transpar- 
encies, and  fire-works  of  every  description  blazed  from  one  end  of  the 
city  to  the  other.     An  immense  balloon  arose  from  Castle  Garden  repre- 
senting the  famous  horse  Eclipse  mounted  by  an  ancient  knight  in  armor. 
On   Wednesday   Lafayette    visited   the   navy-yard,    dining   with   the 
commandant  and  a  few  invited  guests.     In  the  evening  he  was 
'  tendered  a  reception  by  the  New  York  Historical  Society.     He 
was  escorted  by  the  president  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Hosack,  and  General 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt  to  the  chair  that  had  once  belonged  to  the  unfortu- 
nate Louis  XVI.  —  presented  by  Gouverneur  Morris.     Dr.  Hosack  in  a 
graceful  address  announced  to  Lafayette  his  election  as  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Society ;  he  responded  with  the  warmest  expressions  of  grati- 
tude, adding,  "  The  United  States,  sir,  are  the  first  nation  in  the  records 
of  history  who  have  founded  their  constitution  upon  an  honest  investi- 
gation, and  clear  definition  of  their  national  and  social  rights."     His  stay 
in  New  York  was  one  perpetual  ovation.     He  saw  nothing  but  prosperity 
and  good  order.     The  growth  of  the  city  and  its  ripening  institutions 
filled  his  mind  with  wonder  and  admiration.     "  Do  you  expect  Broadway 
will  reach  Albany  ? "  he  asked,  facetiously,  when  the  prospective  street 
improvements  above  Madison  Square  were  pointed  out  to  him. 
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He  departed  from  the  city  on  his  famous  tour  through  the  country, 
Friday,  the  20th.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  son,  George  Washington 
Lafayette,  a  fine-looking,  graceful  man,  approaching  middle  life,  and 
by  General  Philip  Van  Cortlandt.  Seated  in  a  coach  drawn  by  four 
white  horses,  he  was  escorted  as  far  as  Harlem  by  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
celebrities,  and  citizens  in  carriages,  and  an  imposing  cavalcade  com- 
manded by  General  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  then  brigade-major.  The 
streets  on  the  route  were  thronged  with  people ;  Lafayette  rode  with  his 
head  uncovered,  acknowledging  their  perpetual  huzzas  with  bows. 

The  year  1825  dawned  upon  a  nation  in  anxiety.     It  had  long  been 
foreseen  that  a  choice  of  President  would  not  be  effected  by  the  people. 
The   campaign  had  been  more  spirited  and  exciting   than   any 
which  had  taken  place  since  the  first  election  of  Jefferson.    Strictly 
speaking  it  could  not  be  called  a  party  contest.     Monroe^s  prudence  had 
obliterated  party  lines,  and  left  a  general  unanimity  of  sentiment  on  polit- 
ical  principles   and   measures  throughout  the  Union.     The  candidates, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  Henry  Clay,  Andrew  Jackson,  and  William  H.  Craw- 
ford,  all   subscribed,   substantially,   to   the   same   political   creed.     The 
struggle  was  a  personal  and  sectional  one,  more  than  of  a  party 
nature.     The  result  was  as  predicted.     Neither  of  the  candidates 
received  a  majority  in  the  electoral  colleges,  and  the  election  devolved  on 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  February  the  members  assembled  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  usual ;  the  galleries,  the  lobbies,  and  all  the  adjacent 
apartments  were  filled  to  overflowing  with  spectators  from  every  part  of 
the  country  to  witness  the  unusual  scene.  The  Senate  entered  at  noon 
precisely,  and  retired  after  the  votes  had  been  counted,  and  the  announce- 
ment made  that  no  person  had  received  a  majority.  The  three  candidates 
with  the  highest  vote  were  then  balloted  for  by  the  House.  The  Speaker 
directed  the  roll  to  be  called  by  States,  the  delegations  taking  their  seats 
accordingly,  each  provided  with  a  ballot-box.  When  the  ceremony  was 
concluded,  and  the  ballots  counted,  Daniel  Webster  announced  thirteen 
for  John  Quincy  Adams,  seven  for  Andrew  Jackson,  and  four  for  William 
H.  Crawford.     John  C.  Calhoun  was  declared  elected  Vice-President. 

Stephen  Van  Eensselaer,  the  patroon,  had  the  honor,  by  giving  the 
casting  vote,  of  determining  the  election  of  John  Quincy  Adams  to  the 
Presidency  of  the  nation.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  1823 
to  1829,  and  at  the  same  time  a  Eegent  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  subsequently  its  Chancellor.  He  established  during  the 
year  of  the  Presidential  campaign  a  scientific  school  at  Troy,  incorporated 
in  1826  as  the  Eensselaer  Institute,  bearing  fully  one  half  of  its  current 
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expenses.  It  was  under  A^an  Rensselaer's  direction  and  at  his  expense 
that  Amos  Eaton,  senior  professor  in  the  institution,  made  geological 
surveys  of  New  York  in  1821. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  President  Adams  after  his  inauguration  M-as 

to  offer  the  post  of  Minister  to  England  to  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton, 

who  declined,  preferring  to  serve  New  York  at  home,  and  Rufus  King 

received  the  appointment.     On  the  4th  of  July,  forty-nine  years 

"  ^  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Ohio  was  to  commence  her 
great  work  of  connecting  Lake  Erie  by  canal  with  the  Ohio  Eiver.  Gov- 
ernor Clinton's  presence  was  desired,  and  he  made  the  journey  in  June, 
accompanied  by  Judge  Alfred  Conkling,  General  Solomon  Van  Rens- 
selaer, and  several  otlier  distinguished  gentlemen.  They  reached  Newark 
on  the  3d,  and  as  soon  as  Governor  Clinton's  carriage  appeared  on  the 
public  square,  the  many  thousands  of  persons  present  rent  the  air  with 
their  loud  shouts  of  welcome  to  "  The  Father  of  Internal  Improvements." 
Tlie  next  morning  the  party  moved  to  the  ground  prepared,  and  Governor 
Clinton  and  Governor  Jeremiah  Morrow  each  excavated  a  few  shovelfuls 
of  earth  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  multitude.  After  the  cere- 
monies and  speeches,  and  when  a  hundred  guns  had  announced  to  the 
world  that  the  Ohio  canal  was  begun,  the  company  dined  under  the 
shade  of  wide-spreading  beeches.  Clinton  traveled  through  Ohio  as  the 
guest  of  the  State,  even  into  Kentucky,  every\\-here  receiving  pulilic 
honors  of  the  most  flattering  character. 

Lafayette  was  the  guest  of  the  nation,  and  his  travels  through  the 
country  resembled  one  continuous  triumphal  procession.  He  visited 
every  State,  and  everywhere  the  same  welcome  and  the  same  festiv- 
ities awaited  him.  The'  history  of  his  progress,  minutely  related, 
would  introduce  the  reader  to-  all  the  distinguished  men  of  America  at 
that  time,  and  present  an  exhibition  of  education,  arts,  industry,  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  in  general.  On 
the  17th  of  June,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  battle,  he  laid  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  and  Daniel  Webster  pro- 
nounced an  oration  to  an  immense  concourse  of  people.  From  Boston  he 
went  to  Portland,  thence  to  Albany,  and  arrived  in  New  York  City  in 
time  to  share  in  celebrating  the  4th  of  July.  It  was  a  source  of  deep 
regret  to  him  that  he  could  not  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  that 
same  day  in  Ohio.  There  was  something  grand,  to  his  mind,  in  the  open- 
ing of  a  navigable  inland  communication  between  the  Bay  of  New  York 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ;  and  his  predictions  of  the  riches  to  be  created  by 
thus  stimulating  the  powers  of  productive  industry  have  been  abundantly 
realized.     Upon  his  way  from  Albany  to  New  York  he  spent  the  Sabbath 
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at  'Clermont,  the  seat  of  the  Livingstons.  He  was  also  entertained  at  the 
old  Van  Cortlandt  manor-house  on  the  Hudson  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Croton,  the  seat  of  General  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  who  had  been  the  com- 
panion of  his  journeyings.i  He  visited  Mrs.  Alexander  Hamilton ;  and 
he  was  feted  by  many  of  the  New  York  families  in  the  most  superb  man- 
ner. A  public  fete  was  also  given  him  surpassing  anything  of  the  kind 
before  witnessed  in  New  York.  Congress,  in  consideration  of  his  sacri- 
fices and  his  services,  voted  him  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  a 
township  of  land.  He  carried  with  him  to  his  native  country  the  pres- 
tige of  his  importance  in  America,  was  re-elected  to  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  and  in  the  Eevolution  of  1830  was  the  popular  leader,  and 
might  have  been  made  president  of  a  republic.  He  chose,  however,  for 
the  sake  of  peace  and  order,  to  place  Louis  PhilijDpe  on  the  throne. 


1  The  Van  Cortlandt  manor-house  is  still  standing  and  well  preserved.  The  main  portion 
of  the  edifice  was  the  original  block-house  built  by  Governor  Dongan  in  the  early  part  of  his 
administration  as  a  rendezvous  for  fishing  parties  and  conferences  with  the  Indians.  See 
Vol.  I.  90,  300,  305.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  who  in  1683  was  appointed  by  the  king  of 
England  one  of  Dongan's  privy  council,  usually  accompanied  him  on  these  expeditions,  and 
subsequently  purchased  the  land  thereabouts  of  the  Indians  —  eighty-five  thousand  acres, 
extending  to  the  Connecticut  line.  This  great  property  was  erected  into  a  manor  by  royal 
charter,  and  the  block-house  with  its  solid  stone  wallsthree  feet  thick,  and  loop-holes  for 


musketry  provided 
life  in  a  savage  wilder- 
into  a  commodious 
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from  Holland  by  OlofF  ^ 
landt  (see  p.  90,  Vol. 
used  in  all  the  genera- 
of  the  illustration  be- 
Van  Cortlandt,  and 
silver  graced  his  table; 
hundred     vears    old. 


Silverware  of  the  Van  Cortlandts. 

[I  roin  orii,inaIs  at  the  Manor  house  ] 


for  the  emergencies  of 
ness,  was  converted 
dwelling.  Its  situa- 
and  the  structure  it- 
romance  of  two  ceu- 
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antique  treasures  of 
andfurniture,  are  of  the 
esting  character.  The 
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Stevenson  Van  Cort- 
I.)  and  has  been  since 
tions.  The  gold  watch 
longed  to  Stephanus 
the  sugar-sifter  of  solid 
both  are  at  least  two 
The  solid  silver  tea- 


kettle and  gold  pap-spoon  with  bells  to  amuse  an  infant  were  brought  to  New  York  by 
Johannes  De  Peyster  about  1650  (see  Vol.  I.  p.  225,  420,  421),  whose  granddaughter,  Catha- 
rine, took  them  with  her  to  the  manor-house  when  she  married  its  proprietor,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  in  1710.  Pieces  of  table-ware  imported  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago 
are  still  in  use.  The  dining-table  itself  came  from  Holland  in  the  time  of  Oloff  Stevenson  Van 
Cortlandt  ;  also  a  curious  clock,  the  carvings  of  which  represent  the  Queen  of  Sheba  going  to 
see  Solomon  ;  and  the  sleeve-buttons  of  the  same  ancestor,  in  cone-shaped  gold  with  a  pearl 
at  the  apex,  are  among  the  precious  antiquities  of  this  historical  mansion. 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 

1825-1835. 

PROGRESS    OF  THE  CITY. 

Preparations  for  Canal  Celebration  in  New  York  City.  —  Opening  of  the  Erie 
Canal.  —The  First  Canal- boats  reaching  the  Metropolis.  —  The  Aquatic  Dis- 
play.—The  Ceremony  of  uniting  the  Waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  Atlantic 
Ocean.  — Procession  in  the  City.  —  The  Illumination.  —  The  Ball.  — The  Med- 
als. —  Modern  New  York.  —  Mayor  Philip  Hone.  —  Founding  of  the  Mercantile 
Library.  —  The  New  York  Athen^um.  —  Literary  Men.  —  Early  Clubs  of  New 
York. — Pi,esidences  of  Prominent  New-Yorkers  in  1826.  —  Public  Buildings 
erected.  —  Death  of  Adams  and  Jefferson.  —  The  two  Great  New  York  Rivals. 
Clinton's  Re-election.  —  The  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  Home.  —  John  Watts.  — 
Albert  Gallatin.  —  Death  of  Clinton.  —  The  Apprentices'  Library.  —  Right 
Rev.  John  Hexry  Hobart.  —  Episcopal  Theological  Seminary.  —  University  of 
the  City  of  New  York.  —  Washington  Square.  — The  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary.—  Institution  for  the  Blind.  —  First  Horse-railroad  in  the  City. — 
Steam  Locomotives.  —  Return  of  Washington  Irving  from  Europe.  — Riots  and 
Disturbances.  — The  Great  Fhie  of  1835. 

THE  Erie  Canal  was  completed  on  the  26th  of  October,  1825.     Thus 
the  longest  canal  in  the  world  had  been  constructed  within  a  period 
of  eio-ht  and  one  third  years.     The  manual  labor  had  not  ceased 

1825 

for  a  day  since  July  4,  1817. 
A  celebration  of  the  great  event  was  proposed,  to  be  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  corporation  on  a  scale  worthy  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  city.  William  Paulding  was  then  mayor,  and  Eichard 
Ptiker  recorder.  The  members  of  the  common  council  were  nearly 
all  detailed  on  important  committees.  The  merchants  and  citizens  met 
and  resolved  to  co-operate  ;  William  Bayard  presided  over  the  meeting, 
John  Pintard  was  the  secretary,  and  William  Walton  Woolsey  offered 
the  resolutions ;  a  committee  was  appointed,  including  Bayard,  Pintard, 
and  Woolsey,  also  ex-Mayor  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  George  Griswold, 
John  Eathbone,  Silas  Eichard,  Mordecai  M.  Noah,  Joseph  G.  Swift,  and 
Campbell  P.  White,  to  secure  a  full  expression  of  public  feeling.  While 
the  various  societies  were  perfecting  arrangements,  a  committee,  consist- 
ing  of  General  Jacob  Morton,  John  Pintard,  and  Thomas  E.  Mercein 
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OPENING    OF   THE   ERIE   CANAL.  GiJ? 

repaired  to  Albany  to  concert  upon  measures  which  should  give  uniform- 
ity and  effect  to  the  jubilee  through  the  State.  From  the  common  council, 
Elisha  W.  King  and  William  A.  Davis  journeyed  to  Buffalo  to  extend 
the  hospitalities  of  New  York  City  to  the  committees  along  the  whole 
line  of  the  canal ;  Henry  I.  Wyckoff  and  Philip  Hone  were  sent  to  meet 
King  and  Davis  with  the  city's  guests  as  they  should  enter  the  Hudson 
at  Albany,  and  provide  facilities  for  their  passage  down  the  river.  Samuel 
Cowdrey,  John  Webb,  Josiah  Hedden,  and  John  Agnew  comprised  an- 
other committee  from  the  corporation  to  receive  the  party  from  the  lakes 
upon  its  arrival  in  the  New  York  City  waters. 

The  entire  State  of  New  York  was  in  commotion.  For  several  days 
prior  to  the  4th  of  November,  the  day  fixed  for  the  grand  consummation 
of  the  union  of  waters,  strangers  from  every  quarter,  and  from  the  South- 
ern and  the  New  England  States,  were  crowding  into  New  York  City  to 
witness  the  ceremonies.  Buffalo  was  intensely  excited  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th  of  October.  At  ten  o'clock  precisely  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  were  admitted  into  the  canal,  and  the  news  was  transmitted 
to  New  York  City  in  an  hour  and  thirty  minutes,  by  the  discharge  of 
cannon  posted  along  the  route  at  intervals ;  New  York  replied  in  the 
same  manner,  the  sound  occupying  a  similar  length  of  time  in  passing 
through  the  air  to  Buffalo.  The  canal-boat  Seneca  Chief  led  off  in  fine 
style,  drawn  by  four  gray  horses  fancifully  caparisoned.  Governor  Clin- 
ton, Lieutenant-Governor  James  Tallmadge,  Stephen  Van  Eeusselaer, 
tlie  patroon.  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Colonel  William  L.  Stone,  the  delegation  from  New  York  City, 
and  numerous  invited  guests  formed  the  traveling  party.  One  of  the 
canal  boats,  NoaKs  Ark,  was  a  novelty.  Its  cargo  was  like  that  of  its 
namesake  of  old,  having  on  board  two  eagles,  a  bear,  two  fawns,  and  a  vari- 
ety of  other  "  birds,  beasts,  and  creeping  things,"  with  two  Indian  boys  in 
the  dress  of  their  nation  —  all  products  of  the  great  uncivilized  West. 
Each  boat  was  gorgeously  decorated.  Along  the  entire  route  to  Albany, 
day  and  night,  the  inhabitants  were  assembled  to  greet  the  travelers. 
As  the  flotilla  crossed  the  Genesee  River  at  Rochester,  by  a  stone  aque- 
duct of  nine  arches,  each  of  fifty  feet  span,  it  was  hailed  from  a  little  boat 
stationed  ostensibly  "  to  protect  the  entrance  "  with,  "  Who  comes  there  ? " 
"  Your  brothers  from  the  West  on  the  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes,"  was  the 
quick  reply.  "By  what  means  have  they  been  diverted  so  far  from  their 
natural  course  ?"  continued  the  questioner.  "Through  the  channel  of  the 
Grand  Erie  Canal.''  "  By  whose  authority,  and  by  whom,  was  a  work  of 
such  magnitude  accomplished  ?  "  was  asked.  "  By  the  authority  and  by 
the  enterprise  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  cried  a  chorus  of 
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voices  from  the  Seneca  Chief ;  and  the  pert  little  craft  gave  way,  and  the 
boats  proudly  entered  the  spacious  basin  at  the  end  of  the  aqueduct, 
welcomed  with  a  salute  of  artillery,  and  the  most  uproarious  applause, 
the  committees  standing  under  an  arch  surmounted  by  an  eagle,  and  an 
immense  concourse  of  people  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach 
on  every  side.  At  Utica,  arriving  late  on  Sunday  morning,  a  deputation 
from  the  town  waited  upon  the  governor  and  his  party  and  conducted 
them  to  church  in  the  afternoon.  Albany  outdid  herself.  The  whole 
city,  apparently,  multiplied  by  Vermont  and  the  towns  to  the 
'  north  even  into  Canada,  came  out  in  procession  to  escort  the 
victorious  projectors  of  the  canal  to  the  capital,  where  exercises  of 
the  most  inspiriting  character  were  opened  and  closed  with  prayer. 
Philip  Hone,  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  an  elegant  con- 
gratulatory address,  and  invited  the  corporation  of  Albany  to  accom- 
pany the  party  down  the  Hudson  and  accept  the  hospitalities  of  the 
metropolis.  The  Albany  celebration  terminated  with  a  grand  public  din- 
ner and  illumination,  and  a  canal  scene  exhibited  at  the  theater,  in  which 

locks,  canal-boats,  and  horses  actually  moving,  with  their  various 
Nov.  2.  '  '  -,    .       ■,  •,     •     ■,  1 

appurtenances,  were  represented  m  the  most  admirable  manner. 

A  fleet  of  all  the  steam- vessels  on  the  Hudson  towed  the  canal-boats  from 

Albany  to  New  York,  the  flag-ship  Chancellor  Livingston  having  in  charge 

the  elegant  Seneca  Chief. 

The  sun  rose  in  a  clear  sky  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November, 
and  New  York  City  was  awakened  at  its  rising  by  the  ringing  of 
'  bells,  martial  music,  and  the  thunder  of  cannon.  The  fleet  with  its 
illustrious  passengers  had  arrived.  The  committee  of  reception  from  the 
common  council  went  out  upon  the  Washington  to  meet  the  guests ;  this 
new  and  handsome  steamboat  bore  the  banner  of  the  corporation,  and 
when  within  hailing  distance  of  the  Seneca  Chief,  inquired  where  she  was 
from  and  what  was  her  destination.  The  reply  came  ringing  over  the 
waters,  "  From  Lake  Erie,  and  bound  for  Sandy  Hook."  A  few  moments 
later  the  gentlemen  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  governor,  and  Alderman 
Cowdrey  performed  his  duty  in  a  graceful  and  appropriate  speech  of 
welcome. 

The  aquatic  procession,  comprising  twenty-nine  steam-vessels,  besides 
ships,  schooners,  barges,  canal-boats,  and  other  craft,  moved  towards  the 
ocean  at  nine  o'clock.  The  Washington  took  the  lead,  bearing  the  mayor 
and  corporation  of  New  York,  the  clergy,  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
army  and  navy  officers,  foreign  magnates,  and  other  distinguished  guests. 
The  ship  Hamlet,  dressed  for  the  occasion  with  the  flags  of  all  nations, 
and  crowded  with  marine  and  nautical  societies,  was  taken  in  tow  by  the 
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Oliver  Ellsworth.  The  safety  barges  Lady  Clinton  and  Lady  Van  Rens- 
selaer were  attached  to  the  steamboat  CoriDiierce,  and  crowded  with  ladies 
in  elegant  costumes.  The  former,  graced  by  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Clinton, 
was  superbly  decorated  from  stem  to  stern  with  evergreens  hung  in  fes- 
toons, and  intertwined  with  bright-colored  flowers.  The  British  armed 
vessels  in  the  harbor  saluted  and  cheered  the  squadron,  which  immedi- 
ately passed  round  them  in  a  circle,  the  bands  playing  "  God  save  the 
King,"  in  courteous  response  to  "  Yankee  Doodle  "  from  the  British  musi- 
cians. The  military  and  the  forts  saluted  the  vessels  as  they  passed. 
The  pageant  was  the  most  magnificent  which  America,  and  perhaps  the 
world,  had  ever  beheld.  It  was  like  a  bewildering  fairy  scene.  On 
reaching  the  ocean  a  national  schooner,  sent  down  the  night  before  for 
the  purpose,  appeared  as  a  "  deputation  from  Neptune,"  to  know  who  the 
visitors  were,  and  the  object  of  their  coming.  The  whole  fleet  then 
formed  a  circle  of  about  three  miles  in  circumference. 

The  Seneca  Chief  bore  two  elegant  kegs  filled  with  Lake  Erie  w^ater, 
painted  green  with  gilded  hoops,  and  adorned  with  devices  and  inscrip- 
tions. Clinton  lifted  one  of  these  kegs  high  in  the  air  and  in  full  view 
of  the  assembled  multitude  poured  its 
contents  into  the  briny  ocean,  saying 
"  This  solemnity,  at  this  place,  on  the 
first  arrival  of  vessels  from  Lake  Eiie, 
is  intended  to  indicate  and  commemo- 
rate the  navigable  communication  \\  hich 
has  been  accomplished  between  oui  j 
mediterranean  seas  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  in  about  eight  years,  to  the  e\-  \ 
tent  of  more  than  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  miles,  by  the  wisdom,  pub- 
lic spirit,  and  energy  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  New  York ;  and  may  the 
God  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth  smile 
most  propitiously  on  this  work,  and 
render  it  subservient  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  human  race."  The  keg,  pre- 
served as  a  precious  memento  of  the 
interesting  ceremony,  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  From  the  original  the 
accompanying  sketch  has  been  made  for  this  work.  Dr.  Mitchill,  follow- 
ing Clinton,  proceeded  to  pour  the  contents  of  a  number  of  bottles,  con- 
taining water  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  into  the  sea,  as  emblematical 


Keg  from  which  Clinton  poured  the  water  of 
Lake  Erie  into  the  Atlantic. 

fFrom  the  original  in  posbcbbion  of  the  N'eiv  York 
Historical  Society.] 
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of  our  commercial  intercourse  with  all  the  nations  of  earth,  and  made  a 
learned  and  remarkable  address.  Ex-Mayor  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  ap- 
pointed to  write  a  memoir  on  the  subject  of  canals  and  inland  navigation 
in  general,  presented  his  manuscript  to  Mayor  Paulding,  thus  concluding 
the  public  ceremonies  of  the  day  upon  the  billows. 

The  fleet  returned  to  the  city  in  the  same  order  as  it  went  out  to  the 
sea,  and  while  passing  the  Narrows  amid  the  roar  of  artillery,  the  passen- 
gers on  board  the  different  boats  were  summoned  to  elegant  collations. 
The  corporation  of  New  York  prepared  and  sent  to  Buffalo  by  the  Seneca 
Chief  a  superb  keg  containing  "  water  of  the  Atlantic  " ;  it  bore  the  arms 
of  the  city  painted  in  brilliant  colors,  over  which  were  the  words,  in 
letters  of  gold,  "  Neptune's  return  to  Pan." 

Medals  of  very  beautiful  design  and  workmanship  were  given  to  all 
the  invited  guests  of  the  corporation,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Upon 
one  side  Pan  and  Neptune  were  in  loving  embrace  with  the  cornucopia, 
showing  the  fruits  of  the  land  and  sea,  and  the  motto — "Union  of  Erie 
with  the  Atlantic."  The  reverse  showed  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
State  —  the  sole  agent  in  the  great  work  —  and  a  section  of  the  canal 
representing  its  locks  and  aqueducts,  with  a  view  of  the  harbor  and 
city  of  New  York ;  also  the  words,  "  Erie  Canal,  commenced  4th  of 
July,  1817,  completed  26th  October,  1825.  Presented  by  the  city  of  New 
York."  Fifty-one  gold  medals  were  struck  and  sent  to  the  different 
crowned  heads  of  the  world  and  eminent  men.  Several  hundred  were  of 
silver,  but  the  larger  number  were  of  white  metal.  The  gold  medals  were 
inclosed  in  elegant  square  red  morocco  cases ;  the  silver,  in  boxes  made 
from  logs  of  cedar  brought  from  an  island  in  Lake  Erie.  Ptecorder  Pdker, 
John  Agnew,  Thomas  Bolton,  and  William  A.  Davis  were  the  committee 
who  presented  with  appropriate  letters  the  higher  testimonials.  The 
aged  John  Adams  wrote,  in  acceptance  :  "  I  rejoice  that  the  city  of  New 
York  has  taken  the  lead  in  striking  medals  on  important  events.  The 
Hollanders  have  a  history  of  their  country  engraved  on  gold  and  silver 
medals,  the  most  permanent  history  of  any.  The  great  canal  in  New 
York  is  the  pride  and  wonder  of  the  age,  and  deserves  to  be  commem- 
orated by  every  effort  of  art."  Thomas  Jefferson  said :  "  This  great  work 
will  immortalize  the  authorities  of  New  York,  and  bless  their  descendants 
with  wealth  and  prosperity  " ;  and  from  President  John  Quincy  Adams 
came  the  golden  words  :  "  The  event  is  among  those  most  worthy  of 
commemoration  in  the  progress  of  human  affairs ;  an  event  equally  credit- 
able to  the  enterprise  and  perseverance  of  New  York,  by  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which,  in  honoring  themselves,  they  have  reflected  honor  upon  the 
age  and  country  to  which  they  belong." 
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The  marvelous  order  attending  the  magical  movements  of  the  fleet  was 
the  source  of  unceasing  delight  to  the  spectators  upon  the  shores.  Steam- 
boats, canal-boats,  pilot- boats,  ships,  and  barges  were  thrown  at  pleasure 
into  squadron  or  line,  into  curves  or  circles,  by  pre-arranged  signals. 
Eeaching  the  Battery  about  half  past  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  corpora- 
tion and  guests  were  received  by  an  immense  procession  five  miles  long, 
which  had  been  parading  the  streets  since  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  the  City  Hall.  The  procession  was  fashioned  after 
the  great  Federal  pageant  of  1788,  embracing  all  the  various  societies 
and  industries  of  the  city  —  including  fifty-nine  different  bodies  of  men. 
Bands  of  music  were  in  scarlet  and  gold,  and  enormous  cars  or  stages  were 
fitted  up  in  the  most  ingenious  and  unique  manner.  Four  beautiful  gray 
horses  drew  the  tin-plate  workers'  and  coppersmiths'  car,  bearing  the  five 
double  locks  at  Lockport,  represented  in  copper,  with  boats  ascending 
and  descending  through  the  locks  continually  as  the  procession  moved ; 
twenty-four  tin  stars  on  each  side  of  the  locks  represented  the  States  of 
the  Union.  One  of  the  fire-engines  was  mounted  on  an  elegantly  car- 
peted car  drawn  by  four  handsome  horses  led  by  four  colored  grooms 
dressed  in  Turkish  costume,  the  American  flag  floating  from  the  smoke- 
pipe  of  the  engine  as  a  flag-staff.  Following  the  printers  and  booksellers 
were  the  students  from  the  various  educational  institutions ;  Columbia 
College  appeared  one  hundred  strong,  the  young  men  as  well  as  the  pro- 
fessors in  their  collegial  robes ;  they  bore  a  banner  with  an  allegorical 
representation  of  the  meeting  of  the  waters  of  the  lake  and  ocean.  Deco- 
rations and  banners  through  the  procession  were  of  the  greatest  beauty 
and  significance,  and  the  image  of  Clinton  was  borne  aloft,  as  was  that  of 
Hamilton  in  the  rejoicings  over  the  newly  formed  Constitution. 

The  festivities  of  this  memorable  day  were  concluded  in  the  evening 
by  an  illumination  of  the  city,  together  with  one  of  the  most  novel  pyro- 
technic displays  ever  witnessed  on  this  continent.  The  City  Hall  was 
the  center  of  attraction.  It  was  lighted  by  upwards  of  two  thousand 
lamps  and  wax-candles ;  thus  fire-works  must  necessarily  be  prepared  to 
eclipse  their  brilliancy  —  and  never  was  success  more  complete. 

The  arrangement  was  such  that  the  fiery  spectacle  seemed  to  emanate 
from  the  roof ;  fifteen  hundred  fire-balls,  with  innumerable  rockets,  were 
sent  into  the  air  like  some  great  volcanic  eruption,  and  the  rays,  diverg- 
ing from  a  common  center,  crossed  and  intersected  each  other  at  different 
angles,  forming  portions  of  concentric  circles  ;  the  effect  of  the  combina- 
tion was  singularly  magnificent  —  sparks  formed  themselves  into  willows, 
adorned  with  countless  stars,  then  into  poplars,  and  other  distinct  shapes, 
accompanied  with  showers  of  gold  and  silver  rain. 


(02 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW   YORK. 


V\\^'S^'f^V/7o^V 


The  committees  from  the  West  were  entertained  the  next  day  at  a 
sumptuous  dinner  served  in  their  honor  on  board  the  Chancellor  Livings- 
ton. The  most  generous  hospitalities  were  extended  to  them  in  other 
directions,  and  they  were  shown  all  the  institutions  of  the  city.     Tickets 

for  a  grand  canal  cele- 
bration ball  had  been 
issued  by  the  militia 
ofticers  and  citizens, 
headed  by  a  pictorial 
view  of  a  canal,  with 
locks,  and  boats  towed 
byhorses,andaglimpse 
of  the  ocean  with  a 
light-house  upon  a  dis- 
tant point  of  land  — 
as  reproduced  in  the 
accompanying  sketch. 
This  fete  took  place 
Design  upon  Ball  Ticket.  on    Monday,  the    Ttll, 

in  the  Lafayette  amphitheater,  the  largest  room  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States.  It  was  instituted  on  a  grand  scale.  Some  three 
thousand  persons  were  present,  including  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Clinton.  At  one  end  of  the  dancing-hall  was  hung  an  immense  mirror 
consisting  of  thirty  pier-glasses  without  frames,  accurately  fitted,  together ; 
at  precisely  twelve  o'clock  drapery  was  lifted  from  the  other  end,  dis- 
closing a  supper-table  covered  with  a  profusion  of  delicacies,  in  tlie 
middle  of  which  a  miniature  canal-boat  made  of  maple  sugar  floated 
fancifully  in  a  large  vase. 

"  We  met  the  world  and  his  wife  ;  military  heroes,  noble  statesmen, 
artificial  and  natural  characters,  the- audacious,  the  clownish,  the  polished 
and  refined,"  wrote  one  of  the  young  lady  participants  upon  returning 
home  from  the  ball  at  a  late  hour ;  "  but  we  were  squeezed  to  death,  are 
sleepy,  and  heartily  tired." 

The  common  council  of  the  city  bestowed  unqualified  praise  upon 
General  Augustus  Fleming  and  Charles  Ehind  for  their  admirable  man- 
agement of  the  processions  upon  land  and  water,  the  festival,  as  a  whole, 
having  transcended  all  anticipations.^  Ehind  publicly  expressed  his 
acknowledgments  to  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  the  officers  of  the  navy, 

^  The  members  of  the  common  council  in  1825  were,  Henry  I.  Wyckoff,  Elisha  W.  King, 
"William  H.  Ireland,  Samuel  Cowdrey,  John  Webb,  Asa  Mann,  Matthew  Eeed,  Jacob  B. 
Taylor,  William  A.  Davis,  Gideon  Ostrander,  Thomas  Bolton,  Samuel  St.  John,  Philip  Hone, 
John  Agnew,  William  Burtsell,  Josiah  Hedden,  Jameson  Cox,  Daniel  E.  Dunsconib,  Effing- 
ham Schieffelin,  William  P.  Eathbone. 
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for  efficient  service  rendered  in  the  conduct  of  the  fleet.  Dr.  Alexander 
Coventry,  of  Utica,  wrote  to  Mayor  Paulding  in  behalf  of  the 
committees  from  the  West,  saying :  "  The  Erie  Canal  insures  to  ^'"''  ^^' 
us  a  reward  for  industry,  to  our  posterity  an  antidote  for  idleness  —  nor 
is  it  the  least  valuable  of  our  acquired  privileges,  to  have  in  the  future 
our  prosperity  closely  identified  with  that  of  the  city  ;  our  connection 
with  which  has  always  been  our  proudest  boast."  He  also  said :  "  A  visit 
to  your  admirably  conducted  philanthropic  institutions  filled  us  with  ad- 
miration. We  have  seen  your  delinquents,  as  it  were,  snatched  from 
perdition  and  restored  to  a  society,  to  which,  instead  of  being  a  curse, 
they  may  yet  become  valuable  members.  We  are  now  fully  convinced 
that  the  judicious  philanthropist  may  convert  a  dense  population  (too 
often  only  the  sinks  of  depravity)  into  the  chosen  abode  of  science,  in- 
dustry, and  virtue."  In  allusion  to  the  canal,  General  Morton  said, 
"  While  the  statesman  views  with  pride  the  sources  of  wealth  which  will 
be  opened,  and  the  interesting  ties  of  common  interest  with  which  the 
citizens  of  other  States  will  be  connected  with  us,  thereby  enhancing  our 
political  importance,  the  philanthropist  and  the  retired  citizen  will  con- 
template with  delight  the  effects  which  this  great  work  will  produce  in 
the  abodes  of  domestic  comfort  and  social  refinement."  Philip  Hone  ex- 
pressed the  feeling  of  New  York  in  saying,  "  That  this  great  work  should 
have  been  accomplished  through  the  enterprise  and  resources  of  a  single 
State,  is  the  best  basis  for  our  future  glory."  It  was  not  forgotten  at  this 
exciting  moment  that  eighteen  years  only  had  elapsed  since  the  first  suc- 
cessful experiments  in  steam  navigation ;  and  one  of  the  most  significant 
toasts  (given  standing)  by  the  corporation,  as  the  twenty-nine  steamboats 
were  returning  from  the  ocean  on  the  day  of  the  jubilee,  was  —  "  The 
memory  of  Eobert  Fulton,  whose  mighty  genius  has  enabled  us  to  com- 
memorate this  day  in  a  style  of  unparalleled  magnificence  and  grandeur." 
At  this  epoch  the  history  of  modern  New  York  properly  begins.  The 
prediction  that  new  combinations  favorable  to  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  a  great  community  would  take  their  rise  from  the  magnificent  work 
just  accomplished  was  speedily  fulfilled.  The  impetus  given  to  business 
of  every  description  and  the  increase  of  commerce  and  of  wealth  exceeded 
all  expectations.  The  rapid  building  up  of  towns  and  villages  in  the  great 
grain-growing  valleys  of  the  West  was  only  equalled  by  the  surface  ex- 
tension of  New  York  City  northward,  and  its  marvelous  development  in 
altitude.  The  daring  schemes  of  architects,  who  literally  built  castles  in 
the  air  where  the  land  was  costly,  excited  less  and  less  wonder  as  the  years 
rolled  on.  From  three  and  four  stories  business  edifices  soon  sprung  to 
seven  and  eight,  and  then,  after  a  short  pause,  to  twelve  and  fourteen. 
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Philip  Hone   was  the  mayor-elect  of  1826.     On  the  16th  of  January- 
he  was  conducted  to  the  council  chamber  of  the  City  Hall  by 

1836.  "^  -^ 

Effingham  Schieffelin,  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  and  John  Yates 
Cebra,  the  committee  detailed  for  that  duty,  and  introduced  to  ex-Mayor 
Paulding,  who  administered  the  oath  of  office,  and  after  delivering  a 

short  speech  retired.  The 
new  mayor  was  a  noble 
specimen  of  the  New 
York  merchant  at  this 
period  of  progress.  He 
was  forty-five  years  old, 
of  elegant  personal  ap- 
pearance, gentlemanly  ad- 
dress, studious  habits, 
sterling  integrity,  sound 
sense,  and  irresistible 
social  attractions.  He  had 
already  been  associated 
with  the  most  eminent 
men  of  his  time  in  found- 
ing important  and  useful 
institutions,  and  held  va- 
rious offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  was 
devoted  to  the  rising  for- 
tunes of  the  city,  being  a 


Portrait  of  Mayor  Philip  Hone. 


genuine  New-Yorker  by  birth,  feeling,  principle,  and  ambition ;  and  evi- 
dences of  his  good  taste  and  public  spirit  soon  appeared  in  number- 
less directions.  It  was  the  era  of  ornamentation,  and  he  gave  prompt 
attention  to  every  change  suggested,  from  the  widening  of  an  avenue  to 
the  elaboration  of  a  church  portico.  He  is  justly  classed  among  the  most 
competent  and  useful  mayors  New  York  ever  produced. 

]\Iayor  Hone  was  one  of  the  enlightened  founders  of  the  Mercantile 
Library,  which  at  the  time  of  his  induction  into  the  mayor's  office  had 
just  passed  its  fifth  birthday,  with  a  collection  of  twenty-two  hundred 
volumes.  The  first  movement  of  the  merchants  towards  founding  a  read- 
ing-room for  their  clerks  was  on  the  9th  of  November,  1820.  The  germ 
of  the  present  valuable  library  was  opened  with  seven  hundred  volumes 
in  the  winter  of  1821.  For  a  long  time  its  benefactors  were  obliged  to 
contend  against  the  bitter  hostility  of  a  class  of  merchants  who  feared  the 
books  would  engross  too  much  attention  from  their  employees.     But  in 
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1823  the  association  was  incorporated  under  the  general  law  of  1796, 
and  received  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  gift  of  two  hundred 
dollars.  When  its  membership  had  reached  four  hundred,  and  its  useful- 
ness was  every  day  becoming  more  apparent  (in  the  spring  of  1826),  it 
was  removed  from  its  limited  accommodations  in  Fulton  Street  to  more 
spacious  apartments  in  Cliff  Street;  the  following  year  lectures  were 
commenced,  and  it  was  resolved  to  raise  money  and  erect  a  building.  De 
Witt  Clinton  presented  the  first  book  to  the  library  —  a  History  of  Eng- 
land —  hence  the  structure  when  completed  on  the  corner  of  Beekmau 
and  Nassau  Streets,  in  1830,  was  named  Clinton  Hall  in  his  honor.  It 
was  dedicated  to  literature  and  science  in  November  of  that  year,  with 
twelve  hundred  members  and  six  thousand  well-chosen  volumes.  Co- 
lumbia College  granted  to  the  association  perpetually  two  free  scholarships. 
Courses  of  lectures  were  established,  classes  were  formed  for  the  study  of 
French,  German,  and  Spanish  languages,  chemistry,  drawing,  and  penman- 
ship. In  1850  the  institution  had  advanced  in  wealth  and  power  for 
good  to  such  a  degree  that  it  looked  for  a  new  home.  Its  circulation  had 
reached  one  hundred  thousand  volumes.  Clinton  Hall  was  sold  to  the 
Nassau  Bank  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Astor  Place 
Opera  House  purchased  and  remodeled  for  the  use  of  the  library  at  a  cost 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  opened  April  19, 
1854,  with  interesting  ceremonies,  and  addresses  from  Horatio  Seymour, 
then  governor  of  the  State,  John  Eomeyn  Broadhead,  the  eminent  histo- 
rian, and  Charles  King,  the  president  of  Columbia  College  from  1849  to 
1864.  The  Mercantile  Library  now  holds  the  fourth  place  among  Amer- 
ican public  libraries  as  to  the  number  of  volumes  upon  its  shelves,  which 
are,  in  1880,  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand. 

The  New  York  Athenaeum,  founded  in  1824,  was  largely  indebted  to 
Mayor  Hone  for  its  early  prosperity  ;  its  object  was  to  furnish  opportunity 
for  the  highest  culture,  and  to  advance  science,  art,  and  literature.  It 
consisted  of  resident  and  honorary  members,  the  former  either  associates, 
patrons,  governors,  or  subscribers  ;  the  funds  were  to  be  derived  from  the 
contributions  of  these  four  classes,  two  hundred  dollars  constitut- 
ing a  patron,  one  hundred  dollars  a  governor,  and  lesser  sums 
associates  and  subscribers.  Its  library  was  to  comprise,  when  complete, 
all  the  standard  elementary  works  of  science  and  literature  of  every 
age  and  nation.  Monthly  lectures  were  open  to  both  ladies  and  gentle- 
men. The  scheme  for  the  year  1826  ran  thus:  "Eoman  Literature, 
Professor  Charles  Anthon ;  ^   Phrenology,  Dr.  Charles  King ;  Taste  and 

1  Professor  Charles  Anthon,  born  in  New  York  City  in  1797,  was  a  classical  scholar  of 
great  celebrity.     He  was  the  fourth  of  six  sons  of  Dr.  George  C.  Authon,  a  German  by  birth, 
VOL.  II.  45 
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Beauty,  Professor  John  McVickar ;  the  Eevival  of  Classical  Literatnre, 
Mr.  Kichard  Eay ;  Chemistry,  Professor  James  Ptenwick ;  Commerce, 
Mr.  John  Hone,  Jr.  ;  Painting,  Professor  Samuel  Finley  Breese  Morse ; 
Political  Economy,  William  Beach  Lawrence ;  Poetry,  William  Cullen 
Bryant ;  Oriental  Literature,  Ptev.  Dr.  John  Frederick  Schroeder ;  Anni- 
versary Discourse,  Eev.  Dr.  James  M.  Mathews."  The  Athenaeum,  after 
performing  a  work  of  immense  value  in  the  growing  city,  was,  in  1838, 
merged  into  the  New  York  Society  Library. 

Bryant  had  already  laid  the  foundation  of  his  poetical  fame,  and 
entered  upon  his  journalistic  career  as  editor  of  the  Ncio  York  Bcview 
in  1825,  and  the  Neio  York  Evening  Post  in  1826.  James  Fenimore 
Cooper  was  in  the  noontide  of  his  renown  as  the  author  of  The  Sjrij. 
Gulian  Crommelin  Verplanck  had  risen  to  eminence  in  law,  letters,  the- 
ology, and  politics.  And  the  gifted  Kobert  Charles  Sands  was  wielding 
his  pen  continually  in  the  production  of  essays ;  from  1827,  until  his 
death  in  1832,  he  was  the  associate  editor  of  the  Nei.v  York  Co^nmercial 
Advertiser,  and  from  the  same  year  he  was,  with  Bryant  and  Verplanck, 
one  of  the  joint  authors  of  The  Talisman  —  an  excellent  specimen  of  fine 
writing  and  professional  execution,  but  discouraged  for  want  of  patronage 
—  to  which  he  contributed  one  of  his  longest  poems,  The  Dream  of  the 
Princess  Papantzin.  But  poetry  and  fiction  at  this  decade  were  more  or 
less  formal  in  their  art,  and  following  classic  models  afforded  meager 
scope  for  real  originality. 

Cooper  originated,  in  1824,  the  "  Bread  and  Cheese  Club,"  which  met 
fortnightly  at  Washington  Hall.  Its  membership  included  conspicuous 
professional  men,  scliolars,  and  statesmen,  of  whom  were  Professor  Een- 
wick,  William  A.  Duer,  Judge  John  Duer,  Fitz-Greene  Halleck,  Philip 
Hone,  James  DeKay  the  great  naturalist,  and  Verplanck,  Bryant,  Sands, 
and  Charles  King.  The  selection  of  members  for  nomination  rested  with 
Cooper  himself;  bread  and  cheese  were  the  ballots  used,  one  of  cheese 
who  attained  the  rank  of  surgeon-general  in  the  British  army,  serving  from  tlie  commence- 
ment of  the  French  War  until  the  final  surrender  of  Detroit  in  1784.  He  then  resigned  his 
commission  and  settled  in  New  York  City.  Charles  Anthon  studied  law,  but  in  1820,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three,  became  Professor  of  Languages  in  Columbia  College,  subsequently  becom- 
ing the  head  of  the  classical  department  of  that  institution,  and  producing  upwards  of  fifty 
volumes,  chiefly  editions  of  the  Latin  classics  and  aids  to  classical  study.  His  works  have 
been  republished  in  England  and  extensively  used  in  schools.  He  was  an  accurate  and 
thorough  scholar,  and  an  acute  and  ingenious  critic  of  the  ancient  languages.  His  elder 
brother,  John  Anthon,  LL.  D.  (born  1784,  died  1863),  practiced  law  with  great  assiduity  in 
New  York  City,  and  is  said  to  have  tried  more  causes  than  any  man  that  ever  lived.  {Drake. ) 
He  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Law  Institute,  of  which  he  was  president.  He  was 
the  author  of  many  legal  works  of  great  value.  Rev.  Henry  Anthon,  D.  D.  (born  1792,  died 
1861),  rector  of  St.  Mark's  Church,  was  also  a  brother  of  Charles.  It  was  a  remarkable 
family  of  men  of  intellect. 
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deciding  adversely  to  admittance.  The  meetings  were  often  swollen  to 
quite  a  formidable  assembly  by  members  of  Congress  and  distinguished 
strangers.  Daniel  Webster  was  a  frequent  guest,  and  William  Beach 
Lawrence,  Henry  E.  Storrs,  and  the  French. minister,  De  Neuville.  The 
"  Sketch  Club  "  was  originally  intended  as  an  artistic  fraternity,  but  it 
soon  widened,  welcoming  gentlemen  of  other  professions  if  interested  in 
art.  Its  meetings  were  held  at  the  members'  homes  during  the  winter. 
Among  its  founders  were  Bryant,  A^erplanck,  and  Sands.  Clubs  had 
long  been  one  of  the  features  of  New  York  life,  but  prior  to  1825  they 
were  small,  and  attained  no  special  publicity.  Nor  did  they  multiply 
rapidly  for  still  another  decade,  notwithstanding  New  York  is  now  the 
second  city  in  the  world  —  London  standing  first  —  in  the  number  and 
membership  of  its  clubs,  there  being  in  operation  within  the  city  limits 
upwards  of  one  hundred,  with  a  membership  in  the  aggregate  of  not  less 
than  fifty  thousand.^  The  Hone  Club  was  projected  by  Philip  Hone  in 
1836,  the  same  year  that  the  Union  Club  came  into  existence;  and  both 
were  constructed  upon  social  principles.  The  Union  represented  the 
old  families  —  the  Livingstons,  Van  Cortlandts,  Van  Eensselaers,  Schuy- 
lers,  Suydams,  Griswolds,  Stuyvesants,  and  others  of  similar  pedigree  — 
their  names  filling  up  the  list  of  membership  with  a  sort  of  aristocratic 
monotony  ;  the  Hone  was  circumscribed  in  numbers,  was  rarely  permitted 
to  include  more  than  twenty  members,  abjured  discussions  on  theological 
dogmas,  party  politics,  and  individual  personalities,  and  represented  the 
wealth  and  talent  of  another  element  of  the  ancient  quality  of  the  city. 
Moses  H.  Grinnell,  Simeon  Draper,  and  James  Watson  Webb,  the  editor 
of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  were  among  its  chosen  few  ;  and  Daniel 
Webster  and  William  H.  Seward  were  honorary  members.  At  every 
meeting  of  the  Hone  an  elegant  dinner  was  served.  "  A  Devonshire  duke 
might  have  been  astounded  at  the  amplitude  of  the  repasts  and  the  rich- 
ness and  style  of  the  entertainments,"  wrote  Dr.  Francis.  Philip  Hone 
was  one  of  the  committee  of  formation  of  the  Union;  thus  it  appears 
there  was  perfect  harmony  between  the  two  clubs.  Two  years  later  the 
Kent  Club  was  founded,  which  uniquely  represented  the  cream  and  tal- 
ent of  the  New  York  bar.  Its  membership  included  such  legal  lions 
as  Francis  B.  Cutting,  Peter  Augustus  Jay,  Charles  O'Coner,  and  Ogden 
Hoffman  —  the  latter  a  bald-headed,  dreamy-eyed  man,  whose  learning 
was  profound,  and  fervid  eloquence  historical ;  for  upwards  of  a  score  of 
years  he  was  employed  in  all  the  most  important  criminal  trials  of  the  city. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Union  Club.  He  was  a  brother 
of  Charles  Fenno  Hoffman,  associated  with  Charles  King  in  the  editorship 

1   I'hc  Clubs  of  New  York,  by  Francis  Gerry  Fairfield. 
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of  the  Ncio  York  American,  who  in  1832  founded  the  K^iicherhocker  Maga- 
zine, and  subsequently  edited  the  Neiv  York  Mirror.  The  brothers  were 
both  men  of  charming  social  qualities  and  chivalrous  personal  character. 
For  a  few  years  these  three  clubs  were  the  only  associations  of  the  sort 
that  thrived,  although  many  others  were  formed,  had  a  brief  existence, 
and  disappeared  from  public  view. 

During  the  mayoralty  of  Philip  Hone  his  residence  was  in  Broadway, 
opposite  City  Hall  Park.  It  was  a  deep,  roomy,  cheerful  dwelling,  with 
a  broad  entrance-hall,  wainscoted  walls,  high  old-fashioned  carved  side- 
boards, enormous  mirrors,  tall  silver  candlesticks,  the  finest  of  cut  glass, 
and  the  rarest  of  ancient  and  costly  porcelain.     It  was  adorned  with  many 


Residence  of  Mayor  Philip  Hone. 

[From  a  rare  old  print.] 

subjects  of  foreign  art  collected  in  Europe,  Hone  having  traveled  exten- 
sively, and  it  contained  a  well-chosen  and  costly  library.  His  entertain- 
ments were  princely.  He  took  special  delight  in  extending  hospitalities 
to  strangers  of  distinction,  and  could  always  summon  to  his  aid  the  genius, 
wit,  beauty,  and  fashion  of  the  metropolis.  Mrs.  Hone  was  a  lady  of 
many  gifts  and  graces.  Her  sister,  Miss  Dunscomb,  married  Robert 
Swartwout,  and  the  wedding-party  given  by  the  Hones  was  mentioned 
by  the  newspapers  as  brilliant  in  the  extreme.  The  accompanying  illus- 
tration of  the  Hone  mansion,  copied  from  an  old  print,  shows  the  Peabody 
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bookstore  adjoining,  tlie  edifice  evidently  occupied  as  a  dwelling-house 
excepting  the  one  apartment  devoted  to  bookselling ;  and  also  the  Ameri- 
can Hotel,  which  flourished  for  a  time.  The  block  below,  where  the 
Astor  House  now  stands,  was  occupied  with  the  residences  of  John  G. 
Coster,  David  Lydig,  and  John  Jacob  Astor. 

When  Astor  contemplated  building  the  Astor  House  in  1830,  Lydig 
removed  to  Laight  Street,  fronting  St.  John's  Park,  then  considered  the 
most  eligible  part  of  the  city.  Ex-Mayor  Paulding  dwelt  in  one  of  the 
finest  blocks  of  houses  in  that  vicinity,  known  as  Paulding's  Eow,  in  Jay 
Street,  corner  of  Greenwich,  and  subsequently  built  an  elegant  country- 
seat  at  Tarrytown.  Lydig  was  one  of  the  rich  merchants  of  that  genera- 
tion, large-hearted,  whole-souled,  refined  and  intelligent,  but  in  no  sense 
a  public  character,  although  liberal  in  aiding  measures  designed  to  benefit 
the  public.  His  business  morality  was  of  the  highest  order.  For  many 
years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  German  Society,  succeeding  Baron  Steuben 
and  David  Grim  as  president  of  the  same ;  and  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank.  He  married  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Peter  Mesier. 
Their  only  son,  Philip  Lydig,  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  John  Suy- 
dam,  of  the  famous  family  of  merchants  of  that  name.  David  Lydig 
purchased  the  old  Peter  De  Lancey  estate  on  the  Bronx  Eiver  in  West- 
chester, which  embraced  not  only  the  mills  built  by  De  Lancey  in  the 
early  part  of  the  previous  century,  but  a  large  number  of  surrounding  acres, 
including  the  quaint  old  family  mansion  with  its  historical  associations 
and  attractions.  It  was  the  birthplace  of  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Ealph  Izard 
and  of  Mrs.  John  Watts ;  and  from  this  picturesque  old  homestead  went 
out  a  brave  officer  to  fight  for  England's  monarch  against  his  own  coun- 
trymen. Lydig  made  it  his  summer  residence,  and  when  the  original  De 
Lancey  house  was  accidentally  burned,  built  a  commodious  cottage  upon 
a  knoll  overlooking  the  beautiful  river,  which  for  nearly  a  mile  meanders 
peacefully  through  the  grounds,  bordered  with  overhanging  trees,  pre- 
senting one  of  the  most  pleasing  rural  pictures  within  easy  distance  of 
New  York.  Summer-houses,  rustic  seats,  and  winding  pathways  of  the 
olden  time  remain.  But  the  great  city  has  actually  reached  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  Bronx,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  half-way  across  the  bridge 
—  disclosing  a  rate  of  progress  within  the  half-century  which  the  most 
sanguine  prophet  of  1826  would  have  declared  impossible.  After  the 
death  of  the  elder  Lydig  in  1842,  the  son  and  his  family  passed  their  sum- 
mers in  the  same  charming  retreat.  One  of  the  daughters  of  Philip  Lydig 
married  the  jurist  and  scholar,  Charles  P.  Daly,  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Geographical  Society,  and  another  daughter  married  Judge  Brady- 
John  Hone,  elder  brother  and  mercantile  partner  of  the  mayor,  lived 
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in  one  of  the  seven  houses  fronting  the  Bowling  Green  —  the  site  of  the 
ohl  fort,  and  Government  House  ;  and  Stephen  Whitney,  and  Sam- 
uel Ward,  brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Francis,  dwelt  in  the  same  row. 
Nathaniel  Prime's  city  residence  w^as  at  No  1.  Broadway,  and  John  Watts 
lived  in  the  stately  old  Watts  mansion  adjoining.  Fashion  had  pushed  its 
course  as  far  north  as  Bleecker  Street ;  several  handsome  houses  were 
already  standing  in  Waverley  Place,  and  neighborhood.  But  tlie  old 
residents  near  the  Battery  were  as  yet  undisturbed.  Myndert  A^an 
Schaick,  whose  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hone,  lived  in  Broadway, 
near  the  residence  of  Peter  Augustus  Jay,  above  Chambers  Street.  The 
Ptev.  Dr.  James  M.  Mathews,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  who  also 
married  a  daughter  of  John  Hone,  resided  in  Broad  Street ;  and  among 
his  innnediate  neighbors  were  Frederic  De  Peyster,  and  the  family  of 
Jacob  Sherred  who  gave  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Episcopal  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  New  York.  Bishop  Hobart,  the  great  head  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  lived  in  Vesey  Street ;  George  Griswold  in  Wall  Street ; 
Colonel  Nicholas  Fish  in  Stuyvesant  Street,  near  Third  Avenue  ;  and 
Archibald  Gracie  in  Bond  Street. 

Not  only  dwelling-houses  but  public  buildings  were  multiplying  in 
every  direction.  The  American  Museum  was  erected  in  Broadway,  over- 
looking the  Park,  in  1824.  The  Merchants'  Exchange  in  Wall  Street, 
commenced  in  1825,  was  finished  in  1827 ;  and  the  city  post-ofiice  was 
quartered  under  its  roof.  The  Masonic  Hall  in  Broadway,  near  Pearl 
Street,  was  one  of  the  enterprises  of  1826,  a  costly  Gothic  edifice,  con- 
taining one  apartment  ninety-five  feet  long,  forty-seven  feet  wide,  and 
twenty-five  feet  high,  finished  and  ornamented  in  the  same  style  as  the 
chapel  of  Henry  VIII.  It  was  intended  for  public  meetings,  concerts, 
and  balls.  The  third  story  of  the  edifice  was  arranged  in  a  luxurious 
manner  for  the  meetings  of  the  masonic  fraternity.  The  serious  blow 
given  to  the  masons  by  the  inhuman  murder  of  William  Morgan,  about 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  structure,  induced  a  change  of  natne, 
and  it  was  henceforth  called  Gothic  Hall.  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton 
was  a  mason,  holding  at  this  time  the  highest  masonic  office  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  ]\Iorgan  excitement  deprived  him  of  many  votes  when 
the  time  came  for  his  fourth  election  to  the  gubernatorial  chair. 

The  fiftieth  birthday  of  the  American  republic  was  celebrated  through- 
out the  country,  and  particularly  in   New  York,  where   tlie  re- 
"^   ■  raembrance   of  the    beginning   of  the  canal    on    that    auspicious 
anniversary,  eight  years  before,  was  still  vividly  impressed  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind.     On  that  day  died  tw^o  venerable  and  venerated  ex-Presidents 
of  the  nation,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson. 
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The  coincidence  seemed  almost  miraculous.  Both  Adams  and  Jeffer- 
son Avere  on  the  committee  in  the  Continental  Congress  to  prepare  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  both  signed  that  immortal  state  paper, 
both  represented  the  nation  in  Europe,  both  had  been  President  of  the 
new  nation,  and  both  died  on  the  anniversary  day,  one  half  a  century 
from  the  nation's  birth.  Public  meetings,  without  distinction  of  parties, 
were  held  and  eulogies  pronounced  in  every  part  of  the  land. 

The  administration  of  John  Quincy  Adams  met  with  fierce  opposition 
from  the  friends  of  the  disappointed  candidates,  owing  partly  to  the  dash- 
ing boldness  and  energy  of  Andrew  Jackson,  who  attracted  the  masses 
like  a  magnet.  Martin  Van  Buren  threw  his  whole  strength  into  the 
scale  to  prevent  the  re-election  of  Adams.  He  was  in  the  Senate.  Ed- 
ward Livingston,  the  confidential  friend  of  Jackson,  was  in  the  House,  a 
member  from  Louisiana,  and  united  his  influence  with  that  of  Van  Buren. 
In  New  York  the  heads  of  the  two  rival  parties,  divided  on  State  issues 
and  personal  questions,  were  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Governor  Clinton. 
Both  admired  Jackson.  Many  of  the  Clintonians,  however,  preferred 
Adams.  It  was  said  that  the  re-election  of  Clinton  to  the  governorship 
would  be  fatal  to  the  prospects  of  Adams.  Van  Buren  had  other  reasons 
for  wishing  to  defeat  Clinton.  Van  Bureu's  talents  had  already  achieved 
for  him  national  distinction,  and  he  had  no  rival  greater  than  Clinton  for 
advancement  in  the  national  government.  Van  Buren  was  frank  and 
courteous  in  manner,  but  concealed  his  thouglits ;  Clinton  was  reserved 
and  haughty  in  manner,  but  gave  free  utterance  to  his  thoughts.  Van 
Buren  studied  men,  Clinton  studied  books.  Both  were  New-Yorkers 
born  and  bred,  and  both  traced  their  ancestry  to  Holland  —  Clinton 
through  the  De  Witts. 

A  convention  at  Utica  on  the  6th  of  September,  1826,  of  which  Gen- 
eral Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  was  president,  nominated  Clinton  for  re-election. 
Van  Buren  and  his  party  quickly  found  an  opposing  candidate.  Edward 
Livingston  spent  the  recesses  of  Congress  in  New  York  ;  he  was  at  this 
juncture  the  head  of  the  Livingston  family,  housing  in  his  lieart  the 
old  Livingston  prejudice  against  the  Clintons,  and  his  influence  was  of 
moment.  When  the  time  came  for  voting  the  strife  was  very  bitter,  but 
the  Clintonians  won  the  victory.  In  the  election  of  Jackson,  which  soon 
followed,  the  term  "  Federalist "  disappeared  from  the  political  records. 
The  supporters  of  Jackson  adopted  the  name  of  Democrat,  and  the  Adams 
men  called  themselves  "  National  Eepublicans." 

In  1827,  on  the  2d  of  June,  John  George  Leake  died  at  his  residence 
in  Park  Eow,  opposite  City  Hall  Park.  He  was  a  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  large  wealth,  a  lawyer  by  profession  —  trained 
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in  the  office  of  James  Duane  —  and  his  most  intimate  and  cherished 
friend  was  the  philanthropist,  John  Watts.  Eobert  William  Leake  the 
brother  of  the  deceased,  married  the  sister  of  John  Watts ;  the  only 
issue  of  this  marriage  was  a  son  who  died  in  1793,  at  the  age  of 
eio-ht  years,  which  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  uncle,  who  intended  making 
him  his  sole  heir.  The  two  Leakes  were  sons  of  Eobert  Leake,  a  British 
officer  in  the  Braddock  expedition  of  1754,  who  settled  in  New  York  City 
and  accumulated  a  large  property.  John  George  Leake  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  last  of  his  race  in  this  country  ;  and  desiring  above  all 

things  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
his  family  name,  left  by  will  his 
entire  wealth  to  Robert,  the  son  of 
John  Watts,  upon  the  express  con- 
dition of  his  taking  the  name  of 
"  Leake,"  by  which  surname  he  and 
his  heirs  would  thereafter  be  forever 
called  and  known.  Anticipating 
the  possibility  of  refusal  to  accept 
as  aforesaid  on  the  part  of  Robert 
Watts,  Leake  defined  the  plan  of  an 
excellent  and  useful  charity  to  which 
his  estate  should  be  appropriated. 
The  executors  named  in  the  will 
were  John  Watts,  his  brother  Rob- 
ert Watts  (whose  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  Lord  Stirling),  Herman 
Le  Roy,  and  William  Bayard.  After  some  hesitation  young  Watts  com- 
plied with  the  conditions  of  the  will,  and,  empowered  by  the  legislature, 
assumed  the  name  of  Leake.  Scarcely  had  this  been  done  when  he 
sickened  and  died.  Thus  the  bereaved  father  of  the  heir  became  the  heir 
of  the  son,  and  the  inheritor  of  the  Leake  property.  He  took  measures 
at  once  to  execute  the  scheme  of  benevolence  suggested  by  Leake.  Des- 
titute orphans  had  always  awakened  his  interest  and  appealed  to  his 
sympathies.  The  Orphan  Asylum  founded  by  the  ladies  in  1806  was 
doing  a  great  work,  but  the  field  was  rapidly  widening.  New  York  w\as 
flooded  with  the  poverty  stricken  from  every  clime  and  nation.  Thus 
he  founded  the  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  Home,  incorporated  by  act  of 
the  legislature  in  1831.  The  corner-stone  of  a  fine  edifice  near  Hud- 
son River  and  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Street  was  laid  in  1838,  with 
interesting  ceremonies  conducted  by  the  clergy  of  the  city ;  it  was  com- 
pleted and  opened  for  the  admission  of  orphans  in  1843.     The  institution 


Hon.  John  Watts. 

Jorn  in  1749,  died  in  1836.] 
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has  proved  a  blessing  to  the  community,  and  is  one  of  the  enduring 
monuments  which  seem  to  pkce  us  in  palpable  connection  with  the 
heroic  founders  of  New  York.  John  Watts  was  the  last  recorder  of  the 
city  prior  to  the  Eevolution,  and  his  life  already  spanned  nearly  fourscore 
years.  His  father  was  the  eminent  Counselor  John  Watts,  and  his 
mother,  a  sister  of  the  brilliant  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey,  with  a 
maternal  ancestry  of  strong  characters  reaching  to  the  first  invasion  of 
the  water-bound,  forest-covered  island  of  Manhattan.  In  the  prime  of  his 
manhood  John  Watts  was  a  model  of  masculine  beauty.  Even  to  an 
advanced  age  he  was  distinguished  for  elegance  of  person  and  the  pol- 
ished manners  of  an  old-school  gentleman.  He  bore  himself  gracefully 
and  proudly  erect,  and  his  figure  on  horseback  was  the  admiration  of 
Broadway  up  to  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  decease  in  1836.  He  survived 
his  wdfe  and  children,  and  through  his  manifold  afflictions  grew  to  be  a 
reticent  if  not  a  taciturn  man;  but  his  heart  was  always  open  to  the 
calls  of  philanthropy.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  York  City 
Dispensary,  and  for  some  years  its  president.^ 

This  year  was  also  marked  by  the  sudden  death  of  Thomas  Addis 
Emmet,  in  the  court-room,  while  engaged  in  trying  an  important  case. 
He  came  to  New  York  in  1804,  establishing  himself  in  his  profession  just 
as  the  career  of  Alexander  Hamilton  terminated.  He  was  one 
of  the  finest  lawyers  Ireland  ever  produced.  The  proudest  seats  of  ^*^^' 
office  and  honor  seemed  none  too  high  for  his  capacity  and  aspirations. 
At  the  time  when  ancient  customs  and  institutions  were  toppling  through 
the  effects  of  the  French  Revolution  he,  in  connection  with  others  of 
high  rank,  determined  to  rid  Ireland  from  the  tyranny  of  Great  Britain. 
The  plan  was  discovered  and  the  leaders  imprisoned.  After  many  months 
they  were  allowed  to  negotiate  for  their  own  release,  and  permitted  to 
withdraw  from  Ireland. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  legislature  in  the  spring  resulting  in  a 
grant  of  five  thousand  dollars  from  the  State  to  the  New  York  Historical 
Society.  Frederic  De  Peyster,  then  a  rising  young  lawyer  —  president 
of  the  Society  in  1880  —  was  the  agent  to  present  the  subject,  and  found  a 
majority  of  the  legislators  at  Albany  hostile  to  appropriations  of  any  charac- 
ter. They  said  it  was  not  over  a  dozen  years  since  they  had  responded 
favorably  to  a  similar  call  through  the  influence  of  Governor  Clinton.     The 

1  John  Watts,  born  1749,  died  1836,  was  Speaker  of  the  New  York  Assembly  from  1791  to 
1794,  and  represented  New  York  in  the  Third  Congress.  He  was  a  munificent  donor  to  philan- 
tlirojnc  objects.  His  residence  was  No.  3  Broadway.  His  mother's  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt  and  Gertrude  Schuyler.  He  married  his  cousin,  Jane, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Golden  De  Lancey,  the  granddaughter  of  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Cadwallader  Golden,  of  colonial  New  York  memory.     See  Vol.  L  420,  502,  756,  757. 
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library  was  prospering,  having  reached  eiglit  thousand  volumes.  De 
Peyster  answered  every  objection,  and  succeeded  in  showing  the  impor- 
tance of  obtaining  and  preserving  documents,  fugitive  pamphlets,  perish- 
able papers,  and  of  publishing  the  historical  manuscript  of  the  elder 
William  Smith,  which  had  been  presented  by  his  son.  Governor  Clinton 
aided  De  Peyster  in  every  way  possible  ;  he  said,  in  reference  to  the  his- 
tory of  New  York,  "  Do  you  not  know,  gentlemen,  that  the  most  impor- 
tant is  the  worst  or  least  described  part  of  the  Union  ? " 

Albert  Gallatin,  returning  from  England,  where  he  had  been  sent  by 
President  Adams  the  year  before,  arrived  in  New  York  in  December,  and 
henceforward  made  the  city  his  permanent  residence,  devoting  himself  to 
science,  literature,  and  historical  and  ethnological  researches.  He  was 
sixty-six  years  of  age,  of  medium  height,  bald-headed,  with  features 
strongly  marked,  and  an  eye  of  piercing  brilliancy.  He  was  the  best 
talker  of  the  century,  with  a  wonderful  memory  for  facts  and  dates,  and 
his  intellectual  attractions  drew  about  him  a  circle  of  brilliant  men. 
"  There  was  a  small  company  of  us  in  the  habit  of  meeting  weekly  at 
each  other's  houses  for  a  social  evening,"  wrote  Eev.  Dr.  James  Mathews, 
"and  John  Quincy  Adams  usually  made  his  arrangements  to  be  with 
us  when  he  passed  through  the  city."  Governor  Clinton  was  one  of  the 
number,  as  occasion  permitted,  also  the  scholarly  Bishop  Hobart.  In  the 
early  part  of  January,  1828,  the  governor  assembled  a  few  friends 
to  dine  and  spend  the  evening  at  his  house,  among  whom  were 
Chancellor  Kent,  recently  chosen  president  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society,  Judge  Jonas  Yates,  Abraham  Van  Vetchen,  and  Stephen  Van 
Eensselaer,  the  patroon.  "  I  never  saw  Clinton  appear  to  more  advantage," 
wrote  Dr.  Mathews.  "  The  topics  introduced  and  the  guests  at  his  table 
were  calculated  to  draw  him  out.  A  first  glance  showed  that  he  was  no 
ordinary  man.  The  majestic  was  a  predominant  feature  of  his  mind  and 
body.  You  saw  it  in  his  figure,  in  his  manner,  in  his  countenance,  all 
indicating  him  as  the  right  man  to  be  governor  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
to  create  an  era  in  her  history  that  should  never  be  forgotten." 

It  was  but  a  few  days  ere  the  New  York  world  was  shocked  by  the 
intelligence  that  Governor  Clinton's  life  had  passed  away,  without 
'a  struggle,  while  sitting  in  his  library  chair  in  conversation  with 
his  sons,  and  without  a  moment's  warning.  The  air  was  filled  with  lam- 
entations. The  State  had  met  with  no  ordinary  loss.  Clinton  loved 
New  York  with  the  same  partiality  that  a  parent  loves  his  own  family, 
and  took  pride  in  its  advancement  in  wealth  and  greatness.  The  sorrow 
was  universal.  Imposing  demonstrations  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  with- 
out distinction  of  party,  revealed  the  popular  sense  of  the  magnitude  of 


SUDDEN  DEATH  OF  GOVERNOR   CLINTON.  715 

the  loss.  Merchants  and  farmers,  public  bodies  of  every  character,  scien- 
tific, religious,  and  charitable  institutions,  schools,  colleges,  tribunals  of 
justice,  and  the  legislative  councils,  united  in  tributes  of  respect.  The 
New  York  bar  passed  resolutions  offered  by  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  and 
seconded  by  the  eloquent  George  Griffin,  who  said :  "  It  is  a  bereaved 
world  that  mourns.  Nature  and  education  formed  Clinton  to  be  one  of 
the  master-spirits  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  The  Pericles  of  our 
commonwealth,  for  near  thirty  years  he  exercised,  without  stooping  to 
little  arts  of  popularity,  an  intellectual  dominion  in  his  native  State 
scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  the  illustrious  Athenian  —  a  dominion  as 
benignant  as  it  was  ejffective.  He  was  the  supporter  of  every  charitable 
and  religious  institution  —  the  encourager  of  every  science  and  every  art ; 
he  zealously  promoted  every  object  calculated  to  meliorate  the  moral  con- 
dition of  the  State,  and  labored  with  untiring  assiduity  to  irradiate  the 
general  mind  with  the  light  of  knowledge."  ^  Columbia  College  wore 
crape  for  thirty  days."  It  was  remembered  with  pride  that  Clinton  was 
the  first  student  admitted  to  the  college  under  the  new  order  of  things 
after  the  Eevolution,  and  that  he  had  delivered  the  latest  address.  May  3, 
1827,  before  the  Alumni,  sketching  the  rise,  progress,  and  present  condi- 
tion of  the  institution.^ 

1  George  Griffin,  eminent  lawyer  and  author,  born  1778,  died  May,  1860  (the  brother  of 
the  great  divine,Eev.  Edward  Dorr  Griffin,  president  of  Williams  College  from  1821  to  18-36), 
married  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  M'ho  commanded  the  defense  at  Wyoming  at 
the  time  of  the  massacre  in  1778.  His  son,  Eev.  Edward  Dorr  Griffin,  born  1804,  died  1830, 
graduated  from  Columbia  College  with  honors  in  1823,  and  was  subsequently  assistant  minis- 
ter of  Chirst's  Church  in  the  city. 

2  Governor  Clinton,  in  the  admirable  discourse  to  which  reference  is  made,  expressed  his  per- 
fect contempt  of  unworthy  prejudices  against  foreigners,  yet  remarked  :  "  Since  the  college  has 
been  under  professors  of  native  growth  it  has  experienced  its  present  fullness  of  prosperity. 
The  pi-esident  and  all  the  professors  of  the  college  are  now  indigenous  plants,  and  their  talents 
and  powers  of  instruction  are  felt  in  the  flourishing  state  of  the  institution.  Never  did  it 
stand  on  higher  ground,  and  never  were  its  prospects  more  brilliant."  He  adverted  to  the 
means  of  education  in  successful  operation  in  the  State  as  follows  :  "  We  have  four  colleges, 
containing  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  students  ;  thirty- three  incorporated  academies, 
containing  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  students  ;  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  common  schools,  in  which  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
one  persons  are  receiving  instruction  ;  and  the  pupils  in  private  institutions,  it  is  computed, 
will  swell  this  number  to  at  least  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand.  From  the  apex  to  the 
base  of  this  glorious  pyramid  of  intellectual  improvement  we  perceive  the  intimacy  of  con- 
nection, an  identity  of  interest,  a  unanimity  of  action  and  reaction,  a  system  of  reciprocated 
benefits,  that  cannot  but  fill  us  with  joy,  and  make  us  proud  of  our  country.  The  national 
school  society  of  Great  Britain  educates  but  three  hundred  thousand  children  annually  ;  no 
State' or  country  can  vie  with  our  common  school  establishment."  De  Witt  Clinton  was 
born  March  2,  1769,  died  February  11,  1828,  aged  fifty-nine.  He  was  twice  married  :  (1)  to 
Maria,  daughter  of  Walter  Franklin,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  of  whom  is  the  eminent 
Hon.  George  W.  Clinton  of  Buffalo  ;  (2)  to  Catharine,  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Jones. 
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The  cause  of  common  school  education,  the  commercial,  agricultural, 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  city  and  State,  and  the  political  su- 
premacy of  New  York  as  the  most  important  member  of  the  Union,  were 
all  identified  with  his  long  administration  of  affairs.  Even  the  small 
men,  and  those  who  had  thrown  stones,  contemplated  his  thirty  years' 
career  with  admiration  :  as  private  secretary  to  his  uncle,  George  Clinton, 
,  as  mayor  of  New  York  City,  as  United  States  senator.  State  ■  senator, 
canal  commissioner,  and  governor,  he  had  left  the  impress  of  his  intel- 
lectual ability  and  moral  greatness  on  all  the  leading  interests  of  the 
nation  as  well  as  the  State.  Few  names  more  illustrious  grace  the  his- 
tory of  any  age  or  country. 

The  lieutenant-governor,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  executive,  and  Peter  E.  Livingston  was  elected  president  of  the 
senate.  The  next  election  placed  Martin  Van  Buren  in  the  governor's 
chair,  and  Enos  T.  Throop  was  elected  lieutenant-governor.  Van  Buren 
was,  however,  soon  called  to  the  cabinet  of  President  Jackson. 

The  value  of  books  as  a  means  of  culture  had  long  been  recognized  in 
New  York.  Columbia  College  had  accumulated  a  fine  collection  of  choice 
works,  partly  by  judicious  purchases,  and  partly  through  donations.^  The 
New  York  Society  Library  was  the  rarest  and  richest  as  well  as  the  earliest 
loan  library  in  America.  It  contains,  in  1880,  about  seventy  thousand 
volumes,  comprising  a  great  number  out  of  print,  and  not  to  be  found  in 
modern  or  antiquarian  bookstores.  From  its  inception  down  to  the  present 
time  this  library  has  been  the  resort,  pre-eminently,  of  the  families  of 
wealth  and  social  position,  and  its  founders  and  early  members  are  still 
represented  by  their  descendants.  The  New  York  Hospital  Library  was 
established  in  1796,  the  governors  appropriating  five  hundred  dollars  to  the 
purchase  of  volumes,  and  the  medical  faculty  of  Columbia  College  con- 
tributed from  their  private  collections.  Among  the  additions  made  prior 
to  1830  was  the  botanical  library  of  Dr.  Hosack.  It  contains  about  ten 
thousand  volumes,  the  most  valuable  medical  library  of  its  size  in  the ' 
country.  We  have  seen  how  the  Mercantile  Library  and  the  Historical 
Society  Library  were  expanding.  In  1820  was  established  the  Appren- 
tices' Library,  by  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  for 
the  use  of  mechanics'  apprentices,  in  connection  with  a  school  for  the 
children  ot  unfortunate  mechanics.     In  1862  the  free  use  of  this  library 

1  The  largest  gifts  to  the  library  of  Columbia  College  have  been  the  law  libraries  of  William 
Samuel  Johnson,  third  president,  given  by  his  son,  and  of  Chief  Justice  John  Jay,  the  gift  of 
his  grandson,  John  Jay.  The  most  important  additions  by  purchase  have  been  the  libraries 
of  the  late  Nathaniel  F.  Moore  and  of  the  late  Lorenzo  Da  Ponte  ;  the  former  consisting  for 
the  most  part  of  elegant  and  valuable  editions  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  classics,  and  the 
latter,  an  extensive  collection  of  the  older  Italian  literature. 
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was  extended  to  working-women.  Some  idea  of  its  practical  worth  may- 
be elicited  from  the  fact  of  its  having  increased  in  size  and  circulation, 
until  at  the  present  time  the  volumes  number  sixty  thousand,  and  the 
total  circulation  has  reached  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 

The  Law  Institute  was  organized  in  1828,  with  Chancellor  Kent  its 
first  president.     The  nucleus  of  a  law  library  was  immediately  formed 
by  the  purchase  of  the  private  collection  of  Kobert  Tillotson.    Do- 
nations of  books  came  in  slowly,  but  the  library  became  a  success  ^*^^* 
in  the  highest  and  broadest  sense,  and  now  furnishes  the  bench  and  bar 
with  resources  of  incalculable  value.     It  contains  some  twenty-four  tliou- 
sand  volumes,  and  is  conceded  to  be  the  best  public  law  library  in  the 
country.     The  American  Institute  originated  during  the  same  year,  its 
purpose  being  to  encourage  and  promote  industry  throughout  the  Union 
by  the  bestowal  of  rewards  and  other  benefits  on  persons  excelling  in 
agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  arts.     It  was  incorporated 
in   1829,  and  the  first  annual  fair  was  held  in  the  new  Masonic 
Hall  in  Broadway.     A  library  was  founded,  which  in  1850  num- 
bered six  thousand  five  hundred  volumes] — and  since  then  has  nearly 
doubled.     It  is  strongest  in  the  divisions  of  science  and  the  arts. 

The  leading  voice  in  appropriating  the  income  of  the  immense  church 
property  of  the  Episcopalians  of  New  York  had  for  many  years  been 
that  of  Bishop  John  Henry  Hobart.  His  diocese  extended  upwards  of 
three  hundred  miles  from  east  to  west.  A  broader  field  of  action,  and  a 
sway  of  public  sentiment  more  powerful,  have  seldom  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
any  man  clad  in  the  robes  and  bearing  the  symbols  of  the  prelacy.  With 
the  great  mass  of  the  clergy  his  will  was  law  ;  and  he  spoke,  acted,  and  bore 
himself  as  one  having  authority.  He  was  a  handsome  man,  with  a  bright, 
clear,  piercing  eye  and  a  smooth  face.  He  was  small  of  stature,  dignified 
and  courtly  ;  but  he  walked  upon  the  street  with  as  much  rapidity  as  if 
walking  for  a  wager.  He  was  one  of  the  great  thinkers  of  his  generation, 
and  a  ready  writer  and  speaker,  natural,  earnest,  bold,  effective,  the  move- 
ments of  his  mind  being  as  rapid  as  those  of  his  limbs.  His  executive 
ability  was  unparalleled ;  and  he  extricated  the  church  from  many  diffi- 
culties. In  the  pulpit  he  was  commanding,  and  his  voice,  although  not 
strong,  was  penetrating.  His  sermons  were  written  with  conciseness, 
point,  and  vigor,  and  his  utterance  was  quick  and  energetic.  There  was 
intensity  in  all  his  mental  and  moral  characteristics  —  a  sort  of  elevated 
impetuosity  running  like  a  chain  of  fire  through  mind,  heart,  and  life. 

He  drew  about  him  a  host  of  friends,  and  was  alive  to  every  social 
courtesy.  He  was  often  in  general  society,  accompanied  usually  by  the 
two  young  clergymen  of  Trinity  Parish,  Benjamin  T.  Onderdonk,  conse- 
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crated  bishop  in  1830,  and  William  Berriau,  rector  of  Trinity  from  1830 
to  1862  ;  and  be  was  on  terms  of  cordial  intimacy  witb  tbe  clergy  of 
other  denominations.  "  Generally  be  had  some  controversy  on  hand,  and 
I  often  jested  with  him  on  his  being  such  a  man  of  war  from  his  youth 
up,"  wrote  Dr.  Mathews.     His  temperament  was,  however,  adapted  to  the 

times.  It  seems  a  little 
remarkable  that  the  great 
champion  of  Episcopacy 
in  New  York  should 
have  been  of  Puritan  an- 
cestry, but  such  was  the 
fact.  Edmund  Hobart, 
one  of  the  founders  of 
Hingham,Massachusetts, 
came  from  Hingham, 
England,  in  1633;  his 
second  son  was  an  emi- 
nent Puritan  divine,  who 
had  five  clerical  sons, 
preachers'among  the  Cou- 
gregationalists,  also  two 
grandsons,  Eev.  Noah 
Hobart  and  the  distin- 
guished missionary,  Eev. 
David  Brainard.  Hon. 
John  Sloss  Hobart,  so 
frequently  mentioned  in 
former  pages,  was  the 
son  of  Eev.  Noah   Ho- 


Righi  Reverend  John  Henry  Hobart. 

[Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of  New  York.] 


bart.  One  of  the  grandsons  of  the  eminent  Edmund  Hobart,  to  whom  an 
army  of  divines  and  scholars  trace  their  pedigree,  was  John  Hobart,  the 
grandfather  of  the  bishop. 

His  favorite  theme  was  the  proper  education  of  the  clergy.  He  pro- 
posed a  school  of  theology  in  New  York  as  early  as  1813,  the  germ  of  the 
Episcopal  Theological  Seminary  in  Ninth  Avenue,  established  under  his 
immediate  auspices  in  1819,  in  which  he  was  an  active  'professor  of  pas- 
toral theology  and  pulpit  eloquence.  The  board  of  trustees  were  all  bish- 
ops—  one  from  every  diocese  in  the  Union.  A  theological  li- 
**^°  brary  was  speedily  instituted ;  and  scholarships  to  furnish  education 
for  the  impecunious.  This  noble  institution  has  ever  since  been  sending 
out  its  ministerial  candidates  to  every  part  of  the  land.    The  cause  of  Sun- 
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day  schools  and  of  missions,  charities  of  every  character,  the  circulation  of 
Bibles  and  of  tracts,  and  the  authorship  of  almost  numberless  important 
works,  engaged  in  turn  Bishop  Hobart's  attention  and  efforts.  His  valu- 
able life,  however,  came  to  a  sudden  termination  in  September,  1830,  in 
the  prime  of  his  intellectual  vigor,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five. 

New  York  City  by  this  time  appeared  like  a  youth  much  overgrown 
for  his  years.  It  had  shot  up  with  a  rapidity  that  defied  calculation. 
Wealth  was  increasing  faster  than  sobriety  was  inclined  to  measure. 
Swarming  multitudes  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe  were  rendering  the 
community  in  a  certain  sense  unformed.  Keen-sighted,  far-seeing  men 
had  acted  upon  the  principle  that  no  good  citizen  should  be  without  the 
privilege  of  a  public  library ;  educational  and  charitable  institutions  were 
multiplying ;  but  a  strong  desire  was  manifested  to  lift  intelligence  up- 
ward and  onward  by  creating  a  university  in  the  city  —  a  seat  of  learning 
on  a  broad  scale,  with  the  widest  range  of  liberal  education,  that  should 
benefit  the  nation  as  well  as  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  land. 
Among  the  merchants  who  aided  munificently  were  George  Griswold  and 
John  Delafield  ;  Albert  Gallatin  was  concerned  in  all  the  delibera-  ^^^^^ 
tions,  and  Morgan  Lewis  and  Edward  Livingston  brought  their 
well-matured  judgment  to  the  aid  of  the  scholars  and  clergymen  enlisted 
in  the  enterprise.  The  University  was  virtually  established  in  1831; 
professors  were 
inaugurated  to 
fill  the  various 
chairs  in  1832  ; 
the  corner-stone 
of  a  fine  edifice 
one  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  long 
by  one  hundred 
feet  wide,  front- 
ing onWashing- 
ton  Square,  then 
quite  a  long  dis- 
tance from  the 
city,  was  laid  in 
1833,  which  was 
soon  completed, 

and  opened  in  1835.  It  was  a  Gothic  structure  of  white  freestone  modeled 
after  King's  College,  England,  and  was  esteemed  a  masterpiece  of  pointed 
architecture,  with  its  octangular  turrets  rising  at  each  of  the  four  corners. 


University  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

(Washington  Sciuare.) 
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Eev.  Dr.  Mathews  was  the  first  Chancellor  of  the  University.  He  was  the 
scholarly  pastor  of  the  Garden  Street  Dutch  Eeformed  Church,  tall,  of  fine 
presence,  elegant  address,  with  a  noble,  well-poised  head,  and  handsome, 
magnetic  features.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  of  men,  animated  and 
witty  in  conversation,  fond  of  story-telling,  and  eloquent  in  debate.  He 
Avas  an  author  as  well  as  a  preacher  and  instructor  ;  and  his  two  daugh- 
ters, Joanna  and  Julia  Mathews,  have  enriched  the  juvenile  literature  of 
America  with  sixty-five  entertaining  and  successful  volumes  of  the  high- 
est religious  and  moral  character.  His  increased  duties,  however,  led  to 
the  installation  of  a  colleague  in  the  church,  Eev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton  ; 
and  the  great  fire  of  1835  destroying  the  old  edifice,  a  new  and  elegant 
structure  was  erected  near  the  University,  and  opened  in  1837.  Washing- 
ton Square  —  the  old  Potter's  Field  —  was  being  improved,  and  soon  be- 
came one  of  the  most  quiet  and  fashionable  portions  of  the  city.  Among 
the  Avealthy  merchants  who  built  handsome  residences  overlooking  this 
new  park  were  George  Griswold,  Thomas  Suffern,  Saul  Alley,  John 
Johnston,  James  Boorman,  and  William  C.  Ehinelander  —  who  recently 
died  leaving  upwards  of  fifty  millions.  The  street  bounding  Washington 
Square  on  the  east  was  called  University  Place. 

The  Union  Theological  Seminary,  in  contemplation  as  the  infant  uni- 
versity began  to  show  symptoms  of  life,  was  established  in  1836.  Twenty- 
eight  trustees  from  the  Presbyterian  Church,  half  of  whom  were  clergymen, 
managed  its  affairs  —  but  the  new  theological  school  was  open  to  every 
denomination  of  Christians.  A  plain  brick  edifice  was  constructed  along- 
side the  University  opposite  Washington  Square.  The  basis  of  a  rare 
and  valuable  library  was  also  laid  by  the  purchase  in  1839  of  the  library 
of  Leander  Van  Ess,  of  Germany,  editor  of  the  Septuagint  and  Vulgate, 
consisting  of  about  fifteen  thousand  distinct  works.  It  has  steadily  in- 
creased to  some  thirty-five  thousand  volumes,  in  1880,  with  nearly  the 
same  number  of  choice  and  rare  pamphlets,  including  the  original  edi- 
tions of  the  reformers,  Luther,  ]\Ielancthon,  and  others,  the  earliest  Bibles 
printed,  and  valuable  collections  of  church  history. 

A  society  was  incorporated  in  April,  1831,  for  the  purpose  of  founding 

an  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind.     Among  the  foremost  in 

this  enterprise  were  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Mitchill, 

who  had  been  so  zealous  in  the  interests  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 

^^^^'  and  Samuel  Wood,  Theodore  Dwight,  and  Dr.  John  Dennison 
Euss.  The  first  attempt  at  instruction  ever  made  in  this  country  was 
in  1832.  Dr.  Euss  invented  a  phonetic  alphabet  of  raised  letters,  and 
taking  six  blind  children  into  his  household  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  the  experiment.    The  work  went  forward  slowly  but  with  marked 
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success.  In  1839  an  elegant  Gothic  edifice  was  erected,  through  legisla- 
tive and  private  donations,  in  Ninth  Avenue,  corner  of  Thirty-fourth 
Street. 

The  population  of  New  York  City  at  this  epoch  was  upwards  of  two 
hundred  thousand.  But  stages  were  the  only  means  of  public  convey- 
ance from  one  point  to  another.  The  subject  of  railway  travel  was  in 
agitation ;  also  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  horse-railroads  for  the  streets 
of  cities.  The  New  York  and  Harlem  Eailroad  Company  was  in- 
corporated in  1831,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  the 
central  part  of  the  city  to  Harlem.  Two  years  later  the  road,  with  a 
single  track,  was  in  operation  as  far  as  Murray  Hill,  and  the  new  horse- 
cars  were  a  great  novelty  as  well  as  a  convenience. 

The  introduction  of  steam  as  a  moving  power  for  land-carriages  was 
painfully  slow.  A  steam-engine  built  by  George  Stephenson  at  his 
works  in  England  arrived  in  New  York  in  the  spring  of  1829  and  was 
exhibited  for  some  time  in  the  yard  of  Edward  Dunscomb  in  Water  Street, 
its  wheels  raised  above  the  ground  and  kept  running  for  the  benefit  of 
the  curious.  C.  E.  Detmold  received  that  year  a  premium  for  construct- 
ing a  horse  locomotive  able  to  carry  twelve  passengers  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  miles  an  hour  —  the  horse  working  on  an  endless  chain  platform. 
The  next  year  he  made  drawings  of  the  first  American  steam  locomotive, 
which,  built  in  New  York,  was  placed  on  a  South  Carolina  road  late  in 
the  summer  of  1830.  Peter  Cooper,  the  philanthropist,  in  the  midst  of 
the  great  excitement  created  by  the  progress  of  tlie  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad  —  of  which  the  first  stone  was  laid  July  4,  1828  —  invented  and 
built  a  small  locomotive  in  Baltimore  to  demonstrate  to  the  stockholders 
that  the  cars  could  be  drawn  around  short  curves.  It  was  placed  upon 
the  road  in  1830,  and  its  success  induced  the  half  bankrupt  and  quite 
disheartened  company  to  press  forward  with  the  work.  The  railroad  from 
Albany  to  Schenectady  was  commenced  the  same  year,  for  which  a  char- 
ter had  been  granted  in  1826  ;  the  trial  trip  was  made  in  1832.  Other 
railroads  were  undertaken  in  various  parts  of  the  country ;  but  it  was 
a  long  while  before  they  became  a  business  success. 

Washington  Irving  returned  from  his  travels  of  a  dozen  or  more  years 
in  foreign  lands  in  May,  1832.  New  York  welcomed  him  home  with 
pride  and  affection.  Honors  of  every  description  were  accorded 
him.  Enthusiasm  pervaded  all  classes.  No  author  had  ever 
been  so  much  read  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  felicities  of  theme, 
thought,  and  expression,  together  with  his  irresistible  drollery,  fullness  of 
invention,  and  refined  humors,  gave  him  a  place  in  the  public  heart  never 
to  be  superseded.     While  abroad,  his  genius  had  won  for  him  distin- 
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guished  consideration,  and  he  had  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the 
most  notable  and  worthy  of  all  countries.  For  two  years  he  was  secre- 
tary of  the  American  legation  in  London,  and  received  one  of  the  fifty- 
guinea  gold  medals  provided  by  George  IV.  for  eminence  in  historical 
compositions.  Standing  once  more  among  his  kindred  and  countrymen, 
the  same  erect,  dignified,  healthful  figure  of  modest  proportions,  with  the 
same  thoughtful  air  varied  with  captivating  surprises  of  animation,  he 
unconsciously  charmed,  while  adoring  New  York  above  all  the  places 
he  had  seen  beyond  the  seas.  A  great  banquet  was  given  him  on  the 
30th,  at  the  City  Hotel  in  Broadway ;  three  hundred   gentlemen 

May  30. 

'  were  seated  at  the  tables.  Chancellor  Kent  presided,  and  James 
K.  Pavdding  was  placed  at  the  right  hand  of  the  long-absent  traveler. 
Philip  Hone,  William  A.  Duer,  Professor  Ptenwick,  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and 
Samuel  Swartwout  were  the  vice-presidents  of  the  entertainment.^ 

The  summer  following  was  marked  by  the  appearance  of  that  terrible 
scourge,  the  Asiatic  cholera.  Over  three  thousand  persons  died  in  New 
York  City  between  the  4th  of  July  and  the  1st  of  October,  The  pecu- 
liarities of  the  fearful  visitation  excited'  universal  notice ;  and  not  least 
among  the  contributions  to  medical  literature  it  elicited  was  a  valuable 
paper  from  Dr.  John  W.  Francis.  In  the  autumn  President  Jackson 
%vas  re-elected  by  a  large  vote,  and  Martin  Van  Buren  became  vice- 
president.  Again  New  York  furnished  a  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  person 
of  Edward  Livingston.  He  had  just  begun  to  feel  at  ease  in  his  sena- 
torial chair,  when  elevated  to  the  cabinet.  He  wrote  to  his  wife  at  their 
beautiful  seat  on  the  Hudson  —  Montgomery  Place,  inherited  from  his 
sister  —  saying:  "Here  am  I  in  the  second  place  in  the  United  States, 
some  say  the  first ;  in  the  place  filled  by  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe  ; 
and  my  brother,  who  filled  it  before  any  of  them ;  in  the  place  filled  by 
Clay  at  so  great  a  sacrifice ;  in  the  very  easy-chair  of  Adams  ;  in  the  office 
which  every  politician  looks  to  as  the  last  step  but  one  in  the  ladder 
of  his  ambition ;  in  the  very  cell  where  the  great  magician,  they  say, 
brewed  his  spells."  The  duty  of  doing  the  honors  of  the  Executive  ]\Ian- 
sion  having  devolved  upon  President  Jackson's  young  niece,  Mrs.  Liv- 
ingston, as  the  wife  of  the  premier,  was  sought  for  aid  and  assistance  on 
all  occasions.     And  she  was  abundantly  competent.     Her  gifts  in  conver- 

1  Among  those  who  gave  this  dinner  were  Francis  B.  Cutting,  Ogden  Hoffman,  "William 
Gracie,  Charles  Fenno  Hoffman,  James  G.  King,  Peter  Schemerhorn,  Henry  Ogden,  Jacob 
Morton,  Charles  F.  Grim,  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  Cornelius  Low,  Richard  Ray,  Judge  John 
Duer,  Thomas  R.  Mercein,  Charles  Kent,  J.  Fenimore  Cooper,  Thomas  AV.  Ludlow,  Charles 
King,  John  A.  King,  Charles  Graham,  General  Augustus  Fleming,  James  J.  Jones,  Abraham 
Schemerhorn,  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  David  E.  Golden,  William  Bard,  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,. 
Beverley  Robinson,  "\V.  B.  Lawrence,  and  Peter  Irving. 
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sation,  her  distinction  of  manners,  and  remarkable  beauty  are  historical. 
Their  house  in  Wasliington  had  long  since  become  the  resort  of  all  that 
was  notable  in  statesmanship  and  letters  ;  and  national  hospitalities  were 
never  dispensed  with  more  elegance. 

In  April,  1833,  Cora  Livingston,  the  beautiful  daughter  and  only  sur- 
viving child  of  Edward  Livingston,  was  married  to  Thomas  P.  Barton,  and 
immediately  after  the  ceremony  President  Jackson,  while  offering 
his  congratulation,  announced  that  Livingston  was  appointed  Min-    *^^^* 
ister  to  France,  and  that  his  newly  wedded  son-in-law  had  been  selected 
as   secretary    of  legation.     At   the  same  period 
Auguste  Davezac,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Livingston, 
was  Cliarge  d'Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  The 
Hague. 

The  first  election  of  a  mayor  of  New  York  by 
the  votes  of  the  people,  in  conformity  with  a  re- 
cent amendment  of  the  State  constitution, 
occurred  in  1834.  The  candidates  were 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck  and  Cornelius  W.  Law- 
rence. Some  stirring  scenes  occurred,  but  the 
Democrats  were  successful,  and  Lawrence  was 
placed  in  the  mayor's  chair.  Governor  William 
L.  Marcy,  at  this  time  controlled  the  executive  department  of  the  State 
government,  a  man  of  talents  of  the  highest  order,  of  great  decision  of 
character,  and  of  acknowledged  honor  and  integrity.  The  Democratic 
party  was  well  organized,  had  the  full  benefit  of  Jackson's  popularity, 
and  was  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  his  patronage ;  while  its  favorite, 
Martin  Van  Buren,  was  the  heir-apparent  to  the  Presidency. 

In  June,  1835,  Edward  Livingston  and  his  family  returned  to  New 
York  from  France  —  in  the  Constitution,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Elliott  —  where  his  conduct  of  affairs  had  given  universal  satisfaction. 
Crowds  of  people  greeted  him  at  the  landing  and  followed  his 

^       ^          °  °  1835. 

carriage  to  the  house  of  his  brother  in  Greenwich  Street,  in 
front  of  which  they  remained,  calling  for  him  until  he  appeared  at  the 
door  and  made  a  short  speech.  A  request  came  presently  from  the 
common  council  of  the  city  for  him  to  hold  a  public  reception  in  the 
governor's  room  of  the  City  Hall ;  and  during  the  same  day  he  received 
an  invitation  to  a  public  dinner  to  be  given  in  his  honor  at  the  City 
Hotel,  signed  by  Mayor  Lawrence,  Enos  T.  Throop,  Samuel  Jones, 
Thomas  J.  Oakley,  William  Leggett,  J.  Fenimore  Cooper,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  and  others,  which  took  place  on  the  16th  of  July.  The  mayor 
presided,  and  among  the  toasts  was  — "  Edward  Livingston.     As  a  patriot 


lornelius  W.  Lawrence. 

a  Miniature  presented  the  author 
by  the  late  Mrs.  Lawrence.] 
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and  statesman  he  belongs  to  America;  as  a  jurist  and  philosopher,  to  the 
world."  ^ 

It  had  been  discovered  in  1834  that  New  York  City  contained  a  dis- 
orderly element  of  a  formidable  character,  and  in  April  of  that  year  the 
civil  authorities  were  for  the  first  time  obliged  to  call  for  military  aid  in 
maintaining  the  peace  of  the  city.  The  municipal  election  gave  rise  to  a 
series  of  brawls  and  riots.  Three  months  afterwards  another  riot  was 
created  through  hostility  to  the  antislavery  movement.  The  meetings 
of  the  Abolitionists  were  attacked  and  broken  up,  and  the  mob  sacked 
the  dwellings  of  Arthur  and  Lewis  Tappan,  in  Rose  Street.  Mayor  Law- 
rence called  out  the  National  Guard,  which  marched  and  countermarched 
in  front  of  the  City  Hall ;  word  suddenly  came  that  several  of  the 
churches  were  about  to  be  destroyed  by  the  rioters,  and  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  the  rescue.^  The  streets  were  filled  with  angry -looking  multi- 
tudes, and  near  the  Spring  Street  Church  a  barricade  of  carts,  barrels,  and 
ladders  chained  together  was  planted  across  the  way,  and  the  parsonage 
of  Eev.  Dr.  Cox  had  already  been  attacked.     The  troops  were  assailed 

1  The  name  of  Edward  Livingston  had  become  illustrious  all  over  the  world  through  his 
great  scheme  of  philanthropy,  the  Livingston  Code,  which  was  no  sooner  published  in 
America  in  1823  than  it  was  reprinted  in  England,  in  France,  and  in  Germany.  (  Westminster 
Review  for  January,  1825  ;  Project  of  a  New  Penal  Code,  London,  1824  ;  Jeremy  Bentham's 

Works,  edited  by  Bowring,  XL  37  ;  Revue  Encijclo2^idique,  torn.  XLIV.  214,215  ;  Cambridge 
Essays,  1856,  p.  17.)  Victor  Hugo  wrote  to  the  author  "You  will  be  numbered  among  the 
men  of  this  age  who  have  deserved  most  and  best  of  mankind."  The  new  law-giver  received 
autograph  letters  from  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Sweden  on  the  subject  of  his 
work.  The  King  of  the  Netherlands  sent  him  a  gold  medal,  with  a  eulogistic  inscription. 
The  government  of  Guatemala  translated  one  of  his  codes  —  that  of  Reform  and  Prison  Dis- 
cipline—  and  adopted  it  word  for  word  (Codigo  de  Reforma  y  Discipline  de  las  Prisiones. 
Guatemala,  1834)  ;  and  in  his  honor  gave  to  a  new  city  and  district  the  name  of  Livingston. 
Many  of  the  most  prominent  statesmen  of  the  world  wrote  to  him  in  terms  of  appreciative 
commendation.  When  Kossuth  was  entertained  at  a  public  dinner  by  the  bar  of  New  York 
City,  in  1852,  he  said  "that  America  had  a  great  authority  for  codification  —  Livingston  — 
one  of  the  three  or  four  American  names  best  known  and  most  respected  in  Europe." 

2  Cornelius  Van  Wyck  Lawrence  (born  1791,  died  1861),  mayor  of  New  York  City,  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  1832  to  1834,  president  of  the  Democratic  Electoral  College  in  1836, 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  under  President  Polk,  and  for  twenty  years  president  of 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  descended  from  William  Lawrence  who  settled  on 
Long  Island  about  two  hundred  years  prior  to  this  period  (see  Vol.  L  231),  and  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Richard  Smith,  the  patentee  of  Smithtown  —  the  lady  who  afterwards  mar- 
ried Sir  Philip  Carteret.  Mayor  Lawrence  married  his  cousin,  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Judge 
Effingham  Lawrence,  and  widow  of  Edward  N.  Lawrence.  The  Lawrence  family  is  widely 
known  and  prominently  connected  throughout  the  country.  Walter  Bowne  (born  1771, 
died  1846),  mayor  of  New  York  City  four  years  prior  to  the  election  of  Lawrence,  and  who 
represented  the  city  in  the  State  senate  three  successive  terms,  traced  his  ancestry  to  the  .same 
source  in  the  maternal  line,  the  Lawrences  and  Bownes  having  intermarried  in  many  gen- 
erations. Mary,  the  daughter  of  Walter  Bowne,  became  the  wife  of  John  AV.  Lawrence  (born 
in  1800),  member  of  Congress  and  president  of  the  Seventh  "Ward  Bank  in  New  York. 
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with  stones  and  every  offensive  missile,  but  with  admirable  coolness  they 
were  able  to  quell  the  disturbance  and  disperse  the  mob  without  firing 
a  shot.  Scarcely  another  month  had  elapsed  ere  a  riot  occurred  among 
the  stone-cutters.  In  building  the  University,  the  contractors  purchased 
marble  at  Sing  Sing,  and  employed  the  State  prisoners,  for  economy's  sake, 
to  cut  and  hew  it  before  bringing  it  to  the  city.  Three  or  four  private 
dwellings  were  also  in  process  of  erection  from  the  Sing  Sing  marble. 
This  was  no  sooner  known  than  the  stone-cutters  banded  together,  held 
meetings,  and  paraded  the  streets  with  incendiary  placards,  and  even 
went  so  far  as  to  attack  several  houses.  The  troops  were  called  out,  and, 
after  dispersing  the  malcontents,  lay  under  arms  in  Washington  Square 
four  days  and  four  nights.  The  third,  or  "  Five  Points  Eiot,"  occurred 
on  Sunday,  June  21, 1835.  It  was  an  Irish  brawl.  A  regiment  of 
Irishmen  was  about  to  be  organized,  to  which  some  native  Ameri- 
cans took  exception.  Two  or  tln^ee  fights  began  in  different  quarters  of 
the  town,  one  in  Grand  Street,  another  in  Chatham,  and  a  third  in  Pearl. 
The  latter  was  between  two  Irishmen,  but  the  affray  soon  became  general 
and  serious.  Citizens  interfered  and  were  pelted  with  brick-bats.  Finally 
Mayor  Lawrence  appeared  on  the  scene  with  a  large  force  of  police,  and, 
having  arrested  the  principal  ringleaders,  dispersed  the  mob  for  the  time. 
On  Monday  the  riots  were  renewed  by  jmrties  of  Irish  and  Americans,  a 
public  house  in  the  Bowery  was  sacked,  and  several  prominent  citizens 
dangerously  injured.  The  mayor  and  police  again  came  to  the  rescue  ; 
but  the  next  day  and  the  next  witnessed  a  repetition  of  outrages,  and 
finally  public  notice  was  given  that  there  would  be  no  meeting  of  the 
O'Connell  Guards  ;  and  peace  thereby  was  restored. 

A  terrible  calamity  befell  New  York  City  in  the  following  December. 
On  the  bitter  cold  night  of  the  16th,  as  the  tempestuous  winds 
were  howling  through  the  snow-clad  streets,  the  people  below  ^^'''  ^^' 
City  Hall  were  suddenly  startled  by  an  alarm  of  fire.  Upon  looking  out 
they  saw  a  volume  of  lurid  light  streaming  into  the  sky  below  Wall 
Street.  Firemen  hastened  to  the  scene  of  the  conflagration,  but  water 
could  only  be  obtained  from  the  river,  and  that  presently  froze  in  the 
pipes  before  it  could  be  used.  The  brave  men  beat  their  hose  and  tried 
every  means  to  prevent  the  formation  of  ice  without  avail ;  it  was  the 
coldest  weather  known  for  many  years ;  finally  they  drew  their  "  machines  " 
out  of  the  way  and  boldly  tried  to  save  property.  Many  of  the  stores 
were  new,  with  iron  shutters  and  doors  and  copper  roofs,  and  in  burning 
presented  the  appearance  of  immense  iron  furnaces  in  full  blast.  The 
heat  at  times  melted  the  copper  roofing,  and  the  liquid  ran  off  in  great 
drops.     The  gale  blew  towards  the  East   Ptiver.     Wall  after  wall  was 
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heard  tumbling  like  an  avalanche.  Fiery  tongues  of  flame  leaped  from  roofs 
and  windows  along  whole  streets,  and  seemed  to  be  making  angry  dashes 
at  each  other.  The  water  of  the  bay  looked  like  a  vast  sea  of  blood.  The 
bells  rang  for  a  while  and  then  ceased.  Both  sides  of  Pearl  Street  and 
Hanover  Square  were  at  the  same  instant  in  the  jaws  of  the  hungry  monster. 
Seventeen  blocks  were  consumed,  and  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of 
property  converted  into  smoke  and  ashes.  The  burnt  district  embraced 
some  thirteen  acres,  and  nearly  seven  hundred  buildings  were  swept  away, 
occupied  chiefly  by  New  York's  largest  shipping  and  wholesale  dry-goods 
merchants  and  grocers.  The  marble  exchange,  supposed  fire-proof,  in 
which  had  been  stored  books,  papers,  and  costly  goods,  disappeared  like  a 
dissolving- view  ;  and  the  Garden  Street  Church,  in  the  midst  of  its  tombs, 
with  its  fine  organ,  and  immense  quantities  of  merchandise  placed  within 
and  about  it  for  safety,  was  quickly  a  shapeless  pile  of  ruins.  INIayor 
Lawrence  appeared  with  his  officers,  and  it  was  resolved  to  blow  up 
buildings.  But  there  was  a  want  of  powder ;  Charles  King  volunteered 
to  visit  the  navy-yard  for  a  supply,  and  returned  with  a  band  of  marines 
and  sailors.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  several  structures  were 
mined,  and  the  explosions  went  on  fearfully  but  successfully  until  the 
progress  of  the  fire  was  arrested. 

The  day  dawned  upon  a  wild  waste.  And,  to  add  to  the  distress,  every 
insurance  company  in  the  city  w\as  made  bankrupt  by  the  same  disaster. 
As  soon  as  the  first  excitement  had  subsided,  a  public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  was  convened  by  the  mayor  at  the  City  Hall,  and  reso- 
lutions, offered  by  James  G.  King,  to  unite  in  vigorous  exertions  to  repair 
the  loss,  were  unanimously  adopted.  On  motion  of  Dudley  Selden,  a 
committee  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  was  appointed  to  ascertain 
the  origin  and  cause  of  the  fire  and  probable  extent  of  losses. 


Ogden  Arms. 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 

1835-1845. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  CROTON  WATER. 

New  York  Suffefjng  for  AVater.  —  Introduction  of  Gas.—  The  Croton  AQrEDFcx. 
—  Murray  Hill  Reservoir.  —  Croton  River  flowing  into  the  City.  —  Celebra- 
tion   OF    THE    GREAT   ACHIEVEMENT.  —  ELECTION    OF    MARTIN    VaN    BuREN    TO    THE 

Presidency.  —  Financial  Crisis  of  1837.  —  Failures. —Suspension  of  Specie 
Payments  by  all  the  Banks  in  America.  —  Influence  of  James  G.  King.  — 
England  sending  Gold  to  New  York. —The  Country  Relieved.  —  Banks  of 
1880.  —  Moneyed  Institutions.  —  Prisons. —The  Tombs. —City  Correctional 
and  Charitable  Institutions.  —  Penny  Journalism.  —  The  Great  Newspaper 
System.  —  Founding  of  the  Prominent  New  York  Journals.  —  The  Italian 
Opera.  —  Poets  of  1837.  —  Columbia  College  Anniversary.  —  Dedication  of  the 
University.  —  Invention  of  the  Magnetic  Telegraph.  — Adoption  of  the  Morse 
System. — Professor  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse.  —  Honors  of  the  World. — Great 
Political  Excitement  of  the  Decade.  —  Victory  of  the  Whigs.  —  The  Great 
Fire  of  1815  in  New  York  City. 

ASEXSE  of  the  perishing  condition  of  the  city  for  the  want  of  water 
took  possession  of  the  public  mind.  The  cool,  clear-headed,  undis- 
mayed business-men  of  Xew  York,  while  devising  means  for  rebuilding 
their  commercial  structures,  discussed  the  long-pending  measure  of  bring- 
ing water  from  the  adjacent  country  to  the  relief  of  the  island  metropolis. 
Fire  and  famine  are  usually  twin  companions.  In  the  late  deplorable 
destruction  of  property  the  fire  had  been  in  its  magnitude  the  direct 
result  of  a  water  famine. 

But  the  greatest  consternation  \vas  presently  awakened  in  view  of  the 
probable  financial  consequences  of  the  disaster.  One  firm  after  another 
failed.  It  was  a  winter  of  distress  —  not  a  propitious  moment  for  divert- 
ino-  a  few  millions,  more  or  less,  to  the  construction  of  aqueducts 

°  '  '  ^  1836. 

and  bridges.  At  the  same  time  prudence  pointed  out  the  danger 
of  procrastination.  The  public  health  as  well  as  safety  required  water. 
The  supply  had  never  been  equal  to  the  demand  —  which  was  increasing 
in  rapid  ratio.  The  population  had  reached  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand ;  and  the  great  human  tide  was  flowing  in  from  the  Old  World 
in  a  resistless  and  almost  overpowering  current.  From  the  brackish  wells 
and  the  old  Tea  Pump  to  the  practical  operation  of  the  Manhattan  Water- 
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Works  in  Reade  Street  —  which  managed  to  distribute  very  poor  water, 
pumped  from  wells,  through  the  lower  part  of  the  city  in  hollow  logs  — 
the  citizens  had  always  been  restricted.  And  the  more  people  the  less 
water.     The  situation  had  become  absolutely  appalling. 

New  York  was  the  most  extravagant  city  in  the  known  world  as  far 
as  charity  was  concerned.  No  other  community  ever  had  been  so  taxed 
with  providing  for  tlie  destitute  of  all  climes.  They  came  bankrupt  in 
character  as  well  as  finances,  wrecks  of  incapacity,  miseducation,  prodi- 
gality, and  crime  —  not  only  from  across  the  ocean  but  from  every  part 
of  our  own  continent.  The  metropolis  was  a  general  asylum  for  vagrants. 
The  brains  of  political  philosophers  were  vexed  with  the  problem  of  how 
to  provide  most  effectually  for  both  poverty  and  vice,  while  humanity 
never  faltered  in  the  matter  of  dollars  and  cents. 

Gas  was  introduced  into  the  city  below  Canal  Street  in  1825,  meeting 
with  much  opposition.  Many  persons  were  afraid  to  have  it  in  or  near 
their  dwellings.  Explosions  were  predicted.  When  the  newspapers  sug- 
gested that  the  gi-eat  fire  originated  in  the  bursting  of  a  gas-pipe,  scores 
of  men  were  ready  to  exclaim,  "  I  told  you  so  !  "  Samuel  Leggett,  presi- 
dent of  the  old  Franklin  Bank,  originated  the  first  gas  company  in  New 
York  in  1823,  and  became  its  president.  He  introduced  gas  into  his 
own  handsome  private  residence  in  Franklin  Square,  and  opened  his 
doors  hospitably  to  the  public  in  order  to_  demonstrate  the  utility  of  the 
new  source  of  light  and  comfort.^  He  also  about  the  same  time  attempted 
to  furnish  the  city  with  water  from  the  Bronx  Pdver. 

The  various  schemes  agitated  for  supplying  the  city  with  wholesome . 
water  would  form  an  interesting  chapter.  The  question  had  been  before 
the  people  more  or  less  for  several  decades.     Projects  for  boring  artesian 

1  Samuel  Leggett  was  a  man  of  enlarged  ideas  and  great  practical  benevolence.  He  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  Leggett,  of  Westchester  County,  a  large  landholder,  driven  from  his  estate 
by  the  "  Cow  Boys"  in  the  Revolution,  who  came  to  the  city  on  the  return  of  peace  and  went 
into  a  lucrative  business,  purchasing  the  fine  house  subsequently  occupied  by  his  son,  and,  not 
being  ready  to  take  immediate  possession,  rented  it  to  Comfort  Sands  for  a  brief  period. 
Samuel  Leggett  and  his  brothers  succeeded  their  father  in  business,  and  were  among  the 
notable  New  York  merchants  of  the  early  portion  of  the  present  century.  AVilliam  Leggett 
was  of  the  same  family,  a  cousin  of  Samuel  Leggett  ;  he  married,  in  1828,  Almira,  daughter  of 
John  Waring,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  established  The  Critic,  a  weekly  literary 
iournal,  which  at  the  end  of  six  months  was  united  with  the  New  York  Mirror,  to  which  he 
was  a  contributor.  In  1829  he  became  associated  with  William  Cullen  Bryant  in  the  Evening 
Post;  and  in  1836  was  the  editor  of  the  Plain  Dealer,  a  weekly  devoted  to  politics  and  litera- 
ture. William,  son  of  Samuel  Leggett,  married  a  daughter  of  Wager  Hull,  a  descendant  of 
Admiral  Sir  Wager  Hull  of  the  British  Navy,  and  bought  the  spacious  mansion  at  the  comer 
of  St.  ]\Iark's  Place  and  Second  Avenue  :  their  daughter,  Sarah  H.  Leggett,  has  founded  with 
admirable  success  a  Home  for  Working  Women  in  the  New  York  of  to-day ;  she  has  also 
established  the  Fifth  Avenue  Reading-Room. 
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wells,  for  cutting  an  open  canal  to  the  Housatonic  Eiver  in  Connecticut, 
and  for  obtaining  water  from  the  Passaic  Eiver  in  New  Jersey,  were 
among  those  which  had  claimed  attention  and  been  abandoned.  The 
Croton  Eiver,  flowing  into  the  Hudson  near  the  old  Van  Cortlandt  manor- 
house,  forty  miles  above  the  city,  seemed  the  most  promising  source. 
Traversing  a  beautiful,  high,  rolling  region  of  country,  known  as  the 
Croton  water-shed,  where  ten  or  more  picturesque  natural  lakes  might  at 
any  time  be  brought  into  service,  it  offered  special  advantages.  Surveys 
and  estimates  were  made  in  1834  by  commissioners  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  The  popular  vote  in  1835  decided  upon  the  undertaking, 
although  a  very  strong  party  was  continually  harping  on  extravagance, 
and  declared  that  water  which  had  been  good  enough  for  their  ancestors 
would  suffice  for  them.  The  fire  was  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the 
imperative  need  of  water  to  preserve  the  city  from  destruction,  and  the 
work  was  pushed  forward  in  spite  of  serious  obstacles. 

A  dam  was  thrown  across  the  Croton  Eiver  creating  a  lake  five  miles 
long,  from  which  a  conduit  of  solid  masonry  was  constructed  to  the  city 
forty-five  miles  in  length.  In  its  course  it  encountered  snags  of  every 
description.  Sixteen  tunnels  in  rock  vary  in  length  from  one  hundred 
and  sixty  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty -three  feet.  At  Sing 
Sing  an  elliptical  arch  of  hewn  granite  is  eighty-eight  feet  span,  with  its 
key-stone  upwards  of  seventy  feet  from  the  waters  of  the  brook  beneath. 
In  Westchester  County  the  aqueduct  crosses  twenty-five  streams  from 
twelve  to  seventy  feet  below  the  line  of  grade,  besides  numerous  brooks. 
At  Harlem  Eiver  the  famous 
High  Bridge  was  erected  for 
its  accommodation,  a  mag- 
nificent structure  of  granite 
one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length, 
with  fourteen  arches  each  of 
eighty  feet  span,  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  feet  above 
tide-water. 

About  four  miles  below 
High  Bridge,  in  what  is  now 
Central  Park,  was  located  a 
large  receiving  reservoir  at 
first  covering  thirty-one  acres 
—  although  another  was  soon  constructed  covering  one  hundred  and  five 
acres  —  from  which  the  water  was  conducted  to  a  distributins;  reservoir  on 


The  Murray  Hill  Distributing  Reservoir. 

[Fifth  Avenue.] 
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Llurray  Hill.  Besides  these,  a  "  high  service  "  reservoir  near  High  Bridge 
was  found  necessary,  and  a  lofty  tower  was  built,  with  powerful  pumping 
machinery,  for  forcing  water  into  a  tank  at  the  top  of  the  tower  holding 
fifty-five  thousand  gallons,  to  supply  the  more  elevated  portion  of  the 
city.  The  iron  mains  laid  beneath  the  street  surface  to  carry  water 
to  the  buildings  are  about  four  hundred  miles  in  length  at  the  present 
writing. 

The  whole  decade,  until  1845,  was  devoted  to  the  construction  of  the 
Croton  Aqueduct.  It  was  so  far  completed  in  1842  that  the  water  was 
admitted  to  the  city.  Prior  to  that  great  event  the  commissioners  and 
engineers  walked  through  its  entire  length  of  forty-five  miles.  It  is 
arched  above  and  below  so  as  to  form  an  ellipse  measuring  eight  and  one 
half  feet  perpendicularly  and  seven  and  one  half  feet  horizontally.  It 
slopes  about  thirteen  inches  to  the  mile,  and  has  a  capacity  of  carrying 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  million  gallons  of  water  per  day.  Wlien  the 
water  was  introduced  a  voyage  was  made  from  Croton  Lake  to  the  city 
within  the  aqueduct,  by  four  persons,  on  the  Croton  Maid,  a  boat  fash- 
ioned for  the  purpose. 

The  achievement,  like  that  of  the  Erie  Canal,  was  destined  for  a  degree 
of  usefulness  wholly  beyond  the  most  extravagant  estimate.  Its  impor- 
tance in  a  hygienic  and  economic  view  was  rightly  foreseen  ;  in  insurance 
alone  it  caused  the  reduction  of  forty  cents  on  every  one  hundred  dollars 
in  the  annual  rates.  Its  accomplishment,  by  a  single  city,  at  a  cost  of 
upwards  of  nine  millions,  in  a  period  of  unprecedented  commercial  embar- 
rassments, and  in  the  face  of  vast  natural  obstacles,  was  a  marvel  for  all 
future  generations ;  and  it  is  a  work  worthy  of  being  ranked  with  the 
old  Roman  aqueducts.  Henceforward  there  would  seem  no  project  too 
bold  nor  enterprise  too  great  for  New  York  to  undertake. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1842,  the  Croton  River,  turned  into  its  new  and 
enduring  channel,  rushed  into  the  city.  The  event  was  celebrated  with 
an  imposing  military  and  civic  procession  seven  miles  in  length.  The 
gorgeous  display  in  point  of  magnitude  and  invention  eclipsed  both  its 
predecessors  —  the  great  Federal  pageant  of  1788,  and  that  of  the  canal 
celebration  in  1825.  While  parading  the  streets,  the  rejoicing  multitudes 
were  suddenly  greeted  with  the  opening  of  the  beautiful  fountains,  and 
the  wildest  enthusiasm  prevailed.  The  several  divisions  of  the  procession 
halted  at  the  City  Hall  Park,  where  Samuel  Stevens,  president  of  the  State 
Board  of  Water  Commissions,  made  a  stirring  address,  consigning  the  cus- 
tody of  the  nearly  completed  works  to  John  L.  Lawrence,  president  of  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Board  —  who  also  made  an  appropriate  speech.  By 
request  of  the   corporation  of  the  city,  George  P.  Morris,  the  popular 


"  '  WaieT  leaps  as  if  delighted 

While  her  conquered  foes  retire  I 
S'ale  Contagion  flies  affrighted 
With  the  baffled  demon  Fire  .' '  " 
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song-writer  and  editor,  had  prepared  an  ode  for  the  occasion,  which  was 
sung  by  the  members  of  the  Sacred  Music  Society,  standing  before  the 
gushing  waters  of  the  Park  fountain.  Tlie  following  are  a  few  of  the 
closing  lines  :  — 

"Water  leaps  as  if  delighted, 
While  her  conquered  foes  retire  ! 
Pale  contagion  flies  affrighted 
With  the  baffled  demon  Fire  ! 
Water  shouts  a  glad  hosanna ! 
Bubbles  up  the  earth  to  bless  ! 
Cheers  it  like  the  precious  manna 
In  the  barren  wilderness. 

"Round  the  aqueducts  of  story, 
As  the  mists  of  Lethe  throng, 
Croton's  waves,  in  all  their  glory. 
Troop  in  melody  along. 
Ever  sparkling,  bright,  and  single 
Will  this  rock-ribbed  stream  appear, 
When  posterity  shall  mingle 
Like  the  gathered  waters  here." 

While  the  aqueduct  was  progressing,  with  all  the  petty  annoyances 
connected  with  the  details  of  such  an  enterprise,  affairs  throughout  the 
nation  reached  a  feverish   crisis.     Martin  Van  Buren,   who  had 
in  New  York  reduced  the  management  of  his  party  to  a  science 
systematizing  it  until  it  was  the  most  perfect  organization  ever  known 
in  this  country,  was   inaugurated,  on   the  4th  of  March,  1837,  Presi- 
dent  of    the    United    States.      But   financial   disaster   was   the 
grand  legacy  of  the  preceding  administration.     When  the  public 
money  which  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  deposited  in  the  local  banks,  it  became  easy  to  obtain  loans.     Specu- 
lation extended  to  every  branch  of  trade,  and  especially  to  Western  lands. 
New  cities  were  founded  in  the  wilderness,  and  fabulous  prices  charged 
for  building-lots.     Hardly  a  man  could  be  found  who  had  not  his  pet 
project  for  realizing  a  fortune.     Foreign  goods  at  the  same  time  were  im- 
ported heavily.     To  pay  for  these,  gold  and  silver  were  sent  abroad  in 
large  quantities.     Just  before  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Jackson  issued 
the  famous  "  specie  circular,"  requiring  payments  for  the  public  lands  to 
be  made  in  hard  money,  which  swept  the  gold  and  silver  into  the  Treas- 
ury.    Bitter  fruits  were  to  be  harvested. 

Business  men   could  not  pay  their  debts.     Consternation  seized  all 
classes.     The  storm  burst  with  terrific  fury  in  New  York.     During  the 
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first  three  weeks  in  April  two  hundred  and  fifty  houses  stopped  payment. 
The  losses  exceeded  one  hundred  millions.     Property  of  all  kinds  declined 

in  value.  From  New  York  the  panic  extended  to  the  remotest 
^"^^  quarters  of  the  Union.  The  failures  in  New  Orleans  reached 
twenty-seven  millions  in  two  days.  Eight  of  the  States  in  part  or  wholly 
failed.  Even  the  national  government  could  not  pay  its  debts.  Univer- 
sal bankruptcy  seemed  impending.  The  seasons  had  been  unfavorable 
to  agriculture,  and  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  bushels  of  wheat,  for  home 
consumption,  were  imported  from  Europe  into  New  York  during  the 
early  spring.^  The  question  of  payment  was  discussed  with  alarm.  A 
general  run  was  made  upon  the  banks.  The  State  of  New  York,  for  a 
loan  not  exceeding  half  a  million,  at  six  per  cent  interest,  publicly  adver- 
tised, received  not  a  bid.     The  policy  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  declining 

any   further   extension   of    credit   reacted  with   great   intensity. 

After  deliberate  consultation  among  the  officers  and  directors, 
all  the  banks  in  New  York  suspended  specie  payments  on  the  10th  of 
May. 

James  G.  King,  of  the  great  banking-house  of  Prime,  Ward,  &  King, 
a  leading  member  and  afterwards  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
was  one  of  the  sagacious  few  whose  voice,  countenance,  and  counsel  were 
cheerful  and  hopeful.  He  perceived  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the 
danger  ;  but  he  believed  that  mutual  aid  and  confidence  would  mitigate, 
and  perhaps  control  the  evil,  and  his  example  of  calm  self-possession 
inspired  others  with  courage.  The  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city 
meeting  the  same  day  at  the  Exchange,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  numer- 
ously signed  by  leading  men  of  all  pursuits  and  parties,  he  addressed 
them,  offering  resolutions  to  the  effect  that  paper  notes  of  the  different 

1  Flour,  during  the  winter  of  1836  and  1837,  was  twelve  and  fifteen  dollars  a  barrel,  and  the 
poor  people  suffered  severely.  It  was  rumored  that  a  few  of  the  larger  flour  and  grain  dealers 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  scarcity  to  buy  up  all  the  flour  in  the  city.  The  old  war-cry  of 
"the  poor  against  the  rich  "  was  raised,  which  finally  terminated  in  a  riot.  On  the  10th  of 
February,  a  placard,  headed,  "Bread!  Meat!  Rent!  Fuel!  —  their  prices  must  come 
down  ! "  appeared  in  conspicuous  places  calling  for  a  meeting  in  the  Park.  Six  thousand  or 
more  gathered  —  a  motley  crowd  of  whom  the  greater  part  were  foreigners  —  and  demagogues 
harangued  them  until  they  were  fitted  for  almost  any  work  of  spoliation.  The  popular  fury 
•was  chiefly  directed  against  Eli  Hart,  a  great  flour-merchant,  who,  it  was  said,  had  fifty-three 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  in  his  store.  The  mob  assaulted  the  building,  and  in  the  end  carried 
it  by  storm,  in  spite  of  the  eff'orts  of  Mayor  Lawrence  and  a  large  police  force  ;  the  rioters 
threw  barrels  of  flour  by  fifties  and  by  hundreds  from  the  windows,  together  with  sacks  of 
wheat  amounting  to  over  one  thousand  bushels  —  until  the  street,  according  to  a  writer 
of  the  day,  "was  knee-deep  in  flour  and  wheat."  Several  other  stores  were  attacked,  but 
through  the  combined  eff'orts  of  the  citizens  and  the  police  the  mob  was  dispersed  as  night 
approached.  Some  forty  of  the  rioters  were  captured,  tried,  and  sent  to  the  State  prison  :  the 
ringleaders,  however,  escaped. 
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banks  should  pass  current  as  usual  until  such  time  as  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  might  be  found  practicable.  Nathaniel  Prime  seconded 
the  resolutions  —  which  were  put  separately,  and  each  unanimously 
adopted.  The  sanction  thus  given  by  the  leading  business  men  to  the 
step  taken  by  the  banks  produced  a  salutary  effect.  The  community 
breathed  more  freely,  and  trade  revived. 

During  the  sunnner  efforts  were  made  to  return  to  specie  payments. 
But  disasters  thickened.  Three  of  the  largest  London  houses  interested 
in  American  trade  failed  ;  and  the  return  of  a  large  amount  of  sterling 
bills  drawn  on  those  houses  added  to  the  general  dismay. 

At  this  juncture  James  G.  King  sailed  for  England.  He  was  warmly 
received  and  eagerly  consulted  by  the  bankers  and  merchants  of  London. 
While   discussing  measures  proper  to  be  taken  in  the  terrible 

^  X-      r  Octoljer. 

crisis,  he  startled  the  bank-parlor  by  suggesting  that  the  Bank  of 
England  and  the  great  capitalists,  instead  of  continuing  to  embarrass 
American  merchants  by  discrediting  paper  connected  with  the  American 
trade,  should  at  once  send  over  to  New  York  several  million  dollars  in 
coin.  He  declared  that  such  a  supply  would  determine  the  New  York 
banks  upon  their  future  course.  After  some  hesitation  the  Bank  of 
England  consented.  A  consignment  of  one  million  pounds  sterling  in 
gold  was  shipped  to  New  York  in  March,  1838,  on  the  sole  responsibility 
of  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  and  the  guaranty  of  Baring  Brothers  &  Co. 
Curtis,  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  wrote  to  King,  on  the  day 
prior  to  the  first  shipment  of  eighty  thousand  sovereigns :  "  The  object  of 
the  bank  in  the  operation  is  not  one  of  profit  —  the  whole  transaction  is 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  its  operations.  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  fix 
any  precise  period  within  which  the  returns  should  be  made.  Having 
shown  your  house  so  much  confidence  in  intrusting  the  management  of 
this  great  concern  in  its  hands,  it  would  but  ill  agree  with  that  confi- 
dence if  1  were  to  prescribe  limits,  which  might,  in  many  ways,  act  most 
inconveniently,  and  deprive  the  bank  of  the  advantage  of  your  judgment 
and  experience."  King  hastened  home,  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  a 
passenger  bearing  the  second  shipment  of  gold.  The  New  York  banks 
had  already  determined  to  resume  specie  payments  within  a  year  from 
the  day  of  suspension* —  on  or  before  the  10th  of  the  coming  May —  and 
Samuel  Ward,  the  partner  of  King,  had  been  active  in  organizing  a  public 
meeting  which  again  pledged  the  whole  business  community  to  stand  by 
the  banks.  A  convention  of  delegates  from  several  of  the  States  formally 
declared  resumption  impolitic  and  unsafe  for  some  time  to  come ;  and  the 
banks  of  Pennsylvania  absolutely  refused  to  come  into  the  measure.  But 
the  reign  of  irredeemable  paper  terminated,  and  the  city  of  New  York, 
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which  had  been  compelled  to  lead  the  way  in  suspension,  now  had  the 
great  honor  and  the  supreme  satisfaction  of  leading  the  way  in  resump- 
tion, and  of  smoothing  the  way  for  others.  As  the  coin  arrived  it  was 
sold  on  easy  terms  to  the  various  banks  in  the  city ;  also  in  Boston  and 
Pennsylvania.  A  reaction  took  place,  depression  vanished,  and  misfor- 
tunes were  retrieved.^  The  Bank  of  England's  treasure  was  managed 
with  skill  and  fidelity  by  the  house  in  which  such  signal  confidence  was 
reposed,  and  the  transaction  was  closed  without  loss  and  with  great 
promptitude. 

James  G.  King,  who,  by  taking  the  initiative  in  this  important  measure, 

rendered   a    service 
^  -  -=«^^a'^~  Q^  yg^g^  moment,  not 

'■'"  only  to   his  native 

,.  city  and  State,  but 

to  the  whole  coun- 
try, was  the  third 
son  of  the  states- 
man, Bufus  King, 
and  the  grandson 
of  John  Alsop.  He 
was  forty-six  years 
of  age,  of  distin- 
guished personal 
ai)pearance  and  ac- 
c(  )mplished  scholar- 
ship, affable  and  en- 
gaging in  manners, 
and  of  exceptional 
integrity,  executive 
ability,  and  worldly 
wisdom.  He  was, 
indeed,  an  admi- 
rable representative  of  the  old-school  merchant  and  banker  —  a  class 
of  men  who  have  contributed  with  princely  generosity  to  the  rise 
of  the  metropolis,  and  who  are  still  covering  continents  with  railroads 
and  oceans  with  steamships.  He  studied  law  in  his  youth,  but  finally 
turned  his  attention  to  commerce.  From  1818  to  1824  he  resided  in 
Liverpool,  doing  a  large  business  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Archibald  Gracie.  He  returned  to  New  York  through  an  invitation  to 
become  a  partner  in  the  banking-house  with  wdiich  he  was  henceforward 

1  Hunts  Lives  of  American  Merchants. 
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connected,  and  which  subsequently  was  reconstructed  under  tlie  name  of 
James  G.  King  &  Sons.^ 

In  relation  to  banks  and  banking  institutions  in  the  metropolis  a  few 
facts  will  best  illustrate  their  steady  growtli.  In  1800  two  incorporated 
banks  only  were  in  operation.  In  1812  the  number  had  multiplied  into 
eight,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  some  ten  and  one  half  milhons.  No 
new  banks  were  chartered  until  some  time  after  the  war  had  ceased.  But 
in  1840  thirty  banks  existed  in  the  city,  of  which  six  were  banking  asso- 
ciations formed  under  the  general  banking  law.2  The  grand  total  of  capital 
employed  was  a  little  less  than  twenty-nine  and  one  half  millions.  In  1880, 
notwithstanding  all  the  vicissitudes  of  banking  enterprise,  the  number  of 
national.  State,  and  savings  banks  located  in  tlie  city  are  upwards  of 
one  hundred,  independent  of  the  private  banking-houses.  Loan  and  Trust, 
and  Safe  Deposit  companies.  The  rise  of  insurance  compaiiies  has  been 
no  less  rapid.  Prior  to  1820  there  were  but  twelve,  inclusive  of  fire  and 
marine,  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.     In  1840  New  York  alone  sus- 

1  Janies  Gore  King,  tliird  son  of  Rufus  and  Mary  Alsop  King  (born  in  New  York  City, 
May  8,  1791,  died  1853),  married  Sarah  Rogers,  daughter  of  Archibald  Gracie,  in  1813.  Chil- 
dren :  1.  Caroline,  married  Denning  Duer  ;  2.  Harriet,  married  Dr.  George  Wilkes  ;  3.  James 
Gore  King,  Jr.,  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  married'  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Governor  John  A.  King ;  4.  Archibald  Gracie  King,  president  of  Institution 
for  Savings  of  Merchants'  Clerks,  married  Elizabeth  D.,  daughter  of  William  A.  Duer,  pres- 
ident of  Columbia  College  ;  5.  Mary,  married  Edgar  Richards  ;  6.  Frederica,  married  J.  C. 
Bancroft  Davis,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  under  President  Grant,  Minister  to  Germany, 
and  judge  of  the  Court  of  Claims  ;  7.  Edward  King,  president  of  Union  Trust  Company, 
married  Isabella  Ramsey  Cochrane,  niece  of  Dean  Ramsey  of  Edinburgli  ;  8.  Fanny,  married 
James  L.  McLane,  of  Baltimore.  —  Family  Archives 

The  wife  of  the  eminent  merchant,  Archibald  Gracie,  was  Esthei-,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Hannah  Fitch  Rogers.  (See  pp.  521,  522.)  Her  mother,  Hannah  Fitch,  was  the  daughter  of 
Governor  Thomas  Fitch  of  Connecticut.  The  great-grandfather  of  Governor  Fitch  (Thomas, 
son  of  William  Fitch,  member  of  the  British  Parliament)  came  to  Boston  from  England  in 
1637,  removing  to  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  in  1651,  where  the  family  has  ever  since  been  one 
of  wealth  and  high  position.  Moses  Rogers,  elder  brother  of  Mrs.  Gracie,  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Woolsey  (see  p.  522).  Their  children  were  :  1.  Sarah  E.  Rogers,  mar- 
ried Hon.  Samuel  M.  Hopkins  ;  2.  Benjamin  Woolsey  Rogers,  married  Susan,  daughter  of 
William  Bayard,  whose  son,  Benjamin  Woolsey  Rogers,  married  Helena,  daughter  of  Richard 
K.  Hoffman,  M.  D.  ;  3.  Archibakl  Rogers,  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Judge  Nathaniel  Pen- 
dleton ;  4.  Julia  A.  Rogers,  married  Francis  Bayard  Winthrop.  —  Haldane. 

2  The  Banking  Associations  in  1840  were  as  follows  :  Agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  (Philadelphia),  George  Griswold  and  Richard  Alsop  associates  ;  North  American 
Trust  and  Banking  Company,  Joseph  D.  Beers  president  ;  Mechanics'  Banking  Associa- 
tion, E.  D.  Comstock  president ;  American  Exchange  Bank,  David  Leavitt  president ; 
Bank  of  Commerce,  John  A.  Stevens  president  ;  New  York  Banking  Company,  John  Dela- 
field  president.  The  combined  capital  of  the  five,  independent  of  the  United  States  Agency, 
was  nine  millions.  In  1840  four  savings-banks  only  were  in  operation.  (  Williams's  Annual 
Register  for  I84O.)  The  first,  as  heretofore  recorded,  was  founded  in  1819.  In  1880  twenty- 
four  are  in  successful  operation.     {Applcton's  Dictionary  of  New  York  and  Vicinity  fur  1880.) 
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tained  forty-four.  In  1876  ninety-four  fire-insurance  companies  were 
connected  with  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  with  a  capital  of  eighty- 
five  millions ;  and  in  addition  to  these  were  ten  marine  and  twenty  life- 
insurance  companies.  The  total  cash  capital  of  moneyed  institutions  in 
the  city  at  present  is  not  less  than  a  thousand  million  dollars. 

Prisons  seemed  to  be  as  essential  as  banks  to  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  city.  Indolence  and  pauperism  produced  offenders  against  the  laws 
faster  than  edifices  could  be  constructed  for  their  discipline  and  punish- 
ment. Of  convicts,  seventy  per  cent  were  foreigners  ;  of  police  arrests, 
for  all  manner  of  offenses,  seventy-five  per  cent  were  vagrants  from  other 
places  and  countries.  As  early  as  1796  the  legislature  provided  for  two 
state-prisons,  one  to  be  erected  in  Albany  and  the  other  in  New  York 
City.  The  commissioners  in  charge  of  building  Newgate,  on  the  Hudson, 
in  what  was  then  Greenwich  village,  were  John  Watts,  General  Matthew 
Clarkson,  Isaac  Stoutenburgh,  Thomas  Eddy,  and  John  Murray.  It  was 
opened  in  1797,  but  it  soon  became  too  crowded,  and  in  1816  the  Auburn 
state-prison,  on  a  much  larger  scale,  was  projected;  during  the  same  year 
a  penitentiary  for  persons  convicted  of  minor  offenses  was  built  on  tlie 
East  Eiver  shore  at  Bellevue,  near  the  almshouse ;  in  1826  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  was  built,  and  the  three  buildings  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall. 
About  the  same  time  Newgate  was  sold  and  the  site  for  a  state-prison 
selected  at  Sing  Sing,  with  reference  to  the  employment  of  convicts  in 
working  the  extensive  quarries  of  marble  in  that  vicinity.  This  was 
completed  in  1828.  The  city-prisons,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  offenders 
awaiting  trial,  becoming  inadequate  to  the  demand,  the  Halls  of  Justice, 
better  known  as  Tlie  Tombs,  was  built  upon  the  site  of  the  old  Collect, 
or  Fresh-Water  Pond  —  illustrated  on  a  former  page.  It  was  completed 
in  1838,  covering  a  whole  block  ;  and  it  is  probably  the  purest  specimen 
of  Egyptian  architecture  to  be  found  outside  of  Egypt  itself.  If  it  was 
not  so  unfortunately  located  it  Avould  be  one  of  the  most  imposing  build- 
ings in  the  city ;  but  its  really  grand  proportions  are  dwarfed  almost  into 
insignificance.  It  stands  in  a  hollow,  so  low  that  the  top  of  its  massive 
walls  scarcely  rises  above  the  level  of  Broadway,  only  some  one  hundred 
yards  distant  from  its  western  faQade.  The  granite  was  brought  from 
Maine,  with  the  exception  of  the  stone  of  the  old  Bridewell,  demolished 
about  that  time.  Internally,  The  Tombs  is  rather  a  series  of  buildings 
than  a  single  structure.  There  is  now  a  city  prison  connected  with  each 
police  court — seven  or  more  in  all.  The  only  one,  excepting  The  Tombs, 
having  any  architectural  pretensions  is  the  Jefferson  Market  Prison,  a 
unique  and  handsome  structure  of  irregular  shape,  in  Italian  Gotliic 
style,  situated  on  Sixth  Avenue,  corner  of  Tenth  Street. 
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A  group  of  three  beautiful  and  picturesque  islands  in  the  East  River, 
alongside  the  city,  are  now  occupied  with  the  penal  and  charitable  insti- 
tutions for  which  New  York  is  famous.  To  trace  the  history  of  their 
growth  and  development  would  require  a  volume  by  itself  Blackwell's 
Island,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  was  purchased  by  the  city  in 
1828,  for  fifty  thousand  dollars.  A  heavy  granite  sea-wall,  and  various 
edifices  turreted  and  battlemented  in  the  old  feudal  style,  were  in  due 
course  of  time  constructed  of  stone  quarried  on  the  island  by  the  convicts. 
Gardens  and  attractive  grounds  were  laid  out  and  cultivated,  and  trees 
planted.  There  are  now  upon  the  island  a  penitentiary,  with  inmates 
averaging  about  twelve  hundred,  an  almshouse,  a  correctional  workhouse, 
a  large  charity  hospital  with  accommodations  for  eight  hundred,  a  small- 
pox hospital,  a  blind  asylum,  a  spacious  lunatic  asylum,  and  hospitals 
for  paralytics, 

epileptics,   in-  ,^-t-- 

curables,  and 
the  convales- 
cent, inhabit- 
ed constantly 
by  some  seven 
thousand  per- 
sons, all  under 
the  charge  of 
the  Commis- 
sioners of  Pub- 
lic       Charities  The  Tombs. 

and  Corrections.  Ward's  Island  is  nearly  circular,  and  in  parts  finely 
wooded.  Several  of  its  hospitals  and  asylums  are  large  and  handsome 
structures.  The  Emigrants'  Hospital  receives  the  sick  and  destitute  aliens 
from  the  Old  World,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration, 
created  in  1847.  Randall's  Island,  of  one  hundred  acres,  is  the  site  of 
the  House  of  Refuge,  an  imposing  edifice,  with  mosque-like  turrets, 
erected  in  1854  (the  first  institution  of  the  kind  ever  organized)  ;  and  of 
the  nursery,  children's  hospitals,  asylum  and  school  for  idiots,  and  other 
charities  provided  by  the  city  for  destitute  children.  The  Society  for 
reforming  Juvenile  Delinquents,  an  outgrowth  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Pauperism,  established  the  pioneer  House  of  Refuge  in 
Madison  Square,  with  six  boys  and  three  girls,  in  1825.  When  the  old 
arsenal  was  burned,  in  1839,  the  institution  was  transferred  to  one  of  the 
hospital  buildings  on  tlie  East  River,  where  it  remained  fifteen  years  — 
until  the  new  edifice  on  Randall's  Island  was  completed. 
VOL.  ir.  47 
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The  decade  of  which  this  chapter  treats  was  marked  by  the  foundation 
of  the  great  newspaper  system,  which  has  become  an  engine  of  thought 
more  powerful  than  book-making.  Newspapers  had  long  been  the  most 
appreciated  of  all  human  productions.  But  they  were  not  numerous, 
and  their  circulation  was  limited.  The  New  York  Sun,  projected  by  Ben- 
jamin H.  Day  in  September,  1833,  was  the  first  successful  penny  paper 
in  the  world.  Horace  Greeley,  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Horatio  David 
Shepard  and  Francis  V.  Story,  issued  a  little  penny  sheet  in  January  of 
the  same  year,  which  survived  exactly  three  weeks.  The  Sun  was  made 
up  of  twelve  columns,  each  ten  inches  long ;  it  had  no  editorials,  it  gave 
no  opinions,  commercial  reviews,  financial  reports,  or  stock  sales,  and  it 
made  no  promises.  But  it  helped  to  make  newspaper  readers  ;  and  when 
two  years  old  boasted  a  circulation  of  eight  thousand.  One  cent  continued 
to  be  its  price  for  thirty  years.  The  penny  press  dates  from  the  advent  of 
the  Sun  in  1833,  since  when  upwards  of  one  hundred  one  and  two  cent 
journals  have  been  started  in  New  York  City — although  many  of  them 
had  but  a  brief  existence.  The  New  Ywh  Herald  was  founded  in  1835, 
by  James  Gordon  Bennett,  who  had  been  in  the  city  since  1822,  engaged 
on  various  papers.  He  made  the  science  of  journalism  a  study.  His 
new  sheet  was  independent  of  party,  and  conducted  in  a  manner  so  origi- 
nal and  unexpected  that  the  public  seized  it  with  avidity.  In  1836  he 
raised  the  price  to  two  cents.  There  were  seven  large  morning  papers  at 
this  epoch  called  "  sixpenny  sheets,"  and  four  evening  papers  of  the  same 
character  and  price.  Yet  Bennett  prophesied,  after  carefully  computing 
his  accounts,  "  I  shall  be  enabled  to  carry  into  effect  prodigious  improve- 
ments, and  to  make  the  Herald  the  greatest,  the  best,  and  the  most  profit- 
able paper  that  ever  appeared  in  this  country."  Gerard  Hallock,  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  wrote  of  the  penny  papers  about 
the  same  time,  "  The  number  of  newspaper  readers  is  probably  doubled 
by  their  influence,  and  they  circulate  as  pioneers  among  those  classes  who 
have  suffered  greatly  from  want  of  general  intelligence." 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  founded  in  1827  under  the  auspices  of 
-Arthur  Tappan,  was  the  "blanket  sheet"  of  the  period  chiefly  in  compe- 
tition with  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  — as  far  as  obtaining  fresh  news 
was  concerned.  It  was  purchased  in  1828  by  David  Hale  and  Gerard 
Hallock.  Hale  was  the  son  of  a  Connecticut  divine,  a  tall,  slim,  brusque, 
vigorous  man  of  thirty-six,  who  managed  the  business  and  commercial 
concerns  of  the  enterprise  with  persistent  industry  and  energy.  Hallock 
was  the  son  of  a  Massachusetts  divine,  an  accomplished  linguist  and  gen- 
eral scholar  of  twenty-seven,  who  edited  and  guided  the  general  policy  of 
the  journal.     They  inaugurated  within  a  year  the  famous  news-schooners. 
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to  cruise  at  sea  and  intercept  European  vessels  for  the  latest  intelligence. 
The  Courier  and  Enquirer  immediately  hired  vessels  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  the  races  of  these  squadrons  down  the  bay  were  exciting  in  the 
extreme.  In  1833  Hale  and  Hallock  established  a  horse-express  to 
Philadelphia,  and,  not  to  be  outdone,  the  other  papers  instituted  an  oppo- 
sition express.  An  interview  at  a  later  day  between  Hale  and  Bennett 
was  the  origin  of  the  Associated  Press,  founded  in  1849,  of  which  the 
amiable  and  self-poised  Gerard  Hallock  was  the  president  for  many  years.  ^ 
The  New  York  Express  w^as  ushered  into  existence  in  1836,  under  the 
editorial  direction  of  James  Brooks,  assisted  by  his  brother,  Erastus  Brooks. 
The  first  number  of  the  New  York  Tribune  was  issued  by  Horace  Greeley 
in  1841.  He  had  been  in  New  York  ten  years,  and  for  some  time  had 
edited  the  Netv  Yorker  ;  also  the  Log  Cabin,  a  campaign  journal,  both  of 
which  were  merged  into  the  Tribune,  with  which  his  name  henceforward 
was  completely  identified.  Henry  J.  Eaymond,  who  in  1851  founded  the 
New  York  Times,  became  assistant  editor  of  the  Tribune  at  ten  dollars  a 
week,  and  gained  extraordinary  distinction  as  a  reporter ;  he  was  subse- 
quently on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer.  The  N&w  York 
World  was  of  a  later  date,  making  its  first  appearance  in  June,  1860 ;  and 
in  July,  1861,  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  was  merged  into  this  new  journal. 
There  were  no  Sunday  papers  in  New  York  prior  to  1825.  The  commu- 
nity was  startled  when  the  Sunday  Courier  appeared  one  bright  Sabbath 
morning.  Public  sentiment  rebelled  against  the  innovation,  and  only  three 
or  four  Sunday  papers  were  attempted  during  the  following  ten  years. 
Even  the  Journal  of  Commerce  would  permit  no  work  done  in  the  estab- 
lishment between  twelve  o'clock  Saturday  night  and  twelve  o'clock  Sun- 
day night.  The  religious  press  of  New  York  dates  from  1820,  when  the 
Neiv  York  Observer  was  founded  by  Sidney  E.  Morse,  in  connection  with 
his  brother,  Eichard  C.  Morse,  sons  of  Pvev.  Dr.  Jedediah  Morse,  the  geog- 
rapher. They  were  brothers  of  Professor  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse  of  artistic 
and  telegraphic  fame.  But  few  journals  under  tliis  head  proved  success- 
ful prior  to  1840.  The  Christian  IntelUfjencer,  the  organ  of  the  influential 
and  wealthy  Dutch  Pteformed  Church,  projected  in  1830,  and  ever  since 
holding  a  high  place  among  the  religious  publications  of  the  country,  and 
the  New  York  Evangelist,  founded  about  1833,  "  to  promote  revivals  and 

1  Gerard  Hallock  (born  1800,  died  1869,)  was  the  brother  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William  A. 
Hallock,  (born  1794,  died  1880),  who,  coming  to  New  York,  founded  the  American  Trad 
Society  in  1825,  and  was  its  great  managing  head  for  over  half  a  century.  They  were  sons  of 
the  learned  Rev.  Moses  Hallock  of  Plainfield,  Massachusetts,  who,  in  addition  to  his  pastoral 
duties  taught  a  classical  school  in  his  own  house,  fitting  young  men  for  Williams  College. 
William  Cullen  Bryant  was  a  classmate,  under  this  instruction,  with  the  four  sons  of  the 
clergyman,  two  of  whom  came  to  reside  in  New  York  as  above. 
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missions,  temperance  and  other  reforms,"  ably  conducted  by  Eev.  Joshua 
Leavitt  —  subsequently  of  the  Indejjcndent,  started  as  an  organ  of  the 


nearly  a  score  of  years  afterward —  were 
special  distinction  in  the  city.     Among 
the  Neiv  York  Mirror  took  the  lead,  with 
and  N.  P.  Willis  at  the  helm,  and  such 
per,    Hallock,    Hoffman,    Irving,   Ver- 
of  other  luminaries.     It  was  widely  read 
literary  circles,  and  Willis  facetiously 
of  the  Upper  Ten."     The  Knichcrhocker, 
was  edited  by  the  witty  and  genial  Lewis 
was  absorbed  by  the  New  York  Ameri- 
under  the  editorial  management  of  the 
tile  Charles  King,  brother  of  James  G. 
longed   to  the  strictly  aristocratic  and 
the  metropolis.     Bryant  was  the  editor 
William   L.    iStone  of  the    Commercial 
Watson  Webb  of  the  Coui'icr  and  En- 
Weed  of  the  Albany  Evening  Jonrrial. 
ties  with  more  intense  interest  than  the 
terial  development   of  the   newspaper, 
this  work  preclude  the 
ing  into  its  details.  It 
brary  in  itself.    As  the 
city  grew,  journals  of 
every  class  multiplied, 
until  their  number  has, 
in  1880,  reached  four 
hundred   and    thirty- 
seven.  Of  these,  thirty 
are  issued  daily,  eleven 
semi-weekly,  and  one 
liundred  and    uiuety- 
I'our  weekly. 

The  decade  under 
consideration  was  one 
of  peculiar  intellectual 

Duich  Reformed  Church  in  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Forty-eight  Street.      •.    i-.  AiitllftlshiD 

[In  the  tower  of  this  church  hangs  the  "  Silver-toned  Bell  "  cast  in  Holland,  in  1731,  '  J  •  C 

for  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  in  Nassau  Street.     See  Vol.  I.  524-]  tOOlv  a  frCSh  Start,  pub- 

lishing-houses  expanded  (that  of  the  Harpers  occupied  nine  contiguous 
buildings  when  burned  in  1853),  art  received  higher  recognition  than 


Congregationalists 
all  that  attained  any 
literary  publications 
George  P.  Morris 
contributors  as  Coo- 
planck,  and  a  score 
in  fashionable  and 
called  it  "  the  organ 
commenced  in  1833, 
Gaylord  Clark.  It 
can  in  1845,  a  paper 
brilliant  and  versa- 
King,  which  ha- 
finaucial  circles  of 
of  the  Evening  Po^t, 
Advertiser,  James 
quirer,  and  Thurlow 
No  subject  bris- 
intellectual  and  ma- 
But  the  limits  of 
possibility  of  enter- 
is  sufficient  for  a  li- 
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ever  before,  exbibitious  of  pictures  and  statuary  became  both  lucrative 
and  popular,  while  the  drama  struggled  for  elevation  in  keeping  with  the 
advance  of  public  taste.  "  The  age  is  itself  dramatic,  and  the  dramatic 
spirit  now  more  than  ever  characterizes  the  people,"  wrote  the  critic  of 
the  Mirror  in  1837.^  Four  theatrical  edifices  were  projected  between 
1835  and  1845.  The  one  theater  of  the  early  years  of  the  century  is 
to-day  represented  by  twenty-five,  chiefly  handsome  and  costly  structures. 
The  Italian  Opera  was  introduced  in  1825,  the  most  select  audience  ever 
assembled  within  the  walls  of  the  Park  Theater  greeting  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  famous  Garcia  with  his  troupe.  His  daughter,  afterwards 
Madame  Malibran,  then  only  seventeen,  astonished  and  delighted  New 
York  with  the  wonderful  compass  and  sweetness  of  her  voice.  She 
received  ten  thousand  dollars  for  singing  in  English  Opera  at  the  opening 
of  the  Bowery  Theater  in  1826.  Other  troupes  visited  the  country  from 
time  to  time,  but  the  success  of  the  opera  for  a  long  period  was  not  as- 
sured. George  P.  Morris  wrote  a  play  called  Brier  Cliff,  which  was  pro- 
duced at  the  Chatham  Theater  in  1837,  and  repeated  forty  nights  in 
succession.  In  1842  he  wrote  the  libretto  of  an  opera,  The  Maid  of 
Saxony,  which  was  set  to  music  and  performed  fourteen  nights  in  the 
Park  Theater. 

The  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the  revival  of  Columbia  College 
was  celebrated  in  April,  1837.  An  imposing  procession  of  trustees,  pro- 
fessors, clergymen,  societies,  public  officials,  and  dignitaries  from  univer- 
sities of  other  States,  with  appropriate  costumes  and  banners,  formed  on 
the  college  green  and  marched  through  some  of  the  principal  streets  to 
St.  John's  Church.     The  exercises  were  of  a  marked  and  memorable  char- 

1  In  the  same  issue  of  the  New  York  Mirror  appears  a  list  of  the  poets  of  the  period, 
quoted  from  a  publication  long  since  forgotten,  the  New  York  Book.  The  paragraph  is  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  curious.  "Who  says  that  the  American  people  are  a  mere  money- 
getting,  dollar-saving  people  ?  Who  can  deny,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  are  a  nation  of 
poets,  sons  of  Apollo,  every  one  of  them  ?  Judge  for  yourselves.  Their  names,  as  registered  in 
the  Ncio  York  Book,  are :  Francis  Arden,  John  I.  Bailey,  Robert  Barker,  Ann  E.  Bleecker, 
Anthony  Bleecker,  S.  De  Witt  Bloodgood,  A.  H.  Bogart,  David  S.  Bogart,  Elizabeth  Bogart, 
James  G.  Brooks,  Miss  Mary  E.  Brooks,  A.  L.  Blauvelt,  Willis  G.  Clark  (twin  brother  of 
Lewis  Gaylord  Clark),  Elizabeth  C.  Clinch,  William  Croswell,  Isaac  Clason,  Lucretia  M. 
Davidson,  G.  W.  Doane,  Joseph  Rodman  Drake,  William  Duer,  Elizabeth  F.  Ellet,  Emma  C. 
Embury,  Theodore  S.  Fay,  Margarette  V.  Faugeres,  William  P.  Hawes,  Charles  Fenno 
Hoffman,  Washington  Irving,  John  Innian,  Samuel  Low,  Jonathan  Lawrence,  Jr.,  William 
Leggett,  William  Livingston,  George  P.  Morris,  Jacob  Morton,  Lindley  Mun-ay,  Dr.  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Clement  C.  Moore,  James  Nack,  Rosewell  Park,  James  K.  Paulding,  Edward 
Sanford,  Robert  C.  Sands,  Daniel  Seymour,  Thomas  Slidell,  Alfred  B.  Street,  William  L. 
Stone,  George  D.  Strong,  J.  R.  Sutermeister,  T.  W.  Tucker,  W.  H.  Vining,  J.  B.  Van 
Schaick,  and  Gulian  C.  Verplanck.  The  editor  of  the  New  York  Book  has  accomplished  a 
difficult  task  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  although  several  deserving  names  may  be  found 
among  the  missing." 
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acter.  An  oration  from  Eev.  Dr.  Manton  Eastburn  reviewed  the  history 
of  the  college.  President  William  A.  Duer  conferred  the  honorary  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  upon  William  Cullen  Bryant,  Charles  Fenno  Hoffman, 
and  Fitz-Greene  Halleck ;  of  Doctor  of  Laws  upon  David  B.  Ogden,  John 
Duer,  and  George  Griffin ;  and  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  upon  seven  promi- 
nent clergymen.  The  president's  levee  in  the  evening,  wrote  Willis,  "  was 
one  of  the  most  striking  fetes  New  York  ever  witnessed.  The  picture- 
galleries  and  conservatories  of  half  the  town  were  laid  under  contribution 
to  supply  the  plants,  painting,  and  statuary  with  which  the  corridors  and 
alcoves  of  the  spacious  suite  of  apartments  were  decorated  ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  eminent  literary  and  professional  persons,  mingling  with  the  young 
sprigs  of  fashion  and  grave  political  characters  of  all  parties,  rendered  the 
scene  at  once  novel,  animated,  and  imposing.  Such  reunions  make  the 
halls  of  learning  serve  a  more  beneficent  purpose  than  mere  pupilage  in 
letters."  During  the  next  month  the  new  Gothic  edifice  of  the  University 
was  publicly  dedicated  to  science,  letters,  and  religion,  the  chapel  being 
crowded  with  the  beauty  and  intelligence  of  the  city.  One  of  the  speakers 
took  occasion  to  explain  that  in  opening  the  portals  of  science  to  the  archi- 
tect, engineer,  mechanic,  agriculturist,  and  others  who  wished  "  to  pursue 
one  or  more  special  branches  of  study  without  being  required  to  attend 
upon  the  whole  undergraduate  course,"  the  University  had  no  disposition 
to  disparage  classical  learning.  On  the  contrary,  he  affirmed  that  it  was 
nowhere  more  effectually  imparted  or  more  rigidly  exacted  in  candidates 
for  degrees. 

The  rooms  of  the  upper  story  adjacent  to  the  chapel  on  the  north  side 
were  occupied  by  the  professor  of  the  Literature  of  the  Arts  of  Design, 
Samuel  F.  B.  Morse  —  with  his  pupils  —  who  was  elected  to  this  post 
when  the  institution  was  first  established.  In  September  following  the 
dedication  of  the  building,  having  completed  the  first  crude  telegraphic 
recording  apparatus  in  the  world,  he  exhibited  to  a  select  assemblage  at 
the  University  the  operation  of  his  new  system,  and  demonstrated  beyond 
dispute  his  ability  to  communicate  between  two  points  distant  half  a 
mile  from  each  other.  He  immediately  applied  to  Congress  for  aid 
in  constructing  an  experimental  telegraph  from  Washington  to  Balti- 
more. But  his  project  was  received  coldly,  with  skepticism,  and  even 
with  ridicule. 

Professor  Morse  had  been  a  resident  of  New  York  City  since  1815. 
As  an  artist  he  enjoyed  unusual  social  privileges.  He  went  to  England 
with  Washington  Allston  in  1811,  and  while  abroad  was  the  pupil  of 
West  and  Copley.  He  studied  sculpture  as  well  as  painting,  and  in  1813 
received  from  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  presence  of  the  for- 
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eign  ambassadors,  the  gold  medal  offered  by  tbe  Adelphi  Society  of  Arts 
in  London  for  the  best  single  figure  modeled  within  a  specified  period. 
When  he  first  established  himself  in  New  York  he  was  grieved  to  find 
that  petty  jealousies  and  dissensions  kept  the  artists  apart.  He  made 
it  his  first  business  to 
heal  animosities,  and 
one  evening  invited  the 
artists  to  his  room,  os- 
tensibly to  eat  straw- 
berries and  cream,  but 
really  to  beguile  them 
into  something  like 
agreeable  intercourse. 
He  covered  his  table 
with  prints,  and  scat- 
tered inviting  casts 
about  the  room.  Before 
the  evening  was  spent 
it  was  proposed  and 
unanimously  agreed  to 
meet  in  a  similar  man- 
ner every  week.  This 
was  the  germ  of  the 
National  Academy    of  -         ~^^ 

Design,  of  which  Morse  Professor  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse. 

became  the  first  president  —  was  re-elected  for  sixteen  years and  be- 
fore which  he  delivered  the  first  course  of  lectures  on  Fine  Arts  in  this 
country.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  various  departments  of  science, 
especially  in  chemistry.  It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1832,  while  on  board 
the  Havre  packet  Sidly,  returning  to  America,  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
his  professorship  in  the  University,  that  he  conceived  the  great  invention 
which  won  him  more  honors  of  a  foreign  and  public  kind  than  were  ever 
before  bestowed  upon  an  American.  In  a  casual  conversation  with  some 
of  the  passengers  concerning  the  relation  between  electricity  and  mag- 
netism, a  recent  experiment  in  Paris  was  described.  Electricity  had 
been  instantaneously  transmitted  through  a  wire.  The  idea  that  in  a 
gentle  and  steady  current  of  the  electric  fluid  a  source  existed  of  regular, 
continued,  and  rapid  motions,  which  might  be  applied  to  a  machine  for 
conveying  messages  from  place  to  place,  and  inscribing  them  on  a  tablet,  at 
once  took  possession  of  the  mind  of  Morse.  We  can  almost  see  the  figure 
of  the  illustrious  inventor  as  he  paced  the  deck  full  of  this  thought,  or 
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gazed  dreamily  into  the  sea,  devising  mechanical  contrivances  to  give  it 
expression.  Before  the  packet  reached  New  York  the  essential  features  of 
the  electro-magnetic  transmitting  and  recording  apparatus  were  sketched 
upon  paper.  While  experimenting  in  his  rooms  in  the  New  York  Univer- 
sity, he  met  with  little  sympathy  from  scientists  ;  and  the  public  gener- 
ally presumed  his  brilliant  discovery  would  prove  but  an  ingenious  scien- 
tific pastime.  He  stretched  half  a  mile  of  wire  around  and  around  one 
of  his  apartments,  and  thus  could  exhibit  a  telegraph  in  actual  operation 
in  1835  ;  but  only  in  one  direction  —  until  the  summer  of  1837. 

The  story  of  the  long-bafHed  efforts  and  final  success  of  ]\lorse  is  as 
remarkable  as  any  in  the  annals  of  discovery.  The  lesson  it  teaches  is 
as  old  as  human  genius  and  human  ambition.  Inflexible  perseverance  in 
patient  endeavor  is  essential  to  achievement.  He  sailed  for  Europe,  reso- 
lute, and  undismayed  by  the  coolness  of  Congress,  but  the  governments 
of  the  Old  World  gave  him  no  encouragement,  and  he  returned  to  America 
to  try  again.  He  renewed  his  appeal  to  Congress  year  after  year.  On 
the  last  night  of  the  session  in  March,  1843,  he  left  the  Capitol,  after 
waiting  patiently  through  the  long  day,  thoroughly  disconsolate.  His 
amazement  may  be  imagined  the  next  morning,  to  learn  that  in  the  hurry 
and  confusion  of  the  midnight  hour  the  expiring  Congress  voted  thirty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of  a  telegraph  between  Washington 
and  Baltimore.  He  immediately  commenced  the  work.  At  first  the 
wires,  inclosed  in  lead  pipes,  were  buried  in  the  earth.  One  day,  while 
watching  the  laborers  engaged  in  digging  a  trench  for  the  purpose,  near 
Baltimore,  Morse  sought  refuge  in  a  shed  from  a  violent  thunder-storm, 
exclaiming,  "  The  time  will  come  when  we  shall  have  to  hang  these  wires 
on  poles."  Before  ten  miles  were  accomplished  the  lead  pipes  were 
abandoned  and  the  wires  elevated.  The  completion  of  the  undertaking 
was  announced  in  May,  1844. 

The. notion  of  the  utility  of  electricity  for  imparting  information  did 
not  originate  in  any  one  mind,  any  more  than  that  of  the  moving  of 
ships  by  steam.  But  Morse  combined  and  improved  upon  the  invention 
of  others  to  such  a  degree  that  out  of  sixty  competitors  he  reached  the 
most  desirable  result  for  public  and  private  use.^  At  a  convention  held 
in  1851,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a  uniform  system  of  telegraphing  for 
all  Germany,  that  of  Morse  was  selected.  It  has  superseded  other  sys- 
tems in  nearly  every  country  of  the  world.  The  representatives  of  the 
principal  European  powers,  assembled  at  Paris  in  1857,  presented  Morse 
four  hundred  thousand  francs  as  a  recompense  for  his  invention.  Gold 
medals  of  scientific  merit  were  awarded  him  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria 

1  History,  Theory,  and  Practice  of  the  Electric  Telegraph,  by  George  B.  Prescott,  pp.  57,  58. 
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and  the  King  of  Prussia.  The  Cross  of  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor 
was  conferred  on  him  by  the  Emperor  of  France ;  the  Cross  of  Knight  of 
the  Dannebrog  by  the  King  of  Denmark ;  the  Cross  of  Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Order  of  IsabeUa  the  CathoUc,  by  the  Queen  of  Spain  ;  the 
decorations  of  Knighthood  by  the  King  of  Portugal  and  the  King  of  Italy ; 
and  the  decoration  of  the  Nishan  Iftichur  (the  order  of  glory),  set  in 
diamonds,  from  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  In  addition  to  these  honors  he 
was  elected  member  of  all  the  prominent  European  scientific  and  art 
academies,  as  well  as  those  of  this  country ;  he  was  esteemed  the  most 
illustrious  American  of  his  age.^ 

The  telegraph  companies  of  Great  Britain  gave  him  a  public  banquet 
in  London  in  1856,  and  two  years  later  the  Americans  in  Paris  tendered 
him  a  similar  entertainment.  As  the  years  rolled  on  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  benefits  his  genius  had  conferred  upon  the  human  race  became 
more  and  more  conspicuous,  New  York  City,  the  scene  of  his  long  strug- 
gle to  bring  the  most  wayward  of  the  elements  into  obedience,  united 
with  the  telegraph  fraternity  of  the  United  States  —  June  10,  1871  — 
in  one  of  the  grandest  tributes  of  respect  and  love  ever  accorded  to  a 
living  man.     A  colossal  statue,  erected  in  his  honor,  "  in  the  most  beauti- 

1  Professor  Samuel  J'inley  Breese  Morse  (born  1791,  died  1872)  was  the  eldest  son  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Jedediah  Morse,  the  celebrated  divine  and  geographer  —  died  in  New  Haven,  1826  — 
whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Ann,  daughter  of  Judge  Samuel  and  Eebecca  (Finley)  Breese,  of 
New  York,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Finley,  President  of  Princeton  College. 
Sidney  Breese,  the  father  of  Judge  Samuel  Breese,  was  a  New  York  merchant,  born  in 
Shrewsbury,  Wales  ;  he  had  been  a  warm  partisan  of  the  Pretender,  but  on  the  failure  of  the 
rebellion  entered  the  British  navy,  and  finally,  giving  up  his  commission,  settled  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Pinkethman.  His  epitaph  in  Trinity  Churchyard, 
New  York,  has  been  often  c^uoted  for  its  quaint  humor,  showing  the  man  :  — 

"  SIDNEY   BREESE,  JUNE    8,  1767, 

MADE   BY   HIMSELF. 

HA  !    SIDNEY,    SIDNEY, 

LYEST   THOU   HERE  ? 

I   HERE    LYE 
TILL   TIME    IS   FLOWN 
TO    ITS    EXTREMITY." 

Judge  Samuel  Breese  was  twice  married  :  (2)  to  Elizabeth  Anderson,  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  James  Anderson,  first  pastor  of  the  Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church  (see  Vol.  I.  50,5)  ; 
their  children  who  grew  up  were  :  1 .  Samuel  Sidney  Breese,  married  Helen  Burrows,  and  set- 
tled on  a  large  estate  in  Oneida  County,  New  York  ;  2.  Arthur  Breese,  of  Utica,  married 
Catharine,  daughter  of  Judge  Livingston  of  Ponghkeepsie,  among  whose  children  were  Rear- 
Admiral  Samuel  Livingston  Breese  and  Chief  Justice  Sidney  Breese,  United  States  Senator 
from  Illinois  ;  3.  Susannah  Bayard  Breese,  married  Rev.  Samuel  F.  Snowden,  of  Princeton, 
New  Jersey  ;  4.  Abigail  Breese,  married  Josiah  Salisbury,  of  Boston,  and  had  two  children, 
Professor  Edward  Elbridge  Salisbury  of  New  Haven,  and  Elizabeth  M.,  the  first  wife  of 
President  Theodore  D.  Woolsey  of  New  Haven. 
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ful  of  the  public  grounds  of  the  chief  city  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
to  stand  for  ages,"  was  unveiled  in  his  presence,  the  city  through  the 
Mayor,  and  the  people  of  two  States  through  their  chief  magistrates  — 
the  State  of  his  birth  and  the  State  of  his  ^.doption  —  participating  in  the 
ceremonial ;  while  a  multitude  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  strong  witnessed 
the  spectacle.  Governor  John  T.  Hoffman  said,  "  Thanks  to  Samuel  F.  B. 
Morse,  men  speak  to  one  another  now,  though  separated  by  the  width  of 
the  earth ;  and  we  intend  that,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  men  who  come  after 
us  shall  be  at  no  loss  to  discover  his  name  for  want  of  the  recorded  tes- 
timony of  his  contemporaries."  William  Cullen  Bryant  addressed  the 
assemblage,  saying,  "  We  come  together  on  the  occasion  of  raising  a  statue, 
not  to  buried  but  to  living  merit  —  to  a  great  discoverer  who  yet  sits 
among  us,  a  witness  of  honors  which  are  but  the  first-fruits  of  that  ample 
harvest  which  his  memory  will  gather  in  the  long  season  yet  to  come." 
The  exercises  of  the  day  were  gloriously  concluded  by  a  brilliant  ovation 
in  the  evening  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  presence  of  the  largest  and 
most  intellectual  audience  ever  crowded  within  the  walls  of  the  building. 
Enthusiasm  reached  its  climax  when  the  distinguished  inventor  attached 
his  signature  to  the  telegram :  "  Professor  Morse  sends  greeting  to  those  of 
the  telegraphic  fraternity  throughout  the  world.  Glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
est, peace  and  good  will  to  men  !  "  A  few  moments  later  responses  came 
from  nearly  all  the  cities  of  America,  and  from  Canada,  Havana,  and  other 
distant  places.  After  numerous  speeches,  the  revered  "  Father  of  Tele- 
graphy" made  a  few  brief  and  touching  remarks,  alluding  with  much 
emotion  to  the  demonstrations  of  regard  "  so  unexampled  in  the  history 
of  inventions." 

It  was  his  farewell.  On  the  2d  of  the  following  April  the  whole  civil- 
ized world  was  in  mourning.  By  means  of  the  instrument  which  he  had 
perfected,  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Morse  was  sent  thrilling  beneath  the 
billows  of  the  ocean,  across  the  continents,  eastward,  westward,  and  was 
simultaneously  in  London,  Paris,  Ptome,  Berlin,  St.  Petersburg,  Syria, 
Egypt,  China,  Australia,  and  Japan.  While  all  America  sorrowed,  elo- 
quent words  of  mingled  admiration  and  condolence  flashed  over  the  wires 
from  four  continents  —  even  from  the  gray  old  land  of  the  Pharaohs  and 
from  Hong  Kong.  Never  in  the  history  of  the  nation  had  a  simple  citi- 
zen's memory  met  with  such  wide  heartfelt  respect.  Impressive  funeral 
ceremonies,  in  which  millions  really  participated,  were  conducted  from  the 
Madison  Square  Church  in  New  York  City,  Eev.  Dr.  William  Adams, 
pastor  and  personal  friend  of  the  deceased,  delivering  an  earnest  and  elo- 
quent discourse.  The  pall-bearers  were  John  Adams  Dix,  the  soldier, 
statesman,  and  author ;  Cyrus  W.  Field,  of  Atlantic  Cable  fame ;  Peter 
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Cooper,  the  philanthropist ;  Cambridge  Livingston,  the  veteran  legal 
scholar ;  Charles  Butler,  the  eminent  lawyer  and  railroad  projector ; 
Daniel  Huntington,  the  artist ;  William  Orton,  president  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  ;  and  Ezra  Cornell. 

The  great  political  excitement  of  the  decade  centered  about  the  election 
of  William  Henry  Harrison  to  the  Presidency  in  1840.  Although  Martin 
Van  Buren  came  into  office  with  a  large  majority,  the  people  denied  him 
a  second  term  with  almost  as  strong  an  expression  of  their  new  preference. 
President  Harrison  had  scarcely  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
selected  his  cabinet,  when  he  died,  just  one  month  from  the  day  of  his 
inauguration.  John  Tyler,  the  Vice-President,  succeeded  to  the  Presiden- 
tial Chair.  But  his  administration  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  party  in 
power.  He  was  married  during  his  term  of  office,  the  only  event  of  the 
kind  in  the  history  of  America.  His  bride  was  a  New  York  lady,  de- 
scended from  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island,  and  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  was  performed  in  New  York  City.  He  assumed  a  style  of 
living  too  aristocratic  to  please  the  public  taste,  drove  four  horses,  and 
was  accused  of  a  desire  to  please  his  wife.  The  memory  of  the  six  horses 
attached  to  Washington's  equipage  had  long  since  grown  dim. 

In  New  York,  as  in  almost  every  other  State,  the  Whigs  achieved  a  sig- 
nal triumph  in  1840.  William  H.  Seward,  afterwards  Secretary  of  State, 
was  re-elected  Governor.  During  his  former  administration  the  public 
peace  and  tranquillity  were  severely  disturbed  by  Anti-Ptent  difficulties  in 
the  manor  of  Kensselaerwick.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  late  patroon, 
had  suffered  the  arrearages  of  rent — -merely  nominal,  as  a  handful  of 
wheat  or  a  fat  chicken  per  acre  —  to  remain  uncollected.  His  heirs  now 
demanded  payment.  The  tenants  complained  that  these  semi-feudal  land 
tenures  were  totally  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  refused  to  pay  them.  Armed,  and  disguised  as  Indians,  they 
offered  such  resistance  to  the  civil  officers  that  military  power  was  found 
necessary.  The  disturbance  was  subdued  for  the  time,  but  broke  out 
afresh  in  1844  attracting  wide  attention,  and  the  subject  was  carried  into 
politics,  and  then  into  the  courts.  Finally  the  State  Constitution  of 
1846  abolished  all  feudal  tenures. 

The  city  of  New  York  was  visited  in  1845  by  another  great  conflagra- 
tion, second  only  in  its  ravages  to  the  fire  of  1835.     It  broke  out 

1845. 

in  midsummer,  on  the  19th  of  July,  destroying  three  hundred  and 
forty-five  buildings  in  the  business  part  of  the  city  below  Wall  Street  — 
property  estimated  at  several  millions. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

1845-1880. 
CONCLUDING   CHAPTER. 

Contrasts.  —  Area  of  tiie  City. — The  Harbor  in  1880.  —  Population.  —  Union 
Square.  —  Madison  Square.  —  War  avith  Mexico.  — Discovery  of  Gold  in  Cali- 
fornia. —  The  Astor  Place  Riot.  —  The  Seventh  Regiment.  —  The  Astor  Library. 

—  John  Jacob  Astor.  — The  Crystal  Palace.  —  The  Waddell  Mansion.  —  Murray 
Hill.  —  Glimpse  of  Social  Life.  —  Fifth  Avenue  Residences.  —  The  Churches 
of  New  York.  —  Church  Architecture.  —  Rev.  Dr.  William  Adams. — Sabbath 
Schools  of  the  City  in  1880.  —  Philanthropy.  — Tenement  Houses. — Associa- 
tion for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor.  —  Asylums.  — ■  Hospitals.  —  Five 
Points. —Archibald  Russell.  —  Central  Park.  —  Financial  CpvIsis  of  1857. — 
Police  Riots. — The  Atlantic  Cable.  —  The  Civil  War.  —  Action  of  New  York. 

—  The  Draft  Riot.  —  Academy  of  Design.  —  William  Cullen  Bryant.  —  A.ssas- 
siNATiON  op  Lincoln.  —  Union  League  Club. — Lenox  Library. —Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art. —Museum  of  Natural  History.  —  Cooper  Institute. —Mer- 
chants AND  Public-spirited  Citizens.  —  The  Elevated  Railroads.  —  The  Brook- 
lyn BrIdge.  —  Conclusion. 

THP]  boundary  line  where  history  ceases  and  contemporaneous  record 
begins  has  never  been  drawn  with  absolute  precision.  The  ancient 
historians  rarely  ventured  within  half  a  century  of  their  own  time.  Ma- 
terials for  history  require  curing  with  age.  The  affairs  of  New  York  dur- 
ing the  thirty-five  years  embraced  in  this  chapter  have  widened  into  a 
thousand  channels  of  interest  and  influence,  affecting  the  whole  continent. 
They  are  rich  in  detail,  instructive  in  character,  and  voluminous  in  sub- 
stance. When  faithfully  digested  they  will  form  an  unusually  enter- 
taining volume  in  themselves.  But  the  limits  of  our  present  work  are 
prescribed.  Brief  touches  upon  leading  events,  together  with  a  few  illus- 
trative facts  and  statistics,  will  bring  our  narrative  to  a  close. 

In  tracing  the  varied  fortunes  of  the  rising  city  from  its  birth,  the 
reader  who  has  noted  the  continuity  and  duration  of  mental  influences 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  sympathetic  activity  which  has 
been  so  prolific  in  material  progress.  A  better  combined  array  of  moral 
forces  than  that  which  shaped  the  destiny  of  New  York  we  might  search 
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the  centuries  to  discover.  Society,  by  the  individual  action  of  its  private 
members  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life,  supplies  the  vital  current  which 
creates  and  sustains  prosperity.  Turning  backward  to  the  beginning,  we 
see  a  picturesque  island,  patched  with  forest  and  rock,  three  thousand 
miles  from  civilization.  The  intervening  years  disappear,  as  if  by  mirac- 
ulous magic  —  and  our  eyes  rest  upon  a  great  metropolis  with  its  miles 
and  miles  of  roofs 
and  broken  outline  of 
spires,  towers,  and 
domec,  telling  of  re- 
ligion, art,  and  trade ; 
while  on  either  side, 
as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  the  water-line 
is  fringed  with  a  for- 
est of  masts,  from 
which  float  the  vari- 
colored flags  that  rep- 
resent the  commerce 
of  the  globe.  The  ex- 
treme length  of  the 
city  is  now  sixteen 
miles,  and  its  area 
forty-one  and  one 
half  square  miles.  As 
a  port  of  entry  it  com- 
prises Brooklyn,  Jersey  City,  and  all  the  otlier  municipalities  situated  on 
New  York  Bay  and  the  Hudson  and  East  Rivers  opposite  the  metropolis. 
It  is  estimated  that  sixty  per  cent  of  the  entire  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  carried  on  through  this  port  alone,  the  arrivals  and  de- 
partures of  vessels  numbering  twenty  thousand  annually,  of  which  over 
Ave  thousand  are  steamers.  The  harbor,  eloquent  with  busy  life,  and 
one  of  the  safest,  largest,  and  most  beautiful  in  the  world,  presents  a 
striking  contrast,  as  viewed  from  the  Staten  Island  shore  in  1880,  to  the 
placid  solitude  portrayed  in  our  opening  picture.  Stately  ships  and 
steamers  in  one  endless  procession  are  plowing  waters  then  rippled 
only  by  a  few  bark  canoes ;  while  scores  of  ferry-boats  moving  to 
and  from  the  neighboring  cities  fairly  illustrate  the  idea  of  perpetual 
motion.  The  population  of  New  York,  if  given  on  the  same  principle  as 
that  of  London,  would  hardly  fall  short  of  two  and  one  half  millions,  since 
nearly  as  many  New  Yorkers  dwell  outside  as  within  the  city  limits  ;   a 


View  from  Union  Square,  North. 
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radius  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  from  the  City  Hall  has  become 
almost  a  contiDuous  city,  and  is  virtually  New  York. 

At  the  time  the  magnetic  telegraph  was  first  opened  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  in  1845,  Union  Square  was  becoming  the 
**^^'  fashionable  place  of  residence  for  New  York's  oldest  and  wealthiest 
citizens.  Samuel  B.  Kuggies  had  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient 
in  securing  the  improvements  which  converted  the  open  space  into  an 
elegant  park  ;  and  he  also  presented  the  choice  little  spot  of  land  —  now 
Gramercy  Park  —  to  the  owners  of  sixty  adjoining  lots,  to  induce  the 
erection  of  first-class  dwellings  in  that  locality.  Fourteenth  Street  was 
soon  filled  with  costly  mansions ;  the  equestrian  statue  of  Washington 
was  in  1856  erected  in  the  open  thoroughfare.  But  business  followed, 
making  little  raids  here  and  there,  and  fashion  became  uneasy  and  moved 
on.  The  habitations  once  graced  by  brilliant  assemblages  of  fair  women 
and  brave  men  were  converted  into  furniture  salesrooms  or  milliners' 
shops,  many  of  which  have  recently  been  torn  down  to  make  room  ibr 
elegant  business  structures.  In  1845  but  a  few  scattering  buildings 
were  seen  from  Union  Square,  looking  north.  The  accompanying  sketch 
reveals  the  present  view  from  the  same  point. 

Efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  ten  unsightly  acres  at  the  junction 
of  Broadway  and  Fifth  Avenue  soon  after  the  burning  of  the  House  of 
Eefuge  in  1839.  But  a  little  stream  of  running  water,  forming  a  skating- 
poud  for  boys  in  winter,  was  very  much  in  the  way.  James  Harper,  one  of 
the  famous  Harper  publishers,  was  mayor  of  the  city  from  1844  to  1847, 
and  through  his  influence  measures  were  taken  to  complete  and  beautify 
Madison  Square,  now  the  center  of  the  world  of  amusement  and  fashion. 
When  the  costly  white  marble  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  was  begun  in  1856, 
and  finished  in  1859,  facing  the  square,  the  world  wondered,  as  it  seemed 
quite  too  far  from  the  heart  of  the  city  for  popular  patronage. 

Washington  Irving  returned  from  Spain  in  1846,.  where  he  had  been 
four  years  United  States  minister,  and  Avas  once  more  welcomed  to  his 
native  city  with  enthusiasm.  Charles  Dickens,  in  America  at  the  time 
Irving  departed  on  his  mission,  paid  a  noteworthy  tribute  to  the  good 
sense  of  Americans  in  showing  respect  to  their  own  "  intellectual  celebri- 
ties." In  an  account  of  one  of  President  Tyler's  receptions,  he  wrote : 
"  My  dear  friend  Washington  Irving  was  present  the  last  time  before 
going  abroad.  I  sincerely  believe  that,  in  all  the  madness  of  American 
politics,  few  public  men  would  have  been  so  earnestly,  devotedly,  and 
affectionately  caressed  as  this  most  charming  writer ;  and  I  have  seldom 
respected  a  public  assembly  more  than  I  did  this  eager  throng,  when  I 
saw  them  turning  with  one  mind  from  noisy  orators  and  officers  of  State, 
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and  flocking  with  a  generous  and  honest  impulse  round  the  man  of  quiet 
pursuits ;  proud  in  his  promotion,  as  reflecting  back  upon  their  country, 
and  grateful  to  him  with  their  whole  hearts  for  the  store  of  graceful 
fancies  he  had  poured  out  among  them." 

Meanwhile  New  York  was  sharing  largely  in  the  burdens  of  the  nation. 
War  with  Mexico  was  calling  many  of  her  gallant  sons  into  the  battle- 
field. William  Jenkins  Worth,  in  the  military  service  of  the  Union  for 
a  period  covering  thirty-six  years,  was  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  ]\Iexican 
struggle,  and  a  handsome  monument  was  subsequently  erected  in  his 
honor,  fronting  Madison  Square.^  Philip  Kearny,  a  marvel  of  dash  and 
bravery,  whose  mother  was  the  daughter  of  John  Watts  the  philanthro- 
pist, was  the  first  man  who  entered,  sword  in  hand,  the  San  Antonio  Gate 
of  the  city  of  Mexico,  losing  his  left  arm  in  the  fierce  strife.  In  the 
mean  time  Stephen  Watts  Kearny,  uncle  of  the  former,  had  fought  and 
conquered  the  Mexicans  in  California  and  established  a  provincial  govern- 
ment, assuming  command  as  governor  March  1,  1847.  The  difficulty 
with  Mexico  grew  out  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  in 
1845,  as  did  the  election  of  James  K.  Polk  to  the  Presidency.  The  tri- 
umphant conclusion  of  the  Mexican  War  resulted  in  the  cession  of  New 
Mexico  and  California  to  the  United  States  in  February,  1848.  During 
the  same  month  gold  was  discovered  in  California,  and  people  flocked 
there  from  Mexico,  South  America,  Europe,  and  Asia,  as  well  as  the 
United  States.  In  three  years  the  new  State  had  a  mixed  population  of 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  energetic,  adventurous,  reckless  beings,  capable 
of  almost  any  crime  in  their  mad  pursuit  of  the  shining  dust.  Xew 
York  quivered  with  excitement.  Visions  of  sudden  wealth  dazzled  the 
imagination.  Men  left  their  business  of  all  kinds  and  started  on  long, 
perilous  overland  journeys  to  the  land  of  promise ;  others  went  by  sea 
around  Cape  Horn  in  the  famous  swift-sailing  clippers.  Hundreds  of  fami- 
lies were  left  without  fathers,  husbands,  and  brothers  for  an  indefinite 
period.  Many  fortunes  were  made.  In  subsequent  efforts  to  develop 
the  resources  of  California  other  than  gold,  to  construct  society,  and  chris- 
tianize the  heterogeneous  community.  New  York  contributed  many  lead- 
ing minds.  Since  1853  Eev.  Dr.  William  Ingraham  Kip,  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  earliest  New  York  settlers,  and  the  distinguished  representative 
of  a  family  noted  in  every  generation  since  1635  for  mental  vigor  and 
strong  character,  has  been  Episcopal  Bishop  of  California.     Leland  Stan- 

1  General  William  Jenkins  Worth,  born  at  Hudson,  New  York,  1794,  died  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  1849,  served  with  distinction  in  the  Florida  War,  from  1840  to  1842,  and  in  the 
Mexican  War  from  1846  to  1848.  He  was  engaged  in  the  capture  of  Monterey  and  Vera  Cruz, 
in  the  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Churubusco,  Molino  del  Eey,  Chapultepec,  and  the  assault  and 
capture  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  13th  and  14th  of  September,  1847. 
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ford,  foremost  in  pushing  the  great  Pacific  Eailway  across  the  continent, 
the  grandest  enterprise  of  the  age,  and  governor  of  California  from  1862 
to  1864,  was  also  a  New  Yorker. 

The  o-old-seekers,  in  their  hurried  flight  from  New  York,  divided  public 
attention  with  the  notable  Astor  Place  Riot  in  the  spring  of  1849.     Wil- 
liam Charles  Macready,  the  English  actor,  was  on  a  farewell  visit 
^**^'  to  the  United  States.    Edwin  Eorrest,  the  American  tragedian,  had 
not  been  well  received  in  England,  some  years  before,  owing  to  the  alleged 
influence  of  Macready,  and  being  extremely  popular  with  a  certain  order 
of  people  in  New  York,  it  w\as  comparatively  easy  to  incite  the  spirit  of 
retaliation.     A  mob  collected  in  Astor  Place  to  drive  Macready  from  the 
stage  during  the  performance  of  Macbeth.     The  house  was  filled 
^^^  ^"'  with  one  of  New  York's  best  audiences ;  but  disaffected  persons  were 
scattered  through  the  building,  and  no  sooner  did  Macready  appear  upon 
the  stage  than  he  was  greeted  with  hisses,  and  a  shower  of  chairs,  eggs, 
and  other  missiles.     The  utmost  confusion  and  terror  prevailed,  many 
ladies  crept  under  the  seats  for  safety,  the  police  made  a  few  arrests,  order 
was  temporarily  restored,  and  the  play  proceeded.     Meanwhile  the  mob 
outside  numbered  twenty  thousand,  composed  of  the  very  dregs  of  the 
city,  with  piles  of  paving-stones,  where  the  street  sewers  were   being 
repaired,  for  deadly  weapons  of  warfare.     Three  hundred  police  were 
driven  back,  after  a  gallant  struggle  to  disperse  the   rioters.     Violent 
attempts  of  the  angry  multitude  to  force  the  entrances  of  the  Opera 
House  were  unsuccessful ;  doors  and  windows,  hurriedly  barricaded,  were 
assailed  with  terrible  fury,  some  of  the  paving-stones  passing  through  the 
glass  and  lighting  in  the  midst  of  the  audience.     At  nine  o'clock  the  gal- 
lant Seventh  Regiment,  in  response  to  a  summons  from  the  civil  authorities, 
appeared  in  Astor  Place,  preceded  by  mounted  men,  ten  abreast.^     The 
stones  of  the  mob  rendered  the  horses  unmanageable,  and  the  infantry 

1  History  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  National  Gtiard,  by  AVilliaiii  Swintoii,  pp.  14,  15,  16. 
The  origin  of  the  name,  National  Guard,  by  which  for  many  years  the  gaUant  Seventh  Regi- 
ment was  exclusively  known,  is  associated  with  a  historic  event  of  singular  interest.  During 
the  militaiy  parade  at  the  reception  of  Lafayette  in  1824,  some  of  the  officers  of  this  regi- 
ment were  discussing  a  contemplated  independent  battalion,  and  paused  for  a  suitable  name. 
Lafayette's  connection  with  the  Paris  National  Guard  furnished  the  suggestion,  and  John  p. 
"Wilson  asked  why  "  National  Guard  "  would  not  be  appropriate.  It  would  be  a  pleasure,  if 
space  permitted,  to  record  the  successive  steps  by  which  this  famous  organization  laid  the 
broad  basis  of  its  historic  fame.  It  first  paraded  as  a  regiment  May  31,  1826,  to  receive  an 
elegant  stand  of  colors  from  Mayor  Philip  Hone,  "in  presence  of  a  brilliant  assemblage."  It 
was  first  called  into  the  service  of  quelling  riots  in  1834.  But  its  national  prestige  dates  from 
the  eventful  night  of  the  Astor  Place  riot ;  no  honors  of  city  or  citizen  were  thought  too  high 
to  be  paid  to  these  trustworthy  guardians  of  law  and  order,  and  "  its  courage,  promptness, 
discipline,  and  steadiness  were  long  the  theme  of  conversation." 
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marcliing  in  column  of  platoons,  was  obliged  to  face  the  terrible  volley 
of  stones,  but  preserved  its  magnificent  discipline  under  the  trying  ordeal; 
it  passed  through  Astor  Place  to  Third  Avenue,  turned  and  cleared  Eighth 
Street,  throwing  a  guard  of  police  across  at  each  end,  and  moved  a  second 
time  through  Broadway  into  Astor  Place,  forming  a  line  in  front  of  the 
theater.  At  this  juncture  howls  and  cries  rendered  the  night-air  hideous  ; 
many  persons  had  been  injured  by  the  stones,  some  killed,  and  all  efforts 
to  appease  the  infuriated  mob  had  proved  fruitless ;  thus  authority  was 
given  to  fire.  The  first  volley  was  purposely  aimed  high,  but  not  the 
second.  It  told  with  fatal  certainty ;  and,  pressing  hard  upon  the  flying 
mob,  tlie  troops  soon  cleared  Astor  Place  of  rioters  —  who  rallied  and 
returned  to  the  attack,  but  a  third  volley  scattered  them  completely,  and 
ended  the  Astor  Place  Eiot.  The  next  day  the  city  was  very  disorderly, 
but  the  military  remained  on  duty  —  even  for  three  days.  Twenty  of 
the  rioters  were  believed  to  have  been  killed,  and  fifty  or  sixty  wounded. 
Of  the  Seventh  Eegiment  one  hundred  and  fifty  officers  and  men  were 
seriously  injured  by  the  stones,  of  whom  seventy  were  carried  to  their 
homes  —  but  subsequently  recovered.  Judge  Robert  Emmet,  son  of  the 
great  lawyer,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  assisted  Macready  to  escape  from  the 
Opera  House,  and  secreted  him  in  his  own  dwelling  in  Clinton  Place  for 
two  days  and  nights,  then  drove  him  disguised,  in  his  own  carriage,  to  New 
Eochelle,  and  thence  to  Boston,  whence  he  sailed  for  England. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  of  1849  Governor  Hamilton  Fish 
called  attention  to  the  liberal  bequest  by  John  Jacob  Astor  of  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  foundation  and  perpetual  support 
of  a  free  public  library  in  the  city  of  ISTew  York,  and  recommended  the 
necessary  legislation  for  giving  validity  to  the  munificent  donation.  John 
Jacob  Astor,  whose  business  career  in  New  York  City  extended  over  up- 
wards of  half  a  century,  died  March  29,  1848.^     He  was  twenty  years  of 

1  John  Jacob  Astor  (born  1763,  died  1848)  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Adam  Todd,  first 
cousin  of  the  wife  of  Henry  Brevoort.  Children  :  1.  Magdalen,  married  Governor  Bentzen  of 
Santa  Cruz,  (2)  Rev.  John  Bristed,  whose  sons  were  Charles  Astor  Bristed  —  married  Laura 
"W.,  daughter  of  Henry  Brevoort  —  and  John  J.  A.  Bristed  ;  2.  William  B.,  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  General  John  and  Alida  Livingston  Armstrong,  and  granddaughter  of 
Judge  Robert  R.  Livingston,  of  Clermont  ;  3.  Henry  ;  4.  Dorothea,  married  Walter  Langdon  ; 
5.  Eliza,  married  Count  Vincent  Rumpff,  of  Switzerland  ;  6.  John  Jacob. 

Children  of  William  B.  and  Margaret  Armstrong  Astor  :  1.  Emily,  married  Samuel  Ward, 
of  Washington,  whose  daughter,  Margaret  A.,  married  Hon.  John  Winthrop  Chauler  ; 
2.  John  Jacob,  married  Augusta,  daughter  of  Thomas  S.  Gibbes,  whose  son  William  W.,  mem- 
ber of  Assembly  and  State  senator,  married  Mary  Paul,  of  Philadelphia  ;  3.  Alida,  married 
John  Carey  ;  4.  Laura  E.,  married  Franklin  Delano  ;  5.  William  Astor,  married  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Schermerhorn,  and  has  four  daughters  and  one  son  —  three  of  the 
former  marrying  respectively,  James  Van  Allen,  James  R.  Roosevelt,  and  J.  Coleman  Drayton. 

Children  of  Walter  and  Dorothea  Astor  Langdon  :  1.  Sarah  A.,  married  Francis  R.  Boreel, 
VOL.  II.  48 
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age  when  he  first  entered  the  metropolis  in  1783,  the  same  year  that 
peace  was  established  between  England  and  America.  A  few  years  spent 
in  London  had  opened  his  eyes  to  a  mine  of  wealth  in  the  American  fnr 
traffic.  He  began  on  a  small  scale,  independent  of  capital,  connections, 
or  influence,  and  through  his  own  masterly  perceptions  and  force  of 
character  became  the  richest  man  of  his  time  in  the  United  States.  He 
journeyed  through  the  woods  to  the  distant  frontiers  of  the  country, 
establishing  fur  stations  along  the  borders  of  Canada  and  the  region  of 
the  Great  Lakes,  soon  employing  his  own  vessels  in  shipping  furs  to 
Europe,  with  large  profits  on  both  the  outward  and  return  cargoes  ;  as 
early  as  1800  he  possessed  a  large  fortune.  He  subsequently  extended 
a  line  of  trading-posts  across  the  continent  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,, 
sending  ships  around  Cape  Horn  to  take  possession  of  the  region  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  Kiver,  and  thus  open  a  direct  exchange  with 
China.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  a  confidential  agent  to  St.  Petersburg 
to  negotiate  a  system  of  trade  with  the  Russian  posts  on  the  Pacific.  This 
gigantic  scheme  had  a  broader  basis  than  mere  individual  profit.  He 
counted  upon  extending  the  bounds  of  empire  —  expecting  his  colony  in 
Astoria  would  develop  into  a  great  emporium  of  commerce,  that,  carrying 
the  American  population  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  would  animate  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  with  civilization.  But  for  the  War  of  1812  his  dream 
would  doubtless  have  been  realized.  Meanwhile  his  investments  in  city 
real  estate  doubled  and  trebled  on  his  hands.     His  wealth  increased  in 

Chamberlain  to  the  King  of  Holland,  of  whose  children,  William  W.  A.  married  Mary 
Emilie,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Milbanke,  Bart. ;  Eliza  D.  married  Adolph  James  Charles, 
Baron  de  Pallaudt ;  and  Sophy  R.  married  Otto  Frederic,  Baron  Groenince;  2.  John  Langdou; 
3.  Eliza  Langdon,  married  Matthew  Wilks  of  Cruickston  Park,  Canada  ;  4.  Louisa  D.,  married 
De  Lancey  Kane,  whose  children  are  Walter  L.  Kane,  married  Miss  Hunter  of  Newport, 
De  Lancey  A.  Kane,  married  Eleanora  F.,  daughter  of  Adrian  Iselin,  S.  Nicholson  Kane,  John  L 
Kane,  married  Annie  Schermerhorn,  Louisa  L.  Kane,  Emily  A.  Kane,  married  Augustus  Jay, 
Sibyl  Kane,  and  Woodbury  Kane ;  5.  Walter  Langdon,  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Charles 
Ludlow  Livingston  ;  6.  Woodbury  Langdon,  married  Helen,  daughter  of  Isaac  Colford  Jones  ; 
7.  Cecilia  Langdon,  married  M.  de  Nottbeck,  Prussian  Consul  ;  8.  Eugene  Langdon,  married 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Rawlins  Lowndes,  who  after  his  death  married  Philip  Schuyler. 

Abraham  Schermerhorn,  the  father  of  Mrs.  William  Astor,  was  the  third  son  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  Bussing  Scliermeriiorn,  descended  from  Jacob  Janse  Schermerhorn,  who  settled  in 
New  York  in  1636.  The  grandmother  of  Peter  was  Maria  Beekman,  granddaughter  of  the 
famous  William  Beekman,  founder  of  the  Beekman  family  in  New  York.  Abraham  married 
Helen,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Ann  Van  Cortlandt  White.  Their  children  :  1.  Henry  White 
Schermerhorn  ;  2.  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt  Schermerhorn,  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  Hon. 
James  A.  Bayard  ;  3.  Elizabeth  Schermerhorn,  married  James  L  Jones ;  4.  Ann  W.  Scher- 
merhorn, married  Charles  Suydam  ;  Helen  Schermerhorn,  married  John  Treat  Irving  ;. 
5.  Catharine,  married  Benjamin  Welles  ;  6.  Caroline,  married  William  Astor.  John  P. 
Schermerhorn,  brother  of  Abraham,  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  General  Ebenezer  Stevens  ;. 
Jane  Schermerhorn,  sister  of  John  and  Abraham,  married  Rev.  William  Creighton,  S.  T.  D. 
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similar  ratio  to  the  growth  of  New  York ;  and  his  liberality  was  princely. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  his  features  bearing  the  stamp 
of  intelligent  sagacity,  and  of  commanding  and  pleasing  address.  He 
drew  about  him  such  eminent  and  scholarly  men  as  Washington  Irving, 
James  G.  King,  Fitz-Greene  Halleck,  Henry  Brevoort,  Samuel  Ward, 
Samuel  B.  Euggles,  Daniel  Lord,  and  Joseph  G.  Cogswell,  the  learned 
editor  of  the  New  York  Beview.  Thus  he  was  ably  assisted  in  planning 
the  great  free  library  with  which  his  name  is  identified.  These  gentle- 
men were  appointed  trustees  to  carry  out  his  intentions,  together  with 
his  son,  William  B.  Astor,  his  grandson,  Charles  Astor  Bristed,  and  the 
mayor  of  the  city  and  chancellor  of  the  State  ex-qfficiis. 

The  site  of  the  Astor  Library,  in  Lafayette  Place,  cost  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  The  edifice,  fashioned  after  the  royal  palaces  in  Flor- 
ence, was  completed  in  1853.  Washington  Irving  was  president 
of  the  trustees,  and  Dr.  Cogswell  the  superintendent  of  the  new 
institution.  The  latter  visited  all  the  book-marts  of  Europe,  spending 
several  years  in  the  labor  of  selecting  the  works  wliich  make  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  library  so  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  scholars, 
investigators,  and  scientists,  and  to  the  pursuit  of  exact  knowledge 
in  all  the  arts  —  and  few  educated  men  of  any  age  or  country  could 
have  executed  the  responsible  trust  with  more  taste,  skill,  and  wisdom. 
William  B.  Astor  subsequently  made  munificent  donations,  enlarging  the 
edifice  and  increasing  the  books ;  and  his  son,  John  Jacob  Astor,  has 
recently  contributed  further  additions.  The  value  of  the  building  and 
contents,  and  the  funds  of  the  library,  in  1880,  amount  to  over  one 
million  dollars.  The  books  upon  the  shelves  number  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand.  The  library  is  accessible  to  the  whole  community,  and  to 
visitors  from  every  part  of  America  or  the  world,  without  fee  or  ceremony, 
except  the  requisite  age.  Its  treasures  benefit  from  fifty  to  sixty  thou- 
sand readers  annually,  and  not  less  than  seven  thousand  are  permitted  to 
study  in  its  alcoves.  The  class  of  books  in  demand  reveals  the  wide 
range  the  New  York  mind  is  taking  in  thought  and  research.  The  edu- 
cational influence  of  the  library  is  better  appreciated  by  remembering 
that  it  contains  no  light  or  ephemeral  books ;  all  are  for  reference  and 
consultation,  to  be  read  within  its  walls,  and  as  far  as  practicable  are  of 
permanent  value. 

In  the  summer  of  1853  New  York  was  stirred  as  never  before  by  the 
opening  of  the  World's  Fair  in  tlie  beautiful  Crystal  Palace  erected 
on  Murray  Hill,  in  the  square  adjoining  the  reservoir.     Far  back 
into  the  country  the  thrill  of  this  splendid  novelty  was  felt,  and  every- 
body visited  the  city  and  the  exhibition  who  could  rally  tlie  means  for  a 
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journey.  The  hotels  were  flooded  with  silk  and  broadcloth  from  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  tlie  streets  and  avenues  were  thronged  with  eager  mul- 
titudes from  sober  villages,  farm-houses,  and  log-huts.  The  collection  of 
sculpture,  the  largest  and  best  America  had  ever  seen,  was  the  chief  cen- 
ter of  attraction  for  all  classes.  "  We  grow  sculptors  as  naturally  as  we 
grow  Indian  corn,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  a  taste  for  their  works  should 
be  indigenous,"  wrote  one  of  the  editors  of  the  day.  "  What  refinino-  in- 
fluences have  already  gone  out  from  the  creations  of  the  chisel  here  ex- 
hibited can  only  be  guessed.  The  picture-gallery,  so  full  of  wonder  and 
delight,  has  also  revealed  a  sixth  sense  to  many  a  fascinated  eve  and 
heart.     Indeed,   we  could  hardly  be  persuaded  that  Qxerj  day  in  the 


The  Waddell  Mansion,  Murray  Hill. 

[With  view  of  wheatfield  in  the  grounds,  about  1847.] 

Crystal  Palace  does  not  see  the  dawn  of  thought  that  will  yet  shine  out 
over  the  land  in  modes  of  beauty  and  benefit." 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  "  House  of  Glass,"  with,  its  bewildering  dome, 
and  broad  galleries  filled  with  the  choice  productions  of  all  nations,  stood 
for  some  years  a  handsome  specimen  of  domestic  architecture  built 
about  1845  by  Coventry  Waddell,  who  held  for  a  long  time  a  confidential 
position  in  the  State  Department  at  Washington.  The  mansion  was  a 
famous  social  center,  although  at  the  period  of  its  erection  Fifth  Avenue 
above  Madison  Square  was  little  more  than  a  common  road,  and  the  old 
farm  fences  were  visible  on  all  sides.     Mrs.  Waddell  accompanied  her 
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husband  when  he  went  to  conclude  the  purchase  of  the  site  of  his  dwell- 
ing, and  sat  under  an  apple-tree  looking  down  upon  the  city  in  the  dis- 
tance while  he  was  in  conference  with  the  owner  of  the  lots.  The  place 
when  improved  was  called  a  suburban  villa ;  its  grounds,  beautified  with 
taste,  covered  the  whole  square  between  Thirty-seventh  and  Thirty-eighth 
streets.  A  field  of  wheat  was  cultivated  in  the  inclosure  after  the  house 
was  built,  from  which  a  barrel  of  flour  was  made.  When  Fifth  Avenue 
was  graded  the  edifice  was  rendered  still  more  imposing  and  picturesque 
by  its  elevated  position.  A  writer  in  Putnam's  Monthly,  March,  1854, 
says  :  "  It  is  remarkable  for  being  inclosed  in  its  own  garden  ground,  as 
high  as  the  original  level  of  the  island,  and  descends  by  sloping  grass- 
banks  to  the  street."  It  was  furnished  in  a  style  of  costly  elegance,  and 
a  large  conservatory  and  picture-gallery  were  among  its  attractions. 
From  its  broad  marble  hall  a  winding  staircase  led  to  the  tower,  from 
which  a  charming  view  was  obtained  of  both  the  East  and  Hudson  rivers, 
the  intervening  semi-rural  landscape,  and  the  approaching  city.  It  was 
the  scene  of  many  notable  entertainments,  Mrs.  Waddell  being  a  leader 
in  society.  "  It  was  said  that  at  her  parties  one  might  always  be  sure  of 
meeting  any  really  worthy  celebrity,  American  or  foreign."  ^  Fancy  dress 
balls  were  in  vogue  at  the  period  ;  one  given  by  Mrs.  Schermerhorn,  at 
her  residence  in  Great  Jones  Street,  required  all  the  guests  to  appear  in 
the  style  of  dress  worn  at  the  French  court  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XV. 
Some  idea  of  the  brilliancy  of  the  affair  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that 
the  costumes  alone  cost  between  forty  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
jewelry  worn  on  the  occasion  was  worth  half  a  million.  The  newspapers 
of  the  day  describe  a  similar  fete  given  at  the  Waddell  mansion :  "  We 
noticed  present  a  greater  array  of  city  fashionables  than  we  have  seen 
gathered  before  this  season ;  the  hostess  and  the  flowers  (the  beautiful 
conservatory  was  thrown  open),  the  bay  windows,  the  winding  stairways 
through  the  towers,  the  oriels,  the  corbels,  the  tapestries,  the  supper,  the 
music,  and  the  ball,  the  gathering  of  beauty,  and  the  concourse  of  gallant 
knights  could  not  be  surpassed." 

The  march  of  brown  stone  speedily  obliterated  all  traces  of  the  beauti- 
ful villa,  and  upon  its  site  was  erected  the  massive  sanctuary  of  the  old 

1  Coventry  WacUlell,  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  Daubeny  Waddell  (see  p.  157^  married 
Charlotte  Augusta,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Southwick,  of  New  York  City,  and  granddaughter 
of  Worthington  Ely,  whose  fother.  Dr.  John  Ely,  married  Sarah  AVorthington,  a  great 
beauty,  sister  to  the  mother  of  Governor  John  Cotton  Smith.  The  Worthingtons  were  de- 
scended from  Hugh  Worthington,  who  held  the  lordship  of  Worthington  under  Edward  IV. 
in  1474.  The  Elys  settled  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  about  1660,  and  the  family  has  ever  since 
been  one  of  influence,  many  of  its  branches  being  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  New 
York,  not  least  of  whom  is  our  recent  mayor.  Smith  Ely.  Fi-om  Sarah  Worthington  also 
descended  Samuel  Goodrich,  the  famous  "  Peter  Farley  "  of  history. 
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Brick  Church  organization.  The  rapid  improvements  in  Fifth  Avenue 
above  Madison  Square  date  from  the  completion  of  the  Madison  Square 
Presbyterian  Church  in  1854 — an  offshoot  from  the  Broome  Street  Church. 
Fifth  Avenue  is  now  an  almost  unbroken  line  of  architectural  beauty  for 
full  four  miles  ;  and  there  is  probably  no  street  in  the  world  wherein  are 
more  elegant  and  imposing  private  residences,  furnished  with  princely 
magnificence,  or  more  exquisite  collections  of  those  trifles  of  art  and  taste 
which  bespeak  a  high  order  of  cultivation.  Madison  Avenue,  beginning 
at  the  Square,  started  off  about  the  same  time  on  a  race  with  its  rival, 
and  for  some  two  miles  is  by  no  means  outdone  by  Fifth  Avenue  in  the 
costliness  of  its  fashionable  dwellings,  churches,  and  club-houses. 

The  multiplication  of  churches  in  New  York  is  a  theme  for  the  stu- 
dent. The  number,  in  1880,  is  four  hundred  and  ninety-two,  including 
chapels  and  missions.  Eighty-three  of  these  are  of  the  Episcopal  denomi- 
nation, seventy-six  are  Presbyterian,  twenty-eight  are  Dutch  Pteformed, 
forty-six  are  Baptist,  sixty-six  are  Methodist,  twenty-two  are  Lutheran, 
eight  are  Congregational,  two  are  Moravian,  five  are  Friends,  six  are 
Universalist,  three  are  Unitarian,  fifty-six  are  Ptoman  Catholic,  twenty- 
five  are  Jews,  one  is  Greek,  sixteen  are  undenominational,  twelve  are 
independent  missions,  and  thirty-seven  are  classed  as  miscellaneous. 
There  are  also  societies  of  Spiritualists,  Free-Thinkers,  and  Infidels, 
who  hold  meetings  from  week  to  week  in  various  halls  throughout  the 
city. 

One  or  two  examples  of  church  architecture  will  illustrate  the  contrast 
of  the  present  with  that  of  the  Colonial  period,  which  is  as  marked  as  the 
wonderful  increase  of  church  edifices.  Nearly  every  style  and  combina- 
tion of  style  appears  in  New  York.  Yet  rarely  do  we  find  a  model  bor- 
rowed bodily  from  a  foreign  land.  Independence  of  thought  has  led  to 
the  rejection  of  many  architectural  features  and  the  substitution  of  others, 
freshly  drawn  from  the  inspiration  of  the  surroundings  or  suggested  by  a 
sense  of  local  fitness.  The  handsomest  specimen  of  Gothic  architecture 
is  Trinity  Church,  the  third  edifice  upon  the  same  site  —  overlooking 
Wall  Street.  It  was  finished  in  1846.  The  altar,  eleven  feet  long,  is 
divided  into  panels,  the  one  in  the  center  bearing  a  Maltese  cross  in 
mosaic  set  with  cameos,  and  the  symbols  of  the  Evangelists ;  the  reredos 
occupies  nearly  the  whole  width  of  the  chancel,  and  is  about  twenty-four 
feet  high ;  both  were  erected  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  William  B.  Astor, 
by  his  sons.  The  churchyard  which  surrounds  the  structure  is  to  the  New 
York  heart  an  endearing  memorial  of  the  varied  and  interesting  elements 
of  character  which  have  contributed  to  the  present  greatness  of  the  city. 
St.  Patrick's  Cathedral  in  Fifth  Avenue,  occupying  the  entire  front  of  the 
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block  between  Fiftieth  and  Fifty-first  streets,  is  the  most  magnificent 
ecclesiastical  building  iu  the  New  World.  It  was  projected  by  Arch- 
bishop Hughes  about  1850,  and  the  plans  were  drawn  by  James  Renwick. 
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dollars.  To  the  casual  observer,  the  church  architecture  of  New  York, 
in  hundreds  of  instances,  is  impressive  in  its  costliness  and  massive- 
ness.  To  the  artist,  it  has  become  a  unique  and  interesting  study. 
Suffcrestions  of  Italian  Renaissance,  of  Romanesque,  Norman,  and  Byzan- 
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tine,  are  by  no  means  rare.  Grace  Church  in  Broadway,  at  Tenth  Street, 
completed  in  1845,  is  an  elegant  Gothic  structure  of  white  granite ;  it 
has  two  fine  organs  connected  by  electric  machinery,  the  gift  of  Miss 
Catharine  L.  Wolfe  —  as  was  also  the  recently  erected  reredos  —  who  is 
said  to  be  the  richest  single  woman  in  America.  The  interior  decorations 
of  St.  Thomas  Church,  in  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Fifty-third  Street,  sug- 
gest early  Italian  art,  and  are  full  of  pleasing  effects  and  colors.  The 
chimes  in  the  steeple  of  this  church  rival  those  of  Trinity  and  Grace 
churches.  In  the  second  block  above  St.  Thomas,  in  Fifth  Avenue,  stands 
the  new  Presbyterian  Church,  known  as  Dr.  Hall's,  a  simple  but  singu- 
larly graceful  adaptation  of  the  French  Gothic.  The  Dutch  Pteformed 
Church  in  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Forty-eighth  Street,  in  the  steeple  of 
which  hangs  the  "  silver-toned  bell "  cast  in  Holland  for  the  old  JMiddle 
Dutch  Church,  in  Nassau  Street,  is  an  exceptionally  fine  specimen  of 
Gothic  architecture  in  brown  stone.  Eepresenting  one  of  the  earliest 
churches  in  the  city,  it  is  peculiarly  illustrative  of  the  changes  wrought 
by  the  march  of  time. 

The  final  service  in  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  occurred  in  1844,  on  the 
Sunday  evening  prior  to  its  occupation  by  the  United  States  Government 
as  a  city  post-office.  The  senior  pastor.  Rev.  Dr.  John  Knox,  assisted  by 
Eev.  Dr.  Thomas  De  Witt,  conducted  the  exercises.  The  old  historical 
edifice  was  thronged  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  many  tears  fell  when 
the  benediction  was  pronounced  in  the  Dutch  language.  An  elegant 
structure  had  been  erected  in  Lafayette  Place  in  1839,  based  in  its  design 
upon  ancient  examples  of  Grecian  architecture.  Another  church  edifice 
was  projected  in  1851,  in  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Twenty-ninth  Street, 
and  dedicated  in  October,  1854,  two  months  prior  to  the  dedication  of  the 
Madison  Square  Church.  Ptev.  Dr.  De  Witt  was  settled  in  the  ministry 
of  the  Collegiate  Churches  in  1827,  Eev.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye  in 
1839,  and  Eev.  Dr.  Talbot  W.  Chambers  in  1849,  each 'of  whom  were 
gifted  and  influential,  and  not  only  secured  the  love  and  confidence  of 
their  people,  but  of  the  whole  community.  The  beautiful  white  marble  ■ 
edifice  in  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Twenty-first  Street,  arose  from  the 
ashes  of  the  old  Garden  Street  Church,  as  did  the  noble  structure  in 
Washington  Square. 

The  pulpits  of  the  various  denominations  have  been  filled  by  a  long 
catalogue  of  eminent  divines,  distinguished  for  learning,  eloquence,  varied 
accomplishments,  and  piety.  In  no  city  have  able  preachers  of  the 
gospel  commanded  more  genuine  appreciation,  or  remained  longer  in  one 
pastorate.  The  late  Eev.  Dr.  William  Adams,  the  leading  clergyman  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  became  the  pastor  of  the  Broome  Street  Church 
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in  1834,  and  of  the  Madison  Square  Church,  built  by  his  people,  nine- 
teen years  later.  For  nearly  half  a  century,  in  the  pulpit,  on  the  plat- 
form, in  popular  assemblies,  in  refined  and  brilliant  social  circles,  in 
private  conferences  on  matters  of  critical  moment,  and  in  the  high  coun- 
sels of  the  church,  his  magnetic  voice  commanded  admiring  attention.  He 
was  of  fine  personal  ap- 
pearance, tall,  gracefrJ, 
dignified.,  courtly,  with 
a  calm  scholarly  brow, 
clear  penetrating  eye, 
firmly  set  but  delicately 
chiseled  lips,  a  sweet 
smile,  and  a  light  elas- 
tic step.  The  whole 
make  and  bearing  of 
the  man  rendered  him 
always  conspicuous  and 
prominent.  He  was  of 
the  same  common  an- 
cestry as  the  two  Presi- 
dents, John  Adams  and 
John  Quincy  Adams. 
His  father,  John  Adams, 
was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  educators 
of  the  country  ;  and  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  Ei})- 
ley,   was   a   lineal   de-  ^^"^  ^iiiiam  Adams,  d.d. 

scendant  of  Governor  Bradford,  Avho  came  over  in  the  Mayfioicer.  He 
was  graduated  from  Yale  in  the  class  of  1827,  and  pursued  his  theological 
studies  at  Andover.  His  influence  in  all  the  departments  of  human 
action  increased  with  his  years.  No  pastor  was  ever  more  easily  or 
frequently  approached  by  all  classes  and  conditions  of  people  in  want  of 
advice  or  aid  ;  and  no  one  was  ofteuer  designated  to  represent  the  clergy 
in  positions  of  honor  and  responsibility.  He  stood  in  the  great  meeting 
of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  1873,  with  all  Protestant  Christendom 
around  him,  by  general  consent,  the  foremost  minister  in  America ;  and 
none  of  the  thousands  present  on  that  memorable  occasion  will  ever  for- 
get the  majestic  grace,  the  fervor,  the  imagery,  and  the  eloquence  of  his 
address  of  welcome  to  the  learning  and  genius  of  the  church  beyond  the 
sea.     He  spoke  extemporaneously,  but  his  words  were  the  key-note  to 
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the  deliberations  of  the  whole  series  of  meetings.  In  the  autumn  of 
1873  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  of 
which  he  had  been  one  of  the  original  projectors,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
chair  of  Sacred  Ehetoric.  In  accepting,  he  closed  his  pastoral  career. 
Henceforward  the  intellectual  vigor,  amplitude  of  learning,  and  freshness 
in  the  use  of  words,  phrases,  and  illustrations,  which  for  twoscore  years 
had  been  a  perpetual  surprise  and  delight  to  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
scholarly  congregations  in  the  city,  were  turned  to  account  in  the  training 
of  ministers  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  It  was  almost  a  liberal  Chris- 
tian education  in  itself  for  a  student  of  divinity  to  sit  three  years  at  his 
feet.  His  method  of  instruction  was  unique.  Every  morning  some  one 
young  gentleman  was  invited  to  his  library,  frequently  to  breakfast,  from 
which  the  two  passed  into  the  church-building  —  adjoining  his  house  — 
where  the  student  was  required  to  enter  the  pulpit  and  preach  an  original 
sermon,  conducting  the  complete  exercises  of  church  service,  even  to  tlie 
benediction,  with  only  Dr.  Adams  for  an  audience.  In  the  criticism 
which  followed  the  student  received  the  full  benefit  of  ripe  experience ; 
and  tliis  instruction  was  valued  as  it  deserved.  Tlie  influence  of  such 
a  long  and  beautiful  life  as  that  of  Dr.  Adams  upon  the  general  welfare 
of  the  city  and  its  institutions  is  better  and  broader  than  can  ever  be 
recorded  in  words.^ 

In  connection  with  the  churches  of  the  various  denominations  in  New 
York  are  four  hundred  and  eighteen  Sabbath  schools.  The  same  spirit 
which  prevailed  among  the  founders  of  the  city,  quickened  and  cherislied 
by  their  descendants,  has  led  to  mission  enterprises  in  every  quarter^ 
where  wretchedness  and  vice  exist.  While  costly  edifices  have  arisen  in 
such  abundance  for  the  wealthier  classes,  the  poor  have  not  been  neglected. 
Nearly  every  church  has  its  mission  territory,  independent  of  a  multitude 
of  private  charities,  and  the  world  outside  little  dreams  of  the  labor  per- 
formed by  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  never  tire  of  the  civilizing  and 
Christianizing  process  —  that  never  ends.  In  no  portion  of  the  metrop- 
olis have  the  fruits  of  this  feature  of  philanthropy  been  more  apparent 

1  Rev.  William  Adams,  D.  D.,  was  bom  in  Colchester,  Connecticut,  January  25,  1807,  died 
at  his  country-seat  on  Orange  Mountain,  August  31,  1880.  In  1842  he  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York.  It  was  chiefly  through 
his  instrumentality  that  the  reunion  of  the  two  schools  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  suc- 
cessfully accomplished  in  1869.  Since  he  became  president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
the  endowments  of  the  institution  have  been  increased  nearly  $500,000,  of  which  James 
Brown,  the  senior  member  of  the  great  banking  firm  of  Brown  Brothers,  made  the  princely 
donation  of  $300,000,  and  ex-Governor  Edwin  Dennison  Morgan  gave  $100,000.  Dr. 
Adams  left  a  widow,  and  two  sons  and  two  daughters  :  Thatcher  M.  Adams  ;  William  Adams  ; 
Mary  Adams,  who  married  John  Crosby  Brown,  son  of  James  Brown,  of  Brown  Brothers  ; 
and  Susan  Adams,  who  married  Eugene  Delano. 
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than  in  the  region  known  as  Five  Points.  Dickens  wandered  into  that 
focus  of  iniquity  while  visiting  New  York  in  1841,  and  described  its 
horrors ;  near  The  Tombs,  Worth,  Baxter,  and  Park  streets  came  together, 
making  five  corners  or  points  of  varying  sharpness,  hence  the  name.  It 
was  an  unwholesome  district,  supplied  with  a  few  rickety  wooden  build- 
ings, and  thickly  peopled  with  human  beings  of  every  age,  color,  and 
condition.  An  old  brewery,  built  long  before  the  city  hove  in  sight  on 
its  northern  route,  tottering  with  yawning  seams  in  its  walls  and  broken, 
gaping  windows,  sheltered  daring  outlaws  and  furnished  a  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  vilest  of  the  vile.  The  police  were  dismayed  and  dis- 
couraged. With  the  history  of  the  old  brewery  are  associated  some  of 
the  most  appalling  crimes  ever  perpetrated.  The  arrival  of  every  emi- 
grant ship  rendered  this  plague-spot  more  hideous.  City  missionaries 
finally  ventured  into  its  dangerous  precincts  and  began  their  humanizing 
work  with  success. 

The  benevolent  societies  and  institutions  of  New  York  at  the  present 
time  number  over  three  hundred  —  aside  from  the  public  charities  —  and 
receive  and  disburse  annually  about  four  million  dollars.  It  would  seem 
as  if  there  could  be  no  infirmity  or  calamity  to  which  the  human  family 
is  subject  for  which  provision  has  not  been  made.  The  poor  who  receive 
aid  and  assistance  are  from  forty  different  nationalities;  and  while  two  hun- 
dred thousand  immigrants  land  yearly  at  Castle  Garden  the  demand  for 
benevolence  is  not  likely  to  diminish.  The  tide  sweeps  on  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  but  it  is  estimated  that  one  fourth  of  the  immigrants  remain 
to  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  city  population.  The  tenement-houses 
of  New  York  shelter  full  five  hundred  thousand  people,  and  in  some  local- 
ities they  are  crowded  far  beyond  the  most  densely  populated  districts  of 
London.  In  one  block  on  Avenue  B,  near  the  East  Eiver,  there  are  fifty- 
two  tenement-houses  occupied  by  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  persons.  There  is  one  house  in  the  city  where  the  number  of  tenants 
reaches  fifteen  hundred ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  for  one  hundred 
to  lodge  in  a  house  twenty-five  feet  front. 

Brief  mention  of  a  few  of  the  philanthropic  organizations  of  modern 
New  York  will  enlighten  the  reader  somewhat  as  to  the  character  of  the 
many.  In  1848  was  incorporated  the  New  York  Association  for  Improv- 
ing the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  which  was  formed  in  1843.  The  president 
was  James  Brown,  of  the  banking-house  of  Brown  Brothers,  and  the  vice- 
presidents  were  James  Lenox,  John  C.  Green,  Horatio  Allen,  Apollos  R 
Wetmore,  and  John  David  Wolfe ;  the  treasurer  was  Robert  B.  Minturn, 
corresponding  secretary  Eobert  M.  Hartley,  recording  secretary  Joseph 
B.  Collins  ;   and  the  elected  members  of  the   board  of  managers  were 
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Stewart  Brown,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Griswold,  and  Erastus  C.  Bene- 
dict, the  late  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
They  were  all  men  of  responsibility  and  high  position,  commanding  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  community.  'The  particular  object  of  the  associa- 
tion, as  stated  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  was  to  elevate  the  physical  and 
moral  condition  of  the  poverty-stricken,  and  so  far  as  practicable  relieve 
their  necessities.  Visitors,  numbering  several  hundred,  were  regularly 
appointed,  many  of  whom  were  among  the  wealthy  donors ;  sanitary  re- 
forms were  projected,  since  a  sickly  population  is  always  expensive  as 
w^ell  as  dangerous,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  meet  the  claims  of 
humanity  without  creating  or  encouraging  a  dependent  class.  This  care- 
fully adjusted,  skillfully  managed,  unostentatious,  and  excellent  scheme  of 
benevolence  conflicted  in  its  operations  with  no  other  organized  charity, 
but  occupied  a  special  field  —  relieving  annually  about  forty  thousand 
persons  —  and  its  bearings  for  almost  half  a  century  upon  the  economical, 
social,  and  moral  concerns  of  the  city  admit  of  no  numerical  estimate. 
The  magnitude  and  unity  of  the  organization,  sustained  by  voluntary 
contributions  and  gratuitous  labors,  have  been  the  wonder  and  admiration 
of  philanthropic  foreigners.  Its  methods  of  dealing  with  poverty  have 
been  adopted  in  other  cities  throughout  the  land,  and  in  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, and  many  of  the  European  countries.  Even  in  Athens  and  in  other 
parts  of  classic  Greece  organizations  founded  upon  the  New  York  princi- 
ples by  Michiel  Diogenes  Kalopathakes,  a  young  Greek  of  superior  talents 
who  familiarized  himself  with  the  practical  workings  of  the  association 
while  on  a  visit  to  America,  have  been  eminently  successful. 

Asylums  and  hospitals  were  the  natural  outgrowth  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. Robert  M.  Hartley  digested  a  plan  for  the  benefit  of  neglected  and 
vicious  children  in  1849,  and  in  connection  with  Luther  Bradish,  Benjamin 
F.  Butler,  Horatio  Allen,  Tliomas  Denny,  Apollos  R.  Wetmore,  and  Joseph 
B.  Collins,  acted  as  a  committee  to  devise  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  reformatory  institution.  Simultaneously  with  this  movement, 
Dr.  John  Dennison  Russ,  secretary  of  the  Prison  Association,  agitated  the 
same  subject :  it  was  estimated  that  over  three  thousand  children  were 
floating  on  the  current,  educated  only  in  crime,' and  growing  into  the  worst 
of  beggars.  Dr.  Russ  called  a  meeting  at  the  office  of  Mayor  WoodhuU  on 
the  26th  of  January  following  the  Astor  Place  Riot,  which  had  shown  the 
public  the  fearful  character  of  the  ignorant  and  degraded  masses,  and  com- 
mittees from  both  associations  presented  written  plans ;  these  were  duly 
united  and  digested,  and  the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum  was  incorporated 
by  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1851.  Dr.  Russ  was  its  superintendent  for 
the  first  seven  years.     Two  buildings  were  erected,  a  House  of  Reception 
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in  West  Thirteenth  Street,  and  an  asylum  in  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
fifth  Street,  near  Tenth  Avenue.  The  former  accommodates  one  hundred 
and  fifty  inmates,  and  the  latter  six  hundred  and  seventy.  The  city  con- 
tributes moderately  for  each  child  supported  during  the  year,  to  which  is 
added  a  share  in  the  school  fund,  and  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  dollars 
is  raised  every  year  by  private  subscriptions.  Within  the  first  fourteen 
years  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  pilfering  and  vagrant  children  were 
supported,  nearly  three  thousand  of  whom,  after  arriving  at  proper  age, 
were  placed  in  country  homes  in  the  State  of  Illinois  ;  less  than  five  per 
cent  of  the  children  brought  under  the  influence,  tuition,  and  discipline 
of  the  asylum  prove  to  be  incorrigibly  bad. 

Among  the  destitute  about  one  in  ten  were  found  suffering  from  physi- 
cal ills  and  maladies.  A  hospital  was  founded  for  the  ruptured  and 
crippled  in  1864,  although  the  real  inception  of  the  institution  antedates 
by  many  years  its  incorporation;  an  elegant  and  spacious  edifice  was 
erected  in  Lexington  Avenue,  corner  of  Forty-second  Street,  through 
private  contributions,  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
The  president  for  many  years  was  John  C.  Green ;  the  vice-presidents  were 
James  Lenox,  lioljert  B.  Minturn,  John  David  Wolfe,  Stewart  Brown,  and 
A  polios  R.  Wetmore ;  the  treasurer  was  Jonathan  Sturges,  and  the  two 
secretaries  were  Eobert  M.  Hartley  and  Joseph  B.  Collins.  Among  the 
original  corporators  were  James  W.  Beekman,  George  Griswold,  Dr.  James 
Knight,  Luther  E.  Marsh,  Henry  S.  Terbell,  Nathan  Bishop,  Thomas 
Denny,  John  W.  Quincy,  Enoch  L.  Fancher,  and  Charles  N.  Talbot. 

The  Presbyterian  Hospital,  founded  by  James  Lenox  in  1868,  origi- 
nated in  the  pressing  need  for  enlarged  hospital  accommodations  to  meet 
the  increasing  wants  of  the  sick  and  disabled  of  the  rapidly  increasing 
population.  The  beautiful  site  for  the  edifice,  on  Seventieth  Street,  with 
its  ample  grounds,  valued  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  was 
the  gift  of  Lenox  —  who  also  gave  twO  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
in  money  towards  the  erection  of  a  structure  which  should  embrace  all 
the  modern  improvements  in  hospital  architecture  at  a  cost  of  about  one 
million.  Other  wealthy  philanthropists  contributed  generously,  and  tlie 
property  and  concerns  of  the  institution  were  vested  in  and  managed  by 
a  board  of  thirty  managers,  prominent  among  whom  were  James  Lenox 
president,  John  C.  Green  vice-president,  Aaron  B.  Belknap,  Robert  M. 
Hartley,  Henry  M.  Taber,  Jonathan  Sturges,  James  Brown,  William  M. 
Verniilye,  brother  of  Rev.  Dr.  Vermilye,  Alexander  Van  Rensselaer,  Rob- 
ert L.  Stuart,  Morris  K.  Jessop,  John  Taylor  Johnson,  Dr.  Willard  Parker, 
William  E.  Dodge,  Edward  S.  Jaffray,  Henry  Parish,  and  Washington  R. 
Vermilye. 
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In  the  mean  time  hospitals,  both  general  and  special,  were  multiplying 
under  other  auspices.  There  are  at  present  in  the  city  not  less  than 
sixty  kindred  institutions  —  inclusive  of  nearly  a  score  of  medical  dispen- 
saries for  supplying  the  sick  poor  gratuitously  with  medicines  and  surgical 
aid.  Many  of  the  hospitals  are  denominational  in  origin  and  polity,  and 
patronized  according  to  the  affinities  of  race,  language,  and  religion.  The 
Mount  Sinai  Hospital  in  Lexington  Avenue,  near  Sixty-seventh  Street, 
was  founded  by  a  wealthy  Hebrew  in  1852,  and  although  sufferers  of  any 
creed  are  admitted,  it  is  sustained  by  the  Jews.  The  buildings  are  of  the 
Elizabethan  style  of  architecture,  embodying  all  the  improvements  of 
modern  art.  The  Roman  Catholics  have  three  incorporated  hospitals,  and 
one  has  been  established  by  the  Germans.  St.  Luke's,  in  Fifth  Avenue, 
founded  in  1846  by  Rev.  William  A.  Muhlenburg,  the  Episcopal  divine, 
receives  patients  of  all  religious  denominations.  Roosevelt  Hospital,  in- 
corporated in  1864,  and  opened  for  patients  of  every  sect,  nationality,  and 
color,  in  1871,  is  a  magnificent  charity  for  which  New  York  is  indebted  to 
the  millionaire,  James  H.  ^  Roosevelt.     The  edifice  is 

of  brick,  constructed  on  the  ^^mi^  pavilion  plan,  with  accom- 

modations for  one  hundred  *?y  ^"^^  eighty  patients.     The 

medical  staff  includes  some  ^J  of  the  most  eminent  spe- 

cialists. Thus  the  Roose-  ^^^:j«?^f5^^Q  ^elt  name,  which  has  been 
identified  in  New  York  J\.^i^  ,^^  ^i^^  commerce  and  inven- 
tion, with  politics,  states-  Jl  ^^^4t  \  manship,  science,  and  char- 
ity for  some  two  centuries,  »  ^^^^  ^  ^^  engraved  upon  an  endur- 
ing monument.  Among  fe^^^^^^y  *^^^®  °^^^^  charities  of 
the  city,  with  their  varied  ^^^^^^^^  spheres  of  action  and  re- 
sources, the  Five  Points  ^^^UflOAvnLcuB^^  House  of  Industry  occiipies 
a  field  of  wide-reaching  Roosevelt  Arms.  usefulness.  Several  hun- 
dred children  are  constantly  in  its  schools,  who  are  also  fed  and  clothed ; 
while  fifty  or  more  women  each  month  are  passed  through  the  house  to 
situations,  and  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  families  supplied  with  daily 
bread.  Out-of-door  relief  is  given  to  applicants,  often  reaching  three 
hundred  thousand"  meals  per  year.  A  regular  hospital  is  attached  to  the 
building,  in  which  the  children  not  only  of  the  school,  but  of  the  whole 
neighborhood,  are  treated  when  sick.  The  institution  was  established  in 
1850,  and  incorporated  in  1854.  Its  origin  and  success  was  due  mainly 
to  tlie  efforts  of  Archibald  Russell,  who  was  its  president  for  seventeen 
years.  The  corporators  included  such  men  as  Horace  B.  Claflin,  Anson 
G.  Phelps,  Hugh  N.  Camp,  Washington  R.  Yermilye,  Henry  Sheldon, 
Henry  C.  Bowen,  Marshall  Lefferts,  George  F.  Betts,  D.  Lydig  Suydam, 
Charles  Tracy,  and  IVIorris  Reynolds.     Archibald  Russell  was  a  Scotch 
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gentleman  of  wealth  who  came  to  reside  in  New  York  in  1836,  and 
devoted  his  life  to  tlie  cause  of  education  and  philanthropy.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  American  Geographical  Society  in  1852,  of  which 
Hon.  George  Bancroft  was  the  first  president ;  and  he  was  an  active  mem- 
ber and  officer  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.^ 

1  Archibald  Russell  (bom  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1811,  died  in  New  York  City,  1871) 
was  graduated  from  Edinburgh  University,  studied  law  with  Sir  Eraser  Tytler,  and  completed 
his  education  at  Bonn,  Germany.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Russell,  president  of  the  Royal 
Society,  Edinburgh,  and  cousin  of  the  metaphysician,  Sir  William  Hamilton.  He  was  of  the 
Kingseat  and  Slipperfield  family  of  Russell  (see  Burkes  Peerage),  and  cousin  to  Lord  Sinclair 
and  Sir  Archibald  Little.  Through  his  mother  he  was  descended  from  the  Rutherfords  of 
Edgerston,  and  his  maternal  great-grandmother  was  Eleanor  Elliot,  of  the  family  of  the  Earl 
of  Minto,  who  trace  in  unbroken  succession  from  James  II.  of  Scotland,  and  is  connected  with 
the  Dukes  of  Buccleugh  and  the  Earls  of  Angus.  Coming  to  reside  in  New  York  in  1836,  he 
married  Helen  Rutherford  Watts,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Anna  Rutherford  Watts,  and 
granddaughter  of  Robert  Watts  and  Lady  Mary,  daughter  of  Lord  Stirling.  (See  pp.  156, 
206. )  He  thus  became  connected  with  families  M'ho  had  played  an  important  part  in  the 
history  of  the  city.  Naturally  a  philanthropist,  he  resolved  to  devote  his  energies  to  the 
welfare  of  the  home  of  his  adoption.  The  inscription  upon  the  tablet  erected  to  his  memory 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Five  Points'  House  of  Industry  is,  "  This  Institution  is  his  Monu- 
ment." He  was  one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Christian  Commission  which  did  such 
noble  work  during  the  late  war,  and  at  its  close  was  chairman  of  the  "Famine  Relief 
Committee."  He  was  for^many  years  a  vestryman  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  and  was 
instrumental  in  erecting  a  church  near  "Glen  Albyn  "  his  country-seat  in  Ulster  County, 
He  also  founded  and  was  president  of  the  Ulster  County  Savings  Institution.     Children  : 

1.  Anna  Rutherford  Russell,  married  Henry^Lewis  Morris,  of  the  Morris  family  of  Morrisania; 

2.  Eleanor  Elliot,  married  Arthur  J.  Peabody,  nephew  of  the  great  philanthropist,  George 
Peabody  ;  3.  John  Watts  Russell,  A.  M,,  LL.  B.  ;  4.  Archibald  Douglass  Russell ;  5.  W^il- 
liam  Hamilton  Russell,  A.  B.  —  Family  Archives. 

The  children  of  Robert  and  Mary  Alexander  Watts  were  :  1.  Sarah  M.,  married  (1)  Nich- 
olas Romain,  M.  D. ,  (2)  Bertram  P.  Cruger  ;  2.  Anne,  married  John  W.  Kearny  ;  3.  Cath- 
arine, married  Henry  Barclay  ;  4.  Robert,  married  Matilda  Ridley,  related  to  the  martyr 
bishop  whose  seal  is  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and  had  four  sons,  Robert  AVatts,  M.  D., 
married  Charlotte  Deas  of  South  Carolina  ;  Ridley  Watts,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Henry 
Grinnell ;  Alexander  Watts,  married  Miss  Sedgwick  of  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts  ;  Essex 
Watts,  married  his  cousin,  Mary  Kearny  ;  5.  Dr.  John  Watts,  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  Rutherford  (see  p.  300),  and  their  only  daughter,  Helen,  married  Archibald 
Russell. 

The  Rutherfords  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  descended  from  Sir  John  Rutherford,  of 
Edgerston,  Scotland,  whose  grandfather,  John  Rutherford,  married  Barbara  Abernethy, 
daughter  of  the  Bishop  of  Caithness  —  the  ancestor  also  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart.  Sir  John 
was  the  sixteenth  in  descent  from  Hugo  de  Rutherford,  a  Scottish  baron,  A.  D.  1225 ;  Walter, 
the  sixth  son  of  Sir  John,  came  to  New  York,  and  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  James  Alex- 
ander, grandson  of  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  and  sister  of  Lord  Stirling.  (See  Vol.  I.  503,  599  ; 
Vol.  II.  207,  304,  418.)  Their  son,  John  (born  1760,  died  1840),  graduated  from  Princeton 
College  in  1775,  married  Helen,  daughter  of  Lewis  Morris,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, was  United  States  Senator  from  1791  to  1798,  and  tilled  important  posts  in  New 
York  City.  (See  pp.  284,  566.)  Children  :  1.  Mary  ;  2.  Catharine;  3.  Robert  Walter,  mar- 
ried Sabina,  daughter  of  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  and  had  five  children  —  John,  who  married 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  James  K.  Livingston,  Walter,  who  married  Isabella,  daughter  of  Cap- 
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The  year  1856  was  marked  by  the  purchase  of  the  site  of  Central  Park, 
now  the  pride  of  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  five  and  one  half  millions  of 
dollars  —  the  largest  sum  ever  expended  in  the  purchase  of  ground  for  a 
similar  purjDose.  In  1857  the  control  of  the  improvements  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  eleven  commissioners,  who  in  their  work  of  landscape-garden- 
ing seem  to  have  followed  the  wise  counsel  of  the  Laird  of  Dumbiedikes  — 
"  When  ye  hae  naething  else  to  do  ye  may  aye  be  sticking  in  a  tree ;  it  '11 
be  growing  when  ye  are  sleeping."  The  park  covers  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-two  acres,  and  has  forty  miles  of  roads,  bridle-paths,  and  walks,  and 
forty-three  bridges  and  archways.  It  was  not  accomplished  without  great 
opposition.  But  time  and  experience  have  changed  public  sentiment,  and 
it  is  now  admitted  that  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  were  never  invested  more 
judiciously.  This  park,  occupying  a  central  position  on  Manhattan  Island, 
has  already  proved  a  great  civilizer,  and  its  mission  has  but  just  begun. 
When  it  was  first  established  no  other  park  existed  in  the  country,  and 
without  it  we  probably  should  not  have  had  in  this  generation  Prospect 
Park  in  Brooklyn,  Fairmount  Park  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  dozen  kindred 
undertakings  of  noble  proportions.  It  is  two  and  one  half  miles  in  length 
and  one  half  mile  wide,  but  long  ere  its  completion  it  was  found  too  small 
for  the  immediate  demand ;  continuous  park  accommodations  are  now 
being  extended  in  park-ways  of  extraordinary  width  and  beauty  to  the 
Harlem  Eiver  and  beyond. 

In  the  summer  of  1857  financial  disaster  swept  over  both  hemi- 
spheres. New  York,  as  the  great  commercial  centre  of  the  nation, 
^*^^'  was  the  first  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  storm,  which  rapidly  spread 
with  devastating  fury  over  the  entire  country.  Prior  to  the  end  of 
December  there  were  nine  hundred  and  eighty-five  failures  among  the 
merchants  of  the  metropolis,  involving  liabilities  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions.  Many  more  subsequently  suspended  for  large 
amounts.  Enterprises  of  every  description  came  to  a  stand-still,  indus- 
tries were  paralyzed,  and  the  working  classes  were  thrown  into  a  state  of 

tain  David  Brooks,  U.  S.  A.,  Anna  E.,  Lewis  M.,  the  eminent  astronomer,  who  married 
Margaret  Stnyvesant  —  daughter  of  Rev.  John  W.  Chanler,  Eobert  W.,  wdio  married  Anna 
L.,  daughter  of  Phineas  H.  Buckley;  4.  Helena  Sarah  (born  1789,  died  1873),  the  second 
wife  of  Peter  Gerard  Stuyvesant,  whose  first  wife  was  Susan  Barclay  ;  5.  Louisa  ;  6.  Anna, 
married  John  Watts,  M.  D.  —  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Archibald  Russell.  John  Rutherford, 
M.  P.,  brother  of  Walter  Rutherford,  who  settled  in  New  York,  married  Eleanor,  daughter 
of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  of  Minto,  and  sister  of  Andrew  Elliot,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New 
York  ;  he  was  ancestor  of  Archibald  Russell,  and  of  the  female  line  of  the  present  William 
Oliver  Rutherford  of  Edgerston.  Mary,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Catharine  Alexander  Ruther- 
ford, married  General  Matthew  Clarkson,  and  their  daughter,  Mary,  married  tlie  distin- 
guished Peter  Augustus  Jay,  son  of  the  chief  justice. — Haldane ;  Clarkson;  Family 
Archives;  Douglass;  Burke. 


THE  DISTRESS  OF  1857.  769 

extreme  destitution,  to  which  a  severe  winter  added  fresh  terrors.  It  was 
estimated  that  twenty -five  thousand  industrious  men  and  women,  repre- 
senting in  their  helpless  families  prohably  four  times  that  number,  were 
deprived  of  the  means  of  earning  their  subsistence.  The  common  council 
destributed  food,  and  furnished  labor  for  large  numbers  of  the  unem- 
ployed on  the  Central  Park  and  other  public  works,  while  private  associ- 
ations were  formed,  in  addition  to  the  regularly  established  charities,  to 
relieve  the  suffering.  In  one  district  alone  ten  thousand  persons  were 
fed,  one  December  day,  by  public  and  private  charity  —  few  of  whom 
were  American  born.  But  aid  could  not  reach  all,  and  many  perished. 
Serious  danger  was  apprehended  for  a  time.  Crowds  assembled  and 
warned  the  common  council  that  "  they  must  find  bread  for  the  people." 
Bakers'  wagons  were  seized  by  the  mob  in  the  streets.  The  hungry  labor- 
ers threatened  to  break  open  provision-stores  and  help  themselves.  The 
Arsenal  was  protected  by  a  strong  police  force,  and  United  States  troops 
were  placed  in  charge  of  the  Custom  House  and  Assay  Office. 

It  had  been  a  year  of  riots  and  disturbances.  The  Legislature  in  April 
passed  a  bill  to  transfer  the  control  of  the  police  department  from  the 
city  to  the  State,  which  interfered  with  the  municipal  reforms  of  Mayor 
Fernando  Wood,  who  had  been  training  the  police  into  military  obedience 
while  inaugurating  a  war  against  the  liquor  traffic,  and  who  resolved  at 
once  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  to  the  utmost  and  resist  its 
execution.  The  State  created  a  police  district,  and  appointed  police  com- 
missioners to  manage  the  police  force  and  secure  the  peace  and  protec- 
tion of  the  city.  Mayor  Wood  refused  to  surrender  the  police  property  or 
disband  the  old  police.  For  a  time  the  novel  spectacle  of  two  depart- 
ments of  police  striving  for  mastery  diverted  attention.  The  question 
was  referred  to  the  courts  ;  but  before  it  was  settled  a  street  commissioner, 
appointed  by  Governor  John  Alsop  King  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death, 
was  forcibly  ejected  from  the  City  Hall  by  Mayor  Wood,  who  claimed  the 
appointing  power.  Matters  quickly  assumed  an  ominous  aspect.  Two 
warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the  mayor  were  obtained,  one  on  the  charge  of 
inciting  a  riot  and  the  other  for  the  personal  violence  inflicted  upon  the 
State  appointee,  with  which  a  large  force  of  the  new  police  attempted  to 
gain  an  entrance  to  the  City  Hall.  A  fierce  affray  ensued,  the  old  police 
being  well  armed  and  stationed  in  every  part  of  the  building.  The  Sev- 
enth Regiment  was  at  the  moment  marching  down  Broadway  in  full 
feather  to  take  a  steamer  for  Boston,  it  having  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  participate  in  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  celebration 
of  that  year,  and  being  summoned,  turned  promptly  into  the  Park  and 
stood  in  imposing  ariMy  facing  City  Hall.     Its  presence  instantly  quelled 
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the  disturbance.  The  mayor  supposed  it  had  been  ordered  to  enforce  the 
State  enactments,  and  submitted  with  the  best  grace  possible.  Quiet  was 
temporarily  restored,  and  the  gallant  Seventh  resumed  its  journey. 

One  word  about  the  police  force  of  1880.  It  numbers  three  thousand 
men,  and  is  governed  by  a  board  of  four  commissioners,  who  appoint  all 
members  of  the  force  from  the  superintendent  down.  For  patrol  service 
the  city  is  divided  into  thirty-five  precincts,  each  having  its  own  building 
containing  quarters  for  the  men,  cells  for  prisoners,  and  lodgings  for 
homeless  persons.  The  police  stations  are  all  connected  with  the  central 
office  by  special  telegraphic  wires ;  thus  the  latter  is  at  once  notified  of 
any  occurrence  of  any  importance  in  the  precinct.  A  detachment  is 
assigned  to  harbor  duty,  occupying  a  steam-tug.  Other  detachments 
guard  the  City  Hall  and  the  Grand  Central  Depot,  and  perform  various 
services.  With  the  exception  of  London  and  Paris,  the  police  system  of 
New  York  is  the  most  perfect  of  any  city  in  the  world. 

With  the  coming  of  spring  business  slowly  revived.  The  Xew  York 
banks  had  taken  the  initiative  in  resumption  during  the  early  part 
of  winter.  Meanwhile  the  political  atmosphere  was  severely 
troubled.  The  elections  turned  on  the  question  of  slavery  —  which  had 
agitated  the  country  for  twenty  or  more  years.  The  famous  Dred  Scott 
decision  in  1857  intensified  the  already  heated  controversy.  James 
Buchanan  was  made  President  about  the  same  time.  The  opponents  of 
slavery  were  united  henceforward  under  the  name  of  Kepublicans.  In 
May,  1858,  Minnesota,  the  thirty-second  State,  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  ;  and  Oregon  in  February,  1857. 

In  August,  1858,  the  successful  laying  of  the  Atlantic  cable  was  an- 
nounced, and  Queen  Victoria  transmitted  a  message  to  President 
"^"  ■  Buchanan,  receiving  a  response.  New  York  City,  where  the  idea 
had  been  conceived  of  uniting  Europe  and  America  by  telegraph,  was  in 
a  whirlpool  of  excitement.  One  hundred  guns  were  fired  in  the  morning 
and  at  noon,  in  honor  of  the  event,  bells  rang  in  one  significant  chorus,  and 
flags  were  everywhere  unfurled.  In  the  evening  the  city  was  illuminated,. 
and  during  the  display  of  fireworks  the  City  Hall  was  badly  injured  by  a 
conflagration.  The  1st  of  September  was  set  apart  for  one  of  the  grand- 
est celebrations  on  record.  Cyrus  W.  Field  was  the  lion  of  the  hour.  To 
him  "  more  than  to  any  other  individual  belongs  the  honor  of  carrying  to 
completion  this  great  undertaking,"  said  Professor  Morse,  on  the  platform 
in  the  Academy  of  Music,  June  11,  1871  ;  "he  made  the  ocean  but  an 
insignificant  ferry  by  his  repeated  crossings."  In  1853  Field  spent  six 
mouths  in  South  American  travel,  and  on  his  return  projected  the  hercu- 
lean  enterprise.     He  interested   Peter   Cooper,  the   philanthropist,  and 
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Moses  Taylor,  both  wealthy^New  York  capitalists,  in  his  scheme,  and  one 
evening  in  May,  1854,  met  them,  together  with  Marshall  0.  Eoberts  and 
Chandler  White,  at  the  house  of  his  brother,  David  Dudley  Field,  and  in 
half  an  hour  organized  a  company  and  subscribed  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars.  Two  years  later  aid  in  money  and  ships  was  procured  from  both 
the  British  and  American  governments,  and  several  London  capitalists 
became  interested.  But  up  to  the  time  of  the  successful  laying  of  the 
submarine  cable  across  the  Ghilf  of  St.  Lawrence  it  had  been  purely  a 
New  York  undertaking.  Suddenly  the  cable  ceased  to  perform  its  part 
of  the  programme.  It  was  pronounced  a  splendid  hoax.  Many  refused  to 
believe  that  any  message  had  ever  passed  over  it.  Field  was  mercilessly 
ridiculed.  His  task  was  rendered  all  the  more  difficult  through  its 
momentary  success.  But  with  iron  will  he  persisted  in  his  endeavor. 
In  1866,  after  nearly  thirteen  years  of  unceasing  toil,  necessitating  some 
lifty  passages  across  the  Atlantic,  the  great  electric  link  between  the  two 
continents  was  triu.mphantly  completed. 

Among  the  local  incidents  of  the  decade  were  the  visit  of  Jenny  Lind, 
and  her  first  appearance  at  Castle  Garden,  September  7,  1850 ;  the  visit 
of  the  Hungarian  patriot,  Louis  Kossuth,  in  1851,  who  received  an  enthu- 
siastic public  welcome ;  the  arrival  of  Eachel,  the  great  tragedienne,  in 
1855 ;  the  visit  of  Thackeray,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year;  the  visit 
of  the  Japanese  Embassy,  which  was  entertained  in  the  most  lavish  man- 
ner by  the  municipal  authorities,  in  1860  ;  and  the  successive  visits  dur- 
ing the  same  year  of  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  Lady  Franklin,  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales  —  who  was  officially  received  with  a  military  display 
and  welcome  by  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens.  Lady  Franklin  came 
to  thank  the  New  Yorkers  for  their  interest  in  the  fate  of  her  husband. 
The  Grinnell  expedition  to  the  Arctic  regions  sailed  from  New  York  City 
in  May,  1850,  Dr.  Elisha  Kent  Kane  went  as  surgeon  and  naturalist, 
and  in  1853  commanded  the  second  Grinnell  expedition.  Henry  Grin- 
nell, whose  connection  with  these  grand  enterprises  helped  to  widen  the 
mercantile  renown  of  the  city,  was  the  brother  of  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  both 
of  whom  were  of  the  famous  house  of  Grinnell,  Minturn,  »&;  Co.,  which 
probably  built  more  ships  prior  to  1860  than  any  other  mercantile  house 
in  this  country.  They  were  the  sons  of  Cornelius  Grinnell,  a  well-known 
shipping  merchant  of  New  Bedford.  Moses  H.  Grinnell  was  forty-eight 
years  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  for  some  time  its 
president.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress,  a  Presidential  elector,  and 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  —  a  model  merchant  and  pre-emi- 
nently a  public-spirited  citizen.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  promoting 
and  conducting  the  charities  of  the  city,  in  M'hich  his  partner,  Ptobert 
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B.  Minturn,  was  also  deeply  interested.  His  mansion  in  Fifth  Avenue, 
coi-ner  of  Fourteenth  Street  —  subsequently  rented  to  Delmonico  —  was 
the  abode  for  many  years  of  a  generous  hospitality. 

With  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1860,  the  controversies  between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slave- 
holding  States  culminated.  Before  the  end  of  December  South  Carolina 
passed  an  ordinance  of  secession.  Other  cotton  States  followed  in  rapid 
succession.  Business  was  arrested,  and  the  winter  was  one  of  apprehen- 
sion and  distress.  President  Buchanan,  in  common  with  many  others, 
thought  the  government  could  not  use  coercive  measures  to  prevent  a 
State  from  going  out  of  the  Union.  In  January,  1861,  Mayor 
Wood  recommended  to  the  common  council  that  New  York  should 
secede,  and  become  a  free  city.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  suggestion 
was  scouted  with  honest  indignation.  Instead,  men  and  money  were 
freely  and  speedily  offered  the  President  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws. 
At  the  same  time  New  York  was  in  no  humor  for  war,  as  shown  by  a 
monster  petition  from  the  merchants  and  others  with  forty  thousand  sig- 
natures, forwarded  to  Congress,  accompanied  by  a  delegation  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  urging  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  national 
difficulties. 

But  the  chasm  was  too  broad  and  menacing.  Events  followed  each 
other  too  swiftly.  Thursday  morning,  April  12,  at  half  past  four 
^"  o'clock,  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  the  secessionists  upon  Fort  Sum- 
ter. The  news  stirred  tlie  nation  like  an  electric  shock.  The  uprising 
that  followed  was  without  a  parallel  in  history.  Men  everywhere  took 
sides  for  or  against  the  Union.  The  peace-makers  were  silenced.  At  the 
South  the  loyal  citizens  were  overwhelmed  by  the  war  party,  and  at  the 
North  Democrats  and  Piepublicans  combined  for  the  support  of  the  gov- 
ernment. President  Lincoln  issued  a  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  troops 
to  serve  for  three  months,  the  quota  for  New  York  being  thirteen  thou- 
sand. On  the  evening  of  tlie  same  day  several  prominent  gentlemen 
met  by  invitation  at  the  residence  of  the  eminent  merchant,  Piobert  H. 
McCurdy,  in  Fourteenth  Street,  and  resolved  to  call  a  public  meeting  of 
all  parties  desirous  of  preserving  the  Union,  which  resulted  in  a  meeting 
upon  Union  Square,  and  a  demonstration  surpassing  in  magnitude  and 
enthusiasm  any  public  assemblage  in  this  country.  Its  effects  were  in- 
stantly felt  in  every  part  of  the  land.  The  four  presidents  of  the 
Apni  20.  j^^ggj.. jjg  ^g^,g  j^^^^^  ^  jy-^^  Hamilton  Fish,  ex-Mayor  Havemeyer, 

and  Moses  H.  Grinnell.  Four  stands  had  been  arranged  for  the  speakers, 
but  proving  insufficient,  the  people  were  addressed  from  the  balconies, 
and  even  from  the  roofs  of  the  houses.     Piesolutions  were  adopted,  and  a 
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committee  organized  under  the  title  of  Union  Defense  Committee,  embrac- 
ing such  well-known  men  as  John  A.  Dix,  Simeon  Draper,  Moses  Taylor, 
A.  T.  Stewart,  James  Boorman,  Robert  McCurdy,  Moses  Grinnell,  Eoyal 
Phelps,  William  E.  Dodge,  Hamilton  Fish,  William  H.  Havemeyer, 
William  M.  Evarts,  John  J.  Cisco,  Theodore  Dehon,  Samuel  Sloane, 
James  T.  Brady,  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  John  Jacob  Astor,  Jr.,  Edwards 
Pierrepont,  Isaac  Bell,  Eichard  M.  Blatchford,  James  S.  Wadsworth, 
Charles  H.  Marshall,  Abiel  A.  Low,  Green  C.  Bronson,  Ptudolph  A.  Witt- 
haus,  A.  C.  Richards,  and  Mayor  Wood,  with  the  comptroller  and  presi- 
dents of  the  two  boards  of  the  common  council  of  the  city.  The  work  of 
organizing  regiments  was  at  once  undertaken.  The  city  authorized  a  loan 
of  one  million  dollars  for  the  defense  of  the  Union.  The  New  York  l)ar 
met  and  contributed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  the  banks  pledged  enor- 
mous sums,  and  the  whole  city  set  itself  to  the  stern  suppression  of  the 
Southern  revolt.  In  the  same  breath,  as  it  were,  the  Legislature  responded 
to  Lincoln's  call  by  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  thirty  thousand  men  for 
two  years  instead  of  three  months,  and  appropriated  three  million  dollars 
for  the  war. 

Such  was  the  beginning.  Once  more  a  race  of  soldiers  seemed  to  have 
peopled  New  York.  The  alacrity  with  which  men  of  all  classes  offered 
their  personal  services  was  unexampled.  Scions  of  the  oldest  and  wealth- 
iest families  esteemed  it  an  honor  to  serve  as  private  soldiers.  Foremost 
in  the  field  was  the  Seventh  Regiment,  composed  of  the  best  and  most 
influential  citizens  of  the  metropolis.  The  tidings  thrilled  the  city  and 
State,  and  other  cities  and  States,  that  this  famous  body,  the  flower  of 
the  citizen  soldiery,  would  march  to  Washington  without  delay.  Thirty- 
five  merchants  contributed  one  hundred  dollars  each  on  the  morn- 

April  17. 

of  the  17th,  for  its  camp  equipage  and  other  necessaries  for  active 
service.^     Its  march  down  Broadway  on  the  19th  was  like  a  triumphal 

1  The  names  of  these  donors  are  an  index  to  the  sentiment  of  the  foremost  families  of  New 
York  at  this  crisis  :  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  George  B.  De  Forest,  L.  G.  Cannon,  C.  E.  Robert, 
Royal  Phelps,  S.  Wetmore,  R.  M.  Blatchford,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  A.  C.  Gray,  W.  B. 
Duncan,  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.,  Charles  H.  Russell,  Edwin  Bartlett,  Charles  Christmas,  Ed- 
ward Minturn,  S.  B.  Chittenden,  Moses  Taylor,  Theodore  Dehon,  Ogden  Haggerty,  "William 
'SI.  Evarts,  G.  S.  Robbins,  George  Griswold,  John  A.  Stevens,  James  Gallatin,  E.  Walker  & 
Son,  H.  R.  Dunham,  Hamilton  Fish,  Robert  B.  Minturn,  D.  F.  Manice,  George  W.  Blunt, 
James  H.  Titus,  William  Curtis  Noyes,  Shepherd  Knapp,  Charles  H.  Marshall,  A.  V.  Stout, 
W.  Whiteright,  Jr.,  John  L.  Aspinwall,  J.  F.  D.  Lanier,  Henry  Chauncey,  Jr.,  Stewart 
Brown,  Andrew  Foster,  Joseph  W.  Alsop,  Joseph  Gaillanl,  Jr.,  Henry  Chauncey,  James  S. 
Wadsworth,  August  Belmont,  John  Bridge,  Clark  &  Mosely,  Benjamin"  F.  Breeden,  Ben- 
jamin Nathan,  P.  S.  Forbes,  W.  W.  De  Forest,  Charles  Davis,  Isaac  Bell,  Frederick  Bronson, 
Howell  L.  Williams,  B.  H.  Hutton,  Almon  W.  Griswold,  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  Rufus 
Prime,  Washington  Coster,  Aymar  k  Co.,  Bleecker  Outhout,  Levi  E.  Morton,  C.  B.  Loomis, 
R.  Alsop,  G.  C.  Ward,  Benjamin  L.  Swan.  —  Swinton. 
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procession.  Many  thousands  joined  the  moving  column,  preceding  the 
march  in  escort  or  following  in  its  rear.  Street,  sidewalks,  areas,  fences, 
stoops,  balconies,  windows,  roofs,  trees,  lamp-posts,  awnings  —  every  foot 
of  available  space  h-eld  spectators,  and  for  long  distances  on  the  side 
streets  the  compact  throngs  struggled  for  a  glimpse.  The  cheering  never 
for  a  moment  ceased.  "  It  was  worth  a  life,  that  march,"  wrote  Theodore 
Winthrop.  "We  knew  that  our  great  city  was  with  us  as  one  man, 
utterly  united  in  the  cause  we  were  marching  to  sustain."  Other  regi- 
ments were  quickly  on  the  wing.  Announcement  being  made  one  morn- 
ing in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  that  funds  were  needed  for  several 
regiments  about  to  march,  a  collection  w-as  instantly  taken  up,  and  twenty- 
one  thousand  dollars  raised  in  ten  minutes.  The  banks,  after  having 
loaned  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  in  coin  to  the  government,  sus- 
pended specie  payments.  During  the  year  a  million  and  a  half  dollars 
were  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  volunteers  in  the  city. 
Mayor  Opdyke,  in  his  annual  message  in  January,  1863,  said  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  metropolis  had  contributed  in  taxes,  gratuities,  and  loans  to  the 
government,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  not  less  than  three  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  had  furnished  over  eighty  thousand  volunteers. 

During  each  year  of  the  war  repeated  large  out-of-door  manifestations 
were  made  in  support  of  the  government,  of  which  those  in  Union  Square, 
July  15,  1862,  and  April  11,  1863,  were  the  most  conspicuous.  Mean- 
while the  ladies  of  the  city  were  at  work  by  thousands  for  the  soldiers,  and 
many  of  the  most  tenderly  reared  were  in  training  for  hospital  nurses. 
David  Dudley  Field  presided  over  a  great  meeting  of  ladies  at  Cooper 
Institute  before  the  end  of  the  first  month  of  the  war,  which  was  addressed 
by  Eev.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Bellows,  Vice-President  Hannibal  Hamlin,  and  oth- 
ers, and  which  resulted  in  an  organization  with  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  as  presi- 
dent and  Howard  Potter  treasurer,  that  proved  to  be  the  germ  of  the 
United  States  Sanitary  Commission.  Numberless  associations  were  soon 
formed  for  the  relief  of  the  soldiers.  The  Emancipation  Proclamation, 
which  virtually  blotted  slavery  from  the  soil  of  the  Republic  took  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1863.  This  was  an  eventful  year. 
1863.  r^^^  project  of  arming  the  slaves  roused  the  bitterest  opposition. 
Then  followed  the  conscription  law,  passed  March  3,  which  was  denounced 
on  every  hand.  In  May  President  Lincoln  ordered  a  draft  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  men. 

At  this  juncture  the  enemy  invaded  Pennsylvania,  and  the  governor 
entreated  assistance  from  the  adjoining  States  ;  Governor  Seymour  of 
New  York  responded  by  directing  General  Sandford,  commander  of  the 
city  militia,  to  send  every  available  regiment  at  his  disposal  to  the  seat 
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of  war  for  thirty  days'  service.  While  the  troops  were  absent,  the  United 
States  authorities  attempted  to  enforce  the  draft,  which  caused  a  terri'ole 
insurrection.  The  elements  of  disorder  and  crime  united  their 
forces,  and  were  joined  by  thousands  of  frenzied  workmen  and  ^  ^" 
idlers.  For  three  days  and  three  nights  the  rioters  maintained  a  reign  of 
terror.  They  sacked  houses  in  great  numbers,  demolished  the  offices  of 
the  provost  marshal,  burned  the  colored  orphan  asylum,  attacked  the 
police,  and  chased  negroes  —  women  and  children  even  —  wherever  they 
appeared  on  the  streets,  and  when  caught  hanged  them  on  the  nearest 
lamp-post.  They  tore  down  and  trampled  under  foot  the  national  flags, 
and  robbed  stores  in  open  day ;  all  business  was  suspended,  street-cars 
and  stages  did  not  dare  to  run,  plate  and  property  were  concealed,  and 
residences  fortified.  The  Secretary  of  War  ordered  home  the  regiments 
doing  duty  in  Pennsylvania,  but  ere  they  arrived  the  climax  of  atrocities 
had  been  reached,  and  through  the  combined  action  of  the  police  and  the 
citizens,  together  with  the  slender  military  force  at  the  disposal  of 
the  authorities,  the  riot,  one  of  the  most  formidable  in  the  annals  ^ 
of  riots,  had  been  substantially  quelled.  The  police  displayed  admirable 
address  and  undaunted  bravery,  against  overwhelming  numbers  ;  they 
were  under  the  command  of  Thomas  C.  Acton,  president  of  the  police 
board,  who  issued  orders  with  the  coolness  and  skill  of  a  trained  military 
veteran.  The  arrival  of  the  Seventh  Eegiment  on  the  16th  was  hailed 
with  delight  by  all  law-abiding  citizens,  and  with  execrations  by  the 
mob,  which  still  in  some  places  prolonged  the  carnival  of  crime  from 
sheer  love  of  it.  In  the  afternoon  the  Seventh  marched  through  several 
of  the  districts  where  fighting  was  in  progress,  including  that  between 
Third  Avenue  and  the  East  Eiver  —  the  hot-bed  of  the  riot.  It  was  a 
trying  ordeal,  the  soldiers  being  assailed  with  missiles  and  scattering  shots 
from  windows,  doors,  and  house-tops ;  but  the  rioters  fled  before  them  to 
the  houses  and  fences.  Saturday,  the  sixth  day  of  the  disturbance,  found 
the  city  nearly  as  tranquil  as  usual,  except  that  the  military  forces  were  in 
constant  motion  through  the  streets.  Two  million  dollars  of  property 
had  been  destroyed,  and  it  is  believed  one  thousand  of  the  rioters  had 
fallen. 

On  the  19th  of  the  following  October  the  corner-stone  of  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Design  was  laid,  in  Twenty-third  Street,  corner 
of  Fourth  Avenue,  which  cost  some  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
chiefly  contributed  by  wealthy  citizens  who  were  lovers  of  art.  The  edifice 
was  built  of  white  Westchester  County  marble  banded  with  gray  stone, 
and  presents  a  capricious  but  beautiful  blending  of  the  white  and  gray. 
William  CuUen  Bryant,  for  many  years  president  of  the  New  York  Gal- 


776 


HISTORY   OF   THE  CITY   OF  NEW   YORK. 


leiy  of  Fine  Arts  (established  in  1844),  made  a  memorable  speech  on  this 
occasion,  in  which  he  said  :  "  For  more  than  a  third  of  a  century  the 
Academy  has  had  a  nomadic  existence,  pitching  its  tent  now  here  and 
now  there,  as  convenience  might  dictate,  but  never  possessing  a  perma- 
nent seat.  It  is  at  last  enabled,  through  the  munificence  of  the  citizens 
of  New  York  —  a  munificence  worthy  of  the  greatness  of  our  capital  and 

most  honorable  to  the 


cliaracter  of  those  who 
iiiliabit  it  —  to  erect 
a  building  suitable  for 
its  purposes  and  in 
SI  )me  degree  commen- 
surate with  the  great- 
ness of  its  objects. 
When  this  institution 
came  into  existence 
I  could  count  the 
eminent  artists  of  the 
( I  amtry  on  my  fingers ! 
N'ow  what  mau  among 
;.^  is  able  to  euumer- 
aLe  all  the  clever  men 
in  the  United  States 
who  have  devoted  the 
efforts  of  their  genius 
to  the  Fine  Arts  ? " 

No  figure  has  been 
more  familiar  to  New 
York  of  the  present 
generation  than  that  of  the  poet  and  journalist,  William  Cullen  Bryant. 
He  was  a  short,  slender  man,  yet  such  was  the  effect  of  his  presence  that 
few  ever  tliought  of-  calling  him  small.  His  life  in  the  city,  spanning 
fifty-three  years,  was  identified  with  the  rise  of  authorship,  and  American 
literature  recognizes  in  him  one  of  its  greatest  founders  and  most  famous 
builders.  His  natural  gifts  were  successfully  trained  and  cultured.  He 
was  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the  widest  and  deepest  study  of 
poetry  in  all  literatures,  young  and  old,  in  all  languages  and  schools  ;  thus 
he  kept  his  verse  in  perfect  finish  for  sixty  successive  years.  His  active 
and  practical  pursuits  kept  him  meanwhile  in  full  sympathy  with  every- 
day affairs  ;  and  the  dignity,  beauty,  and  purity  of  his  private  character 
endeared  him  to  society.     He   occupied  the  front  rank  among   distiu- 
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guished  Americans,  and  his  name  is  a  household  word  wherever  the 
English  language  is  spoken.  During  the  last  decade  prior  to  his  death  in 
1878,  no  citizen  of  New  York  was  oftener  called  to  preside  in  public 
meetings,  to  pronounce  welcomes  to  honored  strangers,  or  speak  at  literary 
and  charitable  festivals  ;  and  his  refined  intellectual  face,  in  its  setting  of 
white  hair  and  full  beard,  was  as  well  known,  particularly  in  the  higher 
social  circles  of  the  metropolis,  as  his  name.^ 

Details  of  the  civil  war  occupy  too  wide  a  space  for  insertion  in  this 
volume.      The  high  purpose  and  noble  liberality  of  New  York, 
foreshadowed  by  the  early  movements,  continued  even  to  the  end. 
The  great  sanitary  fair,  opened  on  the  5th  of  April,  which  netted  up- 

1  The  following  autobiographical  letter  from  William  Culleu  Bryant,  dated  March  5, 1869, 
will  be  treasured  with  interest.  The  original,  in  his  own  well-known  hand,  is  in  possession 
of  the  author,  and  is  printed  verbatim  :  "  I  was  born  in  Cummington,  Massachusetts,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1794.  I  began  to  write  verses  early,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  one  of  my  poems  was  pub- 
lished in  the  county  paper  —  the  Hampshire  Gazette.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  a  poem  of  mine, 
entitled  '  The  Embargo,  a  Satire '  was  published  at  Boston,  which  the  next  year  appeared  in 
a  second  edition  with  other  poems.  After  leaving  college  I  studied  the  classics  and  mathe- 
matics awhile,  but  about  that  time  wrote  my  poem  entitled  '  Thanatopsis. '  I  am  not  quite  cer- 
tain whether  this  was  in  my  eighteenth  or  in  my  nineteenth  year,  probably  the  latter.  I  then 
began  the  study  of  law  with  Judge  Howe  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Worthington,  and  com- 
pleted it  at  Bridgewater  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  William  Baylies.  I  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1S15.  I  practiced  law  in  Plainfieldone  year  and  at  Great  Barrington  nine  years.  'Than- 
atojisis '  and  one  or  two  other  poems  were  sent  by  my  father  in  1816  to  the  North  American 
Review,  and  published.  In  1821  I  delivered  at  Cambridge,  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
a  poem  entitled  'The  Ages,'  which  was  published  the  same  year,  along  with  several  smaller 
poems.  In  1820  I  wrote  several  poems  which  appeared  in  the  Boston  Literary  Gazette.  In 
1825  I  removed  to  New  York  and  became  one  of  the  editors  of  a  monthly  entitled  the  New 
York  Review.  The  same  year  I  was  temporarily  employed  in  the  Evenhig  Post,  a  situation 
which  became  permanent  the  next  year.  The  New  York  Review  was  merged  that  year  in  the 
United  States  Review,  published  both  at  New  York  and  Boston,  in  which  I  was  associated 
with  Mr.  Charles  Folsom  of  Cambridge.  It  lived  but  a  year.  In  1827  and  the  two  following 
years  I  was  associated  with  Mr.  Gulian  C.  Verplanck  and  Mr.  Eobert  C.  Sands  in  an  annual 
publication  called  the  Talisman,  consisting  of  miscellanies  written  almost  exclusively  by  us 
three.  In  1832  I  published  a  collection  of  my  poems  in  New  York,  which  has  since  been 
re-published  in  many  enlarged  editions.  I  went  abroad  in  1834,  returning  in  1836.  I  went 
abroad  again  in  1845,  and  a  third  time  in  1849,  and  on  returning  published  a  volume  entitled 
'  Letters  of  a  Traveler.'  In  1852  I  went  to  Cuba,  and  the  same  year  again  to  Europe,  extend- 
ing my  journey  to  Egyjit  and  the  Holy  Land.  I  made  a  fifth  voyage  to  Europe  with  my 
family  in  1857,  when  I  visited  Spain  and  Algiers,  and  on  my  return  published  a  volume  en- 
titled 'Letters  from  ^pain.'  In  1864  I  published  a  separate  volume  of  verse  entitled 
'Thirty  Poems.'  In  1867  I  again  visited  Europe,  when  I  traveled  in  Spain  for  the  second 
time. 

"I  was  married  in  Great  Barrington  in  the  year  1821  to  Miss  Fanny  Fairchild  of  that  place. 
She  was  taken  from  me  in  July,  1866.  I  have  held  no  public  office  except  some  small  local 
offices  in  Great  Barrington,  except  that  I  was  one  of  the  electors  at  large  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  first  election  as  President.  I  have  now  been  forty-four  years  a 
journalist." 
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wards  of  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  were  the  chief  events  of  1864.     The 
assassination  of  Lincoln  in  April  following,  just  as  his  work  was  finished, 
and  the  enemies  of  the  Republic  suing   for  peace,  and  the  attack 
^*^^'  upon  the  Secretary  of  State,  William  H.  Seward  of  New  York, 
and  his  son,  both  of  whom  were  wellnigh   murdered,  struck  the  New 
York  heart  with  keenest  anguish.     The  news  came  at  half  past  seven 
in  the  morning,  and  before  ten  business  was  entirely  suspended, 
stores  were  closed,  except  where  a  half-door  was  left  ajar  to  ac- 
commodate persons  seeking  mourning,  and  the  whole  city  was  draped,  from 
the  most  sumptuous  edifices  to  the  humblest  tenements.     A  few  days 
later,  and  the  citizens  tenderly  received  the  sacred  remains  of  the  martyred 
President,  with  bowed  heads  and  streaming  eyes.     On  the  after- 
noon  of  the  25th  the  funeral  party  was  escorted  to  the  depot  on 
its  way  to  Illinois  by  a  procession  five  miles  long,  and  an  immense  as- 
semblage in  Union  Square  listened  to  funeral  orations  from  George  Ban- 
croft the  historian,  and  William  CuUen  Bryant.     Presently  the  heroes  of 
the  war  were  on  their  homeward  route.     They  had  accomplished  vast  re- 
sults.    But  they  came  not  as  they  went,  with  gay  colors  and  full  ranks  ; 
they  had  poured  out  their  blood  in  rivers,  and  left  their  dead  in  Inulti- 
tudes.     No  braver  men  had  gone  out  to  battle  for  the  Union  than  the 
soldiers  of  New  York. 

One  of  the  special  outgrowths  of  the  war  was  the  Union  League  Club, 
now  seventeen  years  of  age.  It  originated  in  1863  with  a  few  prominent 
gentlemen,  chief  among  whom  was  the  distinguished  scientist.  Dr.  Wolcott 
Gibbs,  grandson  of  Oliver  Wolcott.  At  a  meeting  held  at  his  residence 
in  East  Twenty-ninth  Street,  January  30,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
report  a  scheme  of  organization  whereby  a  body  of  influential  citizens 
should  discountenance  and  rebuke  by  moral  and  social  influences  all  dis- 
loyalty to  the  Federal  government  —  and  impress  upon  the  public  mind 
that  this  was  a  Nation,  not  a  confederacy.  On  the  21st  of  February  a 
constitution  was  adopted,  with  seventy-six  signatures.  Five  hundred 
names  were  quickly  enrolled,  and  this  membership  represented  the  mer- 
chants, scholars,  clergymen,  lawyers,  scientists,  artists,  and  citizens  —  in 
short,  the  substantial  worth  of  New  York.  Among  those  conspicuous  in 
the  formation  of  the  club  were  Hon.  Murray  Hoffman,  Dr.  Cornelius  R. 
Agnew,  George  T.  Strong,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Bellows,  George  C.  Anthon, 
Professor  Theodore  W.  Dwight,  Horatio  Allen,  Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  Rev. 
Dr.  S.  H.  Weston,  William  J.  Hoppin,  William  Cullen  Bryant,  Robert  H. 
McCurdy,  and  Moses  H.  Grinnell.  The  first  president  was  Robert  B. 
Miuturn,  and  the  second,  Jonathan  Sturges.    Among  the  early  vice-presi- 
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dents  were  William  H.  Aspinwall,  Charles  King,  Francis  B.  Cutting, 
George  Bancroft,  Alexander  T.  Stewart,  Moses  Taylor,  Dr.  Willard 
Parker,  John  C.  Green,  and  James  W.  Beekman.  And  upon  its  pioneer 
executive  committees  were  George  Griswold,  George  Cabot  Ward,  Robert 
Lenox  Kennedy,  John  Jay,  grandson  of  the  chief  justice,  William  E. 
Dodge,  Jr.,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  James  Boorman  Johnston.  The  club 
has  now  over  one  thousand  resident  members  and  nearly  five  hundred 
non-resident  members.  An  elegant  new  edifice  is  in  process  of  erection 
in  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Thirty-ninth  Street.  Its  president  in  1880  is 
our  recent  Secretary  of  State,  Hamilton  Fish. 

The  Century  Club,  an  association  of  authors,  artists,  and  men  of  letters, 
was  founded  in  1847,  and  in  1857  entered  upon  its  existence  as  a  corpo- 
rate body.  Its  chief  founder  was  William  CuUen  Bryant,  who  died  its 
honored  president.  Its  roll  of  membership,  numbering  six  hundred,  in- 
cludes some  of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  the  metropolis  —  not 
only  in  poesy,  art,  and  literature,  but  in  statesmanship  and  jurisprudence. 
It  has  a  fine  club-house  in  Fifteenth  Street,  near  Union  Square,  a  collection 
of  paintings,  and  a  library  containing  principally  works  on  art.  Among 
the  many  other  flourishing  and  noteworthy  clubs  are  the  Knickerbocker, 
exclusive  and  aristocratic,  of  which  Alexander  Hamilton,  grandson  of  the 
statesman,  is  president ;  the  Manhattan,  which  originated  during  the  Presi- 
dential canvass  of  1864,  and  to  which  none  but  Democrats  are  eligible ; 
the  Travelers,  which  had  for  its  principal  object,  at  its  inception  in  1865, 
the  reception  of  noted  travelers,  as  its  name  indicates,  and  their  introduc- 
tion to  the  public ;  the  Lotus,  organized  in  1870,  to  promote  social  inter- 
course among  journalists,  literary  men,  artists,  and  members  of  the 
theatrical  profession;  and  the  St.  Nicholas  club,  founded  in  1875,  of 
which  the  members  must  all  be  descendants  of  families  who  dwelt  in  New 
York  prior  to  the  Revolution.  Its  president  at  the  present  time  is  Fred- 
erick De  Peyster,  who  is  also  president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
and  among  its  trustees  are  George  G.  De  Witt,  Edward  F.  De  Lancey, 
E.  Livingston  Ludlow,  Augustus  Schell,  Eugene  Schieffelin,  Benjamin 
L.  Swan,  Herbert  C.  Pell,  Robert  G.  Remsen,  John  Treat  Irving,  John 
Schuyler,  Benjamin  H.  Field,  James  W.  Beekman,  Bayard  Clarke,  and 
Abraham  K.  Lawrence. 

The  common  schools  of  New  York  have  multiplied  from  the  one  Free 
School  described  upon  a  former  page  into  three  hundred  and  five.  The 
children  now  taught  in  them  exceed  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  thou- 
sand, at  a  yearly  cost  to  the  city  of  three  and  one  fourth  million  dollars. 
The  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  established  in  1848,  gives  complete- 
ness to  tlie  grand  system  by  which  the  cliildren  of  parents  in  all  grades  of 
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society  may  acquire  a  finished  education,  second  to  none  in  general  excel- 
lence. The  Normal  College  for  young  women  registers  about  sixteen  hun- 
dred pupils,  and  the  curriculum  includes  Latin,  physics,  chemistry,  German, 
natural  science,  French,  drawing,  and  music.  It  is  a  model  school.  The 
edifice,  one  of  the  most  complete  structures  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  is 
situated  in  Sixty-ninth  Street,  near  Lexington  Avenue.  It  is  built  in  the 
secular  Gothic  style,  and  has  a  lofty  and  massive  Victoria  tower.  It  cost 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  expense  of  the  institu- 
tion is  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  An  eminent  statesman 
said,  in  1839  :  "  History  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  financial  achievements 
of  New  York.  It  has  sustained  the  expenses  of  its  own  administration, 
and  founded  and  endowed  a  broad  system  of  education,  charitable  institu- 
tions for  every  class  of  the  unfortunate,  and  a  penitentiary  establishment 
which  is  adopted  as  a  model  by  all  civilized  nations."  With  the  manifold 
improvements  since  that  time  in  our  public  school  system,  it  is  no  matter 
of  wonder  that  Austria,  Prussia,  France,  and  England  have  borrowed  and 
adopted  many  of  its  vital  features. 

In  addition  to  the  public  schools,  the  city  abounds  with  excellent  pri- 
vate seminaries  and  schools  ;  there  is  hardly  a  block  without  one  or  two. 
All  the  leading  institutions  of  this  character  are  in  charge  of  accomplished 
educators  —  and  are  admirably  supported.  The  Charlier  Institute,  for 
boys,  is  an  example.  It  is  a  romantic  story,  the  career  of  Elie  Cliarlier, 
who  built  up  a  fiourishing  school  and  erected  an  elegant  structure  over- 
looking Central  Park,  at  a  cost  of  over  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
without  calling  upon  the  public  for  the  slightest  money  aid.  He  was 
drilled  in  the  famous  college  at  Neuchatel,  in  Switzerland,  and  arrived  in 
the  city  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  with  letters  of  introduction  and  a  cash 
capital  of  thirty-six  dollars.  One  of  his  letters  was  to  the  mayor,  James 
Harper,  who  said  to  him,  "  Young  man,  in  this  country  we  are  all  busy, 
and  we  all  help  ourselves.  Use  my  name  for  reference  if  you  wish,  and 
go  ahead."  The  advice  was  followed.  Young  Charlier  opened  a  school 
with  seven  scholars;  and,  without  trustees  or  corporation,  or  funds  from 
charity  or  State,  his  untiring  industry  and  vigilant  attention  to  details 
resulted  in  a  success  witliout  parallel  in  the  history  of  private  educational 
institutions. 

In  Fifth  Avenue,  overlooking  Central  Park  from  the  east,  and  occupy- 
ing nearly  the  whole  space  between  Seventieth  and  Seventy-first  streets, 
stands  the  Lenox  Library,  a  massive  and  unique  stone  structure  which 
contains  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  collections  of  printed  books  and 
manuscripts  on  the  globe,  the  peer,  in  some  important  particulars,  of  the 
British  ^Museum  and  the  National  Library  at  Paris.     It  is  the  noblest  of 
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a  long  series  of  benefactions  for  which  New  York  is  indebted  to  James 
Lenox.  He  was  a  son  of  the  rich  New  York  merchant,  Robert  Lenox, 
and  highly  educated  and  cultured,  with  discriminating  judgment,  he  spent 
a  long  life  in  collecting  the  rarest  books,  paintings,  sculptures,  and  ceram- 
ics which  money  could  buy.  The  building  and  its  site,  the  interior  fit- 
tings and  furniture,  and  the  precious  treasures  within  its  walls  are  all  his 
gift  —  representing  not  less  than  a  million  dollars.  In  1870  the  institu- 
tion was  placed  upon  a  footing  with  others  of  a  similar  nature  by  an  act 
of  incorporation,  nine  trustees  being  authorized  to  receive  all  such  prop- 
erty from  Mr.  Lenox  as  he  might  please  to  consign  to  their  keeping. 
Among  the  riches  of  this  library  are  a  large  number  of  specimens  of  the 
first  products  of  the  typographic  art,  illustrated  manuscript  copies  of  Bi- 
bles of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  Shakespeariana,  Americana 
—  and  the  most  famous  and  precious  of  all  books,  the  Mazarin  Bible,  the 
first  book  ever  printed  with  movable  types. 

The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  occupies  a  structure  some  half  a  mile 
above  Lenox  Library,  in  Central  Park,  near  Fifth  Avenue,  which  is  but  a 
small  portion  of  a  projected  gigantic  series  of  buildings  for  the  use  of  tlie 
museum.  The  movement  which  resulted  in  this  institution  for  the  art 
culture  of  the  community  was  initiated  at  a  public  meeting  for  consulta- 
tion on  the  subject,  November  23,  1869,  when  a  special  committee  of 
fifty  gentlemen  was  appointed  ;  this  committee  was  afterwards  increased 
to  over  twice  its  original  size,  including  the  principal  patrons  of  art  among 
the  wealthy  citizens,  together  with  some  of  the  leading  artists.  The  act  of 
incorporation  bears  date  April  13,  1870.  Contributions  from  a  variety  of 
sources  have  laid  the  solid  foundation  for  an  art  museum  which  in  course 
of  time  will  take  rank  with  the  older  and  more  famous  institutions  of  the 
same  character  in  the  leading  European  capitals.  In  ancient  antiquities 
it  is  already  superior  to  any  of  them.  The  remarkable  archaeological  col- 
lection, gathered  by  General  Di  Cesnola  during  several  years  of  explora- 
tion among  the  ruins  of  the  island  of  Cyprus,  consists  of  over  ten  thousand 
objects.  Under  his  directorship  these,  together  with  the  other  and  varied 
collections,  were  admirably  arranged  in  the  new  building ;  the  museum  was 
formally  opened  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  March  30,  1880. 
Tlie  Egyptian  obelisk,  dating  backward  to  the  time  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  is  now  being  erected  in  Central  Park,  opposite  the  Museum  of  Art, 
the  expenses  of  the  remarkable  undertaking  being  defrayed  from  the  pri- 
vate purse  of  one  of  New  York's  public-spirited  citizens. 

The  Museum  of  Natural  History,  which  dates  from  181)9,  occupies  a 
new  fire-proof  edifice  in  Manhattan  Square,  upon  the  western  side  of 
Central  Park,  nearly  o])posite  the  ]\Iuseum  of  Art ;  tlie  corner-stone  was 
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laid  by  President  Ulysses  Grant,  June  2,  1874,  and  the  museum  formally 
opened  by  President  Hayes,  December  12,  1877.  The  building,  however, 
like  that  of  the  Museum  of  Art,  is  only  a  single  wing  of  an  immense  mass 
of  buildings  to  be  erected  in  the  future.  The  first  purchase  for  the  nmseum 
was  the  Veneauz  collection  of  natural  history  specimens,  the  next  the  Elliot 
collection  of  the  birds  of  North  America,  and  the  entire  museum  of  Prince 
Maximilian  of  Neuwied.  The  intention  is  to  establish  a  post-graduate 
university  of  Natural  Science,  at  which  students  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  may  find  as  full  collections  of  specimens  as  are  to  be  found  at  Lon- 
don or  Berlin.  The  first  president  of  the  museum  was  John  David  Wolfe, 
a  gentleman  of  aesthetic  tastes  and  liberal  culture,  who  made  many  valu- 
able gifts  to  various  institutions.^  His  daughter,  Miss  Catharine  L. 
Wolfe,  has  presented  the  Jay  collection  of  shells  which  occupy  the  desk 
cases  in  the  center  of  the  hall  in  the  lower  story,  besides  other  handsome 
donations. 

The  public-spirited  citizens  who  have  contributed  individually  and 
collectively  to  the  development  of  New  York  are  legion.  The  practical 
philanthropy  of  Peter  Cooper,  who  has  given  the  labor  of  a  long  life  to  the 
advancement  and  diffusion  of  scientific  knowledge,  is  seen  in  the  six-story 
brown  stone  edifice  at  the  junction  of  Third  and  Fourth  Avenues,  at 
Seventh  Street.  It  was  built  by  him  in  1857,  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  endowed  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  support  of  a  free  reading-room  and  library — which 
now  contains  about  fifteen  thousand  miscellaneous  works.  The  scheme 
of  the  Cooper  Union  includes  free  schools  of  science  and  art,  both  day 
and  evening.     The  expenses  of  the  institution  are  some  forty-five  thou- 

1  John  David  Wolfe  married  Dorothea,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catharine  Griswold  Loril- 
lard,  and  had  one  daughter,  Catliarine  Lorillard  Wolfe.  Elenora  Lorillard,  sister  of  Mrs. 
John  David  Wolfe,  married  Captain  Spencer,  U.  S.  A.,  and  their  .son,  Lorillard  Spencer, 
married  Sarah  I.  Griswold,  daughter  of  Charles  C.  Griswold,  and  niece  of  the  Sarah  Griswold 
who  married  John  Lyon  Gardiner,  of  the  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island  ;  Elenora,  daughter 
of  Lorillard  and  Sarah  Griswold  Spencer,  married  Virginio  Cenci,  Prince  of  Vicovaro,  the 
Grand  Chamberlain  to  the  King  of  Italy.     (See  pp.  612,  639.) 

The  Lorillards  have  for  a  century  occupied  a  high  place  in  the  business  and  social  world  of 
New  York.  There  were  three  brother.s,  Peter,  Jacob,  and  George,  in  partnership,  and  the 
firm  is  still  continued  by  their  descendants.  Peter,  son  of  Peter  and  Catharine  Griswold 
Lorillard,  married  Catharine  Griswold,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  L.  Griswold,  of  the  great 
"China"  hou.se  of  W.  L.  &  George  Griswold.  Their  children  :  1.  Catharine,  married  James 
P.  Kernochan  (son  of  Joseph  Kernochan,  president  of  Fulton  Bank),  and  has  Catharine, 
Perigond,  and  James  ;  2.  Mary,  married  Henry  Barbey,  of  Geneva,  Switzerland  ;  3.  Eve, 
married  Colonel  J.  Lawrence  Kip,  son  of  Eight  Rev.  Bi.shop  William  Ingraham  Kip,  of 
California  ;  4.  Pierre,  married  Emily,  daughter  of  Dr.  Isaac  E.  Taylor  ;  5.  Jacob ;  6. 
George  L  ;  7.  Louis  L.,  married  Katharine  Living.ston  Beekman,  daughter  of  Gilbert  L. 
Px'ekman. 
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sand  dollars  per  annum,  derived  chiefly  from  the  rental  of  stores  and 
offices  in  the  building,  together  with  the  income  of  the  endowment  fund. 
In  the  Woman's  Art  School  two  hundred  and  fifty  receive  gratuitous  in- 
struction yearlv,  and  are  fitted  for  teaching,  engraving,  designing,  illus- 
trating  books,  coloring  photographs,  and  other  congenial  and  remunerative 
employments. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian'  Association,  establislied  in  1852,  occupies 
a  handsome  architectural  structure  erected  in  the  style  of  the  French 
Eenaissance  in  Twenty-third  Street,  corner  of  Fourth  Avenue,  in  1869,  at 
a  cost  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  reading-room  has  some  four 
hundred  papers  and  magazines,  and  the  library  twelve  thousand  well- 
chosen  volumes.  It  has  also  a  gymnasium,  bowling-alley,  baths,  class- 
rooms, parlors,  musical  privileges,  and  a  concert-hall.  Four  branch  or- 
ganizations each  sustain  religious  meetings  and  lectures.  A  well-known 
philanthropist  has  recently  purchased  a  farm  in  New  Jersey  and  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  officers,  to  provide  a  home  for  unemployed  men 
in  needy  circumstances.  The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  in- 
corporated in  1873,  to  promote  the  temporal,  social,  mental,  moral,  and 
religious  welfare  of  young  women,  is  in  successful  operation  upon  a 
similar  basis,  with  a  well-appointed  reading-room,  a  circulating  library 
of  five  thousand  volumes,  and  an  employment  bureau.  The  Mott  Memo- 
rial Library,  the  Libraries  of  the  Geographical  and  Genealogical  Societies, 
and  the  Library  at  the  City  Hall  are  among  the  public  collections  of  books 
with  which  the  city  abounds. 

Among  the  many  private  picture-galleries  of  value  are  those  collected 
by  Marshall  0.  Eoberts,  August  Belmont,  agent  of  the  Rothschilds,  and 
Alexander  T.  Stewart,  the  great  merchant  whose  colossal  fortune  was  ac- 
quired by  making  trade  a  study  and  a  science.  He  came  to  New  York 
from  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1823,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  having  judt  been 
graduated  with  honors  from  Trinity  College,  readily  obtained  a  situation 
to  teach  the  modern  languages  and  mathematics  in  a  school  in  Roosevelt 
Street  —  where  Fletcher  Harper,  of  Harper  Brothers,  was  a  pupil.  He 
soon  opened  a  small  store,  and  at  the  end  of  half  a  century  died  the  rich- 
est merchant  in  tlie  world.  His  fifty  millions  balanced  the  fifty  millions 
of  William  B.  Astor,  who  inherited  a  fortune  and  had  only  to  invest 
wisely,  like  all  great  land-holders,  to  double  and  treble  it.  Stewart  ranked 
next  to  Astor  as  a  city  real-estate  owner.  During  the  Irish  famine, 
in  1847,  he  sent  a  ship  filled  with  provisions  as  a  gift  to  his  native  coun- 
try. After  the  Franco-German  war  he  sent  a  steamer  to  Havre  with 
flour  for  the  suftererr;  in  manufacturing  districts ;  and  when  Chicago  was 
desolated  by  fire  in  1871,  he  gave  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  whose  long  and  dazzling  career  terminated  in 
1877,  is  supposed  to  have  left  at  least  one  hundred  millions.  His  achieve- 
ments are  among  the  most  romantic  and  extraordinary  in  history,  and 
are  connected  with  the  interests  of  millions  of  human  beings.  He  was 
born  on  Staten  Island,  in  1794,  and  while  transit  from  one  point  to  an- 
other was  slow  and  vexatious,  and  the  air  full  of  the  new  theories  about 
the  use  of  steam,  his  brain  was  alive  witli  unformed  notions  and  scientific 

^'^ ■   ~^ — --,^  uncertainties.  He  was 

thirteen  when  Eobert 
/  X  Fulton  made  his  first 

successful  experiment. 
The  significance  of  the 
invention  took  deep 
root  in  his  mind  and 
grew  with  his  growth. 
He  went  into  business 
for  himself  as  a  steam- 
Ijoat-builder  in  1829. 
-£  In  1857  he  began  to 
invest  funds  in  rail- 
road stock.  Twelve 
years  later  and  one 
thousand  miles  of 
track  were  under  his 
control.  Among  his 
great  public  works 
was  the  freight  depot 
in  Hudson  Street,  on 
million  dollars.  He 
steam  vessels,  and  be- 
masters  of  the  railroad 
tinent  —  his  millions 
and  his  numerous 


m 


5;  f  !:;|plf 'I  I, 


a  site  which  cost  a 
built  a  hundred 
came    one    of    the 

„    , .  Elevated  Railways. 

system  of  the  con- 
affecting  every  industry.      He  had  thirteen  cliildren 
descendants  reside  chiefly  in  New  York. 

The  latest  herculean  undertaking  of  New  York  has  been  the  erection 
of  elevated  railways  through  the  streets.  The  project  had  been  in  agita- 
tion a  full  dozen  years  before  its  successful  issue  in  1878,  and  neither  the 
Erie  Canal  nor  the  Croton  Aqueduct  encountered  more  fierce  and  deter- 
mined opposition.  Horse-railroad  companies  and  property  owners  brought 
suits  and  laid  injunctions  at  every  step.  Charters  were  declared  uncon- 
stitutional, and  cases  were  carried  from  tribunal  to  tribunal.     When  the 
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battle  was  at  last  won,  the  helpless  and  hopeless  community  cried  out 
in  agony  that  the  noise  would  kill  business,  the  unsightly  objects  destroy 
the  beauty  of  the  city,  and  the  moving  of  trains  in  the  air  frigliten  horses 
and  endanger  human  life.  The  long  and  narrow  conformation  of  the  isl- 
and renders  only  few  lines  necessary,  and  obviates  in  a  great  measure  the 
perils  arising  from  frequent  junctions  and  road-crossings.  The  success  of 
the  enterprise  was  much  greater  than  the  most  sanguine  ever  thought 
of  predicting.  The  noise  quickly  blended  in  the  general  din,  the  new 
sense  of  convenience  displaced  that  of  deformity,  and  the  brute  creation 
mildly  observed  and  passed  on,  as  if  beyond  surprise  at  any  modern  im- 
provement in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  disadvantages  of  dwelling  in 
Harlem  were  at  once  removed,  and  the  increase  of  handsome  buildings 
in  that  portion  of  the  metropolis  within  the  last  twelve  months  indicates 
the  influence  of  the  elevated  roads  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 

The  great  bridge  across  the  East  River  between  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn commenced  in  1870,  is  still  in  process  of  construction.  The  whole 
length  will  be  six  tliousand  feet,  and  the  width  includes  space  for  a  com- 
fortable promenade,  two  railroad  tracks,  and  four  wagon  tracks.  It  is  so 
high  that  navigation  will  not  be  impeded.  The  cost  has  already  greatly 
exceeded  the  original  estimate  for  the  entire  work. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  metropolis  have  from  first  to  last  oc- 
cupied distinguished  attention.  The  swiftness  with  which  a  dense  popu- 
lation has  spread  over  the  island  has  prevented  the  execution  of  many 
projects  which  would  have  added  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
city.  But  the  fruits  of  experience  are  being  turned  to  advantage  in  in- 
numerable particulars.  The  leading  sanitarian  of  the  country,  and  the 
only  civil  engineer  who  has  ever  given  us  a  complete  topographical  map 
of  Manhattan  Island,  showing  all  its  original  water-courses,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  proper  drainage,  is  General  Egbert  L.  Viele,  a  descendant  of  the 
Knickerbocker  family  —  not  that  of  romance,  but  the  genuine  family 
founded  by  Herman  Jansen  Knickerbocker,  who  settled  in  New  York 
when  the  metropolis  was  a  little  fur-station,  and  married  the  daughter  of 
Von  De  Bogert,  surgeon  of  the  Dutch  ship  Eendragt.  In  one  of  the  gen- 
erations of  this  family,  Herman  Knickerbocker,  a  judge  and  member  of 
Congress  in  the  time  of  Madison,  was  a  man  of  wit  as  well  as  fortune, 
and  extremely  fond  of  practical  jokes.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Washington  Irving,  whose  genius  immortalized  his  name  —  and  it  has 
since  become  a  generic  terni  by  which  the  descendants  of  the  original 
Dutch  settlers  are  designated.  Viele  was  the  author  of  the  State  public 
health  measures,  resulting  in  the  organization  of  a  Board  of  Health  in 
1866,  which  consists  of  the  health  officer  of  the  port,  the  president  of  tlie 
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police,  and  two  commissioners,  one  of  whom  must  have  been  for  five 
years  a  practicing  physician ;  it  is  invested  with  extensive  powers. 

The  Fire  Department  force  numbers,  in  1880,  about  eight  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  old  volunteer  department  ceased  to  exist  in  1865 ;  at  that 
same  time  steam  fire-engines  were  universally  adopted.  Three  commis- 
sioners control  the  department  and  enforce  all  laws  in  relation  to  the 
sale  and  storage  of  combustibles.  About  six  hundred  fire-alarm  boxes 
are  distributed  through  the  city,  and  the  keys  are  carried  by  policemen 
and  firemen,  while  a  key  is  also  deposited  near  every  alarm-box  —  its 
location  designated  upon  the  box  itself.  Some  forty-two  steam-engines, 
four  chemical  engines,  and  other  paraphernalia  for  extinguishing  fires 
afford  a  curious  contrast  to  the  leathern  fire-buckets  used  prior  to  1730 — 
when  the  first  fire  department  was  organized,  and  two  small  fire-engines 
ordered  from  London  "  by  the  first  conveniency." 

The  public  and  private  markets  of  the  city  have  kept  pace  with  the 
demand.  Washington  Market  occupies  an  almost  square  block,  bounded 
by  Washington,  West,  Fulton,  and  Vesey  streets  —  and  the  sidewalks  are 
roofed.  The  spectacle  within  is  one  of  interest,  particularly  in  the  holiday 
season.  The  great  produce  depot  and  distributing  center  of  the  country 
—  the  termini  of  scores  of  inland  transportation  lines,  and  where  hun- 
dreds of  vessels  are  constantly  discharging  cargoes,  are  alongside.  Fulton 
Market  is  famous  for  its  fish ;  and  about  a  dozen  other  public  markets 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  With  the  establishment 
of  the  district  telegraph  system,  and  the  introduction  of  the  telephone 
into  general  use,  New  York  seems  prepared  to  overcome  every  inconven- 
ience in  the  way  of  magnitude.  Messenger  boys  are  ready  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  execute  any  commission  ;  and  business  men  converse  with  ease 
in  different  localities.  Various  landmarks  have  passed  away  ;  and  prop- 
erty has  changed  hands  and  risen  in  value,  in  a  ratio,  which,  if  fully 
described,  would  seem  like  the  vagaries  of  imagination. 

One  of  the  dark  passages  through  which  New  York  has  recently  passed 
was  in  1872,  when  the  citizens  of  both  political  parties  combined  against 
the  public  plunderers  who  had  for  years  controlled  the  city  government.  A 
committee  of  seventy  was  chosen,  and  the  leaders  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable conspiracies  ever  aimed  at  municipal  integrity  brought  to  jus- 
tice.    The  following  year  was  marked  by  a  severe  financial  panic. 

The  part  played  by  New  York  in  the  history  of  the  country  needs  no 
eulogy.  Facts  speak  eloquently  for  themselves.  When  our  future  shall 
be  the  past,  it  will  be  remembered  that  eight  premiers  of  the  nation  have 
been  of  New  York  birtli  and  ancestry,  each  performing  his  duty  nobly  and 
well  in  times  of  peculiar  moment.     Neither  will  it  be  forgotten  that  New 
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York  has  furnished  eight  Vice-Presidents  —  more  than  one  third  of  the 
number  since  the  birth  of  tlie  nation — and  two  Presidents.  Of  eminent 
statesmen  whose  services  Iiave  been  of  national  importance  and  whose 
names  and  fame  are  known  of  all  men,  no  State  presents  a  better  record. 
The  city  and  State  are  virtually  one ;  and  the  world  has  seen  few  social 
structures  with  a  foundation  of  more  breadth  and  solidity.  In  tracing 
the  origin,  rise,  and  progress  of  New  York  we  have  aimed  at  something 
more  than  a  mere  recital  of  events.  Political  quarrels  have  their  uses, 
and  wars  and  tumults  furnish  entertainment  and  instruction.  But  when 
we  would  learn  the  true  spirit  of  a  community  we  must  become  intelli- 
gent as  to  the  material  of  which  it  is  composed.  We  have  studied  the  suc- 
cessive steps  by  which  a  wilderness  island  has  been  transformed  into  a 
brilliant  and  powerful  metropolis,  its  boundless  wealth,  opinions,  and 
people  flooding  the  whole  continent;  and  now  with  a  glimpse  of  the 
noisiest  and  busiest  thoroughfare  in  America  —  built  upon  the  site  of  the 
savage  pathway  —  we  turn  the  final  page  of  this  work. 


Bird's-eye  Glimpse  of  Broadway. 
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A. 

THE  TREATY  WITH  BURGOYNE. 

Article  I.  The  troops  under  Lieuteuant-general  Burgoyne  to  march  out 
of  their  camp  with  the  honors  of  war ;  and  the  artillery  of  the  intrenchments 
to  the  verge  of  the  river,  where  the  old  fort  stood,  where  the  arms  and  artillery- 
are  to  be  left.  The  arms  to  be  piled  by  word  of  command  from  their  own 
officers. 

IT.  A  free  passage  to  be  granted  to  the  army  under  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne to  Great  Britain,  upon  condition  of  not  serving  again  in  North  America 
during  the  present  contest ;  and  the  port  of  Boston  to  be  assigned  for  the  entry 
of  transports  to  receive  the  troops  whenever  General  Howe  shall  so  order. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by  which  the  army  under  General  Bur- 
goyne, or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  article  to  be  void  so 
far  as  such  exchange  shall  be  made. 

IV.  The  army  under  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  is  to  march  to  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  by  the  easiest  and  most  expeditious  and  convenient  route,  and  to  be 
quartered  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as  possible  to  Boston,  that  the  march  of  the 
troops  may  not  be  delayed,  when  transports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

V.  The  troops  to  be  supplied  on  the  march,  and  during  their  being  in  quar- 
ters, Avith  provisions  by  Major-general  Gates's  orders,  at  the  same  rate  of  rations 
as  the  troops  of  his  own  army ;  and,  if  possible,  the  officers,  horses,  and  cattle 
are  to  be  supplied  with  forage  at  the  usual  rates. 

VI.  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  bat  liorses,  and  other  cattle,  and 
no  baggage  to  be  molested  or  searched  ;  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  giving  his 
honor  that  there  are  no  public  stores  contained  therein.  Major-general  Gates 
will,  of  course,  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  due  performance  of  this 
Article.  Should  any  carriages  be  wanted,  during  the  march,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  officers'  baggage,  they  are,  if  possible,  to  be  supplied  by  the  country,  at 
the  usual  rates. 


790 


APPENDIX. 


VII.  Upon  the  march,  and  during  the  time  the  army  shall  remain  in  quar- 
ters in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit,  to  be  separated  from  their  men.  The  officers  are  to  be  quartered  accord- 
ing to  their  rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from  assembling  their  men  for  roll 
callings,  and  other  necessary  purposes  of  regularity. 

VIII.  All  corps  whatever  of  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne's  army,  whether 
composed  of  sailors,  bateau-men,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  companies,  and 
followers  of  the  army,  of  whatever  country,  shall  be  included  in  the  fullest  sense 
and  utmost  extent  of  the  above  Articles,  and  comprehended  in  every  respect  as 
British  subjects. 

IX.  All  Canadians,  and  persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  establishment, 
consisting  of  sailors,  bateau-men,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  companies,  and 
many  other  followers  of  the  army,  who  come  under  no  particular  description,  are 
to  be  permitted  to  return  there  :  they  are  to  be  conducted  immediately,  by  the 
shortest  route,  to  the  first  British  post  on  Lake  George ;  are  to  be  supplied  with 
provisions  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  troops,  and  to  be  bound  by  the  same 
condition  of  not  serving  during  the  present  contest  in  North  America. 

X.  Passports  to  be  immediately  granted  for  three  officers,  not  exceeding 
the  rank  of  captains,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne 
to  carry  dispatches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  to  Great  Britain, 
by  the  way  of  New  York ;  and  Major-general  Gates  engages  the  public  faith 
that  these  dispatches  shall  not  be  opened.  These  officers  are  to  be  set  out 
immediately  after  receiving  their  dispatches,  and  are  to  travel  by  the  shortest 
route,  and  in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 

XI.  During  the  stay  of  the  troops  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  officers  are  to 
be  admitted  on  parole,  and  are  to  be  permitted  to  wear  their  side-arms. 

XII.  Should  the  army  under  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  find  it  necessary 
to  send  for  their  clothing  and  other  baggage  from  Canada,  they  are  to  be  per- 
mitted to  do  it  in  the  most  convenient  manner ;  and  necessary  passports  to  be 
granted  for  that  purpose. 

XIII.  These  Articles  are  to  be  mutually  signed  and  exchanged  to-morrow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock;  and  the  troops  under  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne 
are  to  march  out  of  their  intrenchments  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


Camp  at  Saratoga,  October  16tli,  1777. 


HORATIO  GATES,  Major-General. 


To  prevent  any  doubts  that  might  arise  from  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne's 

name  not  being   mentioned  in  the  above  treaty,   Major-general  Gates   hereby 

declares,  that  he  is  understood  to  be  comprehended  in  it  as  fully  as  if  his  name 

had  been  specifically  mentioned. 

HORATIO  GATES. 
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David  Matthews  (Tory),  1776-1784. 
James  Diiane,  1784-1789. 
Richard  Varick,  1789  - 1 801. 
Edward  Livingston,  1801-1803. 
I)e  Witt  Clinton,  1803-1807. 
Marinus  Willett,  1807-1808. 
De  Witt  Clinton,  1808  -  1810. 
Jacob  Radcliff,  1810-1811. 
De  Witt  Clinton,  1811-1815. 
John  Fergnson,  1815. 
Jacob  Radcliff,  1815-1818. 
Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  1818-1821. 
Stephen  Allen,  1821-1824. 
William  Paulding,  1824-1826. 
Philip  Hone,  1826-1827. 
William  Paulding,  1827-1829. 
Walter  Bowne,  1829-1833. 
Cxideon  Lee,  1833-1834. 
Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  1834-1837. 
Aaron  Clark,  1837-1839. 


Isaac  L.  Varla^i,  1839-1841. 
Robert  H.  Morris,  1841-1844. 
James  Harper,  1844-1847. 
William  V.  Brady,  1847-1848. 
William  F.  Havemeyer,  1848-1849. 
Calebs.  Woodhull,  1849-1851. 
Ambrose  C.  Kingsland,  1851  -1853. 
Jacob  A.  Westervelt,  1853-1855. 
Fernando  Wood,  1855-1858. 
Daniel  N.  Tiemann,  1858-1860. 
Fernando  Wood,  1860-1862. 
George  Opdyke,  1862-1864. 
C.  Godfrey  Gunther,  1864-1866. 
John  T.  Hoffman,  1866-1868. 
Thomas  Coman  (acting  Mayor),  186! 
A.  Oakey  Hall,  1869-1871. 
William  F.  Havemeyer,  1871-1875. 
William  H.  Wickham,  1875-1877. 
Smith  Ely,  1877-1879. 
Edward  Cooper,  1879-1880. 


RECORDERS   OF   NEW   YORK   CITY   SINCE   THE   REVOLUTION. 


Richard  Varick,  1783-1789. 
Samuel  Jones,  1789-1796. 
James  Kent,  1796-1798. 
Richard  Harrison,  1798-1800. 
John  P.  Provost,  1800-1804. 
Maturin  Livingston,  1804-1806. 
Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  1806-1807. 
Maturin  Livingston,  1807-1808. 
Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  1808-1810. 
Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  1810-1811. 
Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  1811-1813. 
Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  1813-1815. 
Richard  Riker,  1815-1819. 
Peter  A.  Jay,  1819-1821. 


Richard  Riker,  1821-1823. 
Samuel  Jones,  1823-1824. 
Richard  Riker,  1824-1838. 
Robert  H.  Morris,  1838-1841. 
Frederick  A.  Tallmadge,  1841  -  1846. 
John  B.  Scott,  1846-1849. 
Frederick  A.  Tallmadge,  1849-1852. 
Francis  R.  Tillon,  1852-1855. 
James  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  1855-1858. 
George  G.  Barnard,  1858-1861. 
John  F.  Hoffman,  1861  -  1866. 
John  K.  Hackett,  1866  -  1879. 
Frederick  Smyth,  1879-1880. 
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D. 


GOVERNORS   OF   NEW   YORK   AS   A   STATE. 


George  Clinton,  1777  -  1795. 

John  Jay,  1795-1801. 

George  Clinton,  1801  -  1804. 

Morgan  Lewis,  1804-1807. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  1807  -  1817. 

John  Tayler,  February- July,  1817. 

De  Witt  Clinton,  1817  -  1822. 

Joseph  C.  Yates,  1822-1824. 

De  Witt  Clinton,  1824-1828. 

Nathaniel  Pitcher,  February  -  July,  1828. 

llartin  Van  Buren,  1828  -  1829. 

Enos  T.  Throop,  March,  1829-1832. 

William  L.  Marcy,  1832  -  1838. 

William  H.  Seward,  1838  -  1842. 

William  C.  Bouck,  1842-1844. 


Silas  Wright,  1844  -  1846. 
John  Young,  1846  -  1849. 
Hamilton  Fish,  1849-1851. 
Washington  Hunt,  1851-1853. 
Horatio  Seymour,  1853-1855. 
xMyron  H.  Clark,  1855-1857. 
John  A.  King,  1857-1859. 
Edwin  D.  Morgan,  1859  -  1863. 
Horatio  Seymour,  1863  -  1865. 
Reuben  E.  Fenton,  1865  -  1S6S. 
John  T.  Hoffman,  1869-1873. 
John  Adams  Dix,  1873  -  1875. 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  1875-1877. 
Lucius  Robinson,  1877  -  1879. 
Alonzo  B.  Cornell,  1879  -  1880. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS   OF   NEW   YORK   AS   A   STATE. 


1804. 


1811. 


Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  1777  -  1795. 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1795-1801 

Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  1801 

John  Broome,  1804-1811. 

John  Taylor  (acting  Lieut.-Gov. ) 

De  Witt  Clinton,  1811  -  1813. 

John  Taylor,  1813-1822. 

Erastus  Root,  1822-1824. 

James  Tallmadge,  1824  -  1826. 

Nathaniel  Pitcher,  1826-1828. 

Enos  T.  Throop,  1828-1830. 

William  M.  Oliver  (acting  Lieut.-Gov.),  1830. 

Edward  P.  Livingston,  1830-1832. 

John  Tracy,  1832-1838. 

Luther  Bradish,  1838-1842. 


Daniels.  Dickinson,  1842-1844. 
Addison  Gardiner,  1844-1847. 
Hamilton  Fish,  1847-1849. 
George  W.  Patterson,  1849-1851. 
Sanford  E.  Church,  1851  -  1855. 
Henry  J.  Raymond,  1855-1857. 
Henry  R.  Selden,  1857-1859. 
Robert  Campbell,  1859  -  1863. 
David  R.  Floyd  Jones,  1863-1865. 
Thomas  G.  Alvord,  1865-1867. 
Stewart  L.  Woodford,  1867  -  1869. 
Allen  C.  Beach,  1869-1873. 
John  C.  Robinson,  1873  -  1875. 
William  Dorsheimer,  1875-1879 
George  G.  Hoskins,  1879-1880. 
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Abeel,  James,  officer  under  General  Morin  Scott,  90. 
Abeel,  Rev.  John  N.,  467,  505,510. 
Alner,  James,  officer  under  General  Morin  Scott,  90. 
Academy  of  Design,  germ  of,  743,  corner-stone  of,  775. 
Academy  of  Music,  scenes  within,  746 
Acker,  Jacob,  Presidential  elector,  1800,  464. 
Ackland,  Lady  Harriet,  visits  American  camp,  185. 
Ackland,  Major  (British),  at  Saratoga,  182,  183. 
.\ction  of  Committee  of  Sixty,  19. 
.\cton,  Hon.  Thomas  C,  775. 

Adams,  Charles  (brother  of  John  Quincy),  wife  of,  295. 
Adams,  John,  83,  on  Peace  Committee,  119,  incident 
of  journey,  120,  interview  with  Howe,  121,  returns 
from  mis.sion  to  France,  228,  minister  to  Holland, 
260,  in  Paris  and  signs  preliminary  treaty,  263,  signs 
general  treaty,  264,  265, signature  of,  266,  signs  defi- 
nite treaty,  267,  opinion  of  Jay,  268,  treating  with 
African  governments,  290,  minister  to  England,  201. 
292,  294,  elected  Vice-President,  332,  receiving  VVashl 
ington,  33;,  339,  dining  with  Washington,  343,  348, 
365,  373,  384,  re-elected  Vice-President,  386,  393, 
elected  President,  432,  460,  463,  466,  473,  700,  death 
of,  710. 
Adams,  Mrs.  Abigail,  .sentiments  of,  .59,  describes  Rich- 
mond Hill  House,  333,  334,  346,  352,  373,  39.0,  465. 
Adams,  John  Quincy,  in  New  York,  294,  295,  393.  min- 
ister to  The  Hague,  399,  at  Lisbon,  430,  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, 552,  commissioner  at  Ghent,  667,  minister  to 
England,  668,  689,  elected  President,  693,  700,  ad- 
ministration of,  711. 
.\dams.  Rev.  Dr.  William,  746,  portrait  of,  761,  familv 

of,  762. 
Adams,  Thatcher  M.  (son  of  above),  762. 
Adams,  William,  son  of  Rev,  Dr.  William,  762. 
Adams,  Peter,  death  of,  625. 
Adams,  Samuel,  28,  59,  204. 
Adams,  William,  British  Commissioner,  662. 
.\ddison,  John,  283. 
Adet,  M.  (French  minister),  416,  430. 
Agnew,  General  (British  officer),  158,  at  Danbury,160, 

killed  at  Germantown,  181. 
Agnew,  Dr.  Cornelius  R.,  778. 
Agnew,  John,  560,  member  common  council,  7U2.  on 

Canal  Celebration  Committee,  697,  700. 
Akerly,  Dr.  Samuel,  513,  678. 
Alabama,  State  of,  admitted  into  the  Union,  680. 
Alden,  Timothy,  member  Hist.  Soc,  554. 
Alexander,  James,  son  of  Earl  of  Stirling,  767. 
Alexander,  William  (son  of  above).     See  Lord  Stirling. 
Alexander,  Rev.  James  Waddell,  560. 
Alien  and  sedition  laws,  453,  462,  473. 
Allen,  Andrew,  415. 

Allen,  Chief-Justice  William,  daughter  of,  296. 
Allen,  Ethan,  exploit  of,  28,  29,  38. 
Allen,  Hon.  Herman,  wife  of,  (note)  619. 
Allen,  Horatio,  763,  778. 
Allen,  "Parson,"  at  Bennington,  171. 
Alley,  Saul,  residence  of,  720. 
Alliance,  French,  193,  194,  218. 

Allison,  William,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32,  in  Legislature,  279. 
Allston,  Joseph  (governor  S.  C),  wife  of,  483,  490,  497, 
540. 


Allston,  Washington  (artist)  742. 
Alms-house,  completed,  417. 

Alport,  James,  portrait.  Interior  of  Park  Theater,  686. 
Alsop,  John,  merchant,  delegate  to  Second  Continental 
Congress,  19,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25,  282,  294,  residence  of,  303. 
Alsop,  Richard,  735. 

American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  incorporation  of,  526. 
American  Army,  retreat  from  New  York,  123,  achieve- 
ments of,  153,  154,  distress  of,  250,  271. 
American  Bible  Society,  formation  of,  506,  519,  679. 
American  Geographical  Society,  founded,  767. 
American  Institute,  founded  1828,  717. 
American  Museum,  erected  in  1824,  710. 
American  Sunday  School  Union,  679. 
American  Tract  Society,  founded,  739. 
Ames,   Fisher   (orator  and  statesman),  319,   escorting 
Washington,  336,  in  First  Congress,  344,  412,  speech 
of,  421, 496, 503.  =       -        .        .    i- 

Amos,  Richard,  571. 
Anderson,  Abel,  wife  of.  426. 
Anderson,  Alexander,  first  wood-engraver  in  New  York, 

picture  by,  565. 
Anderson,  Ephraim,  98. 
Anderson,  Rev.  James,  descendants  of,  745. 
Andre,  Major  John,  projecting  fete,  200,  at  Easthamp- 
ton,  242,  243,  conference  with  Arnold,  245,  captured, 
246,  247,  execution  of,  248. 
Anthon,  Dr.  George  C,  sons  of,  706. 
Anthon,  Professor  Charles  (son  of  above),  705,  706. 
Anthon,  Rev.  Henry  (son  of  Dr.  George),  rector  St. 

Mark's  Churchj  706. 
Anthon,  John  (lawyer,  .son  of  Dr.  George),  student  at 
Columbia  College,  469,  president  of  Law  Institute, 
death  of,  706. 
Anthon,  George  C,  778. 

Anthony,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 
Anthony,  Theophilus,  member  of  Committee  of  One 

Hundred,  25. 
Apthorpe,  Charles  Ward,  counselor,  47,  home  of,  75, 

daughter  of,  76. 
Apthorpe  mansion,  122, 127,  129,  1.31. 
Arbuthnot,  Admiral,  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  242. 
Architecture,  church,  740,  758,  759,  760. 
Armstrong,  Gen.  John  (soldier,  statesman,  and  author), 
183,  303,  332,  senator,  464,  487,  country-seat  of,  ;546, 
minister  to  France,  547,  548,  594,  brigadier,  595,  sec- 
retary of  war,  623,  651. 
Armstrong,  Henry  B.  (son  of  above),  609. 
Armstrong,  General  (privateer),  building  of,  655,  at 
F.ayal,  656,   thrilling    scenes   upon,  657,   fate,   658, 

Arnada,  Count,  Spanish  ambassador  to  France,  263. 264. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  exploits  of,  29,  38,  ,54,  55,  60,  block- 
ading Quebec.  71,  surprised,  73,  102,  commands  on 
the  Hudson,  158,  to  the  rescue  of  Danburv,  1.59,  160, 
164,  at  Saratoga,  183,  at  Monmouth,  202,  at  Philadel- 
phia, 236.  commands  at  West  Point,  237,  plotting 
treason,  242,  243,  character  of,  245,  246,  wife  of,  247. 
obloquy,  248.  2.55,  bloody  acts  and  disappearance 
from  history,  2.56. 

Asia,  the  (British  vessel),  48,  Tryon  on  board  of,  64. 

Aspinwall,  Captain  John,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,. 
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Aspinwall,  Gilbert  (son  of  above)  corporator  of  free  ] 

schools,  517,  519,  520. 
Aspinwall,  William  H.,  779. 
Aspinwall,  .Tohn,  520. 
Aspinwall,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  628. 
Assumption  Bill,  controversy  over,  373. 
Associated  Press,  establi&liment  of,  739.  [ 

Astor,  John  Jacob,  sketch  of,  499,  606,  residence  of,  i 

709,  sketch  of,  753,  family  of,  754,  founding  Astor  | 

Library,  755. 
Astor,  VVilliam  B.,  wife  of,  547,  family  note,  753.  754,  t 

trustee  and  benefactor  of  Astor  Library,  755, 758, 783. 
Astor,  John  Jacob,  Jr  ,  family,  753,  754,  gifts  to  Astor 

Library,  755,  758,  773. 
Astor  Hou.se,  building  of,  709. 

Astor  Library,  founding  of,  753,  755.  I 

Astor  Place  Riot,  752,  753.  | 

Asylums.  —  Orphan,  founding  of,  467,  523, 712,  Insane, 

founding  of,  518,  Deaf  and  Dumb,  founding  of,  678,  | 

Leake  and  Watts'  Orphan,  founding  of,  712,  Blind,  \ 

founding  of,  720,  721,  New  York  Juvenile,  founding  I 

of,  764,  765,  city  charities  and  corrections,  737,  738.      j 
Athenaeum,  New  York,  founding  of,  705,  706.  : 

Atlee,  Colonel  Samuel  John,  110,  111. 
Auburn  State  Prison,  projected,  736. 
Auchmuty,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  37.  I 

Audubon  Park,  128,130. 
Aydelott,  Rev.  Benjamin  P.,  562. 
Aylesbury,  Alexander,  vestryman  of  Triuity  Cluirch, 

367. 
Ayniar,  Benjamin,  412,  773. 


Bache,  Theophtlact,  105,  country-seat  of,  211,  member 

of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  282.  ' 

Bache,  Richard   (brother  of  above),  wife  of,  105,  de-  ' 

scendants  of,  369. 
Bache,  Richard  (son  of  Richard  above),  married  daugh-  ; 

ter  of  Secretary  Dallas,  369. 
Bache,  Alexander  Dallas  (son  of  above),  superintendent 

of  Coast  Survey,  369.  i 

Bache,  Dr.  T.  H.,  269.  j 

Bache,  George,  U.  S.  N.,  369. 

Backus,  Colonel  Eleotus,  death,  628.  j 

Bailey,  Dr.  Richard,  306,  professor  at  Columbia  College, 

470. 
Bailey,  Thcodorus,  postmaster  of  city,  554.  '. 

BainbriUge,  Commodore  William,  616,  619,  621,  honors 

to.  622. 
Baldwin,  Abraham,  in  Convention,  313. 
Baldwin,  Charles,  554. 

Ballard,  Lieutenant  Edward  J.,  death  of,  626. 
Baltimore  (city  of),  outrages  in,  .589,  bombarded,  651. 
Bancker,  Abraham  B.,  clerk  of  Senate,  279,  Regent  of 

University,  284. 
Bancker,  Evert,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  j 


Bancker,  Gerard  (State  treasurer  ,  368,  382,  450. 

Bancker  Street  (Madison),  516. 

Bancker  estate,  567. 

Bancroft,  George  (historian),  767, 778.  I 

Bank,  branch  of  United  States,  454.  ! 

Bank,  Manhattan,  454,  455,  485. 

Bank  of  America,  opposition  to  charter,  584,  organiza- 
tion of,  585- 

Bank  of  New  York,  founded,  293,  loan  of,  417,  454,  510,  I 
518.  I 

Bank  of  North  .America,  founding  of,  293.  ! 

Banking  interests,  291,  292,  293. 

Banks  of  New  York,  number  of  in  1880,  735.  | 

Banks,  savings,  origin  of,  506,  in  operation,  682,  735. 

Banyer,  Goldsboro,  wife  of,  401.  ! 

Barber,  .Tacob,  647. 

Barclay  family,  441,  clans  of  in  Scotland,  442. 

Barclay,  Alexander,  441. 

Barclay,  Colonel  David,  wife  of,  441. 

Barclay,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry,  442. 

Barclay,  Colonel  Thomas,  wife  of,  297,  441,  family  note, 
442. 

Bard,  Dr.  John,  New  York  Hospital,  305,  520.  j 

Banl.  Dr.  Samuel  (son  of  above),  305,  Library  trustee,  ' 
418,  dean  of  Columbia  College,  470,  4S3",  member 
Hist.  Soc,  554. 


Bard,  William,  at  Irving  dinner,  (note)  722. 

Baring  Brothers  &  Co.  (English  bankers),  guaranty  of, 

Barlow,  Joel,  brother-in-law  of,  313,  533. 

Barnes,  Wheeler,  674. 

Barretto,  Francis,  685. 

Barrington,  Secretary,  13,  50,  194. 

Barton,  Thomas  P  ,  wife  of,  723. 

Barton,  Colonel  William,  captures  General  Prescott, 
165,  166. 

Bassett,  Ebenezer,  516. 

Bassett,  Francis,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Bassett,  Richard,  senator  in  first  Congress,  346. 

Battles  of  Revolution.  Bunker  Hill,  43,  45,  of  Long 
Island,  106,  112,  Kip's  Bay,  123,  Harlem  Heights, 
128-133,  White  Plains,  141,  142,  Fort  Washington, 
143,  144,  Trenton,  150,  Princeton,  154,  burning  of 
Danbury,  158-160,  storming  of  Sag  Harbor,  161,  bat- 
tle of  Scotch  Plains,  164,  of  Oriskany,  169, 170.  of  Ben- 
nington, 171,  of  the  Brandy  wine,  177, 178,  fall  of  Phil- 
adelphia, 179,  battle  of  Germantown,  181,  capture  of 
Stony  Point  by  British,  181,  battles  of  Saratoga,  178- 
186,  capture  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton  by 
British,  181,  182,  burning  of  Kingston,  187,  188,  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth,  202,  203,  Massacre  at  Wyoming. 
205,  slaughter  at  Old  Tappan.  211,  slaughter  at  Little 
Egg  Harbor.  211,  212,  attack  on  New  Haven,  221, 
burning  of  Fairfield,  222,  burning  of  Norwalk,  223, 
storming  of  Stony  Point,  224,  225,  achievement  at 
Paulus  Hook,  226,  227,  Lord  Stirling's  descent  upon 
Staten  Island,  232,  forays  into  New  Jersey,  233,  cap- 
ture of  Charleston,  237,  burning  of  Connecticut 
Farms,  239,  battle  of  Springfield,  241,  fighting  with 
Indians,  249,  suppression  of  mutiny,  250,  victory  at 
the  Cowpens,  252,  battle  of  Guilford  Court-Holise, 
252,  burning  of  New  London,  256,  battle  of  Eutaw 
Springs,  256,  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  257. 

Battles  of  War  of  1812.  Surrender  of  Detroit,  601, 
602,  massacre  of  Chicago,  603,  604,  storming  of 
Queenstown.  607-611,  capture  of  the  Guerriere,  615, 
capture  of  the  Alert.  616,  victory  of  Decatur,  618, 
capture  of  the  Frolic,  619,  victory  of  Bainbridge,  619, 
massacre  of  Frenchtown,  622,  capture  of  the  Hornet, 
623,  625,  capture  of  York  and  Fort  George,  627,  re- 
pulse of  British  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  626,  siege  of 
Fort  Meigs,  629.  Perry's  victory  upon  Lake  Erie,  630, 
631,  battle  of  Chippewa,  643,  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane, 
645,  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  645,  burning  of  Washing- 
ton, 647,  Baltimore  assailed,  651,  victory  upon  Lake 
Champlain,  653,  thrilling  defense  of  the  General 
Armstrong,  665,  657,  defense  of  New  Orleans,  659. 

Battles,  the  year  of  (Revolutionary),  152-191. 

Baum,  Colonel  (Hessian),  170. 

Hauman,  Colonel,  city  postmaster,  328,  display  of  fire- 
works, 338. 

Baurmeister,  General  (Hessian),  132. 

Bayard,  Colonel  John  (judge),  88. 

Bayard,  James  Ashton  (son  of  above),  marriage  of,  88, 
639,  death  of,  668. 

Bayard,  Colonel  Nicholas,  house  of,  88,  courtesies  to 
Lady  Stirling,  206,  farm  of,  571. 

Bayard,  Samuel,  married  Martha  Pintard,  88,  founding 
Hist.  Soc.,  505,  510. 

Bayard,  Samuel,  Jr.  (secretary  of  Province),  88,  206. 

Bavard,  Hon.  Thomas  F.,  U.  S.  Senator,  88. 

Bayard,  William,  buildings  burned  in  1778,  207,671,682, 
painting  of  theater  by  Seai-le,  (note)  685,  on  counnittee 
to  reinstate  Clinton,  (note)  690.  696,  712. 

Bayard,  William,  Jr.,  portrait,  Interior  of  Park  Theater, 
(note)  685. 

Bayard  country-seat,  327,  569,  571. 

Bayard  Hill,  fortified,  126,  569. 

Bayard  arms,  88. 

Baylais,  Hon   William,  777. 

Baylor,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  killed  at  Old  Tappan,  211. 

Beach,  Capt.  Elnathan,  wife  of,  (note)  568 

Beach,  Rev.  Dr.  Abraham  (son  of  above),  468,  sketch 
of,  568,  children  of,  (note)  569. 

Beach,  Daniel,  516. 

Beauharnais,  Hortense  Eugenie,  687. 

Beaujolais,  Count  de,  447. 

Bedford  House,  description  and  illustration  of,  400. 

Bedford,  burned  by  the  British,  223. 

Beeknian,  James  W.,  765,  779. 
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Beekman,  David,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26. 

Beekman,  Gerard  H.,  house  of,  308. 

Beekman,  Oolouel  Henry,  wife  of,  (note)  547- 

Beekman,  James,  flight  of,  137,  member  <if  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  282,  wife  of,  304. 

Beekman,  James,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 

31,  residence  of,  188,  522. 

Beekman,  John  K.,  building  Park  Theater,  683,  portrait 

in  Interior  of  Park  Theater,  685. 
Beekman,  Dr.  Stephen,  wife  of,  11'.). 
Beekman,  Theophilus,  wife  of,  78. 
Beekman,  Gilbert  L.,  daughter  of,  782. 
Beekman,  Dr.  William,  daughter  of,  298. 
Beekman  Mansion,  136,  greenhouse  of,  136,  304. 
Beers,  Deacon  Nathan,  222. 
Beers,  Joseph  D.,  735. 
Belcher,  Governor,  old  mansion  of,  233. 
Belknap,  Rev.  Jeremy,  D.D. ,  clergyman  and  historian, 

507,  508. 
Belknap,  Aaron  B.,  765. 
Bell,  Isaac,  773. 

Bell,  William,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 
Bell,  Thomas  (Philadelphia),  wife  of,  427. 
Bellingham  entertaining  Lion  Gardiner  in  1635,  634. 
Bellows,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry,  774,  778. 
Belmont,  August,  783. 
Benedict,  Erastus  Corning,  Chancellor  of  University, 

lawyer,  author,  educator,  283,  662,  764. 
Benedict,  George  Wyllys  (son  of  Rev.  Joel),  professor, 

662. 
Benedict,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  journalist,  (note)  662. 
Benedict,  General  James,  vote  of  thanks  to,  68U,  wife  of, 

690,  (note)  692. 
Benedict,  Judge  Charles  Linnseus,  662. 
Benedict,  George  Greenville,  editor,  (note)  662. 
Benedict,  Rev.  Joel,  662. 
Benedict,  Robert  Dewey,  662. 
Benedict,  Colonel,  brilliant  exploit  of,  626. 
Benevolent  societies  and  institutions,  number  of,  763. 
Bennett,  James  Gordon,  founder  of  New  York  Herald, 

738. 
Benson,  Judge  Egbert,  statesman,  jurist,  and  scholar, 

32,  personal  note,  163,  superintending  embarkation 
of  loyaHsts,  272,  counterfeit  money  of,  292,  character, 
299,  resolutions,  320,  escorting  Washington,  3.36,  345, 
354,468,475,  portrait, 505,  president  of  Hist.  Soc.,509, 
family  of,  (note)  509,  510,  in  Congress,  623. 

Benson,  Robert  (brother  of  Judge  Egbert),  member  of 
Committee  of  One  Hundred,  25,  secretary  of  provincial  i 
congress,  88,  89,  secretary  of  convention  for  estab- 
lishing a  state  government,  162,  reading  constitu- 
tion, 162,  clerk  of  senate,  279,  300,  family  note,  509, 
510. 

Benson,  Robert,  in  Columbia  College,  469. 

Benson  family,  509,  510. 

Berrian,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25,90 

Berrian,  William,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  718. 

Berry,  John,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park  Theater,  685. 

Bethune,  Mrs.  Divie  (Joanna),  467,  active  in  Orphan 
Asylum,  523,  establishing  Sabbath  schools,  679. 

Bethune,  Rev.  George  Washington  (son  of  Mrs.  Joanna), 

Betts,  George  F.,  766 

Beverley  mansion,  216,  escape  of  Arnold,  247,  248 

Bibby,  Edward  N.,  wife  of,  401. 

Bibby ,  Gouverneur  S. ,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
note)  685. 

Bibby,  Thomas,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  685. 

Bicker,  Victor,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25. 

Biddle,  Captain  (naval  commander),  663. 

Bingham,  Mrs  ,  daughters  of,  430 

Bird,  Colonel  (British),  158,  killed  at  battle  of  German- 
town,  181. 

Bishop,  Nathan,  765. 

Bissell,  John,  one  of  the  founders  of  Windsor,  358. 

Bissell,  Daniel,  brigadier-general,  (Al 

Bissell,  Epaphras,  married  Jerusha  Wolcott,  358. 

Bissell,  Edward  (son  of  above),  married  Jane  Ann  Maria 
Reed,  358. 

Bissell,  Dr.  Arthur,  married  Anna  Browne,  family 
note,  358. 


Blackwell's  Island,  charitable  institutions,  7.37. 

Blair,  John  (Va).,  341,  376. 

Bland,  Colonel,  347. 

Blatchford,  Richard  M.,  773. 

Bleecker,  Anthony  L.,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 

367,  secretary  of  City  Dispensary,  468,  founding  Hist. 

Soc,  505,  506,  511,519. 
Bleecker,  Barent,  578. 
Bleecker,  James,  468. 
Bleecker,  Leonard,  468,  treasurer  Free  School  Society, 

516,  617. 
Bleecker,  Judge  Henry,  163. 
Blind  Asylum,  erected  1839,  720. 
Blockade  of  New  York  City,  621,  632. 
Bloom,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  wounded,  610. 
Bloomfield,  Joseph,  governor  of  New  Jersey,  590,  607. 
Bloomingdale  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  518. 
Board  of  Health,  784,  785. 

Boerum,  Simon,  delegate  to   Second  Continental  Con- 
gress, 19,  (note)  20. 
Bogardus,  General  Robert,  690 

Bogert,  Michael,  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  26. 
Bogert,  Van  De,  784. 

Boggs,  James,  president  of  Phoenix  Bank,  384. 
Bolton,  Thomas,  700,  member  of  common  council,  (note) 

702. 
Bolton,  Anthony,  323. 
Bonaparte,  Jerome,  483,  marriage  of,  488. 
Bonaparte,  Joseph,  527 
Bonaparte,  Lucien,  527. 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon  (Emperor),   454,  458,   460,  487, 

541,  .588. 
Boorman,  James,  residence  of,  720,  773. 
Boreel,  Francis  R.,  grand  chamberlain  to  King  of  Hol- 
land, 754. 
Boston,  city  of,  population,  24,  41,  42,  56,  evacuation 

by  British,  69,  617,  reception  to  Captain  Lawrence, 

624. 
Botanical  Garden,  Elgin,  situation  of,  511,  647. 
Bouck,  William  C.  (governor),  canal  commissioner,  677. 
Boudinot,  Elias,  333,  president  American  Bible  Society, 

679. 
Boudinot,  Eli.sha,  233. 
Boulton  &  Watt,  builds  engine,  533. 
Bourne,  William  Oland,  A.M.,  516. 
Bowden,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  514. 

Bowdoin,  Governor  James  (Mass.),  daughter  of,  302 
Bowen,  Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel,  rector  of  Grace  Church, 

562.   . 
Bowen,  Henry  C,  766. 
Bowery,  435. 
Bowery  House,  209. 
Bowling-Green,  92.  480,  486. 
Bowman,  John,  688 
Bowne,    Daniel,    daughter    married  Walter  Franklin, 

(note). 331. 
Bowne,  Robert,  original  corporator  of  public  schools, 

517,578. 
Bowne,  Robert  H.,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 

(note)  690. 
Bowne,  Walter,  mayor  of  New  Y'ork,  daughter  of,  (note) 

Bovd,  John  J., portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  (note) 
686. 

Boyd,  John  Parker,  590. 

Boyd,  William,  corporator  of  public  schools,  518. 

Brackenridge,  Judge,  530. 

Bradford,  William,  attorney-general,  405,  416. 

Bradhurst,  Mansel,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
(note)  690. 

Bradish,  Luther,  president  Hist.  Soc,  515,  764. 

Bradish,  Miss,  666 

Bradley,  Hon  Joseph  P.,  wife  of,  426,  427. 

Brady,  Judge,  wife  of,  709,  773. 

Brant,  Joseph  (Indian  chief),  in  England,  69,  160,  at 
Wyoming,  205,  217,  24:i. 

Brant,  John,  Indian  chief  (son  of  above),  605. 

Brasher,  Abraham,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Brasier,  Abraham,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Committee,  31. 

Break-Neck  Hill,  why  so  called,  1.31. 

Breckenridge,  Hugh  Henry,  (note)  82. 

Breese,  Sidney,  epitaph  of,  745. 

Breese,  Judge  Samuel,  family  of,  745. 
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Brehan,  Madame  de,  sister  of  the  French  minister,  303, 
338,  iu  society,  341,  painted  Washington's  miniature, 
347,348. 

Brevoort  farm,  571. 

Brevoort,  Henry ,  530,  mansion  of,  573, 574, 630,  portrait, 
Interior  of  Parle  Theater,  685,  daughter  of,  753, 
trustee  of  Astor  Library,  755. 

Brevoort,  J.  Carson,  wife  of,  510. 

Brick  Church  in  1783,  275,  276,  558,  576,577. 

Bridgewater,  Earl  of,  532. 

Bridge  over  East  River,  784. 

Brinckerhoff,  Abraham,  member  of  Committee  of  One 
Iluudred,  26. 

Brinrkerhoff,  Dirck,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Couveutiou,  31. 

Bristed,  Rev.  John,  wife  of,  753. 

Bristed,  Charles  Astor,  wife  of,  753,  755. 

Broadway,  435,  diagram  of,  m  1810,  572,  regulation  of, 
573. 

Broadhead,  John  Romeyn,  historian,  705. 

Brock,  General  Sir  Isaac,  600,  activity  of,  601,  608,  609, 
mourning  for,  611. 

Bronson,  Green  C,  773. 

Bronx  River,  survey  of,  449,  513,  709. 

Brooklyn  Heights,  fortified,  646. 

Brooks,  Erastus  (editor),  739. 

Brooks,  James  (of  New  York  Express),  739. 

Brooks,  Captain  David,  U.  S.  A.,  wife  of,  768. 

Brooui,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25,  of  committee  to  frame  Constitution,  161. 

Broom,  Samuel,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  383. 

Broome,  Lieutenant-Governor,  89,  in  Federal  proces- 
sion, 326,  member  of  Tontine  Association, 383,  director 
of  tir.-t  missionary  society,  468,  death  of,  575. 

Broome,  Lieutenant  James,  death  of,  625. 

Brower,  Cornelius,  469. 

Brower,  Jacob,  469. 

Brower,  John,  469. 

Brown,  Charles  Brockden  (author),  468,  519,  527,  mem- 
ber Hist.  Soc  ,  554. 

Brown,  General  Jacob,  defending  Sackett's  Harbor,  628, 
early  career  of,  (note)  628,  major-general,  042,  captures 
Fort  Erie,  and  victorious  at  Chippewa,  643,  644, 
sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  645,  gold  box  of,  646 

Brown,  Noah,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
(note)  690. 

Browne,  Sir  Anthony,  England,  descendants  of,  358. 

Browne,  Thomas,  one  of  the  founders  of  Rye,  N.  Y  ,  358. 

Browne,  Judge,  daughter  married  Dr.  Arthur  Bi.ssell, 
358 

Bruce,  Dr.  Archibald  (professor  of  mineralogy ),  514. 

Bruen,  Dr   Alexander  M.,  wife  of,  401. 

Bryant,  William  CuUen,  740,  742,  portrait  of,  776,  778, 
779. 

Buchanan,  James,  Pre.sident,  39,  772. 

Buchanan,  Thomas,  member  of  Committee  of  One 
Hundred,  26. 

Buchanan,  Walter,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
282. 

Buckley,  Phineas  H,  daughter  of,  768. 

Buckniaster,  George,  of  Committee  of  Defense,  646. 

Budd,  Lieutenant.  625. 

Buel,  Rev.  Dr.  S;iniuel,  417. 

Bull,  Jo.';ci>li,iii(iiilj(rofCommitteeofOne  Hundred,  25. 

Bunce,  (i...  ,  cVj  Ci.  ,  4r4. 

Bunker  Hill,  tnrtilicd.  41,  42,  43,  fighting  at,  44,45, 
tiditisrs  (if,  .'■)0,  ','.),  103,  corner-stone  of  monument, 
694,  769.    ■ 

Burgoyne,  General,  reached  Boston,  38,  approaching 
from  Canada,  167,  sends  troops  to  Bennington,  170, 
171,  moving  towards  Albany,  172,  177,  battle  of  Sar- 
atoga, 179,  185,  surrender  of,  186,  at  Schuyler  man- 
sion, 187,  conduct  of  army  in  Massachusetts,  190,  in 
Parliament,  214. 

Burke,  Ednmnd,  52,  55,  213,  assailing  ministry,  258. 
259. 

Burke,  Judge,  4.56. 

Burling.  Lancaster,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26. 
Burnet,  Dr.  Wi'liam,  426. 
Burnet,  Dr.  William,  daughter  of,  426. 
Burr,  Aaron,  in  Canada,  54,  55,  (note)  82,  age  of,  104, 
valor  of,  126,  reconnoiters,  203,  at  New  Haven,  221, 
character  of,  as  a  lawyer,  299,  314,  elected  senator. 


380,  description  and  marriage  of,  381,383,  334,  ques- 
tion submitted  to,  385,  correspondence  iu  cipher,  386, 
389,  Washington's  opiuion  of,  396,  430,  432.  intrigues 
of,  454,  defeat  of,  455,  456,  opinions  of,  457,  460,  po- 
litical skill  of,  461,  463,  465,  466,  470,  elected  Vice- 
President,  473,  474,  ambition  of,  478,  479,  stylo  of 
living  of,  482,  dining,  484,  488,  independent  candi- 
date for  governor,  489,  defeated,  490,  491,  challenges 
and  kills  Hamilton,  402,  public  sentiment,  494,  496, 
indifference  of,  497,  498,  flight  of,  499,  presiding  over 
U.  S.  Senate,  500,  trial  of,  539,  schemes,  540,  poverty, 
553,  affliction,  614. 

Burr,  Theodosia  (daughter  of  above),  478,  at  Richmond 
Hill,  482,  marriage  of,  483,  portrait,  484,  488,  540, 
fate  of,  614. 

Burrows,  Captain,  death  of,  638. 

Burt,  James,  Presidential  elector,  1800,  464. 

Burtsell,  William   member  of  common  council,  702. 

Bushnell,  David,  inventor  of  submarine  war-machine, 
98,  99,  powder-kegs,  199. 

Bussing,  Abraham ,  516. 

Butler,  John,  at  Massacre  of  Wyoming,  205. 

Butler,  Walter  (son  of  abovel,  at  massacre  of  Cherry 
Valley,  205. 

Butler,  Colonel  Zebulon,  defending  Wyoming,  205. 

Butler,  Colonel  Richard  (patriot),  211,  at  storming  of 
Stony  Point,  224,  225. 

Butler,  Pierce  (of  family  of  dukes  of  Ormond),  in  First 
Congress,  346. 

Byron,  Admiral,  successor  of  Lord  Howe,  204,  opera- 
tions of,  213. 

Byvank,  Petrus,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26. 


Cabot,  John  and  Sebastian,  55. 

Cadwallader,  General  John,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  150. 

Caldwell,  Rev.  James,  232,  wife  murdered,  2b9,  at  battle 

of  Springfield,  241. 
Caldwell,  John,  39,  382. 

Calhoun,  John  C,  39,  590,  Vice-Pre.sident,  693. 
California,  discovery  of  gold  iu,  751,  bishop  of,  752. 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  camp  in,  24,  42.  59,  70. 
Camden,  Earl  of  (Charles  Pratt),  12. 
Camp,  Hugh  N.,  766. 

Campbell,  George  W.  (Secretary  of  Treasury),  661. 
Campbell,  D.   P.,  portrait,  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 
Canal,  Erie.     See  E 
Canal  Street,  423,  467,  565,  566. 
Cantine,  Moses,  675. 

Capitol,  National,  controversy  concerning  site  of,  373. 
Capitol  at  Washington,  464,  burning  by  British,  ()47. 
Capron,  Seth,  establishing  cotton  and  wool  factories  in 

New  York,  family,  (note)  545. 
Capron,  General  Horace  (son  of  above),  545. 
Garden,  Captain  (British  naval  commander),  618. 
Carey,  Henry,  portrait.  Interior  Park  Theater,  685. 
Carey,  John,  wife  of,  753. 
Carey,  Matthew,  publisher,  525. 
Carleton,  Governor  Sir  Guy,  51,  55,  137,  removed  from 

the  government  of  Canada,  195,  super.sedes  Clinton, 

271,  remedying  evils  in  New  York,  272 ,  evacuates  New 

York,  273,  274. 
(\irliMc,  Lord,  iu  Philadelphia,  201. 
CjiiiKiii,  Xi.  Iidlas,  vestryman.  Trinity  Church,  367. 
(an-.    I.i.iii,^,  Huguenot,  estate  of,  210. 
('.irnill,  Cliiuics,  of  Carroll  ton,  commissioner  to  Canada, 

72,  196,  83G,  346,  367. 
Carroll,   John  (Catholic   clergyman),  commissioner   to 

Canada,  72. 
Carter,  Rev.  Abiel,  wife  of.  (note)  569. 
Cass,  Lewis  (Secretary  of  State),  591,  592. 
Castle  Garden,  661,  Lafayette  landing  at,  692,  Jenny 

Lind,  771. 
Cathcart,  Earl  of  (William  Shaw),  protects  Miss  Susan 

Livingston,  218.  at  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner's,  273. 
Cathedral,  St.  Patrick's,  illustration  of,  759. 
Catlin,  Lynde,  on  committee  to  reinstate  ChntOD,  (note) 

690. 
Cavendish,  Lord,  172,  remarks  of,  259. 
Cebra,  John  Yates,  704. 
Central  Park,  purchase  of  site,  768. 
Century  Club,  founded,  779. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  105,  gift  of,  705. 
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Chambers,  Rev.  Dr.  Talbot  W.,  760. 

Champugny,  M.,  Freuch  uiiuister,  543. 

Champlain,  Lake,  expeditiou  over,  53,  crossed  by  the 
commissioners,  72,  naval  victory  on,  65'.i. 

Chandler,  Dr.  (Elizabeth town),  507. 

Chandler,  General,  captured,  628. 

Chanler,  John  Winthrop,  wife  of,  753. 

Chapman,  Henry  Grafton,  wife  of,  401. 

Charaud,  W.,  portrait,  Interior  Park  Theater  (note),  686. 

Charitable  institutions,  737,  763,  764,  765. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  capture  of,  by  British,  237,  238. 

Charlestown,  Mass.,  flight  of  people,  24,  heights  of,  41, 
42,  44,  burning  of,  45. 

Charlier,  Professor  Elie,  780. 

Charlier  Institute  for  boys,  780. 

Charlton,  Dr.  John,  marriage  of,  305,  trustee  City  Dis- 
pensary, 468. 

Chase.  Samuel  (Md.),  commissioner  to  Canada,  72,  im- 
peached a-s  judge,  5U0. 

Chastellux,  Marquis  de,  253. 

Chatham.  Earl  of  (William  Pitt),  speech,  13,  14,  15, 
opposing  the  war,  173,  192,  194,  death  of,  195. 

Chatterton  Hill,  battle  at,  141. 

Chauncey,  Captain  Isaac,  portrait  of,  605,  606,  creating 
Beets  on  the  lakes,  619,  627,  calls  Perry  to  his  aid, 
631,  642,  644,  653,  702, 

Chauncey,  Lieutenant  Wolcott,  628. 

Cheetham,  James  (editor),  478,  character  of,  479,  480, 
543,  548. 

Cherry  Valley,  massacre  of  inhabitants,  205. 

Chesapeake,  frigate,  attacked  by  British,  541,  543,  025, 
capture  of,  626. 

Chester,  Earl  of,  descendants  of,  660. 

Chester,  John,  daughter  of,  660. 

Chicago,  site  ceded,  415,  massacre  at,  602. 

Cholera,  Asiatic,  terrible  ravages  of,  722. 

Church,  John  B.,  456, 477. 

Churches.  St.  Paul's,  90,  North,  122,  Brick  Church,  90, 
Trinity  and  Lutheran,  burned,  135,  converted  into 
prisons,  151,  in  N.  J.,  desecrated  by  British,  155,  con- 
dition of,  after  the  Revolution,  275,  schools  of,  282, 
Baptist,  284,  St.  Paul's,  visited  by  President  Washing- 
ton, 354,  Trinity  rebuilt  and  consecrated,  367,  Third 
Presbyterian  built,  466,  Scotch  Presbyterian,  466, Wall 
Street  Presbyterian,  466,  John  Stree"t  Methodist,  467, 
Forsyth  Street  Methodist,  467,  Duane  Street  Method- 
ist, 467,  Two-Mile  Stone  Methodist,  467,  St.  Mark's 
Episcopal, 514, Wall  Street  Presbyterian  (rebuilt),  559, 
Rutger  Street  Church,  559,  Spring  Street  Presbyte- 
rian, 559,  Canal  Street  Presbyterian,  559,  Murray 
Street  Presbyterian, 560,  St.  John's  Episcopal,  erected, 
560,  illustration  of,  561,  Christ,  Episcopal,  561,  St.  Ste- 
phen's Episcopal,  561,  French,  561,  Grace,  Episcopal, 
562,  Zion,  562,  number  of,  in  1880,  architecture,  etc., 
768,  St.  Patrick's,  759,  Grace,  St.  Thomas,  Dutch 
Reformed.  Madison  Square  Church,  and  others,  760, 
761,  762.  ' 

Cincinnati,  Society  of  the,  organization  of,  273,  waiting 
on  the  President  in  1789,  346,  369,  378,  492,  resolu- 
tions of,  495,  tomb  to  Hamilton,  503,  welcoming  La- 
fayette, 691,  698. 

Cisco,  John  J.,  773.  ^ 

City  Hall,  council-room  of,  47,  reading  Declaration  of 
Independence,  93,  debtors'  prison,  124,  library  plun- 
dered, 134,  appropriated  to  Congress,  289,  291,  en- 
larged, 329,  erection  of  City  Hall,  486, 554,  description 
of,  556,  612,  632,  scenes  at,  769,  770. 

City  Hall  Park,  defenses,  90,  description  of,  550, 
illustrated,  557,  701,  meeting  in,  589,  646,  666,  689. 

City  Hotel  (in  Broadway),  illustration  of,  554,  banquet 
to  the  war  heroes,  619,  620,  Lafayette  entertained, 
692. 

Civil  war,  effects  of,  273,  the  late,  772,  777 

Claflin,  Horace  B.  (merchant),  766. 

Clapp,  President  (Yale  College),  daughter  of,  160. 

Clark,  Richard,  323. 

Clarke,  Bayard,  779. 

Clarke,  David,  (note)  560 

Clarke,  Sir  Francis,  aid  to  Burgoyne,  killed  at  Sara- 
toga, 183. 

Clark,  Lewis  Gaylord  (editor),  740. 

Clark,  Thomas,  country-seat  of,  134,  daughter  of,  135. 

Clarkson,  Rev.  David,  birth  of,  34,  wife  of,  35. 

Clarkson,  Matthew  (son  of  above),  secretary  of  Province, 
family  of,  34,  children  of,  35. 


Clarkson,  Hon.  David  (son  of  Secretary  Matthew),  34. 

Clarkson,  David  (son  of  Hon.  David),  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  One  Hundred,  26,  member  of  New  York 
Provincial  Congress,  31,  character  of,  34,  family, 
35  (note),  advanced  money  to  government,  36,  house 
plundered,  101,  return  to  Flatbush,  1U2,  country-seat 
of,  261. 

Clarkson,  General  Matthew,  distinguished  soldier  and 
citizen  (son  of  David  above),  36, 102,  at  battle  of  Sara- 
toga, 184,  aid  to  General  Lincoln.  256,  Regent  of  the 
University,  284,  marriage  of,  304,  Vestryman  of  Trin- 
ity Church,  367,  character  and  residence  of,  389,  con- 
nected with  Jay  family,  401,  418,  468,  corporator  of 
public  schools,  517,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690,  prison  commissioner,  736,  daughter  of,  767. 

Clarkson,  David  (brother  of  General  Matthew),  36,  102. 

Clarkson,  Matthew  (mayor  of  Philadelphia),  416. 

Clermont,  seat  of  the  Livingstons,  burned  by  British, 
189,  reception  of  Lafayette,  371,  Lafayette's  visit  at, 
695. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  reaches  Boston,  38,  56,  in  New 
York,  64,  repulsed  at  Charlestown,  98,  battle  of  Long 
Island,  109,  on  Murray  Hill,  126,  128,  at  White 
Plains,  141,  met  Lafayette  in  London,  174,  desolating 
New  Jersej',  175,  message  to  Burgoyne  intercepted  by 
Governor  Clinton,  180,  sailing  up  the  Hudson,  181, 
capturing  Forts  Montgomery  and  Chnton,  182,  burns 
Kingston,  187,  188,  falls  back  to  New  York,  189,  ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief  of  British  forces,  195, 
199,  201,  evacuates  Philadelphia,  202,  at  New  York 
City,  203,  204  exasperating  raids,  211,  213,  214,  cap- 
tures Verplanck  Point  and  Stony  Point,  219,  at 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  220,  222,  withdraws  troops  from 
Verplanck  Point,  223,  reoccupies  Stony  Point,  226, 
disconcerted,  227,  captures  Charleston,  237,  returns 
to  New  York,  241,242,  at  Easthampton,  243,  efforts  to 
save  Andre,  248,  249,  250,  fortifies  New  York,  253, 
chagrin  of,  255,  257,  superseded  by  Carleton,271. 

Clinton  Academy,  422. 

Clinton,  Charles  (colonel),  officer  in  French  war,  74, 
family  of,  118. 

Clinton,  General  James  (son  of  above),  member  of  the 
New  York  Provincial  Congress,  31,  47,  commanding 
in  the  Highlimds,  74,  94,  age  of,  104,  112,  wife  of.  111), 
commanding  Fort  Clinton,  181,  escape  of,  182,  among 
Indians,  217,  trial  of  Andre,  248,  249,  placing  son  in 
Columbia  College,  283. 

Clinton,  George  (son  of  James),  wife  of,  331. 

Clinton,  De  Witt  (son  of  James),  55,  119,  first  student 
of  Columbia  College,  283,  331,  362,  422,  478,  duel  of, 
485,  mayor,  487,  495,  founding  Hist.  Soc,  505,  canal 
policy  of,  506,  description  of,  511,  Freemason,  512, 
president  Hist.  Soc,  515,  donation  of,  516,  corporator 
of  public  schools,  517,  518,  526,  mayor,  543,  545, 
547,  removed  from,  and  restored  to  mayoralty,  553, 
lieutenant-governor,  575,  579,  596,612,  614,  presiding 
at  banquet,  620,  621,  re-appointed  mayor,  623,  war 
measures,  642,  presents  freedom  of  city  to  Brown, 
645,  portrait  of,  669,  670,  canal  memorial  of,  671, 
president  of  canal  commission,  673,  075,  beginning 
canal,  676,  predictions  of,  677,  governor  four  terms, 
677,  beneficence  of,  678,  recommendations  of,  680, 688, 
appearance  of,  689,  welcoming  committee,  690,  re- 
elected governor,  691,  visits  Ohio.  694,  triumphant 
canal  journey,  697,  711,  death  of,  714,  family  of,  715. 

Clinton,  Mrs.,  portrait  in  interior  Park  Theater,  685. 

Clinton,  George  W.  (son  of  DeWitt),  715. 

Clinton,  George  (governor  of  N.  Y.,  Vice-President  of 
U.S.),  in  Legislature,  16,  delegate  to  second  Continen- 
tal Congress,  19,  arms  of,  20,  39,  46,  adviser  of  Wash- 
ington, 74,  commanding  militia,  94,  age  of,  104,  votes 
to  defend  city,  117,  portrait  of,  118,  family  of,  119,  at 
battle  of  Harlem  Heights,  129,  154,  elected  governor, 
163,  commands  fort  against  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  181, 
escape,  182,  observations  for  fort,  191,  217,  249,  in- 
specting posts  and  battle-grounds  with  Washington, 
273,  in  charge  of  New  Y'ork  City,  274,  278,  Chancellor 
of  University, 283,  opposes  Congress,  292,  dines  John 
Quincy  Adams,  294,  residence  of,  304,  suppressing 
"  doctors'  mob,"  .307,  -308,  .309,  idea-s  of  Constitution, 
318,  presiding  over  New  York  convention,  320,  321, 
daughter  marries  Minister  fienet,  3.31,  receiving 
Washington,  333, 334,  dining  with  President,  341,  343, 
348,  .354,  363,  367,  376,  378,  382,  renominated  gov- 
ernor, .384,  election  of,  .386,  406,  416,  417,  4*5,  461, 
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463,  465,  re-elected  goyernor,  474,  479,  548,  elected 
Vice-President,  551,  member  of  llist.  Soc,  555,  578, 
death  of,  595,  tomb  of,  5'J6. 

Clinton,  George  (son  of  above),  wife  of,  20, 119. 

Clopper,  Cornelius,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun 
dred,  26. 

Clowes,  Peter,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32. 

Clubs,  founding  of,  the  Moot  Club,  32,  Drone  Club,  468 
Krout  Club,  513,  514,  Friendly  Club,  519,  Bread  and 
Cheese  Club,  706,  Sketch  Club,  Hone  Club,  Union 
Club,  Kent  Club,  707,  Union  League  Club,  778,  779 
Century  Club,  Knickerbocker  Club,  Manhattan  Club 
Travelers'  Club,  Lotus  Club,  St.  Nicholas  Club,  779. 

Clymer,  George,  in  the  convention,  314. 

Coats,  Hev.  Michael,  467. 

Cochrane,  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  (British  naval  com' 
mander),  654,  656,  663. 

Cochrane,  Dr.  John,  attending  Lafayette,  portrait  and 
family  of,  215,  wife  invited  to  dine  by  Washington 
227,  228,  in  Morristown,  234,  Regent  of  the  Univer 
sity,  384,  reputation  of,  and  residence,  305,  house 
ransacked  by  mob,  307- 

Cochrane,  James  (son  of  Dr.  John),  215,  404. 

Cochrane,  Walter  L.  (son  of  Dr  John),  215. 

Cochrane,  General  John  (son  of  Walter  L.),  215. 

Cochrane,  Rev.  Dr.  William,  283. 

Cockburn,  Admiral,  vandalism  of,  632,  651. 

Coe,  John,  member  of  Provincial  Congress,  81. 

Cogswell,  Dr.  Joseph  G.,  superintendent  of  Aster  Li- 
brary, 755. 

Coldeu,  Lieutenant-Governor  Cadwallader,  letter  of,  16, 
opinion  of,  19,  26,  addressed  by  Committee  of  One 
Hundred,  30,  reply  of,  31,  death  of,  137,  great-grand- 
son of,  642. 

Golden,  Cadwallader  (son  of  Lieut. -Gov.),  born  1722, 
loyalist,  sent  to  New  York  by  committee  on  con- 
spiracy, 169,  206. 

Colden,  Dr.  David  (son  of  Lieut.-Gov.),  born  1733,  died 
in  England  in  1784. 

Colden,  Cadwallader  David  (son  of  Dr.  David),  583,  649, 
portrait  of,  650,  674,  mayor,  680,  685,  690,  696, 
memoir  of  canal,  699. 

Colden,  David  F.,  722. 

Cole,  Colonel,  dined  with  President  Washington,  354. 

Coleman,  William,  editor  of  Evening  Post,  478,  char- 
acter of,  479. 

Colfax.  Schuyler  (Vice-President),  233. 

Colfax,  William,  commanding  Washington's  guard,  233. 

Collect,  the  Fresh- Water  Pond,  34. 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  524,  525. 

Colles,  Christopher,  birth  and  death  of,  (note)  597. 

Collier,  Rev.  William,  284_ 

Collins,  Isaac  (editor),  175 

Collins,  Joseph  B..  763. 

Colutabia  College,  students  of,  77,  82,  used  as  a  hos- 
pital, 134,  revived,  282,  283,  435,  description  of,  468, 
students,  469,  495,  reputation  of,  518,  medical  school, 
525,  705,  mourning  for  Clinton,  715,  celebration  of 
semi-centennial  anniversary,  741. 

Commercial  Advertiser,  New  York,  founded,  453. 

Commissioners  of  Health,  423 

Committee  of  Sixty,  testing  mind  of  New  York,  19, 
meeting  of,  22. 

Committee  of  One  Hundred,  names  of,  25,  26,  30,  31. 

Committee  on  Conspiracy,  appointed,  74  exertions  of, 
77,  duties  of,  80, 105. 

Committee  on  Constitution  of  New  York,  161,  162. 

Conckling,  Judge  Alfred,  with  Clinton  in  Ohio,  694. 

Conckling,  Jeremiah,  wife  of,  635. 

Condition  of  affairs,  distressing,  in  1786,  293. 

Conflicting  opinions  of  the  men  of  1775,  91. 

Congress,  First  Continental,  proceedings  of,  reaching 
England,  12. 

Congress,  Second  Continental,  delegates  to,  19,  25, 
New  England  delegates,  27,  character  of,  29,  30,  ses- 
sion of,  36,  37,  38,  creating  an  army,  41,  45,  46,  47, 
51,  52,  57,  59,  71,  credit  of,  72,  establishing  war-ofRce, 
73.  74,  77,  80,  considers  independence,  91,  92.  116, 
138,  begging  for  troops,  146,  retires  to  Baltimore,  148, 
borrows  money  of  France,  151,  borrows  money  from 
house  to  house,  152,  moves  to  Lancaster,  thence  to 
Yorktown,  178.  agents  of,  186,  influenced  against 
Washington,  189,  resolutions  of,  200,  discussing  cere- 
monials, 204.  reception  of  the  first  French  minister. 


205,  216,  weakness  of,  217,  237,  238,  censuring  com- 
missioners  in  France,  267,  credit  mistrusted,  271,272, 
Washington's  resignation,  278,  appointing  secretary 
of  foreign  affairs,  288,291,  financial  troubles,  292. 
Congress,  First  Federal,  election  of,  331,  counting  votes, 
332,  receiving  Washington,  336,359,  important  busi- 
ness before,  361,  secession  threatened,  374,  adjourns, 
376,  opening  third  ses.<ion,  379,  380,  394,  divided  in 
opinion,  397,  410,  excitement  in,  420.  vote  on  treaty, 
421,  vigorous  measures    of,   451,  472,   passes  bill  of 
embargo,  541,  622,  appropriations,  668,   rewards  to 
Lafayette,  691 
Congress,  Proviocial  (of  New  York),  23,  organization, 
31,  first  vote  of,  36,  opened  with  prayer,  37,  45,  47, 
48,  second,  49,  52,  57,  di.sarming  tories,  59,  manage- 
ment of  aflkirs,  63,  character  of,  64,  appoints  com- 
mittee on  conspiracy,  74,  77,  resolutions  of,  78,  elec- 
tion, 84,  86,  87,  reading  declaration  of  independence, 
93,  at  White  Plains,  106, 107, 115. 
Connecticut  Farms,  burnt  by  British,  239. 
Conner,  Richard,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32. 
Connery,  Nicholas,  79. 
Constable,  William,  323. 

Constant,  Joseph,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 
Constitution,  State  of  New  York,  framing  of,  161,  adop- 
tion and  publishing  of,  162. 
Constitution,  United  States,  framers  of,  312-317,  signed, 

318,  adoption  of,  319-321,  celebration,  321-328. 
Convention,  at  Annapolis  in  1786,  293. 
Convention,  constitutional,  of  New  York  in  1777,  161. 
Convention,  Hartford,  66.3. 
I  Convention,  Federal,  framing  Constitution  of  the  United 
I      States,  311,  description  of  members,  312,   313,  314, 
315,  signing  of  constitution  and  adjournment  of,  318. 
Convention,  New  York,  on  adoption  of  Federal  Consti- 
tution, 320,  321. 
I  Convention,  New  York  Revolutionary,  19,  adjournment 
\      of,  21,  expiration  of  powers,  25. 
j  Conway,  Lord  (Henry  Seymour),  258. 
j  Conway.  Count  de  (Thomas),  a  general,  born  in  Ireland 
in    1733,  came  to  America  in  1777,  and   became  a 
brigadier  in  Washington's  army,  189. 
Cooke,  Governor  Nicholas  (R.  I.),  89. 
Cooke,  George  J'rederick  (actor),  557,  birth  and  burial 

of,  558. 
Cooper,  Dr.  Charles  D.,  letters  of,  491. 
I  Cooper,  James  Fenimore  (novelist),  526,  706,  at  Irving 

dinner,  722,  at  dinner  to  Edward  Livingston,  723. 
'  Cooper,  Myles,  President  Columbia  College,  27,  28. 
;  Cooper,  Thomas  Apthorpe  (actor),  498. 

Cooper  Institute,  782,  783. 
'  Cooper,  Peter  (philanthropist),  721,  770,  771,  founding 
Cooper  Institute,  782,  783. 
Cornwallis,  Lord,  107,  108, 109,  111,  126,  before  Fort 
j      Washington,  143,  crosses  the  Hudson,  144,  pursues 
!      Washington,  145,  halts  in  New  Brunswick,  147,  in 
Princeton,  152,  near  Trenton,  153,  165,  at  battle  of 
Brandy  wine,  177, 178,  at  Germantown,  181,  at  Charles- 
ton, 241,  defeats  Gates, 244,  establishes  a  reign  of  ter- 
ror, 249,  held  in  check  by  Greene,  252,  applauded  by 
Germain,  253,  at  Yorktown,  254,  besieged,  256,  sur- 
render of,  257,  in  custody  of  John  Laurens,  258,  ex- 
changed for  Henry  Laurens,  263,  271. 
'  Cortelyou  House,  101. 

i  Cortelyou,  Aaron,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
I      gress,  32. 

I  Cosby,  Governor  William,  daughter  of,  134. 
i  Coster,  Henry  A.,  519,520,  522,  wife  of,  523. 
i  Coster,  John  (merchant),  president  Merchants'  Bank, 
523,  residence  of,  709. 
Cotton  mills,  first  established  in  New  York,  545. 
Counterfeit  American  bills  in  London,  specimen,  217. 
Courtenay,  A'iscount  (Earl  of  Devon ),  in  House  of  Lords, 

229,  residence  of,  661, 
Couwenhoven,  Nicholas,  102. 
Coventry,  Dr.  Alexander,  703. 
Coventry,  Earl  of,  descendants  of  in  New  York,  157,  in 

House  of  Lords,  229. 
Cow  Boys,  212. 
Cowdrey,    Samuel,   on   Canal   Celebration   Committee, 

697,  member  common  council,  702. 
Cowpens,  Morg.an's  victory  at  the,  2.52. 
Cox,  John  (of  Philadelphia),  Anna  de  Lancey,  wife  ol^ 


INDEX. 


799 


Cox,  Jameson,  member  of  common  council,  (note)  702. 
Cox,  Samuel  Hanson,  D.  D.  (pulpit  orator  and  divine), 

6tj2,  house  attacked,  724. 
Cox,  Lieutenant,  625- 

Oozine,  Joiin  (lawyer),  character  of,  299,  300. 
Crary,  Peter,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton,  (note) 

690. 
Crawford,  William  H. ,  minister  to  France,  639, 668, 693. 
Cresop,  Michael,  sketch  of,  15,  16. 
Creighton,  Rev.  William,  S.  T.  D.,  wife  of,  754. 
Croghan,  Major  George  (Kentucky),  defender  of  Fort 

Meigs,  629. 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  83. 
Crommelin,  Charles,  daughter  of,  300. 
Crosby,  Enoch  (Harvey  Birch),  the  ^py,  212,  213. 
Crotou  Aqueduct,  730. 
Crotoii  Lake  and  River,  7.30. 
Crotou  Maid,  730. 
Cruger,  Bertram  P.,  wife  of,  767. 
Cruger,  Henry  W.,  (note)  686. 
Cruger,  John  Harris  (counselor),  concealment  of,  105, 

wife  of,  191,  197,  commanding  garrison  at  Ninety-Six, 

Cruger,  Nicholas,  country-house  of,  82,  322. 

Cunningham,  Henry,  speech  of,  688. 

Cunningham,  executioner  of  Nathan  Hale,  137. 

Currie,  John,  560. 

Curteiiius,  Peter,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25,  custodian  of  army  stores,  89,  auditor,  368, 
appohited  commissioner,  382,  guest  at,  554,  555. 

Gushing,  William,  341. 

Custis,  Eleanor,  342. 

Custis,  George  Washington  Parke,  342. 

Cutting,  Francis  B.,  (note)  707,  722. 

Cutting,  William,  526. 


D.\BNET,  John  B.,  consul  at  Fayal,  Azore  Islands,  656. 

Dacres,  Captain,  commanding  Guerriere,  615. 

Daggett,  Napthali,  D.  D.,  in  battle  of  New  Haven,  221, 
222. 

Daggett,  Hon.  David,  LL.  D.,  551. 

Dallas,  Alexander  James  (Secretary  of  Treasury)!  661, 
663,  673. 

Dalton,  Dr.  John  C,  778. 

Dalton,  Tristam,  senator  escorting  Washington,  336, 
346,  348. 

Daly,  Charles  P.,  president  Geographical  Society,  709. 

Dana,  Francis,  LL.  D.  196. 

Danbury,  Conn.,  burning  of,  158,  159. 

Dartmouth,  Lord,  14, 16, 19,  46,  47,  48,  57. 

Davie,  William  Richardson,  313. 

Davis,  Judged.  C.  Bancroft,  wife  of,  735. 

Davis,  Matthew  L.  (author),  479,  493,  imprisoned,  496, 
575. 

Davis,  William  A.  (alderman),  697,  700. 

Davy,  Sir  Humphry  (chemist  and  philosopher),  discov- 
eries of,  512. 

Davezac,  Auguste,  charge  d'affaires  to  The  Hague,  723. 

Day,  Benjamin,  projector  of  New  York  Sun,  738. 

Dayton,  David,  member  of  Provincial  Congress,  32. 

Dayton,  Colonel  Elias.  took  possession  of  Johnson  Hall, 
74,  at  battle  of  Springfield,  241,  senator,  485. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  .\sylum,  establishment  of,  678,  illustra- 
tion, 679. 

Deane,  Silas,  mission  to  France,  70,  note  of,  71,  signs 
treaty  with  France,  194,  return,  203. 

Dearborn,  General  Henry,  at  battle  of  Saratoga,  183- 
186,  Secretary  of  War,  474,  590, 593,  594,  627,  628,  su- 
perseded, 629. 

Decatur.  Commodore  Stephen,  portrait  of,  618,  620,624, 
635,  651,  663. 

Declaration  of  Independence,  original  draft  of,  80, 
adoption  of,  91,  read  to  the  army,  92,  proclaimed  in 
Wall  Street,  93,  anniversary  celebrated  in  1789,346. 

D'Estaing,  Count,  reaches  America  with  French  fleet, 
203,  204,  213,  227. 

De  Fleury  (afterwards  field-marshal  of  France),  at  storm- 
ing of  Stony  Point,  224,  225. 

De  Forrest,  Lockwood,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clin- 
ton, (note)  690. 

De  Gra.sse,  Count,  252,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  255,  256. 

De  Grushe,  John,  .324. 


De  Heister,  General  (Hessian),  108,  109,  111.  in  battle 
of  White  Plains,  141. 

Dehon,  Theodore,  773. 

De  Kay,  James  (naturalist),  706. 

Delafield,  John,  member  of  Tontine  Association,  383. 

Delafield,  Joseph. 

Delafield,  John,  469,  719. 

Delafield,  Julia  (authorj,  383. 

De  Laucey,  James  (sou  of  Lieut.-Gov.),  in  England,  296 
agent  of  Loyalists  at  the  English  Court,  297. 

De  Lancey,  Colonel  .lames  (sou  of  Peter  De  Lancey), 
regiment  of,  39,  280,  retires  to  Nova  Scotia,  297. 

De  Lauoey,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress. 
31  • 

De  Lancey,  John  Peter,  wife  of.  I9l,  287,  in  England, 
297,  returned  to  New  York,  298. 

De  Lancey,  Peter  (of  Westchester),  daughter  of,  194, 
seven  sons  of,  297,  old  home  of,  709. 

De  Lancey,  Oliver  (son  of  Peter),  in  British  Navy,  297. 

De  Lancey,  Hon.  Oliver  (counselor),  47,  summoned  be- 
fore Committee  on  Conspiracy,  75,  house  of,  85, 
daughter  of,  105,  mansion  burned  by  Americans, 
190,  distress  of  family,  191,  daughter  of,  in  fort  at 
the  South,  252,  298,  death  of,  in  England,  (note)  287. 

De  Lancey,  Susanna  (sister  of  above),  married  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  children  of,  287. 

De  Lancey,  Oliver,  Jr.,  115,197,  at  fete  in  Philadelphia, 
200,  succeeded  Andre  as  adjutant-general  of  British 
army ,  287. 

De  Laucey,  Stephen,  32. 

De  Lancey,  William  Heathcote  (Episcopal  Bishop  of 
New  York),  birth  of,  191,  297,  wife  of,  401. 

De  Lancey,  Edward  Floyd  (son  of  above),  117,  144,  779. 

Delaplace  (British  commander),  capture  of,  29. 

Delano,  Eugene,  wife  of,  762. 

Delano,  Franklin,  wife  of,  753. 

Demont,  \Villiam  (traitor),  142. 

De  Neuville,  French  minister,  707. 

Denning,  William,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Denny,  Thomas,  764. 

De  Peyster,  Frederick  (president  Hist.  Soc),  515,  resi- 
dence of  in  1826,  710,  713,  714. 

De  Peyster,  James,  sisters  of,  308. 

De  Peyster,  John  J.,  409,  647. 

De  Peyster,  Johannes  (Vol.  I.),  descendants  of.  304,  305, 
great-granddaughter  of  (note),  695. 

De  Peyster,  Robert  G.  L.,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  The- 
ater, 686. 

Desbrcsses,  James,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dreii,  26. 

Desolation  of  New  York  City  after  the  Revolution,  275. 

Detmold,  C.  E.,  721. 

Detroit,  site  of,  415,  surrender  of,  601,  602. 

De  Witt,  Charles,  of  committee  to  frame  State  Consti- 
tution, 161 

De  Witt,  Egbert,  daughter  of,  119. 

De  Witt,  Simeon,  Chancellor  of  University,  283, 4.50, 512, 
555,  street  commissioner,  566,  surveyor-general,  579. 

De  VYitt,  Rev.  Thomas,  president  Hist.  Soc,  515,  760. 

Dexter,  Elias,  painting  of  Interior  Park  Theater  sub- 
mitted to,  685. 

Dexter,  Samuel  (Secretary  of  Treasury),  466,  549. 

Di  Cesnola,  General,  Count,  781. 

Dickens,  Charles,  tribute  to  Washington  Irving,  7.50. 

Dickinson,  Judge  Samuel,  314. 

Dickinson,  John  (sou  of  Judge  Samuel),  in  Convention, 
.314. 

Dickinson,  Rev.  Mo.ses.  trustee  of  Yale  College,  176. 

Digby,  Admiral,  residence  of,  in  New  York,  308. 

Diodati  family,  descendants  in  New  York,  arms  of,  C36, 
637. 

Directory,  first  city,  286,  287. 

Dispensary,  City,  established,  468,  increase  of  medical 
dispensaries,  766. 

Dix,  John  Adams  (soldier  and  author),  746,  772. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  563. 

Dodge,  William  E.  (philanthropist),  765,  773. 

Dodge,  William  E.,  Jr.,  779. 

Doll,  Dominic,  school  of,  188, 190. 

Dominick,  George,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  367. 

Donop,  Colonel,  Count  (He.ssian),  109,  150,  killed,  181. 

Douw,  Volckert  Peter,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  personal  note,  99,  judge,  1(53. 
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Douw,  Volckert  Jansen,  ancestor  of  Douw  family,  99. 

Douw,  Petrus,  house  of,  family  of,  99. 

Dorchester,  Lord,  483. 

Douglass,  Dr  John  11. ,485. 

Douglass,  Colouui  William,  123,  124,  regiment  of,  130. 

Douglas.s,  Mrs.  (actress),  43tj. 

Doughty,  f^amuel,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 

Drainage  of  the  city,  785. 

Drake,  Colonel  i^auiuel,  commanded  regiment,  65,  90. 

Lraper,  Simeon,  773. 

Drayton,  J.  Coleman,  wife  of,  753. 

Dred  Scott  decision,  770. 

Drew,  Andrew,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 

Drone  Club,  468. 

Drummond,  Lord  (son  of  Earl  of  Perth),  in  New  York, 
206,  guest  of  Andrew  Hammersley,  210. 

Duaue,  James  (statesman),  delegate  to  Second  Congress, 
19,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred.  25,  32,  83, 
read  draft  of  state  constitution  to  convention,  162, 
250,  first  mayor  after  the  Revolution,  278,  mayor's 
court,  279,  educational  institutions,  283,  298,  efforts 
to  <iU('U  Doctors'  Mob,  307,  state  convention  to  de- 
cide upon  Constitution,  320,  wife  of,  441. 

Duane  Street,  opened,  349. 

Duer,  Denning,  wife  of,  735 

Duer,  Judge  John,  mother  of,295,  700,  at  Irving  dinner 
722,  742. 

Duer,  Colonel  William,  one  of  Committee  on  Conspiracy, 
136,  139,  one  of  committee  to  frame  State  constitu- 
tion, 161,  marriage  of,  226,  wife  of,  295,  residence  of, 
303,  307,  song  of,  325,  wife  of,  341,  347. 

Duer,  William  Alexander,  jurist  and  scholar,  president 
of  Columbia  College,  284,  mother  of,  295,  354,  448, 
672,  674,  706,  vice-president  at  Irving  dinner,  722, 
daughter  of,  735,  president  of  Columbia  College,  742. 

Dudley,  Governor  Joseph,  grandson  of,  124. 

Dudlev,  Governor  Thomas,  great-grandson,  124,  enter- 
taining Lion  Gardiner  in  1635.  634  (note). 

Duryee,  Abraham,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Dund.is,  Sir  David,  K.  C.  B 
vcr  Dc  Lfincey,  287. 

DLiiilap,  William,  326,  3.52,  ■ 

Dunnioie,  I;ord,  burns  Norfolk,  Va.,  59 

Dunsionih,  Daniel,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26. 

Dun.^comb,  Daniel  E.,  member  of  common  council, 
702. 

Dunscomb,  Edward,  721. 

Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  1783,  276:  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church,  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  of  Forty-eighth 
Street,  illustration  of,  740,  760. 

Duyckinck,  Gerardus,  member  of  Committee  of  One 
Hundred,  26,  buildings  burned,  207,  member  of 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  282,  308,  512. 

Dwight,  Timothy.  D.  D.  (president  of  Yale  College), 
wife  of  (note),  522,  member  of  Hist.  Soc,  555. 

Dwight,  Theodore,  founding  Blind  Asylum,  720. 

Dy.son,  Robert,  portrait.  Interior  Park  Theater,  (note) 


B.\'cKER,  George  L  ,  477,  478. 

Eastburn,  Rev.  Dr.  Mauton,  oration  by,  742. 

Easthampton,  L.  I  ,  417,  422. 

Eaton,  Amos,  makes  geological  survey  of  New  York, 
694. 

Eceles,  Major,  captured,  233. 

Eckford,  Henry,  ship-building,  606. 

Eddy,  Tl^omas,  philanthropist,  advice  of,  515,  corpor- 
ator of  public  schools,  517,  518,  578,  canal  commis- 
-sioner,  579,  entertains  Clinton,  670,  671,  682,  on 
committee  to  reinstate  Clinton,  (note)  690,  prison 
commissioner,  736. 

Edgar,  William,  married  Miss  Anna  Van  Home,  285. 

Edgar,  MrS.,  presenting  colors  to  ship  Hamilton,  325. 

Education  in  New  York,  public,  282,  283,  284,  422,  423, 
468,  469,  470,  504,  515,  516,  517,  518,  523,  524,  525, 
568,  584,  680,  715,  716, 779,  780. 

Edwards,  Lewis,  steward  of  Gardiner's  Island,  634. 

Effingham,  Lord,  40. 

Egbert,  Benjamin,  corporator  of  public  schools,  518. 

Elevated  Railways  in  the  city,  illustrated,  784. 

Elgin  Botanical  Garden,  location  of,  511. 


married  daughter  of  Oli- 
?,  519. 


Ellicott,  Joseph,  canal  commissioner,  673. 

Elliot,  Andrew  (son  of  Sir  Gilbert),  collector  of  the  port 
of  New  York,  206,  mansion  of,  574. 

Elliot,  Sir  Gilbert,  receiver-general  of  Province  of  New 
York,  574. 

Elliot,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  554. 

Elliot,  Jesse  Duncan  (Lieutenant),  brilliant  exploit  of, 
606. 

Ellis,  Robert,  Presidential  elector,  1800,  464. 

Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  raid  by  British.  233,  Knyphau- 
sen's  expedition,  239. 

Ellsworth,  Oliver  (chief  justice),  in  Convention,  313, 
340,  346,  349,  wife  of,  358,  3!  9,  459, 466. 

Ellsworth,  Martin  (son  of  chief  justice),  358. 

Elmendorf,  Lucas,  675. 

Elmer,  Jonathan,  in  First  Congress,  346. 

Elting,  Peter,  letter  of,  77. 

Ely,  Dr.  John,  wife  of,  (note)  757. 

Ely,  Worthington  (son  of  alDove),  granddaughter  of, 
(note)  757. 

Ely,  Smith  (mayor),  757. 

Embargo  of  Jefferson,  541,  542,  640. 

Embree,  Lawrence,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26. 

Emmet,  Thomas  Addis,  583,  attorney-general,  585,  on 
committee  to  reinstate  Clinton,  690,  death  of,  713. 

Emmet,  Judge  Robert  (son  of  Thomas  Addis  Emmet), 
assisting  the  escape  of  Macready  the  actor,  753. 

Emmet,  Dr.  Thomas  Addis,  570. 

Emmet,  John  P., etching  of,  570. 

Emott,  James,  opposes  canal,  694. 

Endicott,  Governor,  entertaining  Lion  Gardiner  in  1635, 
(note)  634. 

Erskine,  Sir  William,  158,  at  Colonel  Abraham  Gar- 
diner's, 243. 

Erie  Canal,  originator  of,  577,  important  movements  in 
connection  with,  579, 580, 581,  project  re-agitated,  669, 
scheme  urged,  672,  673,  canal  commenced,  676,  prog- 
ress of,  688,  completed,  696,  water  introduced,  697. 
medals,  commemoration  of,  700,  celebration  of  com- 
pletion of,  701,702,  illustration  upon  ball-tickets,  702. 

Erie,  Lake,  union  with  Atlantic  Ocean,  illustration  of 
Keg,  699'. 

Eustis,  Captain,  91. 

Eutaw  Springs,  battle  of,  256. 

Evans,  Oliver,  428. 

Evangelist.  New  York,  founding  of,  739. 

Evarts,  Hon.  William  M.,  773. 

Evening  Journal,  Albany,  740. 

Evening  Post,  New  York,  478,  479,  525,  706,  740,  777. 

E.xchange,  Merchants',  completed  in  1827,  710. 

Executive  mansion,  Washington,  465,  burned  by  Brit- 
ish, 647,  etiquette,  687. 

Express,  New  York,  founding  of,  7.39. 


Fairchild,  Miss,  married  William  CuUen  Bryant,  777. 

Fairfax,  Lord,  property  of,  168. 

Fairfield,  Connecticut,  burning  of,  222,  223,  348. 

Fairlie,  James,  322. 

Fairlie,  Mrs.  Major,  523,  685. 

Fancher,  Enoch  L.,  765. 

Farmer,  Thomas,  corporator  of  public  schools,  518. 

Farquhar,  Charles,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
686. 

Farquhar,  James,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 

Farquhar,  James,  vestryman  of  Trinitv  Church,  367. 

Fashions  before  the  Revolution,  87,  in  1808, 5.50,  551. 

Fauchet,  M.,  French  minister,  416. 

Febiger,  Colonel  Christian,  at  storming  of  Stony  Point, 
224. 

Federalist,  The,  written  by  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Madi- 
son, 319. 

Federal  Hall,  Washington's  inauguration,  329,  375,  .376, 
418,  434. 

Federal  principle,  the  great,  315. 

Fellows,  Colonel,  104,  at  Kip's  Bay,  123. 

Fenwick,Sir  John,  368. 

Ferguson,  Adam  (Scotch  historian),  in  Philadelphia, 
201. 

Ferguson,  Captain,  211,  212. 

Ferguson,  John,  469, 575, 678,  mayor  in  1815,  (note)  680. 

Ferries  of  New  Yorkvfii;st  steam,  538. 
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Few,  William,  dining  with  President  Washington,  843, 
Senator  iu  First  Congress,  346,  wife  of,  354,  689. 

Field,  Benjamin,  331. 

Field,  Benjamin  H.,  779. 

Field,  Cortlandt  l)e  Peyster,  wife  of,  210. 

Field,  Gyrus  \V.,  success  of  the  Atlantic  cable,  770,  771. 

Field,  David  Dudley.  770,  771,  774. 

Field,  Mauusell  B.,  mother  of,  331. 

Field,  Moses,  ancestry  of,  331. 

Finances  of  Congress,  216,  increasing  difficulties,  228, 
borrowing  money  of  the  French,  255,  complications, 
292,  293,  Hamilton's  plan  for  payment  of  national 
and  state  debts,  380. 

Findlay,  Colonel  James,  591. 

Fire,  of  1776, 135,  map  of,  136,  of  1778,  205,206,  of  1811, 
576,  of  1835,  725,  of  1845,  747. 

Fire-engines  of  1880,  786. 

Fish,  Colonel  Nicholas,  104,  at  Yorktown,  256,  257, 452, 
501,  president  New  York  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
575,  portrait  of,  576,  on  Committee  of  Defense,  646, 
on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton  (note),  690,  resi- 
dence of,  710. 

Fish,  llumilton,  .statesman  and  scholar  (son  of  Colonel 
Nicholas),  448,  president  of  Uist.  Soc.,  515,  Secretary 
of  State,  575,  governor,  753,  772,  773,  president  of 
Union  Club,  779. 

Fish,  Preserved,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690. 

Fitch,  John  (inventor),  first  steamboat,  on  the  Collect, 
424,  description  of,  425,  427,  428,  535. 

Fitch,  Governor  Thomas,  mansion  burned  by  British, 
223,  ancestry  and  descendants,  735. 

Fitzherbert  (minister  at  the  French  Court),  signs 
treaty,  262,  264,  268. 

Five  Points,  763,  House  of  Industry,  766. 

Flag,  national,  170,  alteration  of,  681. 

Flatbush,  Long  Island,  the  Clarksons  of,  36,  85,  oc- 
cupied by  Hessians,  101,  102,  105,  107,  108,  109,  resi- 
dence of  Axtell,  206,  death  of  Chief-Justice  Horseman- 
den,  211. 

Fleet,  British,  off  Sandy  Hook,  78,  90. 

Fleming,  General  Augustus,  702,  at  Jrving  dinner,  722. 

Fleming,  Edward,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26. 

Florida,  cession  of,  by  Spain,  680. 

Floyd,  William  (son  of  Nicoll  Floyd),  delegate  to  second 
Continental  Congress,  sketch  of  family  in  note,  20,  in 
Congress,  83,  wrote  from  Congress,  101,  daughter  of, 
119,  in  the  Legislature,  279,  in  first  Congress,  346, 
Presidential  elector,  1800,  464. 

Floyd,  Richard,  115. 

Floyd,  Nicoll,  son  of  Richard  Floyd,  20. 

Floyd,  Hon.  John  G.  (son  of  Nicoll  and  grandson  of 
William  above),  20. 

Flushing,  visited  by  President  Washington  in  1789,  348, 
372. 

FoUiott,  George,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
31. 

Folsom,  General  Nathaniel,  sent  to  Washington  from 
Congress,  196. 

Forsyth,  Major,  exploit  of,  626.  ''- 

Forrest,  Edwin  (American  tragedian),  connected  with 
Astor  Place  Riot,  752. 

Folsom,  Charles,  777. 

Ford,  Mrs.  Colonel,  house  of,  232,  233. 

Fortifications  of  the  city  (1776),  90,  of  1812,  661. 

Fort  Erie,  capture  of,  643,  sortie  from,  645,  653. 

Fort  George,  608,  capture  of,  627. 

Fort  Meigs,  bombardment  of,  629. 

Fort  Stephenson,  gallant  defense  of,  629. 

Foster,  Abiel,  in  first  Congress,  345. 

Foster,  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin,  284,  467. 

Foster,  John,  member  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
32. 

Fowler,  Joseph,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 

Fox,  Charles,  52,  in  Parliament,  172,  193,  opinion  of, 
213,214,  caustic  remarks  of,  229,  assailing  the  minis- 
try, 258,  259,  made  Secretary  of  State,  260,  quarrels 
with  Shelburne,  261,  262,  approves  treaty,  266. 

Fox,  George,  .59. 

Fraser,  Simon,  wife  of,  297. 

France,  condition  of,  387,  difficulties,  430,  revolution 
in,  392,  404. 

Francis,  Dr.  John  W.,  writes  of  editors,  479,  506,  of 
VOL.    IT.  .jI 


Historical  Society,  511,  founding  Literary  and  Phi- 
losophical Society,  678,  682,  683,  686,  treatise  on 
cholera,  722. 

Franklin,  Dr.  Benjamin,  agent  of  the  colonies  in  Great 
Britain,  13,  58,  jokes  of,  59,  on  secret  cuinniittee,  70, 
commissioner  to  Canada,  72,  illness  of,  73,  committee 
to  treat  with  Howe  for  peace,  119,  journey  with 
Adams,  120,  interview  with  British  generals  on  Staten 
l.sland,  121,  in  France,  174, correspondence  witli  David 
Hartley,  192,  treaty  with  France,  193,  presented  at 
court,  194,  195,  correspondence  with  llaiilcs,  2.'>1, 
252,  259,  visits  Vergennes,  260,  i..ii.Miu. .,  'liiiii.^U 
diplomatists,  261,  opinions  of,  262,  ■  .n-  i  .  n  i.  ual 
treaty,  263,  signs  general  treaty,  211  k  -i  in  >  n.ir 
Paris,  265,  autograph,  266,  signs  .Irliiiiin.-  ti.-aty, 
267,  portrait  of  Hartley  received,  268,  asks  ijcniiissiou 
to  return  home,  291,  president  of  Pennsylvania, 
312,  in  the  Convention,  315,  speech  of,  316,  visited 
by  Jefferson,  366,  death  of,  368,  family  note,  369, 
5i2. 

Franklin,  Governor  William  (son  of  above),  57,  58. 

Franklin,  William  Temple  (son  of  Governor  \Villiain 
Franklin),  58,  in  Paris,  193,  in  picture,  267. 

FrankUn,  Sarah  (daughter  of  Dr.  Franklin),  married 
Richard  Bache,  descendants  of,  369. 

Franklin,  Matthew,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 

Franklin,  Thomas,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 

Franklin,  Walter,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
31,  house  of,  329,  330,  lamily  note,  331. 

Franklin,  Walter,  house,  330. 

Franklin,  Lady,  771. 

Franks,  Jacob,  287. 

Fraunces'  Tavern,  277,  278,  339. 

Frazer,  General  (British),  at  battle  of  Saratoga,  179, 
182,  killed,  183,  burial  of,  184. 

Freeborn,  Thomas,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690. 

Freemasons,  ancient  fraternity  of,  512. 

Free  School  Society,  charter  of,  515,  illustration  of 
first  school  building,  517,  779,  780. 

Frelinghuvsen,  Frederick,  exploit  of,  174. 

Frelinghuysen,  Rev.  T.  J.,  276. 

Frelinghuysen,  Rev.  John  (son  of  above),  276. 

Frelinghuysen,  Hon.  Frederick  (sou  of  above),  277. 

Frelinghuysen,  Hon.  Theodore  (son  of  above),  276,  662. 

French  Alliance,  193,  anniversary  of,  in  camp,  218. 

Freneau,  Philip,  poet,  82,  398. 

Fresh- Water  Pond,  the  Collect,  description  of,  349,  map 
of,  423,  picture  of,  424,  filling  in,  .565,  present  site, 
736. 

Frog's  Neck  (Throg's),  landing  of  British,  139. 

Fulton,  Robert,  424,427,  first  steamboat,  531,  sketch 
of,  532,  in  France,  533,  portrait  of,  534,  535,  steam 
frigate,  .538,  canal  commissioner,  580,  memory  of,  703. 


G. 

G.\GE,  General,  24,  30,  criticised,  40,  43,  45. 

Gahn,  Henry  (Swedish  consuT),  .554,. 5.55. 

Gaine,Hugh,  escapes  to  Newark,  127,  newspaper  of, 
286,  325,  library  trustee,  418. 

Gaines,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  595, 
Brigadier-General,  642,  644. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  421,  452,  Secretary  of  Treasury,  474, 
president  Historical  Society,  515,  report  of,  580,  639, 
661,  commissioner  at  Ghent,  667,  minister  to  France, 
668,  719. 

Gambler,  Lord,  Briti.sh  commis.sioner  at  Ghent,  662,  667. 

Gano,  Rev.  John  (Baptist  clergyman),  37, -Regent  of 
University,  and  sketch  of,  284. 

Gano,  Stephen,  descendants  of,  284. 

Gano,  Rev.  Stephen  (son  of  Rev.  John),  preaches  dedi- 
cation sermon,  284. 

Gano,  John,  editor  of  Cincinnati  Commercial,  284. 

Gano,  Dr.  James  M..  284. 

Gano,  Joseph  J.,  284. 

Gano,  George  A.,  family  of,  284. 

Gansevoort,  Leonard,  of  committee  on  conspiracy,  74, 
384,  450. 

Gansevoort,  Lieutenant,  608. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Peter,  commanding  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  169,  595. 

Gardiner,  Valentine,  wife  of,  442. 
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Gardiner,  Lion,  founder  of  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island, 
40,  signature  and  seal  of,  635,  636, 637. 

Gardiner,  David  (second  Lord),  40,  (note)  41. 

Gardiner,  David  (.sixth  Lord),  children  of,  40,  41,  417. 

Gardiner,  John  Lyon  (seventh  Lord;,  41,  portrait,  633, 
634,  635,  636,  C37,  782. 

Gardiner,  Hon.  Samuel  Buell  (present  proprietor),  637. 

Gardiner,  Colonel  Abraham,  41,  198,  li»9  243. 

Gardiner,  Dr.  Nathaniel  (sou  of  above),  19!J,  243,  417. 

Gardiner,  David,  (grandson  of  Colonel  Abraham),  mem- 
ber of  Congres.s,  242. 

Gardiner,  Miss  Julia  (daughter  of  above), married  Pres- 
ident Tyler,  242,  747. 

Gardiner  family,  various  branches  of,  (536,  637. 

Gardiner's  Bay,  41,  view  of,  199,  British  fleet  in,  242, 
632,  634,  638. 

Gardiner's  Island,  40,  stripped  of  produce,  198,  view  of 
manor  house,  199,  417,  description  of,  632,  settlement 
of,  634,  635, 637,  638. 

Gardoqui,  Don  Diego,  Spanish  minister,  290,  house 
illuminated,  338,  dining  with  President  Washington, 
343,  taking  leave,  348. 

Gas,  introduced  into  the  city  in  1825,  728. 

Gasherie,  Joseph,  89,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Gates,  General  Horatio,  61,  diflerences  with  Schuyler, 
98,  joins  Washington,  148,  149,  intrigues  of,  166,  167, 
supersedes  Schuyler,  168,  at  battles  of  Saratoga,  17'<, 
187,  intrigues  of,  189.  196,  defeat  at  the  South,  244, 
superseded.  249,  448,  461. 

Gautier,  Dr.  Joseph  Hornblower,,426. 

Gautier,  Mrs.  Dr.,426. 

Geddes,  James,  579. 

Gois.senhainer,  Rev.  Dr.  F.  G.,  563. 

Gelston,  David,  Stsite  canvasser,  384. 

Gelston,  Maltby,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 

Genet,  Edmond  Charles  (French  minister),  wife  of,  119, 
331,  conduct  of,  388,  392,  393,  family  of,  394,  recalled, 
395,  marriage  of,  396,  second  wife,  397. 

Genet,  George  C  ,  331. 

George  III.,  King  of  England,  12,  17.  50,  69,  statue  de- 
molished, 92,  employing  Hessians,  100,  jubilant,  167, 
Lafayette  presented,  174,  194.  speech  of,  2.58,  stubborn- 
ness of,  269,  ministers  of,  261,  Adams's  interview  with, 
290,  291. 

George,  Lake,  crossed  by  the  commissioners.  72. 

Gerard,  M.,  French  minister,  203.  return  of,  228,  229. 

Gerard,  James  \\ .,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
685. 

Germain.  Lord,  151, 173,  195,  204,  242,  obloquy  of,  249, 
applauding  Cornwallis,  253,  257,  retires  from  Cabinet, 
258. 

German,  Obadiah,  canal  appraiser,  677. 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  statesman,  96,  letter  of,  288,  280, 
marriage  of,  294,  in  Convention,  313,  wife  of,  341,  in 
First  Congress,  345,  354,  envoy,  450,  Vice-President, 

Gervais,  John  Lewis,  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  291. 

Ghent,  commissioners  at,  651,  662,  peace  signed  at,  664. 

Gibbs,  George,  554. 

Gibbons,  Thomas,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690. 

Gibson,  Colonel  George,  216. 

Gilbert.  Williani  A.,  captain  of  volunteers,  90. 

Gilbert,  William  W. ,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Giles,  Aquila,  officer  of  great  Federal  proce.'sion ,  322. 

Gillespie,  Robert,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
686. 

Gilman,  Nicholas,  in  First  Congress,  345,  354. 

Glen,  Henry,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31. 

Glover,  Colonel  John,  113,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  at 
trial  of  Andre,  248,  250. 

Goelet,  Peter,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  26. 

Goforth,  William,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Gooch,  Captain,  144. 

Goodrich,  Chauncey,  wife  of,  358,  422. 

Goodrich,  Samuel  (Peter  Parley),  757. 

Goodrich,  Rev.  Eliezer,  trustee"  of  Yale  College,  176. 

Gordon,  Sir  George,  of  Gordontown ,  210. 

Gordon,  Thomas  (son  of  above),  one  of  lords  proprietors 
of  East  New  Jer.sey,  210. 

Gordon,  Sir  Robert,  of  Gordontown,  441. 

Gordon,  Robert  (son  of  above),  441. 


1  Goulburn,  Henry,  British  Commissioner  at  Ghent,  662. 

'  Gouverueur,  Nicholas,  wife  of,  (386. 

'  Gouverueur,  Samuel  L.,  postmaster,  N.  y.,wife  of  687. 

Gouverneur,  Samuel  Lawrence  (son  of  above),  wife  of- 
687. 

Gouverneur,  Isaac,  687. 

Governmentof  State  of  New  York,  organization  of,  162. 

Government  House,  illustration  of,  435. 

Governor's  Island,  fortified,  90,  95,  100, 115. 
,  Gower,  Lord,  14,  229. 

\  Gracie,  Archibald   (eminent  merchant),  corporator  of 
public  schools,  517,  520,   house  of,  521,  71i>,  734, 
i      daughter  of,  735. 

Gracie,  Archibald,  Jr.,  734. 

Gracie,  William,  722. 

Graham,  Charles,  722. 

Graham,  Daniel,  State  canvasser,  384. 

Graham,  Lewis,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
I      gress,  32,  one  of  Committee  on  Conspiracy,  74. 

Graham,  Robert,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
j      gress,  32. 

I  Graham,  Mrs.  Isabella,  466,  467,  523. 
;  Gramercy  Park,  750. 

Granger,  Gideon, ^Postmaster-General,  651. 

Grant,  Major-General  (British),  108,  201. 

Gray  don.  Captain  Alexander,  144,  prisoner  at  Flatbush, 

i    2ii; 

Grayson,  William,  Senator  in  first  Congress,  346. 
Greeley,  Horace,   39,   issuing   penny   newspaper,   738, 

founder  of  New  York  Tribune,  1841,  739. 
Green,  John  C:,  765,  779. 

Greene,   General    Nathaniel,    introduces   Hamilton   to 
Washington,  77,  103,  illness  of,  104,  116,  117,  com- 
manding on  Harlem  Heights,  129,  at  Fort  Lee,  143, 
144,145,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  150,  at   battle  of 
Princeton,  153,  164,  at  battle  of  Brim(l,\  wine,   178,  at 
Germantown,  181,  wife  at  Valley  Furtre,  i:ini,  sent  to 
Rhode  Island,  204,  in  New  Jersey,  241,  244,  at  Tap- 
pan,  247,meeting  Clinton's  officers,  i;48,  at  the  South, 
249,  252,  254,  death  of,  287, 313. 
Greene,  Mrs.  General  Nathaniel,  347,  352,  367. 
Greenleaf,  editor  of  Argus,  452,  4.54. 
Greenville,  Fort,  415. 

Grenville,  Thomas  (son  of  George),  minister  to  France, 
i      261,  262,  414. 
Grey,  General  (British  Eiirl),  211. 
Gridley,  Colonel  Richard,  42. 
i  Griffin,  Cyrus.  354. 
\  Griffin.  Judge  Cyrus,  at  trial  of  Burr,  540. 

Griffin,  Lady  Christiana,  347,  354.      ■ 
j  Griffin,  Rev.  Edward  Dorr,  President  of  Williams  Col- 
lege, 715. 
.  Griffin,  George  lawyer  (brother  of  above),  715,  742. 
I  Griffin,  Rev.  Edward  Dorr  (son  of  above),  715. 

Griffith,  Colonel,  130. 
I  Grim,  Charles  F.,  722. 
'  Grim,  David,  709. 
Grinnell,  Cornelius,  771. 
Grinnell,  Henry  (eminent  merchant)  767,771. 
Grinnell,  Moses  H.  (eminent  merchant),  707,  771,  772, 

Griscom.  John,  678. 

Griswold  Arms,  612. 

Griswold  family,  various  branches  of  612,  636,  637. 

Griswold,  Sir  Matthew,  of  Malvern  Hall,  England,  612. 

Griswold,  Matthew,  first  magistrate  of  Saybrook,  Con- 
necticut, married  Anna  Wolcott,  357. 

Griswold,  Matthew  (son  of  above),  fii-st  settler  of  Lyme, 
Connecticut,  612. 

Griswold,  John  (son  of  above),  612. 

Griswold,  Governor  Matthew  (son  of  John),  160,  mar- 
ried Ursula  Wolcott,  358,  633,  son  of,  612. 

Griswold,  Governor  Roger  (son  of  above),  379,  family 
note,  612,  description  of,  613,  death  of,  SU4. 

Griswold,  Rev.  George  (eon  of  Matthew  2d),  613. 

Griswold,  George  (grandson  of  above),  merchanc  of 
New  York  City,  612,  696,  residence  of,  710,  719,  735, 
764,  765,  779,"782. 

Griswold.  Nathaniel  Lvnde  (brother  of  above),  mer- 
chant of  New  York  City,  612,  782. 

Griswold,  Judge  John  (son  of  Governor  Matthew), 
daughter  married  Richard  McCurdv,  613,  sons  of, 
636. 

Griswold,  John  (son  of  above),  merchant  in  New  York 
City,fi3;. 
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Griswold,  Charles  C.  (brother  of  above),  merchant  in 

New  York  City,  636,  daughters  of,  637,  682. 
Griswold,  Matthew  (son  of  Governor  Roger),  612. 
Griswold,  Captain  Robert  (son  of  Governor  Roger),  612. 
Griswold,  Edward,  library  trustee,  418. 
Griswold,  Fort,  garrison  massacred,  256. 
Grosvenor,  Thomas  P.,  member  of  Congre.ss,  623. 
Grote,  George  (historian),  267. 
Gunn,  Rev.  Alexander,  563. 
Gunn,  James,  Senator  in  First  Congress,  346. 
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RiiGHT,  Benj.\min  (alderman),  574. 

Haight,  David  L.,  442. 

Haines,  Charles  G.,  689. 

Hake,  Samuel  (claimant  of  title  of  Lord  Hake),  308. 

Hakluyt,  Richard,  555. 

Hale,  David,  editor  Journal  of  Commerce,  738,  descrip- 
tion of,  730. 

Hale,  Nathan,  capture  of,  136,  e.xecution  of,  137. 

Hall,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  church  of,  560,  760. 

Hallam,  Lewis  (actor),  436. 

Halleck,  Fitz-Greene  (poet),  706,  742,  trustee  of  Astor 
Library,  755. 

Hallet,  Joseph,  member  of  Committee  of  Due  Hundred, 
25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  31. 

Hallock,  Rev.  Moses,  classical  school  of,  730. 

Hallock,  Gerard  (son  of  above),  editor  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, 738,  news  schooners  of,  739. 

Hallock,  Rev  William  A.,  D.  D.,  founder  of  American 
Tract  Society,  739. 

Hamersley,  Sir  Hugh  (Lord  Mayor  of  London),  209. 

Hamersley,  William  (officer  in  British  navy),  settled 
in  New  York,  209. 

Hamersley,  Andrew  (son  of  William),  character  of,  and 
family,  209,  wife  of,  210,  place  of  residence  in  1788, 
308,  367 

Hamersley,  William  (son  of  above),  wife  of,  209,  pro- 
fes.-ior  in  Columbia  College,  469. 

Hamersley,  Dr.  Andrew  (son  of  above),  author,  209. 

Hamersley,  Louis  Carre  (son  of  Andrew),  209. 

Hauieisley,  Thomas  (son  of  Andrew),  wife  of,  209. 

Hamersley,  A.  Gordon  (son  of  Louis  Carre),  209. 

Hamersley,  John  William  (son  of  Louis  Carre),  family 
of,  209,  210. 

Hamersley,  James  Hooker  (son  of  John  William),  210. 

Hamersley,  William,  Mayor  of  Hartford,  209. 

Hamersley  Arms,  illustration  of,  469. 

Hamilton,  Sir  William,  767. 

Hamilton,  Alexander  (financier  and  statesman),  cap- 
tain of  artillery,  77,  early  life  of,  82,  age  of,  104, 
retreating  with  artillery  from  New  York  Citv,  126, 
skirmish  of,  127,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  150,  de- 
scription and  portrait  of,  234,  courtship  of,  235,  at 
Hartford,  244,  discovers  treason  of  Arnold,  245,  247, 
suggests  a  confederation,  250,  at  Yorktown,  256,  ex- 
ploit of,  257,  268,  originates  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  283,  Regent  of  the  University,  284,  origi- 
nates first  banking  institution  in  New  York,  292,  293, 
represents  New  York  at  Annapolis  Convention,  294, 
befriending  the  Loyalists,  295,  character  as  a  lawyer, 
299,'  trying  to  quell  Doctors'  Mob,  307,  establishes 
bank,  309,  character  and  genius  of,  310,  love-let- 
ter of,  314,  315,  in  Convention  to  frame  Constitution, 
316,  uniting  the  Federalist,  319,  arguments  of,  320, 
eloquence  in  State  convention,  321,  honored  by  great 
Federal  procession,  323,  339,  Secretary  of  the  Trea.s- 
ury ,  341,  oration  on  life  of  Greene,  346,  347,  348,  352, 
plan  for  paying  national  debt,  359,  opposing  Jeffer- 
son, 367,  373,  despairing,  374,  378,  favoring  National 
Bank,  380,  at  enmity  with  Burr,  381,  384,  387,  con- 
test with  Jefferson,  395,  398,  404.  retires  from  Treas- 
ury, 405,  406,  the  .lay  treaty,  414,  429,  consulted, 
431,  443,  451,  453,  454,  power  of,  456,  Talleyrand's 
opinion  of,  458,  opposed  to  Adams,  459,  indignation 
of,  460,  writing  Governor  Jay,  463,  470,  479,  religious 
ideas  of,  480,  purchase  of  The  Grange,  481,  social 
intercourse  with  Burr,  484,  491,  challenged  by  Burr, 
492,  duel  of,  403,  501,  will  of,  502,  503. 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  Alexander,  portrait  of,  235,  493,  496, 
officer  of  Orphan  Asylum,  523,  visited  by  Lafayette, 


Hamilton,  Alexander  (grandson  of  statesman),  779. 

Hamilton,  Angelica  (daughter  of  Alexander),  stricken 
with  grief,  4!l6. 

Hamilton,  Philip  (son  of  Alexander),  469.  477,  death  of, 
478. 

Hamilton,  Andrew  (Philadelphia),  granddaughter  of, 
296. 

Hamlin,  Hannibal,  Vice-President,  774. 

Hammond,  Abijah,  officer  of  great  Federal  procession  of 
1788,  322,  382;466,  571. 

Hammond,  Bazilla,  on  privateer  General  Armstrong,  655. 

Hammond,  George,  British  minister,  388,  412,  marriage 
of,  415,  462. 

Hancks,  Captain,  killed  at  Detroit,  601. 

Hancock,  John,  28,  entertains  Washington,  73. 

Hand,  Colonel  Edward,  personal  note,  106, 107, 108,113, 
fights  British  at  Frog's  Neck,  139,  at  battle  of  Tren- 
ton, 149,  150,  153,  in  battle  of  Princeton,  154,  with 
Sullivan's  expedition,  218,  trial  of  Andre,  248,  organ- 
izing The  Cincinnati,  273. 

Harcourt,  Colonel  (Earl),  captures  General  Lee,  148. 

Hardenbergh,  Karl  Augustus  Von,  Prime  Minister  of 
Frederic  WilUam  III.,  276., 

Hardenbergh,  Johannes,  member  of  New  York  Provin- 
cial Congress,  31,  manorial  patent,  276. 

Hardenbergh,  Rev.  Jacobus  Rutsen ,  D.  D.  (.son  of  above^,. 
first  president  of  Rutgers  College,  sketch  of,  276,  wife 
of,  277. 

Hardenbergh,  Jacobus  Rutsen  (son  of  above),  276. 

Haring,  John,  President  of  New  York  Congress,  76,  in 
Legislature,  279. 

Harlem  Heights,  124,  Washington's  army  at,  127,  bat- 
tle of,  128, 133, 137, 138,  occupied  by  British,  143,  144, 
373. 

Harlem,  village  of,  348. 

Harper,  Robert,  member  of  Legislature,  279. 

Harper,  Fletcher,  783. 

Harper,  James  (of  Harper  Brothers),  mayor,  750,  780. 

Harris,  Rev.  Dr.  William,  rector  of  St.  Mark's  Church, 
514,  562. 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  humorous  incident  of,  96. 

Harrison,  Richard,  350,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 
367,  468,  475. 

Harrison,  Robert  H.  (Md.),  341. 

Harrison,  ^Villiam  Henry  (President  of  United  States), 
96,  wife  of,  218,  in  military  service,  605,  622,  reply  to 
General  Proctor,  629,  victory  of  the  Thames,  631, 
elected  President  —  death  of,  747. 

Harsin,  Garish,  letter  of,  63. 

Harsin,  Jacob,  563. 

Hart,  Eli  (merchant),  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690,  732. 

Hartford  Convention,  663,  732. 

Hartley,  Sir  John,  descendants  of,  270. 

Hartley,  Rev.  Mr.,  vicar  of  Armley  (father  of  Dr.  David 
Hartley),  270. 

Hartley,  Dr.  David,  author  and  metaphysician  (1705- 
1752),  270. 

Hartley,  David,  Member  of  Parliament  (son  of  above) 
(1729-1813),  predictions  of,  70,  advises  England  in 
relation  to  America,  172,  opinion  of,  173,  philan- 
thropy of,  19.3,  moves  address  to  the  King,  213,  214, 
acts  as  a  mediator,  251,  259,  lives  for  peace,  260,  in- 
forms Franklin  of  release  of  prisoners,  262,  commis- 
sioner to  conclude  negotiations  with  America,  264, 
articles  of  treaty,  265,  signature  of,  266,  signing  of 
definitive  treaty,  267,  portrait  of,  268,  269,  family  of, 
270,  farewell  letter  to  John  Jay,  288,  413. 

Hartley,  James  (brother  of  Dr.  David).  270. 

Hartley,  Robert  (son  of  above),  wife  of,  270. 

Hartley,  Isaac  (son  of  above),  settled  in  New  York, 
270. 

Hartley,  Robert  Milham  (.'son  of  above),  philanthropic 
work  in  New  York  City,  270,  682,  763,  764,  765. 

Hartley,  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Smithson  (son  of  above),  270. 

Hartley  Arms,  270. 

Hartley,  Thoma,«,  366. 

Hasbrouck,  Abraham,  89. 

Haslet,  Colonel,  113. 

Hathaway,  Hon.  Joshua,  676. 

Hathorn,"  John,  Speaker  of  Assembly,  280,  346. 

Havemeyer,  William  II.  (mayor),  772,  773. 

Havens,  James,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
tiress,  32. 

Havens,  Jonathan  N.,  384. 
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Havens,  Rensselaer,  655. 

Hawlev,  Jesse,  579. 

llawlev,  Joseph  Koswell,  226. 

Hawkins,  Benjamin,  senator  in  First  Congress,  346. 

Hav,  Judge  George,  wife  of,  687. 

Hay,  Colonel  Uduey,  at  storming  of  Stony  Point,  224, 
wounded,  225. 

Hayes.  President  Rutherford  B.,  782.  \ 

Hazard,  Ebenezer,  U.  S.  Postmaster-General,  507. 

Hazard    Thomas,  of  Committee   to  reinstate   Clinton, 
690.  ' 

Heald,Captain,wifeof,  603,  604.  ; 

Heard,  General  Nathaniel,  59. 

Heath,  General,  character  of,  103,  116,  117,  guarding  ; 
the  Highlands,  145,  in  Massachusetts,  158.  i 

Heathcote,  Caleb,  139. 

Hedden   Josiah,  on  Canal  Celebration  Committee,  697, 
702. 

Hedden ,  Judge  Joseph  ,233. 

Hegeman,  Adrian,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 

Hehn,  Lieutenant,  at  Chicago,  wife  of,  602,  604. 

Heluie,  Benjamin,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred', 26. 

Hempstead  Bay,  372. 

Henley,  Thomas,  killed,  137. 

Henry,  John  (governor),  82,  senator  in  First  Congress, 
346. 

Henry,  Patrick,  83,  opinion  of  Constitution,  318,  319, 
320,  341,  envoy,  459. 

Henry,  William  (inventor),  427. 

Herald,  New  York,  founding  of,  738,  739. 

Herkimer,  General  Nicholas,  60,  killed  in  battle  of 
Oriskany,  169.  j 

Herttell,  Thomas,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690. 

Hickey,  Thomas,  79. 

Hicks,  Whitehead  (mayor),  32,  47,  79. 

Hicks,  Dr.,  307.  | 

Hildreth,  Matthias  B.,  585. 

Hillhouse,  Captain  James,  221. 

Historical  Society,  New  York,  founded,  508,  509,  554,  ' 
555,716  767. 

Hitchcock,  President  Edward,  mother  of,  159. 

Hitchcock,  Justin,  wife  of,  159. 

Hitchcock,  Colonel  Daniel,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  150, 
at  battle  of  Princeton,  154. 

Hoagland,  Adam,  house  of,  122,  farm  of,  127. 

Hobart,  Edmund,  one  of  the  founders  of  Hingham,  ! 
Mass.,  718. 

Hobart,  John  (grandson  of  Edmund),  718.  | 

Hobart.  Right  Kev.  Dr.  John  Henry  (grandson  of  John),  | 
505,  Episcopal  bishop  of  New  York,  514,  668,  resi-  | 
dence  of,  710.  portrait  of.  718,  death  of  719.  j 

Hobart,  Rev.  Noah  (grandson  of  Edmund  ,  163,  718.        j 

Hobart,  John  Sloss  (son  of  Rev.  Noah),  member  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  32,  46,  107,  128,  framing  State  Con-  | 
stitution,  161,  162,  personal  note,  168,  influence  of, 
299,  3.54,  718.  I 

Iloboken,  founding  of,  536. 

Hoffman,  Anthony,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  ; 
Congress,  31,  judge,  163,  Regent  of  University,  284. 

Hoffinan.  Josiah  Ogden,  character  of,  300,  in  Federal 
procession,  326,  362,  450,  523,  recorder,  553,  555,  ' 
583,  680. 

Hoffman,  Charles  Fenno  (editor),  707,  at  Irving  dinner, 
722,  742. 

Hoffman,  Hon.  Murray,  778. 

Hoffman,  Ogden,  707,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 

Hoffman,  John  T.  (governor),  32. 

Hoffman,  Nicholas,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Hoffinan,  Philip,  wife  of,  32. 

Hoffman,  Mrs.  Sarah,  467,  ofticer  of  Orphan  Asylum, 
523. 

Holland  Land  Company,  456. 

HoUey,  Myron,  treasurer  of  canal  commissioners,  673. 

Holmes,  Eliphalet,  125. 

Holmes,  James,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32,  47. 

Holt,  John  (printer),  28,  285. 

Holt,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  285,  286. 

Holt,  Mrs.,  at  Indian  (Chicago)  Massacre,  604. 

Hone,  Isaac  S.,  resolutions  submitted  by,  689. 

Hone,  John,  Jr.,  706,  residence  of,  709,  daughter  of, 
710. 


Hone,  Philip  (mayor),  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clin- 
ton, 690,  Canal  Celebration,  697,  address  of,  698,  702, 
704,  706,  707,  residence  of,  708. 

Hooker,  Judge  James,  wife  of,  209. 

Hoornbcck,  J.acob,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31. 

Hopkins,  Mark,  brigade  major,  104. 

Hopkinson,  Francis,  ballad  of,  199. 

Hopper,  Jasper,  450. 

Hoppin.  William  J.,  778. 

Hornblower,  Joseph,  eminent  engineer,  426. 

Hornblower,  Jonathan  (son  of  above),  426. 

Hornblower,  Josiah  (son  of  Joseph),  426,  427,  seal  of, 
471. 

Hornblower,  Joseph  C,  chief-justice  of  New  Jersey 
(son  of  above),  426,  427. 

Hornblower,  Dr.  William,  426. 

Hornblower,  Rev.  Dr.  William  H.,  427. 

Hornblower's  invention,  427,  engine-house  of,  471. 

Horn's  Hook,  127. 

Hor.semanden,  Daniel  (coun.^elor),  47,  petition  of,  210, 
deatli  of,  211. 

Hosack,  Alexander,  686. 

Ho-sack,  Dr.  David,  470,  493,  founding  Historical  So- 
ciety, 506,  founding  Elgin  Botanical  Garden,  510, 
511,  president  of  Historical  Society,  515,  520,  526, 
540,  555,  prominence  of,  581,  portrait  of,  582,  685, 
692. 

Hospitals.  —  City  Ho.spital,  286,  picture  of,  306,  307. 
367,  678,  hospital  for  Insane,  518,  678,  Bellevue, 
erected  in  1836,  736,  hospitals  of  the  city  on  the 
islands,  737,  hospital  for  Ruptured  and  Cripples, 
Presbyterian  hospital,  765,  Roosevelt,  Mount  Sinai, 
St.  Luke's,  and  others,  766. 

House  of  Lords,  discussions  in,  12. 

Howe,  trial  of  Andr(5,  248. 

Howe,  Admiral  Lord,  13,  arrival  in  New  York,  94,  peace 
mission  of,  95.  overtures,  96,  disappointment,  97, 
mistakes  spirit  of  New  York,  101, 115,  peace  efforts, 
119,  committee  from  Congress,  120,  121,-  at  Beekman 
mansion,  137,  138,  leaves  service,  l!)5,  198,  returns 
with  squadron  to  New  York,  203,  sails  for  French 
fleet,  205. 

Howe,  General,  Sir  William,  in  Boston,  38,  44,  45,  evac- 
uates Boston,  69,  70,  72,  at  Sandy  Hook,  80,  95, 
message  to  Washington,  96,  account  of  interview,  97, 
mistaking  New  York,  1()1,  proclnmation  of,  107,  108, 
109,  112,  114,  115,  on  Murray  pill,  126,  at  Apthorpe 
mansion,  128,  129,  battle  of  Harlem  Heights,  132. 
disasters,  133,  pardons,  138,  attempts  to  surround 
Washington,  139,  march  to  White  Plains,  141,  battle 
of,  141.  return  of,  142,  at  Fort  Washington,  143.  vic- 
tory of,  144,  in  winter-quarters,  148,  master  of  New 
Jersey,  149,  defeated  at  Trenton,  150,  151,  152,  with- 
draws from  New  Jersey,  165,  mysterious  movements, 
173,  meets  Washington  below  Philadelphia,  177,  enters 
Philadelphia,  178,  battle  of  Germantown,  181,  in 
Philadelphia,  189,  190,  asks  to  be  relieved,  195,  con- 
duct of,  198,  prepares  for  England,  199,  brilliant  fare- 
well, 200,  sails  for  England,  201. 

Howell,  Nathaniel  W.,  appointed  appraiser,  677. 

Hoyt,  John,  one  of  original  settlers  of  Danbury,  Con- 
necticut, 159. 

Hoyt,  Simon,  ancestor  of  family  in  America,  159. 

Hoyt,  Walter,  one  of  original  incorporators  of  Nor- 
walk,  159. 

Hoyt,  Nathaniel  (sergeant),  skirmish  of,  127,  at  burn- 
ing of  Danbury,  158,  family  of,  159. 

Hoyt,  Nathaniel"! .-on  of  al.ove),  159. 

Hoyt,  Comfort,  fiiuilv  of,  ir,:i. 

Hoyt,  General  Kp;L|>lira^  (historian),  159. 

Hudson,  Henry,  (note)  555. 

Hudson  River."  description  of,  438. 

Hughes,  Archbishop,  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral,  759. 

Hull,  Commodore  Jo.«eph,  wife  oi;  619. 

Hull,  Commodore  Isaac,  capture  of  Guerriere,  615, 
portrait  of,  skill  of,  617,  wife  of,  (note)  619,  620. 

Hull,  General  William,  (governor  of  Michigan),  at 
storming  of  Stony  Point,  224,  225,  590,  591,  592,  593, 
capitulation  of,  600,  criticised,  601,  trial,  conviction, 
and  pardon  of,  602. 

Hull,  Captain  (son  of  abovel,  592. 

Humphreys,  Colonel  Cornelius,  90. 

Humphreys,  Colonel  David,  in  Washington's  hou.sehold, 
.3;J9,  359,  415,  minister  to  Spain.  430. 
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Hunter,  General  Daviil,  wife  of,  602. 

Hunter,  Robert,  450. 

Huntington,  Benjamin,  in  First  Congress,  345. 

Huntington,  General  Jeaediah,  at  trial  of  Andr6, 

foundin}!:  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  273. 
Hutton,  Rev.  Mancius  S.,  720. 


Illinois,  State  of,  admitted  into  the  Union,  680. 

Inilay,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26. 

Tnclenburg,  126. 

Independence,  discussions  about,  83,  84,  declared,  91. 

Indiana,  State  of,  admitted  into  the  Union,  680. 

Indians,  war  of,  on  borders  of  Ohio  and  Virginia,  15, 
threatened  troubles,  37,  Six  Nations,  53,  .savage 
power,  60,  Burgoyne's  estimate  of,  172,  192,  massacre 
at  Wyoming,  205,  Sullivan's  expedition  among,  217, 
218,  fighting,  249,  in  Ohio,  363,  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  363,  treaty  with,  414,  treaty  with  Iroquois, 
512,  Western  war  of,  585,  hostility  of,  593,  atrocities 
of,  622,639. 

Ingersoll,  Jared  (stamp-master),  314,  612. 

IiigersoU,  Jared  (son  of  above),  in  Convention,  314, 
612. 

Inglis,  Rev.  Charles,  threatened  in  the  pulpit,  85. 

lugraham,  Nathaniel  Gibbs,  wife,  368. 

Ingraham,  Judge  Daniel  P.,  mother  of,  368. 

Insurance  companies  of  1880,  735. 

Intellectual  influence  of  the  clergy,  83. 

Intelligencer,  Christian,  founding  of,  739. 

Ireilell,  Judge  (of  North  Carolina),  341,  arrival  in  New 
York,  371,  residence  of,  dines  with  President  Wash- 
ington, 372,  wife  and  daughter  of,  373.  375. 

Iredell,  James  (son  of  above),  371. 

Ireland,  John,  571. 

Ireland,  William  H.,  member  of  common  council,  702. 

Iroquois,  or  Six  Nations,  15,  16,  53,  promising  assist- 
ance to  England,  69,  treaty  with,  512. 

Irving,  Dr.  Peter  (editor),  478,  530,  722. 

Irving,  Washington  (author),  writings  of,  478,  526,  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  527,  Salmagundi  appears,  528, 
Knickerbocker's  History  of  New  York,  .529,  genius  of, 
530,  member  Hist.  Soc,  554,  aid  of,  650,  return  from 
abroad,  721,  dinner  given  to,  722,  return  from  Spain, 
welcome  to,  750,  president  of  board  of  Astor  Library 
trustees,  755. 

Irving,  William,  wife  of,  530. 

Isabella,  Queen  of  Spain,  5-55. 

Ivers,  Thomas,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25. 

Ives,  Professor  Eli,  Yale  College,  222. 

Ives,  Dr.  Levi,  in  the  fight  when  the  British  attacked 
New  Haven,  222. 

Izard,  Ralph,  in  Paris,  194,  wife  of,  207,  escorting 
Washington  to  Federal  Hall,  336,  dining  with  the 
President,  343,  Senator  in  the  First  Congress,  346, 
348,  portrait  of  wife  of,  353. 

Izard,  George  (son  of  above),  major  general,  642,  sent 
to  relief  of,  652,653. 


J.\CKS0N,  Andrew,  39,  639,  651,  6.54,  658,  victory  of  New 
Orleans,  659,  693,  elected  President,  711,  re-elected, 
722. 

Jackson,  Mayor  William  (private  secretary  to  President 
Washington),  1789,  348,  359,  380. 

Jackson,  Michael,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32. 

Jaffray,  Edward  S..  765. 

Janeway,  George,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26, 574. 

Janeway  estate,  567. 

Jarvis,  John  Wesley  (artist),  622,  640. 

Jarvis,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Farmer,  clergyman  and  scholar, 
562,  619. 

Jay,  Frederick,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26. 

Jay  family,  (note)  164,  (note)  401,  402. 

Jay,  Pierre,  family  of,  164. 


Jay,  Augustus  (son  of  above),  portrait  of,  164. 

Jay,  Peter  (son  of  Augustus),  wife  of,  164. 

Jay,  John,  statesman  and  jurist,  delcigate  to  second 
Continental  Congress,  19,  member  of  Committee  of  One 
Hundred,  25,  27,  32,  59,  member  of  secret  congress- 
ional committee,  70,  member  of  committee  on  con- 
spiracy, 74,  79,  83,  in  New  York  Congre.-is,  84,  advice 
of,  100,  framing  State  constitution,  161,  162,  chief- 
justice,  163,  ancestry  of,  164,  174,  portrait  of,  175, 
opening  Supreme  Court,  176,  wife  of,  177,  186,  191, 
196,  206,  president  of  Congress,  217,  226,  ambassador 
to  Siiain,  229,  pencr  r,,t,,„ii  -i-nrr  at  Paris,  260,  261, 
262,  signing  trcMf>  J  '  1  \  > -iilence  near  Paris, 
205,  autograph  III,  J  i      _     itiiiitive  treaty,  267, 

character  of,  and  .m  i  \  m,  ,  m  In  is,  268,  280,  Chancel- 
lor of  Univer.sity ,  2s:j,  2M,  returns  from  Europe,  287, 
letter  from  David  Hartley,  288,  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  289,  prepares  instructions  for  Adams  in  Eng- 
land, 291,  meeting  offers  of  Spain,  291,  writing  to 
Jefferson,  293,  dines  John  Quincy  Adams,  294, 
298,  mother  of,  299,  social  entertainments  and  man- 
ners of,  302,  quelling  Doctors'  Mob,  307,  the  Fed- 
eralist, 319,  receiving  Washington,  333,  \\'ashing- 
ton's  inauguration,  336,  337,  339,  chief-justice  of 
United  States,  .340,  social  duties,  341,  342,  dining  with 
President  Washington,  343,  347,  352,  366,  367,  378. 
384,  discretion  of,  385.  public  dinner  to,  386,  family 
arms,  387,  assailed,  397,  398.  minister  to  England, 
399,  Bedford  House,  400,  family  of,  401,  picture  of 
library,  402,  Jay  treaty,  411,  412,  413,  his  opinion  of 
treaty,  414,  effects  of  treaty,  415,  efforts  to  abolish 
slavery,  419,  435,  residence  while  governor,  441 ,  re- 
elected governor,  450,  451,  455,  reply  to  Hamilton, 
463,  declines  reappointment  to  the  chief-justiceship, 
466,  468,  480,  515. 

Jay,  Mrs.  John  (Sarah  Livingston),  portrait  of,  177, 
at  Kingston,  188,  in  Spain,  2*5.  236,  in  Paris,  265. 
brother  of,  271,  drawing-rooms  of,  302,  receiving 
guests,  303,  304.  341,  receiving  Mrs.  Washington  at 
Liberty  Hall,  342,  346,  354,  home  of.  400,  family 
note,  401, 402,  403,  442. 

Jay,  Sir  James  (brother  of  chief-justice),  271 

Jay,  Peter  Augustus  (lawyer  and  scholar),  ancestry  of, 
164,  174,  .399,  family  of,  401,  402,  515,  673,  674,  re- 
corder of  city  in  1819,  707,  residence  of,  7i0.  768. 

Jay,  Judge  William  (philanthropist  and  author),  ances- 
try of,  164,  home  of,  400.  family  of,  401,  402,  wife  of, 
520,  674. 

Jay,  Hon.  John,  statesman  and  scholar  (son  of  Judge 
William),  267,  Bedford  House,  home  of,  400,  family 
of,  401,  402,  468,  gift  of,  716,  779. 

Jav,  Dr  John  Clarkson,  family  of,  401,  402. 

Jay,  Colonel  William,  family  of,  401,  402. 

Jeffer.son,  Thomas,  sentiments  of,  59,  peace  commis- 
sioner, 260,  minister  to  France,  291,  365,  description 
of,  366,  opposition  to  Hamilton,  367,  373,  as  peace- 
maker, 374,  375,  376,  opposition  to  banks,  380,  384, 
386,  388,  suspected  of  Jacobinism,  393,  struggle  with 
Hamilton,  395,  414,  432,  452,  455,  463,  470,  elected 
President,  473,  dislike  of  Burr,  478,  479,  religious 
views  of,  480,  fondness  for  horses,  481,  540,  recom- 
mends Embargo,  541,  543,  uneasiness  of,  548,  551, 700, 
death  of,  710. 

Jenkins,  Elisha,  canal  appraiser,- 677. 

Jenkins,  Robert,  mayor  of  Hud.«on,  439. 

Jenkins,  Seth,  founding  of  Hudson,  438,  mayor  of 
Hudson,  4.39. 

Jenkins,  Thomas,  founding  the  city  of  Hudson,  438, 
4.39,  Presidential  elector  in  1800,  464.  C55. 

Jessop,  Morris  K.,  philanthropist.  765. 

Jewett,  Joseph,  Lvme,  Conn.,  112.   » 

Jones,  David  S.,  450,  469,  477,  478. 

Jones,  James,  452,  453 

Jones,  Commodore  Jacob,  victory  at  sea,  619. 

Jones,. lames  .1.,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 

Jones,  Dr.  John  (Philadelphia),  305. 

Jones,  Samuel,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26,  32,  48,  described,  299,  384,  library  trustee,  418, 
450. 

Jones,  Mrs.  Judge  Samuel,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park 
Theater,  685. 

Jones,  Thomas,  Regent  of  University,  284,  305. 

Jones,  Judsre  Thomas  (historian),  sister  of,  115,  134, 
captured ,'243,  remarks  of,  272.  276,  wife  of,  298. 

Jones,  Thomas,  "  the  fighting  Quaker,"  131. 
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Jones,  Humphrey  (son  of  above),  letter  of,  131. 

Jones,  William,  daughter  of,  20. 

Johnson,  David,  meiuber  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  death  of,  15. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  marriage  of,  16,  capitulation  of,  60, 
61,  at  large,  73,  74,  with  hostile  army  from  Canada, 
168,  battle  of  Oriskany,  169,  170,  influencing  Indians, 
217,  249,  relationship  of  wife  to  the  Schuylers,  299. 

Johnson,  Colonel  Guy,  agent  of  Indian  affairs,  16,  37. 

Johnson,  Hall,  60,  74. 

Johnson,  John  Taylor,  philanthropist  and  scholar, 
765. 

Johnson,  Lieutenant  Robert,  655,  657. 

Johnson,  Rev.  Stephen,  trustee  of  Yale  College  in  1777, 
177. 

Johnson,  William  Samuel  (statesman  and  scholar),  pres- 
ident of  Colutnbia  College,  283,  befriending  Loyalists, 
295,  daughter  of,  30Q,  in  Convention,  313,  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  Constitution,  317, 346,  468,  554,  gift  of. 
716 

Johnson,  William,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517, 
555. 

Johnston,  Janii's  I'.oiiriiian,  TT'-I. 

Johnston,. lohii,  i.  -i<lrii. c  ,,t.  720. 

Johnston,  Jud.;<'  Siuiuii  1,  WZ. 

Johnston,  PUiUp  l»uu  uf  above),  112. 

Johnston,  Samuel  (N.  C),  Senator  in  First  Congress, 
346,  371. 

Johnstone,  Governor,  commissioner  from  England,  201. 

Joinville,  Prince  de,  visits  New  York,  771. 

Journalism  in  New  York,  foundation  of,  285,  286,  287, 
375,  452,  458,  478,  479,  newspapers  iu  1807,  525,  627, 
528,  529,  640,  706,  707,  738,  739,  740. 

Journal  of  Commerce,  founded,  738,  739. 

Journey,  John,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32. 


Kalb,  Baron  de,  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  171,  near  West 
Point,  219,  killed  at  Camden,  244. 

Kalopathakes,  Michael  Diogenes  (Greek),  764. 

Kane,  De  L«ancey,  754. 

Kane,  De  Lancey  A.,  754. 

Kane,  Dr.  Elisha  Kent,  771. 

Kean,  Edmund  (actor),  558,  683. 

Kean,  Colonel  John,  448. 

Kean,  Mrs.  Colonel  John,  purchasing  Liberty  Hall,  448. 

Kearny,  Stephen  Watts  (general),  609,  in  California, 
751. 

Kearny,  General  Philip,  entering  city  of  Mexico,  751. 

Kearny,  John,  767. 

Kelly,  Hon.  William,  547. 

Kemble.  Gouverneur,  469,  687. 

Kemp,  John  (mathematician),  514. 

Kennedy,  Captain  Archibald,  66. 

Kennedy,  Robert  Lenox,  779. 

Kennedy  mansion.  No.  1  Broadway, 66,  96. 

Kent,  Moss,  surrogate  of  Rensselaer  County,  299. 

Kent,  Chancellor  .lames,  LL.  D  ,  jurist  (son  of  above), 
character  of,  299.  468,  491,  president  of  Historical 
Society,  515.  519,  585,  675,  714,  first  president  of  Law 
Institute,  717,  presiding  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 

Kent,  Charles,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 

Kent,  Duke  of,  447,  661. 

Kent,  Judge  William,  427. 

Kern,  Dominie  Johan  Michael,  563. 

Kernoehan,  Joseph,  president  of  Fulton  Bank,  782. 

Kernochan,  James  P.  (son  of  above),  782. 

Ketchum,  Lieutenant,  628. 

Ketteltas,  Garret,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Ketteltiis,  Peter,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
282,  library  trustee,  418. 

Key,  Krancis  Scott,  author  of  "  Star  Spangled  Banner," 
651. 

Key,  General,  French  consul,  494. 
King,  Elisha  W.,  575,  624,  on  Canal  Celebration  Com- 
mittee, 697,  702. 
King,  James,  Chancellor  of  University,  283. 
King,  Rufus  (statesman),  marriage  of,  294,  description 
of,  .303,  in  convention,  313,  317,  senator  in  First  Con- 
gress, 346, 352.wife  of,  354,  367,  384, 385, 397,  re-elected 


to  Congress,  406,  411,  family  note,  429,  515,  548,  649, 
sous  of,  650,  676,  687,  minister  to  England,  505,  again 
minister  to  England,  694,  descendants,  735 

King,  John  Alsop,  statesman  (son  of  .above),  429,  650, 
at  Irving  dinner,  722,  daughter  of,  735,  769. 

King,  Charles,  LL.  D.,  journalist  and  scholar  (son  of 
Rufus),  429,  president  Columbia  College,  705,  706, 
722,  726,  735,  740. 

King,  James  Gore,  banker  and  merchant  (son  of  Ru- 
fus), 429,  member  of  Congress,  650,  722,  726,  732,. 
influence  in  England,  733,  portrait  of,  734,  family 
note,  735,  trustee  of  Astor  Library,  755. 

King,  James  Gore,  Jr.,  735. 

King,  Archibald  Gracie,  735. 

King,  Edward,  735. 

Kingsland,  Colonel  WilUam,  grandson  of  Isaac  Kings- 
land,  wife  of,  426. 

Kingston,  burning  of,  187, 188,  suffering  of  inhabitants, 
190. 

Kinzie,  John,  first  white  settler  of  Chicago,  602. 

Kip,  William  Ingraham,  D.  D.  (Episcopal  Bishop  of 
California),  751,  782. 

Kip,  James,  426. 

Kip,  Samuel  (alderman),  574. 

Kip's  Bay,  123,  British  landing  at,  125,  130. 

Kip's  Mansion,  123,  522. 

Kissam,  John  (ancestor  of  the  family),  32,  family  of, 
note 

Kissam,  Benjamin,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
31,  family  of,  32. 

Kissam,  Dr.  Benjamin  (son  of  above),  family  of,  32, 
304,  305. 

Kissam,  Dr.  Kiehard  (brother  of  Dr.  Benjamin),  32. 

Kissam,  Dr.  Siuiiuel  (brother  of  Dr.  Benjamin),  32. 

Kissam,  Judge  Daniel,  32. 

Knickerbocker  family,  785. 

Knickerbocker,  origin  of  term,  530,  785. 

Knickerbocker,  The,  740. 

Knickerbocker  Club,  779. 

Knight,  Dr.  James,  765. 

Knowlton,  Colonel  Thomas,  44,  45,  128,  at  battle  of 
Harlem  Heights,  129,  death  of,  130,  sketch  of,  132. 

Knowlton,  William,  132. 

Knox,  Rev.  Dr.  Hugh,  82. 

Knox,  General  Henry,  95,  character  of,  103,  artillery  in 
peril,  125,  126,  131,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  wife  at 
Valley  Forge,  196,  200,  dining  \Vashington  and  suite, 
218,  at  trial  of  AndrtS,  248,  originator  of  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati,  273,  in  command  of  New  York  City, 
274,  description  of,  277,  dines  John  Quincy  Adams, 
294,  entertainments  of,  302,  receiving  Washington, 
333-.3.36,  Secretary  of  War,  338.  341,  348,  352,  359, 
363,  366,  367,  373,  378. 

Knyphausen,  Baron  Von,  142,  before  Fort  Washington,, 
14.3,  at  battle  of  Brandywine,  177,  178,  in  command 
of  New  York,  227,  232,  expedition  into  New  Jersev, 
238,  burning  Connecticut  Farms,  239,  241. 

Kollock,  Shepherd,  287. 

Kortwright,  Cornelius  (merchanti,  wife  of,  687. 

Kortwright,  Lawrence  (son  of  above),  687. 

Kortwright,  Nicholas,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 
367,  687. 

Kosciuszko,  Tadeusz  (Polish  nobleman),  constructing 
fortifications  at  Saratoga,  179,  448. 

Kossuth,  Louis,  visits  New  York,  771. 

Krout  Club,  513. 

Kuvpers,  Rev.  Gerardus  A.  H.,  468. 

Kunze,  Rev.  Dr.  .lohn  C,  345,  514,  563. 


Lafayette,  MARiiUis  de,  40,  arrives  in  Philadelphia,  174, 
at  battle  of  Brandywine,  178,  guarding  Philadelphia, 
201,  at  Monmouth,  202,  sent  to  Rhode  Island,  204, 
illness  of,  215,  affability,  216,  returns  from  France, 
237,  at  Hartford,  244,  remarks  to  Arnold,  245,  trial  of 
Andre,  248, 250,  portrait  of,  254,  2.'.5.  in  Paris,  263, 
in  New  York,  287,  entertains  Moriis  in  Paris,  330, 
369,  451,  512,  visits  the  Uuite.l  States,  OVtl.  693,  lays 
corner-stone  of  Bunker  llill  Mouuuieut,  094,  returns 
to  France,  695. 

Lafayette,  Madame  de,  392. 
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Lafayette,  George  Washington  (son  of  above),  693. 

Laidlie,  Rev.  Dr.,  37. 

Laight,  William,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  282,  in 
Federal  procession,  326,  367,  member  of  Tontine  As- 
sociation, 383. 

Laight,  William  (son  of  above),  wife  of,  523. 

Lamb,  General  John,  21,  member  of  Committee  of  One 
Hundred,  26,  47,  wounded  at  Quebec.  54.  in  Legisla- 
ture, 279,  residence  of,  308,  opposes  the  Constitution, 
319,  .320,  picture  of  hou.se,  350. 

Landon,  Jonathan,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31. 

Lang,  John,  portrait  in  Interior  Parli  Theater,  686. 

Langdon,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  (President  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege), 42. 

Langdon,  Governor  John,  statesman,  in  Convention, 
312,  dining  with  President  Washington,  343,  Senator 
in  Congress,  346. 

Langdon,  Walter,  children  of,  754. 

Langdon,  Walter  (son  of  Walter),  wife  of,  754. 

Langdon,  Eugene,  wife  of,  754. 

Lanier,  J.  F.  D.,  773. 

Lansing,  Gerrit  Y.,  Chancellor  of  University,  283. 

Lansing,  John,  jurist  of  State,  475. 

Lasher,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26,  90. 

Laurens,  Henry  (statesman),  imprisoned  in  the  Tower, 
251,  liberated,  258,  peace  commissioner,  260,  in  Paris, 
263,  sustains  Jay,  264,  267. 

Laurens,  John  (son  of  above),  202,  sent  to  Count 
D'Estaing,  204,  sent  to  negotiate  a  loan  from  France, 
261,  return  of,  255,  at  Yorktown,  257,  custodian  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  258. 

Law  Institute,  organization  of,  in  1828,  717. 

Lawrence,  Abraham  K.,  779. 

Lawrence,  Augustus  H.,  574, 


Lawrence,   Cornelius  W. 
quellinpriot,  725,  732. 


mayor,  723,   family  of,  724, 


,  daughter  of,  724. 
I'  ,  President  of  bank,  520,  wife  of,  569. 
tiiin  James,  victory  of,  623,  portrait,  624, 
of  the  Chesapeake,  625,  death  of,  626. 

Lawrence,  John  (judge  advocate),  at  trial  of  Andr^, 
248,  300,  in  Federal  procession,  326,  in  First  Congress, 
346. 

Lawrence,  John,  Regent  of  University,  284. 

Lawrence,  John  L.,  469,  president  of  Croton  Water 
Board,  730. 

Lawrence,  John  W.,  president  Seventh  Ward  Bank, 
wife  of,  724. 

Lawrence,  Richard,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  32. 

Lawrence,  William,  wife  of,  724. 

Lawrence,  William  Beach  (author),  522,  706,  722. 

Leake,  Robert  (British  officer,  settled  in  New  York), 
712. 

Leake,  John  George,  lawyer  (son  of  above),  death  of, 
711,  will  of,  712. 

Leake,  Robert  William  (brother  of  John),  wife  of,  712. 

£,eake  and  Watts  Orphan  Home,  corner-stone  laid, 
712. 

Lear,  Tobias,  secretary  of  Washington,  348,  359,  373, 
378. 

Learned,  Ebenezer,  at  battle  of  Saratoga,  184. 

Leavitt,  David,  president  of  American  Exchange  Bank, 
735. 

Leavitt,  Rev.  Joshua  (editor),  740. 

Ledyard,  Colonel,  murder  of,  256. 

I.edyard,  Isaac,  Presidential  elector,  464,  485. 

Lee,  Arthur,  signs  treaty  with  France,  194,  367. 

Lee,  General  Charles,  45,  46,  character  of,  61,  com- 
manding in  New  Y'^ork,  62,  aspirations  of,  63,  64,  pre- 
dictions of,  65,  in  Charlestown,  98,  abusing  Congress, 
138,  139,  strange  conduct  of,  145, 147,  captured,  148, 
156,  treason  of,  166,  at  Monmouth,  202,  traitorous, 
203. 

Lee,  Ezra  (of  old  Lyme),  experiment  of,  99,  wife  of, 
160. 

Lee,  Governor  Henry,  82,  in  Congress,  311,  546. 

Lee,  Major  Henry  (Light  Horse  Harry),  211,  at  Paulus 
Hook,  226,  227,  at  battle  of  Springfield,  241,  244, 
dragoons  of,  252. 

Xee,  Richard  Henry,  of  Committee  on  Ceremonials,  204, 
president  of  Congress,  293,  entertainments  of,  2;>4, 


escorting  Washington,  336,  Senator  in  First  Congress, 

346. 
Lee,  Fort,  138,  142,  143,  abandoned,  144. 
Leiferts,  Jacobus,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26. 
Lefferts,  John  L.,  509. 
Leflferts,  Marshall,  766. 
Leggett,  Thomas,  728. 
Leggett,  Samuel,  organized  first  gas  company  in  New 

York,  728. 
Leggett,   William  (politician  and  editor),  723,   wife  of, 

728. 
Leggett,  William  (son  of  Samuel),  family  of,  728. 
Leggett,  Sarah  H.,  philanthropist,  728. 
Leitch,  Major,  killed  at  battle  of  Harlem  Heights,  130. 
L'Enfant,  Major,  196,  French  engineer,  arranged  great 

Federal  procession,  321. 
Lenox,  Robert,  writing  Judge  Iredell,  375.  alderman, 

574,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  685,  781. 
Lenox,   James,  763,   founding   Presbyterian  Hospital, 

765,  founding  Lenox  Library,  780,  781. 
Lenox  Library,  780,  781. 
Leonard,  William,  captain  of  volunteers,  90. 
Le   Roy,  Herman,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 

Le  Roy,  Herman,  Jr.,  686, 712. 

Le  Roy,  Jacob  (alderman),  574. 

Le  Roy,  Jacob  H.,  685. 

Le  Roy,  William,  686. 

Leslie,  General  (British),  129,  130, 131,  133,  153. 

Lewis,  Francis,  signer  of  Declaration  of  Independence, 
in  second  Continental  Congress,  19,  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  One  Hundred,  25,  member  of  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  282. 

Lewis,  John,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  367. 

Lewis,  Governor  Morgan,  soldier  and  jurist,  82,  at  battle 
of  Saratoga,  186,  marriage  of,  235,  Chancellor  of  the 
University,  283,  284,  299,  officer  of  great  Federal 
procession,  322,  conducting  Washington,  334,  336, 
359,  attorney-general,  383,  judge,  389,  daughter  of, 
442,  chief  justice  of  the  State,  475,  governor,  490, 
president  of  Historical  Society,  515,  544,  retires  to 
country-seat,  545,  585,  595,  649,  719. 

Lexington,  battle  of,  21. 

L'Hommedieu,  Ezra,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  32,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Liancourt,  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  448. 

"Liberty  Hall,"  home  of  Governor  Livingston,  in  dan- 
ger, 158,  expedition  against,  218,  alarm  of  inmates, 
240,  304,  Mrs.  Washington  at,  342. 

Libraries.  —  New  York  Society,  417,  description  of,  418, 
neighborhood  of,  419,  Mercantile,  founding  of,  704, 
sketch  of,  705,  New  York  Athenaeum,  founding  of, 
705,  merged  in  New  York  Society,  706,  Columbia  Col- 
lege, 716,  New  York  Hospital,  716,  New  York  Histor- 
ical Society,  508,554,  555,  716.  Apprentices',  716,  717, 
Law  Institute,  717,  American  Institute,  717,  Episcopal 
Theological  Seminary,  718,  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary, 720,  Astor,  753,  755,  Lenox,  780, 781,  Cooper  In- 
stitute, 782,  783,  Mott  Memorial,  783,  Genealogical 
Society,  783,  Geographical  Society,  783,  City,  783. 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  President  of  the  United  States,  772, 
773,  assassination  of,  778. 

Lincoln,  General  Benjamin,  commanding  on  the  Hud- 
son, 158,  at  battle  of  Saratoga,  184,  in  command  of 
Southern  army,  215,  captured,  237,  at  Yorktown, 
256,  receives  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  257. 

Lind,  Jenny,  musical  artist,  771. 

Lindsay,  George,  468. 

Linn,  Rev.  Dr.  William,  354,  director  in  first  Missionary 
Society,  467,  468,  founding  Historical  Society,  505. 

Lispenard,  Anthony,  Presidential  elector,  1800,  464. 

Lispenard,  Leonard ,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
31,  46,  Regent  of  the  Universitv,  284,  569. 

Litchfield,  Colonel  John,  wife  of,  285. 

Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  foundation  of,  678. 

Littell,  Captain,  gallantry  of,  155. 

Little,  Sir  Archibald,  767. 

Livermore,  Samuel,  in  First  Congress,  346. 

Livingston,  Philip,  in  Legislature,  17,  delegate  to 
second  Continental  Congress,  19,  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  One  Hundred,  25,  of  Committee  on  Conspir- 
acy, 74,  in  Congress,  80,  daughter  of,  183,  residence 
of,  188. 
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Livingston,  Robert  (first  Lord  of  the  Manor),  52,  nephew 
of,  547. 

Liviugston,  Robert  (son  of  above),  52. 

Liviugstou,  Robert  R.  (sou  of  above),  judge,  52,  death 
of,  67,  wife  of,  189. 

Livingston,  Chaneellor  Robert  R.,  statesman  (son  of 
above),  in  second  Coritiuental  Congress,  19,  32,  in 
Congress,  83,  84,  in  Convention,  138,  State  constitu- 
tion, 161,  Chancellor,  162,  mother  of,  189,  wife  of, 
235,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  251,  260,  262,  letters 
from  commissioners  at  Paris,  264,  retires  from  secre- 
taryship, 288,  family  of,  303,309,  in  State  convention 
for  adopting  Constitution,  320,  committee  to  receive 
Washington, 333, 336, admiuisters  oath, 337,  house  of, 
in  Broadway,  338,  dining  with  President,  341,365, 
366,370,  portrait  of,  371,  opposed  to  Schuyler,  383, 
384,  library  trustee,  418,  428,  defeated  by  Jay,  450, 
463,  464,  468,  minister  to  France,  474,  482,  diplomacy 
of,487,512,  526,  532,536. 

Livingston,  Robert  (third  Lord  of  Livingston  manor), 
215,  daughter  of,  278,  family  note,  441. 

Liviugston,  Walter  (son  of  above),  member  of  New  York 
Provincial  Congress,  31,  judge,  163,  wife  of,  215,  wife 
invited  to  dine  with  Washington,  227,  228,  Regent  of 
the  University,  284,  nominates  chaplain  of  Congress, 
289,  elected  commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  291,  396, 
441,  585 

Livingston,  Henry  Walter  (of  Livingston  manor,  son  of 
Walter),  wife  of,  296,  secretary  of  legation  at  Paris, 
391,  bearer  of  communication  to  Washington,  mar- 
riage and  residence  of,  396. 

Liviugston,  Colonel  John  (great-grandson  of  second 
Lord  of  the  Manor),  384,  marriage  of,  441. 

Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brugh,  member  of  Committee 
of  One  Hundred,  25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  daughter  of,  88,  treasurer  of  New  York 
Congress,  89,  daughter  married  Couite  de  Mosley,  302, 
wife  of,  343,  daugbter  married  Count  Niemcewicz,  448. 

Livingston,  William,  statesman  and  author  (governor 
of  New  Jersey),  59,  71,  governor,  80,  residence  of,  81, 
wife  and  family  of,  82,  102,  106,  letter  of,  107,  145, 
counseling  with  Washington,  145,  family  at  Basken- 
ridge,  156,  conflicting  duties,  157,  Liberty  Hall 
threatened,  158,  daughter  of,  174,  pen  of,  175,  provid- 
ing for  the  soldiers,  180,  daughters  of,  196,  with  legis- 
lature at  Trenton,  201,  granddaughter  of,  208,  es- 
capes capture,  218,  at  Morristown,  236,  daughters  of, 
246,  opinion  of  the  treaty,  268,  271,  276,  304,  in  the 
Convention,  312,  founding  New  York  Society  Libraxy, 
418,  424,  daughter's  marriage,  441. 

Livingston,  Mrs.  William  (wife  of  governor),  34,  at  Lord 
Stirling's,  157,  218. 

Livingston,  Susan  (daughter  of  Governor  William), 
planted  tree,  81,  saved  her  father's  papers,  218,  mar- 
riage and  residence  of,  304,  death  of,  369,  383. 

Livingston,  Kitty  (sister  of  above),  81,  218,  writes  Mrs. 
Jay,  235,  receiving  information  from  daughter  of 
John  Morin  Scott,  285,  marriage  of,  304,  second  mar- 
riage, 441. 

Livingston,  Brockholst,  judge  (son  of  Governor  Wil- 
liam\  aid  to  Schuyler,  167,  sails  for  Spain,  229,  re- 
leased on  parole,  271,  character  of,  as  a  lawyer,  299, 
oration,  369,  414,  library  trustee,  418,  452,  461,  475, 
479,  second  vice-president  Historical  Society,  505, 
scholarship  of,  507,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517, 
520,  585. 

Livingston,  Edward  (jurist  and  statesman),  at  school, 
188,  mother  of,  189,  beginning  the  practice  of  law,  299, 
420,  422,  452,  453,  471,  mayor,  475,  legal  reports  of, 
476,  description  and  residence  of,  477,  mayor,  484, 
laying  corner-stone  of  City  Hall,  486,  courage  and 
sickness  of,  487,  in  New  Orleans.  654,  in  Congress, 
711,  719,  Secretary  of  State,  722,  minister  to  France, 
723,  Livingston  code,  724. 

Livingston,  GiUjert,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  46,  in  New  York  convention  which 
adopted  Constitution,  321,  Presidential  elector  in  1800, 
464. 

Livingston,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Henry,  37,  residence  of,  18S, 
returned  to  city  after  Revolution,  276,  Regent  of  the 
University,  284,  442,  vice-president  first  Missionary 
Society,  467,  468,  563. 

Livingston,  Colonel  James,  54. 

Livingston,  Schuyler,  wife  of,  297. 

Livingston,  Lewis,  55. 


Livingston,  Lewis  H.,  384. 

Livingston,   Dr.   Henry,   daughter    married  Gerardus 

Duyckiuck,  308. 
Livingston,   Robert  Cambridge,  vestryman  of  Trinity 

Church,  367. 
Livingston,  Edward  P.  (lieut.-gov.),  grandson  of  Philip, 

signer  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  469. 
Livingston,  James,  wife  of,  547. 
Livingston,  Robert  James  (sou  of  above),  birth,  wife  of, 

sons  of,  547. 
Livingston,   Maturin,  442,  removed,  543,  residence  of, 

547. 
Livingston,    Maturin    (son   of  above),  twin  daughter, 

Bessie,  married  George  Frederick  Cavendish  Bentinck. 
Livingston,  Peter  R.  (brother  of  Maturin),  wife  and 

residence  of,  547,  oppo.ses  canal,  675,  716. 
Livingston,  Henry  Beekman,  residence  and  wife  of,  546. 
Livingston,  John  R.  (brother  of  the  Chancellor),  545, 

residence  of,  546. 
Livingston,  John  W.,  611.^ 

Livingston,  Swift,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  685. 
Livingston, Thomas  F.,686. 

Livingston  manor,  William  Smith  confined  at,  206. 
Livingston,  Robert  Gilbert,  daughter  married  Samuel 

Hake.  808. 
Lloyd,  Commodore  (British  naval  commander),  656. 
Lloyd's  Neck,  384. 

Lockwood,  Rev.  Samuel,  trustee  of  Yale  College,  17ti. 
Longworth  (publisher),  527. 
Long  Island,  battle  of,  106-111. 
Loomis,  C.  B.,  773. 

Lord,  Daniel,  trustee  of  Astor  Library,  755. 
Lorillard  family,  782. 
Lorillard,  Peter,  782. 
Lorillard,  Jacob,  782. 
Lett,  Abraham,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 

25,  captain  of  volunteers,  90. 
Loudon,  Samuel  (editor),  286,   in   Federal  procession. 

325. 
Louisiana,  purchase  of,  487. 
Louis  XVI.,  40,  favors  United  States,  174. 
Louis  Philippe  (of  France),  entertained  by  Van  Zandt. 

34,  traveling  in  America,  447. 
Love  Lane,  now  Twenty-first  Street,  479. 
Lovett,  James,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton,  690. 
Lovett,  Major  John,  593,  5!l8,  599,  hearing  destroyed. 

608,  610,  611. 
Low,  l.<aae,  chairman  of  conmiittee  of  Sixty,  21,  issuing 

call  for  meeting,  22,  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 

25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  31. 
Low,  Cornelius,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 

25. 
Low,  Cornelius,  722. 
Low,  Abiel  A..  773. 
Loyalists  embarking  for  Nova  Scotia,  272,  distress  of, 

273,  law  concerning,  281,  struggles  to  obtain  compen- 
sation for  losses  after  the  Revolution,  295,  297,  funds, 

298. 
Ludington,  William,  ancestor  of  family,  one  of  the  fir.-^t 

settlers  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  212. 
Ludington,  William,  212. 
Ludington,  Colonel  Henry  (son  of  above),  hastening  to 

the  relief  of  Danbury,  159,  daughter  of,  160,  quelling 

disturbances,   163,   entertains    Washington,   and    is 

.saved   from   capture    by   his  daughter,   212,   family 

note,  21:i. 
Ludington.   Lewis   (sou   of  above),   founds   Columbus, 

Wisconsin,  213. 
Ludington,  Sibyl,  exploit  of,  160,  doing  sentinel  duty, 

212,  marries  Hon.  Edward  Ogden,  213 
Ludington,  Rebecca,  doing  .sentinel  duty,  212. 
Ludington,  Harrison  (governor  of  Wisconsin).  213. 
Ludington,  Nelson  (Chicago),  212,  213. 
Ludington,  Charles  J.  (New  York  City).  213. 
Ludington, 'James,  founds  citv  of  Ludington,  Michigan, 

213. 
Ludlow.   Roger,  deputy-governor  of  Mass.,  entertains 

Lion  Gardiner  in  16.35,  634. 
Ludlow,  Willi-am,  of  Hill  Deverell,  Eng.,  446. 
Ludlow,  Gabriel,  married  Sarah  Haumer,  first  Ludlow 

in  New  York,  446. 
Ludlow,  David,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  282. 
Ludlow,  (Jabriel,  married  Elizabeth  Crommelin.  446. 
Ludlow.  Gabriel  (son  of  above),  member  of  Committee  of 

One  Hundred,  25,  married  Ann  Vcrplanck,  .".00,  44ti. 
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Ludlow,  Edward  H.  (son  of  above),  446. 

Ludlow,   Gabriel    VV.,  member  of  Committee  of   One 

Hundred,  25. 
Ludlow,  Stephen  (alderman),  574. 
Ludlow,  Carey,  illustration  of  residence,  445. 
Ludlow  genealogy,  446,  447. 
Ludlow,  William   VV.,  member  of  Committee   of  One 

Hundred,  25. 
Ludlow,  Thomas  W.,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 
Ludlow,  Lieutenant  Augu.stus  C,  621,  death  of,  625. 
Ludlow,  E.  Livingston,  779. 
Ludlow  Arms,  446. 
Lush,  iMajor  Stephen,  608. 
Luzerne,  Chevalier  de  la,   French   Minister,  227,   228, 

236,  reviewing  American  army,  255. 
Lydig,  David  (director  of  Merchants'  Bank),  character 

of  and  residence  of,  709. 
Lydig,  Philip  (son  of  above),  wife  of,  709. 
Lyell,  llev.  Dr.  Thomas,  561,  wife  of,  569. 

M. 

M.\cCre.\,  Jen>'Y,  murdered  by  Indians,  179. 

Macdonough,  Coumiodore  Thomas,  642,  victory  of,  652, 
honors  to,  653. 

Machaness,  J.,  director  in  first  Missionary  Society,  468. 

Maclay,  Rev.  Archibald,  564. 

Maclay,  William,  in  first  Congress,  346. 

Macomb,  Alexander,  purchasing  State  lands,  382. 

Macomb,  Alexander  (sou  of  above),  Major-General  U.  S. 
army,  portrait  of,  594,  Colonel,  595,  627,  Brigadier- 
General,  642,  victory  at  Plattsburg,  652,  honors,  653. 

Macomb,  John  (or  McComb),  wife  of,  469. 

Macomb,  Robert,  611. 

Macready,  Charles  (English  actor),  cause  of  Astor 
Place  Riot,  752,  escape  of,  753. 

Madi.<on,  James,  82,  convention  at  Annapolis,  293,  314, 
logic  of,  317,  writing  the  Federalist,  319,  in  first  (Jou- 
gre.^s,  344,  347,  337,  338,  395,  396,  414,  420,  secretary 
of  St.ite,  474,  485,  543,  548,  elected  President,  551, 
552,  680,  586,  596,  614,  re-elected  President,  623,  re- 
peils  Embargo,  640,  anxieties  of,  661,  676. 

Madison,  INlrs.  (wife  of  above),  480,  485, 596,  saving  State 
papiT.s  and  portrait  of  Washington,  647. 

Ma,|i-on  ,<4uan..  Tot),  758. 

Mai(aw,  iloiieir,  113,  commands  at  Fort  Washington, 
142,  attacked,  143,  surrenders,  144. 

M.ignetic  telegraph,  invention  of,  742,  743,  first  operated 
benveen  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  750. 

.\laiion.  Lord,  supports  Lord  Chatham,  195. 

.Malcolm,  Richard  M.,  609. 

Malcolm,  William,  ofBcer  of  the  Revolution,  90,  mem- 
ber of  Assembly  in  1784,  279. 

Malibran,  at  Park  Theater  in  1825,  at  Bowerv  Theater 
1826,  741. 

Manhattan  Water-Works  in  Reade  Street,  455,  727. 

Mann,  Asa,  member  of  common  council,  702. 

Mann,  Newton,  546. 

Map  of  Minhattan  Island,  68,  286. 

Marbois,  M.  (French  ministei),  2-36. 

Marcy  William  L.  (statesman),  governor  of  New  York, 
723. 

Marie  Antoinette,  presentation  of  Franklin,  194,  195. 

Mariner,  William,  daring  exploit  of,  211. 

Marion,  General  Francis,  vigorous  operations  of,  252. 

Markets  of  New  York,  enlarged  and  improved,  349,  436, 
786. 

Marriner,  Captain,  348. 

Marsh,  Rev.  Freeman,  wife  of,  697. 

Marsh,  Colonel  Joseph,  89. 

Marsh,  Luther  R  ,  765 

Marshiill,  Charles  H.,  773. 

Marshall,  John,  chief-justice  of  United  States,  envoy, 
4.50,  466,  512,  at  trial  of  Burr,  540. 

Marston,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26. 

Marston,  Thomas,  member  of  Conmiittee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
31. 

Martin,  Luther  (Maryland),  in  the  Convention,  314. 

Martin,  Dr.  Samuel,  79. 

Martinez,  Don  Carlos,  marquis  of  Yrujo  (Spanish  min- 
ister), wife  of,  son  of,  430. 

Mason,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  eminent  divine  aud  scholar,  37, 
Regent  of  the  University,  284. 


Mason,  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.,  eminent  divine  and  scholar, 
467,  at  Hamilton's  death-bed,  500,  founding  Histori- 
cal Society,  505,  506,  learning  of,  510,  560. 

Masonic  Hall  in  Broadway,  71U. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  505. 

Mather,  Rev.  Moses,  trustee  of  Yale  College,  176. 

Mathews,  Rev.  Dr.  James  M.,  563,  706,  residence  of, 
710,  714,  718,  first  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  —  daughters  of,  720,  724. 

Matjte  Davits  Fly,  128. 

Matthews,  Charles  (actor),  682,  as  "  Monsieur  Tonson  " 
at  Park  Theater,  in  illustration,  683. 

Matthews,  Mayor  David,  arrest  of,  78,  released  ou  pa- 
role, 79,  commanding  troops  in  New  York  City,  208, 
country-seat  of,  211. 

Matthews,  James  (brother  of  the  mayor),  arrest  of,  78. 

Matthews,  General  Vincent  (son  of  above),  family  of,  78. 

Matthews,  General  (British),  ravages  Virginia,  219. 

Maxwell,  James  Homer,  wife  of,  34. 

Maxwell,  General,  drives  British,  155,  at  Monmouth, 
202,  pursues  British,  219,  defends  Springfield,  239. 

Maxwell,  Hugh,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park  Theater, 
686. 

Maxwell,  iiVilliam,  vice-president  of  Bank  of  New  York, 
326,  686. 

McArthur,  Colonel  Duncan,  591. 

McCarty,  David,  State  canvasser,  384. 

McClellan,  General  George  B.,  39. 

McCloskev,  Cardinal,  dedicating  St.  Patrick's  Cathe- 
dral, 759. 

McClo.^key,  Rev.  John,  Methodist  clergyman,  467. 

McCormick,  Daniel,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
282. 

McCurdy,  Charles  Johnson  (jurist  and  statesman),  39. 

McCurdy,  John  (merchant  and  patriot),  entertained 
Wa.shington,70,  619. 

McCurdy,  Robert  (importing  merchant),  descent  of, 
613,  636,  called  union  meeting,  772,  773,  778. 

McDougall,  General  Alexander,  member  of  Committee 
of  One  Hundred,  25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  47,  preparing  troops  for  service,  89,  age 
of,  104,  in  battle  at  White  Plains,  141,  142,  com- 
manding ou  the  Hudson,  158,  in  Legislature,  279, 
death  of,  287. 

McDowell,  General,  124. 

McEvers,  Charles,  married  Mary  Verplanck,  300. 

McGillivray,  Alexander  (Creek  Indian  chief),  reception 
of,  363,  entertained  by  Tammany  Society,  364. 

McGowau's  Pass,  127. 

McHenry,  James,  Secretary  of  War,  removed,  459. 

McKay,  James,  686. 

McKesson,  John,  clerk  of  Assembly,  285,  standing  as 
a  lawyer,  300,  506,  515. 

McKnight,  Rev.  John,  family  of,  284. 

McKnight,  Rev.  Charles  (son  of  above),  family  of,  284, 
death  of,  285,  director  first  Missionary  Society,  467, 
559. 

JIcKnight,  Dr.  Charles  (son  of  Rev.  Charles),  Regent  of 
University  of  State  of  New  York,  284,  wife  of,  285, 
305. 

McLane,  James  L.  (Baltimore),  wife  of.  (note)  735. 

McLane,  Dr.,  685. 

McLeod,  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander,  560. 

McNeven,  Dr.  William  James,  founding  Literarj'  and 
Philosophical  Society,  678. 

McVickar,  John  (merchant  and  philanthropist),  corpo- 
rator of  public  schools,  517,  519,  520,  wife  of,  523. 

McVickar,  Archibald  (son  of  above),  wife  of,  520. 

McVickar,  John  (son  of  John),  professor  in  Columbia 
College,  469,  wife  of,  520,  706. 

McVickar,  Benjamin  (brother  of  above),  wife  of,  520. 

Mechanics,  General  Society  of,  resolutions  of,  495. 

Mecklenburg,  North  Carolina,  scene  of  political  meet- 
ings, 39. 

Medical  Society,  incorporated,  524,  525. 

Meigs,  Jonathan,  storms  Sag  Harbor,*  161,  exploit  in 
Westchester,  190,  at  storming  of  Stony  Point,  224, 
225. 

Meigs,  Return  Jonathan,  personal  note,  161,  governor, 
591,  Postmaster-General,  651. 

Mercer,  General  Hugh,  flying  camp  of,  91,  113,  116, 
144,  145,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  150,  killed  at  bat- 
tle of  Princeton,  1.54. 

Mercer,  John  Francis  (governor  of  Maryland),  in  the 
Convention,  314. 
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Mercier,  Thomas  R.,  696,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 

Mesier,  Puter,  fifteen  buildings  burned  in  1778,  207, 
alderman,  674,  624,  of  Committee  of  Defense,  646, 
daughter  of,  709 

Methodists,  467.  I 

Michaux,  Fran9oi8  A.  (author),  511,  513. 

Middle  Dutch  Church  in  1783,  276,  419,  466,  563,  final  : 
service  in,  760.  ' 

Mifflin,  General  Thomas,  94,  103,  114,  127,  raising  re- 
inforcements, 145,  146,  164,  in  the  Convention,  314, 
404. 

Milledoler,  Rev.  Dr.  Philip,  559. 

Miller,  Dr.  Edward,  468,  512,  517. 

Miller,  Eleazer,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26. 

Miller,  Colonel  James,  501,  bravery  of,  545. 

Miller,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  director  in  first  Missionary  So- 
ciety, 468,  founding  Historical  Society,  505,  professor 
in  Princeton  College,  510,  corporator  of  public  schools, 
617,  address  of,  554,  559. 

Minthorne,  Mangle,  574,  575. 

Minturn,  Edward,  773 

Minturn,  Benjamin  G.,  corporator  of  public  schools 
517. 

Minturn,  Robert  B.,  763,  765,  772. 

Mirabeau,  French  orator  and  statesman,  addressing 
audience,  369. 

Miralles,  Don  Juan  de,  236. 

Mirror,  New  York,  740,  741. 

Missionary  Society,  first  founded,  467. 

Mississippi,  admission  into  the  Union,  680. 

Missouri,  admission  into  the  Union.  688. 

Mitchill,  Dr.  Samuel  Latham,  362,  470,  founding  Histor- 
ical Society,  606,  editor  of  Medical  Repositorv,  512, 
family  of,  512,  faith  in  steam  navigation,  513,  cor- 
porator of  Public  schools,  518,  51!',  wrote  "  Picture 
of  New  York,''  529,  555,  575,  583,  founding  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Society,  678,  685,  portrait  of,  690, 
canal  celebration,  699. 

Mobile,  Alabama,  threatened,  639,  attacked,  651. 

MoucriefT,  Major,  wife  of,  105,  country-seat  of,  211. 

Money,  paper,  illustration  of  counterfeit,  272,  illustra- 
tion of  issue  in  1790,  367,  648. 

Monmouth,  battle  of,  202,  203. 

Monroe,  James  (President  of  United  States),  at  battle  of 
Trenton,  149,  150,  379,  appointed  Minister  to  France, 
396,  recalled,  480,  popularity  of,  478,  Louisiana  pur- 
chased, 487,  548,  Secretary  of  State,  651,  661.  663, 
elected  President,  673,  wife  of,  680,  prudence  of,  693. 

Montgomery,  General  Richard,  member  of  New  York 
Provincial  Congress,  31,  brigadier,  38,  39,  46,  48,  51, 
description  and  portrait  of.  52,  joins  army,  53,  54, 
killed  at  Quebec,  55,  wife  of,  303. 482,  residence  of,  546. 

Monticello,  365. 

Montpensier,  Duke  de,  449. 

Mooney,  William,  Tammany  Sachem,  362. 

Moore,  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Benjamin,  410,  President  of 
Columbia  College.  469,  483,  500,  vice-president  His- 
torical Society,  505,  scholarship  of,  509,  510,  568. 

Moore,  Clement  Clarke  (son  of  Bishop  Moore),  wife  of, 
410,  469,  741. 

Moore,  John  B.,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 

Moore.  John,  daughter  of,  520. 

Moore,  Nathaniel  F.,  eminent  scholar,  professor  and 
president  of  Columbia  College,  46!>. 

Moore,  Thomas  AV.  Channing,  bring.'?  picture  of  Inte- 
rior of  Park  Theater  into  notice,  686. 

Moot,  The,  members  of.  32. 

Morgan,  General  Daniel,  137,  at  battles  of  Saratoga, 
180-186.  victory  of  the  Cowpens,  253. 

Morgan,  Edwin  Dennison  (governor).  762. 

Morin,  Maria,  mother  of  John  Morin  Scott,  285. 

Morocco,  Emperor  of,  365,  415. 

Morris,  Richard,  32,  chief-justice  of  New  York.  299. 

Morris,  George  P.  (editor  and  poet),  ode  by,  731,  of  New 
York  Mirror,  740,  741. 

Morris,  En.oign  Robert,  killed  at  battle  of  Queenstown, 
609. 

Morris,  Thomas,  of  council  of  appointment,  450. 

Morris,  Colonel  Roger,  joined  King's  forces,  209. 

Morris  (Roger)  house,  127,  128,  130,  council  of  vfar  at, 
139, 143 

Morrisania,  old  residence  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  280, 


Morris,  Lewis  (judge),  son  of,  281. 
Morris,  Lewis  (son  of  above),  signer  of  Declaration  of 
Independence,  in  Congre.«s,   20,  in  Legislature.  279, 
family  of.  281,  Regent  of  University,  284. 
Morris,  James  (son  of  the  signer),  marriage  of,  281. 
Morris,  Staats   Long   (British  general),  brother  of  the 

signer,  281. 
Morris,  Richard  (Chief-Justice  of  New  York),  brother  of 
the  signer,  281,  remarks  of,  318,  in  State  convention 
to  decide  on  Constitution,  820. 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  32, 38, 46,  48,  member  of  committee 
on  conspiracy,  74,  79,  87,  member  of  committee  to 
frame  constitution  of  the  State,  161, 162,  at  Schuyler's 
headquarters,  167,  with  Jay  at  Philadelphia,  174,  at 
Valley  Forge,  196,  committee  on  Ceremonials,  204. 
206,  description  of,  237,  assistant  financier,  251,  house 
of,  280,  brothers  of,  281,  in  the  Convention,  312, 
portrait  of,  817,  drafts  the  Constitution,  318.  in  Paris, 
330,  331,  347,  348,  writing  from  France,  384,  as  min- 
ister, 390,  392,  recalled,  395,  447,  470,  elected  Senator, 
471,  487,  address  of,  495,  president  of  Historical  So- 
ciety, 515,  street  commissioner,  566,  578,  canal 
commissioner,  579,  588. 

Morris,  Robert,  financier,  borrows  money  for  the  army, 
182,  laments  condition  of  the  trbasury,  228.  wife  of, 
235,286,  elected  superintendent  of  finance,  251,  en- 
tertains Washington,  255,  262,  assisted  by  Hamil- 
ton, 298,  in  the  Convention,  312,  -wife  of.  342,  346, 
874,  875,  residence  of,  377,  391. 

Morristown,  American  army  quartered  in,  229,  282,  233, 
scene  of  Hamilton's  courtship,  234,  235,  Lafayette's 
return,  237. 

Morrow,  Jeremiah  (governor  of  Ohio),  694. 

Morse,  Rev.  Jedediah  (geographer),  894,  member  Hist. 
Soc,  554. 

Morse,  S.amuel  Finley  Breese,  inventor  of  telegraphy 
(son  of  above),  706,  742.  portrait  of,  743,  success  of, 
744,  family  note,  745,  death  of,  746. 

Morse,  Sidney  E.  (son  of  Rev.  Jedediah),  founding  New 
York  Observer,  739. 

Morse,  Richard  C.  (brother  of  above),  editor,  739. 

Morss,  John,  vote  of  thanks  to,  689. 

Mortier,  Abraham,  437. 

Morton,  Levi  E.,  773. 

Morton,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26,  home  of,  156,  daughter  of,  442,  445,  trustee  City 
Dispensary,  468. 

Morton,  General  Jacob  (son  of  above),  300,  family  note, 
445,  corporator  of  puJDlic  schools,  517,  650,  621,  624, 
696. 

Morton,  Washington,  courtship  and  marriage  of,  448, 
479. 

Mosloy,  Count  de  Otto  (of  the  French  Legation),  mar- 
ried twice  in  New  York,  802. 

Mott,  Dr.  Valentine,  774. 

Mott,  Jacob,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517,  alder- 
man, 574. 

Mount  Vernon,  Washington  visits,  256,  278. 

Moustier,  Marquis  de,  French  minister,  303,  house  in 
Broadway  illuminated,  838,  gave  a  ball  in  honor  of  the 
President,  342,  343,  taking  leave  of  the  President ,  848. 

Muhlenberg,  Speaker  Frederick  Augustus,  dining  with 
President  Washington,  348,  845,  378.  421,  423. 

Muhlenberg,  Rev.  General,  216. 

Muhlenberg,  General  Peter,  in  first  Congress,  845. 

Muhlenberg,  Rev.  William  A.,  766. 

Mulford,  Judge  John,  417. 

Mulford,  Col.  David.  417. 

Mulford,  David,  wife  of,  41,  417. 

Mulligan.  Hercules,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Munson,  Reuben,  marriage  of,  daughter  of,  270,  alder- 
man, 575. 

Munro,  Rev.  Harry,  wife  of,  401. 

Munro,  Peter  J.,  373,  wife  of,  401,  402. 

Murfree,  Major  Hardy,  at  storming  of  Stony  Point,  224, 
22.5. 

Murray.  John,  Jr.,  514,  515,516,  corpora^tor  of  public 
schools,  517,  526,  prison  commissioner,  736. 

Murray,  William  V.,  minister  at  The  Hague,  430, 
4.59. 

Murray,  Joseph,  books  of.  784. 

Murray,  John,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  282, 
director  first  Missionary  Society,  468. 

Murray,  Robert,  house  of,  123,  wife  of,  126. 
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Murray,  Lindlay,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  mother  of,  126,  member  of  Historical  So- 
ciety, 554. 

Murray  Hill,  27,  army  stores  secreted  in  cellar  of,  89, 
occupied  by  ISritish,  125,  incidents,  126. 


N. 


Nash,  General  Francis,  joins  Washington  in  Phila- 
delphia, 175. 

Nash,  Governor  Abner,  175. 

Nash,  Jacob,  43. 

Nash,  Solomon,  of  artillery,  70,  writes  in  journal,  122, 
retreat  from  New  York  City,  126. 

Nathan,  Benjamin,  773. 

National  Bank,  discu.ssion  of,  380, establishment  of,  673. 

Neilson,  Dr.  John,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
686. 

Nelson,  James,  560 . 

Neville,  General  John,  403. 

Newark,  American  army  in,  145,  British  army  in,  146, 
raid  of  British,  233. 

Newbold,  Mrs.,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  685. 

New  Brunswick,  American  army  in,  146,  British  army 

New  England,  excitement  of,  23,  men  assembling  in 
camp  at  Cambridge,  24,  opposing  war  of  1812,  588, 
threatening  attitude  of,  640,  coasts  ravaged,  647,  dis- 
content throughout,  661. 

New  Haven,  college  affairs,  176, 177,  attacked  by  British, 
221,  348. 

New  Jersey,  character  of,  58,  exposure  of,  80,  Lord 
Howe's  opinion  of,  95,  Washington's  retreat  through, 
144-147,  distress  of  people,  155,  division  of  families, 
157,  ladies  working  for  the  soldiers,  190,  Legislature, 
201,  armies  marching  through,  203,  assault  upon 
Paulus  Hook,  226, 227,  state  exhausted,  238. 

New  London,  burned  by  Biitish,  256. 

New  Orleans,  487,  preparations  for  defense,  654,  salva- 
tion of,  658,  victory,  659. 

Newspapers.  —  The  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mer- 
cury, editor  of,  127,  the  press  in  a  formitive  state, 
285,  newspapers  of  1784,  286,  451,  453,  Commercial 
Advertiser,  Evening  Post,  470,  American  Citizen, 
Morning  Chronicle,  New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  506, 
the  New  York  Gazette,  Mercantile  Advertiser,  Public 
Advertiser,  Republican  Watchword,  Spectator,  Ex- 
press, Herald,  the  People's  Friend,  New  York  Price 
Current,  Weekly  Museum,  the  Weekly  Visitor,  Inde- 
pendent Republican,  the  Weekly  Inspector,  the 
New  York  Spy,  525, 527, 528, 529,  707,  New  York  Sun, 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  New  York  Herald,  Journal  of 
Commerce,  738,  New  York  Tribune,  founded  1841, 
New  York  Express,  founded  1836,  New  York  Times, 
founded  1851,  New  York  World,  founded  1860,  Sun- 
day Courier,  established  1825  (first  Sunday  paper). 
New  York  Observer  (religious  paper),  founded  1820, 
Christian  Intelligencer,  projected  1830,  Evangelist, 
founded    1833,  Independent,    founded    about  1853, 

New  Utrecht,  visited  by  President  Washington,  372. 

New  Year's  day,  56,  354,  3-55. 

New  York,  City  of,  character  of,  15,  courted  by  Eng- 
land, 17,  18,  misunderstood,  18,  independent  "action 
of,  19,  interests  at  stake,  20,  excitement  of,  21,  ruling 
of  the  people,  22,  counties  of,  23,  27,  31, social  affairs, 
56,  inhabitants  flying,  58,  importance  of,  60,  councils 
of,  61,  indignant  with  the  New  Englanders,  62,  alarm 
of,  63,  army  of,  73,  suspected  persons,  75,  great  ex- 
citement, 77,  honorable  attitude  of,  84,  fortifying,  86, 
reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  92, 
public  rejoicings,  93,  Lord  Howe's  opinion  of,  95, 
heats,  99,  spirit  of,  101,  alarmed  by  British  ships, 
104, 105,  threatened,  106,  eheerlessness  of,  114,  British 
advancing  upon,  121,  122,  occupied  by  British,  123, 
124,  125,  houses  marked,  1.34,  fire  of  1776, 135,  build- 
ings converted  into  prisons,  151,  the  whole  strength 
of  England  aimed  at,  172.  203,  fire,  205,  explosion  in 
liarbor,  207,  description  in  1778,  207.  citizens  doing 
good,  208,  military  rule,  210,  in  17^0,  Kl.  cln'.rlcss- 
ness  of,  232,  British  fortifying,  2.52,  iui|.itu:il  :i)ipre- 
hension,  253,  half  ruined,  254,  271,  iinl'arkatinn  of 
the  Loyalists,  273,  evacuation  by  the  British,  274, 
desolation    of,  275,  condition  of  the    population  of. 


2S6,  c.ij.ir.il  nf  the  nation,  289,  stiffness  of,  291,  fur- 
hi>li(  1.  :;iil ,  r.  -i--tiug  the  encroachments  of  Congress, 
;!(i'.i.  ;i-ii:itr.|  :ilHiiit  Constitution,  320,  Federal  proces- 
sion, '.il'l.  Wl^.  hilarious  about  the  first  President, 
328,  331,  333,  335,  Washington  taking  the  oath,  3;i8, 
illumination  of,  338,  general  progress,  349,  New 
Year's  day  in  1790,  355,  organization  and  expenses 
of  treasury  department,  356,  national  debt,  357, 
social  life  in  city  in  1791,  361,  drives,  371,  President's 
departure  from,  378,380,  much  agitated,  389,  a  refuge 
for  exiles,  391,  405,  generosity  of,  417,  living  in,  419, 
gayety  of,  433,  description  of,  434, 437,  want  of  water, 
438,  state  of  society,  440,  manners  and  customs,  441, 
458,  excitement,  494,  600,  social  condition  of,  504, 
benevolence  of,  517,  charitable  institutions  of,  524, 
commercial  distress  of,  542,  opposition  to,  549,  busi- 
ness depression,  550,  religious  sentiment,  564,  rapid 
progress  of,  569,  destiny  of,  .585,  defenseless  condi- 
tion, 588,  varied  opinions,  589,  vigorous  measures, 
590,  605,  612,  merchants,  616,  ovation  to  Hull,  617, 
619,  621,  631,  illumination,  632,  gloom,  639,  644,  646, 
general  uprising  of  citizens,  649,  651,  fortifications  of, 
660,  664,  665,  benefits  from  canal,  675,  appreciation 
of  Clinton,  678,  intense  feehng,  689,  celebration  of 
canal  completion,  696,  698,  magnificent  pageant,  699, 
700,  701,  business  activity,  703,  rapid  increase  of 
wealth,  709,  discussing  introduction  of  water,  727, 
749,  business  prostrated,  police  riot,  769,  770,  great 
financial  distress,  732,  768,  786. 

New  York,  State  of,  topography,  273,  key  of  the  con- 
tinent, 274,  Vermont  controver.sy,  364,  lands  sold, 
382,  579,  independence,  580,  exposure,  587,  593, 
blockade,  632,  geography  of,  643,  invasion  of,  by  the 
British,  652,  amount  raised  for  free  schools,  691, 
Erie  Canal,  697. 

New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad,  incorporated  1831,  721. 

New  York  Bav,  British  squadron,  98,  French  squadron 
203,  explosion  in,  206,  frozen,  232,  beautv  of,  301, 
665,  698,  picture  of,  749. 

New  York  Journal,  28. 

Nichols,  Richard,  555. 

Nicholson,  Commodore  James,  322,  escorting  Washing- 
ton, 333. 

Nicholson,  John,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31. 

Nicola,  Colonel  Lewis,  proposes  a  king,  272. 

Nicoll,  Francis,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31. 

Niemcewicz,  Count,  writings  of,  448. 

Nitchie,  John,  on  committee  to  defend  city.  646. 

Ni.xon,  General  John,  character  of,  103,  regiment,  130, 
at  battle  of  Trenton,  150. 

Noah,  Mordecai  M.,  686,  696. 

Noailles,  Marquis  de,  174,  minister  to  London,  194. 

Normal  College  for  young  women,  780. 

North,  Lord,  15,  introduces  conciliatory  bills,  19.3,  194, 
195,  plans  for  conciliation,  199,  mediatorial  proposi- 
tion of,  251,  receives  news  of  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis,  258,  resigns,  259. 

North,  William,  Speaker  of  Assembly,  422,  canal  com- 
missioner, 579. 

North  Dutch  Church  in  1783,  276. 

Norwalk  (Connecticut),  burning  of,  by  British,  223,  348. 

Norwood,  Richard,  custodi.an  of  army  stores,  89. 

Nott,  Rev.  Dr  Eliphalet,  President  of  Union  College, 
124,  address  of,  501,  wife  of,  502. 

Nott,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  124. 

Nott,  Stephen,  wife  of,  124. 

Noyes,  William  Curtis,  773. 

O, 

Oaklet,  James,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton,  690. 
Oakley,  Thomas  J.,  723. 
Observer,  New  York,  established,  739. 
Oelrichs,  Henry,  wife  of,  401. 

Ogden,  Mrs.,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  685. 
Ogden,  Henry,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 
Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 
Oiiden  arms,  illustration  of,  726. 
Ogden,  David  B.,  442. 
Ogden,  Hon.  Edward,  wife  of,  213. 
Ogden,  Edward  A.  (major  U.  S.  A.),  213. 
Ogden,  Governor  Aaron,  82,  enters  army,  104,  in  exploit 
on  Staten  Island,  174,  at  battle  of  Springfield,  241. 
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Ogden,  General  Matthias,  232. 

Ogden,  David,  married  Elizabeth  Swain,  240. 

Ogden,  David  (son  of  above),  240. 

Ogden,  Judge  John,  Newark,  daughter  murdered,  240. 

Ogden,  Colonel  Josiah  (brother  of  above),  240. 

Ogden,  Rev.  Uzal,  D.  D.  (brother  of  above),  240. 

Ogden,  Judge  David  (cousin  of  three  brothers  above), 
family  note,  240. 

Ogden,  Lewis  M.,  469. 

Ogden,  Gouverneur,  469,  687. 

Ogden,  Ludlow,  526. 

Ogden,  Isaac,  opposes  canal  scheme,  675. 

Ogden,  Abraham,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690. 

Ozdensburg,  626,  sacked,  627. 

Ogilvie,  Captain  Peter,  609. 

Olney,  Stephen,  officer  at  Yorktown,  257. 

Onderdonk,  Henry,  President  Washington  breakfasts 
with,  372. 

Onderdonk,  Andrew,  of  council  of  appointment,  450. 

Onderdonk,  Bishop  Benjamin  T.,  717. 

Opdyke,  George  C.  (mayor),  774. 

Orkney,  Earls  of  (of  Scotland),  300. 

Osgood,  Samuel,  appointed  commissioner  of  the  treas- 
ury, 291,  married  widow  of  Walter  Franklin,  330, 
family  note,  331,  committee  to  receive  Washington, 
333,  Postmaster-General,  341,  347,  366,  378,  386, 
trustee  City  Dispensary,  468,  corporator  of  public 
schools,  517. 

Ostrander,  Gideon,  member  common  council,  702. 

Ostrander,  John  1,674. 

Oswald,  Richard,  framing  the  treaty  of  peace^  in  con- 
ference with  Franklin,  260,  with  Vergennes,  261,  com- 
mission of,  262,  signing  provisional  treaty,  263,  264. 

Oswego,  New  York,  captured  by  British,  642. 

Otis,  Samuel  A.,  354. 

Outhoudt,  Meury,  in  Legislature,  279- 

Outhout,  Bleeker,  poet,  773. 

P 

P.\GET,  Charles  (British  officer),  634. 

Paine,  Ephraim,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31,  judge,  163,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Paine,  Thomas,  wrote  "  Common  Sense,"  59. 

Palisades,  the  wonder  of  the  French  noblemen,  253, 
illustrated,  532. 

Paper  currency,  37,  depreciated,  216,  217,  no  redemp- 
tion, 228. 

Parish,  Henry,  765. 

Parish,  John,  579. 

Park  Theater,  556,  view  of,  557,  558,  682,  683,  Interior 
of,  684,  685,  686. 

Parker,  Daniel,  commissioner  to  inspect  embarkation  of 
LovaHsts,  272. 

Parker,  Admiral  Sir  Peter,  64, 108,  383. 

Parker,  Dr.  Willard,  765. 

Parks  of  New  York,  St.  John's,  567,  Union  Square,  572, 
Madison  Square,  574,  Washington  Square,  720,  Cen- 
tral Park,  768. 

Parks,  .Arthur,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Parliament,  discussions  of,  12,  13,  commissioners  of,  73, 
opinions  of  members  concerning  war  with  America, 
172,  173,  shocked  by  disasters  in  America,  192,  193, 
213,  229,  249,  speech  of  the  King,  258,  resignation  of 
Lord  North,  259. 

Parry,  Caleb,  112. 

Parsons,  Rev.  Jonathan,  clergyman  of  Lyme,  Conn., 
160. 

Parsons,  Major-General  Samuel  Holden  (son  of  above), 
99,  genius  of,  103,  110,  111,  at  Kip's  Bay,  123,  com- 
mands on  the  IIud.son,  158,  personal  note,  160,  storms 
Sag  Harbor,  161,  expostulates  with  Tryon,  190, 
brigade  of,  191,  remarks  of,  221,  hastens  to  the  help 
of  Norwalk,  223,  trial  of  Andre,  248. 

Parsons,  William  H.,  wife  of,  297. 

Partridge,  George,  dining  with  President  Washington, 
3r.4. 

Passaic  River,  copper-mine  upon,  426. 

Patterson,  Colonel  (British  adjutant-general),  96,  97, 
143. 

Patterson,  William,  Senator  in  First  Congress,  346. 

Patterson,  John,  wife  of,  441. 

Paulding,  James  Kirke,  author  and  politician,  529,  685, 
722. 


Paulding,  William,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  32. 

Paulding,  William,  Jr.,  member  Hist.  Sec,  554,  mayor 
1824,  692.  699,  703,  residence  of,  709. 

Paulus  Hook,  captured  by  Americans,  226,  227,  severity 
of  winter,  229,  375,  378. 

Pawling,  Levi,  judge,  163. 

Peabody,  Arthur  J.,  wife  of,  767. 

Peace  celebration,  names  of  ladies  attending  ball,  666, 
dinner  at  Ghent  given  by  American  Commissioners, 
667. 

Peace  negotiations,  germ  of,  251,  commissions  of,  260, 
261,  preliminary  treaty  concluded,  263,  definitive 
treaty  signed,  267. 

Pearsall,  Tliouias,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 

Peck,  Judge,  462,  611. 

Peet,  Dr.  Harvey  P.,  superintendent  of  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum,  678. 

Pell's  Neck,  landing  of  British  at,  139. 

Pendleton,  Judge  Nathaniel,  492,  493,  496,  executor, 
501,520,  554,555,674,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park 
Theater,  685. 

Penn,  Governor  John,  wife  of,  296. 

Penn,  William,  59,  property  of,  168. 

Pennington,  Governor  William,  426. 

Penn.sylvania,  insurrection  in.  403,  its  suppression,  404, 
422. 

Percy,  Lord,  Sir  IIiikIi  Sniithson  (second  Duke  of 
Northumberhindi,  in  battle  of  Long  Island,  109,  en- 
tering New  York,  126.  .ittacks  Fort  Washington,  141, 
second  attack,  142,  143,  victorious,  144,  at  Colonel 
Gardiner's,  personal  note,  242,  243,  cousins  of,  270. 

Perrin,  John,  323. 

Perry,  Conmiodore  Oliver  Hazard,  629,  portrait  of,  630, 
great  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  631. 

Perry,  Alexander,  brother  of,  629. 

Phelps,  Royal,  773. 

Phelps,  Anson  G..  house  of,  766. 

Philadelphia,  occupied  by  the  British  under  Howe,  178, 
the  battle  of  the  Kegs,  199,  astir  with  revelry,  200, 
evacuated,  201,  Congress  to  meet  at,  376,  yellow  fever 
at,  304,  generosity  of,  416. 

Philips,  General  (British),  at  battles  of  Saratoga,  182, 
186. 

Philipse,  Ebenezer,  223. 

Philipse,  Mary  Benedict  (wife  of  above),  223. 

Philipse,  Frederick  (third  lord  of  the  manor),  wife  of, 
209. 

Philipse  Manor,  third  Lord  of,  209. 

Phillips,  Rev.  William  W..  pastor  of  Wall  Street 
Church,  559. 

Phoebus,  Rev.  William,  Methodist  clergyman,  467. 

Phoenix,  Alexander  (son  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Bart.), 
368. 

Phcenix,  Alexander  (son  of  above),  family  note,  368. 

Phoenix,  Daniel,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  282,  city 
treasurer,  367,  sketch  of,  368. 

Phoenix,  Rev.  Alexander,  368. 

Phoenix,  Stephen  Whitney,  368. 

Phoenix  Bank,  president  of,  384. 

Pickens,  General,  vigorous  operations  of,  252. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  Secretary  of  War,  405,  416,  re- 
moved, 459,  466,  623. 

Pierrepont,  Edwards,  773. 

Pigott,  Sir  Hugh,  44,  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  632,  634. 

Pinchon,  Mons.,  French  minister,  474. 

Pinckney,  Charles  (Governor  of  South  Carolina),  in 
the  Convention,  312,  712. 

Pincknev,  Charles  Coatsworth,  in  the  Convention,  312, 
430,  450,  460. 

Pincknev,  Thomas,  minister  to  Spain,  405,  415,  Vice- 
President,  432,  481,  5!i0. 

Pinhorne,  Judge  William,  426 

Pintard,  Lewis,  member  of  Committee  of  One   Hun- 
i      dred,  26. 

Pintard,  U'wis,  wife  of,  88. 
I  Pintard,  Martha  (daughter  of  above),  marriage  of,  88. 
I  Pintard,  John,  355,  362.  originator  of  Historical  Society, 
I  506,  secretary  of  Historical  Society,  507,  ci_ty  in- 
I  spector,  516,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517,  535, 
648,  670,  671,  6.S2,  696. 

Pitcher,  Lieutenant-Governor   Nathaniel  (acting   gov- 
I      ernor),  716. 
!  Pitt,  William  (see  Lord  Chatham). 


INDEX. 


813 


Pitt,  AYilliam  (son  of  above),  195,  assailing  the  ministry, 
258.      . 

Piatt,  Jonas,  wife  of,  20. 

Piatt,  Jeremiah,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25 

Piatt,  Zephaniah,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  judge,  163. 

Piatt,  Colonel  Richard,  322. 

Piatt,  James,  546. 

Piatt,  Jonas,  553, 579,  670,  675. 

Plattsburg  (New  York),  victory  at,  652. 

Politics,  21,  40,  58,  60,  61,  new  political  creed,  82,  84, 
feuds,  282,  309,  novel  undertaking,  315,  366,  369, 371, 
385,  421,  472,  473. 

Police  of  New  York,  770. 

Polk,  James  K.,  39,  elected  President,  751. 

Polnitz,  Baron,  322,  residence  of,  574. 

Poor,  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the, 
763,  764. 

Poor,  General  Enoch,  at  battles  of  Saratoga,  183,  with 
Sullivan's  expedition ,  218,  death  of,  244. 

Popham,  William,  officer  of  the  great  Federal  proces- 
sion of  1788,  322. 

Population  of  the  citv  in  1784,  remarks  concerning, 
286,  423,  increase  of,  466,  666,  in  1832,  721,  in  1880, 
749,  750. 

Porter,  Commodore  David,  captures  Alert,  616,  disaster 
in  the  Pacific,  638. 

Porter,  Peter  B  ,  politician  and  soldier,  canal  commis- 
sioner, 579,  accusing  Smyth  of  cowardice,  611,  644, 
645. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  approves  treaty,  266. 

Portugal,  negotiations  with,  365. 

Post,  Dr.  Wright,  professor  in  Columbia  College,  490, 
494. 

Postmaster-General,  the  first.  330. 

Potter,  Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott,  President  of  Union 
College,  124. 

Potter,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  C,  rector  of  Grace  Church, 
124. 

Potter,  Hon.  Clarkson  Nott  (statesman),  124. 

Potter,  Howard  (philanthropist),  124,  774. 

Potter's  Field,  573. 

Potts,  Rev.  George,  installation  of,  560. 

Powers,  William,  384. 

Presbyterian  Education  Society,  foundation  of,  679. 

Prescott,  General  (British),  capture  of,  165,  166. 

Prescott,  William,  41,  42,  personal  description  of,  43, 
44,  45,  repels  British  at  Frog"s  Neck,  139. 

President  of  the  United  States,  election  of  first,  328, 
the  choice,  331,  inauguration  of,  337. 

Prevost,  Sir  George.  593,  627,  631,  652,  defeat  of,  653. 

Prevost,  Mrs.  (afterwards- Mrs.  Aaron  Burr),  247. 

Price,  Hon.  Rodman,  412. 

Price,  Edward,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  686. 

Price,  William  M.,  469,  477. 

Price,  Stephen,  469,  682,  686. 

Pride  of  equality  among  the  soldiers,  97,  98. 

Prime,  Nathaniel,  wife  and  children  of,  412,  influence 
of,  710. 

Prime,  Ward,  &  King  (bankers),  733. 

Princeton,  battle  of,  154. 

Prisoners  of  war,  208,  exchange  of,  216. 

Prisons  in  New  York,  horrors  of,  208. 

Privateers  fitted  out  by  New  York  merchants,  590,  im- 
portant services  rendered  by,  654. 

Proces.sion,  great  Federal,  321,  328 

Proclamation  of  neutrality,  1793,  388. 

Proclamation,  Emancipation,  1863.  774. 

Proctor,  General,  622,  628,  629,  defeat  of,  653. 

Providence  (Rhode  Island),  visited  by  President,  376. 

Provost,  Bishop,  Regent  of  the  University, 284,  chaplain 
of  Congress  in  New  York  City,  289,  "family  of,  304, 
reading  prayers  after  Washington's  inaugural,  338, 
wife  of,  341,  354,  458,  president  Columbia  College, 
568. 

Pruyn,  John  V.  L.,  Chancellor  of  the  University,  283. 

Public  conveyances.  442,  443,  526. 

Purchas,  Samuel,  555. 

Pursh,  Frederick  (author  and  curator),  .511. 

Putnam,  General  Israel,  42,  44,  45,  ccniniiinder  of  New 
York,  66,  obstructing  the  cli.-iiiiicl  f..  thi'  Hudson,  9S, 
in  command  at  Brooklvii,  I'M.  Ins,  Hi;,  retreat  from 
New  York  citv,  125,' 12i;,  Vl' .  li:ittlc  of  Harlem 
Heights,   130,  143,  144,  command^  at  Philadelphia, 


148,  149,  commands  at  Princeton,  158,  at  Peekskill, 
ISl,  in  the  Highlands,  190,  commences  West  Point 
fortifications,  191,  at  Danbury,  214,  219. 

Putnam,  Rufus  (colonel  of  artillery),  225. 

Pve.  David,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
"31,  384. 


Quakers,  philanthropy,  and  early  efforts  towards  eman- 
cipation of  negroes,  373,  674. 
(iuackenboss,  John,  322. 
Quincy,  Josiah,  wife  of,  157,  550,  555,  558,  caricature, 

58y. 

Quincy,  John  W.,  765. 
Queenstown,  storming  of,  607. 


Rachel,  tragedienne,  arrival  in  New  York,  771. 

Radcliff,  Jacob,  mayor,  553,  680. 

Rahl,  Colonel  (Hessian),  at  Trenton,  149,  surprised, 
defeated,  and  killed,  150. 

Ramsey,  David  (historian  and  author),  entertains  John 
Quincy  Adams  in  New  York,  294. 

Randall,  Robert  Richard,  donation  to  Sailors'  Snug 
Harbor,  574. 

Randall,  Thomas,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Randall's  Island,  benevolent  institutions  upon,  737. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  governor  of  Virginia,  in  Conven- 
tion, 312,  341,  355,  Secretary  of  State,  405,  415,  416. 

Randolph,  John,  473. 

Randolph,  Lieutenant,  608. 

Rathbone,  William  P.,  member  Common  Council,  702. 

Rathbone,  John,  Jr.,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 
690,  696. 

Rathbone,  Lieutenant,  killed  at  battle  of  Queenstown, 
(note)  609. 

Rattoone,  Rev.  Elijah  D.,  wife  of,  569. 

Ray,  Richard,  384,  706. 

Ray,  Robert,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26. 

Raymond,  Henry  J.,  789. 

Raymond,  Nathaniel,  house  burned  by  British,  223. 

Read,  George,  signer  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  39, 
in  Convention,  312,  Senator  in  First  Congress,  346, 347. 

Read,  Lieutenant  George  Campbell,  615. 

Reade,  Sir  William.  Bart.,  210. 

Reade,  Sir  Richard,  Bart.,  210. 

Reade  Arms,  274. 

Reade,  Lawrence,  descent  of,  209,  210. 

Reade,  Hon.  Joseph  (son  of'above).  209,  210. 

Reade,  John  (son  of  above),  member  of  Committee  of 
One  Hundred,  26,  daughter  of,  209,  210. 

Reade  Street,  209,  opened,  1794. 

Reed,  Matthew,  member  of  common  council  (note),  702. 

Reed,  General  James,  44. 

Reed,  Colonel  Joseph,  70,  meets  Lord  Howe's  messen- 
gers, 95,  personal  note,  96,  interview  with  Patter.son, 
97,  103,  in  battle  of  Harlem  Heights,  130.  131,  145, 
loses  confidence  of  Washington,  147,  at  battle  of  Tren- 
ton, 150,  at  battle  of  Princeton,  154,  196,  238,  250. 

Regiment,  Seventh,  752,  769,  773. 

Reid,  Captain  Samuel  Chester,  commanding  Privateer 
General  Armstrong,  description  and  portrait  of,  655, 
gallant  defense,  657,  honor  showered  upon,  silver 
service,  659,  family  note,  660,  designing  national  flag, 
681. 

Remsen,  Henry,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25,  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  282. 

Remsen,  Jeremiah,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  32. 

Rensselaer  Institute,  incorporated,  693,  694. 

Renwick,  Professor  James,  519,  706,  722. 

Reynolds,  Sir  Joshua,  267. 

Reynolds,  Dr.,  killed  at  Detroit,  601. 

Reynolds.  Morris,  766. 

Rhind,  Charles,  702. 

Rhinelander,  F.,  letters  of,  66. 

Rhinelander.  William  C,  residence  of,  720. 

Richard,  Silas,  696. 

Uichanls,  A    ("  .  773. 

Richards,  Edgar,  wife  of,  735. 
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Richardson,  regiment  at  Harlem  Heights,  130. 

Richardson,  Judge  James,  (5/6. 

Ricliardson,  Captain  J.,  686. 

Richmoud  Hill  House,  Washington's  headquarters  at, 
70, 117,  residence  of  Vice-President, . Sol,  Mrs.  Adams's 
description  of,  335,  'ihi,  37'J,  -iOI,  Theudusia  Burr's 
description  of,  483,  493,  deserted  by  Burr,  498,  sold, 
499,  569. 

Ridley,  Matthew,  442. 

Riedesel,  General,  at  battle  of  Saratoga.  179-186. 

Riedesel,  Baroness,  at  Saratoga,  184,  ministermg  to  the 
wounded,  185,  courtesies  from  Schuvler,  187,  borrow- 
ing fuel  in  New  York  City,  331. 

Riggs,  Caleb  8.,  wife  of,  436. 

Riker,  Richard,  368,  485,  wounded,  486,  member  of  Hist. 
Soc,  554,  recorder  in  1815,  68U,  70U. 

Riots.  — The  Doctors'  Mob,  1788,  306,  307,  antislavery 
riots,  734,  among  stone-cutters,  at  Five  Points,  735, 
bread  riots,  733,  Astor  Place,  753,  police  not,  769, 
draft  riots,  775. 

Ripley,  Eleazer  Wheelock,  595,  brigadier,  643,  644,  645. 

Ripley,  Rev.  Mr.,  233. 

Ritzind,  Rudolphus,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 36. 

Rivingtou,  James,  sketch  of,  49,  50,  newspaper  of,  286. 

Roacli,  Lieutenant  Isaac,  606. 

Robbius,  Ezekiel,  director  first  Missionary  Society,  468. 

Roberts,  Marshall  0.,  771,  783. 

Robertson,  General,  efforls  to  save  Andr^,  248. 

Robertson,  Alexander,  portrait-painter,  519. 

Robiuson,  Colonel  Beverley,  joins  King's  forces,  209,  245. 

Robnison,  William  H.,  686. 

Robinson,  Beverley,  732. 

Rochanibeau,  Count  de,  71,  at  Newport,  342,  243,  meets 
Washington  at  Wethersfield,  252,  inspecting  Manhat- 
tan Island,  253,  at  Yorktown,  255. 

Rochester,  William  B.,  674. 

Rockingham,  Lord,  opposed  to  the  war,  172,  premier, 
359,  death  of,  360. 

Rodgers,  Commodore,  617,  638. 

Rodgers,  .Moses,  463. 

Rodgers,  Dr.  John  R.  B.,  professor  in  Columbia  College, 
470. 

Rodgers,  Rev.  Dr.  Jolm,  37,  daughter  of,  88,  residence 
of,  188,  return  to  city  after  tlie  Revolution,  375, 
character  of,  376,  383,  Vice-Chancellor  of  University, 
283,  president  Missionary  Society,  467,  468,  death, 
559. 

Rogers,  Benjamin  Woolsev,  519,  735. 

Rogers,  Fitch,  533. 

Rogers,  Moses,  367,  522,  daughter  of,  735. 

Rogers,  Nehemiah,  533. 

Rogers,  Captain  Moses,  commanded  first  ocean  steamer, 
538. 

Rogers,  Archibald,  735. 

Rombouts,  Francis,  purchased  estate  of  Indians,  220. 

Romeyn,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Brodhead,  469,  560. 

Ronan,  Ensign,  massacred  by  Indians,  604. 

Roosevelt,  Isaac,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  31, 
in  Legislature,  279,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
283,  president  of  Bank  of  New  York,  387,  daughter  of, 
304,  384.  _ 

Roosevelt,  Nicholas  (eminent  inventor),  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  One  Hundred,  36,382,  424,428,  535,  design- 
ing first  boat  to  New  Orleans,  536. 
Roosevelt,  James  H.,  founding  Roosevelt  Hospital,  766. 
Roosevelt  Hospital,  766. 

Roosevelt,  Jolm  J.  (captain  of  volunteers),  90,  .382. 
Roosevelt  estate,  567. 

Roosevelt  family,  766. 
Ross,  General  (British),  651. 
Rous,  Sir  John,  motion  of,  in  Parliament,  259. 
Ruggles,  Samuel  B.,  donates  Gramercy  Park,  750,  trus- 
tee of  Astor  Library,  755. 
Rumsey,  James,  437.' 
Rush,  Dr.  Benjamin,  writes  Speaker  Muhlenberg,  373, 

565. 
Russ,  Dr.  John  Dennison  (inventor  and  scholar),  730, 

764. 
Russel,  Archibald  (philanthropist  and  scholar),  founding 
Five   Points  House  of   Industry,   767,   ancestry  and 
family  of,  768. 
Russeli;  John  Watts,  M.  D,,  family  of,  767,  768. 
Russell,  Archibald  Douglass,  family  of,  767,  768. 


Russell,  Hamilton,  family  of,  767,  768. 

Russell,  Ebenezer,  Regent  of  the  University,  284. 

Russell,  Samuel,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 

Russell,  Jonathan,  peace  commissioner,  641. 

Rutgers,  Harmanus,  113. 

Rutgers  country-seat,  113. 

Rutgers,  Colonel  Henry,  member  of  Asseniblv  in  1784, 
379,  307,  364,  439,  466,  donation  of,  516,  gift  of,  559, 
567,  589. 

Rutgers,  Nicholas  C,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park  The- 
ater, 686. 

Rutgers  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  559. 

Rutgers  College,  New  Jersey,  established,  276. 

Rutherfords  of  New  York,  ancestry  of,  768. 

Rutherford,  Walter,  home  of,  125,  courtesies  to  Lady 
Stirling  and  daughter,  206,  house  of,  207,  marriage  of 
daughter  to  Matthew  Clarkson,  304,  library  trustee, 
418,  family  of,  768. 

Rutherford,  John,  Regent  of  the  University,  284,  stand- 
ing as  a  lawyer,  300,  street  commissioner,  566,  family 
of,  768. 

Rutledge,  John  (statesman  and  jurist),  minister  to  the 
Netherlands,  291,  in  the  Convention,  313,  341. 


Sackett,  Nathaniel,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31. 

Sackett's  Harbor,  638. 

Sag  Harbor,  storming  of,  in  1777,  161. 

Salem  Academy,  433. 

Salisbury,  Professor  Edward  Elbridge,  743. 

Salisbury,  Mrs.  Edward  Elbridge,  616. 

Sands,  James,  family  of,  413. 

Sands,  Comfort,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
35,  of  auditory  committee  of  New  York  Congress,  87, 
President  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  412,  residence  of, 

Sands  family,  note,  412. 

Sands,  Joshua,  State  canvasser,  .384,  family  note,  412. 

Sands,  Josepli,  merchant,  of  Prime,  Ward,  &  Sands,  412. 

Sands,  Robert  Charles  (.editor  and  poet),  706,  707,  741, 
777. 

Sands,  William  R.,  412. 

Sands,  Samuel  Stephens,  412. 

Sanford,  Leland,  752. 

Saratoga,  battles  of,  178-186. 

Saratoga  Springs,  438. 

Saville,  Sir  George,  seconds  motion  of  David  Hartley, 
214. 

Scammell,  Colonel  Ale.xander,  113,  at  battles  of  Saratoga, 
180-186. 

Schell,  Augustus,  President  of  Hist.  Soc,  515,  779. 

Schermerhorn,  Abraham,  722,  754. 

Schermerhorn,  Peter,  732. 

Schermerhorn,  family  note,  744'. 

Schenck,  Gvsliert,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31. 

Schieffelin,  Effingham,  member  common  council,  702, 
703. 

Schieifelin,  Henry  H.,  student  in  Columbia  College,  469. 

Schieffelin,  Major  William  Henry,  wife  of,  401. 

Schieffelin,  Eugene,  779. 

School,  Woman's  Art,  783. 

Schools,  Sabbath,  number  in  New  York  in  1880, 762. 

Schools,  public,  in  1880,  number  of,  779,  College  of  Citv 
of  New  York,  779,  Normal  College,  780. 

Schools,  private,  in  1880,  780. 

Schroeder,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Frederick,  706. 

Schuyler,  General  Philip,  portrait  of,  17,  delegate  to 
Continental  Congress,  19,  38,  appointed  major-general, 
45,  46,  description  of,  51,  in  the  army,  53,  captures  Sir 
John  Johnson,  60,  applauded  by  Congress, 61,  appealing 
for  troops,  71,  aiding  the  commissions  to  reach  Canada, 
72,  criticised,  73,  moves  against  Sir  John  Johnson,  74, 
differences  with  Gates,  98,  sending  help  to  Washington, 
145,  displaced  and  restored,  166,  obstructing  Bur- 
goyne's  progress,  167,  superseded  by  Gates,  168,  178, 
wife  of,  179,  180,  house  burned,  184,  at  surrender  of 
Burgoyne,  186,  courtesy  of,  187,  daughter  of,  2.34,  235, 
in  Legislature,  279,  befriending  the  Loyalists,  295, 
relationship  to  the  De  Lanceys,  298,  309,  senator  in 
first  Congress,  346,  352,  367,"  381,  defeated  by  Burr, 
383,  433,  elected  to  Senate,  430,  443,  445,  gift,  481, 
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experiment  on  moving  canal-boats  through  locks, 
578. 

Scluivler,  Colonel  John,  proprietor  of  copper-mines  on 
the  Passaic,  +26,  471. 

Schuvlcr,  .Icilm,  779. 

Scotch-Irish,  character  of,  39. 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  opinion  of  Irving's  writings,  530. 

Scott,  John  .Horin,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Convention, 
31,  32,  38,  48,  sketch  of,  49,  commanding  city  battal- 
ions, 89,  family  note,  9U,  104,  117,  123,  retreat  of,  124, 
125,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149^  150,  commanding  on 
tlie  Hudson,  158,  one  of  committee  to  frame  Constitu- 
tion, 161,  162,  206,  daughter  of,  285. 

Scott,  Lewis  Allaire  (son  of  above),  secretary  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  reeidence  of,  308,  appointed  com- 
niiss'ioner,  .382,  450. 

Scott,  Wintield,  Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  A.,  595,  606, 
610,  surrenders,  611, 629, 642,  gallantry  of  at  Chippewa, 
643,  at  Lundy's  Lane,  644,  wounded,  645. 

Seaman,  Valentine,  corporator  of  Public  School  Society, 

Searle,  John  <artist),  686. 

Sears,  Isaac,  21,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
25,  49,  57,  dropped  out  of  the  New  York  Councils,  61, 
abusive,  62,  64,  member  of  Legislature  in  1784,  279. 
Seaton,  James,  686. 

Sedgwick,  Theodore  (lawyer  and  author),  entertains  John 

Qiiincv  Adams,  294,  in  First  Congress,  345, 367,  442, 

444,  723. 

Selden,  Ezra  (of  Lyme),  at  storming  of  Stony  Point, 225. 

Selden,  Colonel  Samuel,  123,  wounded,  124,  family  note, 

125. 
Selden,  Richard  Ely  {grandson  of),  124,  135. 
Selden,  Judge  Samuel  Lee,  124. 
Selden,  Judge  Henrv  K.,  124. 
Selden,  Hon.  DudleV,  124,  125. 
Selden,  William  Ely",  125. 
Selkirk,  Earl  of,  390. 
Sergent,  Rev.  Thomas,  467. 
Seton,  William,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 

26. 
Seward,  William  H.,  Secretary  of  State,  707,  747. 
Seymour,  Major  Moses,  house  of,  78,  family  note,  677. 
Seymour,  Henry  (son  of  above),  canal  commissioner,  677. 
Seymour,  Governor  Horatio,  opening  Mercantile  Library, 

705. 
Sharp,  Richard,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  26. 
Shays,  Daniel,  rebellion  in  Massachusetts,  311. 
Sheaffe,  General,  600,  succeeds  Brock,  610. 
Shelburne,  Lord,  opposed  to  the  war  witli  America,  172, 
Secretary  of  State,  257,  Premier,  260,  agents  of,  261, 
policy  nf,  264. 
Sheldon,  Henrv,  766. 
Shepard,  Dr.  Horatio  David,  738. 
Sherbrooke,  Miles,  country-seat  of,  211. 
Sherman,  John,  Secretary  of  Treasury,  mother  of,  159. 
Sherman,  General  William  Tecumseh",  mother  of,  159. 
Sherman,  Roger  (statesman),  of  New  Haven,  224,  in  the 
Convention,  313,  in  Congress,  332,  in  first  Congress, 
345,  348. 
Sherman,  Isaac  (son  of  above),  at   storming  of  Stony 

Point,  224,  225. 
Sherred,  Jacob,  donation  of,  residence  of,  710. 
Shewkirk,  Rev.  Mr.,  122. 

Shippen,  Edward,  Chief-Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  daugh- 
ter of,  2.36. 
Siblev,  Solomon,  591. 
Sibley,  Lieutenant,  killed  at  Detroit,  601. 
Silk-culture  in  Connecticut  in  1789,  348. 
Sill,  Theodore,  646. 

Silliman,   Gold  Selleck  (lawyer  and   soldier),   66,   124, 
brigade  of,  125,  retreat  from  New  York,  126,  flying  to 
the  rescue  of  Danbury,  159,  160,  243. 
Silvester,  Peter,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31. 
Simpson,  Edmund,  lessee  of  Park  Theater,  682.' 
Sims,  Lieutenant,  607. 
Sinclair,  Lord,  Scotland,  300. 
Sing-Sing,  site  of  prison  selected,  736. 
"  Skinners,"  war  party  in  the  Revolution,  212. 
Slavery  in  New  York,' Society  for  the  Abolition  of,  419, 

important  bill,  674. 
SliilcU,  John,  tirst  president  Mechanics'  Bank,  519,  aldei- 


Slidell,  John  (son  of  above),  senator,  (note)  519. 

Sloane,  Samuel,  773. 

Smallwood,  William  (major-general).  111,  113,  127. 

Smith,  Adam,  sciitinii-nt'-i  of,  59. 

Smith,  William  I,,  (^lairsm.-m).  South  Carolina,  member 
of  First  (  uii'ic-s,  ;;ii,  :;!i,^. 

•Smith,  Hc\,  111    .1.. i:.;, 

-Smith,  Rev.  Daniel,  i\l<:tliodist  clergyman,  -167. 

Smith,  Thomas  A.,  brigadier  general,  642. 

Smith,  General  D.,  at  Chippewa,  643. 

Smith,  Jcrmiah,  379. 

Si.ull,,,)nl,„  Cniiui,  .:Mn,.riior),757. 

Siiiiili,  llrv  saiiiiirl  M.inliDpe,  president  Princeton  Col- 
IcLT,  sj,  11',  nil  iiilji  I   Historical  Societv,  555. 

Siiiiili,  Mrl.anrtliiMi,  inciber  of  New"  Y"ork  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  46,  success  of  as  a  lawyer,  299,  309,  382, 
384. 

Smith,  William  Peartree,  23.3,  voting  for  adojition  of  Con- 
stitution, 321,  library  trustee,  418. 

Smith,  William  (chief-justice  of  Canada),  member  of  The 
Moot,  33,  one  of  the  Committee  to  frame  State  Con- 
stitution, 161,  suspected  of  toryism  and  sent  to  New 
York,  courtesies  to  Lady  Stirling  and  daughter,  206, 
555,  714. 

Smith,  William  Pitt,  362. 

Smith,  Robert,  officer  of  the  Revolution,  9",  Secretary 
of  Navy,  474. 

Smith,  Colonel  Josiah,  102,  107. 

Smith,  Colonel  William  Ste\-,ens,  272,  secretary  of  Lega- 
tion in  London,  292,  married  daughter  of  John  Adams, 

294,  .303,  348,  350,  354,  367,  485. 
Smith,  Richard  R.,  sheriff,  385. 

Smith,  Thomas,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Convention,  31. 

Smithson,  Sir  Hugh,  Baronet,  Earl  Percy,  Duke  of 
Northumberland,'"  242. 

Smithson,  Sir  Hugh  (son  of  above).  Lord  Percy,  after- 
ward second  Duke  of  Northumberland,  242,  270. 

Smithson,  James  (l)iotlier  of  above),  founder  of  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  242. 

Smithson,  Martha,  marriage  of  to  Robert  Hartley,  270. 

Smyth,  Alexander  (Inspector  general),  607,  dismissed 
from  service,  611. 

Social  affairs  of  Nevi'  York,  while  the  seat  of  Congress, 

295,  301,  302,  .303,  304,  305,  .367,  480,  686. 
Societies,  benevolent,  list  of,  in  1807,  (note)  524. 
Society  for  the   Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents, 

founding  of,  518. 
Society,  Infant  School,  organization  of,  679. 
Societv,  Sabbatli  School,  organization  of,  679. 
Society,  St.  Andrews,  495. 
Sotomaver,  Duke  of  (son  of  Spanish  minister  to  the  U.  S.), 

4.30.  ' 
Southwick,  Jonathan,  daughter  of,  (note)  757- 
South  wick,  Solomon  (editor),  585. 
Spain,  policy  of,  216,  in  secret  alliance  with  France,  228, 

claims  of,  263,  an  obstacle  to  the  treaty,  263,  soliciting 

friendship  of  United  States,  289,  disputes  with,  365, 

offended,  397. 
Spencer,  General  Joseph,  standing  of,  103,  116,  117,  in 

battle  at  White  Plains,  141,  gallantry,  155. 
Spencer,  Ambrose,  540,  456,  death  of,  645. 
Sperry,  Simon,  in  tight  with  British  at  New  Haven,  222. 
Sperry,  Richard,  ancestor  of  family  in  Connecticut,  222. 
Sperry  (e.\-mavor).  New  Haven,  222. 
Sperry,  N.D.,' 223. 
Spies  of  the  Revolution,  231. 
Spring,  Rev.  Samuel,  D.  D.,501. 
Spring,  Rev.  Gardiner,  D.  D.,  of  Brick  Church  (son  of 

above),  501,  ordination  of,  658. 
SpringHeld,  N.  J.,  raid  of  British,  239,  battle  of,  241. 
Springier,  Henrv,  farm  of,  573. 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  evacuates  Ticonderoga,  166, 

168,  near  West  Point,  219,  establishing  guards  on  the 

Jersey  shore,  233,  trial   of  Andr^,  248,'^  dining  with 

Washington,  343. 
St.  John,  Samuel,  member  common  council,  (note)  702. 
St.    Leger,  General   (British),   approachin;!   from    Lake 

Ontario,  168,  repulsed  at  Fort  Stanwix,  170,  173,  205. 
Stagg,   Benjamin,  on    committee  to   reinstate  Clinton, 

(note)  690. 
Stagg,  John,  in  Legislature  in  1784,  279. 
Stanhope,  Lord,  532. 

Stanton,  Charies,  vestryman.  Trinity  Church,  ."(;7. 
Stark,  General  John,  44,  45,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149, 
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150,  at  battle  of  Princeton,  153,  at  Bennington,  170, 

trial  of  Andic,  ilH,  312. 
"  Star  Spaii<;led  Banner,"  origin  of  song.  Col. 
Staten    Island,  'Jl,  94,  95,  British  in  harbor,  100,  en- 

cainpniL-ut,  105,  107,  scene  of  peace  negotiations,  1 19, 

ami)  quartered,  202,  219,  Lord  Stirling's  descent  upon. 

State  Rights,  318,  319. 

Steam  locomotives,  first  in  use,  537,  first  in  America,  731. 

Steam  navigation,  steamlioat  of  I'itch,  42-t,  425  (note),  429, 
first  steamboat  on  Hudson,  531,  oil  Mississippi,  535,  on 
Delaware,  53G,  steamer  Savannah,  538,  remarkahle  in- 
crease of  steam  vessels,  703,  port  of  JNew  York,  749. 

Stephens,  Rev.  John,  564. 

Steuben,  Baron,  description  of,  196,  character  of,  197,  at 
the  Virplanck  mansion,  219,  anecdote  of,  228,  exhibition 
of  tactics,  etc.,  236,  training  troops,  244,  trial  of  Audr6, 
248,  thwarting  Cornwallis  in  Virginia,  253,  presides 
at  formation  of  the  Cincinnati,  273,  wounded  in  trying 
to  quell  Doctors'  Mob,  307,  341.  346,  367,  709. 

Stevens,  Samuel,  president  State  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners, 730. 

Stevens,  General  Elienezer,  leading  artillery  into  Can- 
ada, 71,  wife  of,  412,  649,  784. 

Stevens,  .Jolin  A.,  735. 

Stevens,  Colonel  John  (inventor),  424, 428,  builds  steam- 
•     boat,  536,  residence  of,  (note)  536,  537,  539. 

Stevens,  John  Cox  (son  of  above),  536. 

Stevens,  Robert  Livingston  (inventor),  536,  (note)  539. 

Stevens,  William,  wife  of,  426. 

Steward,  Major  John,  at  storming  of  Stony  Point,  224. 

Stewart,  Iloii.  Thomas  E.,  wife  of,  176. 

Stewarl,  Alexander  T.,  merchant,  773,  career  of,  783. 

Stewart,  Captain  Charles,  victories  at  sea,  664. 

Stiles,  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra,  president  of  Yale  College,  128,  177, 
221. 

Stiles,  Ezra  (son  of  above),  doing  soldier's  duty,  221. 

Stirling,  Lord  (William  Alexander),  57,  59,  suiveyiiig 
New  York  for  fortifications,  63,  in  coiumaiul  of  New 
York,  615,  age  and  character  of  103,  1(18,  lid,  siirnii- 
dered,  111,  "114,  exchanged,  138,  crossing  the  Dela- 
ware, 147,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  150,  at  battle  of 
Princeton,  153,  jiortrait  and  sketch  of,  156, 164,  in  bat- 
tle of  Scotch  Plains,  165,  reports  intrigue  to  Wash- 
ington, 169,  wife  of,  196,  wife  and  daughter  at  Valley 
Forge,  200,  wife  and  daughter  visit  the  city,  206,  near 
West  Point,  219,  daughter  married,  226,  expedition  to 
Staten  Island,  232,  344,  death  of,  287,  portrait  of 
daughter,  395,  descendants  of,  767,  768. 

Stockholm,  .Andrew,  officer  of  Revolution,  90. 

Stockton,  Richard,  LL.  D,  lawyer  and  statesman  (of  New 
Jersey),  551. 

Stone,  Colonel  William  L.,  697,  editor  of  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser, 740. 

Stonington  (Connecticut),  bombarded,  647. 

Stony  Point.  desi-Tn  upon,  223,  storming  of,  224,  225. 

Storm,  'I'liniiKis,  (liri-etor  first  Missionary  Society,  468. 

Stoniioiit,  l..nil,  hit  France,  194,  258. 

Stons,  11,-iiiv  H  .  707. 

Story,  I'raucis  V.,  738. 

Stou'tcnburgh,  Isaac,  officer  of  Revolution,  90,  in  Legis- 
lature, 279. 

Stoutenljursh,  Isaac,  prison  commissioner,  736. 

Stoutenbur'gli,  Peter,  323. 

Strachey,  Sir  Henry,  Baronet,  263. 

Streets  of  New  York,  opening  of,  565,  regulation  and 
numbering  of,  571. 

Strong,  Caleb,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  in  Convention, 
312^  Senator  in  First  Congress,  316,  refusing  President's 
call  for  troops,  612,  613. 

Strong,  Bena.jah,  daughter  of,  20. 

Strong,  Selah,  memlier  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
32. 

Stuart,  Robert  L.,  765. 

Sturgess,  LL.  D.,  Jonathan,  jurist,  in  First  Congress, 
345. 

Sturgess,  Jonathan,  philanthropist,  765. 

Stuvvesant,  Gerardus,  residence  of,  209,  founding  Hist. 
Soc,  .5(15. 

Stuvvesant,  Nicholas  William,  wife  of,  210,  576. 

Stuyvesant,  Peter  Gerard,  wife  of,  297,  founding  Hist. 
Sue  ,  505,  511,  president  Hist.  Soc,  515,  576,  732. 

Stymetz,  Frederick,  332. 

iSubniariiie  navigation,  98,  machine  of  Bushnell,  99. 

Sutfeni,  Thomas,  residence  of,  730. 


Sullivan,  General  John,  superseded  by  Gates,  98,  in 
command  at  Brooklyn,  104,  107,  108,  lU9,  captured, 
110,  114,  visited  Congress  on  parole,  119,  joins  Wash- 
ington, 148,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149,  1.50,  161,  at- 
tacks Staten  Island,  174,  joins  Washington,  175,  at 
battle  of  Brandywine,  177,  178,  expedition  among  ihe 
Indians,  217. 

Sully,  Thomas  (artist),  painting  portraits  of  Dr.  Hosack 
and  Decatur,  583. 

Sumpter,  General  Thomas,  vigorous  operations  of,  252. 

Sun,  New  York,  founding  of,  738. 

Surrey,  Earl  of,  259. 

Suydam,  Jacob,  country-seat  ol,  all. 

Suydam,  1).  Lvdig  (philanthropist),  766. 

Swart,  iJirck,  memlier  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress, 
31. 

Swartwout,  Colonel,  66. 

Swartvvoul,  Jacobus,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Swartwout,  John,  485,  496,  6/1. 

Swartwout,  Robert,  486,  wife  of,  708. 

Swartwout,  Samuel,  at  Irving  dinner,  722. 

Swift,  General  Joseph  G.,  fortifying  Brooklyn  Heights, 
600,  on  committee  to  reinstate"Clinton,  690, 696. 

Swords,  James,  member  of  Hist.  Soc,  554. 

Sylvester,  Peter,  in  First  Congress,  345. 

Symmes,  John  Cleve,  wife  of,  218,  daughter  of,  709. 

T. 

Taber,  Heney  M.,  765. 

Talbot,  Rev.  Mortimer  R.,  wife  of,  437. 

Talbot,  Charles  N.,  765. 

Talbot,  Mrs.  Eliza,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park  Theater, 
686. 

Talleyrand,  406,  450, 483. 

Tallmadge,  Benjamin,  20. 

Tallmadge,  Frederick  A.,  30. 

Tallmadije,  Henry  Floyd,  20. 

Tallmadge,  Matthias  B.,  wife  of,  119,  Hist.  Soc  554. 

Tallmadge,  Major,  exploit  on  Long  Island,  249. 

Tallma(l'.;c,  James  (.lieutenant-governor),  at  opening  of 
Erie  Canal,  697. 

Talman,  Lieutenant,  628. 

Tammany  Society,  foundation  of,  362,  363,  364,  369,  495, 
507,  575. 

Tappan,  Christopher,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  89,  118. 

Tappan,  Dr.  Peter,  46. 

Tappan,  Arthur,  house  sacked  by  mob,  724,  founder  of 
Journal  of  Commerce,  738. 

Tappan,  Lewis,  house  sacked  in  riot,  724. 

Tarrytown,  capture  of  Andre,  246. 

Tayler,  Lieutenant-Governor  John,  283,  623,  675. 

Taylor,  Jacob  B.,  member  of  cominon  council,  (note)  702. 

Taylor,  John,  564. 

Taylor,  Rev.  Nathaniel,  trustee  of  Yale  College  in  1777, 
personal  note,  176. 

Taylor,  Moses,  in  the  enterprise  of  Atlantic  cable,  771, 
773. 

Tea  Water  Pump,  old,  350,  424,  727. 

Tecumseh  (Indian  chief),  601,  605,  629,  deatli  of,  631. 

Temple,  Sir  John,  in  New  York  City,  291,  social  habits, 
302,  house  attacked  by  Doctors'  Mob  in  1788,  307. 

Terapletoii,  Oliver,  memlier  of  rniiiniittcc  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  ChamlMi  (,l  ('uimnii  i-i-,  282. 

Ten  Broeck,  Abraham,  16,  mnnlirr  uf  .\,n-  York  Provin- 
cial Congress,  31,  made  judt'i  ,  l(i:'>,  at  liattles  of  Sara- 
toga, (family  note)  183-186. 

Ten  Broeck,  Henry,  corporator  public  schools,  517. 

Ten  Eyck,  Jacob  C.,  made  judge,  163. 

Ten  Eyck,  John  A.,  judge,  163. 

Tenement-houses,  crowded  condition  of,  763. 

Terbell,  Henry  S.,  765. 

Texas,  annexation  of,  751. 

Thacher,  George,  .345. 

Thackeray,  William  M.,  771. 

Thatcher,  Dr.  James,  126,  at  Beverley  mansion,  216,  232, 
236,  2.50,  describes  situation  of  armv,  254. 

Theaters  of  New  York.  — John  Street,  338,  visited  by 
President  Washington,  352,  Park  Theater  built,  4.36, 
477,  5.57,621,  682,  burned  and  rebuilt,  illustration  ol, 
683,  Bowerv  opened,  1826,  741,  numlier  of  theaters  in 
New  York  i'n  1880,  741. 

"The  Grange,"  Hamilton's  country-seat,  illustration  of, 
483,  492. 
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Theological  Seminary  of  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 

organization  of,  506. 
Theological  Seminary  Union,  founded,  507. 
Thomas,  David  (State  treasurer),  585. 
Thomas,  John,  Jr.,  member  of  New  York    Provincial 

Congress,  32. 
Thompson,  Charles  (Secretary  of  Congress,  1774-1789), 

293,  character    of,  29i,  traveling  to  Mount  Vernon, 

Thompson,  Smith,  475,  479,  death  of,  480,  075. 

Thompson,  Jeremiah,  collector  of  the  port,  479. 

Thompson,  Rev.  William,  637. 

Thompson,  John,  settled  in  Brookhaven,  637. 

Thompson,  Jonathan,  collector  of  the  port,  637. 

Thompson,  David  (son  of  above),  637. 

Thompson  family  note,  and  arms,  637. 

Thornton,  Andrew,  415. 

Throop,  Enos  T.  (lieutenant-governor),  710,  at  dinner 
to  Edward  Livingston,  723. 

Ticonderoga,  fortified,  98,  fall  of,  100,  107. 

Tilgliman,  Colonel  Tencli  (lirother  of  Judge  William), 
139. 

Tillinghast,  Charles,  319. 

Tillotson,  Rol)ert,  717. 

Tillotson,  Dr.  Thomas,  475,  secretary  of  State  of  New 
York,  54-1,  residence  of,  546. 

Times,  New  York,  founding  of.  739. 

Tombs,  The,  City  prison,  730,  illustration  of,  737. 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.  (governor),  283,  469,  member  of 
Hist.  .Soc,  505,  506,  515,  corporator  of  public  schools, 
517,  544,  re-elected  governor,  553,  583,  611,  re-elected, 
623,  649,  651,  659,  elected  Vice-President,  673,  675, 
re-elected  Vice-President,  687,  691. 

Tontine  Association,  formation  of,  383. 

Torbert,  Samuel,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517,  alder- 
man, 574. 

Tories.  —  Diabolical  schemes,  73,  disarmed,  74,  circuni- 
vented,  76,  rumors,  77,  compelled  to  show  colors,  85, 
90,  stronghold  of,  100,  hiding  in  swamps,  105,  forays 
into  New  Jersey,  158,  jubilant  with  the  fall  of  Fort 
Ticonderoga,  167,  at  Bennington,  170,  plundered  by 
British,  174,  fighting  on  the  Hudson  under  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  1S2,  rc'guiients  of,  197,  198,  mortification  of, 
~  ~  '■'  stern  New  York,  21)5,  iu  New  York  City, 
icing  Indians,  217,   criticising  Sir  Heni-y 
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York  Citv, 


iibcr  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 


2(17,  iHllucii 
Cliiifoii,  227 
232,  massiH 

Torpedoes,  i-\\ 

Torrey  (u.-iim: 

Totten,  JosL-pl 
25. 

Tourette,  Count  de  la,  383. 

Townsend,  Samuel,  one  of  committee  to  frame  State  Con- 
stitution, 161,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Towson,  Captain  Nathan,  6O7,  645. 

Tracey,  Cliaj-les,  766. 

Tracey,  Uriah,  421. 

Treasury  Department,  oftice  burned,  466. 

Treaties  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain, 
signed,  207. 

Treaty  with  England,  provisional,  signed,  363,  374, 
general  treaty  signed,  204. 

Treaty  with  England,  Definitive,  264,  discussion  of  the 
articles,  265,  signing  of,  266,  267,  how  regarded,  208, 
news  of  the  signing  of,  274. 

Treaty,  Jay,  opposition  to,  411,  ratified,  413,  signed,  414, 
420. 

Treaty  with  France  signed,  460. 

Tredwell,  Thomas,  niemljer  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32,  one  of  committee  on  conspiracy,  74. 

Tredwell,  Dr.,  197. 

Trees,  sliade,  cut  for  fuel,  231,  destruction  of,  368. 

Trenton,  battle  of,  150. 

Tribune,  New  York,  foundation  of,  739. 

Trinity  Church,  367,  458,  495,  donation  of,  517,  illustra- 
tion of,  554,  donation  to,  561,  donations  and  liberality 
of,  567,  edifice  described,  758. 

Troup,  Eobert,  chai-acter  as  a  lawyer,  299,  300,  in  Fed- 
eral procession  of  1788,  326. 

Trowbridge,  Rutherford,  in  battle  when  British  attacked 
New  Haven,  222. 

Trumbull,  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin,  member  Hist.  Soc,  554. 

Trumbull,  George,  corporator  of  public  schools,  518. 

Trumbull,  Rev.  John,  trustee  of  Yale  College  in  1777, 
176. 
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Trumbull,  Colonel  John  (author  and  artist),  56,  .363,  526. 

TrumliuU,  Governor  Jonathan,  57,  met  Washington,  70, 
addressed  about  Schuyler,  73,  raising  troops,  103. 

Trumbull,  Governor  Jonathan  (son  of  above),  in  First 
C(mgress,  345 . 

Trumbull,  Hon.  Lyman,  134. 

Trumbull,  Fort,  garrison  massacred,  256. 

Tru.tton,  Commodore  Thomas,  498,  555. 

Tryon,  Governor  William,  in  England,  16,  returns  to 
New  York  17,  returns  fi-om  Europe,  45,  46,  47,  es- 
capes to  the  Duchess  of  Gordon,  48,  .50,  64,  intriguing, 
78,  on  Murray  Hill  with  army,  120,  burns  Danbury, 
158,  barbarities  of,  190,  198,  attacks  New  Haven,  221, 
222,  burns  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  223,  231,  revenge 
of,  249,  295. 

Tucker,  Thomas  Tudor,  354. 

Tucker,  Gideon,  of  Committee  of  Defense,  646. 

Tudor,  Samuel,  captain  of  volunteers,  90. 

Tupper,  Samuel,  commanding  small  fleet,  90. 

Turtle  Clul),  514. 

Tusteen,  Benjamin,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32. 

Tyler,  John  (President  of  the  United  States),  343,  637, 
succeeding  Harrison  as  President,  marriage  of,  747. 


Unifoem  of  first  soldiers  of  Revolution,  86,  87,  variety, 
of,  97,  British,  106. 

Union  Club,  founded,  707. 

Union  College,  Schenectady,  founded,  422. 

Union  League  Club,  founded,  778,  779. 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  established  1836,  720,  762. 

Union  Square,  749. 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  founded,  282,  com- 
plete list  of  chancellors,  283,  regents,  284,  schools  and 
academies  created,  422,  423. 

University  of  City  of  New  York,  founded,  719,  730,  dedi- 
cated, 742. 

University  Place,  improvements  in,  720. 

Utica,  169,  opening  of  the  canal,  698. 

V. 

Vallkau,  Lieutenant,  killed  at  battle  of  Queenstown, 
(note)  609. 

Valley  Forge,  army  quarters,  190,  196,  dinner-partv,  197, 
200. 

Van  Antwerp,  Simon,  alderman,  574. 

Van  Berckel,  minister  from  Holland,  294, 302, 354,  daugh- 
ter of,  372. 

Van  Berckel,  Frank  (son  of  above),  305. 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  544,  governor  of  New  York,  673, 
675,  U.  S.  Senator,  687,  711,  716,  Vice-President,  733, 
723,  President,  731. 

Van  Buren,  John,  519. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Hon.  Stephanus,  wife  of,  51,  great-grand- 
son of,  95,  (note)  695. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Philip  (son  of  above),  95,  wife  of,  (note) 

Van  Cortlandt  manur-liDusc,  CmtDn  l.aiiiliiiir,  (i'.i:,. 

Van  Cortlandt,  FiiTiv,  li(iiiri,:,ni--(n  rniui-  (..m  uiPhilip 
and  grandson  nf  sii|iliaiiii,), '.1:,,  sun  of,  I  I'J,  elected 
lieutenant-governor,  1(.;:',,  r,il,27'J,  :;(J7,  .;;'.,  :;7G,  378, 
governor,  384,  portrait  of,  and  testimonial,  407,  fam- 
ily note,  408,  manor  house  and  silverware,  695. 

Van  Cortlandt,  General  Philip  (son  of  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor),  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  33, 
commanding  at  Peekskill,  94,  95,  age  of,  104,  at  bat- 
tles of  Saratoga,  180,  186,  portrait  of,  408,  692,  accom- 
panies Lafayette,  693,  home  of,  695. 

Van  Cortlandt,  General  Pierre  (son  of  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor), marriage  of,  119,  376,  384,  Presidential  elector, 
in  1800,  464,  595,  letters  of,  (note)  596,  manor  house, 
695,  711. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Pierre,  present  proprietor  of  manor 
house,  (note)  596,  silverware,  695. 

Van  Cortlandt,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 36,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  .31. 

Van  Cortlandt,  James,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  32. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Augustus  (son  of  Frederick  Van  Cort- 
landt), loyalist,  105,  country  residence  of,  211,  daughter 
of,  281. 


818 


INDEX. 


Van  Cortlandt,  Steplien  (loyalist),  4-10. 

Vau  Cortlandt,  Philip  (son  of  above),  IJritish  officer,  410. 

Van  Cortlandt  mansion,  Kinssliridge,  Washington  dines 
at,  253. 

Van  Cortlandt  silve-wave,  illustration  of,  695. 

Van  Dam,  Anthonv,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 2(). 

Vanderbilt,  John,  alderman,  621. 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius,  career  and  wealth  of,  784. 

Vandcrlyn,  John  (artist),  188. 

Van  Dvck,  Abraham,  39. 

Van  Dyke,  James,  322. 

Van  Ess,  Leander,  7(i6. 

Van  Home,  Garrit,  (note)  36. 

Van  Home,  Augustus,  member  of  Committee  of  One 
Hundred,  2G. 

Van  Home,  David,  wife  of,  35,  family  of,  101,  returns  to 
riatbush,  103,  country-seat  of,  21 1|  daughter  of,  285. 

Van  Ness,  Colonel,  6ii. 

Van  Ness,  Judge  William  W.,  (note)  585. 

Van  Ness,  William  P.  (lawyer),  491,  indicted,  496. 

Van  Ness,  Peter,  Presidential  elector,  4G4. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Lieutenant-Governor  Jeremiah,  in  First 
Congress,  346,  Presidential  elector  in  1800,  464,  578. 

Vau  Rensselaer,  Rot)ert,  member  of  New  York  Provin- 
cial Congress,  31,  S9. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Philip,  373,  family  of,  598. 

Van  Rensselaer,  General,  defeats  Tories  and  Indians. 
249. 

Van  Rensselaer,  General  Stephen  (tlie  patroon),  367, 
wife  of,  373,  384,  lieutenant-governor,  411,  portrait  of, 
449,  474,  546,  canal  commissioner,  579,  594,  comman- 
der of  New  York  militia,  597,  599,  600,  storming  of 
Queenstown,  607,  610,  retires  from  army,  611,  623, 
624,  canal  commissioner,  673,  proposes  to  construct 
canal,  674,  Chancellor  of  the  University,  693,  at  open- 
ing of  Erie  Canal,  697,  714,  747. 

Van  Rensselaer,  General  Solomon  (son  of  General  Henrv 
Kiliaen),  adjutant-general,  (note)  597,  598,  portrait  of, 
599,  600,  605,  storming  of  Queenstown,  607-610, 
wounded.  Oil,  with  Clinton  in  Ohio,  694,  at  opening  of 
Erie  Canal,  697. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Harriet  Bayard,  685. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Johannes,  wife  of,  547. 

Van  Rensselaer,  General  Henry  Kiliaen,  597. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Jacob  Rutsen,  introducing  canal  bill. 


Van  Rensselaer,  Alexander,  765. 

Van  Scliiiack,  Peter,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25,  47. 

Van  Shaiek,  Myndert,  residence  of,  710. 

Van  Tassel,  Cornelius,  captured  and  maltreated,  190. 

Van  Tassel,  Peter,  captured  and  maltreated,  190. 

Van  Vetchen,  Abraliain,  714. 

Van  Voorhees,  Dr.,  massacred  by  Indians,  604. 

Van  Voorhees,  Jacob,  member  of' Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25. 

Van  Wagenen,  Hubert,  vestryman  in  Trinity  Cliurcli, 
367- 

Van  Winkle,  Evert,  (note)  568. 

Van  Wyck,  Cornelius  Barents  (ancestor  of  New  York 
Van  Wyck-),  85,  86. 

Van  Wyck,  Dr.  Theodoras,  member  of  New  York  Con- 
gress, 86. 

Van  Wyek,  Cornelius  (brother  of  above),  member  of  New 
York  Congress,  86. 

Van  Wyck,  Judge  Richard  (son  of  above),  incident  in  life 
of,  85,  86. 

Van  Wyck,  Tlieodorus  (son  of  Dr.  Theodoras),  86. 

Van  Wyck,  Sidney  E.,  86. 

Van  Wyck,  Pierre  Cortlandt,  recorder,  86,  469,  543,  re- 
moved and  restored  as  recorder,  553,  portrait  in  In- 
terior Park  Theatei-,  686,  704. 

Van  Wyck,  Abraham,  captain  of  volunteers,  90. 

Van  Wvck  mansion,  86. 

Van  wVck  Arms,  409. 

Van  Wyck,  family  note,  409. 

Van  Zandt,  Wynant  (gentleman),  held  important  trusts 
under  Charles  I.,  33. 

Van  Zandt,  Johannes  (son  of  above),  settled  in  New 
York,  1782,  .33.  •    , 

Van  Zandt,  Wynant  (son  of  Johannes),  portrait  of,  33. 

Van  Zandt,  Jacobus  tson  of  Wynant),  member  of  the 
Committee  of  One  Hundred,  26,  member  of  the  New 


I      York  Provincial  Congress,  31,  family  of,  .33,  daughter 
I      of,  34,  chairman  of  "War  Committee,  89,  member  of 
Chamlier  of  Commerce,  282. 

Van  Zandt,  Wynant  (son  of  Wynant),  born  1730,  33. 
'  Van  Zandt,  Wynant  (son  of  above),  born  1767,  33,  34. 

Van  Zandt,  Wynant  (son  of  above),  33. 

Van  Zandt,  Wynant  (son  of  above),  33,  alderman,  574. 

Van  Zandt,  Miss,  married  James  llomer  Ma.vwell,  34. 

Van  Zandt,  Peter,  member  of  Legislature  in  1784,  279. 

Van  Zandt  watch-seal,  34. 

Varick,  Abraham,  wife  of,  20. 

Variek,  Colonel  Richard,  in  Washington's  family  in  Rev- 
olution, 48,  77,  city  recorder,  279,  wife  of,  304,  mayor, 
354,  378,  dinner  to,  475,  canal  appraiser,  677,  678. 

Varuum,  General  James  Mitchell  (eminent  IjwyerJ,  104. 

Vaughan,  General  Sir  John,  K.  B.  (second  son  of  Larl  of 
Lisburne),  112,  188,  189. 

Vere  Broke,  Phihp  (British  naval  commander),  625. 

Vergennes,  Charles  Grax  ier,  Count  de  (French  states- 
man), 17,  50,  dinner  to  the  American  ministers,  194, , 
254,  closeted  witli  Franklin  and  Oswald,  260,  receives 
Grenville,  261,  262,  concludes  treaty  with  England, 
263,  signs  general  treaty,  264,  recommends  delay,  265, 
signs  treaties  with  four  nations,  267,  entertains  diplo- 
matists, 270,  congratulates  Adams,  290. 

Vermilye,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  E.,  760,  765. 

Vermilye,  William  M.,  765. 

Vermilye,  Washington  R  ,  766. 

Vermont,  State  of,  admission  opposed  by  New  York,  364, 
365,  donation  of,  653. 

Verplanck,  Gulian,  purchases  estate  from  Indians,  1682, 
220. 

Verplanck,  Gulian  (■jreat-grandson  of  above),  wifeof,  300. 

Verplanck,  Gulian  (son  of  above),  Regent  of  University, 
300. 

Verplanck,  Samuel  (son  of  above),  member  of  Committee 
of  One  Hundred,  26,  member  of  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  31,  wile  of,  220. 

Verplanck,  Daniel  Crommelin  (judge,  son  of  Samuel), 
wife  of,  220,  character  as  a  lawyer,  and  family  note, 
300,  library  trustee,  418. 

Verplanck,  Gulian  (brother  of  Samuel),  member  of  As- 
sembly and  Regent  of  University,  300,  member  of 
Tontine  Association,  .383,  517. 

Verplanck,  Gulian  Crommelin,  220,  300,  student  of  Co- 
lumbia College,  469,  706,  722,  740,  741. 

Verplanck  Arms,  family  note,  300. 

Verplanck  mansion,  215,  219,  picture  of,  220,  scene  of 
the  formation  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  273. 

Viele,  General  Egbert  L.,  785. 

Volnev,  Constantine  i'ranfois,  Chassebeuf,  Count  de, 
483,"  513. 


W.^DDELL,  Captain  John,  arms  of,  157. 

Waddell,  Mrs.  Anna,  property  of,  156,  157. 

Waddell,  William,  alderman,  157- 

Waddell,  Cciventry,  ancestry  of,  157,  mansion  of,  756, 
family  note,  7^7- 

Waddell,  Robert  R.,  member  of  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
282. 

Wadsworth,  James  S.,  773. 

WadsM-orth,  Jeremiah,  in  First  Congress,  345. 

Wadsworth,  James,  originator  of  first  Normal  School  in 
New  York,  (note)  610. 

Wadsworth,  General  William,  103,  123,  125,  521,  591, 
610. 

Waite,  Chief-Justice  Morrison  R.,  124,  357. 

Waite,  Henry  Matson,  chief-justice  of  Connecticut,  124. 

Wnles,  Prince  of,  visited  New  York,  771- 

Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church  in  1783,  275,  276,  spire 
seen  in  picture,  382,  second  monthly  concert  of  prayer 
held  in,i466,  reliuilt,  558,  clergymen,  559. 

Wall  Street,  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
in,  93,  shade-trees  cut  for  fuel,  231 ,  291,  Congress  as- 
sembled in,  in  1787,  301,  Washington  inaugurated  in, 
337,  illuminated,  3.38,  picture  of,  350,  scene  in  John 
Street  Theater,  352,  361,  434,  726. 

Wallace,  Hon.  Hugh  (counselor),  47,  summoned  before 
committee  on  conspiracy,  75. 

Walpole,  Horace,  opinion'of,  155. 

Walsingham,  Lord,  257,  258. 

Walton,  Abraham,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  31. 
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Walton,  William,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 25,  member  of  Chamber  of  Coiiuuerce,  2Si,  wife 
of,  298,  301). 

Walton  Arms,  (note)  298. 

Walton  House,  old,  298. 

War  of  1S12,  declaration  of,  .586,  opposition  to,  588,  589, 
preparation  for,  590,  591,  592,  scenes  of,  593-664. 

War  with  Mexico,  751. 

Ward,  Samuel,  residence  of,  710,  733,  trustee  of  Astor 
Library,  755. 

Ward,  Stephen,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 32,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Ward,  General  Artemas,  ftrst  major-general  of  the  Rev- 
olution, 41,  42,  43. 

Ward,  Artemas,  statesman  (son  of  above),  623. 

Ward,  Jasper,  alderman,  574. 

Ward,  Joseph,  one  of  founders  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
240. 

Ward's  Island,  Emigrant  hospital  upon,  737. 

Warner,  Samuel  Selden,  daughter  of,  124. 

Warner,  Colonel  Seth,  exploit  of,  29,  at  battle  of  Ben- 
nington, 171. 

Warren,  General  Joseph,  41,  44,  killed,  45. 

Warren,  Sir  Peter,  estate  and  family  of,  571. 

Warville,  Brissot,  303,  describes  journey  to  Philadelphia, 
332. 

Washington,  George,  elected  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army,  41,  en  route  for  Boston,  45,  welcomed  iu  New 
York,  46, 47, 49,  50,  51,  57, 59,  62, 64,  letter  to  Stirling, 
65,  66,  puts  the  Britisii  army  to  Hight  from  Boston,  69, 
70,  71,  in  Philadelphia,  73,  89,  orders  the  reading  of 
Beclaratiou  of  Independence  to  the  army  in  New 
York,  92,  advises  removal  of  women  and  children 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  93,  preparing  for  the 
attack  from  the  British,  94,  addressed  by  Lord  Howe, 
95,  reply  of,  96,  interview  with  British  adjutant-gen- 
eral, 97,  98,  calls  for  \olunteers,  100,  generals  of,  103, 
107,  108,  111,  113,  retreat  from  Long  Island,  114,  116, 
council  of  war,  117,  at  Kip's  Bay,  124,  125,  127,  bat- 
tle of  Harlem  Heights,  128,  133,  appeals  to  Congress, 
138,  council  of  war,  139,  in  battle  at  White  Plains, 
141,  takes  new  position,  143,  at  Fort  Lee,  143,  retreats 
into  New  Jersey,  144,  at  Hackensack,  145,  at  Newark, 
146,  crosses  the  Delaware,  147,  re-crosses,  149,  cap- 
ture of  Trenton,  150,  invested  with  extraordinary 
powers  by  Congress,  151,  reorganizing,  152,  battle  of 
Princeton,  153,  154,  applause  of  the  world,  155,  issu- 
ing mandates  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  158, 
strengthening  his  army,  163,  164,  165,  introduction 
to  Lafayette  in  Philadelphia,  175,  battle  of  the  Bran- 
dywine,  177,  battle  of  Germantown,  ISO,  181,  is  in- 
formed of  intrigues,  189,  191,  at  Valley  Forge,  196, 
dinner-party  of,  197,  at  Monmouth,  202,  reprimands 
Lee,  203,  striving  to  exchange  prisoners,  208,  coun- 
seling with  Colonel  Ludington,  212,  estalilishes  can- 
tonments about  New  York,  214,  at  Philadelphia,  216, 
dining  with  Knox,  218,  at  Newburgh,  219,  design 
upon  Stony  Point,  223,  recalls  troops,  226,  at  West 
Point,  227,  humorous  note  of,  228,  at  Morristown, 
229,  watching  New  York  City,  231,  at  Morristown, 
232,  233,  observations  from  Orange  Mountain,  236, 
acti\e  measures,  241,  feebleness  of  army,  243,  meets 
Rocharnbeau  at  Hartford,  244,  discovers  treason  of 
Arnold,  245,  246,  247,  signs  Andre's  death-warrant, 
248,  249,  at  Wetherstield,  252,  marches  to  Yorktown, 
254,  255,  256,  257,  25S,  capture  of  Cornwallis,  257, 
army  about  New  York  City,  271,  meets  Sir  Guy  Carl- 
ton," 273,  273,  triumphant  entry  into  tl;e  city,  274, 
276,  at  Fraunces'  Tavern,  277,  parting  with  his  officers, 
27'S,  in  New  York,  287,  physician  of,  305,  in  conven- 
tion, 312,  317,  elected  President,  331,  triumphant 
joiuney  to  New  York,  333,  reception,  334,  dines  with 
Governor  Clinton,  334,  church  services,  3.36,  inaugu- 
ration stene,  337,  address  of,  338,  consulting  st-ites- 
men,  339,  forming  cabinet,  34(i,  social  habits,  .341,  ar- 
rival of  Mrs.  Washington,  342,  343,  illness  of,  .346, 
equipage  of,  347,  eastern  tour  of,  348,  349,  35(i,  de- 
scription of,  .351,  354,  attending  opening  of  Congress, 
359,  second  residence  in  New  York,  361,  style  of  life, 
362,  birthday  honored  by  Tammany  Society,  363,  361, 
370,  debating  site  for  seat  of  government,  373,  anx- 
ieties of,  377,  380,  re-elected  President,' 386,  388,  calm 
and  unmoved  bv  clamor,  .393,  head  of  Federal  partv, 
397,  413,  indignation  of,  416,  430,  430,  farewell  ad- 
dress, 431,  appointed  by  Adams,  451,  death  of,  458, 
(note)  512. 


Washington,  Mrs.  Martha,  at  Richmond  Hill  House,  70, 
at  Plnladeliilua,  73,  in  Vir-inia,  99,  at  Valley  Forge, 
196,  197,  witiussmj:  grand  review  cif  army,  2u0,  at  the 
army  liall,  21  fs,  arrnes  at  Morristown,  229,  232,  dis- 
comfort ol,  233,  reaches  New  York  after  inauguration 
of  President,  243,  tirst  reception,  343,  346,  life  m  New 
York,  345-375,  in  Philadelphia,  377. 

Washington,  equestrian  statue  ol,  erected  1856,  750. 

Washington,  Colonel  William,  at  battle  of  Trenton,  149, 
150. 

Washington's  residences  in  New  York  City,  330,  362. 

Washington,  Fort,  9«,  137,  139,  141, 142,  capture  of,  143, 
144,  prisoners  from,  151,  373. 

Washington  Benevolent  Society,  working  upon  fortifica- 
tions, 646. 

Washington  Hall,  banquet  at,  624,  ball  at,  666. 

Washington  Square,  old  Potter's  Field,  440,  improvements 
of,  720. 

Washington  City,  site  determined  upon,  374,  380,  de- 
scription of,  464,  captured  by  the  British,  647. 

Water,  Croton,  introduction  into  the  city,  729,  celebration 
of,  730. 

Watkins,  Josepli,  alderman,  574. 

Watson,  Elkanah  (agriculturist  and  author),  578. 

Watson,  James,  468,"  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
685. 

Watson,  Joiiu,  trustee  of  City  Dispensary,  468. 

Watts,  lion.  John  (counselor),  residence  of,  66,  life  en- 
dangered, 67,  daughter  of,  74, 156,  168,  298,  one  of  the 
founders  of  New  York  Society  Library,  418,  descend- 
ants of,  767. 

Watts,  Hon.  John  (son  of  Counselor  John  Watts),  wife 
of,  194,  297,  300,  in  great  Federal  procession,  322,  resi- 
dence of,  354,  Speaker  of  Assembly,  367,  member  of 
Tontine  Association,  383,  trustee  of  City  Dispensary, 
468,  birthplace  of  Mrs.  Watts,  709,  portrait  of,  712, 
founding  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  Home,  713,  de- 
scriptive note,  713,  prison  commissioner,  736. 

Watts,  Robert  (son  of  Counselor  John),  wife  of,  156,  Lady 
Stirling  and  daughter  as  guests,  206,  country  residence 
of,  236,  303,  trustee  of  New  York  Society  Library,  418, 
children  of,  767. 

Watts,  George  (son  of  Hon.  John),  officer  in  War  of  1812, 
at  battle  of  Chinpewa,  64:?. 

Watts,  Robert  (son.of  Hon.  John),  drilling  in  War  of  1812, 
650,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  (note)  686, 
death  of,  712. 

Watts,  Dr.  John,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  (note) 
686,  family  note,  767. 

Watts,  Stephen  (son  of  Hon.  John),  officer,  wounded  at 
battle  of  Oriskanv,  170. 

Watts,  Ridley,  family  note,  767- 

Wayne,  General  Anthony,  at  battle  of  Monmouth,  302, 
storming  of  Stony  Poiiit,  224,  225,  glory  of,  226,  250, 
in  Virginia,  253,  victory  over  Indians,  363,  415,  598. 

Webb,  Richard,  ancestor  of  family  in  America,  71. 

Webb,  Samuel  B.,  private  secretary  to  Silas  Deane,  71, 
private  secretary  to  Washington,  95,  interview  with 
British  adjutant-general,  96,  97,  age  of,  104,  at  battle 
of  Trenton,  149,  150. 

Webb,  General  Ale.vander,  71. 

Webb,  James  Watson  (editor),  71,  707,  740. 

Webb.  John,  on  Canal  Celebration  Committee,  697,  mem- 
ber common  council,  (note)  702. 

Webster,  Alexander,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Webster,  Daniel,  statesman,  0]iinion  of  Hamilton,  374, 
623,  69.3,  oration  at  Bunker  Hill,  69I-,  707- 

Webster,  Mrs.  Daniel,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater, 
685. 

Webster,  Noah,  336,  first  editor  Commercial  Advertiser, 
453,  member  Hist.  Soe.,  554. 

Weed,  Thurlow,  editor  Albany  Evening  Journal,  740. 

Weehawken,  dueling  ground  at,  477,  492. 

Wells,  Captain  William,  killed  by  Indians,  daughter  of, 
603. 

Wendell,  Peter,  Chancellor  of  University,  283. 

Wendover,  Hon.  Peter  H.,  of  New  York,  681. 

West,  Benjamin,  unfinished  study  bv,  267,  painting,  296, 
427,  532,  742. 

West  Point,  fortifications  commenced,  191. 

Wetmore,  Apollos  R.,  763. 

Wetmore,  General  Prosper  M.,  escorting  Lafavette,  693, 
773. 

Weymouth,  Lord,  retires  from  British  ministry,  229. 

Wharton,  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Henry,  president  Columbia 
College,  4f9. 
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Whpploy,  Rpv.  Afelancthon,  pastor  of  Wall  Street  Pres- 

li\ic nail  Hiu-k  Cliurch,  ao'J. 
W'lirpli  \ ,  Ki  V.  Samuel,  559. 
AViii|.|.l, ,  (.riiiial  WiUiain,  at  Beimiugton,  l/l. 
White,  UliamUei-,  771. 

Wliite,  Anthony  Walton,  in  Federal  proeession,  323. 
Wliite,  Campbell  P.,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 

G'.KJ,  690. 
White,  Henry,  Lovalist,  i",  property  of,  304,  family  of, 

305,  Rll. 
White,  Ale.\-ander(N.  C),  35 1. 

White,  John,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  25. 
White,  William  Augustus,  death  of,  625. 
Whitehall  Street,  3b9. 
Whiting,  William  B  ,  in  Legislature,  279. 
Whitney,  Stephen,  on   committee  to  reinstate  Clinton, 

(note),  690,  residence  of,  710. 
Whittelsey,  Uev.  Chauncev,   177- 
Wickliam,  Thomas,  member  of  the  New  York  Provincial 

Congress,  32,  trustee  of  Gardiner's  Island,  40,  41. 
Wickham,  William,  member  of  The  Moot,  32,  300. 
Wickham,  William  H.,  mavor  1875-1877- 
Wilkes,  John,  M.  P.,  518.   " 

Wilkes,  John  (lawyer,  residing  in  Wall  Street),  518. 
Wilkes,  Charles  (son  of  above,  naval  commander),  518, 

wife  of,  (note)  519. 
Wilkes,  Charles  (brother  of  John),  518,  treasurer  of  Hist. 

Soc.,  505,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517,  president 

ot;  518,  (note)  519,  son  of,  523,  527. 
Wilkes,   Edmund,  portrait  in  Interior  of  Park  Theater, 

(note)  686. 
Wilkes,  Hamilton  (son  of  above),  wife  of,   519,  portrait 

in  Interior  Park  Theater,  (note)  686. 
Wilkes,  Dr.  George,  wife  of,  (note)  735. 
Wiikes,  William,  portrait  in  Interior  Park  Theater,  (note) 

686. 
Wilkes,  John,  in  Parliament,  172,  518. 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  at  battles  of  Saratoga,  185, 

180,  bearer  of  news  to  Congress,  189,  597,  598,  629, 

relieved  of  command,  612. 
Willard  (counselor),  43. 
Willett,  Jolin,  on  parole,  79- 
Willett,  Colonel  Marinus,  38,  birth  of,  39,   53,  repulses 

British  at  Peekskill,  158,  at  Fort  Stanwi.x,  169,  sally 

from  Fort  Stanwix,  170,  meml)er  of  Assembly,    279, 

sheriff,  280,  363,  mayor,  54:3,  554,  575,  589. 
Williams,   .\lexander   0.,  on   the    General  Armstrong, 

655,  death  of,  657. 
Williams,  Henrv,  member  of  Provincial  Congress,  32. 
Williams,  Rev.  Eliphalet,  trustee  of  Yale  College  in  1777, 

176,  wife  of,  308. 
Williams,  Rev.  Warham,  trustee  of  Yale  College  in  1777, 

176. 
Williams,  John,  in  Legislature,  279. 
Williams,  Elisha  (orator),  in  Legislature,  074. 
Williams,  Nathan,  540. 

Williamson,  Dr.  Hugh,  marriage  of,  70,  in  the  Conven- 
tion, 313,  in  the  First  Congress,  345,  367,  371,  581. 
Willis,  Nathaniel  P.,  of  New  York  Mirror,  740. 
Wilson,  Peter  (linguist),  514. 
Wils.m,  James,  in  the  Convention,  314,  .341,  367. 
Winchester,  James,  590. 
Wiiuler.  General,  captured,  628. 
Wiiitielil,  Charles  H.  (historian),  478. 
Wingate,  Paine,  343,  Senator  in  First  Congress,  346. 
Winter,  Joseph,  417. 
Winter,  severe  cold  of,  1779-1781,  229. 
Winthrop  (governor),  331. 
Winthrop,  Governor,  entertaining  Lion  Gardiner  in  1635, 

(note)  634. 
Winthrop,  Francis  Bavard,  523. 
Winthro)),  Theodore,  ^74. 

Wisner,  Henry,  delegate  to  the  Second  Continental  Con- 
gress, 69,  family  of,  76,  erected  powder-mills,  77,  one 

ot  committee  to  frame  State  Constitution,  161. 
Wisner,  Henry,  Jr.  (son  of  above),  77. 
Witherspoun,    Rev.   Dr.  John,    president  of  Princeton 

College,  80,  236,  400. 
Withington,  Julin,  corporator  of  public  schools,  517. 
Wittliaus,  Rudolph  A.,  773. 
W.,l,„it,.I„hii.  ot^Wolcott,  England,  357. 


)tt,  III 


.  one  of  first  settlers  of  Windsor.  Conn., 


Wolcott,  Simon,  married  Martha  Pitkin,  357. 
Wolcott,  Governor  Roger  (son  of  above),  357. 


Wolcott,  Governor  Oliver  (son  of  Roger),  103,  117,  has- 
tening to  the  help  of  Norwalk,  223,  348,  351,  354,  355, 
family  note,  357. 

Wolcott,  Oliver  (son  of  Governor  Oliver),  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  governor  of  Connecticut),  family 
note,  357,  description  of,  358,  373,  describes  Philadel- 
phia, 379,  395,  398,  404,  made  secretary, 405,  415,  430, 
442,  400,  400,  470, 520,  tirst  president  Merchants'  Bank, 
521,  member  of  Hist.  Soc,  554,  tirst  president  Bank  of 
America,  585,  019,  778. 

Wolcott,  Frederick  (brother  of  above),  358. 

Wolcott,  Frederick  Henry  (son  of  Frederick),  358. 

Wolcott,  Samuel,  daughter  married  Epaphras  Bissell,  358. 

Wolcott  ladies,  distinguished  for  beauty,  358. 

Wolcott,  Judge  Janies,  wife  of,  (note)  003. 

Wolfe,  Hon.  John  David,  703,  705,  family  note,  782. 

Wolfe,  Miss  Catharine  L.,  gift  of,  700,  782. 

Wolfe,  General  James,  52. 

Wood,  Fernando  (mayor),  709,  772. 

Wood,  Samuel,  founding  Blind  Asylum,  720. 

Woodhull,  General  Natlianiel,  in  Legislature,  17,  of  New 
York  Provincial  Congress,  32,  (note)  70,  93,  command- 
ing militia,  capture  and  death,  (note)  115. 

Woodhull,   Mayor  Caleli  S.,  7in. 

Woodruff,  Hon.  Lewis  H.,  wile  of,  427. 

.Woodworth,  John,  I'residi'iuial  elector  in  1800.  464. 

Wool,  General  John  Ellis,  COS,  009,  birth  of,  (note)  009. 

Woolen  mills,  Oriskany,  established,  545. 

Woolsev,  George  Muirnson,  519. 

Woolsey,  Melancthon  Taylor  (captain),  599,  606. 

Woolsey,  William  Walton,  519,  wife  of,  (note)  522,  canal 
appraiser,  677,  696. 

Woolsey,  Theodore  Dwight  D.  D.  (son  of  above),  scholar, 
president  of  Yale  College,  (note)  522. 

Wooster,  General  David,  38,  53,  supersedes  Arnold,  72, 
commanding  on  tlie  Hudson,  158,  Hying  to  relief  of 
Danburv,  159,  (note)  160,  568. 

World,  New  York,  founding  of,  739. 

Worth,  Frederick  A.,  lieutenant  on  privateer  "General 
Armstrong,"  655,  wounded,  057. 

Worth,  General  William  Jenkins,  at  Chippewa,  013,  044, 
645,  (note)  751. 

Worthington,  Thomas,  senator  of  Ohio,  591. 

Worthington,  Sir  Hugh,  descendants  of,  757. 

Wortman,  Teunis,  575. 

Wright,  Charles,  on  committee  to  reinstate  Clinton,  (note) 
690. 

Wright,  William,  323. 

Wyandanch,  Indian  Sachem,  40. 

Wyckoff,  Henry  I ,  on  Canal  Celebration  Committee, 
697,  (note)  70*2. 

Wyllys,  John  P.,  in  battle  of  Long  Island,  109,  pris- 
oner, 125. 

Wyncoop,  Dirck,  89,  judge,  163. 

Wyncoop,  Henry,  in  First  Congress,  345. 

Wyoming,  massacre  at,  205. 

Wythe,  George  (Chancellor  of  Virginia),  in  Convention, 


Yale  College,  128, 176,  221. 

Y'ates,  Abraham,  member  of  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31,  of  Committee  to  frame  State  Constitution, 
101,    Schuyler's    headquarters,  107,   in    Legislature, 

Yates,  Abraham,  Jr.,  in  Legislature,  279. 

Yates,  Richard,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26,  member  of  Provincial  Congress,  31. 

Yates,  Robert,  member  of  New  Y'ork  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 31,  of  Committee  to  frame  State  Constitution, 
161,  (note)  163,  chief-justice,  299,  309. 

Yates,  Judge  Joseph  C,  675,  go\ernor,  677,  688,  714. 

Yellow  fever,  394,  416,  419,  appalling  visitation  of,  486,  in 
1819  and  1822,  682,  6>-t. 

Y'eo,  Sir  James  Lucas  ^British  naval  commander),  627, 
653. 

Y'orktown,  251,  battle  of,  256,  257. 

Young,  Hamilton,  member  of  Committee  of  One  Hun- 
dred, 26.  • 

Y'oung,  Samuel,  Secretary  of  Canal  Commission,  673, 
676. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  783. 

Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  783. 

Yrujo,  Marquis  of,  Spanish  minister  to  United  States, 
430. 
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